
#DERBYDAY

LEITH RUGBY 2ND XV
V  ROSS HIGH RFC

SAT 14 SEPT | ACADEMY PARK | 12.30PM

LEITH RUGBY 1ST XV
V  TRINITY ACCIES

SAT 14 SEPT | ACADEMY PARK | 3PM

LEITH RUGBY
MATCHDAY PROGRAMME

ALL PROCEEDS TO LEITH RUGBY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT



PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

“ To all our 
supporters 
thank you for 
supporting your 
local club and see 
you at the bar!”  
Jamie Drummond
Club Captain

CAPTAIN’S CORNER

  

 
 

 

A very warm welcome to Academy Park for President’s and RugbyForce Day, and thanks 
to both Trinity and Ross High for making the trip over to Sunny Leith!
 

Following a successful preseason and shaking off the cobwebs in preseason friendlies, 
the 1st XV claimed an Edinburgh Shield 1st round scalp against Livingston away, 20-29. 
This was a great opener as it gave the boys a chance to familiarise themselves with new 
players and structures before the league got underway, at Inverleith last week. While 
we came out victors with a bonus point win 32-26, there was much to work on too. We 
expect a big challenge from Trinity in our local derby, who are coming in off a strong 
win over Dunbar.
 

The 2nd XV also opened up against Inverleith, taking control of their game from start 
to finish, running in 7 tries. It’s great to see the depth at Leith Rugby and a lot of players 

look to be challenging for 1st XV positions. I am very much looking forward to catching 
their encounter against Ross High 2s today. Ross High also look to continue a winning-
run after victory against Northern.
 

Elsewhere, well done to everyone involved in last week’s fantastic Treasure Hunt event 
around The Shore. Look out for details for our next event, Leith Rugby’s Oktoberfest, 
taking place on 12th October!
 

During RugbyForce Week we’ve run various initiatives, including collections for the local 
food bank and  “Socks For The Street”, litter pick, Tartan Touch and fundraising for St 
Columba’s at the Dragon Boat Race. Speak to myself or any Leith member to donate.
 

Thanks again to our opponents for the fixtures today and good luck for your respective 
seasons. To all our supporters thank you for supporting your local club and see you at 
the bar! Let the sun shine on Leith!
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?.....SHUGGIE RODDEN

This week we spoke to Shuggie Rodden, star of the Leith pack 1986-1994, during a period 
when the club competed higher up the Scottish pyramid. In less flattering terms, he was 
once mistaken for his lock partner Tam Bennett and ordered from the field as a result!

Name: Shuggie Rodden Age: 58  Hometown: Auchinleck     
Position: Blind Side, 2nd row, loosehead. I moved back as the years progressed!     
Playing Years: 8 years at Leith initially, from 1986 to 1994 but have made several guest 
appearances over the past 25 years!

Where are you these days? I’m a train driver, living in York.
Have you played any rugby since Leith? Yes, at York RI - scored a hat-trick on my debut 
(more than I got in a season with Leith). We won consecutive promotions from Yorkshire 4 
to 2, and I scored one of the promotion winning tries - still trying to find the paper cutting!
Favourite Moment in a Leith jersey? Leading the pack against an international-packed 
Boroughmuir at Meggatland, was either the quarter or semi of Cup. That and any time we 
turned Trinity over! I also really enjoyed coming out of retirement for a wee cameo to help 
the boys secure the title in 2013. 
Funniest moment down the club? Has to be a hypnotist night, and consequent meeting 
of Tam Welsh and Deek in the shower after training!
Best player(s) played with? Pete Welsh, Neil Clarke - and Aitchy for the talent he showed 
when he was young. Remarkable how he stayed a one club player.
 Toughest training ground opponent(s)? Tam Welsh and Bob Kerr.
 What do you miss most about Leith Rugby? Comradarie.
How do you keep in touch with the club? I was last at the club last year, and try to get to a 
couple of games a season, I also meet up with guys at internationals.
Have you any message for the current playing squad? Make sure you don’t look back with 
any regret, and never leave anything out on the pitch. 

“My toughest 
training ground 

opponents 
were Tam Welsh 

& Bob Kerr”  
Former player

Shuggie Rodden
[If you’d like to recommend 

a former player for us to 
feature, get in touch at 

leithrfc@gmailcom]



LEITH RUGBY 1ST XV  32V
INVERLEITH RFC 26

Match Report: Nick Andrews

Leith travelled to newly-promoted Inverleith for the first taste of league action 
for the season. The sun was shining, and the wind wasn’t blowing. A typical 
mid-July day, however, this was September. The Leith boys resolved during 
their warmup to enjoy this weather as we will be playing on muddy pitches and 
avoiding frozen ground very soon. There was plenty of running rugby to come.

Leith received the ball, facing into the sun, to start their league campaign. The 
ball was well taken, and the Leith forwards ran into contact. The first period of 
play had both teams stating their intent. Leith were looking to throw the ball 
around and Inverleith were sending powerful runners into the Leith defence. 
Leith had to make an early change after 8 minutes. Recently ex flatmates, [your author] Nick Andrews and 
Andrew Baxter both tackled an Inverleith player short of the line and clashed heads. Baxter was taken off 
for a HIA and unfortunately for Leith the referee made the decision that he was not to return to the game. 
Much to the frustration of Baxter who appeared to be perfectly fine. Andrews, while a little dazed, carried 
on with the match.

Only minutes later, after some clean ball from the forwards, Ross Johnston spotted a gap in the defence 
and darted through with a quick pass to blindside flanker, Marcos Teixeira who was on his shoulder. 
Teixeira drew the defender and passed the ball inside to Andrews, who sprinted round the last defender 

and scored under the posts. The head knock appeared to have had no effect, 
if anything it had improved his rugby brain for a few moments! Johnston 
slotted the conversion. Leith 7-0.

Leith were setting the tone early and were applying all sorts of pressure 
on the Inverleith lads. However, small defensive issues from Leith allowed 
Inverleith to answer back quickly with a nice move in the centres to allow 
the 12 to walk under the posts untouched. Tied game 7-7.

On 16 minutes Inverleith attempted a clearing kick. The ball landed in 
the hands of Max Bowman on the wing, who tried to emulate Finn 
Russell with a long, ridiculous, unnecessary, outrageous (you catch 
my drift) pass infield. The ball bounced up nicely and was collected 
by Josh Campey who fixed the last defender and passed to Ben 
Wilkinson on the wing. Wilkinson shrugged off the covering defence 
and dotted the ball down on the line. Johnston again made the 
conversion. Leith 14-7.

The Leith forward pack had been emphasising their lineouts at 
training while the backs had been practising posing for the camera. 
The lineout drills paid off as a move straight off the training paddock 
worked a charm and Neil Paterson crashed over for the score. No conversion this time. Leith 19-7.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7
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the 12 to walk under the posts untouched. Tied game 7-7.

On 16 minutes Inverleith attempted a clearing kick. The ball landed in 
the hands of Max Bowman on the wing, who tried to emulate Finn 
Russell with a long, ridiculous, unnecessary, outrageous (you catch 
my drift) pass infield. The ball bounced up nicely and was collected 
by Josh Campey who fixed the last defender and passed to Ben 
Wilkinson on the wing. Wilkinson shrugged off the covering defence 
and dotted the ball down on the line. Johnston again made the 
conversion. Leith 14-7.

The Leith forward pack had been emphasising their lineouts at 
training while the backs had been practising posing for the camera. 
The lineout drills paid off as a move straight off the training paddock 
worked a charm and Neil Paterson crashed over for the score. No conversion this time. Leith 19-7.

The next “scoring” play came shortly after. Leith were continuing to apply all sorts of pressure and the 
backs were finding holes in the Inverleith defensive line. Pressing towards the Inverleith line, Teixeira 
picked the ball up from a ruck and dived for the corner, dragging two Inverleith boys with him. Teixeira 
was jubilant but saw the touch judges’ flag was raised. “Good score, yes?!” he cried. Only to find out that he 
had dived on the 5m line and had clearly not scored any try, he had in fact given the ball back to Inverleith. 
Teixeira would win Dick of the Day for his blunder!

Leith never looked in any trouble at all. The forwards were dominating at the scrum, allowing quick ball 
for Andrews. Another scrum win had the ball played out to the backs quickly and into the hands of Greg 
Jackson who proceeded to throw a class Craig Smith esque dummy pass and dart between the defenders 
and under the posts unopposed. Another successful conversion from Johnston followed. 26-7 Leith.

Inverleith answered straight away with slick hands and sent their big 
winger away in the corner for the score. Leith 26-12.

On the stroke of half time, Leith were awarded a penalty in front of 
the posts. Captain Jamie Drummond opted to kick for goal. Johnston 
doesn’t miss from those positions, so he took the kick with his eyes 
closed. Leith 29-12 at half time.

If Leith were the 1st half winners, it was not to be the same in the 2nd half. They began the 2nd half where 
they left off, applying lots of pressure on the Inverleith defensive line. Bad decision-making kept Leith 
from making any forward progress. Inverleith found themselves charging up the wing with fullback Doug 
Watters covering. Watters smashed the boy into touch, but the ref deemed it to be a no arms tackle and 
he was given a yellow card. Being short-handed didn’t cause any issues for Leith as they allowed 0 points 
during the 10 minutes Watters was off the pitch.

Leith got another 3 points from the boot of Johnston to put the score at 32-12 
to Leith.

Inverleith turned it up a gear while Leith began to fall a little flat. Inverleith were 
beginning to cause lots of issues for the defence and parked themselves on the 
Leith line for a period. Inverleith popped it blind and looked to have scored but 
Shaun Guesford was on hand to hold the ball up and prevent a certain try. Leith 
were able to clear their lines. Johnston was punting the ball downfield for fun. 
One kicked went right down to the Inverleith line. The winger caught the ball 
and decided to run it out, where Paul Haggon was on hand to hit the life out of 
the poor boy. Haggon went to the sin bin for his tackle.

Inverleith made sure to exploit this power play and crossed the try line after working their way up the 
pitch. 32-19 to Leith.

Leith had one final play to get another score on the board but 
Inverleith held strong and the game finished 32-26 in favour of the 
away team. A hard-fought battle between the two sides with Leith 
dominant in patches but completely exposed in others. We will take 
the bonus point win. 

Tries: Nick Andrews, Ben Wilkinson, Neil Paterson, Greg Jackson
Conversions: Ross Johnston (3)
Penalties: Ross Johnston (2)
Man of the Match: Scott McAteer 



PLAYER PROFILES

1ST XV vs TRINITY, 3PM

My pre-match Saturday ritual is - morning porridge, 
followed by arriving early to get the chat from last night
My pre-game music selection is - a bit harder than you 
might expect....Public Enemy!
If I didn’t play rugby on a Saturday I would - run, cycle, 
DIY...thank God for rugby!
My best claim to fame is - I once drove the remote 
control car that took the tee onto Murrayfield 
If I was an animal I would be - a seal according to my 
wife!
Who’d play you in a movie about your life? - Andrew 
Garfield (Andy Murray’s other look-a-like)
My dream date is - Mila Kunis
My sporting hero was/is - Andy Murray
My favourite fast food is - Maccie D’s
My favourite App is - WhatsApp. How rugby club’s 
operated before it I do not know. 
My middle name is - James
You’re stranded on a desert island, which team mate are 
you taking with you? - I’m taking Doug - he has travelled, 
he’d have packed a spare toothbrush.
And which one are you hoping isn’t there? - Cookie. 
Avoiding him on tour is hard enough!
If you could be one of your teammates for a week....who 
would it be and why? - Kigoul, so handsome 
Best dressed team mate? - Kigoul again
Worst dressed team mate? - a belt would be great Stitto!
Smartest and dumbest team mates? Reece takes some 
beating as dumbest. Will Tuft is a teacher and writes 
good match reports....that makes him clever in my book!
Best value on a night out? As a dad who doesn’t get out 
a lot I aspire to be Joe O’Neil on a night out
I joined Leith because - Inverleith was too far
What is your goal for the season? Play Rugby, Have Fun, 
Reap Rewards
Favourite rugby moment? getting sat down and bowled 
over at St Boswells, but knowing right then (upside 
down, with 5 mins to go) we were winning the league
Most embarrassing rugby moment? getting sat down 
and bowled over any time we didn’t win the league!
Which team are you looking forward to playing most 
this season? Trinity is the one you pinpoint, but also the 
club’s who’ve come down/up into the league
Who will win the World Cup? Scotland

PLAYER PROFILES                     FELIX PALINKENNY DANNFALD

Position

Age

First club 

Former clubs

Pro team

Stand Off/Fullback

30

Paisley RFC, aged 6

Paisley, Gordonians, 
Dyce

Glasgow Warriors

Centre/Flanker/Prop!

27

Leith Rugby, aged 26

None

Arsenal FC

1 J NIMMO
2 I ACOSTA
3 T KIRKWOOD
4 M TEIXEIRA
5 N PATERSON
6 J DRUMMOND (c)
7 S McATEER
8 F FORSYTH

16 P HAGGON
17 R STITT
18 S BAKER
19 C ALLAN

1 R STITT
2 R BARCLAY
3 M HEPBURN
4 B PLACE
5 S MOORE
6 P MITCHELL
7 C JETUAH
8 M CROLLA

16 W COOK
17 R WILSON
18 A PARDO
19 J HERVÁS

My pre-match Saturday ritual is - Wetherspoons 
breakfast with the boys
My pre-game music selection is - A Tribe Called Quest/
The Pharcyde
If I didn’t play rugby on a Saturday I would - probably be 
in Elyseum pretending to lift heavy
My best claim to fame is - being related to Michael Palin
If I was an animal I would be - a hippo
Who’d play you in a movie about your life? - Will Smith
My dream date is - Aubrey Plaza
My sporting hero was/is - Thierry Henry
My favourite fast food is - pizza
My favourite App is - Strava 
My middle name is - Akwasi John

You’re stranded on a desert island, which team mate are 
you taking with you? - Ben Place. Enough said!
And which one are you hoping isn’t there? - Craig Smith. 
He’d probably make me listen to country music!
If you could be one of your teammates for a week....who 
would it be and why? - Jon Derrin, just to see what it’s 
like to be that handsome!
Best dressed team mate? - Will Tuft for his footwear
Worst dressed team mate? - Robert Stitt
Smartest and dumbest team mates? Tomek Nawrocki 
smartest, Michael Hepburn dumbest
Best value on a night out? Davie Sommerville

I joined Leith because - it’s 5 minutes from my house
What is your goal for the season? get promoted
What is your least favourite training drill? hill sprints
Favourite rugby moment? my first game for Leith at the 
Queensferry tournament last year
Most embarrassing rugby moment? getting tackled by 
Josh [Barker] and dislocating my finger
Which team are you looking forward to playing most 
this season? Portobello
Who will win the World Cup? France

In this week’s programme, we profile former club captain (2013-2015), Kenny Dannfald, who is coming off a 5-star 
performance last week, with 2 tries and 4 assists, and newly-turned back Felix Palin, who has made the switch from 
the pack in his debut rugby season last term. Here’s their thoughts on routines, and their (handsome) teammates... 



PLAYER PROFILES 2018/19 SEASON STATS

9 D SOMMERVILLE
10 R JOHNSTON
11 N ANDREWS
12 G JACKSON
13 J CAMPEY
14 B WILKINSON
15 A BAXTER

20 D WATTERS
21 S GUESFORD
22 L McKINNEY

1ST XV vs TRINITY, 3PM

POINTS

TRIES

MAN OF THE MATCH

F MACNAMARA 
N ANDREWS

A BAXTER
C WILLIAMSON

C WINTON
J DRUMMOND

N PATERSON
B WILKINSON

G EASDON
F PALIN
J BARKER
W COOK
R STITT
P DUNCAN
B PLACE
HEPWORTH, 
FLEKY, TUFT

21
19
19
18
18
17
17
17

20
18 
17
17
17
16
16
15

B WILKINSON
K DANNFALD

A BAXTER
D SOMMERVILLE

R MARWICK
L McKINNEY

C SMITH
C WILLIAMSON

S GUESFORD
B WILKINSON
C SMITH
W TUFT
M ALLISON
D ROBERTSON

BARR, DUNKO
D SOMMERVILLE

93
84
75
38
35
35
32
30

48
47
41
38
30
25
20
19

A HOMER
D SOMMERVILLE
C WILLIAMSON

ALLAN, BAXTER, 
CONNELLY,  CROMBIE, 

KIRKWOOD, MARWICK, 
McKINNEY, NIMMO, 

O’NEIL, PATCHETT, A. 
PATERSON, N.PATERSON, 

B.WILKINSON, 

L.WILKINSON

W TUFT
J BARKER
S GUESFORD
ACOSTA, ALLISON, BATES, 
EASDON, GRINDLEY, 
HUMPHREYS, KAIHE, 
KILGOUR, PALIN, 
ROBEA, ROBERTSON, 
SOMMERVILLE, 
C.SMITH, SUTHERLAND, 
L.WILKINSON 

2
2
2
1

4
3
2
1

1ST XV 2ND XVAPPEARANCES

COMING SOON

2ND XV vs ROSS HIGH, 12.30PM

TODAY’S TEAM LISTS

ASSISTS

A BAXTER 
R MARWICK
L McKINNEY

D SOMMERVILLE
C WILLIAMSON

K DANNFALD
A PATERSON

C SMITH

C SMITH
M ALLISON
W TUFT
D ROBERTSON
A BARR
L DUNKO
CROLLA, KAIHE, 
KILGOUR, 

B.WILKINSON

15
7
7
6
6
5
5
5

7
6 
6
5
4
4
3

W TUFT
J DERRIN
S GUESFORD
B WILKINSON
G LEES
D ROBERTSON
M.ALLISON, BARR, 
DUNKO, EASDON, 

KILGOUR, C.SMITH

10
9
9
8
6
5
4
3

8
4 
4
4
3
3
2

C SMITH 
K DANNFALD

D WATTERS
F MACNAMARA

C WINTON
C WILLIAMSON
D SOMMERVILLE

ALLAN, BAXTER, 
MARWICK, WILKINSON

1 J NIMMO
2 I ACOSTA
3 T KIRKWOOD
4 M TEIXEIRA
5 N PATERSON
6 J DRUMMOND (c)
7 S McATEER
8 F FORSYTH

16 P HAGGON
17 R STITT
18 S BAKER
19 C ALLAN

9 S GUESFORD
10 G LEES (c)
11 L DUNKO
12 J DERRIN
13 F PALIN
14 G EASDON
15 A BARR

20 J FLEKY
21 J FRASER
22 J COYLE

1 R STITT
2 R BARCLAY
3 M HEPBURN
4 B PLACE
5 S MOORE
6 P MITCHELL
7 C JETUAH
8 M CROLLA

16 W COOK
17 R WILSON
18 A PARDO
19 J HERVÁS

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 21
2ND XV @ MOREPORT, 3PM
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 26
LEITH HAWKS YOUTH RUGBY
FESTIVAL, 9AM - 3PM
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28
1ST XV VS NORTH BERWICK
2ND XV VS FERRY RD WNDRS
(BOTH 3PM KO)
SATURDAY OCTOBER 5
1ST XV @ CORSTORPHINE
2ND XV @ CORSTORPHINE
(BOTH 3PM KO)
SATURDAY OCTOBER 12
1ST XV VS PENICUIK
2ND XV @ PENICUIK
(BOTH 3PM KO)
LEITH RUGBY’S OKTOBERFEST, 
7PM - LATE




