
Former player-manager 
of Littlehampton Town, 
Terry Gill died aged 
78 in July this year. He 
joined Littlehampton in 
1966 at the age of 29.
He had just accepted 

a job to oversee the 
building of a housing 
estate (Downsway) in 
East Preston and was 
recommended to the 
club by Tom Nekrews, 
a former team-mate at 
Bexleyheath & Welling, 
who himself was about 
to stand down as player-
manager of Littlehamp-
ton Town.
He was greeted with a 

headline in the Gazette 
of ‘Great Goalscorer 
Joins Marigolds’.
Probably his greatest 

attribute was his head-

ing ability. This was un-
usual as he wasn’t a tall 
man but had the knack 
of being able to time his 
jumps to such an effect 
that it gave the impres-
sion he was hanging in 
mid-air. Terry started 
his playing career at 
Mountsfield Boys Club, 
Catford, London and 
represented Lewisham 
Schools. He joined  
Bexleyheath & Welling 
Colts on Boxing Day 
1952 aged 16, captain-
ing against Manchester 
United in a 1954 Youth 
Cup tie.
After trials at Charlton 

Athletic, in the 1959 
season he scored 50 
goals for Bexley, creat-
ing a post-war record for 
the Kent League.

He was at Bexley for 
12 years, making 403 
senior appearances and 
scoring 258 goals. At 
Christmas 1964 he was 
transferred to Dartford 
for a fee of £500.
In 1966 he left Dart-

ford for the Golds and 
remained at the Sports-
field for 12 years, eight 
as a player-manager 
(1966-74) and four as a 
manager (1974-78),  
winning the Sussex 
Senior Cup in 1970, and 
both the RUR and the 
Sussex County League 
Cup three times.
Golds were also  

Sussex County League 
runners-up on four 
occasions, never finish-
ing outside the top five.
He assembled a fine 

group of players at the 
time, including Mel  
Minto, Ian Cunning-
ham, Brian Riggs, John 
Green, Roger Green, 
Simon Bennett, Paul 
Begent, Ade Cooper, 
Sammy Hitchman, 
Steve Ansell, Steve Hol-
mes, Alan Prebble, Alfie 
Ford, Phil Tidey, Micky 
Milliner, Dave Kew, and 
of course Den Welch, 
the sponge man.
After leaving Golds 

he took a short break 
from the game before 
becoming the Sussex 
County representative 
manager.
He stayed in this role 

for six years (1980-86), 
steering Sussex to two 
South Western Counties 
Championship victories.
Terry then did some 

scouting work for 
Brighton & Hove Albion, 
where he discovered the 
goalkeeper John Keeley, 
before he became full-
time marketing manager 
at the club until 1996, 
winning football market-
ing manager of the year 
award in one season.
He lived in East Pres-

ton for the rest of his life, 
and his heart always re-
mained with Littlehamp-
ton Town Football Club.
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Terry Gill with boxer Henry Cooper  
at the opening of The Sportsman club


