
Chesterfield Panthers RUFC 
 

Committee Meeting Minutes 
3 July 2012 

 
Minutes submitted by: Kevin Brown    Club Secretary 

 
The committee met at 7:30 p.m. at the Rose and Crown, Old Road, Brampton. 
 
Present: 
Fred Pell 
Chris Johnson 
Mark Preece 
Kevin Brown 
Darren Burton 
Natalie Lawless 
Phil Arnold 
 
Michelle Lord – Hon. President 
Graham Bell – Chair, Relocation Committee 
 
Apologies: 
Mike Woolgar-Norton 
 

 Approval of Minutes 
 

The minutes of the meeting which took place on 22 May 2012 and the matters arising from it 
were reviewed and unanimously approved as distributed. 
 

 Relocation Committee and Matters arising. 
 
Graham Bell reviewed his committee’s progress report for June together with the imminent 
enabling works which will precede construction work on the Dunston site.  This was followed by 
questions from the committee and clarification by Graham of various points raised.  Subject to 
weather conditions we should be able to play rugby and train at Dunston by the end of 
September/ beginning of October.   
 
Once we’re able to release the Stonegravels pitch sufficient funds will be released to enable 
work to proceed on the Clubhouse, which is programmed for completion over 26 weeks. The 
cashflow projection for the forthcoming months was discussed and deemed to be realistic and 
achievable.  
 
Work continues to identify suitable alternative playing, training and changing facilities to meet 
the commitments of all sections of the Club. The temporary facilities to be put in place will be 
considered in detail at the next meeting. 
 

 Review and Adoption of Committee Code of Conduct. 
 

Chris Johnson presented an outline Code of Conduct which was briefly discussed and adopted 
unanimously by the Committee.   

  



 Discipline Committee 
The structure and composition of the Discipline Committee was reviewed. The following was 
approved: 

The committee will comprise at a minimum: 
A Chairman,  
The Club Secretary 
A representative of the section of the Club to which the accused is attached.  
 

Where the accused is a Junior member a member of the Club Safeguarding team should also 
be in attendance. 
 
The accused will have the right to have their own advocate in attendance. 
 

A proposal was made that Mick Lord should be asked if he would be prepared to chair the Club’s 
disciplinary committee. This was adopted by the Committee and an approach will be made to 
Mick along the lines adopted. 
 

 Review and approval of Annual Committee Programme 
 

The committee will meet at monthly intervals throughout the year, and more frequently if the 
need arises. Meetings will include reports from all sections of the Club, together with those from 
Club Officers. There will also be regular budget and policy reviews. 
 

 Reports 
Secretary’s report 
A report was presented by the Club Secretary. 
 
Annual Budget 
A budget was proposed by the Treasurer. This shows that holding the membership fee at 
2011/12 levels the additional costs to be incurred during the transition to Dunston result in a 
projected shortfall of £5000 which will be covered by drawing down on our reserves. 
 
Both reports were discussed in detail. The budget for 2012-2013 season was approved. 
 

 Membership forms 
A decision was taken to issue Membership Applications for the forthcoming season 
electronically to all current members who have provided email addresses. All  Senior, Junior and 
Mini/Midi coaches and team administrators will be provided with Word templates of all 
necessary documents and registration forms in a Membership Pack so that they’ll have access to 
blank forms in the absence of a central stock (i.e. a Clubhouse). 
The Membership Pack will include a Skills Audit which is intended to identify potential 
volunteers and expertise from the current membership and new recruits. 
This will take place before mid-July. 
 
Details of all current members without a valid email address are to be extracted from the 
membership register by the Secretary and supplied to Phil Arnold (Done – KB). 
 

 Club Accreditation 
 

Club Accreditation is the RFU’s whole-club replacement for Seal of Approval.  It’s based on a 
simple self-review of Club activities in line with various RFU criteria and assistance from the RDO 



(Matt Jefferson) is available to complete it. As the Club has Junior and Ladies’ sections there will 
need to be additional input from these areas of activity. The Secretary was asked to provide the 
Ladies’ section with details of the information required from them (Done – KB). 
 
Club Accreditation is being rolled out at the same time as the RFU’s Club Development Plan and 
there are several areas within each which are cross-cutting.  Graham Bell is leading with Club 
Development and a meeting has been arranged for Monday 16 July to move this along. The RDO 
has been invited to this meeting and hopefully the meeting will provide suitable data for the 
Club Accreditation process. 
 

 Correspondence 
 

The Secretary produced the RFU AGM invitation and proposed that Alex Murphy be nominated 
as proxy for Chesterfield Panthers RUFC and instructed to vote as his own discretion dictated. 
Adopted unanimously by the Committee. 
 

 AOB 
 

1. Proposal from the Treasurer 

The Club shall continue to use the Co-Operative Bank as our Bankers and shall continue 
to accept and comply with the terms and conditions as set out in the mandate supplied 
by this bank on 22nd May 2012. 

As approved at the Annual General Meeting held on 16th May 2012 the three signatories 
on the account shall be the Chairman (Christopher Johnson), the Secretary (Kevin 
Brown) and the Treasurer (Samuel Frederick Pell). 

 
This was adopted unanimously by the Committee. 

 
The Treasurer produced documents from the Cooperative Bank to validate the new 
signatories.  These were then duly signed by them. 

 
2. Mark Preece requested that a link be set up on the Club website to the Buy a Brick 

scheme. This will be looked in to. 
 

3. The Treasurer advised the committee that all the Club’s official documents are held by 
the Club’s official solicitor, Nelsons of Nottingham.  Our Point of Contact at Nelson’s is 
Duncan Taylor. The Secretary asked if a comprehensive list could be provided that could 
be saved electronically on the Club website. 

 
 

 Next meeting 
 

The next committee meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 31 July at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Britannia Inn, Old Road, Brampton, Chesterfield.  
Representatives of each playing section (Men, Women, Junior) are to be invited to help in 
reviewing the temporary arrangements to be put in place for the forthcoming season until we 
have sufficient facilities at Dunston. 
 



 
 
  

 
 

 


