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Founded in 1946 post World War II on a borrowed pitch 
by the Old Boys of Darlington Queen Elizabeth Grammar 
School, Mowden Park is a historic club from the North East 
of England that is on a truly remarkable journey.

Introduction

...far more than just a rugby club, Mowden Park are literally pioneering a new
model. What they have built in recent times is remarkable. Watch this space.

Rugby Expo UK

1971
The club moved to Yiewsley Drive in 1971 and 
chnaged its name to Darlington Mowden Park 

RFC. Mowden played at the ground for 32 
years and enjoyed a number of promotions as 

they began to climb the leagues.

1946
In 1946 the Old Boys of Darlington Queen 

Elizabeth Grammar School - mostly ex-forces 
- played some scratch games at the end of 

the 1945/46 season, and began the 1946/47 
season as a properly constituted Club.

2012
In late 2012 Darlington Mowden Park Rugby 

Football Club (DMPRFC, or “the Club”) sold their 
outgrown ground at Yiewsley Drive to a housing 

developer and with the proceeds opportunely 
bought the empty Arena for £2.6 million.

The Club played its first game at the Arena in 
March 2013 and set about unlocking its vast 

potential with a pioneering plan.

2014
On Saturday 3rd May 2014 Darlington 

Mowden Park were promoted to National 
League One.

A league high 6,000 supporters watched on as 
they defeated Ampthill in extra time to secure 

their 2nd promotion in just 3 years.

2013
Mowden Park played their first game at 

the Arena on Saturday 2nd February 2013, 
comprehensively defeating Bromsgrove 

62–7 in a National League 2 North league 
game in front of a club high crowd.



Rugby
To take an innovative approach in combining

grass root and elite sport.

To play at the highest sustainable levels
whilst providing the best opportunities for
development, welfare, inclusion and facility

provision for all.

Arena 
For rugby to be the flagship, but for the Arena to  

become far more than just a rugby venue.

For it to become a regional hub through multi-sport, 
event and business use.

For it to become a center of excellence for sport,  
learning and business.

Community 
The mission is to be more than a rugby club, 
by utilising the passion and family ethos of 

the Mowden Park brand, we work to provide
opportunities and build brighter futures for

people in our communities.

A Collective Vision
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Mowden Park
• A men’s team currently in National League 1 with professional rugby foundations set 

for quick progression.

• Following 2 promotions in just 3 seasons, the club are now pushing for promotion to 
the Championship (second tier of English Rugby)

• Unparrallelled attendances in excess of 5,500 during the club’s promotion run to 
National One.

• League-high average attendances and season ticket sales

• No rugby academies exist between Leeds and Newcastle i.e. no competition for 
player development pathways.

NO LOCAL
Sporting Competition

Men’s 1st XV 

An unparalleled opportunity to sustainably progress a rugby 
club into the English Championship (1 promotion) and then 
the  Premiership (2 promotions).

Mowden Park’s rugby prospects are significant, from grass-root to elite. Having a Premiership 
Rugby team is not a prerequisite for Mowden Park to be successful, nor is it a prerequisite for 
the success of the business model. Premiership Rugby is viewed as a large opportunity that may 
be pursued under the correct circumstance and investment as part of an exciting vision.

“A big shout out to Mowden Park on their promotion run”
Chris Evans - Radio 1

5,500+
Attendance achieved

LEAGUE-LEADING
season ticket sales



Women’s 1st XV

As one of just 10 teams chosen to compete in the RFU’s inaugural 
Premier 15s competition, the DMP Sharks represent a beacon for 
women’s rugby in the North East of England.

Following a lengthy application process in the winter of 2016, Darlington Mowden Park Sharks  
were accepted into the RFU’s all new Premier 15s competition. Since then, the competition has 
continued to grow with rising attendances along with the first games being streamed live  online. 
With the prospect of games being televised in the future, the women’s domestic game  continues 
to go from strength to strength, with the Sharks at the heart of it.

DMP Sharks
• The only North East team to be included in the Tyrrell’s Premier 15s, the highest level of 

women’s club rugby in the Uk

• The new league represents a sizeable investment from the RFU into the women’s club game

• Premier 15s games to be televised from the 2018/19 season, with one game from each 
round to be screened live on Sky Sports.

• The Sharks have produced a wealth of nternational players, including Tamara Taylor (England 
- 114 caps), and Katy Daley-McLean (England - 97 caps) 

• Currently there are 9 internationals that represent the Sharks, including Scottish captain Lisa Martin.

The Tyrrells Premier 15s competition is an important step forward for  women’s rugby to 
strengthen the foundations of the women’s game as it  continues to grow in popularity.

Nigel Melville - RFU Director of Professional Rugby
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Academy Rugby

Mowden Park has helped produce over 50 senior internationals
since its founding in 1946, both male and female. Toby Flood and 
Mathew Tait have since become household rugby names and 
Tamara Taylor who has earned over 100 caps for England.

The Mowden Park Academy programme aims to provide an exceptional environment that 
allows talented and aspiring rugby players to maximise their sporting potential alongside their 
education.

Academy Rugby
• County Cup Champions 2017/18

• Coached by professional 1st XV players from Mowden Park

• 6 hours of rugby per week, comprised of S&C, training sessions, and matches

• Access to qualifications such as Rugby Ready and Level 1 Coaching Awards

• A number of students have gone on to be part of the Mowden Park development squad 
and also the Mowden Park 1st XV team. These players were part of the successful 
winning side that won the Senior County Cup.

• Multple players called up to Durham County squads

The Academy programme is a vital part of the player pathway at Mowden Park, and
we’re delighted to be working in partnership with Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College.

Danny Brown - Director of Rugby - Mowden Park



Club Rugby

From the Men’s and Women’s 1st XVs to the Bulls Wheelchair 
Rugby team and all the way down through all our mixed junior 
and mini teams, all share one site and one club membership.

Mowden Park’s success extends a long way beyond the elite, spanning a total of 26 teams 
across the club. The club has produced a wealth of professional players who have come through 
the age group; a testament to the player pathway in place at the club.

The Mowden Family:
• A total of 26 teams all share a single club membership, from U6s right through to the 

men’s and women’s first teams

• The DMP Bulls Wheelchair Rugby team became the newest addition to the Mowden 
Family in 2017, and now compete in Division 1 of the BT Super Series.

• Mowden Park’s U17s were recently crowned North of England champions, reaching the 
National final at Sixways Stadium, Worcester.

• Mowden Park has thriving Mini & Junior Rugby sections with several hundred players 
that continually produce representatives for England U16, U18 and U20. Both sections 
however pride themselves on a fun and welcoming atmosphere that promotes grass root 
sport for all with welfare at forefront.

…it’s fantastic that youngsters from the age of 6 , both girls and boys, can be  
involved in a safe and non pressurised pathway of sport. Some go on to great  
sporting success and others simply great enjoyment with friends for life. There 

genuinely is a one club philosophy.
Anthony Gardner - Juniors Chairman, MP RFC

 www.mowdenpark.com



Community Scheme

The Mowden Park community scheme is now into its 6th 
year having delivered programmes and initiatives to over 
50,000 children and young people in 75+ schools, colleges and 
community groups across the North East.

The Mowden Family ethos and values are embedded in the community work which includes 
a wide range of both rugby and multi-sport initiatives. ALL of our professional players deliver  
community work. Many club members also volunteer their time.

Working with key partners projects have expanded to encompass sports development & events,  
health & wellbeing, education & employment, social inclusion & cohesion, and in doing so have  
positively impacted a wide regional demographic.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and charitable initiatives run in conjunction with specialist  
partners such as Wooden Spoon, Help For Heroes and the Dallaglio Foundation extending  
opportunities to disadvantaged, underprivileged, pre-NEET,and disability groups

RFU Club Accreditation was awarded in 2013 and Mowden Park was subsequently approved 
as an official RFU training venue. Duke of Edinburgh Award License was granted in 2014 along 
with Streetmark from the national charity Streetgames.

The inclusive aims of the Mowden Park Community Scheme are aims 
shared by  ESRG. It’s exciting and rewarding to be involved in such 

aninnovative programme that is impacting lives sopositively.
David Evans – ESRG Group CEO

COMMUNITY



The World Record Haka was truly amazing ! A once in a lifetime learning experience for 4000 pupils.
Gwyneth Gulliman - Ingleby Arncliffe Primary School Teacher
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The Arena

With the exceptions of England HQ Twickenham Stadium and  Coventry’s 
Ricoh Arena, the Darlington Arena has the highest capacity of all rugby stadia 
in England. It is locally nicknamed  ‘Twickenham of the North’.

The venue opportunities are independently as noteworthy as the rugby proposition. Since purchase in 2012 the site 
has transitioned to include: 3 gyms, physiotherapy suites, leisure spaces, 2 additional floodlit training pitches, 22 
meeting and event  rooms, 17 units for resident businesses, food and beverage facilities.

The Arena is already a permanent home to 9 different businesses and charities plus 8 sports clubs collectively with 
30+ teams and 1000+ members. It is used by an estimated 25,000+ (non-sporting) visitors per month including 
corporate contracts with the NHS, British Gas, Aldi and EE. The Arena has hosted Premiership Football teams and both 
Premiership and International Rugby. In 2006 under previous ownership the Arena sold out for an Elton John concert. 
In May 2017 the Club delivered its inaugural concert with UB40 and has since secured a major 5 year contract with Liz 
Hobbs Group and AEG Presents giving access to world class artists for concerts on an annual basis. 

Meets
International Sport

Criteria

Resident Business 
Units

25,000+
Non-sporting visitors per month

5 year 
contract with Liz Hobbs Group 

working with AEG Presents

17

Event & Meeting
Rooms

22

Personal Events 
    
• Civil Weddings & Receptions
• Parties & Celebrations
• Christenings & Wakes
• Private Dining & Hospitality
• Sport & Leisure Hire 

Corporate Events
      
• Meetings & Conferences
• Product Launches & Exhibitions
• Gala Dinners & Awards
• Training & Team Building Days
• Corporate Christmas Parties

Stadium Events
     
• Concerts & Music Festivals
• Premiership & International Sport
• Mass Participation Events
• Film & Television Shoots
• International Exhibitions 

Education & Training
         
• Sporting Academies
• Non-Sporting Academies
• Full Cost Courses & Training

Business Leases
• Office
• Leisure
• Industrial

30,000
Concert capacity



The Arena has been a sleeping giant. Artists love the venue as 
do the production and  support staff. We’re incredibly excited 

about bringing major artists year on year. 
It can become a flagship for the North East.

Liz Hobbs MBE - Founder, Liz Hobbs Group
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Sponsor & Partner Information

Mowden Park and The Northern Echo Arena are generating interest 
on largest of  scales across a wide range of demographics both 
regionally and internationally, with one of the fastest growing sports 
in the world at the heart of it all.

3 Sponsor & Partner Value Aims

Flexibly position and promote your company, products or messages through an array of in-house 
platforms. Regularly access active external media channels. Engage and utilise our players, coaches, 
teams, events and community work for first rate PR. Connect directly with a best in class network  of 
60+ sponsors and partners and a newly formed business club with over 100 members… there is an 
increasingly long list of means that ensure your investment is a successful one.

• In the past 3 months alone Mowden Park has featured on BBC 1, ITV Tyne Tees, BBC Look North, 
Sky Sports, Sky Sports News, BT Sport, 11 radio stations and 48 tracked press publications

• The club website has had 1million+ hits since it went live with daily spikes of 6,000+ and regularly 
ranks no.1 within Pitchero’s 18,000+ website pole

• Local media giant The Northern Echo are a key weekly media partner with 173,000 daily 
readerships and 34% area penetration (higher than national papers in the region)

• Social media followings have grown exponentially since launching in January 2014, which our 
sponsors & partners have benefited from. 

• The Arena has an average footfall of 25,000+ per month and growing

• Memberships are thriving at 700+ including players, parents, supporters, and corporates

• A spectators (not an official) Facebook video of the community scheme World Record Haka 
attempt received 100,000+ views on its first day of posting

1) Enjoyment
First and foremost to enjoy becoming part 
of the #MowdenFamily and the journey.

2) A tailored and managed investment
A package that is specifically built to 
your goals with professional account 
management ensuring  that they are met.

3) A successful investment
A diverse business plan providing an 
ever growing  number of engagement 
opportunities across an  array of 
demographics and platforms.

The forward thinking and model which Mowden 
Park have developed has to be commended. It could 

change the way sports facilities are operated.
Tony Copsey, 4D consultancy

Former MD Harlequins & CEO London Wasps



Being a north east based company we are delighted to support such a pioneering 
club that has so much to offer the region. We  feel a part of their journey.

Steven Petch – Founder, SG Petch
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Sponsor & Partner Structure

All of our sponsor and partner packages are built bespoke to reflect your objectives and aspirations.

Sponsor & Partner Levels Rights Mix & Volume

Principal 
Sponsor/Partner

Official 
Sponsors/Partners

Associate 
Sponsors/Partners

Matchday
Advertising & Sponsorships

£ 
VA

LU
E

We have 3 core levels of investment;
Principal,  Official and Associate, with further 

opportunities for Matchday advertising and sponsorships.

We build flexible packages from 150+ different rights across 5 key strands:
1st XV Rugby, Club Rugby, Academy, Community and Arena.

1st XV Rugby
Club Rugby

Academ
y

Com
m

unity

Arena



Sponsor & Partner Example Package

Sponsors Objectives: Brand Awareness / Positioning & Community Engagement

1st XV Rugby
• Company logo on 1st XV shirt

• Half-page advert in every matchday programme

• Logo on the official MP website with hyperlink

• X6 perimeter advertising board spacings

• Formal PR launch and shirt presentation

• Advertising on 45x internal Arena digital screens

• Title sponsorship of the Sportsmans Dinner

• X1 player sponsorship

• X1 player ambassador appearance

• X1 match sponsorship inc. private hospitality suite for 10 guests

• X2 hospitality matchdays for 10 guests

• 5 season ticket memberships

• Membership to the Darlington Business Club

• X2 invites to sponsors day

Community
• Targeted 7-week block of specialist activity delivery

• Bespoke company goal content overlain within delivery

• End of coaching event held at the Arena with stadium tour

• Opportunity to link with exit pathways

• Bespoke M&E with full report on project impact

• Employee volunteer scheme integration

• Branding of coaches/deliverers and Arena event

Official Sponsor
Logo

 www.mowdenpark.com



Matchday Advertising & Sponsorship

A best in class Match Day experience is provided through 
exceptional facilities, an exciting brand of rugby and a catalogue of 
off-field activity.

Unheard-of league crowd attendances of over 5,000+ (Premiership standard) have set records 
pulling in a diverse and engaged demographic from across the North East.

Underpinned by the world-class facilities, an assortment of hospitality options range from  
private dining in the board room, to a corporate suite overlooking the pitch, to a table in one 
of the themed matchday lunches with its own unique entertainment. Whether it’s to make an 
occasion that little bit extra special, or whether it’s to gain some  exposure for your product or 
business, Matchday Sponsorships bring a very cost effective dimension to Match Days with a 
diverse array of benefits and opportunities, including:

Match Day Sponsorships

•  Match Ball Sponsorships

• Perimeter Advertising Boards

• Matchday Programme Advertising

• Player Sponsorships

Private Boxes 

For 10 guests including:
• Access via the South Stand Executive Entrance  
• Exclusive access to the Penthouse Suite and bar
• A top floor private box with panoramic pitch views
• Indoor and outdoor viewing
• Match programmes

• Your own drinks hostess for the day
• Full buffet food served in your box
•  Option for pitch facing signage above your box*1

• First refusal on box for other major events*2

NB Box pricing is relevant to 1st team league home games only, *  only applicable to season suites and subject to production cost, 1 Subject to artwork and
production cost, 2 Not exhaustive and where event agreements allow, 3 Applicable to season box holders only and for designated match day hospitality

Match Ball Sponsorship

• Exclusive promotional rights of ‘match ball sponsor’ for the game
• Centre line Private Box for 10 guests*
• Recognition in matchday marketing and promotional material (subject to timings) 
• Recognition in matchday announcements & matchday programme
• Recognition in any pre-game website and social media announcements
• Pitch side and arena branding and promotion options available upon request

 *See Private Hospitality Boxes for full details

Match Day Sponsorship

• Exclusive promotional rights of ‘match sponsor’ for the game
• Centre line Private Box for 10 guests*
• Recognition in matchday marketing and promotion material (subject to timings) 
• Recognition in matchday announcements & matchday programme
• Recognition in pre-game website and social media announcements
• Pitch side man of the match presentation with photo and press release 
• Half time competition rights for exposure and promotion  
• Pitch side and arena branding and promotion options available upon request

*see Private Boxes for full details 



PD Ports is delighted to have been a sponsor of Darlington Mowden Park since 2014, 
during which time we have seen the Club grow in stature and strength in all areas. 
After a highly successful, and enjoyable, 2017/18 season, the future looks brighter 
still, and we proudly look forward to our continued association with this great Club.

Russel McCallion, PD Ports
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Current Sponsors & Partners

In an exceptionally short space of time Mowden Park has built up a remarkable and enviable collection of sponsors  
and partners, both on a local and international scale. It is perhaps their best testament of buy-in for their vision

International Rugby Expo, Twickenham 2014



We take a strategic approach so that successful
long- term partnerships are created.

After gaining a full understanding of our sponsors objectives, we tailor 
each package to ensure that the various rights and benefits we have 
to offer here at Mowden Park that we include give the sponsor the 

maximum opportunity to deliver their objectives.

Meeting Your Objectives

 www.mowdenpark.com



For more information please contact: 
e: info@mowdenpark.com    t: 01325 350267

www.mowdenpark.com
      

#MOWDENFAMILY
BE PART OF IT

For more information please contact: 
e: commercial@mowdenpark.com    t: 01325 350267

www.mowdenpark.com
      

#MOWDENFAMILY
BE PART OF IT


