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A word from the Press Box
Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon and welcome to Bell Close, for

today's SSML Premier Division tie against Arlesey Town. A very warm

welcome to our visitors.

It's been 2 weeks since our last footballing endeavour, when we played

host to Biggleswade United at Bell Close. We ran out comfortable 3-1

victors, with goals from Danny Webb (2) and Ben Pattie.

We climbed to 8th in the table, but with other teams plating, we now sit

in 10th. However, we have many games in hand on the teams above us,

see the table further on in the programme.

Our game last Saturday against Baldock Town, at Arlesey's New Lamb

Meadow, was postponed due to a waterlogged pitch. 

So, to have football to look forward to this Saturday is fantastic.

It's also our final home game of 2019 and of the decade. There's been

countless fixtures played on the Bell Close turf over the last 10 years

and changes around the ground as well. We're thankful for continued

support throughout the decade and the year, as we continue to be the

most supported club in the SSML. 

Last Friday, we announced our new away kit. Yellow and Black stripes,

accompanies with yellow shorts and socks. See this new strip in action

for the first time at Creasey Park on December 28th, when we face

Dunstable Town, in a Christmas Local Derby!

Once again, from all of us at the football club, our extended thanks for

your support throughout this year. Long may it continue throughout

2020 and we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!



History
Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved in local

leagues until the outbreak of the Great War, and were winners of the Leighton and District League on several occasions.

Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 – which at the time was known as the Bedfordshire

County League. They were also members of the Spartan League between 1922/23 and 1951/52, but their only successes being the

Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923/24 and 1927/28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926/27.

In 1952, they became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, moved to the South Midlands

League. In 1965/66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the

Spartan League in 1967/68.

Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for three successive seasons in

1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved onto other clubs, and Leighton’s fortunes again declined.

A move to the United Counties League proved disastrous and, after just two seasons, the club rejoined the South Midlands League.

During the ‘70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.

In 1990/1991 the First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier Division Cup, both for the

first timThe 1991/2 season was one of the club’s best ever. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had eluded the club for so

long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League.

1992/3 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the first time since 1970. The Club missed

out on promotion in their first Isthmian League season by just a single point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.

1995/6 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian League, whilst at the same time retaining the Buckingham

Charity Cup.

In the 1996/7 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League Associated Members Trophy for the first time.  1998/99 saw the return of

the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham Charity Cup.

Season 2003/04 was arguably one of the Club’s best ever, as the First Team won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. The team

was also named Ryman Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also reached the Fifth

round of the FA Vase, and the final of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and Arlesey respectively.

The 2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and finished in a creditable tenth place. They also won

the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League Shield.e

in the club’s history.

The 05-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they finished 8th in The Southern League West

Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only suffered four defeats from the start of November until the end

of March, a play-off place just eluding them.

After three excellent victories interest in the FA.Trophy competition ended with a single goal defeat to eventual semi-finalists,

Borehamwood.

The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they again finished as Runners Up.

The Club were relocated to the Southern League, Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one League win in the first six games and

early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced by former Wycombe, professional

Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the Bucks Senior

Charity Cup.

The 07-08 started brightly with the first League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in the FA Cup saw the Club reach the

4th Qualifying Round for the first time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to Conference South, Havant and Waterlooville finally ended the run.

Keith Scott left in December to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was appointed as First Team

Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning the Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the

final of the Beds Senior Cup once more.

The 08/09 Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving their highest points total to date at

that level.

The 09/10 season saw Leighton once again finish in the top half of the table, when they finished in 9th place and they also lost the

Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town after penalties.



History
Season 2010/2011, saw Town finish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 points, their best performance since

joining the Southern Football League.

The 2011/2012  a poor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for several years.

  2012/13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they finished in 20th place.

2015/2016.   After 3 disappointing seasons  Leighton finished the season in the bottom two of the Southern

League Central Division and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in the

1991/92 season.

2016/2017   This was a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet another

Managerial Change.  Things did pick up towards the end of the season and we eventually finished in 16th place.

2017/18   The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager and finished 4th in the League and  reached the Quarter

Finals of the FA VASE.   Gates improved and it was our best season for about 8 years, however Manager, Scott

Reynolds resigned at the end of the season.

2018/2019 The Club appointed experienced coach Danny Nicholls as the new Manager, but he resigned at the start

of October. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and Paul Copson as their Management Team and results

improved but we were unable to reach the top third of the table..

2019   We are hoping to be competitive this season with several new signings but this is a very difficult Division

and we are well aware of the quality of many of the teams.



AWAY DAY TO EYNESBURY!

THE FOURTH ROUND...
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

TELL YOUR FRIENDS...
IT'S YOUR TOWN, IT'S YOUR TEAM!



There are still spaces available for
our Supporters Coaches to

Eynesbury Rovers! To book a seat,
contact @KieranCarvell6 on Twitter,

or see him at today's game!



Arlesey Town Football Club celebrated their centenary in 1991, having been formed by a group of local people before the turn of the last century. Before the Second World War,

Soccer was played on a localised basis, and in common with many clubs in the area, Arlesey competed in the flourishing Biggleswade & District League and entered the Biggleswade

Knock-out Cup.During the 1920's, the club joined the Bedfordshire County League - which was later to become the South Midlands League. Arlesey originally played at 'The Bury'

before moving to their former home, 'Lamb Meadow.' The ground took its name from 'The Lamb,' a former Public House situated near the site which, for many years acted as the club's

headquarters and changing rooms. The birth of the modern era is owed to the foresight of officials of the late 1940's and early 1950's. They purchased the premises and became

landlords for the princely sum of just £500 in 1948. Four years later, in 1952, an adjoining area was bought and this is where the clubhouse used to stand. The story goes that

twoCommittee members missed their train to Kings Cross and with time to kill, saw a notice in a local Estate Agent's window for a forthcoming auction of the land. They returned the

following week and purchased the said land for the clubhouse. The area lay unused for a number of years until the arrival of 'Biggs Wall' who negotiated with the club to build temporary

offices and canteen facilities - which the Football Club then bought back, turning them into what was then, the clubhouse. The first competitive match under floodlights was played in

January 1981 against the now defunct ‘Pirton FC’ and two months later the Blues played host to Luton Town for the official opening in front of over 1,000 spectators.

Supporting the Executive Committee's wish to cross the pyramid to the United Counties League. With two indifferent terms in the U.C.L., Arlesey lifted the Premier Division crown in

season 1984-85.During the late 1980’s the Blues won the United Counties League, Premier Division Cup and a Beds Premier Cup final appearance against Luton Town. During the

1991 centenary year in the blues lifted the South Midlands Floodlight Cup with a fine victory over fellow U.C.L. side Irthlingborough Diamonds, who went on to become Rushden &

Diamonds in the football league.With the rising cost of UCL travel and the attraction of more 'local derbies' in 1991-92 it was decided to resign from the United Counties League and

cross to the familiar surroundings of the South Midlands League. A successful first year campaign saw the Blues finish in third place and in their second season finished sixth in the

league and lifted the Premier Division Cup. The club also gained national recognition following a marvellous run in the FA Vase to the quarterfinals, with victories Flackwell Heath 2-0,

Ware 1-0, Haverhill Rovers 2-1, Eastwood Hanley 2-1, Falmouth Town 5-3, and Oadby Town 2-1. In the quarterfinal the blues faced old U.C.L. foes Boston in a thrilling game and lost out

to an injury time winner.With changes to support and playing staff for 1994/5 the results exceeded expectations. The South Midlands League championship was won with a record

107 points, but even this memorable feat was eclipsed when Arlesey Town defeated Oxford City at Wembley Stadium in front of over 13,000 spectators to lift the F.A. Carlsberg

Challenge Vase on May 13, 1995.

In 1995/5 season saw the Blues crash out of the Vase at the first hurdle but the South Midlands League Championship Crown was retained. The season culminated in three Cup finals

for the club; the 1st XI were runners-up to Ely City in the Hinchingbrooke Cup, the Under 16 Youth side were beaten East Anglian Youth Cup finalists while Peter Milton's Reserve side

lifted the S.M.L. Reserve Challenge Trophy. After finishing in third place the 1996/7 campaign ended with the Blues relinquishing the S.M.L. title. However the Lamb Meadow trophy

cabinet remained in a healthy position as they lifted the Beds Senior Cup (the first time since 1979) and also lifted the Hinchingbrooke Cup (last won in 1982). May 1997 saw Robbie

O'Keefe tender his resignation, moving on to a higher grade of football with Baldock Town. In just three seasons Arlesey Town had achieved national recognition with F.A. Vase

success and two league championships, a County Senior Cup victory and a Hinchingbrooke Cup triumph.For season 1997-98 team were unable to keep pace and their championship

aspirations soon evaporated. An FA Vase 3rd round exit occurred in Cornwall's Porthleven in December and the Blues' last chance of picking up any silverware disappeared at the

hands of arch rivals Stotfold who loosened Arlesey's grip on the Hinchingbrooke Cup with a 2-0 semi-final victory. After a lengthy campaign the club finally received planning

permission for a new ground just a few hundred yards along Hitchin Road. After a development project the club moved in on April 30th, 1999 and are now able to boast some of the

finest facilities in the area with a purpose built Members Bar, multi-purpose Function & Conference Suite, all-seater stand and training pitch.

The first season at the new Hitchin Road ground began with nine straight Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division victories as Ironton's men stormed to the top of the table. A

mid season blip in form threatened the side's hard work but having secured the services of coach Alan Dawson, the Blues went from strength to strength and went on to lift their fifth

South Midlands League Championship. A run in of eight consecutive victories culminated in a 2-0 triumph at Milton Keynes City on Thursday 4th May meant the Blues secured the

championship. With their ground grading 'Arlesey Town were promoted to the Ryman Isthmian League Division Three. The sale of Dave Kitson to Nationwide Football League Club

Cambridge United halfway through the season, did little to upset their cause indeed, the signing of ex Stevenage Boro' striker Neil Trebble boosted their season. A prolific striker,

Trebble netted an amazing 18 goals from 17 starts and one wonders just how many he would have scored had he been with the Blues at the start of the season.A magnificent first

season in the Ryman League, saw the club lose just two league matches (one at home and one away) as they raced away to win the Third Division Championship scoring an Isthmian

League record of 138 goals and the Blues also gained the record of being the first club to attain a 100 + goal difference in the league's 96 year history.During 2002 season Chairman

Bryan Ellis fulfilled his promise to elevate the club to another level following a successful application to the 'Football Stadia Improvement Fund.' A six-figure grant enabled the club to

meet the league's ground-grading criteria that gave the Blues a new covered stand for 600 spectators, a new open terrace and two new turnstiles. On the pitch, Arlesey boss Nicky

Ironton led his side to the last 16 of the FA Carlsberg Vase, secured a highly creditable final Division Two fourth place and lifted the Beds Premier Cup for the first time since 1984.

The 2002/2003 season was a consolidation for the rapid successes of the previous years and the highlight was an extended run in the FA Cup winning 4 away matches in reaching the

fourth qualifying round. The reward was yet another away fixture, this time at Nationwide Conference club, Hereford United. Arlesey Town represented the Ryman League Division One

north and after going behind to a sixth minute 'soft' goal, they more than matched their opponents in all departments, even having a goal disallowed. It was such a gallant performance

that at the end of the tie, the relieved Hereford fans gave their guests a standing ovation. At the end of the 2002/3 Arlesey's Hitchin Road ground hosted two EUFA Ladies qualifying

fixtures including England versus Spain. It was seen as a just reward for all the hard work that had been done at the Club by many of its members in recent years.Season 2003/2004

saw Arlesey Town yet again in the national limelight following a fantastic run to the last 16 of the FA Trophy defeating on the way, both after away draws ‘Hayes FC’ from the Ryman

Premier Division and ‘Dagenham & Redbridge FC’ from the Nationwide Conference league. This resulted in an away game with ‘Exeter City FC’ who had just been relegated from the

football league. Although losing the game the blues gained respect with an outstanding performance. The season ended with Arlesey Town failing to gain promotion to the new

premier structure on goal difference but small consolation was gained when the Blues lifted the ‘Bedfordshire Senior Cup’ after defeating fellow Ryman League club outfit Leighton

Town at Hitchin Road in May.

The season was topped of in early August of this year as Arlesey beat neighbours Luton Town in the Beds Premier Cup to make a quite unique “treble” for the side.The first season in

the Premier League was seen as a settling in period targeting staying up and a good cup run, both of these ambitions were achieved with the club reaching the F.A. Cup 1st round

proper for the first time in their history.The second season again saw a good FA Cup run that went again to the 1st round proper before it ended at the Ricoh Stadium against Coventry

City. The season finished on a knife edge as Arlesey missed out on the play off spot of the Premier Div by just a single point. Although promotion was narrowly missed the Red Insure

League Cup was won in a 2 legged final v Frome to bring home yet another impressive piece of Silverware.The squad like all good squads was rebuilt again through the summer and we

looked forward to another successful season.But as the Abbeys left to take up management elsewhere we had a change of Management and in November 2013 Rufus Brevett

arrived to take the club forward. Although his 1st season was “steady” a very difficult season in 2014-15 saw several changes of management as results failed to materialise a Rufus

gave way after Christmas to ex manager Nick Ironton but again this failed to halt the slide and he in turn gave way during the season as Zema Abbey came back with brother Nathan as

joint managers, Although this led to an improvement in playing style but they were unable to prevent relegation in the end back to the Central Division. The new season saw us

struggle to get to grips with the style of the new division and early form showed us propping up the division but a second half resurgence saw us push up the division to finish in a mid-

table position. Last season saw us with most of last season’s players returning to try to prove their point that they somewhat under achieved in the previous season.Season 2017-18

proved a very difficult year with a season plagued by injuries and problems and indeed a terrible record of no league wins at home all season saw us unfortunately get relegated from

the Southern league.

VISITORS HISTORY



Away Fan Guide
Transport

Bell Close (LU7 1RX)  is situated in the

centre of Leighton Buzzard, opposite

Morrisons.

There is a bus stop next to the

entrance and the Train Station is a 15

minute walk away, where trains run

frequently to London, Milton Keynes,

Birmingham etc.

If you are coming to Bell Close by car,

you can come through Town or down

off the bypass (A4146) and down

Grovebury Road. This will avoid a

potential busy Town Centre,

especially on a Saturday Afternoon.

Parking can be found at the ground, or

further afield in a number of side

streets.

Parking at the ground on a busy

matchday will be limited.
 

Food and Drink

 At the club, we have a brilliant tea bar

that serves a massive range of hot

and cold food items, including

burgers, bacon, sausages, curry and

more!

In the bar, we have light snacks, as

well as a range of draught lagers and

ciders.

We also have soft drinks as well as

bottles of ale and beer.

In Town, there are a range of pubs,

with The Sun being the pub the

closest in proximity to Bell Close.

In Town there is a Wetherspoons, as

well as fish and chip shops and

restaurants.

Across the road, there is Morrisons

who have a Deli Counter serving hot

food.



Our Sponsors

Our Sponsors for this year:

R P Brightman

Osborne Morris & Morgan

Leighton Buzzard Dry Lining and Suspended

Ceiling

Gracechurch Wealth Management

Buttle PLC

Jackson and Phillips

S B Mills

L F Carpentry

Bolster Construction

Buzzard Fascias and Fittings

 

Interested in Sponsoring your local team? Get in

contact with us!





Want to advertise with us? 
Get in contact with us for

our advertising
opportunities!





STAY UP TO DATE,

FOLLOW  US!

Leighton Town FC

Official

@LeightonTownFC

@leightontownfc

#YourTownYourTeam



CHRISTMAS FUN!





REPORT vs Bigg. United
With the Christmas decorations up in the clubhouse and the cold winter afternoons settling in, Town were in

the mood to stretch their unbeaten run to 12 games.Biggleswade United were the visitors to Bell Close, the

last team to beat the Town in the league, some 2 months ago.With a minutes silence served impeccably by the

184 strong crowd, in memory of Keith Powell, Town set out on the front foot.Sweeney’s men were looking

rampant and quick on the attack, with Webb and McClelland going close early on.They continued to combine

well when Webb back-heeled to McClelland in the area, but the latter’s shot could only sting the palms of the

teenage United goalkeeper.Then on 31 minutes, Town took a deserved lead!A searching ball down the left

channel was latched on to by Webb, who caught the keeper off of his line and left him stranded with a delicious

lob, that sent the home crowd wild!A goal that Town deserved after a dominate half an hour display, with the

visitors not even mustering a shot on goal.They did when Culkin struck low into Kirkwood’s hands just before

the break, but nothing more than a pop shot.At the break, Tom Silford was replaced by last Saturday’s Vase

hero, Ross Adams.The second half started badly for the Town, when Resch brought down former Town front-

man, Lorrell Smith, in the area. Smith himself stepped up and converted past Kirkwood into the bottom left

corner.Tom Bryant shortly after entered the book, on his 100th appearance for the club! Congratulations,

Tom!Biggleswade continued to apply some pressure on the Town rear-guard, but they stood firm, not allowing

the visitors to test Kirkwood.He was called into action on the 64th minute, but it was a routine save low to his

left.On the 67th minute, the game took a turn after the introduction of Ben Pattie, who came on for Martin

Conway.That turn, a positive one, as after riding out pressure, Town regained their lead on 70 minutes!What a

goal it was as well! Ben Pattie with his first touches, shifted the ball out of his feet and let fly from all of 30

yards! The shot dipped and arrowed itself into the top corner, an absolutely unbelievable strike from Pattie,

who missed last Saturday’s Vase game.Town set out on making the game more comfortable for themselves,

but couldn’t convert a good opportunity that came their way in the area. Pattie blasting over the bar.Lorrell

Smith was given a gift in the area after a very lucky bounce, but Kirkwood was on his toes and made a sublime

stop to deny him and his side an equaliser.On the 83rd minute, Town were reduced to 10 men. Substitute Ross

Adams’ poor tackle on the halfway line, sparked some unsavoury scenes, that saw Captain Jordon Fredericks

and United’s 5 also enter the pocketbook of the referee.With Town down to 10, they knew it would be backs

against the wall, to see out the remainder of the game.Sonny Newbury-Barr was replaced by Alex Condon as

the game entered its final exchanges.United continued to throw the kitchen sink forward to try and bombard

the Town box, but couldn’t get anywhere near it, with Murphy and Resch commanding the defensive line

brilliantly. Debutant Billy Baird and Tom Bryant also doing well dealing with United’s wide threats.With 7

minutes injury time already played, the whistle still hadn’t been blown. And when Danny Webb set away on his

bike, Town went and made it 3-1.From his own pass up the line, he chased it down putting the keeper and

defender under pressure. The keeper kicked the ball into Webb and from a ridiculously tight angle, he finished

with class to stop any chance of a Biggleswade equaliser!A brilliant finish and a deserved brace from a man

who not only works so hard, but loves a goal or two.That win now sees Town climb to 8th in the table, with

games in hand on everyone except Colney Heath above them.Another entertaining encounter and a deserved

win after a dominate, commanding, rampant display, with three brilliant Town goals.



THE TABLE





FIXTURES



A Sports Roundup for the Local Area,

covering all things Leighton Town and

Football in the area! 

Tune in every Monday from 8PM, on

Leighton Buzz Radio!

Download the App: 

LB Radio on the AppStore

Leighton Buzz Radio on GooglePlay



The Tea Bar Menu



Brad Kirkwood

Tom Bryant

Tom Silford

Dave Murphy

 Carl Resch

Alfie Osborne

James Towell

Jordon Fredericks

Ashton Campbell

 Danny Webb

 Archie McClelland

 Ben Pattie

 Alex Condon

 Kuda Butawo

 Luke Pyman

 Anthony Leslie

 Michael Donkor

 Ross Adams

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Dan Smith

Josh Brown

Ross Taylor

Jason Darvall

Alassane Gomis

Jardell Stirling

Ryan Lamond

Demi Debola

Charlie Moss

 James Hatch

 Aaron Brown

 IaIa Jau

 Charlie Black

 Luis Fernandes

 Adam Randall

 Oussama Bennani

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Squads



OFFICIALS
Referee: Joseph Casey.

 Assistants: Giani Pop and Ruben

Fernandez.


