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People at the Club
Chairman: Alan Penman

Vice Chairman: Steve Harris

Secretary: Roy Parker

Director of Football: Sean Downey

Treasurer: Steve Harris

Hall Hire: Pauline Parker

Match Photos: Andrew Parker

Match Reporter: Kieran Carvell

Programme Editor: Kieran Carvell

Kitman: Kieran Carvell

Groundsman: Bruce Warner

 

Do you want to help your local club?

Got involved and volunteer, a few hours a

week could make all the difference!



Welcome to Bell Close
Good Afternoon, Good Morning, Good Evening to you all,

wherever and whenever you are reading this!

Hopefully, you're joining us at Bell Close and it is a pleasure

to have you down with us, for todays massive Emirates FA

Cup clash with Thornbury Town.

We would like to welcome our visitors, who have made the

long trip from South Gloucestershire this morning! We hope

you enjoy your time here at Bell Close. 

A busy week at the club, starting with our opening day defeat

here against Aylesbury. 

On Tuesday, we travelled to Arlesey and picked up a point in a

1-1 draw, our first point of the season. 

The AGM was then on Wednesday evening. Thank you to

everyone who attended.

Now, our attentions turn to the FA Cup, in what promises to

be a very special occasion for both sides. This is Thornbury's

first EVER FA Cup game and we are honoured to be hosting

them here at Bell Close.

We hope you enjoy the game and continue to show your

support for the rest of the season!

Up the Town!



History
Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved in local

leagues until the outbreak of the Great War, and were winners of the Leighton and District League on several occasions.

Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 – which at the time was known as the Bedfordshire

County League. They were also members of the Spartan League between 1922/23 and 1951/52, but their only successes being the

Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923/24 and 1927/28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926/27.

In 1952, they became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, moved to the South Midlands

League. In 1965/66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the

Spartan League in 1967/68.

Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for three successive seasons in

1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved onto other clubs, and Leighton’s fortunes again declined.

A move to the United Counties League proved disastrous and, after just two seasons, the club rejoined the South Midlands League.

During the ‘70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.

In 1990/1991 the First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier Division Cup, both for the

first timThe 1991/2 season was one of the club’s best ever. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had eluded the club for so

long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League.

1992/3 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the first time since 1970. The Club missed

out on promotion in their first Isthmian League season by just a single point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.

1995/6 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian League, whilst at the same time retaining the Buckingham

Charity Cup.

In the 1996/7 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League Associated Members Trophy for the first time.  1998/99 saw the return of

the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham Charity Cup.

Season 2003/04 was arguably one of the Club’s best ever, as the First Team won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. The team

was also named Ryman Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also reached the Fifth

round of the FA Vase, and the final of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and Arlesey respectively.

The 2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and finished in a creditable tenth place. They also won

the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League Shield.e

in the club’s history.

The 05-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they finished 8th in The Southern League West

Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only suffered four defeats from the start of November until the end

of March, a play-off place just eluding them.

After three excellent victories interest in the FA.Trophy competition ended with a single goal defeat to eventual semi-finalists,

Borehamwood.

The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they again finished as Runners Up.

The Club were relocated to the Southern League, Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one League win in the first six games and

early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced by former Wycombe, professional

Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the Bucks Senior

Charity Cup.

The 07-08 started brightly with the first League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in the FA Cup saw the Club reach the

4th Qualifying Round for the first time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to Conference South, Havant and Waterlooville finally ended the run.

Keith Scott left in December to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was appointed as First Team

Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning the Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the

final of the Beds Senior Cup once more.

The 08/09 Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving their highest points total to date at

that level.

The 09/10 season saw Leighton once again finish in the top half of the table, when they finished in 9th place and they also lost the

Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town after penalties.



History
Season 2010/2011, saw Town finish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 points, their best performance since

joining the Southern Football League.

The 2011/2012  a poor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for several years.

  2012/13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they finished in 20th place.

2015/2016.   After 3 disappointing seasons  Leighton finished the season in the bottom two of the Southern

League Central Division and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in the

1991/92 season.

2016/2017   This was a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet another

Managerial Change.  Things did pick up towards the end of the season and we eventually finished in 16th place.

2017/18   The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager and finished 4th in the League and  reached the Quarter

Finals of the FA VASE.   Gates improved and it was our best season for about 8 years, however Manager, Scott

Reynolds resigned at the end of the season.

2018/2019 The Club appointed experienced coach Danny Nicholls as the new Manager, but he resigned at the start

of October. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and Paul Copson as their Management Team and results

improved but we were unable to reach the top third of the table..

2019   We are hoping to be competitive this season with several new signings but this is a very difficult Division

and we are well aware of the quality of many of the teams.



The Visitors History
The exact date of the formation of the club is uncertain, but there are records of football being played in the late 1800s, with

the first mention of "Thornbury Town" in 1898. Before the outbreak of World War I, Thornbury played in the Dursley & Wotton

League, with records of games against Chipping Sodbury Town, Wickwar and Westbury Park. During this time Dr. E. M. Grace,

elder brother of W G Grace, played for the team. 

After the war, the club re-formed and joined the Bristol and Suburban League. The club played in what is now the upper end of

The Castle School Sixth Form Playing Field, on a pitch surrounded by an iron fence. They used changing rooms at a social club

on the High Street which is now the Thornbury branch of HSBC. 

In 1933, multiple clubs in the area merged to form Thornbury Sports, later becoming Thornbury A.F.C., and later, Thornbury

Town A.F.C. 

At the end of World War II, the club moved to its current home at the Mundy Playing Fields. After using various establishments

for changing room facilities, a pavilion at the playing fields was built in 1964. After playing in the Bristol and District League,

they became founding members of the Bristol Premier Combination, winning the league in the 1956–57 season.

In the 1968-69 season, the club became founding members of the Gloucestershire County League and in the following

season recorded attendances in excess of 500 spectators. In 1971, the club was accepted into the Western Football League

after finishing third in the County League. However, the Mundy Playing Fields didn't meet the requirements, therefore, the club

remained in the County until their relegation to the Bristol Premier Combination in 1977.

The club returned to the Gloucestershire County League in 2002 after many steady, but unsuccessful, seasons in the Bristol

Premier Combination, finally winning the title by 13 points. The club finally won their first County League title in 2009-10, but

history repeated itself with the club unable to make the step up to a higher level due to lack of facilities at the Mundys. That

summer, the local youth football team, Thornbury Falcons, merged with Thornbury Town in a bid to cement the long term

tradition of developing local youth talent. 

After the title winning season in 2009–10, Thornbury Town struggled to repeat the success and went through multiple

changes of management in the following seasons. Under the stewardship of Andy Davies, the club won the Les James League

Cup for the first time beating league winners, Cheltenham Civil Service 1–0. That season the club also finished in a

respectable 4th place, which they repeated for the next two seasons.

In 2017–18, the club finally improved on their three consecutive fourth-place finishes, winning the league for a second time.

The club also completed the double by winning the Les James League Cup for a second time, beating Frampton United 1–0. 

Work behind the scenes by committee members, meant the club were also in a position to apply for promotion to Step 6 of

the Non-League System after receiving planning permission for a 50-seater stand, floodlights and perimeter fencing.  The

club's application was successful and they were placed in the Hellenic Football League Division One West for the 2018-19

season. The improvements to the Mundy Playing Fields were officially opened by the Mayor of Thornbury, Shirley Holloway on

Tuesday 23 October 2018 before Thornbury Town's Hellenic League Subsidiary Cup game against local rivals Tytherington

Rocks, which they won 6-0. After staying in the race for the top spot until the final weeks, the club finished in a respectable

3rd place behind Easington Sports and Cheltenham Saracens. Thornbury also finished the season winning the league's

Supplementary Cup, beating Wallingford Town 2-1 at the ASM Stadium in Thame

Ahead of the 2019-20 season, manager Andy Davies announced he was stepping aside as first team manager to take a break

from football management, ending Thornbury Town's most successful era. Former player Jason Rees and ex-Gloucester City

player Gary Kemp were announced as the new management team.

On 12 July 2019, it was announced that the club would take part in the FA Cup and FA Vase for the first time in the club's

history.



Our Sponsors

Our Sponsors for this year:

R P Brightman

Osborne Morris & Morgan

Leighton Buzzard Dry Lining and Suspended

Ceiling

Gracechurch Wealth Management

Buttle PLC

Jackson and Phillips

S B Mills

L F Carpentry

Bolster Construction

Buzzard Fascias and Fittings

 

Interested in Sponsoring your local team? Get in

contact with us!





Report vs Arlesey Town
Town travelled away from home for the first time this season, as they travelled to face Arlesey Town at Hitchin

Road.

Town we're looking to bounce back after Saturday's opening day defeat to Aylesbury Vale Dynamos. 

The lineup saw 3 changes to the side that lost that day, Caines, Gilbert and Davison-Gordon were replaced by Hall,

Foulger and Donkor. 

The full lineup: McKenzie-Lyle, Bryant, Hall, Murphy (C), Donkor, Osborne, Webb, Fredericks, Murrell, Foulger, Silford.

It was a fast start for the hosts however, with 2 early chances. 

McKenzie-Lyle made a comfortable save with the first chance, but the second should have resulted in a goal for the

hosts. Gaffney broke in behind Murphy after a smart move, but his shot was saved extremely well by McKenzie-Lyle.

The follow up was smashed over the bar. 

That was an early sighter for the hosts, but the game became much more even after a frantic first five minutes. 

Aaron Murrell fizzed a strike toward goal from the edge of the box on the 10 minute mark, but it whistled just over

the bar. 

Then came a glorious chance for Town. Webb used his electric pace down the right flank to beat his man, before

delivering a decent ball in. That ball in couldn't be cleared by the Arlesey backline and it fell to Silford who had time

to strike at goal from just 12 yards out. His drive was saved by Ponting and then cleared. A good save, an even

better chance.

That was just 20 minutes into the tie and a searching cross from Arlesey that clipped the top of the bar was the

last chance of the half, with the score at half time, 0-0. 

As the second half got underway, Town looked bright from the off, moving the ball around nicely. 

Just 4 minutes into the second period, Town took the lead! 

Despite the good passing football, it couldn't get more route one! 

McKenzie-Lyle with a long ball forward was brought down by Silford, who shuffled past his man and fired home from

distance into the bottom right corner. A great strike, from a man who was having the game of his life! 

Town continued to run the show at Hitchin Road, pressing and pressing the Arlesey defence.

Murrell had another opportunity, dragging a shot wide. 

Then another great chance for Town. A long range drive was saved well by Ponting who tipped it round the post! 

Tom Silford then entered the referee's book for a late challenge, picking up the first yellow card of the game. A fair

few less on Tuesday, than there were on Saturday...

Just minutes later, Arlesey levelled things up in spectacular fashion. Substitute, Charlie Black, lined a shot up from

all of 30 yards and it flew over McKenzie-Lyle, dipping and swerving on its way, before just creeping in under the

crossbar. 

Game on at Hitchin Road with only 15 minutes to go, Town continued to press. 

After a lengthy stoppage and injury to Michael Donkor, Leslie Barker came on to the field.

Town pushed on looking for a winner and they nearly found it in the last minute of the 90. After a scramble inside

the area, Aaron Murrell managed to get a left-footed strike away that slammed against the crossbar, before coming

back out and getting headed over the bar by the same man! A massive, massive chance for Town, for just minutes

to go. 

One last roll of the dice saw, Ollie Buckley enter the field, in place of Murrell.

But that was that at Hitchin Road, with the Town recording their first point of the season. 

An entertaining affair up in Arlesey, with Town showing their worth for large parts of the game.





Article from the Non-League Paper
So here we are again, the summer is finally done and competitive football is back for us all to

enjoy. 

As a football fan this is the time of year that we all love. It is the moment where anything seems

possible, a battle for the play-offs or maybe even a push against all the odds for promotion. 

Nothing beats that feeling on the season’s opening day. Watching a raft of new signings take to

the pitch, reconnecting with old friends after a long summer away and of course, tucking into a pre

(and sometimes even post-match) pie. 

Personally, I feel as though this excitement at the start of the season is amplified in Non-League,

more so than in the country’s higher divisions. 

Open any sports publication over the next few weeks and you will be treated to page after page of

Premier League previews, analysing to the finest detail every single signing, formation and style

of a play that a team could possibly adopt. 

Sure it can be interesting but it means that when the season kicks off there are no unknown

quantities. 

In Non-League the opposite is true. There is a reason why the overall conclusion of every single

league is so hard to call, from down at the bottom of the pyramid to right up in the National

League. 

Of course we go to great lengths to preview the leagues and over the past few weeks we have

brought out a lot of material looking ahead to the upcoming campaign but in truth there are just so

many aspects which make the new Non-League season so unpredictable. 

With unproven new signings, previously unknown managers and even entirely new squads taking

to the field, nothing can beat the start of the Non-League season for excitement! 

Another Channel Island club! 

It was brilliant to see new Step 6 side Jersey Bulls take to the field for their first ever professional

match at the weekend. 

They have followed Guernsey to become the second Channel Island club to enter the Non-League

pyramid. 

Having spoken extensively to Guernsey manager Tony Vince over the last few years I have

become well accustomed to the huge logistical challenges that are involved with running a side

just a matter of the kilometres from the French coast. 

Early morning flights and accommodation need to be regularly booked, which certainly doesn’t

come cheap, so I take my hat off to those behind the formation of the new club.  

Over the last few years Guernsey have managed to galvanise a brilliant level of support from

within the island and I feel confident that Jersey will be able to do exactly the same!



STAY UP TO DATE

FOLLOW  US!

Leighton Town FC

Official

@LeightonTownFC

@leightontownfc





The Winner of this tie between

Leighton Town and Thornbury

Town, will travel to the ASM

Stadium to play Thame. 

If today's fixture ends in a

draw, a replay will take place on

Tuesday Evening at Mundy's

Playing Fields in Thornbury. 



A Feature Spot every

week covering all

things Town!



Fixtures
Saturday 17th August: Harpenden Town

(A), 15:00 KO

 

Tuesday 20th August: Broadfields United

(A), 19:45 KO (LCT)

 

Saturday 24th August: Emirates FA Cup

Preliminary Round

 

Saturday 31st August: Bugbrooke St

Michaels (H), 15:00 KO



Squads
Renell McKenzie-Lyle

Tom Bryant

Tom Silford

Dave Murphy

Michael Donkor

Alfie Osborne

Danny Webb

Jordan Fredericks 

Aaron Murrell

Brian Foulger

Kuda Butawo

Luke Pyman

Leslie Barker

Ollie Buckley

Ross Adams

Ashton Campbell

James Towell

Archie McClelland
 
Leighton Town
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Kurtis Parkin

Joe Guest

Tom Webb

Nathan Sage

Pete Fowler

Toby Bennett

Brandon Benjamin

Mark Viner

Craig Lancastle

Marcus Wormwell

Harry Brock

James Brock

Dave Jones

Aaron Clarke

Luke Franklin

Scott Macleod

Asher Budd

Leighton Tuodolo
 
Thornbury Town

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10

.11

.12

.13

.14

.15

.16

.17

.18

.



The Officials

Referee: Harry Tarrant

Assistants: Russell

Shacklock and Daniel

Richardson


