
Rochford Hundred 
Rugby Football Club

Versus
Esher RFC

National 
League 
South

Saturday 30th April 2022 Kick Off 3.00pm
Referee - Tim Allatt  4th Official - Tigan Renshaw

Assistant Referees -  Phil Bowers & Kevin Jones

Ball Persons - Under 12's  Mascots - Minis Section

Programme 

£2 

ROCHFORD HUNDRED RFC
London & South East Premier 2019/20

Main 1st XV Sponsors

LooseHeadz
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THE RUGBY PARK - MAGNOLIA ROAD - HAWKWELL - ESSEX - SS4 3AD

For up to date information join our Website at:  

WWW.ROCHFORDRUGBY.COM

/RochfordRugby @RochfordRugby

To sponsor the club email: 
 

commercial@rochfordrugby.com
To hire the club email:

 

functions@rochfordrugby.com
To play for the club email: 

 

coaching@rochfordrugby.com

Training nights 

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Telephone 

01702 544021rochfordrugby

Senior Men - Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm 

Academy - Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm 

Minis (U6-U12) - Saturdays 9am

Senior Ladies - Thursdays 7pm 

Youth (Boys and Girls) - Wednesdays 7pm

Little Scrummers (2-6) - Saturdays 8.30am

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Chairman’s MessageChairmans Welcome
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Rochford Hundred Rugby ClubChairman’s MessageChairmans Welcome
Today we welcome Esher rugby club, who for most of the season 
have been either at the top of our league or very close to it. They 
need a bonus point win today to secure the league title with 
Redruth breathing down their necks only 4 points behind.
 
Our very first game of National rugby was away at Esher, and 
we gave a very good account of ourselves, and we came away 
just short on the day. With John Inverdale heavily involved and 
coached by that England legend Peter Winterbottom I am not 
surprised they are top as they seek to continue their journey 
through National 1 back to the Championship. We wish them well 
and welcome all Esher supporters to Magnolia Road today.
 
So, we can expect Esher to come out all guns blazing, and we will 
have to raise our game again to repel them. One thing we can 
expect from Rochford today is that they will not give up. As this 
is the last game of the season, I am sure the team will give it all 
they have got.
 
A big thank you to Hotel Du Lac and Dave Owen for their 
massive support of the 1st XV this season, and their sponsorship 
of today’s and this season’s final lunch and match ball.
 
Given it is the last game of this season, our first in the National 
Leagues, what have we learnt? Well, we are good enough to be 
in this league and with a bit more luck could and perhaps should 
have won at least another 5 games. We need a bigger squad as 
injuries have at time decimated the team. The gulf between the 
top and bottom of the league is huge as we have found out on 
a few occasions, but on the day anyone in this league can beat 
anyone.
 
Redruth were out of sight at half time and only just won in the end 
after we roasted them in the second half is just one example.
 
Thanks must go to the ‘regulars’ who attend most if not all pre 
match lunches. Your support is much appreciated.
 
Today is our first ‘Former Players Reunion’ lunch and we welcome 
very much indeed all our former players. If you have not been to 
Rochford for a while, you will notice some changes, noticeably the 
perimeter fencing, the pitch fencing, the ticket office, outside bar 
and BBQ area and a new set of top notch floodlights. Who will 
be the first to start the after match singing some of the old songs 
we used to sing ‘back in the day’? Will it be Colin Cushing and his 
rendition of Wimmerway, Ray Wilson going on a Lion Hunt or 
Alan Gander going round sunshine mountain or not wanting to 
join the army? Or will someone else take up the lead?
 
Amongst the former players is Matt Barber. Matt is a former 
player coming up through youth rugby to play many seasons in the 
1st team. He is now a club sponsor and a mortgage protection 
adviser with his company Zing Mortgages. You will notice there 
are Zing Mortgages business cards on your table giving you the 
contact details for Matt. Matt is able to offer a FREE of charge 
personal review of your mortgage and financial insurance options 
and then arrange appropriate routes forward from a wide range 
of market panel providers. Specifically, Matt can assist you with all 
types of mortgage loans, life insurance, critical illness insurance, 
income protection insurance and medical insurance. Like a lot 

of club members have already done so, just give Matt a call to 
arrange for your FREE personal review.
 
Our next event is the End of Season Awards Dinner on 
Saturday May 14, 7 for 7.30. Our guest speaker is Andy 
Goode, and I am sure he will not only talk about times past 
but express his views about today’s game, especially 
concerning England. Who will be Club person of the Year, who 
will win the Presidents Award as well the various team awards? 
Come along for a great evening out by booking your place at 
HOSPITALITY@ROCHFORDRUGBY.COM
 
That is followed by our AGM on Thursday May 19, starting at 
7.30. We have a lot of important business to decide, including a 
decision on membership fees for next season. This is your club so 
come along and support both events.
 
Lastly, please support your team as loudly as you want to but 
remember the Referee and the Assistant Referees will make 
mistakes, just like the players from Rochford and Esher will make 
some mistakes. They do not need reminding they have made a 
mistake so please respect the officials and both sets of players. 
Lets hope the sun shines and we all have enjoyable last game of 
the season and I look forward to seeing many of you again next 
season.
 
Have a great day.

Ray Stephenson
Rochford Hundred Rugby Club
- Chairman
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
We would like to thank all members 
and friends that have attended our 
lunches both home and away this 

season, we hope you have had some 
great days and build some new 
friendships and rekindled some 

old ones. 
To help us improve your matchday 

experience, please forward any 
suggestions and/or feedback to:  
chairman@rochfordrugby.com 

If you wish to be a match sponsor, 
please email:  

commercial@rochfordrugby.com
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Kelly Group, a nationwide Telecommunications, Rail & Utility Service Provider
are proud to support

Building Networks, Connecting People

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club 2021

Successfully trading for over 35 years Kelly Group has grown into one of the UK’s leading 
telecommunications and rail infrastructure services and contracting companies

For more information please call 0208 424 0909 
visit www.kelly.co.uk or e-mail info@kelly.co.uk

Kelly House, Fourth Way,
Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 0LH

40+ Operational Centres
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Thanks to the standard-feature M Sport package in its new design, the new BMW iX3 M Sport looks 
sportier than ever. Aerodynamic elements and blue accents bring out the electric nature of the 
vehicle to its full effect. Whether for short or longer journeys – with a range of up 285 miles* and 
electricity consumption from 3.3 mi/kWh*, the new BMW iX3 M Sport is ideally suited to every route.

Scan the QR code to book a test drive today.      Fairfield BMW
           Arterial Road
           Leigh-on-Sea
           SS9 4XX
            01702 429471
Mpg (l/100km): Not applicable. CO₂ emissions: 0 g/km. Electric energy consumption (combined): 
3.3mi/kWh. WLTP combines electric range in miles: 284 - 285.*

† Test Drive subject to availability and applicant status. *Measured according to the WLTP test cycle.
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO₂ figures with other cars tested to the 
same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real-life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors 
including the accessories fitted (post registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load.

THE RUGBY PARK - MAGNOLIA ROAD - HAWKWELL - ESSEX SS4 3AD

Telephone 01702 544021 - Website WWW.ROCHFORDRUGBY.COM
Twitter @ROCHFORDRUGBY - Facebook FACEBOOK.COM/ROCHFORDRUGBY

Saturday 14th May at 7pm 
GUEST SPEAKER - AnDY GOODE

(England, Leicester, Saracens, Brive, Sharks, Worcester, Wasps & Newcastle)

• 3 Course Meal • Andy Goode • Awards Presentations • DJ After Awards 
• Dress Code - Club colours or smart casual, evening dresses welcome

• Open to all adult club members and partners 
• Tickets - £25 per Person

Buy your tickets now via hospitality@rochfordrugby.com 
or via your team manager

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club
CLUB END OF SEASON 

AWARDS EVENING

DJ After AwardsAndy Goode

Sponsored by

Main 1st XV Sponsors

LooseHeadz
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  The Ultimate Artificial Grass 

No Mowing No Watering No Mud 

               Best Quality Lowest Price 

   0800 699 0075 

   sales@grassedup.co.uk 

Proud Sponsors of Rochford Hundred Rugby Club 

Gardens    /   Sports and Leisure   /   Schools   /   Commercial 

    www.grassedup.co.uk

     Supplied & Fitted 
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Visitors Information
The club was formed in 1923 when four rugby 
enthusiasts agreed to start a club. One of the 
quartet, a Welshman, insisted that the club 

should adopt his native Welsh club's colours, 
which is why Esher adopted the black and 

amber of Newport.

When the league system was introduced in 
1987 Esher were placed in London 1 but were 

relegated in the first season and did not win 
promotion back to that league until 1993.

Esher were first promoted to the national 
leagues system for the 1997–98 season, finishing 

fourth in National League 2 South. They led 
for most of the season the following year but 

finished second but won promotion in 1999–00. 
The club set new points record when winning 

National Division Two in 2006–07 and were thus 
promoted. They were promoted into the second tier, the RFU Championship after winning 

National League 1 in 2009–10.They played in the Championship for two seasons before being 
relegated back into National League 1 for the 2012–13 season.

In 2020, the club announced a 2-year agreement to share their ground with RFU Championship 
side London Scottish starting in 2021–22. However it was later confirmed that Scottish would 

remain at Richmond Athletic Ground.

The clubhouse is situated within 23 acres of freehold land and has excellent amenities for 
players, spectators, and corporate guests, with dining facilities for up to 200, whilst the ground 

contains a large stand and capacity for 1,800 supporters.

The club is led by a formidable management team which includes Chairman of Rugby and BBC 
Sports presenter, John Inverdale and Executive Director and former England international, 

Simon Halliday as well as Director of Rugby, England legend, Peter Winterbottom.

Esher shared the world record for most tries in a competitive match when they ran in a total 
of 22 on their way to a record 148-0 thrashing of Manchester on the opening afternoon of the 
2009/10 National One season. It equalled the world record set by Australia against Namibia in 

the 2003 World Cup.
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Rochford Hundred Squad 2021/22
Staff & Coaches

Redmond Newbury
No Sponsor

Anthony Parish
Securitatem Group

Forwards (sponsors under each name)

Josh Ridgeway
No Sponsor

Jordan Dyer
No Sponsor

Harry Phelps-Knight
No Sponsor

Samuel Fombo
John Drinkwater & Big Fish Group

Aston Bevans-Royston
 Vice Captain

Delux Breeding Service

Lewis Brunger
The Sheads and Betchleys

Rob Gardner
Vince Brown

Todd Bailey
 Vice Captain

Nick Jay

Calum Brackett
No Sponsor

Chris Shields
Matthew Shields

Josh Phelps-Knights
Harts Head Coach

Adam Faherty
1st XV Manager

Graham Pratt 
1st XV Registrar

Tigan Renshaw
4th Official

George Phelps-Knights
1st XV Videographer

Jon Branch
1st XV Physiotherapist

James Tirrell
Specialist/Skills Coach

James Kellard
Forwards Coach

Luke Brewster
Head of Strength & Conditioning

Danny Cleare
Head Coach

Paul Head
Head Of Rugby

Najee Mundicha
No Sponsor

David Rufai
No Sponsor

Harry Hudson
Simon Wakefield

Craig Strachan
Dick Jones

Mac Duaibe
Vince Brown

Taylor Randall
Ambucar Mariner Medical Services Ltd

James Kellard
No Sponsor

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Chairman’s MessageCoaches Corner

Ben Thomas
No Sponsor
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Rochford Hundred Squad 2021/22

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Chairman’s MessageCoaches Corner
Well here we are the last game of what has been a 
very long and challenging year. After 3 consecutive 
promotions and then an 18 month layoff we finally 
reached the dizzy heights of National League rugby and 
although it has been hard at times it has been equally 
enjoyable. As a club a lot of lessons have been learnt and 
a lot has, and is, happening off the field to ensure the 
infrastructure is in place moving forward. On the field 
a lot has been learnt to and moving into next year we 
are more aware now what we need to do to compete 
at this level and this includes having a deeper squad and 
a competitive second team so we can deal with injuries 
and having more competition for places.
 
The season as a whole has been a success if we think 
about where we were as a club financially after Covid 
and losing the majority of our coaching staff and having 
to stabilise what was a very turbulent time for the club. 
Despite these challenges the club is in a much better 
place now and the team assembled which consists 
mostly of local players has really competed against some 
National League giants. Particular highlights include 
beating Henley and OA’s away and even our come back 
at home against Redruth to finish with 2 losing bonus 
points with the last play of the game was special. We 
have also given a lot of game time to a lot of young 
players which has exposed them to rugby at this level 
and hopefully this core of young talented players will take 
this club forward and ensure we can consolidate at this 
level for years to come.
 
Naturally as the season comes to an end, we say 
goodbye to people and I would like to show my 
appreciation to Mark Billings, Harry Hudson, Todd 
Bailey and Sam Fombo who have been instrumental in 
getting this club to where it is. I would also like to show 
my gratitude to James Kellard who has not only rolled 
back the years and played like a 27-year-old at times 
rather than 37 but has also been a pleasure to work 
alongside for the last 5 seasons. His commitment and 
professionalism is unquestionable and he fully deserves 
his retirement away from the game.
 
This club is also run by and held together by volunteers 
and club people that without them the club would fall on 
its knees. Therefore it is also important I thank Tracey, 
Seonaid and Sally for the food all the year, Lou and all 
the bar staff for the jugs after games and putting up with 

our nonsense, Ray and Paul who have helped stabilise 
the club during a turbulent time, my coaching staff and 
players who have been fantastic to work with, and finally 
Adam Faherty who for me is an absolute asset to this 
club and to our first team. The work Adam does behind 
the scenes which often goes unnoticed is incredible and 
we are extremely lucky to have him. There are many 
others that do outstanding work at this club and even if I 
haven’t mentioned you by name – Thank you!
 
Lastly welcome to Esher who have had an outstanding 
season so far and fully deserve to be top of the league. 
Starting with Esher away was a massive wake up call 
to the level and despite a 20 point loss that day it was 
a competitive and enjoyable game. If Esher win today, 
they become league champions and if that is the case we 
would like to wish you well in National 1 next year. That 
being said we will be doing everything in our power to 
spoil the party.
 
Enjoy the Game.

Danny Cleare
Rochford Hundred Rugby Club
- Head Coach
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Chairman’s MessageChairman’s MessageHome Team Squad

Rochford Hundred
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

No.	 Name	 Sponsor

1	 Josh Ridgway	 No Sponsor
2	 Jordan Dyer	 No Sponsor
3	 Aston Bevans-Royston (Captain)	 Delux Breeding Service
4	 Ben Thomas	 No Sponsor
5	 Samuel Fombo	 John Drinkwater & Big Fish Group 
6	 James Kellard	 No Sponsor
7	 David Rufai	 No Sponsor
8	 Mac Duaibe	 Vince Brown
9	 Jake Spivey	 FRONT - architecture  
10	 Chris Dudman	 Jim Bentley
11	 George Griffiths	 Zing Mortgages
12	 Sam Cappaert	 Burman Recruitment 
13	 Wouter Roters	 No Sponsor 
14	 Mark Ikhifa	 No Sponsor
15	 George Elliott	 Ian Brown

	 Substitutes

16	 Lewis Brunger	 The Sheads and Betchleys
17	 Rob Gardner	 Vince Brown
18	 Najee Mundicha	 No Sponsor
19	 Redmond Newbury	 No Sponsor
20	 Munashe Muzuzu	 No Sponsor

Today's Lunch Sponsor

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.comRochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

To sponsor a lunch please email:

commercial@rochfordrugby.com
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Chairman’s MessageChairman’s Message Away Team Squad

Esher
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

No.	 Name

1	 Matt Lowes
2	 Charlie Crawley
3	 Theo Skoumbourdis
4	 Hugh Sloan
5	 Adam Bullett
6	 Cam Wilkins
7	 Charlie Gossington
8	 Lorcan Dow
9	 Pierre Thompson
10	 Jack Lavin
11	 Harri Lang
12	 Myles Rawstron Rudd
13	 Fergus Donnelly
14	 Tomek Pozniak
15	 Tom Mitchell

	 Substitutes

16	 Joe Vajner
17	 Cam Zeiss
18	 Harvey Scott
19	 Tom James
20	 Sam Bullock

Today's Match Ball Sponsor

Rochford Hundred 
Upcoming Events
End of Season 

Awards 
Dinner

Saturday 14th May
Guest Speaker: 

Andy Goode
Open to all club 

members over the 
age of 18

For the latest club news visit our website:

www.rochfordrugby.com

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.comRochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

For the latest club news visit our website:
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Rochford Hundred Squad 2021/22

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com
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Rochford Hundred Squad 2021/22

Matthew Needham
No Sponsor

Tom Pickering
No Sponsor

Wouter Roters
No Sponsor

Danny Cleare
No Sponsor

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Backs (sponsors under each name)

Mark Billings
Alan Peacock

Chris Dudman
Jim Bentley

Will Ferrier
No Sponsor

George Griffiths
Zing Mortgages

Sam Cappaert
Burman Recruitment

Munashe Muzuzu
No Sponsor

Dominic McDonald
No Sponsor

Sonny Gay Captain

Mike Drinkwater

Ricki Gould
Matt Stewart

Steven Jay
No Sponsor

Jack Doherty
No Sponsor

Jake Spivey
FRONT - architecture

George Elliott
Ian Brown

Daley Aremu
No Sponsor

Damien Brambley
Mike Head

Providing high quality video analysis at an 
affordable rate to all clubs

Mobile: 07825 185633
Email: info@prosportsanalysis.com

Jack Daly 
Peter Jay
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If you’re looking for a car that’s all torque, as well as action, then let us introduce the latest 
MINI Electric. It feels better than ever, with immediate oomph thanks to instant torque. 
And it looks better than ever too. With a sharper, sleeker update to its legendary MINI look 
and, of course, that MINI Electric feeling.

Scan the QR code to book a test drive          Fairfield MINI
                          Arterial Road
              Leigh-on-Sea
              SS9 4XX
              01702 429472

†

*Mpg (l/100km): Not applicable. CO2 emissions: 0 g/km. Electric energy consumption 
(weighted): 3.9 – 4.1 Miles/kwh (15.9 – 15.2 kwh/100 km). 
Electric range: 3.9-4.1 miles/kwh (15.9-15.2 kwh/100km)

† Test Drive subject to availability and applicant status. *Measured according to the WLTP test cycle.
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO₂ figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These 
figures may not reflect real-life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post registration), variations in 
weather, driving styles and vehicle load. All figures relate to vehicles with 6-speed manual transmission. Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Notice Board
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Notice Board
Last time we played OA’s we enjoyed our 
first ever away win at National League level, 
unfortunately we’ve only won 2 games since 
then and haven’t won on the road since. We 
have however had many close and competitive 
fixtures and feel hard done by that we haven’t 
won more games than we have but we only have 
ourselves to blame for that for not seeing these 
games out.
 
It is clear we are also more than competitive 
at home and no one since Guernsey in our first 
home game of the season has had an easy ride 
here and we feel on our day can get a result 
against any team at Magnolia Road. The boys 
love playing in front of the home crowd and 
appreciate the unconditional support it receives 
week on week.
 
After last week’s week off we were hoping to 
have some players back off the physio table but 
unfortunately that hasn’t happened, but we do 
still have a strong young team that is eager to 
keep hold of their shirts even when players do 
return, and that fight for places is key in pushing 
us forward for the remainder of the season.
 
Last game against Worthing we knew we were 
playing against one of the strongest teams in the 
league with arguably the best set of backs, but 
we defended excellently and contained them 
really well. An unfortunate header from Harry 
leading to an intercept try against the run of play 
and 3 tries from catch and drives shows that in 
general play we held them at bay pretty well. 
We also had large spells camped on their line 
without reward and with a little more quality at 
these times the score would have been closer. 
Everyone that day put in a real shift but special 
mentions to Chris Shields and Harry Hudson 
who probably had their strongest performances 
of the season. Also, a special mention to ‘Ant 

Man’ (Anthony Parrish) who was outstanding off 
the bench. And finally, a congratulations to Manni 
Muzuzu who made his debut and Wouter Roters 
who made his home debut for the club.
 
With regards to OA’s, we know they have a team 
that like to run the ball from deep and move the 
ball wide and have really dynamic forwards that 
help support this style of play. This will be similar 
to how Worthing played, and we know we’ll 
have to defend like that if we want to contain 
this dangerous side. We do however take great 
confidence that we beat them last time we 
played and will look to repeat the same feat.
 
Enjoy the Game. 

Danny Cleare
Rochford Hundred Rugby Club
- Head Coach

As a community rugby club, we are always looking for more volunteers 
to help us run the club. We are the size of a small business run entirely 

by a very willing volunteer workforce, but we always need more help. If 
you have some time from only perhaps an hour a week to much more, 
we can find a worthwhile role for when you join our volunteer army. 

If you are willing to donate some time, please email:

chairman@rochfordrugby.com
The Rochford Hundred 200 Club has just been relaunched to become 
the Rochford Hundred 250 Club. This is a great way  to support your 
club with all profits going into supporting the growth and progress of 

your community rugby club. We draw 6 lucky winners every month with 
the prize money increasing for the 

December draw. If we can reach the 
250 figure we will then increase the 
monthly prize money. Each number 

will cost you £5 per month and if you 
email janefrew@yahoo.co.uk Fred 

will happily arrange for you to pay and 
give you your numbers. You can 

have as many as you like.
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& technical advice - NATIONWIDE
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Chairman’s Message

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

League & Today's Fixtures
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

League & Today's Fixtures
League Table

Today's Fixtures
Saturday 30th April 2022

Time	 Match	 Venue

15:00	 Barnes v Hinckley	 Chiswick RFC
15:00	 Barnstaple v Clifton	 Pottington Road
15:00	 Canterbury v Bury St Edmunds	 The Marine Travel Ground
15:00	 Dings Crusaders v Westcliff	 Shaftesbury Park
15:00	 Leicester Lions v Redruth	 TMDP Park
15:00	 O Albanian v Henley	 The Woollams
15:00	 Rochford Hundred v Esher	 The Rugby Park
15:00	 Guernsey v Worthing	 Footes Lane
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Join the movement @ LooseHeadz.co.uk/RUOK

The Rugby Brand That Gives Back

Help us to put a mental health lead in every rugby club.

WWe are here to #TackleTheStigma around mental health. 
Together, we can start the conversation that inspires a 

movement towards better mental wellbeing. 100% of the 
profit from every purchase of LooseHeadz rugby clothing 

and apparel helps to fund the LooseHeadz Foundation 
(charity number #1193051) and our campaign to put a 

mental health lead in every club.

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com
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Rochford Hundred Rugby Club

Rochford Hundred was the brainchild of John Roden and Ernie 
Mills and was first discussed in November 1961 when the two 
met at the White Hart in Hawkwell. John had played at Ilford 
Wanderers and Ernie was an Old Tottonian so both were keen 
to play on their own doorstep. The inaugural meeting was held 
on the 4th January 1962 at the Bull Inn and was attended by a 
small group. The club now needed a ground and the assistance 
of County Councillor, later Alderman, Bill Wright was sought. 
He was appointed Chairman and very quickly secured the use of 
Rocheway School which had been closed due to its proximity to 
Southend airport.

This of course gave the club changing rooms and rugby 
pitches immediately. To get players an advert was placed in the 
Southend Pictorial and no less than 45 replies were received. Old 
Westcliffians had seen the advert and invited the new committee 
to a beer and cheese evening at the Gables. From this Rochford 
secured a fixture and an introduction to the London fixture 
Exchange. The first fixture was in fact against Billericay and 
not Old Westcliffians however. The name of the club had been 
suggested by John Roden after he saw a poster by Rochford 
Hundred Licensed Victuallers Association in the White Hart. 
Rochford Hundred was after all the name of the district.

The club also managed to secure a clubhouse in the car park of the 
Horse & Groom thanks to Mrs Innell, the licensee, and quickly set 
to work to make it ready for use for season 1962/63, although it 
was in use from March 1962.

It is worth noting that the first games were played in March and 
April 1962 and that Bob Light was captain.

In Season 1962/63 the club fielded 2 senior teams and a Colts 
team which is remarkable for a first full season. It is recorded that 
over 70 fixtures were arranged for this first season. Tony Davies 
was the 1st XV captain in this season. The Colts team was made 
up of a number of players from Rayleigh Secondary Modern 
School (now Fitzwimarc) and Sweyne School. Indeed David Allen 
(then a 16 year old) remembers being at one of the formation 
meetings at the Bull when he was still at school.

The first few years were not particularly successful but things 
changed when the likes of Mike Treasure came onto the scene. He 
was captain in 1965/66 and 1966/67 and was our first full Essex 
cap. His team went unbeaten for 18 months and were one of the 
highest scoring teams in the country. He was fortunate in having 
players of the calibre of Peter Coster, who was a great centre. 
Regrettably, Peter died recently in America, where he had been 
living for many years.

With playing success there came a desire to move to our own 
ground and in 1968 Jim Sowter, who used to write a column in the 
local press, printed a story that the club wished to purchase a field 
in the Rochford district big enough for pitches and a clubhouse. 
He received a letter from the lady secretary of Southend Manor 
Football club stating that they had an option on 10 acres of land in 
Magnolia Road. They were unable to raise the money to proceed 
and suggested that we might like to take over the option. Jim 
arranged a meeting between her and Ernie Mills and Ernie liked 
what he saw and took up the option. The land cost £3,200 and 
the purchase was completed in March 1969. The Rugby Football 
Union provided a loan of £2,100 towards the purchase.

The lengthy process of obtaining finance, building the clubhouse 
and preparing the pitches could now be started. In September 
1970 a grant of £5,592 was offered by the Ministry of Housing 
and local Government and this was supplemented by grants and 
loans from the Essex Playing Fields Association and the National 
Playing Fields Association. In July, 1971 the Club gave the go-
ahead to Muggleton’s to start building based on an estimated cost 
of £11,320 of which we had raised only £8,000. The clubhouse 
was officially opened by Dickie Jeeps in April, 1974 when the 1st 
XV played against a strong Eastern Counties XV.

In 1971/72, when Malcolm Fleming was captain, there were 
two memorable games both in the Essex Senior Cup. The first 
game was against Old Bancroftians when Dickie Kent, who 
played scrum half for England, and Howard Waller, who was a 
renowned sevens player for Richmond, were in the Bancroft side. 
Rochford won 21-6 in a tremendous match and demonstrated that 
they had joined the top echelons of Essex rugby. The next round 
was against Barking Park Modern Old Boys at Rocheway and a 
pulsating match was finally won by Barking 14-12. To those who 
were present these were two of the finest matches played 
by Rochford.

The pitches in those early days at Magnolia Road were frankly 
dreadful but over the years there has been considerable work 
on them and they are now adequate for the task, if not perfect. 
In the late 1980’s and early 1990’s the clubhouse was expanded 
substantially with new changing rooms a gym and a new clubroom 
and kitchen. Floodlights were also installed.

Our youth section has gone from strength to strength and provides 
players for our 1st XV and other club teams. In fact our current 1st 
XV is almost entirely made up of former youth players. We have a 
ladies and girls section which is unusual among Essex Clubs. The 
club is currently playing in National League 2 South and we can 
look back on 60 years of activity with considerable satisfaction.

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Welcome to Rochford Hundred Rugby Club

Our Club History
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Chairman’s MessageAcknowledgments

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com

Rochford Hundred Rugby Football Club 
members wish to thank all of our 

friends who have supported us through 
the years and this coming season. 

We are grateful for the many 
donations made by various friends 

and business associates.

Rochford Hundred Rugby Club - Telephone 01702 544021 - Website www.rochfordrugby.com
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