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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE 149th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
BURTON RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Our first virtual AGM, Thursday 30th July 2020 at 7.30pm
To be held online via Zoom, to register please email membership@burtonrugbyclub.
co.uk you will then be issued with the login details before the event.

AGENDA
1. Minutes silence for those members who have passed away. 
2. Apologies
3. To consider the Annual General Meeting which was held on 11th July 2019
4. To receive the Annual Report for the Season 2019-2020
5. To receive the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the Financial Year ended 30th 

April 2020
6. To elect the Officers of the Club for the Season 2020-2021
You are advised that the nominations for election are:-
Officer Nomination Proposed by
President I.W. Cartwright  General Committee (GC)
Hon Sec  C.Y. Bradley  GC
Hon Treasurer  M.W. Evans  GC
Hon Fixture Sec  C. Dutton Playing and Coaching
Club Captain  D. Taylor Playing and Coaching
Health and Safety  B. Cook  GC
Colts Organiser  D. Bayes Playing and Coaching
Finance and Development C. Grimsdell  GC
Chair of Ground  W. Leason  GC
Playing and Coaching  M.P. Tweddle  GC
Promotions  Y. Tweddle  GC
House and Bar  P. Foster  GC
Social  Vacant  N/A
Disciplinary  P. J. Cartwright  GC
Volunteer Coordinator  L. Stoakes  GC
Mini Junior Chairman  R. Williams Mini Junior
6. To elect the seven members of the Committee for the Season 2020-2021
You are advised that the nominations for election are:-
Nomination Proposed by 
D.G. Gill  GC      
A. Peach  GC       
H. Titley  GC      
D. Bradley GC     
S. Eastwood GC     
R. Stoakes  GC
Vacant N/A
7. To appoint the Auditors for the Year ending 30th April 2021 accounts
8. Report from Colin Grimsdell regarding relocation
9. To hear any relevant matters for consideration during the ensuing year, but on 
which no voting shall be allowed.



3

BURTON RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB LTD.
Minutes of the 148th Annual General Meeting held at Peel Croft on 

Thursday 11th July 2019, starting at 7.30pm
Chairman: Mr Ian Cartwright, Club President opened the meeting at 7.30pm and 
welcomed all those present, to the 148th AGM.  

1. A minutes silence was held as a sign of respect for those who members 
who has passed away in the last twelve months. 

2. Present   Claire Bradley, Ian Cartwright, Martyn Evans, Bill Leason, Colin 
Horsley, Rob Wheeldon, Phil Foster, David Gill, John Baker, Nick Counter, 
Andy Campbell, Roy Clark, Colin Grimsdell, Helen Grimsdell, Rick Stoakes, 
Louise Stoakes, Tina Wright, Richard Williams, Maggie Anderson, Danny 
Bayes, Martin Ellerton, Becci Ellerton, Cameron Scobie, John Edwards, Pete 
Bunting, Dave Storer, Andy Peach, Chris Deighton, Tony Stevenson, Ian Baker, 
Roger Fearn, Sylvia Fearn, Graham Bird, Peter Scobie, Jono Edwards, Ady 
Bullock

Apologies  Alec Dytham, Terry Roberts, Evelyn Bradley, Mike Hamilton, 
Declan Bradley, Chris Evans, June Bullock, John Atkin, John Cartwright, 
Carl Atkinson, George Philliskirk, Pat Cartwright, Stephen Eastwood, Phil 
Stockbridge, Colin Wheeldon, Pieter Brouwer, John French, David Colley, 
Heather Gould, Craig Dutton, Peter Davies, Jan Taylor, Sid Bartram, Fran 
Bartram, Jeanette Edwards, Paul Harris, Joanne Peach, Hannah Peach.

3. To consider the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting which was to 
have been held on 12th July 2018

The President, IWC asked if there are any questions of queries from last 
years minutes, none to report. Minutes were proposed by Roger Fearn and 
seconded by Richard Williams.

4. To receive the Annual Report for the Season 2018-2019

IWC thanked CYB for press ganging the contributors. Also thanked Evelyn 
Bradley for packing and posting them all. All who had contributed to the 
report. Again no questions were raised, so proposed by Andrew Peach and 
seconded by Roy Clark.

5. To receive the Accounts and Balance Sheet for the Financial Year 
ended 30th April 2019

MWE explained that accounts in the booklet are signed by the auditors 
as against the clock to get them included in the booklet. Signed copy is 
available to view.
CASC status allows us to get gift aid. Subsidiary company that is owned by 
the CASC, but includes all commercial activity, any profits made are donated 
to the CASC, this allows tax benefits. MWE is going to present a breakdown 
of information that will be a crystal clear breakdown of the figures presented 



in the books. It is £1 out due to a rounded up/down issue. Presentation on 
the screen included the last five years. Prior to Christmas we were looking 
at a £10k deficit but glad to report we have achieved a £5k surplus. This 
included some sponsorships, excellent efforts by the bar and Spring Draw 
from the U10s. Promotions income is key as this goes straight to the bottom 
line, YT has done a great job although slightly down this year, still a great 
effort. Bar has also had an excellent year, and costs have been controlled 
across the board. Mini Junior excellent figure, this includes Spring Draw 
income.
Graph and figures table showing the income across different areas of the 
club.
Breakdown across the Promotions income, including player sponsorship, 200 
Club, Ball, Sportsmans Evening, Raffles, non-playing subs, Player sponsorship 
is slightly down, auditors have made us take into account bad debts.
Gate income we pay vat on, but not raffle so this is now separated out.
200 Club £5500 prizes paid out each year, for £5 per month, MWE tried to 
encourage people to join so you could be a winner, as MWE was himself.
Ball a great night and Sportsmans Evening, both bringing in a good steady 
amount.
Donation from M Poxon, also a contribution from the RFU for monies from 
international tickets, this hasn’t been received before.
Bar has doubled the dry take over the last few years. Rentals are down. Take 
has gone up but a reduction in the wage bill, good control by the bar. Direct 
costs are down, as no longer paying to rent the coffee machine.
Entertainment costs are included in the increase of the other costs, PF has 
shown that booking a band or disco will encourage people to stay down and 
spend money. Round of applause for the bar team.
Expenses – depreciation has come down since Project Genesis. Overall figure 
is stable from previous year. We have an ongoing issue with the boilers at 
Peel Croft, one will be purchased soon but will be moved to Tatenhill at the 
appropriate time. 
Council tax we get a mandatory relief of 80%, we have to apply and are still 
waiting for a decision on 17/18, 18/19. 19/20 is currently being submitted.
Playing & Coaching is a good stable figure, players meals has increased as 
we are playing more players and can see a benefit in encouraging them to 
stay and eat.
Admin & Finance we have to have an audit as registered with FCA. Subsidiary 
company pays bank charges. Match day entertaining includes some given 
to LCS for their generous supply of the modular builds at the Tatenhill site.
Mini Junior – coaching includes the work Mark Tolley does in schools; we 
picked up some of the costs when Staffordshire cut their funding.
MWE referred us to page 12 of the accounts in the booklet. The significant 
increase in Trade Creditors includes £94k relating to the cost of floodlights 
at Tatenhill and a £75k grant from Veolia has helped fund this. BRFC will also 
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have to pay back the £84k RFF loan. MWE asked for any questions, none 
asked so IWC gave thanks to MWE for his hard work and great control of the 
accounts over the season, especially highlighting the issue of the potentially 
deficit before Christmas.

6. To elect the Officers of the Club for the Season 2019-2020

IWC thanked all those that had served the club over the last season for their 
great work. One officer who is standing down, Adrian Bullock has done a 
tremendous job over a number of years.

Officer Nomination Proposed by
President I. W. Cartwright General Committee (GC)
Hon Sec C. Y. Bradley GC
Hon Treasurer M. W. Evans GC
Hon Fixture Sec S. Nicholls GC
Club Captain D. Taylor Playing and Coaching
Health and Safety B. Cook GC   
Colts Organiser D. Bayes Playing and Coaching
Finance and Development C. Grimsdell GC
Chair of Ground A. Bullock GC
Playing and Coaching M.P. Tweddle GC
Promotions Y. Tweddle GC   
House and Bar P. Foster GC
Social  Vacant N/A
Disciplinary P. J. Cartwright GC 
Volunteer Coordinator L. Stoakes GC
Mini Junior Chairman H. Titley Mini Junior

Voted as one, no objections proposed by Ian Baker and seconded by Roger 
Fearn unanimously voted for. IWC said he has had the honour of serving for 
three years, but after discussions it was decided to he should continue in his 
position.

7. To elect the seven members of the Committee for the Season 2019-2020

You are advised that the nominations for election are:-

Nomination   Proposed by:  
D.G.Gill    GC
A. Peach    GC
J. Fargher    GC
R. Williams    GC
D. Bradley    GC
S. Eastwood    GC
I. Baker    GC  

Proposed by Nick Counter and seconded by Bill Leason and unanimously 
voted for.
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8. To appoint the Independent Auditor for the Accounts Season 2019-2020

Martyn Evans proposed Allen Rose and this was seconded by Phil Foster.  
MWE recommended that we continue to use them.

Five minute break prior to CGs report.

9. Report from Colin Grimsdell regarding relocation

CG presented a ‘school report’ on what has been done over the last twelve 
months towards our £4million project. What have we done and what is 
still to be done. Showed a slide show of photos on where we have come.  
Showed the tremendous amount of work done by volunteers to date.
Huge amount of time and effort from Rick Stoakes and his family on our 
services.
[ DVSB ] greater than R
Dissatisfaction, Vision, Steps, Belief - Resistance
The theft of the digger has been a massive hit to us.
Breakdown of £1.5 million spent so far, explained that this has cost the club 
zero so far. The school has made most of the work so far possible.
Phase 2 – 900 metres square, RFU has said this will cost approx. £1.5 million 
including a contingency.
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Pay off our obligations to shareholders £520k, RFU £80k, consultants, 
£200/300k. We need about £2.5 million.
Retail is dead in the water, looking at other options for the Croft, but very 
unlikely to get £2 million. We could get grants or ask the RFU or Sport 
England or from ESBC.
Section 106 monies have come in for £276k following the first housing phase 
complete, confirmation received that payment is imminent. Will present 
something to the members to see what the risks and the potential gap if we 
take an option on the Croft, this should be within months.
CG also mentioned the contribution from the Bartram’s for the ‘concrete 
hut’.
The work that has been done just from asking has been incredible; the 
engagement that people have made is incredible.
Pete Bunting asked if the provisional plans are the same or have they changed. 
CG said that we have worked with Paul Harrison and the RFU to look at what 
we have and try and get it to work better. Includes flexibility on space, need 
to get the plans drawn up properly.
Becci Ellerton asked about getting the other local neighbours involved either 
with cash or labour, as they will have their labour and materials on site.
It’s going to be a very tough year running two sites, we need a full everyone 
to buy in to this. MWE said that Saturdays will be at Peel Croft and Sunday 
is at Tatenhill.
Jono Edwards asked if we do take the risk and then will we be homeless until 
a new clubhouse is built? We would hope this will be for a limited time.
MWE said he saw a vision tonight when he arrived, seniors, girls and ladies 
all training at one location.
Rick Stoakes said that information is the key; CG said he had been reluctant 
in the past but is now in position to provide details.
IWC said he had asked CG to do his mad professor presentation, gave him 
an A grade but said he was missing L Leadership and T for teamwork missing 
from his equation. Huge round of applause for CG.  

10. To hear any relevant matters for consideration during the ensuing 
year, but on which no voting shall be allowed.

IWC raised that we are heading to the 150th year celebrations, a meeting is 
in the VNR on Friday 19th July and everyone is welcome. 

Nothing else raised.

IWC asked everyone to enjoy their out of season.

Meeting closed at 9.17pm.
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Burton Rugby Football Club Ltd.
Honorary Secretary’s Report Season 2020/2021

Well what a season for Burton RFC. No one would ever have imagined the end 
to the season that we had. We are living in very strange and testing times and 
COVID-19 unfortunately provided not only an abrupt sudden end to our season, 
but also robbed us of opportunity to give a final and fitting farewell to our much 
loved home, Peel Croft.
I was totally heartbroken even though I knew it would happen one day. Peel 
Croft has played a massive part in my life, probably too much of a part. So many 
memories, some good, some bad, some happy, some sad, a few life changing 
ones, but one of the biggest things that Burton RFC has given me has to be 
friendship. There is something extra special about Burton Rugby Club, but that 
isn’t anything to do with the buildings or the fabric of the place, it’s the people 
that make it special. So it was time to pack up our memories, stories and tales 
of Peel Croft and move them to their new home up at Tatenhill and ensure that 
we pass on to future generations what previous generations have given to us. 
I’ve been told so many times once you’ve been a member of Burton RFC it’s so 
hard to leave; it stays in your heart and soul forever wherever in the world you 
are. Having never left Burton I find this hard to understand, but it gets said over 
and over again. Listening to stories and people talking about their experience of 
the Croft has been fascinating to me as we all pick up and remember how things 
happen in such different ways. On Twitter a memory from Kate, daughter of 
Spadge Mayger, “need to come and run along the benches in the stand one last 
time and pretend I’m 7 again. See also reaching up and banging a 50p on the bar 
to get a drink!” On Boxing Day 2019 Amelia Clark, Sally Roebuck, Anna Roebuck 
and myself made sure those benches in the stand were ran across one last time! 
The old stand, thank God it can’t talk and tell tales on us all. Of course there are 
lots of other memories that I won’t be sharing, but you know who you are! But 
all these memories live in our hearts and minds, we just need everyone to bring 
a few of theirs and a little bit of love along to Tatenhill and we can continue the 
story of our wonderful club for another few hundred years. 
Moving from Peel Croft had been discussed for so long, in fact I remember doing 
a presentation on why we needed to relocate at school, yes, that’s right many 
years ago! The work that has been done to achieve this will never be seen again, 
the hours that have been put in not only by the current development team 
headed up by Colin Grimsdell, but all those who had a hand in the past. To those 
members who founded our club in 1870 and to those who secured the purchase 
of Peel Croft in 1954, they had the vision to see what was coming. So many great 
names have come and gone, too many to mention but here are a few good men 
from my time at Peel Croft, Bill Souster, Vic Roebuck, Alan ‘Tug’ Wilson, Peter 
Minns, Mick Waldron, Dave Bowen, John Lowe, Royston ‘Buster’ Bradley, all who 
may no longer be with us, but we also owe them for their contribution to Burton 
RFC. 
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The move to Tatenhill is the last piece in this extremely difficult and time consuming 
jigsaw. Still lots to do including building a clubhouse, but it will happen. We had 
planned to spend the final few months at the Croft with different events so 
everyone could have a chance to say their own farewell, however COVID-19 had 
other plans and we never got our final goodbye. As it turned out the over 45s 
game on 7th March was one of the last games to be played on the Croft and how 
fitting to see so many former players pull on a Burton shirt once again.  
The day exceeded all my expectations; it was genuinely one of my best days at 
Peel Croft. Topped of with an away with for the 1st XV at Doncaster! It reminded 
me that Burton RFC isn’t just about winning leagues and trophies but it is also 
about the social side of the game, building friendships and starting relationships 
that last forever. Players played along side those they hadn’t seen in years, whilst 
others got to play with players they never thought they’d be in a line-up with. I 
must mention one special player who probably thought he would never pull on 
a Burton shirt and run out from under the stand and on to the Croft, yet there 
he was age 72 (and a bit!) just doing that. Well done Roger Fearn, never to let 
age be an excuse, you truly are a Burton RFC legend. I’m sure some thought 
the day would never happen and it was all just a bit of drunken talk. Well we 
certainly made it happen, even if I did have a couple of wobbles about it all 
coming together the week building up to it. But the players gave it their all, for 
which I and everyone at Burton RFC will always be grateful. The whole game was 
a fantastic display of vintage champagne rugby, with 69 players taking part and 
only three ending up in A&E. Thank you to everyone involved in making such a 
special day, now even more poignant than ever. Now who’s up for a rematch 
at Tatenhill next season? Our Match Sponsor has already suggested Pugh XV v 
Peach XV, watch this space...... 
However it is the Womens XV who can say they played the last match on Peel 
Croft, Sunday 15th March against Amber Valley, achieving a 56 – 0 win. The last 
try being scored by Kimberly Hier, who starting playing rugby at age 9 in Capcoch 
school in South Wales and was the only girl in the team. After joining Burton in 
March 2019 and despite being 5ft and about 7 stone wet through, she is one of 
our strongest and most aggressive players. Kim was born deaf, but doesn’t let her 
impairment hold her back. She’s a highly respected and valued by the team, plays 
a great game at full-back and we feel privileged to have her be part of the Burton 
family. During the last game on the Croft Kim put on an impressive performance, 
running from depth and invading the large statures of the Amber Valley defence.
That day she added two tries to the final score, her 2nd try being the last ever try 
to be scored on the Croft. Now that really is one hell of a memory to have.
Now as we head towards our 150th Anniversary, let’s remember the past, the 
present but most importantly the future. The future is bright; the future is black 
and white.
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Playing and Coaching End of Season Report 2019/2020

Burton Rugby Club – our first season as the Premier Rugby Club in Staffordshire 
and Derbyshire. 

A season cut short from the Covid-19 pandemic saw Burton finish a respectful 
ninth place in the Midlands Premier Division (RFU Level 5), a reward for the players 
and everyone involved in the club. Many players might say we could have and 
should have finished higher if we managed to see the season out, as the team 
were gaining momentum and enjoying their rugby.

It is no doubt that it is a great achievement that the club have managed to 
sustain their Level 5 status for next season and avoid the dreaded second season 
syndrome. An achivement not to be underestimated in a league where many 
clubs pay players. This Burton side is much more battle hardened after two 
seasons in Midlands Prem, fully acclimatized to the brutal and unforgiving rugby 
at this level.

The abrupt end to the season saw long time servant of the club Tom Barlow 
depart Burton RFC for a break from rugby. After a short break due to Covid-19 
Tom has agreed to join Melbourne RFC as head coach. We thank Tom for all his 
hard work and efforts over the last 9 seasons and wish him the best of luck in 
his new role. Due to Covid the coaching set up at Burton RFC will see multiple 
changes for the new season whilst the playing and coaching staff await news on 
their new budget. 

We thank all the coaches and support staff for their efforts over the past season.
Burton continued to use the state-of-the-art, £105 million full size indoor 3G 
pitch at St Georges Park for Thursday evening training sessions and soon started 
to train at the new facility at Tatenhill on Tuesdays. To save pitches during a 
season of awful weather, training would be shared between St Georges Park, 
Tatenhill and Peel Croft. Food was always provided after training sessions for 
all colts and men’s teams. We thank Claire Gibbs and all of her kitchen staff for 
providing the players with delicious food throughout the season.  

As with the previous season, the South African Rugby Union Exchange Program 
was again run which is set up to assist young disadvantaged communities in 
South Africa, with a view to opening up opportunities for them to experience 
playing rugby in Europe and change their lives in a meaningful way. This seasons 
imports included Tahriq Allen (prop) and Kamva Lunqe (scrum half). Each of 
the players were with the club for 6 months and bought into the club ethos 
and played a significant part in the success of the season. Both players played 
a fantastic part in the development of our U16 team. Both Tahriq and Kamva 
worked with Richard Williams’ side each Wednesday evening and supported 
them on a Sunday. We massively appreciate their commitment to the club and 
we wish them well on their return to South Africa.  
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Last season as part of the South Africa exchange programme, we said goodbye to 
Callum Stoakes, Josh Kent and Harry Mellor who enjoyed their experience of Cape 
Town and training with the Western Province Academy. Unfortunately, plans for 
the players who were lined up to go this summer have once again been halted 
due to the virus.

We also welcomed an exciting signing to the club in former Saracens player 
Marcelo Bosch who made his debut for the crofters at home against Bournville. 
Marcelo or ‘Chelo’ as he is known by the players continued to support the club 
in a coaching role throughout the season and has agreed to stay on as coach 
for the 2020/2021 season along with Thinus Delport, formally of Gloucester and 
Worcester.

1st XV

1st XV Debuts: Ciro Alvarado, Joe Maskrey, Harry Clempson, George Abel, Kamva 
Lunqe, Tom Gibbs, Munraj Atwal, Andrew Livingston, Tariq Allen, Callum Stoakes, 
Ben Smith, Nic Witte, Julian Bolger, Marcelo Bosch, TJ Clarke.

Appearances:
50th – Will Simpson
100th – Dominic Taylor, Lewis Sturgess
150th – Ken Archer, Joe Gazzard

Chaz Bunting is stuck on 99 appearances for the club due to COVID-19, however 
a special mention to Charlie for all his efforts helping the club with his analysis 
and recording skills whilst also his tireless efforts marking the pitches and setting 
up the changing rooms for match day.

Over the course of the season, the 1st XV used 38 players overall. A special mention 
goes to the ever present Josh Kent, Harry Titley, Chaz Bunting and James Davies 
who featured in all 20 1st XV games. This is a testament to their commitment to 
training and following the clubs values.

James Davies has started the last 71 1st XV games at hooker/prop which is a huge 
achievement, Well done JD.

1st XV stats

 P W D L F A PD TB LB Pts

 20 8 0 12 410 526 -116 4 4 40

Revised points total of 48 points, 9th placed finish.

Highlights 
Highlights of the season were being part of a high scoring game against our 
friends from Sandbach on the Croft in a 43-39 win. A fantastic battle away from 
home against a strong Sheffield team which saw us narrowly lose 6-3. On a wet 
and windy day, both teams opted to play a kicking game and both defenses were 
solid throughout. This game against the team who eventually finished second 
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could have gone either way. A moment in the season when the Burton lads 
realised they could really mix it with the best. 

A solid performance on Saturday 14th December saw Burton narrowly beat 
Nuneaton away from home 6-13. This game was played on the Nuneaton Town 
football pitch so allowed both teams to play fast rugby on a firm surface. Burton 
had spent 3 weeks working hard on their defence thanks to the advice from 
‘Chelo’ and Thinus and it worked. Nuneaton tried everything to get around the 
Burton defence but we stood toe to toe with the Nuns and came out on top.

The new year brought us another classic encounter against Sandbach but this 
time at their place. With a controversial end to the game Will Simpson missed 
the conversion to draw the game level. Everyone in Sandbach thought the ball 
had sailed through the posts apart from the referee who judged the ball to travel 
over the top of the post, resulting in a missed attempt. With seconds remaining 
on the clock, last play approached and the referee awarded Burton with a 
penalty just inside the Sandbach half for a high tackle on our scrum half, Kamva. 
Simpson stepped up and made no mistake with this attempt sending Burton 
home victorious on a very boozey bus trip. Final score Sandbach 30 – 31 Burton. 

In late January there was an away trip to top of the table and high flying 
Bournville. Bournville had not lost all season and were clear favourites to be 
promoted. Burton had a game plan and stuck to it which frustrated the home 
side. A side littered with new signings from higher levels tried to get through the 
Burton defence but we stood strong and played sensible rugby in the right areas 
of the pitch. The game finished 17-16 to Bournville and again a realization from 
the players that on their day they can mix it at the top. Bournville continued their 
fine form and gained promotion.

Little did we know it at the time, but Burton 1st XV won their last ever appearance 
on the famous Peel Croft after defeating a well drilled Bromsgrove team 19-15. 
The following week saw Burton play their final game of the season and beat 
Doncaster away from home 24-22. Burton were defending for their lives in the 
final 5 minutes of that game, before the referee awarded Burton with a penalty.

Lowlights 

Not to dwell on these moments too much, Burton failed to turn up on occasions 
this season. One that sticks to mind was the defeat away to Broadstreet in what 
could have been a game to see us safe from the relegation zone. However it took 
40 points on the board to wake up Burton before scoring two late consolation 
tries. Another heavy defeat to Broadstreet earlier in the season in front of home 
fans made them our bogey team from the season. I am sure the lads will look 
forward to putting a change to that next time out.

Overall a very inconsistent season, some weekends mixing it at the top and 
some performances worthy of a run out in Midlands 1 West. The realization of 
Midlands 1 rugby keeping Burton from too many negative performances with a 
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bottom half of the table finish. Burton will certainly look to be in the top half and 
beyond come the end of the 20/21 season.

A XV & Development XV

Midlands Reserve League Division 1

 P W D L F A PD Pts

 13 2 2 9 212 390 -178 12

A difficult season for our A XV for various reasons. Some weeks the coaches were 
provided with a smaller pool of players to pick from meaning an A XV fielded 
a side but no Development team. In preparation for next season, efforts have 
already been made by the playing and coaching team to recruit heavily in order 
to field 3 competitive teams on a weekly basis.

We are well aware that a strong and competitive A XV results in an even stronger 
1st XV. Our aim is to create competition and an increase in performance at 
training.

Thank you to all players who made themselves available regularly and 
communicated their availabilities early. It makes a massive difference when 
selection is taking place.

Players Dinner Awards 2019 – postponed

On behalf of all the coaching team, players and volunteers we thank you for your 
support this season and look forward to catching up again at our fantastic new 
facility.

Womens Team

It has been a fantastic first season for the women, moving up from the development 
leagues to competing in NC 2 Midland (north). It has been 13 years since Burton 
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were last represented in the leagues and the women certainly turned up with a 
point to prove.

The first game of the season saw the new and reformed team put on a respectable 
performance, coming home with a win and giving head coach – Kevin Abel the 
enormous task of developing new players, reteaching old and creating a style of 
play that promoted the skills of the players to make them gel as a solid team.

Following this win the women went on to lose the next 5 games to the more 
experienced sides in the league, but were able to take away plenty of positives 
and attributes to work on.

The second half of the season saw the team go from strength to strength, with 
players being more confident and the team becoming tight knit and organised, 
playing with passion and determination and notching up some impressive wins 
over the teams who had previously got the better of us.

During the final league game, the coaches were able to see their hard work pay 
off as the women dominated their opposition for their last game on the Croft. 
Their performance was an example of how much the team has improved during 
the season, with each individual excelling in their positions and roles. 

The women would like to express their gratitude for the time and effort that 
the coaches, Kevin Abel, Gavin Worth and Joe Morgan have put in during the 
season and would also like to welcome Bali Salisbury to the coaching team for 
next season.

These are exciting times for the women’s section as we continue to grow and 
develop and as the Head Coach says – watch this space as we are only a fag paper 
away from being a good team!

Colts

The aim of the year for the Colts was to put out two sides every week, as we were 
in the NLD and Staffs Colts leagues, from start of the season up until Christmas 
we manage to do this every week, however due to numerous injuries the numbers 
decreased after the break and we were down to one team, albeit a large squad 
of 20-25. Putting out two teams had its challenges, with logistics, number of 
coaches, gauging opposition strengths so as to end a relevant team for an even 
match. We entered the National U18’s cup for the first time in a few years, but 
came up against a strong Barkers Butts side in the 1st round, half time score was 
3-7, but we lost 2-3 senior players to injury just before half time and the game 
went away from us in the 2nd half. We will be entering it again this year if it’s 
still on.  

Unfortunately with the season being cut short, we were unable to defend our 
Staffs Colts County cup, but with the squad starting to gel together I think we 
would of stood a good chance of bringing it back again. Again the only other 
disappointing thing about the season being cut short was that we didn’t manage 
to transition many of the Senior Colts up into Senior rugby, and we also didn’t 



transition the U16 into the Colts prior to the end of the season, although we 
did have 5 U16’s play up in a few games during the season, so we have a bit of 
catching up to do when we eventually get back to training and playing.  

Next Season will see a slight change to the set-up, with Danny Bayes, Mark Tolley, 
Rich Williams, and Gordon Giles as the Colts coaching team, with the U16’s 
joining in with the Colts training on a Tuesday night with Will Forrester as U16’s 
Head Coach. The plan will be to put out 2 Colts sides up until Christmas, and 
then 1 colts side and a U16/U17s side out after Christmas, with able Senior Colts 
transitioning up into senior rugby. 

Mini Junior Reports

U6s

We started off at the first training session back in September with just 3 children 
turning up as this was a brand new team, however the numbers quickly grew 
and we had a total of 17 different children that came to some of the sessions 
throughout the season. We had a core number of 12 children who attended 
most weeks, most of these had never touched a rugby ball before so it really 
was starting from scratch! Although the weather played havoc with the season, 
I was really proud that the children (and parents) who ‘stuck with it’ and to 
see the progress from the start of the season to the end was quite staggering. 
What was most heart warming, was to witness the children’s determination and 
energy, the team work that they all began to embrace and above all, the smiles 
on their faces. Despite the ad-hoc playing schedule and the season being cut 
short, we even managed to progress to playing some tag matches in preparation 
for September and moving to the U7’s.

A big thanks to parents Chris Davies and Dave Wright for stepping forward to 
assist me with the coaching of the team.

U7’s 
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The under 7’s had a great time this season. We had our first competitive games 
against other clubs. It was great for us to meet new clubs, coach’s and players. 
We had so much fun and have progressed really well. We look forward to the 
new season and can’t wait to be back playing rugby again!

U8s

2019/2020 saw 6 new players joining the U8’s squad, bringing our total to 28 
members which was fantastic.  

The move to the new ground was really well received by both players & parents 
and the season started off great with record numbers attending every week, 
meaning we were able to field 4 teams on a regular basis.

We played a number of games, home and away, all of which were well attended 
and behaviour was excellent. The team enjoyed playing on the larger pitches 
which really showcased their improved passing and teamwork skills, resulting in 
lots of tries being scored & fun being had.

Unfortunately due to the unprecedented weather causing flooding at the new 
ground and the COVID-19 impact, lots of games and training were cancelled and 
the season had to be cut short. 

During the bad weather, training sessions were held for the mini age groups 
at Shobnall which were interactive and meant the children still got to do some 
exercise and have fun with their team mates. 

The U8’s organised the Christmas Party which was well attended and enjoyed by 
all, we also had a team signed up for the mini’s tour which everyone was really 
looking forward to which had to be postponed until next year. 

We are really looking forward to the new season which will bring us new 
challenges, the main one being tackling & contact which all of the children are 
looking forward to!
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U9s

The Under 9 age group enjoyed their first season of contact rugby. We have 
had a number of new players who adapted quickly to the sport. The season saw 
players develop their contact skills, and the team continues to embraced the 
‘TEAM COMES FIRST’ ethos.

The group played a brand of rugby that epitomised continuity, support and the 
exploitation of space. The standard of passing and catching improved whilst 
developing confidence in tackling and defending as a team will be an area of 
focus next season. 

The way that the group have conducted themselves on and off the pitch is 
something which they can be proud of. 

The coaching staff continued to award the weekly Team Spirit floating trophy, 
and it was great to see so many players displaying the qualities required to earn 
the award.

A massive thank you to the supportive parent body, and to the coaches who 
to plan and deliver inclusive and engaging sessions. We are very excited to be 
starting our next season as we start rucking and mauling.
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U10s

When the only rugby for 4 months is the pass it on challenge, its difficult to review 
the past season.  Suffice to say, the u10’s passing and catching was immaculate! 
Casting one’s mind back to a rain soaked Autumn, the boys and girls adapted 
very well to the new rule changes and before the floods came, were proving to 
be excellent ruckers, rippers and maulers.  Every player made great progress and 
started to demonstrate an understanding of one of the main principles of rugby 
– “support”.  Playing as a team and being there for each other in and around 
contact made a real difference to our play.

We had to work around the flooding and ended up training indoors for a number 
of weeks, putting players (and some parents) through their paces. We will work 
on the parent’s rucking next season.

Our group is grateful for all the work that has been put in by the club at Tatenhill 
to give us the best chance of maximum game time next season.  We look forward 
to the introduction of kicking as we move to u11s.  It will be interesting to see 
which coach has gained most lockdown weight when we get back together – 
hopefully this will be in September. 
U11s

We have had a busy season on and off the pitch during 2019/20.  As well as some 
outstanding rugby  on the pitch the team have worked together selling raffle 
tickets, bake sales and bag packing to help fund the Minis tour.  Which after all 
the hard work has been postponed until 2021.

On the pitch there has been many highlights. The introduction of striking the ball 
in the scrum has proved successful for some players more than others as they 
develop skills for set positions.  A skill to work on for 2020/21 season.

Playing under the floodlights on a cold January evening against a Private school 
from Wimbledon was a high note.  Our players hadn’t had much game time 
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the weeks before however the way they worked together, read the game and 
understood the opposition was a proud night for us all.

This year is the final year we will be a mixed team, the girls transition to a separate 
team. I would like to thank the female players in the team for all their efforts and 
wish them all the best for the future, you’ve been a great asset to the team, we 
will miss you.

Moving forward to our season in U12’s we hope to retain our players as they 
move to senior school, work on their fitness and commitment to the game as well 
as recruit another coach or two. 

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents, grandparents and 
extended family who have supported U11’s this season, which is one of the 
busiest in minis as we’ve organised the tour. It is much appreciated.

U12s

The Under 12’s started the season by welcoming a number of new players from 
Barton. These proved a great addition to the team helped boost the squad 
numbers for the forthcoming season. The team soon gelled, and by October 
were playing some great rugby. The coaches were particularly pleased by the fact 
all children were improving, through the addition of mid-week training for the 
first time. Unfortunately, it then became a stop/start season when the weather 
intervened. We felt we then lost the momentum of those earlier months. The 
team is blessed with very good rugby players, backed by supportive parents.  
Once back to ‘normal’, I’m sure they will have a great future ahead. 

U13s

Following a number of changes in the closed season, our pre-season put the 
U13’s in good stead for this year’s campaign.

All training sessions always well attended with excellent support from Harry T, 
Spud and Chaz through the season. Our scrum became invincible and then our 
backs also found great form with their running and support play.
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A few injuries along the way with the weather challenging too. Players took 
responsibility for themselves and each other on and off the pitch. Confidence 
grew with some of the quieter players coming to the fore, leading the team by 
example.

Away from the pitch we had activities and events from ‘pitch-side’ at Leicester 
Tigers to ‘till-side’ at Morrison’s! The bag packing and other fund-raising events 
enabled us to go on tour in February, playing Wellingborough, Northampton and 
Bletchley Park. Great fun was had by the players, coaches and army of travelling 
support.

Two most memorable games this year saw an amazing passage of play against 
Lichfield with the ball deep in our 22 with seconds left, 8 phases later we score a 
thrilling try in the corner. Then came our finest hour, our last game in the Staffs 
Play-Offs when the U13s made history becoming the last male team to win at the 
Croft before the bulldozers moved in.

Every game played was another step forward, enjoying the wins and learning 
from our defeats. A successful season cut short with everyone left wanting more!
As always a huge thank you to the parents for their support throughout.....

U14s

For two clubs to come together and gel as we have is fantastic and we should all, 
players and coaches, give ourselves a massive pat on the back.

Though it was difficult at first, remembering names, their respective positions, 
etc. the lads showed enthusiasm in training and true grit and determination in 
matches, especially when the chips were down. To see the delight and utter joy 
on their faces when we won was worth the wet Wednesday training sessions. 

Started off slow as expected with new players and different positions being tried 
out. Main focus was for the lads to gel and not the results. After Xmas started to 
train hard on breakdown and ball retention that the boys seemed to understand 
and came away with a couple of results until the weather and covid put stop to 
play. Would have been great to see if this would have continued to the end of the 
season. With only playing 9 out of a possible 31 games we did not do too bad.

With such a great group I cannot wait for the season to start. Risk assessment 
allowing.

We would like to thank all coaches, helpers and parents for their patience and 
support through the season.

U15s

The U15’s have had a good season overall. We have gained players and competed 
in the Staffordshire Cup for the first time, narrowly missing out on progressing in 
the competition by a couple of points.
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The coaches feel that the lads have made some good progress with their game, 
and they have experienced some wins that have increased their confidence.

We have started to plan our tour for next year and held Burtons first junior ball 
to help with fundraising.  It was a great night and it was great to see the lads 
enjoying themselves off the pitch.

It has been a challenging season, with the constant wet weather and then the 
season being cut short.  The coaches and myself want to thank our parents for 
their continuing support, and we hope to see everyone down at the club in the 
near future.

U16s
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This was our big season as it always is for the U16’s, with the big tour planned in 
October 19’.  We started with a little more pre-season than normal which included 
a couple of friendlies with very different results. During the season, we found 
ourselves playing some of our best rugby on 4G pitches which was frustrating but 
also interesting. As we always seem to do, we get off to an indifferent start but 
then soon found ourselves heading off to Spain for a well earned tour following 
a lot of hard earned fundraising! We all had an amazing time, and a tour that 
gave the boys the opportunity to play some of their best rugby of the season in 
warm night time conditions under the lights in the hills above Barcelona, perfect! 
Don’t let anyone tell you the Spanish are not strong opposition! The lads played 
against 2 teams, 1 of which was an older age group including a Spanish U18 
female international. After a scoreless first half the boys slipped to a narrow 
defeat before winning handsomely the second night. The hospitality and the 
bonding will live long in the memories. Back home we excelled in the waterfall 
up and fell just short in our ‘home semi-final’ away to Walsall (on 4G due to wet 
pitches). A season cut short, but grateful the tour went ahead!

U11 Girls

The u11 Girls have come on leaps and bounds in a relatively short time. Having 
only formed midway through last season and with most of the girls having never 
played rugby before, they have soon become the team to beat in the area. 

With not many clubs having a u11 Girls side then Burton have formed a close 
partnership with other clubs such as Mansfield, Market Harborough, Castle 
Donington and Tamworth, amongst others, to host a series of pitch-up and play 
events throughout the season. Despite the weather doing its best to disrupt the 
season we managed to get a good number of matches both home and away 
where the Burton girls came away having won the majority of them.
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Their skills and teamwork is excellent and we’ve even provided players to visiting 
sides when their numbers have been low. This hasn’t gone unnoticed with clubs 
commenting how much they enjoy playing with our girls. 

Fortunately we managed to get one last game in at The Croft just before the 
season was cut short. We now look forward to the 2020/21 season with most of 
the girls moving up to u13. 

None of this would be possible without the continued support of all parents and 
relatives cheering the girls on from the sidelines and ensuring they get to training 
and games on time. 

Special thanks go to Thibaut, Marnie and Niamh for their help throughout the 
season all under the great guidance of Mark Tolley.

U18 Girls 

A short yet challenging season at times but seeing the girls playing Rugby and 
more importantly enjoying it made up for any challenges we have had. 

Sadly, the season was cut short by the pandemic and whilst we didn’t begin too 
well, we ended on a high for us with a storming win against Tamworth which we 
had lost to earlier in the season. The girls had switched on from the start of the 
match, the communication was second to none and all the opportunities within 
the game were executed brilliantly. All the Coaches has a little tear in their eye! 
The team had finally come together, and everyone was working tremendously 
well. 

A huge thank you to all the coaches, helpers and parents for their support and 
hard work not only this year but in years gone by also. What began as a team of 
individuals at the start of the season, ended as a well bonded team by the end 
of it which was supported and encouraged not only through training and game 
time but through meetings, social events and effective team building. 

We are extremely proud of the girls and their efforts and commitment week after 
week, and it has been a pleasure this season watching them grow and develop. 
They are a team that our club and local community can be very proud of and we 
cannot wait for next season to commence.

Volunteers

It has been another fantastic year for our club volunteers. Thank you to all the 
Volunteers who spent their time on the final days at the Croft, packing and 
removing items. It is sad to see a very much-loved site go; we will forever hold 
fond memories of the Croft.

We are now entering a new era and very much looking forward to making new 
memories at Tatenhill. Before the new club can be built and pitches played on, 
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we have an ever-growing list of projects that need to be completed. Richard 
Williams has been coordinating a team of volunteers to help complete some of 
these projects.

If you have an hour or two to spare and would like to help, please let us know. We 
would love to get as many volunteers at Tatenhill to complete the list of projects 
we have.

We look forward to working with Coaches, Senior Players, all sections of our Mini 
Juniors, Parents and General volunteers this coming season. If anyone would 
like to join the Volunteer projects we have running now or in the future, please 
contact either Richard Williams at rw@assistprotect.co.uk 07775 701 951 or 
Louise Stoakes at louiseireland1@btinternet.com 07946 212 977.

The Season off the Field

In August Peel Croft played host to two football matches, a very rare occurrence 
for us to stage football at our historic ground. These were to be the very last 
games of football to be played at the Croft, which was a Football League venue 
between 1892 and 1907, hosting 242 League games for Burton Swifts and Burton 
United. Peel Croft became a regular rugby venue when Burton United lost their 
Football League place in 1907.

As always we must thanks our amazing House & Bar team, Phil Foster, Emma 
Redfearn, Claire Gibbs and all their wonderful team, you all do our club proud 
each and every week. This season saw them dividing their time between the Croft 
and Tatenhill, but still the standards of hospitality and service continued to top 
class. I know they will do their very best to ensure those standards continue once 
we move into our new home.

Another fabulous Christmas at Peel Croft our Family Christmas Day included 
entertainment from Santa Claus for our younger members and then JC and his 
Disciples providing the sounds of festive season in their best Christmas jumpers.  
They even hit the road with an appearance at Chestnut Grange, with one resident 
even asking if they had a CD they could buy! So watch this space as they hit the 
charts aiming for the Christmas number one. Another wonderful Boxing Day at 
Peel Croft with friends old and new gathering to watch Burton players past and 
present take to the pitch to play for the Vic Roebuck “Hey Baba Reba, Let’s Have 
a Party” Trophy.  

The Spring Draw has been postponed until later in the year, as lockdown 
commenced as we were due to begin selling tickets.

Andy Peach has continued to look after the international ticket allocations, with 
the usual assistance from myself. The allocation from this season onward is now 
based on the number of full fifteen a-side games played by Burton RFC. This will 
probably mean a reduction in our allocation, but keep an eye on the website for 
details of how to apply for tickets.
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Once again we must thank the generosity of members and visitors to the club in 
supporting various charities during the season including not just The President’s 
Charity, The Sepsis Trust, but also Royal British Legion. Thanks to a wonderful idea 
by Keith Banton, a Burton RFC poppy badge was created and profits donated to 
the Royal British Legion. I understand he is already working on a design for this 
year, so be ready to buy when they go on sale.

Our volunteers have been working hard at Tatenhill over the last twelve months, 
first getting everything ready for the Mini Juniors to operate from last September; 
however the unprecedented weather did not help, with some serious flood issues 
which have hopefully been resolved. Now they continue to provide many hours 
of work, whilst maintaining social distancing rules. It is such a wonderful space at 
Tatenhill, but that also means it will take a lot of work to maintain. So if anyone 
can spare a few hours please let us know, we have jobs for all ages, shapes and 
sizes!

In April we joined in the 2.6 Challenge, all arranged in a couple of a days we were 
unsure how people would react or if they would take part. However as always 
our members and supporters did their best and although we originally planned 
to travel from Burton to Cape Town, we then decided to take a little detour 
to Buenos Aires before heading back to Burton. 168 people took part in the 
challenge, walking, running, cycling and any other means available, between us 
we travelled 29,530 km and raised an amazing £17,565. Huge thanks to everyone 
who took part in the challenge and to everyone who made a donation. It really 
was a great way for all ages to get involved in something together. It certainly 
helped many during lockdown and some of us are still exercising because of it.

Even though we head into a new season at our new home, we are unsure at this 
stage when rugby will return as we know it, but we are trying our best to keep 
up with an ever changing situation. Rugby has stopped before in Burton but has 
always come back bigger and stronger and I know we can do the same again this 
time. 

Monday 5th October 2020 will see 150 years of rugby in Burton upon Trent, 
planning is on hold for the moment as we are unable to confirm anything due 
to COVID-19. Many of you have dug out some real treasures during lockdown 
so keep your photographs, match programmes, newspaper articles or stories 
coming from over the years. These can be emailed to burtonrfc150@gmail.com 
or left at the Club marked-up 150 Years.

As always I would like to end with a special ‘Thank you’ to you, our members 
for your continued support. We give huge thanks to every single one of our 
wonderful volunteers, who give up so much of their time supporting all the 
activities at Burton RFC. Your commitment and enthusiasm are incredible and 
it would not be possible to do what we do, week in and week out without you.  
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Finally as another season goes by we also have to say a sad farewell to people 
who had been involved in the activities of the club over a number of years, 
Steve Jones, Glenys Wolny, Bill Souster, Dennis Heptonstall, Hugh Waddell, Jamie 
Williams, Eric Keyse, Mick Thompson, Ted Killick, Ian Johnston, Darron Mears and 
Bob Pride. Our thoughts and condolences to their families and friends. May I wish 
all our members who are not in the best of health a speedy return to health and 
happiness.

The last piece of news to share is the name of our new home. Following many 
suggestions received from members a shortlist was presented to General 
Committee and on Monday 6th July and we decided upon Battlestead Croft.  
Many of you will know that Battlestead Hill overlooks the ground, reputed to 
be the site of a bloody battle between the Angles and Danes. Keeping Croft in 
the name gives a nod to our former home of many happy years. I’m guessing 
before too long will all be saying “I’m going to the Croft to watch the rugby” as 
we always did, hopefully we’ll see many battles take place on the pitches at the 
ground over the next few years. So once a Crofter, always a Crofter.

Claire Y Bradley, Hon. Secretary

Subscriptions 2020/2021 Season

As a result of Covid-19, a greater degree of careful consideration has been given 
to the setting of subscription levels than normal. The membership was consulted 
via surveys and we are grateful for the feedback provided. Given the ongoing 
uncertainty surrounding the general economy and the forthcoming season some 
flexibility is to be provided for members should they wish to take it up.

The RFU has produced an A to F road map for the full return to rugby. We 
have carefully considered this and are taking appropriate steps to ensure safe 
participation for members whilst providing the opportunity for a return to the 
enjoyment of outdoor group activities. To date the club will still have significant 
running costs therefore the flexibility in payment is offered as an option for those 
who may need to utilise it.

• Subscriptions fall due on 1st September; however on there will be an option 
to defer payment until stage F, a return to competitive rugby is reached.

• Payments will be welcomed in line with the standard date of 1st September 
and will be very much welcomed.

• 1870 Members will need to have paid their subscriptions to be included in 
the monthly 200 Club Draws.

• the normal premiums for paying in instalments will be waived for this season



27

The levels of subscription for the 2020/2021 season will be: 

Category One-off Payment or can be spread over six months
 by Direct Debit

1870 £175

Patron £125

Ordinary Member £95

Senior Citizen £80

Senior Player £125

Family Membership £125

Family Membership including up to two adults and three U6 – U17 Mini Junior 
Members 

Note 1 - Please note family membership carries one voting right per Family at 
General Meetings.

Note 2 - Where Senior Players have children who are involved in the club the 
relevant Family Membership applies.

You can now pay your subs online via GMS, full details can be found on the 
website.

Bank Details are available on request should you prefer to pay via Internet or 
Telephone Banking












































