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Upper Clapton Rugby Football Club secures 

£50,000 

from sporting legacy fund 

Upper Clapton Rugby Football Club, the Epping Rugby Club has secured Olympic legacy funding 

from Sport England’s Inspired Facilities Fund. 

The Inspired Facilities fund is part of the £135 million Places People Play legacy programme that is 

bringing the magic of a home Olympic and Paralympic Games into communities across the country. 

Every sports facility that receives funding will carry the London 2012 Inspired Facilities mark – 

celebrating the link to the Games. 

Upper Clapton will receive £50,000 of National Lottery funding to enhance and improve their 

facilities at their grounds in Thornwood Common nr Epping, the Club has helped thousands of local 

young people get into rugby since it started its Youth and Mini Section in 1986. The Club has a 

philosophy of creating success from within and the adult section of four sides is made up of players, 

most of which started in the Mini &Youth section. 

 

 

Sport England’s Chair, Richard Lewis, said: “This National Lottery investment will create a lasting 

sporting legacy for Epping” 

“This fund has really hit the mark with sports clubs. It shows we’re offering the legacy that people 

want for their local community. For hundreds of clubs and tens of thousands of people, 2012 will be 

the year their local sports facilities get better.” 



Mike Harris Head of Facilities for the club said 

“Our old Club house was built in 1933 and although dearly loved has reached the end of its life. 

The old buildings are incapable of adaptation and repair and unable to provide the facilities 

essential to our objective of creating a centre of excellence for the continued development of Rugby 

in this area and local schools. The new facilities will also provide exciting new sports and 

recreational facilities for the local Community.. 

The Sport England award provides much needed funds for the new facilities, but of equal value is 

the support and endorsement of our development plans that is provided by the Inspired Facilities 

Award” 

 

Local MP for Epping Forest, Eleanor Laing, said: 

 “Upper Clapton, the Epping Rugby club have contributed to the community for many years with 

their outreach programme enabling coaching in schools and the hosting of many tournaments for 

the Epping Forest area. The creation of the Wildcats, a ladies section and their plans for all-weather 

netball courts shows the inclusive approach that they adopt to sport. 

This grant gives their club the ability to enhance their facilities dramatically and will create a lasting 

sporting legacy for Epping and continue to produce sportspersons of the highest calibre. I am 

delighted that all the good work the Club has been doing is being recognised by the award of this 

substantial grant and I look forward to seeing them going from strength to strength.”  

 

 

The Epping based rugby club is one of hundreds of projects across England benefitting from lottery 

investment through the second round of the Inspired Facilities fund. And Sport England today 

launched a further £10 million funding round to help local community sports groups to upgrade their 

facilities. You can find out more at www.sportengland.org/inspiredfacilities. Bids will be accepted 

from 23 July 2012. 

 

 

Places People Play is being delivered by Sport England, working partnership with the British 

Olympic Association (BOA) and the British Paralympic Association (BPA) with the backing of The 

London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) and the 

London 2012 Inspire mark 

LOCOG Chair, Seb Coe, said: “This is a fantastic funding project that will deliver a real legacy from 

the London 2012 Games.  It will provide a whole range of sporting opportunities for young people 

through improved facilities and will I hope inspire them to take up sport.” 
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Notes to Editors 

For more details about the project, please contact  

Mike Harris Head of Facilities Upper Clapton Football Club 

01992 571000 

www.upperclapton.com 

 

 

For more information about Sport England, contact Natasha Quinn on 020 7273 1889. 
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