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The Hevey Building Supplies NCL T20 Championship 

Competition Rules (2019 Season) 
 

1 The Competitions 
The Competition shall be organised by the Northamptonshire Cricket League 
(NCL) (herein referred to as The Organisers).  The draw for each round shall 
be made by The Organisers.  This Competition is open to all current NCL 
member Premier Division and Division 1 clubs for the 2019 season. Matches 
to be played as per the Laws of Cricket (2017 code second edition) unless 
these rules indicate otherwise. All correspondence is to be sent to 
nclt20@yahoo.com. 

 

1.1 ECB Code of Conduct 
The ECB Code of Conduct will be adhered to throughout all NCL competitions. 
Please see NCL Play-Cricket website for details.  

2 Match Details 

2.1 Match Dates (T20 Championship) 
Match dates for the Championship Competition for season 2019 are as follows: 

 

Round Date Venue 

Preliminary round to 
gain access into the 

group round. 

Sunday 19th May 2019 
 

Reserve date 
Sunday 26th May 2019. 

Home side ground, 
offered to the side first 

drawn. 

Group Stage will take 
the form of a finals 
day, with two drawn 
semi- finals and a 
played final on the 

same day. The winner 
of the days play will be 
put forward for finals 

Day. 

Sunday 9th June 2019 
 

Reserve date 
Sunday 16th June 2019. 

Home side ground, 
offered to the side first 

drawn. 

Finals Day to be 
hosted at an NCL 

club. 
Draw will be held pre-

game day and the 
hosting side will play 
in the opening fixture. 

Sunday 7th July 2019. 
 

Reserve date 
Sunday 21st July 2019. 

Hosting rights will be 
offered to the clubs in 
the finals day, before 
being offered to other 
sides that entered the 

competition. 

Regional Finals Sunday 28th July 2019 Leicestershire - TBA 

 
The default position is for the fixture to be completed on the allotted Sunday. In 
the event of inclement weather and the match not taking place as scheduled, 
then the reserve Sunday dates specified above shall be used. If this still does 
not yield a result, then the match will be considered abandoned. In the case of 
two abandoned group stages The Organisers will work with the competing 
clubs to get the fixtures completed. 

mailto:nclt20@yahoo.com
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2.2 Home Ground Availability, Match Start Times and the 
Toss 

In the event of the home team’s ground being unavailable, if a suitable 
alternative ground cannot be found before the day, then the group stage will 
revert to the reserve date with either the existing or a new ground. The 
organising committee shall be kept fully informed throughout the process when 
ground availability issues arise. 
 
Preliminary matches shall commence at 1.00 p.m. unless otherwise agreed, 
with the groups stage running as follows: 
 
9.30 – Teams arrive for game 1 
 
10.30 – Game 1 start time 
 
12.30 – Teams arrive for game 2 
 
13.10 – Completion of game 1 
 
13.20 – Game 2 start time 
 
16.00 - Completion of game 2 
 
16.20 – Game 3 start time 
 
19.00 – Completion of game 3 

 
 The toss shall take place 10 minutes before the scheduled or delayed (through 
adverse weather) start time of the game. Failure to comply will result in loss of 
the toss.  Also, a team with insufficient players in attendance to start the match 
(a minimum of 8 players is needed) when the toss is due (10 minutes before 
the scheduled or delayed start time) shall forfeit the toss.   
The interval between innings shall be 10 minutes, unless stated otherwise.  
Drinks breaks are not permitted. Should the match start be delayed for any 
reason, then the number of overs available shall be reduced in accordance with 
paragraph 7.2 of this document. This is a mandatory requirement. 
 
The NCL Championship finals day will be held on Sunday 7th July 2019 (unless 
the backup date is required) as agreed by The Organisers.  The semi-final and 
final matches will be played at the home ground of one of the four teams 
remaining in the competition, determined by The Organisers as stated in the 
table above. 

 
Independent Panel Umpires will be provided for all three finals day matches 
paid for by the league. However, as per the registration form the umpires will 
be paid £25 each per fixture stood by the participating clubs in all preliminary 
and group stage fixtures (see registration form for more details). New pink balls 
will be supplied by The League for all three finals day matches, and where 
possible, the ground is able to provide black sight-screens. The teams will have 
the option to wear coloured or normal white cricket clothing. If the final is 
affected by adverse weather or abandoned The Organisers shall decide on 
alternative arrangements or the result of The Competition. 
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Furthermore, should the NCL be hosting the Regional Finals, it will be offered 
to the Northamptonshire winner. Should the winning club choose not to host 
the Regional Finals then it will be offered to the remaining Premier Division 
clubs and selected by The Organisers on merit.  

2.3 Match Umpires & Timing of both Innings 
The League will allocate NCL panel umpires for each fixture; these umpires are 
to be reimbursed £25.00 each for their services by the competing teams per 
preliminary and group stage fixture stood on the day. The umpire(s) shall inform 
both captains and scorers of the master timepiece to be used for the timing of 
both innings since this timing is critical.  (See paragraph 8). 

2.3.1 Team Sheet 

Both sets of team member’s names, including the age of all under 19’s shall be 
completed on a team sheet prior to the toss and handed to the umpires and 
these shall be the teams that eventually take the field. The completed sheets 
shall be retained by the umpire during the game to ensure that the young 
players’ restrictions regarding bowling and the wearing of helmets etc. are 
strictly observed. 

2.4 Match Balls – (Preliminary and Group Stages) 
Each fielding side shall provide a Dukes County International “A” red ball 
initially supplied by the Northamptonshire Cricket League.  The fielding side 
shall hand to the umpire, before each innings commences the match ball and 
some spare balls of the same grade. 

2.5 Eligible Players 
A player shall be eligible to play for one team only in The Hevey Building 
Supplies NCL T20 Championship and shall be a proper and fully paid up NCL 
Club member. Only players registered before the 1st May 2019 with The League 
(NCL) and with the club they wish to represent are eligible to play in the 
Championship Cup and players are only able to play for the club that he / she 
is registered for at that same date. Any player transferred after this date cannot 
play for a new club in the Championship, Cup or Plate if they have already 
represented their previous club. Furthermore, after transfer, the player cannot 
return to play for the club they have represented earlier in the competition, in 
the same season. 
 
Also, a player registered to play in any other Saturday league cannot play for 
any team in the NCL competitions without a transfer before the 1st May (this 
means that if any player not registered in the NCL takes part in the NCL T20 
Championship the club they represent will be disqualified). Failure to comply 
with these requirements will result in the defaulting NCL club being removed 
from the Championship Competition. 
 
A club shall play no more than one category 3 player (as that term is defined in 
the relevant ECB guidance) who is registered for that club by their League (an 
“Overseas Player”) per ECB Club Cup competition match. Furthermore, when 
none of a club’s overseas players are available to play for that club in an ECB 
Club Cup competition match, that club shall not be permitted to register and 
play a new replacement Overseas Player in that match. 
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A team breaching these Match Day Team Restrictions will be penalised with 
disqualification and will automatically forfeit further competition fixtures. 

 
Any NCL club with doubts about the eligibility of a player shall refer their 
query to the organisers, (see paragraph 1) prior to the match being 
played, for a decision. 
 

2.6 Failing to Fulfil a Fixture 
Clubs failing to fulfil any fixture shall forfeit the match and the offending side 
will not be eligible for the competition in the same season. They are to cover 
the cost for the umpires irrespective of attendance. They will be subject to 
review to enter the NCL T20 Championship Competition the following year, to 
account for extenuating circumstances authorised by the organising 
committee. 

2.7 Scorers 
Each competing side will provide a scorer for their club’s fixture. Failure to 
provide a scorer will require payment to the officiating scorer from the club that 
failed to provide a scorer. The payment will be £20 as per the NCL rule 8.4 
(2019 version). The hosting ground will provide access to a working DLS 
system and printer. Each captain and the umpires are to have a DLS print out 
before the second innings of each fixture. 

3 Match Duration and Bowler Over Limitations 
In uninterrupted matches (i.e. matches which are neither delayed nor 
interrupted) each team shall bat for a maximum of 20 overs unless all out 
earlier, see table below: 
 

Fixture Maximum Overs / Team Maximum Overs / Bowler. 

Preliminary/Group 
Matches 

20 4 

Finals Day 20 4 

Regional Finals 20 4 

 
Each bowler shall have a maximum of 4 overs or one fifth of the overs available 
unless such a number has been exceeded before an interruption. 

If the team batting first is dismissed in less than 20 overs, the team batting 
second shall still be entitled to bat 20 overs 

4 Determination of the Winning Team during Preliminary 
and Group Stages of the Competition. 
4.1 The team scoring the most runs shall be the winner.  In the event of the 
scores being tied the team having lost the fewer wickets shall be the winner. 
Should the number of remaining wickets be the same the team having scored 
the most runs after 10 overs, or if still equal after 9 overs, or still equal after 8 
overs etc shall be the winner. In the case of weather interrupting play, the T20 
Duckworth Lewis Stern (DLS) method, will be used to create an innings target, 
a result will be determined on so long as the side batting second have had at 
least 5 overs and unless the provisions of item 7.2.3 apply. As DLS has been 
adopted for this competition a mandatory ‘over by over’ print out is required for 
both captains and umpires at the interval regardless of weather conditions. 
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Please refer to the NCL league rules for any further clarity required on DLS use 
(such as in the event DLS cannot be used). 
 
4.2 Furthermore, when the group stages result in more than 4 clubs being 
eligible for finals day, they will be ranked on net run rate (Net RR) automatically 
calculated by play-cricket after result upload. In the case of tied Net RR, the 
team scoring the greatest number of sixes; if this still fails to deliver a result the 
team scoring the greatest number of fours will be deemed the successful team 
(not counting any preliminary round scores). 

5  Ruling on Wide Deliveries for all Matches 
Umpires are instructed to apply a very strict and consistent interpretation 
regarding Wides to prevent negative bowling, wide of the wickets or over the 
batsman’s head. 
 

a) Any offside delivery, which in the opinion of the umpire, does not give 
the striker a reasonable opportunity to score shall be called a wide. As 
a guide to the umpires for the calling of off-side wide balls, the pitch 
markings must be expanded to include lines 17 inches (43.18cm) 
inside either return crease at both ends of the pitch (see below). These 
17-inch lines are mandatory. 

b) Any delivery that passes down the leg side, irrespective of where it 
pitches shall be deemed a wide.  The delivery, however, shall not be 
deemed a wide if the ball passes between the leg stump and the 
batsman. 

6 Other Restrictions 

6.1  Balls Delivered over Head Height 
If the ball passes above head height of the striker standing upright at the 
crease, the umpire at the non-striker’s end will call and signal no ball. 

6.2 Fielding Restrictions of the Competitions 

6.2.1  Leg Side Restrictions 

At the instant of delivery, there may not be more than 5 fielders on the leg 

side. 

6.2.2  Further Fielding Restrictions 

In addition to the restriction contained in clause 6.2.1 above, further fielding 
restrictions shall apply to certain overs in each innings. The nature of such 
fielding restrictions and the overs during which they shall apply are set out in 
the following paragraphs: 

 
a) Subject to 6.2.3 below these additional fielding restrictions shall apply to 

the first 6 overs of each innings (Fielding Restriction Overs). 
 

b) A fielding restriction area, with dimensions of two 30 yard (27.43 metres) 
radius semi-circles, each centred on the middle stump at both ends of 
the pitch and joined by two parallel lines running the length of each side 
of the pitch shall be identified using white plastic or rubber (not metal) 
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discs (6 / 7 inches in diameter) and these shall be clearly visible to both 
umpires at all times. 
 

c) During the fielding restriction overs, only two fieldsmen shall be 
permitted outside this fielding restriction area at the instant of delivery. 

 
d) During the non-fielding restriction overs, no more than 5 fieldsmen shall 

be permitted outside the fielding restriction area referred to in clause 
6.2.2 (b) above. 

 

6.2.3  Delayed Start 

 In circumstances (e.g. bad weather or delayed start) when the number of overs 
to be bowled is reduced for each side equally, the number of fielding restriction 
overs shall also be reduced in accordance with the table shown below. For the 
sake of clarity, it should be noted that this table shall apply to both the 1st and 
2nd innings of the match.  

 

Number of overs 
available / Innings 

Number of Overs for which Fielding 
Restrictions apply in an overs reduced match. 

5 - 8 2 

9 - 11 3 

12 - 14 4 

15 - 18 5 

19 - 20 6 

 

6.2.4 Innings Interrupted During an Over   

If an innings is interrupted during an over and if on the resumption of play, due 
to the reduced number of overs of the batting team, the required numbers of 
fielding restriction overs have already been bowled, the remaining deliveries in 
the over to be completed shall not be subject to the fielding restrictions.  

 

6.2.5   Fielding Infringements 

 In the event of an infringement of any of the above fielding restrictions, the 
striker’s end Umpire shall call and signal ‘No Ball’. In the event of the striker’s 
end Umpire failing to call and signal No Ball when the fielding restrictions in the 
playing conditions have been breached or when Law 41.5 has been breached 
(at the point of delivery not more than two fielders other that the wicket-keeper 
shall be behind the popping crease on the on-side), immediately the ball 
becomes dead the striker may draw the matter to the Umpire’s attention.  If the 
striker’s end Umpire can verify the breach he shall call and signal No Ball.  If 
the striker’s end Umpire is unable to verify the breach, then he shall confirm 
that the events of the delivery shall be unchanged. 

7 Adverse Weather 

7.1 Completion of Matches 

Every reasonable effort should be made to complete all matches where there 
is adverse weather, indifferent ground or light conditions. Overs are lost at the 
rate of 2 overs for every 7min 30sec of playing time lost. There is one hour of 
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waiver time for the preliminary round and the hour is reserved for the final 
fixture of the group stages and finals day. The decision to postpone or abandon 
a match will be made by the two captains in consultation with the two umpires. 

7.2 Delayed Start or Interruption(s) 

1. Where there is a delay to the start or interruption the object shall always be 
to rearrange the number of overs so that, both teams have the opportunity 
of batting for the same number of overs. The calculation of the number of 
overs remaining to be bowled will be based on two overs lost for each 
complete 7 min 30sec of lost time. 

2. In the event of a delayed start as soon as 21 overs have been lost the match 
will be abandoned. 

 
3. Where due to a delay or interruption(s) the side batting second does not 

have the opportunity of batting for a minimum of 5 overs the match would 
be abandoned unless there is the possibility of the side being bowled out 
or scoring more runs than the opposition in less than 5 overs.    

8 Time to Bowl the Overs 
Teams are required to bowl the first ball of the last over as follows: 
   

Round Overs Within 

All Rounds 20 1 Hour and 15 Minutes of Playing 
Time 

 
Failure to achieve these will result in the batting side being credited with 6 runs 
for every complete over that has not been bowled applying to both innings of 
the match. If the innings is interrupted, the over rate penalty will apply based 
on the re-scheduled cessation time of that innings. In all reduced overs 
matches (through weather) the fielding side will be given one over’s leeway. 
Also, the umpires together, shall monitor and track all inappropriate time delays 
which in their opinion impact on the time allowed to bowl the overs and which 
could unfairly penalise the bowling side.  
Here are a few examples: 
 

➢ Time wasting by the batting side 
➢ Injury to a player or umpire 
➢ Time spent by the fielding side in searching for balls which have left the 

field of play 
 
At the end of each innings, the umpires together shall inform both captains and 
scorers of their decision with regards to inappropriate time lost and confirm 
whether penalty runs apply due solely to slow play by the fielding side. 

9 No Balls and Free Hits 
I. The delivery following any no ball called shall be a free hit for whichever 
batsman is facing it. This applies to all modes of no ball except for a short-
pitched delivery that passes or would have clearly passed over head height of 
the striker standing in an upright position.  
 
II. If the delivery for the free hit is not a legitimate delivery (any kind of no ball 
or a wide ball), then the next delivery will become a free hit for whichever 
batsman is facing it.  
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III. For any free hit, the striker can be dismissed only under the circumstances 
that apply for a no ball i.e.  

 
IV. Hit the ball twice  

V. Obstructing the field  

VI. Run out  
 

VII. Field changes are only permitted for free hit deliveries when there is a 
change of striker, or when close-in fielders feel endangered, they may retreat 
to a safer fielding position on the same line from the striker, retreating a 
maximum of 15 yards from the striker.  

 
VIII. The umpires will signal a free hit by (after the normal No Ball signal) 
extending one arm straight upwards and moving it in a circular motion.  

 
VIIII. The penalty for any no ball will be 2 runs to the batting side.   

 

9.1 Bowling of Dangerous and Unfair non-pitching deliveries  

(Law 41.7 - 2017 Code 2nd Edition) 
The Laws of Cricket 2017 Code (2nd Edition) have been amended regarding 
the bowling of ANY delivery bowled without pitching and being above waist 
height when the striker is standing upright at the popping crease, this is deemed 
to be dangerous and unfair. When such a delivery (fast or slow) is bowled, the 
umpire (at the bowlers’ end) shall call and signal No-Ball and when the ball is 
dead shall: 

1. Decide whether the non-pitching delivery is dangerous, based on 
various factors such as the speed or direction of the ball, repeated 
delivery of full tosses and the ability of the batsman. There is no longer 
a ‘catch-all’ sanction, but umpires are instead required to use their best 
judgement to determine whether a delivery is dangerous / unfair or 
indeed, deliberate. 

For ALL non-pitching deliveries above waist high (see 1 above) the umpire 
shall call and signal No-Ball.  

If the delivery is also considered to be dangerous but not deliberate, when the 
ball is dead, the umpire shall caution the bowler indicating that this is a first 
and final warning and inform the captain of the fielding side. Should there be 
any further dangerous / unfair delivery, by the same bowler, the umpire shall 
instruct the captain of the fielding side to suspend the bowler immediately who 
will not be allowed to bowl again in that innings.   

If the non-pitching delivery is considered to be both dangerous and 
deliberate the umpire shall call and signal no ball and when the ball is dead, 
instruct the captain of the fielding side to suspend the bowler immediately who 
will not be allowed to bowl again in that innings. 

In open age and youth cricket (13 years +) this amended Law shall be 
implemented in full across all hardball cricket. 
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However, a bowler 13 years and below, will be no-balled for every “high full 
toss” (i.e. above waist height delivery) bowled.  The bowler will not receive a 
warning or be removed from the attack by the umpire unless the umpire deems 
the delivery to be dangerous and / or a deliberate act which will result in the 
bowler being suspended immediately by the fielding captain for the remainder 
of the innings.  
 
Age groups quoted are based on the age of the player at midnight on 31st 
August in the year preceding the current season. 
 

10 Batsman Ready – (fall of wicket) 

At the fall of a wicket, the outgoing batsman and incoming batsman must cross 
on the field of play.  The incoming batsman must be in position to take guard 
or for his partner to be ready to receive the next ball within 1 minute and 30 
seconds of the fall of the previous wicket.  If an incoming batsman fails to meet 
this requirement, he will be given out, timed out. 

11 Abandoned Match 
Once a match has commenced it cannot be moved to the reserve date. A fixture 
will be abandoned, when the side batting second faces less than 5 overs (as 5 
overs constitutes an innings). For interrupted matches the DLS method will 
define the adjusted totals. If the match cannot be commenced on the set date, 
the match will be played on the designated reserve date. 

12 Determination of the Winning Team – Scores Level; 
Groups Stages (Game 3 Only), Semi-Finals & Final 
In a completed match where the scores finish level (irrespective of wickets lost 
per innings) a mini match shall be played to determine the winning team. Prior 
to the toss, each team shall nominate three batsmen and one bowler (from their 
original playing side) to play a one-over per side mini-match.  First over fielding 
restrictions shall apply to both teams. Each team shall bat for one over only 
and this over shall be bowled by the one nominated opposition bowler.  Should 
this bowler become injured during the over, the over may be completed by any 
other member of the fielding side. The batting side’s innings shall be deemed 
to be completed once the over (6 legitimate balls) has been bowled or if they 
lose two wickets before the over is completed.  The side with the higher score 
at the end of the mini match shall be the winner (if tied see rule 4.2 except the 
NRR clause for an outright winner). 

13 Protests 
Protests by clubs must be lodged with the organisers in writing or via e-mail 
(nclt20@yahoo.com) and within 48 hours of the alleged infringement or 
incident.  The ECB Code of Conduct and guidance on disciplinary procedures 
will be used in appropriate circumstances. 

14 Organiser’s Decision is Final 
In all matters, other than disciplinary, the organiser’s decision is final. 
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15 Notification of Results  

 
The winning side in each match is to notify The Organisers of the result within 
48 hours of the match by registering the match result details via the play-
cricket.com website. (https://ncl.play-cricket.com/)  
 
Full score cards are required especially runs scored and overs face, for and 
against, to allow for Net RR to be calculated and the adjudication of the “Hevey 
MoM” award and at the end of The Competition. 

 
End of Document. 

https://ncl.play-cricket.com/

