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PRESIDENT’S DAY



I extend a warm welcome to all players and club members 
both past and present of Leith Rugby and Trinity Academicals. 
It is always a pleasure to see friends and old opponents 
at Academy Park to relive former glories and see who can 
enhance their tales of derring-do to super human levels.

A game against Trinity Academicals was always anticipated 
with great excitement and despite my advanced years I can 
still remember losing a Primary School game against Trinity 
to a piece of magic from a stand-off called Alex Prentice.  The 
ageless Scott Fairbairn, although much older than me was 
also playing in the game.

I sincerely hope that amateur Rugby continues to be played and valued despite the 
foreboding shadow of the professional game, and to that end, that today’s game will remain 
in memory for all the right reasons with friendship to the fore.  However the day is tinged 
with sadness with the recent passing of that great man of Leith, Bob Green. Enjoy the game. 

As many of you will know, we were greatly saddened that 
former captain and committee man, R.G.L (Bob) Green passed 
away towards the end of 2018. Bob (pictured: front row, far 
right) was a stalwart of Leith Academicals RFC as a player, 
committee member and captain from 1964 to 1966.

Bob was a versatile back whose playing career spanned 4 
decades, from the 1950s-1980s, and such was his talent that 
had he played at a more fashionable club, he may well have 
represented his country. Bob’s family also had a history with 

the Club as his father, Douglas Senior, was also a committee man and true gentleman. His 
mother, Marian, or ‘Ma Green’ as she was known to many, was the Club matriarch becoming 
the first female Vice President at Leith.

Club President Jim Smith recalls: “I first met Bob when I joined the Club in 1972 when Bob 
was a well-established 1st XV player. As a player Bob was immensely talented with a dummy 
and flick of the hips that left many opponents floundering in his wake. Bob was a one-club 
man playing over 4 decades, 50s to 80s at Leith. He would almost certainly have gained 
representative honours except for an unfortunate incident when on day before a Scotland trial 
game he was bitten on the hand by a dog. And that he played for a less than fashionable club. 
It was not only Bob’s playing skills that impressed those who knew him. He was the epitome of 
a gentleman. I am proud to call him a friend.”

Bob’s funeral took place on Friday January 11 at Kirkliston Church, and as befitting of the man, 
was attended by a great many friends, including those made while playing at Leith. All our 
thoughts and condolences continue to reside with Bob’s family, particularly his wife Linda, 
children Hayley, Mark and Aimee and grandchildren, Finn and Neil. Rest in Peace Bob.

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

R.G.L ‘BOB’ GREEN, 1939 - 2018



Under an early spring cloudless sky, buffeted by blustery 
westerly winds and in the shadow of Scottish Rugby’s 
cauldron of attacking Rugby, the #2s made the short trip 
across the city to face the Caledonian men of Thebans in the 
reverse of Leith’s 24-0 win before Christmas. Travelling to 
Murrayfield with an unofficial squad of 26 plus backroom 
staff and videographer, Leith were looking to bounce back 
from a disappointing start to 2019, with back to back gut-
wrenching losses to Pencuik and Ross High.

The men from Leith were on the front foot immediately from 
the slightly earlier than advertised kick off time as a couple 
of delicate uses of the boot from the George Lees pinned 
the Thebans in their own 22, leading to a forced turnover, three quick passes and Andy 
Barr leaving his opposition for dust in the corner for the opening score of the game, albeit 
unconverted. The following ten minutes were a scattergun of knock-ons from both sides and 
ill-judged passes leading to a cavalcade of scrums, where the Leith tight five demonstrated 
their dominance over a physically bigger but technically less savvy Thebans pack. With the 
ball in hand, Leith began to break the gain line at will all over the park, notably from the 
gazelle like strides of Josh Barker and seemingly inability of the opposition to gain a firm 
hand on Felix Palin, who rampaged around the fringes like a 2003 Lawrence Dallaglio.

As these breaks broke up the solid Thebans defensive line, 
more holes were exposed in wider areas and, as surprising as 
Stuart Hogg’s miraculous hair growth, Hawick’s other favourite 
son Robert Stitt appeared as if in a vision, in the 13 channel 
to bulldoze over from ‘20’ yards ( 20 prop yards are 8 yards 
in Backs yards). Extras were added by Will Tuft and the try 
seemed to spark the Thebans’ attacking prospects into life as 
they started to use a clattering centre partnership to cut back 
inside and make yards within the broken field. Galvanised by 
sterling carrying efforts from Ben Place and Stephen Baker, 
Leith’s pack stood firm around the fringes and forced several 
turnovers which alleviated pressure and allowed considered 
passing from the back line to put Dunko and Barr into acres 
of room under a lowering sun, roaming like wild stallions on 

the Great Plains. The wide open expanses were exploited fully as hands more like silk than 
human flesh from Barclay meant Barr could glide in for his second and Leith’s third before 
half time; Tuft converted and at the interval the #2s led 19-0. Wholesale changes from 
both sides in the early stages of the second half meant an increase in slightly more frenetic 
passages of play, where the Thebans were let down by their own handling after using some 
big crash runners to open up gaps in a Leith defence, who were hesitant at the offside line 
after a raft of first half penalties against them. A delightful planned move off the base of an 
attacking scrum from Andy Mac and more purposeful hands from the back line created a 
straightforward run in for Matt Rea to open his account for the season, adding five points

LEITH RUGBY 2ND XV 34V
CALEDONIAN THEBANS 10



to the total but importantly, securing the bonus point with 
half an hour to play. It is clear that the Thebans had to 
pull something special out of the bag to maintain contact 
with the men in blue and they were able to make the most 
of penalties and big crash balls to stay on the front foot 
for a considerable amount of time of the third quarter, in 
which scrums and scrappy play played a bigger and bigger 
part in proceedings. With Adam Hepworth and Sean Bates 
consistently making tackles around the rucks and Bob 
Grindley marshalling from the base, it would take a bit of 
Leith misfortunate for Thebens to get onto the scoreboard 
as a innocuous penalty and a single missed tackle meant the 
opposition 6 was able to dart in for an unconverted score 

and put some pressure on Leith to put the game to bed. They duly provided this with Derrin 
busting holes in a tiring defence, a few well timed passes and Rea was able to double his 
account for the season. The game had now drifted slightly as the efforts from both packs 
were beginning to take their toll and the fractious nature of the phases allowed Thebens to 
capitalise on another single missed tackle to ensure that they were able to leave the pitch 
head held high with a second score. But it would be one of Leith’s stalwarts who would 
have the last word on proceedings as several patient recycled phases of ball in Thebans’ 
22 culminated in Keith Aitchison crashing over from 5 yards to put a deserved gloss on the 
final scoreline and allow Leith to walk away with a 34-10 victory and a bonus point to take 
back to Academy Park.

2ND XV MATCH REPORT CONTINUED...



This week, we welcome local rivals  Trinity RFC to Academy Park. We’d also 
like to welcome you all to our annual President’s Day. Leith will be looking 
to build on decent performances in the last two league fixture wins. Trinity 
sit one place below Leith in the table so will hope to keep the pressure 
on. Last week they secured an 18-14 victory at home to Corstorphine RFC. 
Todays game has the added pressure of being the local derby!  We have 
already seen two meetings this season between the sides which resulted 
in a win a piece, so today will settle the score for 2018/19.

Last weekend saw Penicuik return to Academy park. A good afternoon 
for the Leith men resulted in the home side taking maximum points. Leith 
were however were frustrated with mistakes which flattered Pencuik 
with regard to the score line. Leith will be looking for a more structured, 
consistent performance today. Scores from Smith, Baxter, Marwick and 
Andrews. The 2nd XV are in action today facing Corstorphine Rfc.  The last 
match saw again a good performance and a good win against the Thebans 
at Roseburn. Scorers Barrx2, Stitt, Rea x2, Aitchison. Special mention to 
Matt Rea, who is sadly played his last game for the club for a move back 
to Glasgow. We’d like to thank Matt for everything and we’ll certainly miss 
his amazing singing voice! In club news, Saturday 16th saw the return of 
the Leith rugby Race night!  What a great night it was. I’d like to thank Craig 
Winton especially for all his work and again putting on such a fantastic 
evening! Good luck to both teams today and hopefully we’ll be in for an 
entertaining game of rugby. 

 Enjoy the game!

CAPTAIN’S CORNER

“Leith will be 
looking to 
build on decent 
performances”  
Ben Wilkinson
Club Captain



PLAYER PROFILES

How and when did you come to join Leith
DS: Joined Summer 2018, after attending the 
Tartan Touch which was held at Leith Academy.
SB: October this year when Phoebe and I moved 
over from New Zealand. 

What are you enjoying most about playing at 
Leith?
SB: Great bunch of lads, very welcoming. Also 
good social side which has been great after 
coming to a new country. 
DS: Good group of guys at the club and I am 
enjoying playing rugby again. 

What’s the most challenging thing about 
playing at Leith?
SB: Coming straight from the New Zealand 
season it’s been a lot of rugby this year, looking 
forward to a break! 
DS: Putting up with Russell Smith.

If you could be one of your teammates for a 
week....who would it be and why?
DS: Hard one, I think it would have to be Craig 
Smith, to see what it feels like for everyone to 
fall for your dummy every time he does it, and 
to also have the pace to make the break. Would 
be nice to have some pace!
SB: Jon Derrin. With a face like that, who 
wouldn’t??

Which of your teammates is best value/most 
carnage on a night out? 
SB: Dave [Sommerville] here is always good 
value, Sam Patchett is definitely one of the 
sloppiest though.
DS: Yeah, Kiwi Sam, loose.

Tell us something your teammates don’t know 
about you.
DS: I love Fajitas.
SB: I lived in a car parking building for two years 
while I was at uni.

Who was your favourite player growing up? 
DS: Jean Baptiste Elissalde.
SB: Jeff Wilson.

Describe your playing style in no more than 5 
words. 
SB: Workmanlike. 
DS: Loves a tap and Go. (Even when it is 
definitely the wrong option!).

Best moment of your rugby career so far? 
SB: My highlight reel isn’t huge, but the one 
point win over Inverleith before Christmas was 
a big one.
DS: Playing against the Barbarians in 2015 for 
Heriot’s at the 125th Anniversary.

Most embarrassing moment of your rugby 
career so far? 
DS: Playing at Orkney 7s, kicked the ball 
through, chased my kick. Needed to just kick it 
one more time and then try time. No one was 
around me, went to kick the ball completely 
missed the ball and face planted. Everyone, 
including the ref stopped playing to laugh. Got 
dick of the day straight after. 
SB: Probably heading the ball at the start of the 
second half against Penicuik. Also, losing Justin.. 

Who is going to win the 6 Nations? 
DS: I would love Scotland to win, but looks like 
England could go for the ‘slam.
SB: Surely it’s Italys turn? 

What’s the first sporting result you look for 
after a Leith game? 
SB: Hurricanes and Steamers, but I usually get 
them when I wake up!
DS: I look at my old clubs Newton’s result.

The programme this week sat down with two players who joined the club this season, in scrum half 
David Sommerville and second row Sean Bates, to find out a little more about what makes the tick, and 
what they’re making of their new teammates...

PLAYER PROFILES      
Position

Age
First club

Former clubs

Pro team

Scrum Half
24
Newton Stewart, 
8 years old
Newton Stewart, 
Heriots, Napier 
Rugby

Wasps or Saracens

Second Row
25

Marist St Michaels, 
6 years old

Old Boys
University 

Hurricanes; Bay of 
Plenty Steamers

SEAN BATESDAVID SOMMERVILLE



PLAYER PROFILES LEITH RUGBY V TRINITY 12PM ACADEMY PARK

15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

O.Dunko
G.Easdon

W.Tuft
J.Derrin

M.Rea
S.Guesford (c)

R.Grindley
S.Baker 
A.Barr

B.Place
S.Bates

S.Davies
R.Stitt

W.Cook
F.Palin

T.Kes
C.Kerr

D.Keogh
J.Coyle

P.Duncan
J.Sanderman

J. T. Fleky

CORSTORPHINELEITH 2ND XV

15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A.Baxter
T.Nawrocki

C.Smith
C.Williamson

N.Andrews
B.Wilkinson

D.Sommerville
L.McKinney

J.Drummond
P.Haggon
F.Forsyth

N.Paterson
J.Nimmo
C.Winton

S.Wilson (c)
T.Kirkwood
M.Teixeira

M.Crolla
A.Paterson

F.MacNamara
K.Dannfald
R.Marwick

TRINITYLEITH RUGBY

1ST XV 2ND XVPOINTS

1ST XV 2ND XVTRIES

1ST XV 2ND XVASSISTS

F.MacNamara 
A.Baxter 

N.Andrews 
C.Williamson 

G.Easdon 
J.Barker 
W.Cook 
O.Dunko

19
17
17
16

16
14
14 
14

K.Dannfald 
A.Baxter

B.Wilkinson 
R.Marwick

B.Wilkinson
C.Smith
W.Tuft 
S.Guesford

82
75
72
35

50
40
33
31

A.Baxter 
R.Marwick 

A.Paterson
K.Dannfald

C.Smith
M.Allison
W.Tuft
D.Robertson

15
7
6
5

7
6
5 
5

D.Watters
F.MacNamara 

K.Dannfald 
C.Smith 

W.Tuft
J.Derrin
B.Wilkinson
D.Robertson

10
9
8
8

6
4
4
3

1ST XV 2ND XVGAMES

#  TEAM P PTS

01 HAWICK LINDEN (C) 15 72

02 DUNBAR 16 54

03  LANGHOLM 14 48

04 LEITH RUGBY 15 48

05 TRINITY 15 37

TENNENTS EAST 2

CORSTORPHINE COUGARS
12PM | UNION PARK

TENNENTS EAST RESERVE 2

SAT 22 SEPT
EAST 2
TRINITY 20 - 24 LEITH

SAT 25 AUG
EDINBURGH SHIELD
TRINITY 12 - 7 LEITH

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

LEITH LAST FIVE

TRINITY LAST FIVE

W

L

W

L

NEXT UP

ED UNI MEDICS V LEITH
SAT 2 MAR | 3PM | PEFFERMILL

TENNENTS EAST 2

LEITH V EDINBURGH ACCIES BLUES
SAT 2 MAR  | 2PM | ACADEMY PARK

TENNENTS EAST RESERVE 2

SEAN BATES



THE HOME OF
SCOTTISH
BREWING

DUNBAR


