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A word from the Press Box
Good evening everyone and welcome to Bell Close for

this evenings Spartan South Midlands Premier Division

clash, between ourselves and Potton United. A warm

welcome to our visitors, who we face for the 3rd but not

final time of the season!

Well, sadly our FA Vase run has now come to an end. We

exited the competition at the same stage we did in 2018,

the Quarter Finals. A 4-3 defeat away at the hands of

Corinthian FC. We were backed by such fantastic

support, with the crowd pretty much all Leighton! We

really appreciate and it has shown just how much

everyone has come together in recent weeks. We want

that to stay, as we still have 15 league games and 2 Cup

Semi-Finals to play! We need your help as we make a big

push, with the end of the campaign not far away. 

In other news, tonight is the third fixture between

ourselves and Potton of the season. It's a win for Potton

and a win for us so far, both of which came in cups.

Tonight, it's the first league instalment of the season

between us. It promises to be another exciting tie and we

hope you all enjoy the game this evening. Up the Town!



History
Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved in local

leagues until the outbreak of the Great War, and were winners of the Leighton and District League on several occasions.

Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 – which at the time was known as the Bedfordshire

County League. They were also members of the Spartan League between 1922/23 and 1951/52, but their only successes being the

Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923/24 and 1927/28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926/27.

In 1952, they became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, moved to the South Midlands

League. In 1965/66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the

Spartan League in 1967/68.

Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for three successive seasons in

1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved onto other clubs, and Leighton’s fortunes again declined.

A move to the United Counties League proved disastrous and, after just two seasons, the club rejoined the South Midlands League.

During the ‘70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.

In 1990/1991 the First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier Division Cup, both for the

first timThe 1991/2 season was one of the club’s best ever. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had eluded the club for so

long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League.

1992/3 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the first time since 1970. The Club missed

out on promotion in their first Isthmian League season by just a single point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.

1995/6 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian League, whilst at the same time retaining the Buckingham

Charity Cup.

In the 1996/7 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League Associated Members Trophy for the first time.  1998/99 saw the return of

the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham Charity Cup.

Season 2003/04 was arguably one of the Club’s best ever, as the First Team won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. The team

was also named Ryman Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also reached the Fifth

round of the FA Vase, and the final of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and Arlesey respectively.

The 2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and finished in a creditable tenth place. They also won

the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League Shield.e

in the club’s history.

The 05-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they finished 8th in The Southern League West

Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only suffered four defeats from the start of November until the end

of March, a play-off place just eluding them.

After three excellent victories interest in the FA.Trophy competition ended with a single goal defeat to eventual semi-finalists,

Borehamwood.

The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they again finished as Runners Up.

The Club were relocated to the Southern League, Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one League win in the first six games and

early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced by former Wycombe, professional

Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the Bucks Senior

Charity Cup.

The 07-08 started brightly with the first League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in the FA Cup saw the Club reach the

4th Qualifying Round for the first time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to Conference South, Havant and Waterlooville finally ended the run.

Keith Scott left in December to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was appointed as First Team

Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning the Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the

final of the Beds Senior Cup once more.

The 08/09 Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving their highest points total to date at

that level.

The 09/10 season saw Leighton once again finish in the top half of the table, when they finished in 9th place and they also lost the

Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town after penalties.



History
Season 2010/2011, saw Town finish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 points, their best performance since

joining the Southern Football League.

The 2011/2012  a poor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for several years.

  2012/13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they finished in 20th place.

2015/2016.   After 3 disappointing seasons  Leighton finished the season in the bottom two of the Southern

League Central Division and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in

the 1991/92 season.

2016/2017   This was a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet another

Managerial Change.  Things did pick up towards the end of the season and we eventually finished in 16th place.

2017/18   The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager and finished 4th in the League and  reached the Quarter

Finals of the FA VASE.   Gates improved and it was our best season for about 8 years, however Manager, Scott

Reynolds resigned at the end of the season.

2018/2019 The Club appointed experienced coach Danny Nicholls as the new Manager, but he resigned at the

start of October. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and Paul Copson as their Management Team and

results improved but we were unable to reach the top third of the table..

2019   We are hoping to be competitive this season with several new signings but this is a very difficult Division

and we are well aware of the quality of many of the teams.



VISITORS HISTORY
1943—Club formed during wartime.1945—When peace broke out the Club joined the South Midlands League. The first matches were played at The
Recreation Ground in Sandy Road.1947—A group of local volunteers prepared the present ground at The Hollow, renting the ground from the Land
Settlement Association. Won Bedfordshire Senior Cup.1948—Entered the FA Cup and in First Qualifying Round beat Stewartby Works 6-1 away, which is
still our highest score in this competition. Reached second Qualifying Round before losing 3-1 at Hitchin Town in a replay. Won Bedfordshire Senior
Cup.1952—Were drawn away to Bedford Town in the First Qualifying Round of the FA Cup. Supporters organized a train from Potton to Bedford but saw
Potton lose 0-6.1955—Made application to join London-based Parthenon League, but were rejected.1956—After a season in limbo the Club joined the
Central Alliance League Division One (South).1961—Joined the United Counties League.1963—Sunday football side Potton Casuals formed and played their
home matches at The Hollow.1964—Won Bedfordshire Senior Cup beating Shillington 5-3.1967—Potton Casuals Reserves formed and work of volunteers
saw a pitch prepared out of rough grassland, the area that is now part of the Cricket Club outfield.1969—Lost 10-0 away to Cambridge United n the FA
Cup (which is still our heaviest defeat in this competition).1972—Were in First Division of UCL when it was renamed Premier Division.1973—Our
landlords, The Land Settlement Association wanted to sell the ground and our President, Peter Hutchinson, bought the ground and gave the club a 99 year
lease at a peppercorn rent. Won League Knock Out Cup beating Bedford Eagles in the final.1974—Finished bottom of Premier Division.1976—Won
Bedfordshire Senior Cup.1977—Floodlights installed.1978—Agreement was reached with Potton Town Cricket Club that they could use the facilities at The
Hollow. Won Bedfordshire Senior Cup for fifth time.1984—Old dressing rooms (including communal bath) and clubroom was knocked down and replaced
by the current clubhouse and dressing room. Potton Sports & Social Club formed, which comprised Potton United FC, Potton Town CC and Potton Timber
Ltd Sports Club.1987—Won first League title when they were unbeaten on their travels.1988—New wooden stand built. Finished fourth in League.1989—
Won League title for second time and Ray Seekings scored a record 56 goals. Potton Tennis Club move to The Hollow with 2 tennis courts.1990—Finished
14th in Premier Division. Reached the Fifth Round of the FA Vase before losing 3-1 away to Billericay in front of a crowd of 1000 plus. Woodentops
Playgroup started using the clubhouse in January 1990.1991—Finished fourth in League. Long serving Manager Terry King leaves the club and was
replaced by Andy Lloyd and won Hunts Premier and Hinchingbrooke Cups. The Tennis Club enlarged their facilities and have 4 tennis courts incorporating
two Multi Use Games Area (MUGA).1994—Andy Lloyd resigned and was replaced by the charismatic Kenny Davidson (who is now living in Barbados).1995
—Won Bedfordshire Premier Cup. 16th in League.1997—Participated in 6 Cup Finals winning four of them. Finished fourth in Premier Division.1998—
Finished 14th in League. Kenny Davidson left the club and was replaced by Martin Humberstone, then Reserve Team Manager.1999—Finished bottom of
Premier Division but fortunately not relegated. Lost 7-0 at Aveley in Second Qualifying Round of FA Vase (our highest defeat). Potton Tennis Club had
Multi User Games Area installed.2000—Finished 18th in Premier Division.2001—Relegated to Division One after third consecutive season in a relegation
place.2002—Finished 15th in Division One before former Club Captain and fans favourite Dick Newman was appointed Manager.2003—Wooden stand
destroyed by fire. To mark the Club’s 60th Anniversary the Club played Rushden & Diamonds X1 that consisted mainly of youth players in front of a
crowd of 450. Finished sixth in Division One.2004—A storming campaign saw the Royals winning the Division One title with 80 points and scoring at
about 3 goals per game. Match between a Potton United X1 (comprising ex players) and an Arsenal ExProfessional & Celebrity X1 was played when the
current stand was officially opened and named The Derek Inskip Stand. Recorded highest win in FA Vase (4-1) when we beat Edgware Town away in
Round 2.
2005— Early in the year saw the death of two stalwarts of the club. Derek Inskip passed away in January having completed 50 years as Secretary And
Terry King passed away in February—he was associated with the club for 40 years as player and then Manager. Reached Round Four of FA Vase before
losing 2-1 at Bury Town. Finished runners-up to Cogenhoe United. A league match at Potton against Cogenhoe had to be abandoned due to floodlight
failure and the rearranged match was the last of the season and Cogenhoe held on to a draw to secure the title by one point in front of a crowd over 300.
Won League Knock Out Cup beating Woodford United in the final. Joint Managers Dick Newman and Roy Bloxham won 3 Manager of the Month awards
as well as Manager of the Season award. Dick Newman resigned and was replaced by Ian Donnelly.2006—Finished runners-up again, this time to
Woodford United on goal difference. Roy Bloxham replaced Ian Donnelly as Manager and also bringing back Dick Newman as Assistant.2007—Finished
fourth in League and lost on penalties in Final of League Knock Out Cup to Boston Town. Roy Bloxham resigned as Manager and was replaced by Dean
Chapman who had to build a new team as all of the first team had left to join other local clubs. We reached the Fourth Round of the FA Vase before losing
2-1 to eventual finalists AFC Totton. Finished fourth in league.2008—After finishing our league programme early in April we had a nervous wait for other
clubs to finish their programme of matches and escaped relegation by one point. Dean Chapman resigned as Manager and was replaced by Dean Shipp.
Another rebuilding of the squad with the emphasis on youth and local players. Constitution of Potton Sports & Social Club revised to now incorporate as
members—Potton United FC, Potton Town CC, Potton Tennis Club and Woodentops Playgroup.2009—Finished second from bottom in the Premier
Division, and under instructions from the FA to the UCL the club were relegated to the Division One as the ground did not come up to the required
standards.July 2009—Manager Dean Shipp tendered his resignation and Tom Galvin and Declan Milton were appointed Joint Managers, being assisted by
Tony Galvin, the ex Spurs and Republic of Ireland player as Head Coach.2009-10—Finished in the bottom half of Division One and losing finalist in
Bedfordshire Senior Trophy2010-11—In September Tom Galvin decided he wanted to concentrate on playing and so Darren Staniforth and Glen Clark were
appointed joint Managers. Finished near bottom of Division One.2011-12—Darren and Glen still in charge, signing a few new players. Nicky Stocks
replaced Glen Clark during the year. Reserves reformed under the management of Duncan Field and Kieran Dempsey and they will compete in Division
Two of the Bedfordshire County League.2012-13—In lower level of both UCL and Bedfordshire County Leagues. Reached final of Beds FA Senior Trophy
but lost 1-0 to Bedford FC. In March 2013 ground improvements finished that included fencing round the pitch, hard standing now all the way round the
pitch and pay hut.2013-14—Planning permission granted for covered standing for 50 spectators. Applied for funding for new floodlights. First Team
finished 10th in league and Reserves in lower half odf their league.2014-15—Application for grant for new floodlights has been granted and new
floodlights being installed. Small Spectator Stand being installed. Reserves enter UCL Reserve Division under management of Nicky Stocks and a Potton
United Under 18 has been entered in the Royston Crow League and will play their home matches at The Hollow on Sundays. The 1st team finished in 3rd
place in Div 1, just missing out on promotion and got to the UCL knock-out cup final, losing 3-0 to AFC Rushden & Diamonds.2015-16 – The club finished
in 7th position in Division one, narrowly missing out on a FA Cup place for the next season2016-17 – The club enter a reserve side back in the UCL under
the management of Matt Gedney, Steve Maddix and Brad Smith and they make their way to the final of the Beds Intermediate Cup, losing on penalties to
AFC Dunstable U21s. Laurence Revell takes over the rolw of 1st team Manager in October 2016 with Darren Staniforth stepping up to Football General
Manager to oversee all teams within the club. The 1st team finish in 6th position in Division One which earns them a place in the FA Cup for the 2017-18
season.2017-18 – The club runs an under 18 team for only the second time in the clubs history, which was entered in the Northants Senior Youth League.
Laurence resigns as manager in December 2016 and former Potton striker Steve Kuhne takes over the role assisted by Lee Pyke. The 1st team go on a
great run in February/March which sees them finish as runners up and promoted back to Step 5 of the football pyramid. They also feature in the final of
the North Beds Charity Cup, beating Bedford FC 2-0. The reserves management resign in January and are replaced by senior players James Jordan and
Joe Wills.2018-19 – The FA laterally moved the 1st team to the Spartan South Midlands League but the reserves remain in the UCL. The 1st team finished
a creditable 7th place in the league and made the final of the league challenge trophy. Steve Kuhne resigns at the end of the season and Laurence Revell
returns to the club as manager



Away Fan Guide
Transport

Bell Close (LU7 1RX)  is situated in the

centre of Leighton Buzzard, opposite

Morrisons.

There is a bus stop next to the

entrance and the Train Station is a 15

minute walk away, where trains run

frequently to London, Milton Keynes,

Birmingham etc.

If you are coming to Bell Close by car,

you can come through Town or down

off the bypass (A4146) and down

Grovebury Road. This will avoid a

potential busy Town Centre,

especially on a Saturday Afternoon.

Parking can be found at the ground, or

further afield in a number of side

streets.

Parking at the ground on a busy

matchday will be limited.
 

Food and Drink

 At the club, we have a brilliant tea bar

that serves a massive range of hot

and cold food items, including

burgers, bacon, sausages, curry and

more!

In the bar, we have light snacks, as

well as a range of draught lagers and

ciders.

We also have soft drinks as well as

bottles of ale and beer.

In Town, there are a range of pubs,

with The Sun being the pub the

closest in proximity to Bell Close.

In Town there is a Wetherspoons, as

well as fish and chip shops and

restaurants.

Across the road, there is Morrisons

who have a Deli Counter serving hot

food.



Our Sponsors

Our Sponsors for this year:

R P Brightman

Osborne Morris & Morgan

Leighton Buzzard Dry Lining and Suspended

Ceiling

Gracechurch Wealth Management

Buttle PLC

Jackson and Phillips

S B Mills

L F Carpentry

Bolster Construction

Buzzard Fascias and Fittings

 

Interested in Sponsoring your local team? Get in

contact with us!





Want to advertise with us? 
Get in contact with us for

our advertising
opportunities!





N. Greenford United (H)
Saturday 14th March, 3PM
Bell Close, LU7 1RX
League
 
Colney Heath (H)
Tuesday 17th March, 7:45PM
Bell Close, LU7 1RX
DLT Semi-Final
 
Oxhey Jets (A)
Saturday 21st March, 3PM
The Boundary Stadium
League
 

FIXTURES



STAY UP TO DATE,

FOLLOW  US!

Leighton Town FC

Official

@LeightonTownFC

@leightontownfc

#YourTownYourTeam



REPORT vs Corinthian
With the rain winning last weekend, the re-arranged game at Gay Dawn Farm saw Town bitterly miss out on progressing to

the Semi-Final’s.It was certainly a game a neutral would enjoy, but for fans of either team, it was nail-biting.Town started

very brightly in the opening exchanges, with Webb firing wide of the mark, before James Towell had a great chance, albeit

from a tight angle. His effort just went the wrong side of the post.However, it would be the hosts who took the lead on 9

minutes. Jack Billings rounded the Town rearguard and Jamie Head in the sticks with ease and tucked the ball home to

make it 1-0.But, it was only 1-0 for a few moments as Town pulled themselves back onto level terms. Danny Webb’s 42nd

goal in all competitions, saw him get on the end of James Towell’s flick on and poke the ball home past the stranded

Corinthian keeper!But in what was a frantic four minutes, Corinthian went back in front just 2 minutes later!Luke Tanner

finished off a Corinthian attack, to put the hosts in the lead again. All this, inside 13 minutes.The first half remained very

cagey throughout, with neither side grabbing a foothold. Ashton Campbell’s testing drive at the keeper on 32 minutes,

was a good chance for Town.However, Town did end the Half very strongly and certainly became the more dominate side.

There were big shouts for a penalty when Silford’s cross clearly struck the arm of a Corinthian defender, but nothing was

given by the officials.On 40 minutes, Town were forced into a change. Alfie Osborne picked up a knock and Louie Collier

came on in his place.Just before the interval, the ever-lively Collier had a good chance after some great footwork, but his

effort was palmed away by the keeper, before McClelland’s follow up cross-come-shot was somehow just dealt with.The

second half couldn’t have started much better for Town, as they were back on level terms on 48 minutes! Collier’s

beautiful bit of skill on the left allowed him to run to the byline of the Corinthian goal, before squaring to Campbell, who’s

effort was nodded home accidentally by a Corinthian defender!With Town now on the front foot, they set about to try and

get themselves in front.Captain Jordon Frederick entered the book on 60 minutes.Jamie Head made a good save to deny

a long range Corinthian strike, but Town continued to play well and looked like scoring again.On 62 minutes, came a

massive chance for Town. Webby’s great ball into the box found Collier in space just 8 yards out. However, the keeper got

out fantastically to make a great save to deny Town going in front.However, he couldn’t deny them on 65 minutes, as

Town put themselves into the lead for the first time in the game!Webb showed his class on the right to hook a ball into the

box, which saw Ashton Campbell rise to meet it and power a header past the keeper, sparking scenes behind the goal

between players and the brilliant travelling support!With Town now in front and with only 25 minutes to play, they knew it

was going to be tough.Archie McClelland came off on 72 minutes and was replaced by Kieran Turner.With time ticking on,

Corinthian continued to pile on the pressure.On 75 minutes, they pulled themselves back on to level terms. A long free

kick was whipped into the area and headed home by Jack Bath, to make it 3-3.Despite it now being level, Corinthian we’re

beginning to dominate the tie. Town still looked good going forward, with pace on the charge.The hosts had a couple of

speculative efforts go wide as the game continued to tick on.There were 2 Corinthian yellow cards given in quick

succession for 2 fouls on Silford. The first, as he broke away from his own area, he was swiped at horrifically by a

Corinthian player, which could’ve been a red.The second, up at the other box, he was taken out at. However, nothing was

conjured up from the free-kick.With the 4th official raising the board for 4 minutes of added time, it was heartbreak for

the Town. Corinthian broke through on the right hand side and slid a ball across the penalty spot. A very, very unfortunate

slip saw Corinthian’s Emmanuel Oloyede with space to finish past Head, to make it 4-3.With injury time still to play, Town

still had a few minutes to try and find a way to make it 4-4. Ben Pattie was introduced in place of Dave Murphy.James

Towell let fly from the edge of the area, which saw his shot whistle wide.A free kick on the left hand side was whipped in

towards Pattie, but it was dealt with by the Corinthian backline.Then, the referee blew that dreaded full time whistle. The

Town players sunk to their knees, whilst the Corinthian players celebrated reaching the semi finals, which will see them

face Hebburn over 2 legs.Absolutely heartbreaking stuff for Town, who have been absolutely excellent throughout this

run and over the last 5 months. Just Town’s second defeat in that time, both of which have come in the cups.8 games

played in the Vase and 7 wins, with memorable games like Eastbourne, Eynesbury and Bradford along the way. The players

have been magnificent, the managers have made the Town proud.Town go again in the league on Tuesday evening, when

they welcome Potton to Bell Close in the league.A massive thank you goes out to everyone who travelled to Kent, to

support the Town. There were more away than home fans by quite some way, so thank you for your support yesterday and

throughout the Vase this season.



Corinthian Away: The Pictures!

All Smiles from Ash after another Vase goal! What a performance from Louie Collier!

Work Rate and Quality as usual from Arch! Silfs enjoyed that one...

Your Town, Your Team. 





The Table!

We still have 15 league games to go!
We need your support for the run-in!



The Tea Bar Menu



U18s Next Fixture

Entry is just £1!



Lewis Todd

Tom Bryant

Tom Silford

Dave Murphy

 Carl Resch

Alfie Osborne

James Towell

Jordon Fredericks

Ashton Campbell

 Danny Webb

 Archie McClelland

 Ben Pattie

 Alex Condon

 Kieran Turner

 Billy Baird

 Louie Collier

 Michael Donkor

 Ross Adams

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

1.  Sam Irish

2.  Niall Jones

3.  Callum Wilson

4.  Sam Willis

5.  Josh Howard-Dobson

6.  James Smith

7.  Tashriq Andrews

8.  Rafe Goodman

9.  Tony Williams

10.Ibrara Camara

11.Abraham Eze

12.George Brinkman

14.Jordan Goodman

15.Ieuan Lewis

16.Phil Payne

17.Dequane Wilson-

Braithwaite

Squads

Today's Officials:
Conor Griffin, Fadi Mansour, Adam Marsh


