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People at the Club

-irst Team Managers: Joe Sweeney and
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Physio Team: John Rutherford and Lorraine
Smith.

Chairman: Alan Penman

Vice Chairman: Steve Harris
Director of Football: Sean Downey
Secretary: Roy Parker
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Match Photos: Andrew Parker
Media: Kieran Carvell
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A word from the Press Box

Welcome to Bell Close, for this afternoons eagerly anticipated Buildbase
FA Vase clash, against Eastbourne Town. A very warm welcome to our
visitors, who have made the long journey to be here with us today.
Another 2 wins from 2 games for us, after a win over Harefield last
Saturday in the league lifted us to 10th. A solid 2-1 win, against
opposition we lost to in September, 3-1.

On Tuesday, we travelled to Shefford Town & Campton of Division One, in
the League Challenge Trophy Last 16. We ran out 1-0 winners, after a
late Danny Webb penalty saw us progress to the Quarter Finals. Shefford
were reduced to 10 men in the second period, but gave our boys a good
game and had many chances of there own. Another strong performance
from Dan Benney kept us in the tie.

Today, its FA Vase day, a competition we have already played 4 games in
this campaign. Wins against Bugbrooke, Long Crendon, Hadleigh and
Broxbourne have seen us reach the third round stage.

And as you know, we are up against Eastbourne Town, in what will be a
big game for both clubs. The glamour of the FA Vase is huge to clubs at
our level.

Your support is always has been excellent in recent weeks and we need
you again today! Tell your friends and family, that we need them to show
their support for their local club!

We want to stay on the road to Wembley and your support can give us a
chance of doing that!

Make sure as always you head to our Tea Bar (menu further onin the
programme), for a brilliant range of hot and cold food.

As always, Enjoy the Game, Up the Town!



History

Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved in local
leagues until the outbreak of the Great War, and were winners of the Leighton and District League on several occasions.

Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 - which at the time was known as the Bedfordshire
County League. They were also members of the Spartan League between 1922/23 and 1951/52, but their only successes being the
Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923/24 and 1927/28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926/27.

In 1952, they became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, moved to the South Midlands
League. In 1965/66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the
Spartan League in 1967/68.

Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for three successive seasons in
1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved onto other clubs, and Leighton’s fortunes again declined.
A move to the United Counties League proved disastrous and, after just two seasons, the club rejoined the South Midlands League.
During the “70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.

In 1990/1991 the First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier Division Cup, both for the
first timThe 1991/2 season was one of the club’s best ever. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had eluded the club for so
long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League.

1992/3 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the first time since 1970. The Club missed
out on promotion in their first Isthmian League season by just a single point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.

1995/6 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian League, whilst at the same time retaining the Buckingham
Charity Cup.

In the 1996/7 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League Associated Members Trophy for the first time. 1998/99 saw the return of
the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham Charity Cup.

Season 2003/04 was arguably one of the Club’s best ever, as the First Team won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. The team
was also named Ryman Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also reached the Fifth
round of the FA Vase, and the final of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and Arlesey respectively.

The 2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and finished in a creditable tenth place. They also won
the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League Shield.e
in the club’s history.

The 05-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they finished 8th in The Southern League West
Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only suffered four defeats from the start of November until the end
of March, a play-off place just eluding them.

After three excellent victories interest in the FA.Trophy competition ended with a single goal defeat to eventual semi-finalists,
Borehamwood.

The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they again finished as Runners Up.

The Club were relocated to the Southern League, Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one League win in the first six games and
early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced by former Wycombe, professional
Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the Bucks Senior

Charity Cup.

The 07-08 started brightly with the first League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in the FA Cup saw the Club reach the
4th Qualifying Round for the first time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to Conference South, Havant and Waterlooville finally ended the run.
Keith Scott left in December to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was appointed as First Team
Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning the Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the
final of the Beds Senior Cup once more.

The 08/09 Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving their highest points total to date at
that level.

The 09/10 season saw Leighton once again finish in the top half of the table, when they finished in 9th place and they also lost the
Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town after penalties.



History

Season 2010/2011, saw Town finish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 points, their best performance since
joining the Southern Football League.
The 2011/2012 apoor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for several years.

2012/13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they finished in 20th place.
2015/2016. After 3 disappointing seasons Leighton finished the season in the bottom two of the Southern
League Central Division and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in the
1991/92 season.
2016/2017 This was a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet another
Managerial Change. Things did pick up towards the end of the season and we eventually finished in 16th place.
2017/18 The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager and finished 4th in the League and reached the Quarter
Finals of the FA VASE. Gates improved and it was our best season for about 8 years, however Manager, Scott
Reynolds resigned at the end of the season.
2018/2019 The Club appointed experienced coach Danny Nicholls as the new Manager, but he resigned at the start
of October. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and Paul Copson as their Management Team and results
improved but we were unable to reach the top third of the table..
2019 We are hoping to be competitive this season with several new signings but this is a very difficult Division
and we are well aware of the quality of many of the teams.
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THE BUILDBASE FA VASE
THIRD ROUND

LEIGHTON TOWN V EASTBOURNE TOWN

Saturday 30th November, Bell Close, LU7 1RX
#YourTownYourTeam

THE THIRD ROUND...
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
TELL YOUR FRIENDS...
IT'S YOUR TOWN, IT'S YOUR TEAM!




VISITORS HISTORY

Eastbourne Town is the oldest senior football club in Sussex having been founded in 1881 as Devonshire Park, being named
after its first home ground - A venue now known for staging one of the premier pre-Wimbledon tennis tournaments. In fact, it
was the arrival of tennis at the ground which ultimately was to lead to it becoming the predominant sport and the subsequent
relocation of both cricket and football. After five years of playing at the Park, the football club moved to the newly opened
“Saffrons Field” colourfully named after the variety of crocus which had originally been cultivated on the site for use in the
preparation of medicines. In 1889 the club changed its name to Eastbourne and fielding a side of ‘gentlemen amateurs’ began
to play a dominant role in county football winning the Sussex Senior Cup eight times, and being runners-up on a further three
occasions, up to 1907. The first grandstand was built in 1894 and at the turn of the century the whole complex was enlarged
by the incorporation of Larkins Field. In 1907 the club split from the Football Association and aligned itself with the then
Amateur Football Alliance becoming founder members of the Southern Amateur League where they remained until after World
War Il. During the 1920’s the club won two League Championships, reached the final of the national AFA Senior Cup in four
consecutive seasons, winning on two occasions, and made five further Sussex Senior Cup Final appearances albeit with only
one success. The following decade did see a further two Senior Cup victories and success at the first attempt in the RUR
Charity Cup. Good attendances saw the ‘popular’ Town Hall side of the ground asphalted and a new wooden grandstand
erected behind the goal at the Larkin’s Field end. The ground survived World War Il in tact with friendly matches regularly being
played there. In the summer of 1946 the pitch was moved closer to the cricket ground to facilitate the Town Hall side being
terraced - although it was not until 1962 that the Meads Road end section was covered.

Following one post-war season in the Southern Amateur League, the club joined the Corinthian League where they remained
until the competition merged with the Athenian League in 1963. In the immediate post-war years the Saffrons attendances
averaged 3,000 with the ground record of 7,378 being set when Southern League side Hastings United visited in an F.A. Cup
tie on 10th October, 1953. During this era there were further Charity Cup successes, a Sussex Senior Cup win in 1953 and an
AFA Invitation Cup success in 1970. After more than eighty years of being known as the ‘town club’, the club’s name was
changed to its present form. In March, 1969 the wooden grandstand was destroyed by an arsonist and although ‘temporary’
cover was provided, it was twenty-five years before a replacement was opened; the stand being named in memory of club
stalwarts Sid Myall and Taffy Jones. Falling attendances made it uneconomic to continue in the Athenian League and in 1976
Town resigned, their final match being in the League’s Cup Final where they lost 1-2 away to Cheshunt. Accepted into the
Sussex County League the newcomers lifted the Championship at the first attempt and the following year reached the final of
the Sussex Senior Cup. Thereafter the first team'’s best finishing position was third on two occasions but generally the trend
was downwards. The installation of floodlights for season 1994/95 saw a resurgence in results, therefore, it was a shock
when after finishing ninth in 2000, a year later they found themselves relegated after dropping ten places and finishing next
to bottom. Animmediate return to Division One was almost achieved in 2002; however, promotion was won in 2003 when
Town finished in second position. On their return to Division One Town achieved were fifth in 2004 and, after two further
seasons of consolation, the League Championship was again secured in 2007 and with it came promotion into Division One
(South) of the Ryman Isthmian League, the club having only to complete minor works after pursuing an on-going programme of
ground improvements. One of a small number of clubs in Sussex to hold the prestigious F.A. Community Club status; ETFC
received a reprieve from relegation in 2010. Subsequently, the club worked hard to retain its place in the Ryman League but a
bottom place finishin 2014 saw them relegated to the County League. A spirited attempt to make animmediate return was
thwarted when the side failed to reproduce their good early form after a long mid-season lay-off and they eventually finished
fourth but did have the satisfaction of lifting the Sussex RUR Charity Cup for the sixth time moving them to within one victory
of being the fourth most successful club in the competition. Last season good starts were made in the three senior cup
competitions but produced no success as they concentrated on their position in the league where they were pipped for the
title by Horsham who made an immediate return to the Ryman League.
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Transport

Bell Close (LU7 1RX) is situated in the

centre of Leighton Buzzard, opposite
Morrisons.

There is a bus stop next to the
entrance and the Train Stationisa 15
minute walk away, where trains run
frequently to London, Milton Keynes,
Birmingham etc.

If you are coming to Bell Close by car,
you can come through Town or down
off the bypass (A4146) and down
Grovebury Road. This will avoid a
potential busy Town Centre,
especially on a Saturday Afternoon.
Parking can be found at the ground, or
further afield in a number of side
streets.

Parking at the ground on a busy

matchday will be limited.

Away Fan Guide

Food and Drink
At the club, we have a brilliant tea bar

that serves a massive range of hot
and cold food items, including
burgers, bacon, sausages, curry and
more!

In the bar, we have light snacks, as
well as arange of draught lagers and
ciders.

We also have soft drinks as well as
bottles of ale and beer.

In Town, there are arange of pubs,
with The Sun being the pub the
closest in proximity to Bell Close.

In Town there is a Wetherspoons, as
well as fish and chip shops and
restaurants.

Across the road, there is Morrisons

who have a Deli Counter serving hot
food.




Our Sponsors

Our Sponsors for this year:

R P Brightman

Osborne Morris & Morgan
Leighton Buzzard Dry Lining and Suspended
Ceiling

Gracechurch Wealth Management
Buttle PLC

Jackson and Phillips

S B Mills

L F Carpentry

Bolster Construction

Buzzard Fascias and Fittings

Interested in Sponsoring your local team? Get in
contact with us!
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Marcus Feinhols 01525 261100 078946781054

Marcus Feinhols MNAEA

_ marcus@finehomesproperty.co.uk
Sales Director

www.finehomesproperty.co.uk

FINEHOMES
Taking the stress out of moving

i )~ The Property
rlghtmove E::j ¥ S\ 0Ombudsman propertymark

PROTECTED

Want to advertise with us?
Get in contact with us for
our advertising
opportunities!



Your Thoughts

| caught up with Town fan, David Quick.

What does Leighton Town mean to you?

Leighton Town means the world to me, it's a place where me and the kids can
come down, socialize with amazing friendly people and watch a side playing
passionate football, the result can actually affect my mood for the rest of
the week!

What's your favourite memory as a Town supporter?

Strangely my favourite memory isnt one of Leighton winning trophies or local
derbies. Leight played a touring Norwegian side Nord FC, from their Srd
division, we were only kids then, we went on the pitch with the Nord subs, we
had a match, them 3 against about 15 of us, they still won, but great fun!
How long have you been following Town and what made you start
following us in the first place?

My first game was back in about 1992, god knows who against, | came up
with a friend Gareth Irvine, whose Dad Alec was and still is a member at the
club. I fellin love, the likes of Steve Norman, Tony McGuinness, Steve Drew
and Paul 'Fluff' Firth were like heroes to me.

The Vase is massive to teams at our level, what makes it so special to
you?

| love the Vase, the fact it's all teams from this level from all over the country
with the Goal of reaching Wembley at the end of it all. Matchdays have bigger
crowds, meaning a better atmosphere, | love it!

What do you expect from Saturday's game at Bell Close?

| dont know much about Eastbourne, but they look to be doing well. | expect a
hard thought performance, nothing else and if they give that, then we should
have a victory.

Your Score Prediction?

I'm expecting goals. 4-3 to Leighton Up The Town



Your Thoughts: Eastbourne Town

| caught up with Eastbourne Town supporters group, Pier Pressure.

What does Easthourne Town mean to you and what made you all begin
following them in the first place?

We’ve been going to Town games as a supporters group since 2015. In Sussex
we only have 1 team in the top 2 divisions, so a lot of people in Eastbourne
instead support London clubs or (for some unexplainable reason) clubs from the
north-west. We wanted to try something different, supporting a local club and at
the same time run community initiatives, doing so has helped us grow an
unconventional support base of not necessarily traditional football fans. We are
more inspired by European Ultras groups method of supporting a club, relentlessly
for 90 minutes, win or lose, than the premier league fan mentality of moaning
about your teams performance, whilst watching them live on Sky Sports in the
local gastropub.

What's your favourite memory as Eastbourne supporters?

Horsham away, 2015-16, there was a lot riding on this game, both clubs were
challenging for the title and Town managed to be a Horsham side that are now in
the Isthmian Premier Division 5-4 on their own pitch... Horsham went on to win the
title though sadly. A more recent one would be our 7-1 away win over Windsor FC
in the previous round of this years FA Vase.

The Vase is massive to teams at our level, what makes it special to you?
Days like today are what make the Vase so special, the chance for two teams who
have never met before to face each other, and an away day in a town we’ve never
visited before.

What do you expect from Saturday's game at Bell Close?

Going into today’s game, we've lost two league games on the bounce, but still sit
bpts clear at the top of the SCFL Premier Division table. We expect it will be a
tough game, but we could do with a result today and I'm sure the lads will be
hungry and eager to put things right after those two defeats.

Your Score Prediction?

Close game, but we’ve got full confidence in our lads! Leighton Town 1-2
Eastbourne Town.
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The FA Vase Quiz!

Think you know your stuff about the Vase? Have a

go at our quiz and Tweet us your results!
1.Who are the current holders?

2.How many rounds are there?

3.How many teams began in this years
competition?

4.In what year did the competition
start?

5.Who has won the Vase the most
times?

6.How many times have that team won
it?

7.True or False, the Semi-Final is played
over 2 legs?

8.Who Sponsors the FA Vase?

9.Who won the first FA Vase?

10.How many teams have won the
competition more than once?
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STAY UP TO DATE,
FOLLOW US!

u @LeightonTownFC

Leighton Town FC
Official

| @ l (@leightontownfc

#YourTownYourTeam
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REPORT vs Harefield

After a late equaliser cost them 3 points on Tuesday, Town were back and ready to go as they
welcomed Harefield United to Bell Close on Saturday.Despite the very fast starts supporters
have been used to in recent weeks, Town took 18 minutes to net in this one. Danny Webb
however did have a chance shortly before, but couldn’t find the target from inside the area.Ben
Pattie set his sights on the far post with a curling strike, that skidded past the goalkeeper ona
slippery surface.1-0, but not long for, as Harefield were given the opportunity to make it 1-
1.Michael Donkor’s accidental handball in the area, so the referee point to the spot.Lenney
stepped up for the visitors and slotted it past Benney into the bottom corner.Benney was
called into some action shortly after though and made a fine save down low to his right.Webb
went close just before half-time, but couldn’t find the finishing touch he’s had in recent
weeks.At the break, McClelland was replaced by Conway.Silford and Webb were straight out of
the traps in the second period, but both saw efforts saved excellently by the goalkeeper.A
scrappy game continued to play out in front of the strong 150 crowd at Bell Close, with neither
side dominating in terms of possession or chances.However, a moment of class would see
Town go in front again! James Towell set his sights from range and struck the ball brilliantly into
the back of the net! 2-1 to the Town.They nearly gave Harefield a chance to reply immediately
again though, Benney was forced to make a superb save.On 70 minutes, with Town on the
charge, Harefield saw 2 yellow cards at once. 2 fouls in quick succession from a defender and
the on-rushing goalkeeper, on Danny Webb, who was in on goal. Supporters were in disbelief a
red was not shown to the keeper.Town made a second change, which saw Ben Pattie replaced
by Ashton Campbell.Time continued to tick on and Dan Benney would prove to be a Town hero
yvet again! He made 2 brilliant saves in quick succession to shut out the opposition.With
Harefield pushing on, Town were forced to hit the visitors on the counter attack and almost
claimed a third, when Towell and Webb combined smartly. Towell’s effort however, saved by the
foot of the goalkeeper.Harefield continued to throw the kitchen sink forward, but couldn’t find
the finishing touch in the area. A team, who beat Town 3-1, back in September.Conway blasted
over in stoppage time and that would prove to be the final action of the tie as Town saw the
game out, to claim another 3 points!The Reds now up to 10thin the league, claiming back
ground on the leading pack!5 league games through November have seen Town claim 13 points!
In all competitions, it’s been 11 wins from 13, with just 1 defeat!A great run of form and Town
will be looking to continue that as they head into 2 cup fixtures.The first a trip to Shefford in the
League Challenge Trophy on Tuesday, before Saturday’s huge game at home against
Eastbourne Town in the FA Vase!Thank you for your support today, we need your support for
Saturday’s game against Eastbournel!
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Tring Athletic

Colney Heath
Mewport Pagnell Town
Biggleswade United
Harpenden Town
Crawley Green
Evnesbury Rovers
Oxhey Jeis

Harefield United

| eighton Town

| everstock Green
Broadfields United
Ayvlesbury Vale Dynamos
Edgware Town

Potton United
Wembley

Dunstable Town
Arlesey Town

London Colney
Baldock Town

Morth Greenford United
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10% DISCOUNT
AT BUILDBASE

Just present this advert in branch or use promo
code BMKCX1000 online at buildbase.co.uk

For all your building materials, timber and DIY needs.
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PARTY

WITH US
N N

HALL HIRE AT LEIGHTON TOWN FC BELL CLOSE LAKE ST
LEIGHTON BUZZARD
LU7 1IRX

21st,30th,40th & ANY OTHER SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
CHRISTENINGS.....ENGAGEMENTS....RETIREMENT
WORK D0’s....END OF SEASON FUNCTIONS
SUITABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

T0 CHECK AVAILABILITY EMAIL
bookings@leightontownfc.co.uk



Meet the Players: Alfie Osbhorne

Favourite Foothall Team: Watford.

Pre-Match Superstitions: How long have you
got... I have loads. Same breakfast before every
Saturday game, buy the same 3 drinks before
every game and put my left side socks and
shinnies on first.

Favourite Beer: Draught - Moretti, Bottle -
Corona.

Favourite TV Show: Peaky Blinders or Shooter.
Favourite Film: Step Brothers.

Best Ground you've played at: Norwich City
Training Ground.

Best Footballing Honour: Spartan South
Midlands Premier Division Winner ;).

7:45 KO or 3:00 KO: 3pm on a Saturday all day
long! What I live for all week!

3 People you'd have round for Dinner: Will
Ferrell, Michelle Keegan and Dave Murphy.
Finally, what are you cooking for those 3: Pie n
Mash!



FAV

PREM

PREM

PREM

PREM

PREM

FREM

PREM

DATE

3011119

0711219

1411219

2112189

2811219

11/01./20

14/01/20

18/01/20

TIME

15:00

15:00

15:00

15:00

15:00

15:00

19:45

15:00

HOME

Leighton Town

Leighton Town

Baldock Town

Leighton Town

Dunstable Town

Leighlon Town

Leighton Town

Leverstock Green

AWAY

Eastbourna Town

EBiggleswade United

Leighton Town

Arlesey Town

Leighton Town

Ealdock Town

Tring Athletic

Leighton Town

FIXTURES

VENUE

LEIGHTON BUZZARD SPORTS

ASSOCIATION LTD

LEIGHTON BUZZARD SPORTS

ASSOCIATION LTD

ARLESEY TOWN FC

LEIGHTON BUZZARD SPORTS

ASSOCIATION LTD

CREASEY PARK

LEIGHTON BUZZARD SPORTS

ASSOCIATION LTD

LEIGHTON BUZZARD SPORTS

ASSOCIATION LTD

LEVERSTOCK GREEN FOOTBALL CLUB
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Leighton’

BUZZ

The Sports Roundup for the'Leighton
Buzzard area with Kieran Carvell

rh e
Mondays 8pm

A Sports Roundup for the Local Area,

covering all things Leighton Town and
Footbhall in the area!

Tune in every Monday from 8PM, on
Leighton Buzz Radio!

Download the App:
LB Radio on the AppStore
Leighton Buzz Radio on GooglePlay



The Tea Bar Menu
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CAUSAGE BAP
BACON BAP
BURGER
CHESBURGER
CHICKEN WRAP
SAUSAGE ROLL
PASTY-VARIOUS
TEA / COFFEE
HOT CHOCOLATE
BOVEIL
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1.052n Benney
2.Tom Bryant
3.Tom Silford
4 Dave Murphy
b. Carl Resch
6.Alfie Osborne
/.James Towell
8.Jordon Fredericks
9.Ashton Campbell
10.Danny Webb
11.Archie McClelland
12.Ben Pattie
13.Josh Setchell
14.Kuda Butawo
15.Luke Pyman
16.Anthony Leslie
17.Michael Donkor
18.Ross Adams
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1.Jason Tibble
2.Daniel Bolwell
3.Harry Colbran
4./ac Attwood
b.Daniel Tear
6.Tom Vickers
7.5am Cole
8.Aaron Capon
9.Daniel Perry
10.Daniel Rogers
11.Tyler Scrafton
12.Ethan Strevett
13.Simon Johnson
14.George Taggart
15.Marcus Goldsmith
16.Brad Pritchard
17.Nathan Hover
18.George Cook



OFFICIALS

Referee: Ryan Dix.

Assistants: Stephen Bates and
Michael Allen.




