
Communication for Members 

 

Earlier in 2019 we gave quite a lengthy update in order to give all members the context of this 

project and then bring everyone up to speed regarding where we are at and the next key steps. 

At the AGM in July I gave a further update and since then Phase 1 has been completed allowing 

training and the playing of games (weather dependent!!) at the new site.  This was following the 

massive efforts over the summer by many – thank you again to all the volunteers who worked so 

hard as part of the working parties led by Rich Williams. 

Today I can give a further update on the progress regarding the next phase, what we are calling 

Phase 2, which critically involves the building of a new clubhouse. 

Today the club is pleased to announce that we have completed a deal and sold Peel Croft.  The sale 

is unconditional which means the land has been sold and we now have cash in the Bank.  As part of 

the sale negotiations BRFC will be allowed to use Peel Croft until the end of this season on a no cost 

lease basis and we will then need to vacate Peel Croft.  

Early in the New Year we will be a position to share more detail of the plans for 2020 – I know this 

has been a long time coming but hopefully we are now in a position to implement that vision set out 

all those years ago and deliver a great set-up at Tatenhill. 

In terms of leaving Peel Croft – it won’t be easy and it will be important that we take the soul of the 

club with us, along with a lot of the physical aspects that define the history of this great club.  We 

have to leave with vacant procession which means anything we wish to take to Tatenhill will need to 

be removed before the 30th April, therefore it is unlikely any rugby will be played at Peel Croft after 

March 2020. This will all be part of the detailed plan that we will pull together. 

After Christmas we will be working on the detailed plan for Phase 2 which will also include further 

much needed work on the pitches, continuing the journey of changing what were farm fields into 

sporting pitches plus some landscaping to give some much needed wind-breaks etc., 

2020 will be a memorable year in the club’s 150 year history and we will need as many people to 

engage in that as possible – again the call will happen in the New Year.  Plans (both design and 

implementation) will be worked on over the next few months and shared with members. 

But at this time we are going to pause, celebrate a little, enjoy Christmas before embarking on the 

next chapter …  

2019 has been a massive year for the Relocation project and I want to express personal thanks to my 

small Steering Group; Martyn Evans, Stephen Eastwood, Andy Peach, Rich Williams, Bill Leason, Phil 

Foster, Ian Cartwright.  These guys have given an unbelievable number of hours to get us where we 

are at today … and I need them to continue into 2020!  Please feel free to acknowledge them 

yourselves when you see them.  

No doubt there will be questions which we will try to cover in more detail over the coming weeks 

and months but the objectives and timelines are now very clearly defined.  As usual if any members 

have any questions, please could you talk or email me and I will try to respond. 

 


