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This record is based on notes made by the Club’s longest 

serving tourist, Mr. Stanley ‘Fagash’ Haynes,  

but also includes memories from other tourists. 
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  I. TOUR FORMATS 
 

 1. Fund Raising 

The purpose of this was to raise funds to subsidies the cost of tours for the 

players taking part and it included events such as Rummage Sales, Discos, 

Raffles, Sponsored Runs, Blackouts etc. 

Some of the events worth mentioning are a sponsored run up Thorpe Cloud 

and pushing a scrummage machine round Burton streets on Sunday lunch 

time visiting local hostelries en route for libations and armed with 

collection buckets. Unfortunately on this latter event the wheels fell off the 

machine part way along Branston Road but the players still continued to 

call in the hostelries and collect money. 
 

2. Transport 

For eighteen years (1956 to 1974) Wellings Coaches provided the transport 

for Burton RFC tours and even now this name is still associated with the  

Club with Theo Wellings, ex-owner and former Burton player, being a 

patron of the club. 

Then starting with a brand new coach for the Polish Tour in 1975 Jalna 

Coaches provided the coach transport and continued to do so until 1986. 

This task was then taken up by Cresswells Coaches, firstly by his father 

and leterly under the guidance of Dave Cresswell, a former player and 

current patron of the club. This company have continued to carry on 

this task until present times.  

 

3. Themes 

Each tour has a theme using either dress code (hats, colourful 

shirts, waistcoats) or musical instruments etc.  

Special tour ties were provided to all those participating on later tours. 

 

4. Fixtures 

Matches for 1
st
 XV and Social XV to be played on Friday, Saturday 

and Monday. In later years some tours only contained fixtures for Vets XV. 
 

5. Tour Dinner 

Celebration end of tour dinner held on Sunday evening.  
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  II. DATES & DESTINATIONS 

1. 1956 –  Devon (Exmouth, Teighmouth) 

This marked the beginning of Burton RFC’s touring campaign. Party 

left Peel Croft by Wellings coach on Friday morning for journey to 

Devon.  

On Saturday afternoon played first match against Exmouth and lost 

3-0, although a last minute penalty kick attempt by guest fullback, ? 

Atkins (Exeter) just narrowly missed the posts and would have 

forced a draw. 

Monday team played second and final match against Teighmouth,  

Unfortunately the many injuries sustained in Saturday’s gruelling 

fixture meant a much-changed team and Burton lost 17-0, although 

the reserves did not let the side down. (Taken from articles in local 

press) 

Touring players/members included Richard Knight, H.R. Orme,  

? Exton, M.A.Jones, ? Turner, Bill Souster, Pete James, ? Matthews, 

? Stuart, ? Geary, Alex Gardner, Vic Roebuck, George Barker,  

J. Gillies, ? Williams, J. Savage, D. Thompson, S. Haynes and Club 

groundsman Joe Roach.  

2. 1960 –  Devon (Exmouth, Teighmouth, Sidmouth) 

This was the first tour since 1956, which was also to Devon.  

Myself, Alex Gardiner and Neville Taylor were tour virgins.  

Left Burton on Friday morning on a Welling’s coach.  

En route picked-up two army officers (John Collins and Mike 

Hague) in Lichfield. 

Stopped at Taunton RFC to see them play Old Merchant Taylors, 

pouring with rain so I didn’t bother to watch game. 

Arrived at Avenue Hotel, Torquay – proprietor was local mayor – 

weather improving. 

Once settled in travelled to play first match against Exmouth at 

night. I played full back. 

Walked along promenade on Saturday morning looking for 

refreshment in the town centre and found Grand Hotel. 

Second match against Teignmouth played on Saturday afternoon. An 

ex-Burton player, Norman Tompkins, now stationed down here with 

Royal Navy turned out for Burton. 

After leaving clubhouse went back to hotel and then out into the 

town to visit Grand Hotel for a little drop of gin, not more than half a 

crown – 2s 6d or 12.5p. Joined by Terry Bentley, now an A.A.A. 

starter in Nottingham. 
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Sunday morning went on local boat trip prior to Sunday lunch and 

refreshments at the Grand. Last person to arrive bought a round of 

drinks, but we were halfway along promenade when Alex Gardiner 

was seen zooming passed in a taxi, so the wager was off.   

Sunday evening saw the tour dinner held at the Cranford Hotel. 

Last match played at Sidmouth on way home, left clubhouse and got 

back to Burton early Tuesday morning. 

3. 1962 –  Sidmouth (Exmouth, Oakhampton, Plymouth Albion) 

Left Burton on Friday morning on a Welling’s coach for journey to 

Sidmouth. 

Guest player on tour was Ian Mars, university colleague of Dave 

Bowen.  

Arrived at Clarendon Hotel, Sidmouth. 

Again played first match against Exmouth at night. 

Second match against Oakhampton played on Saturday afternoon.  

Sunday saw us taking our usual lunchtime refreshments.   

Sunday evening saw the tour dinner held at the hotel. 

Left hotel Monday morning for last match against Plymouth Albion 

to be played at night. So stopped on way to see Point to Point races 

at Zia Monochorum.  

The match at Plymouth was the best of the tour and we won. Plenty 

of celebrations in clubhouse, both for win and Dave Berker’s 21
st
 

birthday. 

Left clubhouse at about 10.00 p.m. and arrived back in Burton early 

Tuesday morning. 

 

4. 1964 –  Isle of Man  

Left Burton on Thursday evening on a Welling’s coach for journey 

to Holyhead for ferry to Isle of Man. 

Arrived Holyhead at midnight and boarded ferry. Disembarked in 

Douglas (I.O.M.) at breakfast time. 

Resident of Isle of Man, Arthur Thompson guested for Burton 

during tour along with Kevin Gaffney.  

Hotel accommodation not ready, so while waiting Neville Taylor 

went for early morning swim and others found casino along the 

front. 

Saturday morning competed in Castletown 7’s tournament against 

local sides and other touring clubs including Caldy and Davenport. 

Sunday left hotel for coach trip around T.T. course stopping on way 

for suitable refreshments. 

Sunday evening saw tour dinner held in hotel. 

Last walk around Douglas on Monday morning before boarding 

ferry to Holyhead. 
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Disembarked Holyhead Monday evening before final leg of journey 

and arrived back in Burton early Tuesday morning. 

 

5. 1966 –  Skerries, Ireland (Davenport, Dublin Wanderers) 

Departed Burton on Thursday teatime for journey to Holyhead for 

ferry to Dun Laoghaire by Welling’s coach. 

Left Holyhead early Friday morning and arrived Dun Loaghaire 

around breakfast time.  

Alfie Lowe lost his tour hat, thrown overboard.  

Travelled 10 miles north to Skerries, where we found our hotel was 

next door to Flanagan’s Dance Hall.  

Tour joined by ex-Burton player Ben Brennan. 

First match of tour was on Friday afternoon played against an 

English team (also on tour) Davenport. Weather was shocking with 

two English teams playing rugby on Irish soil. 

A late Saturday morning fixture against Dublin Wanderers was again 

played in terrible weather conditions, so much so that the Leinster 

Cup Final we were to watch on Landsdowne Road that afternoon 

was postponed. So after lunch at a hotel in the city Neville Taylor, 

Tom Kiernan, John Brown, Will Wallace and myself went to the 

Phoenix Park races.  

After dinner in Skerries that evening most of the party returned to 

the Wanderers’ Clubhouse and proceeded to drink them out of 

Guinness.  

Coach left Dublin and returned to Skerries where members of the 

party either retired to bed or went into dance hall next-door. 

With Sunday providing the best weather of a rain soaked tour we 

walked along beach in the morning before heading to local hostelry 

(Joe Mays), but as it was only 11.00 a.m. it was closed. But friendly 

local took us in the back way through the kitchen and we arrived into 

a packed house with everyone watching television and the 

procession for 50
th
 Anniversary of the Uprising as it moved along 

O’Connell Street. 

Sunday afternoon coach picked up party to go to Kilcock 7’s 

Tournament in Co. Kildare. In between games some of Neville 

Taylor’s friends took us into local village, where every shop sold 

Guinness including the men outfitters. In the rugby we lost in the 

semi-finals.   

Sunday evening saw tour dinner held in hotel. 

Left hotel on Monday morning, but before boarding ferry for 

Holyhead we stopped at Fairyhouse Races to watch Irish Grand 

National, some of us went into the enclosure. Winner was 

Flyingbolt, who had been looked after at vets (Mr Sadler) opposite 

Peel Croft. 
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Stopped in Dublin before reaching Dun Loaghaire and once again 

sampled the delights of new drink (courtesy of John Mander) called 

Stable Door – consisting of Roses Lime Juice, Bacardi and, I think, 

Gin.  

Boarded Holyhead ferry Monday evening, arrived Holyhead 

Tuesday morning and back in Burton that afternoon. 

 

6. 1968 –  Workington (Workington, Keswick, Carlisle)  

Howard Jeffrey, a local schoolteacher, who had played for Burton in 

the early 1960’s, arranged this Northwest tour. 

Left Burton Friday morning on Welling’s coach loaded with kegs of 

Guinness for journey. 

Arrived Workington in afternoon. Unfortunately party split into two 

hotels, one on outskirts and one in town centre. No worries as John 

Mander, Roy Wood and myself all in first of these.  

Collected people from hotels for first match against Workington, 

Howard Jeffrey’s current club, and arrived to find ground was over 

looked by iron foundry. Game won and left clubhouse after plenty of 

beer and ‘borrowing’ tiger plaque. Barry Minns stopped from getting 

flagpole into coach. Visited the A’s club, local football club’s 

clubhouse.   

Saturday afternoon saw second match against Keswick, another 

victory and fan club for Pete Brown and Roy ‘Buster’ Bradley. 

Returned to hotels for Saturday night refreshments. 

Sunday coach trip and stopped for lunch time libations and then at 

small funfair, where Tony Russ was sick while on roundabout and 

someone tried to tip money out of ‘Shove Penny’ machine.   

Sunday evening saw tour dinner held in hotel in centre of town. 

Monday morning left hotels for journey to Carlisle and our last 

match. This was best game even though we lost heavily. The 

opposition included Chris Wardlow, who later played for Coventry, 

Northampton and England, and Dave Robinson who went on to play 

for Newcastle. Our team included Tony Russ (Leicester Coach) and 

Pete Brown (colts scrumhalf who was trampoline international). The 

side-stepping of Chris Wardlow was devastating, as Roy ‘Buster’ 

Bradley will vouch ‘that he went five feet one way and then ten feet 

the other’.  

Played game of sevens later in the evening in blazers. 

Great entertainment by hosts saw us eventually leave clubhouse very 

late and arrive back in Burton early Tuesday morning. 
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7. 1970 –  Perranporth, Cornwall (Hayle, Newquay, Wellington) 

Left Burton on Friday morning aboard a Welling’s coach for journey 

to Perranporth. 

Stopped on way at Wells Cathedral, a former Burton player now 

lived in Wells. 

Arrived in the evening at Headlands Hotel, Perranporth. 

Saturday morning left hotel travelling to Hayle for our first match. 

Hayle is a small town just outside St. Ives, where we stopped for 

lunch. Expected to be tough match as right in middle of Cornish 

rugby hotbed with local sides including Cambourne, Redruth, 

Penzance & Newlyn.  

After match returned to hotel for further refreshments. 

Sunday spent between the beach, watching Sand Surfers, and 

visiting local pubs for lunchtime drinks. 

Sunday evening tour dinner was held in hotel. 

Monday travelled to Newquay for next game, which was again 

played in miserable weather. Returned to hotel at night. 

Tuesday left hotel to play third game against Wellington, but for 

reasons unknown it was cancelled.  

Arrived back in Burton early Tuesday evening. 

8. 1972 –  Penrith(Workington,Penrith, Kendall) 

Departed Burton Friday morning on a Welling’s coach for journey to 

Penrith. 

Arrived in the afternoon at George Hotel, Perranporth. 

After luggage put in hotel rooms we left for an evening game against 

Workington. Previously played them on tour in 1968. 

Arrived back at hotel very late at night. 

Saturday lunchtime left hotel for match against Penrith. Weather not 

very good and returned to hotel early in the evening.  

Some of us, including Bob Wylie who later emigrated to South 

Africa, decided to visit a local pub called the ‘Elbow Room’. With it 

being Easter there was an ‘Egg Dunking’ festival taking place over 

the weekend. This is played with painted eggs and the object is to 

see whose egg breaks first, as the pointed end of the other alternately 

strikes opponent’s eggs.  Arrived back at hotel late. 

Sunday lunchtime refreshment with John Mander and others was 

taken in another local pub. This time it was in the back yard of the 

hotel and was called the ‘Dog and Duck’.  

Sunday evening tour dinner was in hotel and included a recital of the 

‘Green Eye of the Little Yellow God’ by tour veteran Wilf Smith. 

Monday travelled to Kendall for last game and in social XV game 

Ian Stubbs played for opposition. 
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Left clubhouse for journey back to Burton and arrived home around 

midnight. 

 

9. 1974 –  Newcastle (Tynedale, Morpeth, Rockcliffe) 

Departed Burton Friday morning on a Welling’s coach. 

Arrived early afternoon at County Hotel, Newcastle. 

Booked-in hotel and then departed for game against Tynedale that 

evening. Very tough fixture for first team. 

Left clubhouse and arrived back at hotel around midnight. 

Saturday morning left hotel for match against Morpeth. This also 

proved to be a very strong fixture and we returned to hotel late at 

night.  

Sunday morning arranged to visit Seghill RFC to meet Willie 

Stephenson, ex-Burton player. Played football and had our required 

lunchtime refreshments. Then left Seghill for an afternoon at the 

seaside at Whitley Bay.   

Sunday evening tour dinner in hotel.  

Monday morning left hotel for third and final game against 

Rockcliffe, who played at Whitley Bay.  

Left clubhouse for journey back to Burton and arrived home around 

midnight. 

 

10. 1975 –  Poland (Poznan, Orkan, Polish XV) 

This was an extra tour arranged after the Polish side had played 

Burton at Peel Croft when touring England. Instead of the usual 

Easter tour this took place at Whitsuntide. 

Playing strength assisted by Gary Adey and Nick Joyce (Leicester 

Tigers), A Page (Moseley), John Dawson (Walsall), Martin Rennard 

and ? Kowaleski (Stafford). 

Left Burton Friday afternoon on a brand new Volvo coach, 

belonging to Jalna Coaches, with forty plus tourists and two drivers, 

namely Kieran Stone and Tony, heading for the Dover ferry.  

Arrived Antwerp early hours of Saturday morning and continued on 

travelling through Belgium, Holland and West Germany. Stopped at 

RAF NAAFI just prior to entering East Germany. 

Between West and East German border posts there was a ‘No Mans 

Land’ patrolled by armed guards from both countries. 

Arrived Polish border on Saturday teatime and were met by guide 

Benny Scotland and members of the Polonia Club of Poznan. After 

stocking up with spirits in the Duty Free shop we adjourned to a 

Roadhouse for our first meal since leaving England.  

Left at 9.00 p.m. and travelled into Poznan. 
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That night majority of party stayed in the Sports Complex, but some 

of us journeyed on with one of our hosts to the local ball bearing and 

vodka factory, which had a Transit Room. 

Sunday morning everyone ate at the Sports Complex. The breakfast 

was very welcome as were all the meals we had there although the 

food was prepared differently – raw beef, eggs and onion (Steak 

Tartar apparently), cucumber soup and sour cream. We were also 

introduced to our Polish interpreter – Monika. In addition to Monika 

we also had two Polish gentlemen in our numbers, Andrew Wolny 

and Ed Nichol. 

After breakfast we visited a castle and travelled to a sports field 

where the players had a training session. There was a café nearby 

that served tea, coffee and Pivo (beer). We also met a member of the 

local Militia who was enjoying eating a ‘greasy hock’. 

Monday night saw the tour’s first match against Poznan. Our first 

task was to clear the playing area and help fix two, long posts to the 

football goals to provide the uprights. After the game we were 

entertained very well sampling plenty of the local Pivo and Vodka. 

Tuesday morning saw an early start for a trip to Warsaw where we 

visited the Ghetto and the Bunker where Polish freedom fighters 

perished during World War II. Benny Scotland was guide for this.  

On the way back we stopped at Orkan to play our second game.  

While the players were readying themselves we visited another café 

across the road for tea and coffee and as we left two Militia, who 

were in the café, embraced us. This game was played in a sports 

stadium with over one thousand spectators watching the game. Don’t 

think they had come just to watch Alfie Lowe who played in this 

match.  

After the game we visited the house and gardens were composer 

Chopin had lived and we visited a quaint little restaurant that was 

next door for another very fine meal. 

Arrived back at Dom Turiste our hotel since Sunday night where 

Alan ‘Tug’ Wilson and myself were roommates. 

Originally the three matches were scheduled to be played on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday but perhaps to give the opposition a 

better chance this was later changed to Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday.  

Wednesday morning saw the players preparing for their third and 

final match while the rest of the party visited the local distillery and 

sampled the many various flavoured Vodkas that were made there. 

After the tiring trip to Warsaw the previous day it took our players 

time to get into the match but they competed very well but in the 

second half Poland’s superior fitness showed (apparently they had 

been training especially for this match).  
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At night we were entertained with a Banquet and Dance with the 

seating at the meal being English, Polish, English etc. all around the 

tables. One of the courses was ‘eels in aspic jelly’ and never having 

eaten them before I would describe them as ‘earthy’. After the 

speeches the word was given for Burton folk to bring Duty Free 

Whisky and the Polish their Vodka. The result being an excellent 

evening. I’ve always wondered what might have happened if we had 

won! 

Returned to Stadium and Dom Turiste Hotel and staggered into bed.  

Thursday morning arrived with everyone somewhat jaded after the 

night before. But journeyed into Market Square, where thousands of 

Catholics were gathered to celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christie. 

Poland is a communist country but it is one of the very few countries 

of communism that have a recognised religion. In the afternoon  

we went to local swimming pool, some had a dip but myself and 

others sat on the bank recovering and having a Lodi (Ice cream).  

Friday – in morning toured Ball Bearing factory and went shopping 

in afternoon to get rid of surplus local currency (Zlotti) which cannot 

be taken out of Poland.  

Friday night - To use up even more currency we hired Polonez 

Hotel, one of best in the city, for tour dinner/dance. All hosts and 

their friends were invited to reciprocate their excellent hospitality.  

Saturday morning left Dom Turiste for our long journey back to 

Burton. During this we were stopped for speeding on the Autobahn 

and driver Kieran paid the on the spot fine. Last Zlottis spent at Duty 

Free Shop as we left Poland. Passed through all checkpoints 

reasonably well, although at one a coach full of Russian Ballerinas 

just was waved through while we had to wait thirty minutes. 

Saturday teatime stopped at RAF NAAFI in West Germany for egg 

and chips – great meal.  

Late Saturday evening arrived Antwerp for night ferry to England 

but found out that ferry was to Folkestone not Dover as we thought.  

Sunday morning arrived in Folkestone. One mishap through customs 

when Alfie Lowe dropped a present that he had cherished all the way 

from Poland. 

Sunday afternoon arrived back in Burton after one of the most 

enjoyable and exhausting tours I have been on.  
 

11. 1976 –  Worthing, Sussex (Worthing, Lewes, Brighton) 

Departed Burton Friday morning on Jalna coach. 

Arrived Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing in afternoon. Instead of all 

being in one hotel some of tourists, including myself, were 

accommodated at a nearby Annexe. The reason for this situation was 
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that there was a Hockey Festival being held in Worthing and so 

numerous hockey players occupied the hotel. 

The first match that evening was against Worthing and the weather 

was sunny. 

Left clubhouse later that night and returned to the Annexe. 

Saturday afternoon saw the second match of the tour against Lewes 

and we also met John Mayger, an old Burton player who now 

resided there.  

Left clubhouse in the evening and travelled back to hotel. 

Sunday morning made journey to Eastbourne RFC for the 7’s 

competition and had a very enjoyable day, which is possibly the 

reason I can’t remember the result. 

Left clubhouse and travelled back to Worthing for Tour Dinner that 

night. 

Monday morning left hotel and travelled to Brighton to play last 

match. Also playing nearby was Brighton & Hove Albion playing 

football. 

Left Brighton and returned home to Burton getting back at midnight. 

12. 1978 – Pembroke (Tenby, Milford Haven, Haverford West)    

Departed Burton Friday morning on Jalna coach. 

Arrived Lion Hotel, Pembroke in afternoon.  

Left hotel and travelled to play Tenby, our first match. 

Much later that evening we left the Tenby clubhouse on our knees to 

the song ‘Hi Ho It’s Off To Work We Go’ led by Dave Salter and 

returned to hotel. 

Saturday morning left hotel for next match against Milford Haven. 

This game was played on a pitch over looking the estuary with a 

near gale blowing. 

Left clubhouse late that night and returned to the hotel. 

Sunday morning saw some of us up bright and early to go for a walk 

round the castle opposite the hotel. We returned to board the coach 

for a trip around the local countryside. On the journey we had our 

own courier, Pete Harlow, who described the local sights using the 

coach microphone in his own indomitable style. 

Arrived back at hotel for tour dinner during which a presentation 

was made to Wilf Smith for being the longest touring member. 

Over the weekend the hotel ran out of vintage port (Landlord’s 

Stock), consumed by two of our members namely ‘Spadge’ Mayger 

and John Stevens. 

Monday morning left hotel and travelled to Haverford West for our 

third and final game. We arrived at lunchtime to find that it was very 

windy. 
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When playing the match Burton kicked-off with wind at their backs 

and referee blew for half-time after twenty/thirty minutes play, but in 

second half he played the full forty and needless to say we lost. 

After the game John Dawes (Wales & British Lions) was in the 

clubhouse having just returned from touring South Africa. 

Departed later that night and got back to Burton in the early hours of 

Tuesday morning. 
 

13. 1980 –  Glasgow (Paisley, Jordanhill, Greenock) 

Left Burton Friday morning for northward journey on Jalna coach. 

Arrived at Eurocrest Hotel, Erskine near Glasgow, in the afternoon.  

The very modern hotel overlooked the River Clyde and Erskine 

Bridge. 

The first match that evening was against Paisley and members of 

Club captain Bill Scobie’s family welcomed us. 

Left clubhouse late that night and returned to the hotel, only to find 

bar was shut but needless to say Pete Minns soon arranged supplies. 

But first team players had 10.00 p.m. curfew imposed by skipper 

Scobie due to importance of next day’s fixture. 

Saturday afternoon saw us travel for our next game against 

Jordanhill, who included Ian McLaughlin (Scotland & British Lions) 

in their ranks after his recent return from Lions Tour of New 

Zealand. Some of us had time to sample local brew in town prior to 

the match. On the way we passed West of Scotland rugby ground. 

Again after some excellent hospitality left clubhouse very late and 

got back to hotel even later but drinks facilities still available. 

Sunday most of tourists took coach trip round Loch Lomond, but a 

small party of us made our way to a public house in Paisley owned 

by Ronnie Ross, who I think was Kojak’s double. Wilf Smith had 

organised Sunday lunch for us there and we spent a very enjoyable 

two/three hours before going back to the hotel. The coach got back 

from its trip a couple of hours later. 

Sunday night was tour dinner with the ritual Haggis being piped in. 

Unfortunately two of our members, John Stevens and John Lowe, 

being hungover from lunchtime libations failed to make the meal and 

unsuccessfully tried to sneak in later to roars of derision from those 

already present. After the dinner one of the guests, Dave Sheddon (a 

Scottish winger) and Phil Hunt had a race outside and I think Phil 

just won. 

Monday morning left hotel, that had been superb thanks to the work, 

organisation and string pulling performed by Bill Scobie and Jimmy 

Angles prior and during the tour. Travelled to Greenock for third and 

final match. Very windy conditions didn’t help fullback John Lowe, 

who was not fully recovered from his ordeals of the previous day. 
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Departed Greenock late afternoon and arrived back in Burton that 

night. 

14. 1982 – La Rochelle, France (La Rochelle, Ile De Rey) 

Left Burton Thursday afternoon to catch the Weymouth/Cherbourg 

ferry. 

Arrived at Cherbourg early Friday morning and travelled south to La 

Rochelle.  

Arrived at the Hotel (Climat) Grill, La Rochelle late Friday 

afternoon. 

Saturday travelled to play first match against La Rochelle in a sports 

stadium with very warm, sunny weather.  

In clubhouse after game we were introduced to Pernod and then 

journeyed on to the Harbour at La Rochelle.  

On the way the coach driver took a wrong turning and we finished in 

a side street that was gradually narrowing. In the end the coach was 

almost stuck and locals were coming out of their houses to see a 

coach loaded of tourists unable to open the coach doors. 

Eventually extricated ourselves and arrived at Harbour and made a 

beeline for the first bars. 

Left there early Sunday morning and returned to hotel. 

Later on the Sunday we went for a coach trip into La Rochelle. 

Sunday night tour dinner in hotel. 

Monday morning coach took us to board the ferry to go to a small 

island just off from La Rochelle called Ile de Re, whose side were to 

be our next opposition. 

Landed in glorious weather and boarded a coach that was provided 

by our opposition and it took us to the playing field.  

When we arrived there were tables and forms (seats) all laid out with 

bottles of red and white wine and refreshments.  

During the game Alfie Lowe, who was on the running the opposite 

touchline, was attacked by a little dog.  

After the wine and food was over we left to catch the ferry back to 

the mainland. But before the ferry departed we visited local 

restaurant to sample the Pernod. 

Left La Rochelle late Monday night to catch the ferry from St. Malo 

and docked in Southampton about 9.00 p.m. 

Arrived back in Burton on Tuesday morning. 

15. 1984– Ayr, West Scotland (Ayr, Kilmarnock)   

Left Burton Friday morning travelling by car with Pete Minns. 

Arrived at the Balgarth Hotel, Ayr late Friday afternoon. 

In the evening went to watch social team game against Ayr played at 

local school. 

Saturday travelled to watch match in afternoon against Kilmarnock. 



                   BURTON RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB  

Reference: - BRFC Tours    16 

Version 1.0 15 April 2011 

Sunday morning some of party walked along sea front and after 

several comments of ‘There will be a tea shop (café) round the next 

corner’ eventually found one. 

Spent afternoon watching Ayr 7’s tournament. 

Sunday evening tour dinner held in hotel. 

Left hotel Monday to watch final fixture against Ayr. 

After this we travelled safely back to Burton. 
 

16. 1986 – Brixham, Devon (Brixham, Newton Abbot, Clifton) 

Left Burton Friday morning. 

Tour baptism of Grimsdell brothers, Andy and Colin. 

Arrived in Brixham after lunch – two hotels (Marlborough and 

Strawberry Fields). 

Evening match against Brixham played in atrocious conditions. 

Saturday afternoon match was against Newton Abbot (Nick Counter 

country). 

Sunday morning spent walking round harbour with lunchtime 

refreshments being taken in a public house alongside the harbour.  

Sunday evening tour dinner held. 

Left hotels Monday morning to travel to play final game of tour at 

Clifton near Bath. Stopped at Shepton Mallet on the way with Wilf 

Smith to visit a former Burton player, Peter Swann, who now 

manages a hotel in this ancient market town. 

Arrived to watch game in afternoon, but I thought that hospitality of 

the club left lots to be desired considering all the other clubs we have 

visited. 

Arrived back in Burton Monday night. 
 

17. 1988 – Dublin (Aer Lingus, Old Kilcullen) 

Left Burton Thursday evening to catch early morning Holyhead/ 

Dun Laoghaire ferry. 

Disembarked from ferry in Dun Laoghaire on Friday morning and 

travelled to Aishling Hotel, Dublin. But horror and terror struck us 

numb when we found the bar was shut (no alcohol sales on Good 

Friday in Ireland) so instead we had a little party in the hotel lounge.  

An evening match against Aer Lingus had been arranged by Mick 

Welsh, an ex Burton player and brother-in-law of Buster Bradley. 

On way there we got lost so pulled up at bus stop to ask directions 

and a lad called Martin offered to show us the way there but he, 

actually, stayed with us for the four days of the tour acting as guide 

and courier. Returned to hotel after game that night.  

Saturday travelled to Co. Kildare for afternoon match against Old 

Killcullen, the team who Mick Welsh now plays for. Evening spent 
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in their clubhouse with fresh supplies of Guinness being shipped in 

as the till struggled to cope. A good night was had by all and saw us 

go up ‘Sunshine Mountain’ for the first time (introduced I think by 

Kevin Picton). Return to Dublin and hotel late that night. 

Sunday left hotel for coach trip to Wicklow Mountains stopping on 

way at local hostelry around lunchtime. Afternoon was spent at foot 

of mountains with the coach, but some ventured up the mountains. 

Return journey back to hotel was via the coast road through Bray. 

Sunday evening was tour dinner in hotel. 

Left hotel Monday morning for journey to catch Dun Laoghaire/ 

Holyhead ferry. 

Disembarked ferry in Holyhead Monday afternoon and arrived back 

in Burton that night. 
 

18. 1990 – Germany (Staffs Regmt., Royal Scots, H’bourg Exiles) 

This tour was arranged in order to play and visit the Club’s local 

army battalion, namely the Staffordshire Regiment, normally 

stationed at Whittington but were now on tour in Fallingbostel, 

Germany. John Dermott and Andy Campbell arranged the tour with 

the assistance of John’s son Nick who was stationed with the 

regiment. 

Left Burton on Thursday afternoon (Cresswells Coach) to catch the 

ferry from Sheerness to Flushing. 

During the overnight crossing cabins were available but many, 

including myself, having once visited them in the bowels of the ship 

decided to stay in an upper deck lounge area where there was a 

Disco. So with beer and music available everyone had a very 

pleasant crossing despite on of our elderly statesmen who got a black 

eye when ‘successfully defending the honour’ of a young Australian 

damsel. 

Disembarked from ferry in Flushing on Friday morning and started 

the long journey to Fallingbostel by the coach, which had travelled 

over with us on the ferry, and stopped on way to sample the 

‘continental breakfast’.  

When arriving in Fallingbostel (situated just south of Hamburg) the 

tour party were allocated accommodation, either barrack rooms with 

squaddies or officers quarters. The latter of these, which I was in, 

was half a mile away and, therefore, involved a mile walk when 

taking meals in the mess hall. I had some new shoes to break in and 

so by the end of tour I was suffering because this tour involved a lot 

of walking.  

On Saturday two matches were arranged with 1
st
 XV playing the 

Staffs Regiment 1
st
 XV on the base. While later the Vets XV played 

Hamburg Exiles at a park in central Hamburg and finding this pitch 
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took an awful lot of walking, my poor old blistered feet. But prior to 

either of these we visited the site of the infamous Belsen 

concentration camp, a very strange and humbling place with no birds 

flying over it although surrounded by forest. The effect and change 

the camp had on forty plus happy go lucky tourists into quiet, 

thoughtful people had to be seen to be believed, a memory no one 

there will ever forget. 

That night, instead of the usual Sunday, the tour dinner was held in 

the mess with all the superb regimental silver on the tables.  

On Sunday two matches were again arranged with the 1
st
 XV 

playing Royal Scots Guards XV and the Vets against a regiments 

Vets team. After the game we were entertained in a local hostelry, 

which had a balcony as well as a chap who managed to out talk Alan 

‘Tug’ Wilson.  

We left this entertainment and visited Hamburg and its famous 

nightspots. We located a café that by chance happened to sell lager. 

Monday morning after breakfast we left Fallingbostel to make the 

return journey back to catch the ferry and on the way we stopped at 

Lingen (Burton’s twin town) for lunch and refreshment with local 

dignitaries. The coach parked some way from the venue and so 

another long walk was called for. Like myself suffering with my 

shoes, Terry Roberts was now also nursing an injured ankle and we 

both walked slowly together to meet up with the other tourists.  

Departed Lingen mid-afternoon and caught evening ferry to 

Sheerness from Rotterdam. 

Arrived Sheerness Tuesday morning and travelled back to Burton. 
 

19. 1992 – Middlesborough (Blaydon, M’borough, West H’pool) 

Bill Spencelayh, a former player at West Hartlepool, and Colin 

Horsley, current Burton coach, arranged this tour. As in years gone 

by the 1
st
 XV had a guest player for the arranged matches, Errol 

Anderson (Wolverhampton).  

Left Burton on Good Friday morning by Cresswells Coach. 

Arrived Friday lunchtime at the Marton Way Hotel, 

Middlesborough. 

Booked-in and then left hotel to play first game against Blaydon and 

met Willie Stephenson, one of our ex-players from the 1970’s, there. 

He had coached several members of the current Blaydon team. 

Saturday played next game against Middlesborough, and was played 

on a field that was used for matches of Yorkshire County cricket 

team. The Clubhouse walls were festooned with photographs of the 

Yorkshire C.C. team. 

Sunday was spent on coach trip around Whitley Bay and spent 

afternoon on beach. 
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Arrived back at hotel for Sunday evening tour dinner.  

Monday packed-up bags and left hotel to travel to Hartlepool for 

final tour match against West Hartlepool. This was best game of tour 

and although we lost the team acquitted themselves very well against 

a side that was soon to be promoted to the Premier Division of 

English rugby. 

Left Clubhouse on Monday evening with car travelling tourists and 

returned back home Monday night. Coach left later and got back to 

Burton early hours of Tuesday morning. 

20. 1994 – Helensburgh (H’burgh, Hillfield/Jordanhill, Paisley) 

Left Burton early on Friday morning (Cresswells Coach). 

Arrived Hotel Commodore, Helensburgh Friday lunchtime. 

The weather from Friday to Monday was terrible with rain, wind and 

even snow. 

Friday afternoon played first game against local Helensburgh club 

and pitch was half a mile away from clubhouse, great walk in mud 

and rain! 

Saturday afternoon played Hillfield/Jordanhill, a new club created by  

merging of two clubs. This game proved to be very enjoyable for 

one player. 

Sunday morning despite torrential rain some of party went for early 

morning dip in the Clyde and one streaked fully naked across the 

road and back into the hotel foyer, not appreciated by hotel staff. 

After breakfast set-off on coach to visit Royal Navy base at Faslane, 

where Burton’s adopted nuclear submarine, HMS Resolution, was 

berthed. Parked coach and our resident terrorist jumped out of coach 

and ran around it, dressed in black ski mask. So after short delay 

while he was detained and ‘interrogated’ we then toured submarine 

dockyard before travelling by boat across to hotel at other side of 

Loch for refreshments. 

Returned to base by coach, loch had become very rough, and went 

back to hotel for Sunday night tour dinner. 

Monday morning left hotel to play Paisley in the afternoon and we 

eventually arrived some four/five hours later after coach driver had 

driven all around Glasgow looking for an open garage to get diesel 

for journey home. 

All games were played in horrendous conditions but players 

acquitted themselves well. 

Left Paisley early Monday evening and broke journey back to 

Burton by stopping at Penrith, where having eaten some fish and 

chips some of us visited the ‘George Hotel’, scene of an earlier tour. 

Still snowing when left Penrith and got back to Burton early hours of 

Tuesday morning. 
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21. 1996 – Boston, USA (Mystic River, Old Gold, I. Wolfhounds)  

Left Burton on Friday morning (Two Cresswells Coach) – one for 

players and one for supporters). 

Not a good start as players’ coach broke down on M1 prior to first 

stopping point at motorway services. Replacement coach arrived and 

journey continued.  

Arrived Heathrow Airport at 2.00 p.m. Friday afternoon just in time 

for check-in for 4.00 p.m. flight number BA215 to Boston. 

Arrived Logan Airport, Boston 5.30 p.m. (US time) Friday afternoon 

and two coaches picked-up the party to take us to the venue for the 

tour – Suisse Chalet, Morrisey Boulevard. 

Friday evening went to ‘McGuinness’ bar in suburb of Somerville. 

Taxi there and back to sleeping accommodation, where complex 

included drinking house (Phillips Old Colony), Dining Hall and 

‘Candle Pin’ bowling alley). At the drinking house a pianist – name 

of Tony Carbone – was playing.  

Saturday morning after breakfast of bacon and ‘sunny-side up’ fried 

eggs, etc. at 11.30 a.m. two coaches picked-up tour party for journey 

to go and play our first game of the tour. One coach was a yellow 

school bus and the other was red with roll down plastic windows and 

looked more like a fair ground trolley bus.  

Arrived at Malden (East Side Athletic Association) at 12.30 p.m. to 

play ‘Mystic River’, weather was very cold. 1
st
 and 2

nd
 XV’s played 

there respective teams and we were then entertained that night at 

‘William Penn’ hostelry. Plenty of beer and food plus music from a 

very good band called ‘Star Gazers’. Coach left for Suisse Chalet at 

midnight, although some stayed on.  

Sunday morning, even colder than previous day, saw second game of 

tour with 1
st
 and 2

nd
 XV’s playing there respective teams from ‘Old 

Gold’. Those watching on touchline were freezing and some very 

nearly refused beer when one of the opposition offered them one 

from a chest full of ice. The only spectator keeping reasonably warm 

was Harold Grief, who was running around retrieving the ball from 

behind the posts. The players got stripped on the field in the freezing 

temperatures. After the first match the spectators found a café in the 

vicinity and went in for coffee and to try and warm-up. We returned 

to watch second game where the opposition played a young lady on 

the wing and she soon showed Keith Riley’s deficiencies as she 

rounded him to score a try. The Old Gold’s clubhouse was a good 

way from Boston.  

Monday was a free day with no rugby and a few of us went on a 

Boston Tour with Bean Town Trolley. At Boston bus station they 

changed drivers and the new driver, as well as being a courier, was 

also an entertainer by the name of John Cleary. During the trip he 
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stopped the bus, produced a straw boater and ukulele and proceeded 

to play and sing. We didn’t complete the tour but got off at Junction 

19, which is near the market ‘Fanuel Hall’. Had liquid refreshments 

at nearby local pub before crossing over pedestrian way for meal of 

Lobster, proceeded by Clam Chowder at Durgin Park restaurant, and 

served by waiters Tava and Roberto. Left around 3.30 p.m. Others in 

the party walked along the ‘Freedom Trail’ and Marathon route (city 

marathon was being run following weekend) and called in a several 

local bars. 

Tuesday same two coaches arrived to take party into Boston for walk 

round Beacon Hill and to visit and have refreshments at ‘Bull and 

Finch’ – setting of TV program ‘Cheers’. Left at 2.00 p.m. for tour 

of Sam Adams Brewery, Boston. Arrived at 2.45 p.m. and sampled 

local brews and were presented with Memo pads. Left at 4.00 p.m. to 

return to Suisse Chalet. That evening was one of two that saw heavy 

snow fall and approximately six inches fell that night, so stayed in 

‘Philips Old Colony’ for the night and listened to Tony Carbone on 

the piano while partaking of the local brew.  

Wednesday was due to feature a night rugby match against Irish 

Wolfhounds, but the heavy snow resulted in 1
st
 XV fixture being 

cancelled. Some of party stayed in hotel or visited nearby café/bars 

as weather virtually made travelling very difficult. But coach picked 

others up who went to local rail station for train into Boston and 

again visited Fanuel Market and other shopping areas. In the evening 

coaches took party to join ‘Irish Wolfhounds’ at a hostelry called 

‘Green Briar’ in Brighton some way out of Boston and we were 

entertained to traditional Irish food, drink, music (provided by a 

band called the ‘Love Birds’) and, strangely, plenty of Tequila shots. 

Thursday morning after breakfast went to ‘Candle Pin Bowling 

Alley’ part of hotel complex. Besides original 10-Pin bowling lanes 

there were about four lanes of Candlepin bowling, this used small 

wooden bowls similar to our skittle alley. I found this more to my 

liking rather than breaking my fingers by getting two fingers and a 

thumb stuck in a 10-pin ball. After spending three to four hours I 

retired to ‘Philips Old Colony’ for a bar snack and liquid 

refreshment prior to going to room to change for Tour Dinner, which 

started at 8.00 p.m. and continued until bar shut at 2.00 a.m. Friday. 

After breakfast went to improve my bowling at the alley to fill in 

time before coaches picked up party for next two matches against 

Boston. Left hotel around 4.30 p.m. and after fairly long and 

circuitous journey arrived in a very inhospitable area with a rugby 

pitch, which we had to walk to clear of broken glass, cans, syringes 

and other unmentionable objects before any games could take place. 

When the referee inspected the players studs he must have inspected 

each boot several times before he cottoned on that once inspected 
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players were looping back down the line to attach themselves at the 

other end for  're-inspection'. At night after the games we were 

entertained at a bar opposite one of the Police Precinct headquarters, 

and a rock group provided the music. 

Saturday dawned – last day of tour – and I had one final game of 

bowling before the coaches left Suisse Chalet for Logan Airport and 

flight 212 for London, Heathrow. As we left the hotel some people 

were booking in prior to running in the Boston marathon that 

weekend, a course that was already familiar to some of our party. 

Left Logan Airport late afternoon for my second ever plane flight, 

the first being the one from Heathrow/Logan. Visited flight deck, 

very impressive.  

Arrived Heathrow Sunday morning 14
th

 April about 5.00 a.m. But 

coaches (Cresswells) didn’t arrive until about 7.00 a.m. as they had 

been parked at another parking place waiting for us!!! 

Loaded up and back in Burton about 10.00 a.m. 

   

22. 1997 – Folkestone (Folkestone, Ashford, St. Nicholas O.B’s) 

This tour was a Vets Tour with no first team fixtures and contained 

around 24 tourists. 

Departed Burton 8.00 a.m. Friday morning on Cresswells coach. 

Arrived Burstin Hotel, Folkestone around noon. The hotel was an 

unusual design with a top half being added to the original basic 

design to give over 400 rooms.  

Played first match against local Folkestone side, kick-off 7.30 p.m. 

Weather was very cold and must have been reason we lost. Returned 

to hotel at midnight  

Saturday morning walked to headland café for tea, scones and ice 

cream. One member of tour returned home.  

At 2.30 p.m. in afternoon left to go to Boulogne on Sea Cat. Once in 

Boulogne three of us sampled refreshments in ‘La Taverne’ – 3 

coffee/brandy cost 129 francs. Then walked back into old part of city 

to catch ferry back and arrived back at Burstin Hotel at 9.30 p.m.  

After another walk to the headland café for Sunday morning coffee 

we returned to hotel before visiting a local pub – The Lifeboat – for 

lunchtime refreshments. In the afternoon the party, which by now 

had seen its playing strength reduced to just one team and one 

reserve travelled to play Ashford. Left clubhouse after the game and 

returned to hotel where we stayed listening to resident group. 

Monday, 12.00 noon, left hotel with luggage to travel to Ickenham to 

play the old boys club of Phil Golding (veterans player/captain), St. 

Nicholas O.B., and arrived at 1.30 p.m. Rugby and cricket teams 

share the ground and facilities. Left clubhouse at 6.45 p.m. after 

everyone else had gone and visited local pub called ‘Coach & 
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Horses’. Left here for journey back to Burton at 8.00 p.m. and coach 

stopped at a pub called ‘The Wharfe’ in Hockley Heath near Henley 

in Arden. Arrived back in Burton around midnight. 
    

 

23. 1999 – Rochefort, France (Rochefort, Puilborough, Tourran) 

Wednesday evening, 31
st
 March, left luggage in clubhouse. 

Departed Burton 3.00 a.m. Thursday morning on Cresswells coach 

and changed drivers en route at Newbury. 

Arrived Portsmouth 9.00 a.m. to catch ‘Pride of Portsmouth’ ferry to 

Cherbourg. 

Disembarked ferry in Cherbourg at 3.00 p.m. (French time) and left 

to travel by coach to Rochefort and arrived at ‘Hotel Del Ramparts’ 

at 12.00 p.m. Friday. 

In the afternoon we left hotel with interpreters Grazielli and Lydia 

for a conducted tour of the rebuilding of sailing ship “L’Hermione” 

prior to going to the Mayor’s Parlour for the formalities. Plenty of 

fortified wine was on hand, which was very ‘moreish’ (will suffer 

later at night). Left parlour for first game against Rochefort, kick-off 

7.00 p.m.  

After the match, which we won 32-10, we were entertained in their 

clubhouse – during which I gave away my tour tie. 

Later coach took us back to hotel where we found a local pub called 

the ‘Galway Bar’ with Marie the barperson. The pub had been 

visited the night before by some of the party. 

Saturday morning visited ‘Galway Bar’ for coffee this time and left 

hotel at lunchtime for a ten-mile journey to Puilborough, our next 

fixture. The conditions weren’t that good with rain etc. and after 

drawing 19 apiece at half-time we lost 19-33. The opposition kept 

changing/resting players whenever possible, so I think we did well. 

Left clubhouse later and returned to hotel before going out for a 

night in ‘Galway Bar’. Midnight saw us return to hotel in taxi driven 

by one of the bar staff. 

Sunday saw the weather improve to sunny and warm and we left 

hotel for a day out in La Rochelle. Some of party stayed in town 

while the coach and the rest went to see a local Derby rugby match 

between La Rochelle and Nice. The coach returned to pick the party 

who stayed at 4.30 p.m.  A pleasant day walking round the harbour 

listening to the ‘busking musicians’ who were very good, sat and had 

some refreshments and then went to local hostelry prior to catching 

coach back to hotel for Tour Dinner that night.  

After dinner around midnight went to local establishment, a Snooker 

and Amusement Place, for refreshments, coffee etc. Returned to 
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hotel at 1.15 a.m. with Pete Minns pushing a trolley with Bill 

Barbour in it. 

Monday dawned and the weather was very hot. In morning went into 

centre of town and had coffee outside in the square. Some tourists 

went into the local fountain to keep cool. 

Departed from hotel with cases 12 noon and travelled for final 

match, on coach kindly supplied by Rochefort, to play Tourran. 

Three Burton players - Dave Brown, Rob Wakelin and Charlie 

Insley – played for opposition. The result was a win for Burton and 

for refreshments we had mussels baked in straw. 

Left ground at 7.15 p.m. to pick-up Cresswells Coach at hotel. 

Departed at 8.00 p.m. for the 8.00 a.m. ferry and arrived Cherbourg 

at 6.00 a.m. 

Boarded ferry and set sail for Portsmouth on board ‘Pride of 

Portsmouth’, same ferry we had come on. 

Arrived Portsmouth 12 noon (English time) and started journey 

home. Changed drivers at Newbury at 1.00 p.m. and left at 1.45 p.m. 

to arrive back in dear old Burton at around 4.00 p.m. 

24. 2001 – Lake District (Keswick, Bowness Comp., Chester) 

This tour was the Vets 2
nd

 Tour and had a theme of Cloth Caps and 

Christmas Decorations. 

Departed Burton 8.15 a.m. Friday morning on a Cresswells coach. 

Stopped at Sandbach Services around 9.30 a.m. for relief break. 

Arrived Grey Walls Hotel, Ambleside on Lake Windermere around 

1.20 p.m. The hotel was divided into two areas, namely the hotel for 

food and accommodation and the inn for beer, spirits etc.   

Left hotel at 1.45 p.m. for first game, travelling through the 

picturesque Ambleside and Lakes, to arrive in Keswick at 2.45 p.m. 

Result Vets beat Keswick 14-0 and left at 6.40 p.m. before Coach 

had to pull over on to a grass verge.  

Arrived back at hotel about 8.00 p.m. Vic Roebuck and I sampled 

the Bass and then tasted the fish and chips from a nice little chippy. 

We then visited a local pub called the ‘Queens’ and sampled some 

Castledew before returning to finish-off at the hotel.  

Saturday morning left hotel for a lake trip and at noon stopped at 

‘Talbot Inn’ in Skelworth Bridge after having struggled to find a 

parking place for the coach near a pub. Journeyed on to Coniston 

where we had brandy and coffee. We drank the Conniston Brewery 

‘Bluebird’ (4.2 % and brewed at pub) before leaving at 2.00 p.m. and 

travelling on to Bowness to watch local rugby match between 

Windermere and Keswick. Left Bowness at 6.30 p.m. having lost 

Harold Grief. We returned to hotel for a meal and, thankfully, later 

saw Harold come back in a taxi.  
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Sunday saw the Vets playing in a Veterans tournament at Bowness. 

Four teams participated – Windermere, Kirby/Lonsdale, Vickers and 

Burton. Left hotel and arrived at ground in Bowness at 11.00 a.m. 

Burton were in the second game against Vickers and we lost 8-0. 

Our next game was against Kirby/Lonsdale was won 5-0, thanks to a 

Tom Handy try. Directly after this we played Windermere and we 

lost 12-0. The eventual winners were Vickers who won all three 

games. Their first game against us was the hardest and playing 

conditions were atrocious. The winners received medals and a 

shepherd’s crook. Left clubhouse and visited local pub ‘John Peel’ 

and went back to hotel by taxi. Incidentally, in the last game against 

Windermere, Steve Smith and Declan Bradley – who were both 

about to get married – played for the opposition as a shortage of 

players saw the organisers let players play for other teams. 

Monday morning left hotel at 11.00 p.m. for Chester and the final 

tour match. Arrived in Chester and greeted by Mick Wilson and his 

wife – Mick was an ex-Burton player from the sixties and seventies 

– and thanks to Vic Roebuck, who had helped arrange the fixture, we 

were made very welcome. The game kicked-off at 3.00 p.m. and 

Burton faced a very strong Chester side. Although Burton scored 

first by half-time we were well behind and were strengthened by 

three or four Chester players. The final result was 31-29 in Chester’s 

favour. Burton led 29-26 with minutes to got but a last gasp try gave 

the home side victory. Trevor Burrows, Tom Handy and Huw 

Davies scored a try each with Chester players getting the other 

fourteen points. 

After a visit from Santa Claus (Harold Grief) we left the clubhouse 

at around 6.30 p.m. and on the recommendation of Colin Wood 

stopped a hostelry in Meir Heath, Stoke called the ‘Windmill’. Left 

her at 8.50 p.m. and arrived back in Burton at about 9.30 p.m. 

A very good tour. 

 

25. 2003 – North East (Wallsend, Blythe Comp., Scunthorpe) 

This tour was the Vets 3
rd

 Tour and had a theme involving Cravat, 

Coloured Shirt and Musical Instrument. 

Departed Burton 8.00 a.m. Friday morning on a Cresswells coach. 

Stopped around 10.00 p.m. at Morrison’s just off motorway for 

breakfast and on way back to coach saw Harold Grief helping a lady 

collect for Children’s Hospice. Back on the road around 10.45 p.m. 

Arrived New Royal Hotel, Whitley Bay around 12.45 p.m.. The 

hotel was divided into three parts – Bar, Accommodation and 

NightClub. The lady who carried my bag upstairs to the third floor 

said she would try and get me a room on the first floor. She warned 

that it would be over the Night Club, so Friday night would be quite 
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as no Club Night but Saturday there would be music until 2.00 a.m. 

With the first match being on Friday afternoon we left hotel to travel 

to ‘Benfield Community Centre’ for game against Wallsend. You 

had to queue to get a drink, a routine in used only in clubs. The 

match was lost 58-22 and the size of the defeat was our first 

inclination that the opposition was no Vets side.  

Left club at 6.30 p.m. and got back to Whitley Bay around 7.00 p.m. 

where we found a Weatherspoon’s bar called the Fire Station. After 

a few drinks we returned to hotel and along the street to the front 

there were nightclubs next door to one another. Vic Roebuck and I 

passed three clubs – ‘Orion’, ‘Prague’ and Harry Lemon’ – before 

getting back to hotel at 11.15 p.m. 

Saturday the team was involved in a triangular tournament at Blythe 

involving the homeclub plus Wednesbury (who were also on tour) 

plus Burton. Left hotel for Blythe around 10.30 a.m. and on the way 

stopped at a place called Newbiggen for coffee in a Victorian Tea 

Rooms. Arrived at ground about 1.45 p.m. in time for the matches, 

which again didn’t resemble true Vets sides. Departed at around 5.45 

p.m., stopped at local hostelry called ‘Waterford Arms’ for a few 

beers before arriving at ‘Fire Station’ in Whitley Bay at about 7.45 

p.m. Had a very pleasant night with Harold Grief and Vic at the 

Catholic Social Club before returning to hotel. 

Sunday morning started badly as prior to picking us up at the hotel 

the tour coach had been broken into. Left hotel at about 10.45 p.m. 

to visit Tom Handy’s mother and father (Jenny and Roy) at Stanley. 

Coach pulled up right outside the house and photos were taken. 

Leaving most of them we went to local pub (Working Mans Club) 

with Exhibition Ale on sale at 90p per pint. Five or six stayed on the 

coach. Left Stanley at 1.15 p.m. and arrived in Newcastle where 

party split. Vic, Harold, Alfie Lowe and myself returned to the hotel 

from where we walked to a fish and chip restaurant called 

‘Pantranes’ – four helpings for £15.00. On leaving Alfie and I had an 

ice cream each as we walked back to the hotel where we arrived at 

3.45 p.m.  Left hotel that night and called in a local called 

‘Fitzgeralds’, but after an hour and a half the bouncers came round 

clearing the pub for 10.30 p.m. closing. Bar at the hotel wasn’t open 

for residents as it was classed as public bar. 

Booked-out of hotel Monday morning for return journey and our 

final match of the tour. This originally should have been Goole, but 

had been re-arranged to Scunthorpe. We arrived here at 2.30 p.m. 

and the opposition was again a mixed side from a first team player at 

centre, and virtually every time he touched the ball they scored, to 

one or two Vets. We did at least score tries but not enough.  

Left at 6.30 and reached Bridge Inn, Branston (our tour sponsors) at 

8.50 p.m. and coach returned to Peel Croft. 
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Tour not as the Lake District playing wise, although did well against 

youthful opposition, and hotel had no residents bar. 

26. 2004 – Ireland ( Boyne, Bourne, Navan, Malahide, B’briggen) 

This tour was the Vets 4
th
 Tour and had a theme involving Irish Hat 

(Green), Ladies Garment and Gazoo and on this occasion a Colts 

squad also accompanied the Vets. 

Arrived at Peel Croft 1.30 a.m. Friday morning for a Cresswells 

coach to take party to Liverpool for 8.00 a.m. Sea Cat Ferry to 

Dublin. Left Burton at 4.15 a.m., stopped at Sandbach Services at 

5.10 a.m for a break, left at 5.40 a.m. and arrived Liverpool 6.45 

a.m. Sailed from Liverpool at 8.00 a.m. and disembarked in Dublin 

at 12.30 p.m. – Tom Handy’s case missing. 

Arrived at our hotel the ‘Boyne Country Club’ at 2.00 p.m. – Tom 

was reunited with his case before we left for that night’s games. I 

was assigned to Room 2, first floor up – 9 steps, then 4 steps and 

finally 9 more steps to the room. 

Left hotel at 4.45 p.m. for first two games Colts against Malahide 

and Vets versus Boyne III. Arrived at 5.15 p.m. and Colts played and 

won 18-5, but nobody there for Vets game. Didn’t think the 

opposition was going to turn up but kick-off eventually 6.40 p.m. 

Lost 77-0 – verdict mismatch, game ended in near dusk. 

Arrived back at hotel at 8.30 p.m. and had meal of crispy duck at 

hotel before retiring to bed at 12.15 a.m. 

Saturday, weather sunny in morning, turned cloudy later but stayed 

fine with Vets playing Bourne III and Colts playing against 

Ballbriggen that afternoon. Left hotel and went into town with Roger 

Fearn to go to the ‘Bookies’ and then at 2.00 p.m. we got taxi to 

Bourne RFC for matches. Vets again lost 72-0, another mismatch, 

while Colts won 19-5. Left clubhouse around 8.00 p.m. to go into 

town – Drogheda. Visited McPhails, local public house, not very 

appealing as had to pay to enter. Had fish & chips instead – 6.45 

euros. Went back to hotel by taxi at about 9.15 p.m. and retired to 

bed at 11.45 p.m.  

Sunday was another fine day with the Vets and Colts both playing 

Navan in the afternoon. The colt’s opposition I understand were the 

Irish champions. Had a walk round grounds of hotel and sports 

complex, indoor swimming pool. 

Left hotel at 12.30 p.m. and while travelling to Navan’s ground Tom 

Handy entertained us with a new verse, that I’d not heard before, to 

the ditty ‘Sexual Life of a Camel’. The games at Navan saw both 

teams lose with Colts going down 29-7 and Vets 30-5, in this last 

game a few Colts played and Mark Dutoy refereed. Mark’s 

officiating inspired the quote of the day from the Navan coach ‘This 

ref. is making us look like a bunch of F-----g idiots’, while young 
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colt Pete Burchell scored the only “Vet’s” try of the tour.  After the 

game in the clubhouse a singsong was in full swing. 

Left clubhouse around 6.30 p.m. and got back to hotel three-quarters 

of an hour later. After half an hour to freshen up left hotel by taxi for 

five minute ride to local pub ‘Black Bull’ – twenty minutes walking 

distance. A very good lady drove us back to hotel from the pub and 

after a Gaelic coffee I retired to bed at 11.30 p.m.  

Monday morning we left hotel at 11.00 a.m. to catch Sea Cat from 

Dublin at 1.15 p.m. and docked in Liverpool at 5.00 p.m. I think we 

got lost trying to find our way out of Liverpool as it was 5.45 p.m. 

when we finally left the city. Arrived back in Burton at 8.45 p.m. 

and I was dropped off to walk home at Delaney Galley, Derby Street 

corner and the coach travelled on to Black Horse, Moor Street. 

 

27. 2005– Bristol (Chipping Sudbury, Aretians, Newbury) 

This tour was the Vets 5
th
 Tour and had a theme involving Easter 

Hat, Loud Shirt, Spatula and Gazoo. 

Left Peel Croft 8.25 a.m. Friday morning on a Cresswells coach, 

stopped at Strenshall Services at 9.50 a.m for break and snack, left at 

10.30 a.m. and arrived at our hotel the ‘Washington’, Bristol at noon. 

Room 8 downstairs, no licensed bar so had to drink at a pub owned 

by hotelier fifty yards from hotel. Pub called ‘Rakes/Racks’, London 

Pride £1.40 half a pint, and was underneath the Clifton Hotel. 

Fine weather and left hotel at 1.00 p.m. for first game against 

Chipping Sudbury. Result ? After game Dave Horton and another 

vet (anon) were involved in drinking competition with two of the 

opposition and we were entertained by Simon Cox and Les 

McLenahan rendering of ‘Old MacDonalds Farm with Cox soloing 

‘Alouette’. Left Chipping Sudbury 7.00 p.m. and arrived at 

‘George’, Portcullis Hotel at 8.30 p.m. Returned to Rakes (Bristol) at 

9.45 p.m. Found combined services club (Avon Combined Services 

club) across road from pub, much cheaper beer, and returned to hotel 

at 12.30 a.m. 

Saturday saw showery weather and after breakfast at 8.45 a.m. we 

walked around the block before assembling in ACS club at noon for 

the 12.50 p.m. departure to go to our next match against Aretians 

Vets, kick-off 2.40 p.m.  Arrived at Patchway Ground at 1.45 p.m. 

Result ? Left after game, as the rain came down, at 6.15 p.m. and got 

back to hotel half-hour later. Arranged to meet at Avon C.S. at 7.15 

p.m. some of us stayed until 9.15 p.m., but then went to Racks until 

9.45 p.m. before returning to ACS club for Harold Grief to burst into 

song. Left to return to Wahington Hotel at 11.30 p.m. but I found the 

hotel doors were locked, opened at 11.45 p.m. and I retired to bed. 
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After breakfast on a dull looking Sunday morning party left hotel to 

visit places of local interest at around 11.20 a.m. Arrived at Bristol 

Docks at 11.45 p.m. Vic Roebuck and I had tea/coffee and visited 

S.S. Great Britain while other in party went on water. Left at 1.00 

p.m. to go to Kings Head hostelry, where we arrived at 1.45 p.m. 

This was a very small pub that sold Bass and had signs saying 

‘Burton Ales’ & ‘Dublin Stout’. Colin Wood came in to tell us rest 

of party was in a pub with a live Jazz Band playing so left to join 

others in the Cottage Inn. Left here at 3.20 p.m. and after dropping 

others off at Weatherspoon’s arrived back at hotel at 3.45 p.m. 

Arranged to meet at ACS at 6.30 p.m. and we arrived to the sound of 

Karl Ashfield, Dave Brown and Andy Betteridge on the Karaoke. 

Left club with Vic to walk to fish & chip shop, but caught taxi back 

to hotel and arrived back at 11.45 p.m. 

A sunny Monday morning saw tour book out and leave hotel after 

breakfast at 11.00 a.m. for third and final tour match against 

Newbury. Arrived at 12.45 p.m. for 1.15 p.m. kick-off. Result ? 

Before leaving club at 6.35 p.m. ‘tour virgins’ were having an 

initiation ceremony and Vic gave us a rendering of ‘My Brother 

Sylvest’. On way home stopped at local in Lichfield, ‘The George’, 

before travelling on to end tour in Black Horse, Moor Street, Burton. 

Left here by taxi to arrive home at 10.00 p.m.  

Conclusion: - Vast improvement on Irish tour. Scored nearly sixty 

points over three games. Hospitality good and grounds very good, 

especially Newbury were facilities were excellent. 

 

28. 2006 – Gloucester (Cinderford, Portsmouth, Widdens OB’s) 

This tour was the Vets 6
th
 Tour (again including Colts) but only 

lasting for two days so was more of a mini-tour than the usual Easter 

Weekend Tour.  

Left Peel Croft Friday evening, half-hour behind schedule, at 5.45 

p.m. on a Cresswells coach. Stopped at Tewkesbury – Adams 

Brewery - at 7.45 p.m. and called into ‘Black Bear’. Local brew was 

‘Broadside’ at £2.10 per pint, very good. Arrived at our hotel the 

‘Longford Hill’, Longford, Gloucester at 9.30 p.m. Found restaurant 

closed at 10.00 p.m. but Vic Roebuck and I managed to get half a 

chicken, excellent and more than enough before retiring to room at 

11.30 p.m. 

Saturday morning saw brilliant sunshine and after breakfast coach 

was scheduled to leave at 11.45 a.m.  But one of colts in party fell ill 

and was taken to hospital so didn’t leave until 1.00 p.m.  Vets 

playing Cinderford, 2.00 p.m. kick-off, but only arrived at club at 

1.30 p.m. I found bookies close to ground to place bet on that day’s 

Grand National. Vic Roebuck, Roger Fearn and Mark Tweddle 
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backed the winner and I got the fourth (backed during the game). 

Got back to ground just in time for kick-off, lost 24-12. Got news 

that the Burton 1
st
 XV's important league game against Market 

Bosworth had been won by us, 23-17. Colts played Portsmouth after 

Vets match at 6.00 p.m. but lost 15-14. Left clubhouse at 9.30 p.m. 

and got back to hotel at 10.10 p.m. with weather now very cold and 

wet. Into room at 11.15 p.m.  

Sunday left hotel in brilliant sunshine at 11.30 a.m. but scheduled 

visit to Gloucester Docks didn’t materialise as we travelled direct to 

Widden’s Old Boys ground arriving at noon for 1.30 p.m. kick-off. 

Result ? In clubhouse after game introduced to ‘BUZZ’ – players sit 

round table with two people call ‘SWITCHES’ operating behind or 

at strategic places. Game number to be divisible by ‘7’, but 

containing ‘7’ is prohibited. Direction alternated when said. 

Left clubhouse at 6.15 p.m. and stopped at ‘Queens Head’, Lichfield 

at 8.00 p.m. for an hour. Arrived back at Peel Croft at 9.30 p.m. and 

I walked to New Street Taxis for cab to get back home at 9.45 p.m. 

Conclusion: - Weather varied from very cold to brilliant sunshine. 

Matches played were better than in previous tours. Hotel – Longford 

Inn - had eating/drinking in one part with sleeping/reception in 

another. Last orders for meals 10.00 p.m., bar 11.00 p.m.     
 

 

 

 


