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Pwllheli finish 
season in style!
Pwllheli’s senior teams rounded off the 2014-15 
season with two cup final wins and the Division One 
North title presentation at Eirias Park

The first team overcame Bro Ffestiniog by 19-6 in 
the Senior Plate Final whilst the 2nds were victorious 
against Llangefni in the 2nd XV League Cup Final.
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Welcome to the latest issue of The Oval Zone.

As we approach the end of the season and the league titles are all 
decided, it’s time for the Cup Finals to take centre stage. There is so 
much going on in the final two or three weeks of the season, it does 
beg the question of whether some of these finals could, or should, 
be played a bit earlier.

However, you can be sure that The Oval Zone will get to as many 
games as possible and, if not, we’re pinning our hopes on all you 
great photographers and scribes out there to keep us up-to-date.
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door. The magazine will be by subscription and you see below how 
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We’ll be putting together a ‘Special’ to celebrate all the achieve-
ments of 2014-15 and this should be out towards the end of May.
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NEWS - all the latest news from North/Mid Wales
Thursday, 9th April, 2015

Rupert Moon becomes patron 
for Tenovus Cancer Care
Former Wales rugby international Rupert Moon has 
been appointed patron of a major cancer charity.

The 47-year-old general manager of Rygbi Gogledd 
Cymru, based at Colwyn Bay’s Parc Eirias, has been 
given the role of patron at Tenovus Cancer Care due 
to his ongoing support for the cause.

He said: “It’s an honour to have been made a patron 
for Tenovus Cancer Care.

“I’ve supported the charity for over 20 years and try to 
do all that I can in terms of giving up time to promote 
all of the good work it does.

“I’ve really enjoyed my involvement so far and here’s 
to plenty more.”

Throughout two decades of support Mr Moon has 
aided the charity in a number of fundraising events 
including bucket collecting for Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month, singing with the Llandudno sing with 
us choir and hosting the annual St Asaph Lovelight 
Christmas concert.

He will now be joining other patrons such as HRH the 
Princess Royal and comedian Rob Brydon in raising 
the profile of the charity and of the work carried out to 
help cancer patients and their loved ones.

Claudia McVie, chief executive at Tenovus Cancer 

Care, said: “We couldn’t be happier to welcome 
Rupert to our Tenovus Cancer Care community.

“Having the support of someone who has achieved 
so much in his career, and is greatly respected by the 
Welsh public, is fantastic. 

“We’ve got plenty of exciting things coming up in the 
future and hope he will have fun getting involved.”

For more information on Tenovus Cancer Care 
contact 0808 808 1010 or visit 
www.tenovuscancercare.org.uk.

Thursday, 9th April, 2015

Caernarfon Girls U15 40 v Nant 
Conwy Girls U15 19
Match report and picture can be found elsewhere in 
this issue of The Oval Zone.

Saturday, 10th April, 2015

Match results for North and 
Mid Wales clubs
WRU Championship
Newbridge 7 v RGC 47

North Wales Intermediate Cup Semi Final
Harlech 22 v Flint 12

WRU Division One North
Bethesda 23 v Nant Conwy 22 (+1)
Bro Ffestiniog 12 v Dolgellau 22
Caernarfon 17 (+1) v Pwllheli 20
COBRA 16 v Bala 6
Llandudno 70 (+1) v Denbigh 3
Ruthin 32 (+1) v Mold 17

WRU Division Two North
Llangefni 48 (+1) v Wrexham 0
Newtown 3 v Colwyn Bay 38 (+1)
Rhyl 10 v Menai Bridge 37 (+1)
Shotton Steel 5 v Machynlleth 33 (+1)

NEWS ....
WRU Division Three North
Benllech 82 (+1) v Porthmadog 10
Holyhead 12 v Rhos 5 (+1)
Llangollen 35 (+1) v Bangor 18
Llanidloes 46 (+1) v Welshpool 13

North Wales 2nd XV League
Caernarfon 2nds v Pwllheli 2nds
Llangefni 2nds 7 v Bala 2nds 36
Ruthin 2nds v Mold 2nds

North Wales Youth Division One
Bala 50 (+1) v Colwyn Bay 10
Llangefni 31 (+1) v Wrexham 7
Mold 13 v Denbigh 29 (+1)
Pwllheli 10 v Caernarfon 0
Ruthin 54 (+1) v COBRA 0

North Wales Youth Division Two
Bethesda 21 v Welshpool 12 (+1)
Bro Ffestiniog v Shotton Steel
Llandudno 56 v Llanidloes 21
Newtown v Bangor

WRU Division One West Central
Builth Wells 15 v Cwmllynfell 8

WRU Division Two West
Llanybydder 10 v Aberystwyth 13

WRU Division Three East D
Rhayader 0 v Trefyclawdd 46

Pembrokeshire Youth Cup Semi-Final
Aberystwyth 25 v Pembroke 15

Sunday, 11th April, 2015

Date and venue announced for 
North Wales 2nd XV Cup Final
It was announced that the final would be between 
Pwllheli 2nds and Llangefni 2nds on 25th Aprtil, 2015 
at Parc Eirias.

The final preceded the RGC 1404 v Pontypool fixture 
which kicked off at 2.30pm. 

Sunday, 11th April, 2015

                              Nant Chairman 
   injured whilst 
   cycling to match
   at Bethesda
                                    Neil Pringle injured on way to
   Bethesda.

All of the very best wishes were extended to the 
Chairman of Clwb Rygbi Nant Conwy who had 
fractured his leg in three places after colliding with 
a vehicle on the A5 yesterday whilst cycling to the 
Bethesda v Nant Conwy Division 1 League match. 

Please send all your news, 
pictures and match reports 
to gwcymru1@aol.com

Picture below: Ruthin 2nds v Mold 2nds - 
picture kindly supplied by Andy Edwards



NEWS
Sunday, 12th April, 2015

Wales Deaf beat England Deaf
Wales Deaf made it four wins in a row over England 
as they triumphed 20-8 at Moseley’s Billesley Com-
mon ground. Included in the Welsh side was Rob 
Mills from Builth Wells RFC.

Monday, 13th  April, 2015

Ospreys A 26 v Sale Sharks A 17
A great coup for rugby in the North Wales as two of 
the best sides in the UK staged an ‘A’ game at Parc 
Eirias.

The Ospreys ‘A’ team scored 20 unanswered second 
half points, including three tries, to secure a deserved 
win over Sale A at Parc Eirias in Colwyn Bay on 
Monday night.

The first came from the experienced Richard Fussell 
before teenagers Tom Williams and Joe Thomas 
crossed the whitewash. Joel Matavesi, younger 
brother of Josh, added 11 points with his boot.

Picture below kindly supplied by Alan Skeates.

Buddugoliaeth fawr i ferched Pwllheli heddiw Curo 
Penlan 48-0 Maent rwan yn gwynebu Watstown yn y 
rownd cyn derfynol.

Congratulations to Pwllheli Ladies who defeated 
Penlan 48-0 to progress in the Super Cup. Next up 
are Wattstown Ladies.

Sunday, 12th April, 2015

Pwllheli Ladies win in Super Cup
Rupert Moon with Olly Cracknell

NEWS

Wrexham Under-15’s pictured on their 
recent tour to Dunvant RFC.

Saturday, 18th April

North Wales referee in charge 
of Welsh Youth Cup Final
Congratulations to Dylan Llyr-Jones, one of North 
Wales’ referees who took charge of the Welsh Youth 
Cup Final at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff.

Dylan is pictured above before the game. Picture 
kindly supplied by Mervyn Picton.

Sunday, 19th April

Wrexham Under-9’s finish 
season unbeaten
A great achievement by the youngsters in Wrexham 
as they completed the 2014-15 season unbeaten. 
Pictured right is CJ who capped a great season by 
scoring 50 tries.

Sunday, 19th April

Robin McBryde at COBRA
North Walian, WRU Forwards coach, Robin McBryde 
put the COBRA youngsters through their paces at a 
coaching sessions at Cae COBRA.

As part of the lead-up to the National Eisteddfod, 
Robin McBryde, Welsh national forwards coach,  took  
a session which ivolved the Under 13, 14, 15 and 16 
teams from COBRA. 

Sponsored by Menter Iaith Maldwyn, an organisation 
that promotes the Welsh language in Montgomery-
shire through, a variety of activities and events, the 
session was undertaken in the Welsh language.

Sunday, 19th April

Dolgellau U16 unbeaten and 
win Llanidloes Festival
A tremendous performance by the youngsters from 
Dol as they score 138 points in four games with no 
points against: Dolgellau 19-v-0 Builth Wells; Dolgel-
lau 50-v-0 Welshpool; Dolgellau 43-v-0 Llanidloes;  
Dolgellau 26-v-0 Builth Wells (final). Picture overleaf



Saturday, 18th April, 2015

Results round-up
WRU Championship
Merthyr 27 v RGC 21 +1

WRU North Wales Division One
Bala 12 v Bro Ffestiniog 7 +1
Denbigh 5 v Bethesda 32 +1
Dolgellau 7 v Llandudno 18
Mold 11 +1 v Caernarfon 15
Nant Conwy 45 +1 v Ruthin 18
Pwllheli 76 +1 v COBRA 3

WRU North Wales Division Two
Colwyn Bay 17 +1 v Abergele 19
Harlech 51 +1 v Shotton Steel 17
Menai Bridge 3 v Llangefni 46 +1

WRU North Wales Division Three
Llanidloes 97 +1 v Holyhead 8
Porthmadog 8 v Benllech 5 +1
Rhos 7 v Llangollen 42 +1

Clwyd Plate Semi Final
Flint 2nds 59 v Rhyl 2nds 19

North Wales Youth Cup Semi Final
Nant Conwy Youth 55 v Denbigh Youth 0

North Wales Youth Plate Quarter Final
Caernarfon 29 v Newtown 12

NEWS

North Wales Youth Division One
Ruthin 53 v Llangefni 0

North Wales Youth Division Two
Llanidloes 54 v Bro Ffestiniog 7

WRU Division One West Central
Kenfig Hill 44 v Builth Wells 27

WRU Division Two West
Aberystwyth 26 v Pontarddulais 32

WRU Division East Central C
Cathays 14 v Llandrindod Wells 26

WRU Division 3 East D
Abersychan 23 v Rhayader 17 +1
Malpas 22 v Trefyclawdd 17 +1

Dolgellau U16 pictured after winning the Llanidloes Festival - Picture by Joanne Roberts

Pictured above are the victorious Llanidloes team 
after receiving the Division 3 North trophy from Alwyn 
Jones, North Wales’ WRU Director. With one game to 
go, Llanidloes will be looking to finish their season in 
style and remain unbeaten.

Llanidloes win Division 3
Wednesday, 22nd April

Nant close gap on Pwllheli
A comprehensive victory by Nant as they closed the 
gap at the top of the table to just four points after win-
ning 0-43 at already-relegated Denbigh. This result 
leaves Nant with two away games (Llandudno and 
COBRA) and Pwllheli with an away game at Bro to 
complete their fixtures.

Wednesday night results:
WRU Division One North
Denbigh 0 v Nant Conwy 43 +1

North Wales 2nd XV League
Nant Conwy 2nds 105 v Denbigh 2nds 0

North Wales Youth Division One
Mold 12 v Colwyn Bay 7

Ruthin U10 pictured after their game against Old Wesley - Picture by Andy Edwards

Thursday/Friday, 23/24 April

Ruthin 2nds reach final of 
Clwyd Cup
Thursday night result:
North Wales Youth Division One
Ruthin 5 v Denbigh 5

Friday night results:
Clwyd Cup Semi-Final
Ruthin 2nds 38 v Abergele 2nds 24
North Wales Youth Division Two
Bethesda 5 v Newtown 22
Pembrokeshire Youth Cup Final
Crymych 41 v Aberystwyth 12
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NEWS 

Wrexham U9 below were unbeaten during the season - Picture by Chris Wright

Saturday, 25th April, 2015

Results round-up
WRU Championship
RGC 6 +1 v Pontypool 7

WRU Division One North
Bro Ffestiniog 5 v Pwllheli 25 +1
Llandudno 3 v Nant Conwy 17

WRU Division Two North
Abergele 54 +1 v Newtown 0
Harlech 43 +1 v Menai Bridge 0
Machynlleth 28 +1 v Shotton Steel 22 +1

WRU Division Three North
Holyhead 0 v Flint 90 +1
Llanidloes 31 +1 v Benllech 0
Welshpool 32 +1 v Porthmadog 0

North Wales Youth Division Two
Llanidloes 0 v Llandudno 52 +1

WRU West Central One
Builth Wells 12 v Skewen 29

WRU West Two
Aberystwyth 74 +1 v Llandeilo 19

WRU East Central Three C
Llandrindod 0 v Ynysowen 52

WRU East Three D
Rhayader 7 v Malpas 24
Trefyclawdd 14 v Newport Saracens 54

Saturday, 25th April, 2015

Pwllheli win North Wales 
Division One title in nailbiter
After being close runners up in last two seasons 
Pwllheli finally clinched the title with a bonus point 
win at Bro,

Second placed Nant made a gallant attempt to stay in 
contention but were denied a bonus point by a superb 
defensive effort by Llandudno who were reduced to 
twelve men at one stage in the second half.

Pwllheli scored four tries in their 27-5 victory at Bro 
after trailing 5-3 at half time.Their fourth bonus point 
and title winning try was scored in the dying minutes.

Nant scored three tries in their 17-3 win at Llandudno 
(HT 7-3) and were unable to breach a resolute Tudno 
defence to clinch a fourth try to give them a bonus 
point and the opportunity of snatching the title with a 
bonus point win at Cobra in their final game on 4th 
May. 

The men from Lleyn should be very proud of their 
achievement and the North Wales rugby fraternity 
offer heartiest congratulations and salute the 
Champions.

Ruthin U15 team which played Nant Conwy recently - Picture by Andy Edwards

Tuesday, 28th April, 2015

Bethesda beat Bro to finish 
third in Div One table
WRU Division One North
Bro Ffestiniog 14 v Bethesda 34 +1 BP

Bethesda rounded off their season with an impressive 
away win at previously-relegated Bro Ffestiniog.

Thursday, 29th April, 2015

Llanidloes Youth take bragging 
rights in Mid Wales derby
North Wales Youth Division Two
Llanidloes 22 v Welshpool 7

Saturday, 2nd May, 2015

Results - Llangefni win 
Division Two Title in style
North Wales Senior Plate Final - Eirias Park
Pwllheli 19 v Bro Ffestiniog 6

WRU Championship - RGC 87 +1 v Newbridge 7

2nd XV League Cup Final - Eirias Park
Llangefni 2nds 12 v Pwllheli 2nds 17

WRU North Wales Division Two
Llangefni 72 +1 v Harlech 0
Machynlleth 20 +1 v Colwyn Bay 25

WRU North Wales Division Three
Welshpool 35 +1 v Holyhead 5

WRU Division Three East D
Newport Saracens 15 v Tref y Clawdd 10+1

North Wales Youth Cup Semi Final
Llandudno 24 v Caernarfon 10

Llangefni RFC are celebrating their return to Division 
One North after amassing a fantastic 950 points dur-
ing their promotion-winning season.

On Saturday, Llangefni made sure of the Division 
Two North title with yet another impressive perform-
ance and scoreline, this time 72-0 against Harlech.

Llangefni have scored 950 points in the league this 
season, averaging 53 points per game, with just 137 
points against, an average of eight per game.



Glyn Ceiriog RFC came under the umbrella of Llang-
ollen RFC in 2009, 12 months after they formed, after 
the WRU requested they must find a parent club to 
support their junior set up. 

Now firmly established as Llangollen and Glyn 
Ceiriog RFC the club has gone from strength to 
strength and the junior section is soon to move to a 
new home pitch at Dol Ty Brith, in Glyn Ceiriog. 

The club have had to raise £35,000 in order to make 
the switch, while Llangollen’s senior team, who 
currently play in Division Three of the North Wales 
Rugby League, will continue to be based at their 
Tower Field ground. 

“It came about when four of five ex-Llangollen players 
decided to set up their own club,” Llangollen head 
coach Ian Morris said. “They set up the juniors and 
the hope was to have a senior team in Glyn. 

“Then the Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) in Cardiff 
began asking a few questions and said Glyn Ceiriog 
could continue but would have to join up with an 
existing club so that’s where the merger happened. 
They would be our junior section with both clubs 
wearing each others badges. 

“We’ve had lots of support from parents and coaches 
and it’s been a match made in heaven really. The 

Special Feature

Llangollen and Glyn Ceiriog 
- a match made in heaven

club continues to go from strength to strength under 
the banner of Llangollen and Glyn Ceiriog RFC.” 

The future certainly does look bright for the club, who 
have recently applied for senior status with the WRU 
which would ensure the club receives additional fund-
ing from the sport’s governing body, which they hope 
will help to close the gap on the bigger clubs in the 
area such as Mold and Wrexham. 

The move to Dol Ty Brith will also enable the junior 
teams to have a full-sized pitch. 

“Glyn’s football club folded and their pitch hasn’t been 
in use so we applied to use it,” Morris said. 

“We’ve been playing on a primary school pitch before 
now so this allows the juniors to have a proper sized 
facility. We contacted the WRU and it was feasible 
and we’ve now got a first-class pitch. 

“Llangollen senior team will play a couple of home 
games there next season too. It’s about helping to 
attract and promote the juniors progressing to the 
senior team. 

“But we now have two full-sized pitches available to 
us which is of obviously benefit and we hope some of 
our former young players may come back. 

“The junior set up now has teams from U8s through 
to U13s but the hope is they will go through the ages 
and eventually graduate into senior rugby. Our fututre 
is certainly very bright.” 

The new Dol Ty Brith pitch was opened on May 9 with 
an exhibition match between Glyn Ceiriog Barbarians 
and Llangollen. 

This report first appeared in the Wrexham Leader.

Anglo-Welsh Junior Festival at Wrexham
Another very successfull Anglo-Welsh Junior Festival 
took place recently at Wrexham.

Thanks to Chris Wright for kindly supplying the 
pictures.

U7s - Mold won. Nant Conwy 2nd
U8s - Mold won this with Nant Conwy second
U9s - Bethesda beat Liverpool Collegiate in the final 
after some tremendously tough games in the group.
U10s - 
U11s - Mold won the U11s
U12s - Mold won the U12s



Following report kindly supplied by Will Morecombe

RGC made their second trip of the season to New-
bridge on Saturday - on the previous occasion the 
game was called off by the referee less than half an 
hour before kick off due to a frozen pitch - and came 
away from the Welfare Ground with a well deserved 
bonus point victory. 

In spite of South Wales having received a drench-
ing overnight the pitch was in perfect condition and 
seemingly ideal for RGC’s attacking style of play and 
yet for the opening 15 minutes pretty much all the 
Rugby was played by the home side and they were 
rewarded for their efforts when they opened the scor-
ing with a try touched down close to the RGC posts 
and duly converted to give them an early 7-0 lead. 

As the half wore on so RGC came more and more 
into the game and their first try came from fiery 
hooker Evan Yardley who barged over from 5 metres 
out. With James Lang missing the conversion the half 
time score was 7-5 to the home side. 

The second half was to prove to be almost one way 
traffic and the first of RGC’s 6 tries scored came from 
Harri Evans, after his centre partner Danny Cross 
had hacked through a loose Newbridge pass it was 
he who was the quickest to pounce on the bouncing 
ball and cross the whitewash. Shortly afterwards 

full-back Afon Bagshaw scored the first of his brace 
of tries when he showed great speed to outpace the 
home defence from the half-way line. 

By now the RGC pack was completely in the ascend-
ancy, and it was thus no surprise when it was the 
visitors who scored both theirs and the halves 3rd try, 
this time from right-wing Tiaan Loots following great 
work from skipper Kelvin Davies. 

Although with 15 minutes left Bagshaw had a try 
ruled out for having put a foot in touch, less than 2 
minutes later RGC scored their 5th try of the half 
when 18 year old flanker Will Bryan scored his first 
senior try. Any disappointment felt by Bagshaw was 
soon alleviated when he went over for his second 
and the sides 7th try in total to complete the scoring. 
With fly-half James Lang adding the extras to all the 
second half tries the final score was 47 points to 7 in 
RGC’s favour. 

This was a massive improvement on last week’s 
defeat at Bridgend Athletic and means that the side 
can look forward with confidence to next Saturday’s 
game at Merthyr, the result of which looks as if it will 
have a big say as to who comes third in this season’s 
Championship. 

Saturday, 11th April, 2015:

Newbridge 7 v RGC 47
Emphatic win for the Gogs on the road

RGC left Merthyr on Saturday evening disappointed 
not to have claimed a league double over the Iron-
men and thus almost certainly secure 3rd place in 
this seasons Championship. 

Having a strong win behind them and a set-piece 
scrum that had the home side on the back foot from 
the outset there is no doubt that the North Walians 
would have felt that a 9-8 half-time lead in no way 
reflected their territorial superiority. Fly-half James 
Lang’s early long-range penalty attempt fell short but 
he soon made amends with a more straightforward 
attempt from closer to the Merthyr posts. 

Although Merthyr levelled things up with a 3 pointer 
of their soon afterwards, Lang was able to extend 
the visitors lead to 6 points with 2 further penalties. 
With full-back Afon Bagshaw dealing comfortably 
with the aerial bombardment Merthyr sought to place 
him under and Lang kicking well to the home sides 
corners it looked as if RGC would end the first half 
with a comfortable albeit narrow lead. 

However with under five minutes on the clock for the 
half an attempted pass that in all probability wasn’t 
on, was picked up by the home side on the half-way 
line and their number 8 , Tom Daley,rumbled over the 
RGC try line to make the half-time score 9-8. 

Playing into the wind in the second half RGC knew 
that it was important to get off to a good start and yet 
the exact opposite happened when a loose pass was 
hacked through by Merthyr Hooker, Sam Evans, who 
followed up his own kick to score under the posts. 
With the conversion added Merthyr now had a 15-9 
lead. 

Straight from the kick-off RGC roared back when 
replacement prop Leon Crump gathered the re-
start before throwing an outrageous dummy that 
completely bamboozled the Merthyr defence, before 
releasing giant second-row Shaun O’Rourke who 
galloped over the whitewash from over 30 metres 
out. Although Lang was unable to add the conversion 
- what in normal circumstances would have been a 
routine kick was blown back by the wind - he was 
successful five minutes later when O’Rouke scored 
his second following a break by Afon Bagshaw. 

Thus RGC ended the final quarter with a 21-15 lead 
and seemingly every chance of gaining a valuable 
away win. Unfortunately it was not to be. Pressure on 
a defensive lineout led to a 3rd try for the home side 
and their lead was extended further when fly-half Dan 
Gunther spotted a gap in the RGC defence to score 
their 4th. 

Try as they might, and although Wales 18 starlet 
Rhun Williams - making his senior debut off the 
bench - and flying winger Tiaan Loots both came 
close, RGC could not make the break that might lead 
to a winning score and when they were penalised 
close to the half-way line Gunther kicked the ball into 
touch to confirm the home side’s win. 

Thanks to Rupert Moon and Phil Hen for supplying 
the pictures on the Newvbridge/Merthyr reports.

Saturday, 18th April, 2015:

Merthyr 27 v RGC 21
Gogs second-best at Merthyr



Following report kindly supplied by Scott Lawson

RGC were once again left with as “what could have 
been feeling” in the 7-6 defeat against Pontypool at 
Eirias.

Assistant Coach Josh Leach was left frustrated in 
the defeat “We knew when the rain came down the 
match would be dictated by the error count, defence 
and the team that controlled the kicking game. We 
defended well and at periods kicked the ball well but 
we failed to convert the back field at the kick return. 
Our penalty count was far too high, especially as the 
referee was sharp with the whistle today.”

The player/coach went on to say “At times we made 
the wrong decisions which led to mistakes – Harri 
Evans dropping the interception was a turning point 
in the first half. Overall it was a frustrating day”

The opening 40 minutes was low in score but high in 
tempo with both teams putting in a physical effort in 

the first half. Pontypool started with real intent with 
the forwards pushing the RGC pack back onto their 
line. 

The first of many yellows was given to Poolers Jamie 
Edwards before it was 14 men a piece with Shaun 
O’Rourke sin binned for the Gogs.

RGC were looking dangerous on the break with 
Harri Evans getting the crowd going with one of his 
trademark runs, before Afon Bagshaw and Andrew 
Williams making a 60 yard break.

The Gogs were beginning to win the arm wrestle at 
the scrum as both sides continued to gain advantage 
on the scoreboard.

Tom Hancock has an opportunity to get some points 
on the board but he pulled the penalty wide of the 

Saturday, 25th April, 2015:

RGC 6 v Pontypool 7
RGC fall just short against Pooler again

posts. RGC were 
given another yellow 
when Tiaan was sin 
binned.

In a breath taking 
couple of minutes 
Rhun Williams made 
a brilliant chase to 
tackle Ashley Norton 
before making another 
great tackle. Kelvin 
Davies then took on 
fly-half duties with a 
kick that ended up 
in Bagshaw’s hands 
before the winger was 
tackled.

James Lang then got 
the first points on the 
board with a penalty 
to make it 3-nil.

The best opportunity of the half fell to Harri Evans, 
but the centre couldn’t intercept a stray pass and he 
knocked on with the treeline in his sites.

The 2nd half started better for RGC as they had more 
phases in the opening 5 minutes than they did in the 
whole of the 1st half. Lang attempted a drop goal but 
it edged wide. Pontypool’s fly-half missed a couple 
of penalty attempts himself as the game became a 
loose in midfield.

The only try of the game went to Pooler and it was 
the pack that won it by driving towards the RGC line 
before the pick and go to get over. Hancock’s boot hit 
the conversion.

RGC needed to get a hold of the game and build 
on what they do best, using the ball and making the 
runs at the right time, but it just wasn’t happening for 
them. Harri Evans, Evan Yardley and Kelvin Davies 
all broke the gainline with certain success but it just 
wasn’t followed up in the support play.

The referees whistle was going in the south Walians 
favour, and it was key that the Gogs kept their disci-

pline as any penalty given away was giving Pontypool 
an advantage to keep the ball in the RGC half.

Pontypool were reduced to 14 men when Derryn 
Jones was yellow carded, and Lang reduced the 
arrears to 6-7 with another penalty and the Gogs 
needed to get the ball back and get some momentum 
going in attack. 

At times it felt as if RGC were kicking in the wrong 
places when they could have kept the ball in hand 
and work their way up the field by keeping the ball 
in hand. As the clock ticked down the game and 
opportunities petered out for RGC, as Pontypool 
managed to keep kicking the ball behind the RGC 
backs to make sure they game was played in the 
home sides half.

On the final whistle frustrations boiled over and 
captain Kelvin Davies was yellowed whilst the visitors 
celebrated a tight fought victory.

Just two games left for RGC to complete their 
fixtures: May 2nd v Newbridge (H) and May 9th v 
Champions Bargoed away.



Following report kindly supplied by Scott Lawson.

It was a Bank Holiday bonanza of tries for RGC 
with the Gogs running in 13 tries in their final home 
game of the season and their biggest points tally of 
of season.

The opening 10 minutes went to Newbridge as they 
tested the Gogs defence, but couldn’t breach the line. 
Credit to the RGC defence who worked hard to keep 
the visitors out and the work paid off when Tiaan 
Loots went over for the try in the home sides first 
spell of attack.

Cam Davies was beginning to control the game bring 
the backline more into the play and after a big scrum 
and a big run from Tallis Karaitiana led to an Andrew 
Williams try.

Harri Evans then scored to brilliant individual tries 
when on both occasions ran from the halfway line to 
outpace and outstep the Newbridge defence to the 
delight of the Eirias crowd. The boot of Lang added 
the extras.

Soon after Newbridge picked up a try with scrum half 
Ashley Goode running in under the posts from Keiron 
Meek to convert and give the Gogs a wakeup call.

Shaun O’ Rourke was next to go close, after some 
good football skills to kick the ball ahead but a New-
bridge boot on the line stopped the try.

The try did arrive after a cheeky chip from Cam Dav-
ies behind the defence gave Loots the touchdown 

Saturday, 2nd May, 2015:

RGC 87 v Newbridge 7
Try-fest for Gogs in last home game

with Lang kicking the 2 points.

It was wave after wave of attack in the 2nd half, 
with Harri Evans and James Lang combining to give 
Danny Cross the ball to run in for the score. James 
Lang hit another conversation.

James Lang was having an impressive game with the 
boot and hand, and he made an impressive steal to 
set up another attack.

The scoreboard kept on ticking with O’Rourke and 
Richard Hopkins getting the tries and for a 5 minute 
spell Shaun O’Rourke was looking impressive on the 
wing. Afon Bagshaw then improvised by trapping a 
kick with his foot before picking it up and charging 

over beating 2 players in the tackle to make it try 
number 10.

Leon Crump and Tallis Karaitiana scored before 
Tiaan Loots got his hatrick on the final whistle and 
substitute Rhodri Carlton-Jones kicking his 5th 
conversion.

The effort from the players was 2nd to none from the 
kick off as they chased everything down when they 
didn’t have the ball, and when they did have it the 
made sure they kept the phases going which enabled 
them to score the 13 tries. It also showed that the 
players are really on their game they create a great 
amount of opportunities and can convert them.

North Walian Joe Jones selected
for Wales U20s for the Junior World 
Championship tournament
North Walian Joe Jones is celebrating after earning his place in 
Wales under-20s squad for this summer’s Junior World Champion-
ship.

Blues and Cardiff prop Jones, who hails from Mold and has spent 
time on permit at North Wales representative side RGC, will be 
part of the 28 man squad for the Junior tournament in Italy from 
June 2-20 as Wales take on France, England and Japan..





Following report kindly supplied by Eifion Harding.

Its rare to see two teams coached by the same per-
son doing battle and on this occasion it was the least 
experienced of the two squads who triumphed. 

The match was a credit to all who took to the field 
and who gave their all throughout a feat that should 
ensure a promising future for girls and ladies rugby 
here in North Wales.

The home side had the best possible start with a 
Holly Jones break putting the Cofis on the front 
foot. Continued pressure led to a spilt ball that lively 
scrumhalf Sophie Ellis was able capitalise on to 
breakthrough and score. 

The tackling of Chloe Jones was a revelation from 
the off and halted many of Nant’s attacks at base. 
Cleaner possession and more time on the ball al-
lowed the Cofis to dominate with another Holly Jones 
break this time resulting in her crossing the try line to 
extend the lead. Nant finally woke from their apparent 
slumber and began to make inroads with good car-
ries from Lea Thomas, Cari Jones and brave fullback 
Angharad Butler. 

However the Cofis had standoff Alice Williams in 
fine tackling mode and she was able to thwart most 
attacks. A combination of Sally Murray and Ruby 
Roberts nearly put Dominique Jones through to raise 
Nant’s spirits. However their failure to record points 
when in the danger zone was soon regretted when 
Cofi winger Jodie Cain, on collecting her first pass 

Caernarfon Girls U15 40 v
Nant Conwy Girls U15 19

set off on a 60 meter touchline run that out-foxed all 
would-be tacklers to score a fine individual try.

Heledd Roberts competed with her usual gusto to 
give Nant a new found belief and on the stroke of half 
time gained their just reward when Non Pyrs picked 
up at the base of a scrum and secured a deserved 
five pointer for the visitors. The conversion was 
missed whilst Amy Roberts had been successful with 
two of Caenarfon’s three to give a halftime score of 
19 points to 5.

Early second half pressure and direct running saw 
Lea Thomas outstrip the defence to score a well 
worked try that brought Nant back into contention 
together with Heledd Roberts’s conversion. There 
appeared a stalemate for a period before Martha 
Morgan took a quick short penalty and was able to 
power over from close range. 

With everyone having given their all the speed of 
Holly Jones was the required ingredient to unlock 
the stubborn Nant defence one more time to extend 
the home side’s lead. An immensely impressive 
debut display was offered by Erin Allen in Caernarfon 
colours whilst Nant’s scrumhalf Llinos Williams was a 
competitive, all action force throughout. 

Youngster Mari Thomas also proved that there 
was an old head on young shoulders and will soon 
become a force to be reckoned with in the depths of 
the front row and with ball in hand.

Nant’s rampaging second row Mali Williams was in 

support to finish off a good attacking move that saw 
her race clear from distance to score by the posts to 
grant Heledd Roberts yet another conversion. 

However the final word rested with the home team 
when both props got in on the act, Ffion Morris driv-
ing through the midfield until halted and solid tackling 
loose head Cari Griffiths then succeeding to power 

over in the corner following her angled run. Amy 
Roberts succeeded to convert all three of Caernar-
fon’s second half tries to record a final score of 40 
points to 19.

Cenin Eifion as coach of both sets of girls could not 
have been prouder since the standard shown was 
way beyond what the touchline crowd had expected.

Nant Conwy U18 Girls 36 v Carmarthen Quins U18 Girls 0
Following report kindly supplied by EIfion Harding.

Both teams can only be complemented for the com-
mitment shown throughout this pulsating encounter 
with Nant’s more direct running forward play finally 
paving the way for others to seek gaps in the rear-
guard of their visitors to finally establish a command-
ing lead. 

The opening exchanges were indicative of what 
was to follow, being all action end to end rugby with 
no quarter being. Nant were in the ascendancy 
regarding territory with numerous individuals going 
close before centre Lea Royle was finally able to 
free herself from the clutches of would be tacklers to 
ground in the corner.

The Quins responded with a period of pressure of 
their own coming close to equalising when using 
lineout drives to gain a foot hold in the danger zone. 
However the defence held firm and with hooker 
Chloe Jones popping up everywhere and distributing 
the ball effectively debutant back rower Alice Williams 
broke through the cover and extended her stride 
to score a fine individual try from at least thirty five 
meters. The first half therefore came to a close with 
the match finely poised at ten points to nil in Nant’s 
favour.

The elements changed a little in the second half with 
a stronger wind favouring Nant and this aided to 
contain their opponents although they endeavoured 
to gain territory by kicking out of defence. However 

the fielding of fullback Leah Mair was exemplary and 
her counter attacking was the catalyst to raise home 
spirits once again. Teleri Wyn and Chloe Jones burst 
through before recycled ball found standoff Sioned 
Phillips poised to bisect the defence and claim 
another decisive five pointer that she herself was also 
able to add to with a straightforward conversion. 

The next score would obviously be decisive and try 
as they may the Quins were unable to penetrate the 
solid defensive wall that would have brought them 
richly deserved points. In contrast a little reshuffling 
saw Elen Williams revert to a more accustomed 
centre role and her break nearly took her to the line 
before a timely offload found flanker Lidia Jones in 
support to collect and dive over and with the added 
conversion the game was taken out of Quins reach.

Scarlet prop Gwenllian Pyrs who had performed with 
aplomb throughout was next to capitalise on a short 
penalty charge, picking up and driving towards the 
corner flag from distance to record a fine individual 
try. 

Direct from the restart the ball was fielded by Leah 
Mari Roberts and from well within her own half she 
sprinted clear towards the try line and succeeded to 
ground beyond the whitewash with the encouraging 
crowd having supported her all the way. Sioned Phil-
lips stepped up to slot the final conversion to bring 
a highly entertaining, competitive and cleanly fought 
encounter to a close.



Girls rugby the winner as Nant Conwy take on 
Eccles at U13, U15 and U18

Another great afternoon of rugby from these three 
different age groups. Report kindly supplied by Eifion 
Harding.

To the impartial viewer at Pant Carw the afternoon 
provided as fine a display of fully committed rugby as 
you could wish to see from the three age groups on 
view. Every game was so keenly contested with each 
and every point fought for with unrivalled determina-
tion.

Nant Conwy Under 13’s 60 v Eccles Under 13’s 40
Four ten minute sessions of all out action with Nant’s 
extra pace being the deciding factor. Nant’s top try 
scorer was Dominique Jones with 5 followed by 2 
from Mari Thomas and one apiece from Elliw Jones, 
Angharad Butler, Carwen Williams, Mared Williams 
and Modlen Alun. Some of the Nant girls, on a rota 
basis, also assisted Eccles in order to balance the 
numbers with Elliw Jones to much amusement scor-
ing for both teams. 

Nant Conwy Under 15’s 24 v Eccles Under 15’s 26
The intensity and ferocity shown here was an eye 
opener from the start with pace and power prominent 
on both sides. Some decisive points, sadly for the 
home side, were scored, simply through a lack of 
continued concentration whilst the majority on the 
other hand were ‘top drawer’.

Eccles opened the scoring when the home defence 
were caught napping from a given penalty but Nant 
clawed their way back up field with a fine Alice Wil-
liams break drawing them level.

The combative element was unsurpassed with no 
quarter being given but the pace of Holly Jones, on 
receiving a well timed pass extended Nant’s lead. A 
period of urgency and determination from the likes of 
Ruby and Heledd Roberts and Non Pyrs kept Nant 
on the front foot to grant Alice Williams and Holly 
Jones another try a piece. Heledd converted twice to 
give Nant Conwy 24 points and what appeared at the 
time to be a fairly commanding lead.

Nant, on reflection, were seriously hampered when 
lock Mali Williams, a true unsung hero, was forced 
to leave the field. For from that moment on Eccles 
gained quicker and cleaner ball from rucks and mauls 
to launch more sustained attacks. Their powerful cen-
tre seized the moment to power through the cover to 
ground under the sticks on two occasions, affording 
two easy conversions to draw Eccles back to within 
three points. 

With time running out the impressive Chloe and Holly 
Jones combination nearly brought reward but with 
the engrossed touchline crowd ambling to and fro it 
was the same Eccles clad player that delivered what 

was to be the final nail with yet another determined 
counterattacking run that saw her score out wide and 
bring to a close a truly pulsating encounter.

Nant Conwy Under 18’s 34 v Eccles Under 18’s 31
 It was hardly to be expected that the final match of 
the afternoon would match the previous encounter as 
regards commitment and nail biting expectancy but it 
soon materialised that that would be the case.

Eccles opened brightly, kept possession well and 
soon found themselves two tries ahead, one a touch-
line break and the other a flowing move from the 
back of a scrum. A series of quickly taken penalties 
brought some reward for Nant with livewire scrumhalf 
Sioned Williams finally picking up the loose ball to 
score. Sioned also contributed four points to the total 
with two creditable conversions. 

A lost midfield ball soon resulted in Eccles restoring 
their advantage but much to their annoyance Lea 
Royle popped up from nowhere to complete an attack 
instigated by Gwenllian Pyrs and Teleri Davies’s 
charges.

Having brought themselves back into contention, 
Nant’s lackadaisical last play of the half attitude saw 
Eccles’s swift backline play secure them a fourteen 
point halftime advantage. 

A Chloe Jones effort was cancelled out for a second 
movement early in the second period but Nant 
sustained pressure and the ever improving Gwenllian 
Pyrs lifted home spirits when unstoppable from a 
short penalty charge. Eccles however countered 
quickly with their all skills encompassing scrumhalf 
gliding through to cross the thirty point barrier.

As had been witnessed in the previous encounter 
it was the team in arrears that mounted a sterling 
comeback. Lea Royle once again broke through the 
rearguard to cross the whitewash and when Gwenl-
lian Pyrs repeated her previous feat from yet another 
short penalty charge a grandstand finish was in the 
offering.

Ruby Roberts was a constant gain line breaker whilst 
still being able to provide good recyclable ball but 
the Eccles rearguard, although under pressure, were 
able to find lengthy clearance kicks from any ball that 
came their way. 

However a final counterattack from deep resulted in 
a melee that saw Teleri Davies emerge with ball in 
hand to set off on a solo run that was halted inches 
short of the try line. The advancing onslaught of 
Green jerseys drove over and with baited breath the 
referee signalled a grounding, courtesy of Lea Royle 
to start the expected victorious celebration.

An engrossing afternoon 
of girls rugby had been 
witnessed by all and one 
could not but surmise that a 
number of those represent-
ing both squads will surely 
go on to achieve higher 
honours within the game 
in the near future if they so 
desire.



Women’s Talent ID Day a 
great success
The Talent ID held in the Barn at Eirias proved to be a 
resounding success as women and girls attended from 
near and far.

Chris Williams, WRU Development Officer, put the girls 
through their paces, ably assisted by a great bunch 
of helpers which included coaches and international 
players.

Caroline Spanton, the new WRU Chief of Women’s 
rugby in Wales was very pleased with how the day un-
folded and she will be looking to arrange more of these 
days around the whole of Wales as the search for new 
talent continues. She was also full of praise for all the 
help and support received from the staff at Eirias

Guest speaker for the night was Scrum V touchline 
reporter Phil Steele who presented the the awards. 

Player of the year went to centre Steve ‘Spike’ Boore 
for the second year running.  

This was also the case for Dan Oakley who picked up 
the players player trophy.  

Aled Price picked up the top try scorer trophy as a 
result of his 18 tries.

George Wozencraft was the most improved player 
with Gareth Oakley the best young player. 

The awards were completed with coach Richard 
Watkins picking up the clubman of the year trophy 
after guiding the club to promotion.

Pictured above: top left Gareth Oakley, top right Aled 
Price, bottom right George Wozencroft.

Spa men celebrate 
promotion at Annual 
Awards Dinner
Llandrindod Wells Rugby club held their annual din-
ner following a successful season which saw them 
finish 2nd in the league and secure promotion for 
next season. Report supplied by Llandrindod RFC.

Honours shared at 
Eryri Cup Finals
An excellent evening was held at Clwb Rygbi 
Nant Conwy on Frida evening, 24th April 2015. 

Congratulations to all the teams that took part. 

The results for the final matches were: 
Under 12: NANT CONWY 17 v PWLLHELI 10 
Under 14: BANGOR 24 v BETHESDA 5 and 
Under 16: CAERNARFON 22 v PWLLHELI 17

In the Eryri Schools Final, Under 15, 
Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy 22 v Ysgol Glan y Mor 20

Abergele were over the moon to receive the below 
email from Rugby Canada National Program Man-
ager Gareth Rees: 

I hear from my Welsh spies that the club have gained 
promotion. This is wonderful news and I am happy for 
everyone at the club! 

Canada is proud our Welsh training base will be in 
Div. 1 next year.  We are busy planning for RWC to 
copy Wales and beat the Irish at Millenium on Sept. 
19th!! 

All the best, Gareth

Canadian superstar 
congratulates Abergele



SPECIAL REPORT: REFEREES
Time for all clubs in 
North Wales to start 
supplying more referees
The Oval Zone caught up with Ieuan Williams of the 
North Wales Referees Society and asked him for an 
update on the refereeing situation in the region.

One of the issues that the Society want to bring to 
the attention of all clubs is that they expect all clubs 
to provide at least one referee, and more if that club 
regularly puts out two or more teams.

Another drawback is the amount of North Wales ref-
erees who had to move ‘down south’ to further their 
development and listed some examples:

At Premiership Level:

Gwyn Morris of Porthmadog, a student who went 
South and stayed.  A referee who has performed 
consistently over the years.

Rhys Thomas, another young referee who went 
South to study and continue his professional develop-
ment as far as his refereeing was concerned.  Made 
IRB 7’s Series, and is a Pro 12 official as well as 
performing at Premiership.

Owain Gwynedd Griffiths also of Porthmadog, (it 
must be something in the water!), a good player who 
again went south to study, was unlucky to suffer 
injury as a player and during rehab did a Level One 
course at Colwyn Bay, with a thought of going into 
coaching, but has ended up as a Premiership referee 
and presenter for S4C at major rugby matches.  
Again the same theme, he had to go south to obtain 
the recognition to attain the status he deserves.

A couple of years ago, maybe three, a young man 
from Rhuddlan, Elgan Williams, went to UWIC, 
continued his development at Level Two, promoted to 
Level Three and in one season proved his poten-
tial by moving from Grade 5(p) to Grade One in a 
season.

Also movers down south, Elfyn Roberts of Bala, who 
started with us for a season, got a teaching post in 

Ystyradgynlais, within the season of going down 
South gained promotion to Level Three, and has 
proved himself to be one of the fittest referees in 
Wales.

Also down south is Griff Davies of Llandegfan, who is 
studying at Swansea Uni: and refereeing, hopefully 
he will make the upward progress.

The latest success of this season is the progression 
to Level Three of Dylan Llyr Jones, who so impressed 
the Referee Community Officer that following his 
upgrading was appointed to referee the national 
Youth Cup Final at the Millennium Stadium, and 
did the whole of the Referees Community in Wales 
proud in his performance at that Level, we hope he 
progresses without having to move down south.

Currently we have four level One referees under 
induction.  A number we need to increase.  

Paul Adams is running a Level One course in 
Bethesda in August, and hopefully we will have a 
surge of Level Ones keen to progress.  

It would be very pleasing to see each club 
recruit sufficient Level Ones wishing to 
progress so that the club would be able to 
provide a referee for each team they turn out.

The sad situation and frustration for referees this 
season, is the high number of games cancelled on 
the arranged date, and subsequently at this late 
stage of the season clubs are rushing to complete 
their league fixtures,

WRU Referees 
An integral part of every game of rugby 
played ranging from the international 
stage to community and age grade 
spheres, referees and match officials 
perform the pivotal role in ensuring that 
Wales’s national sport, and arguably chief 
love continues to thrive week in, week out. 
Though the men in the middle may some-
times appear to have a thankless job, the 
vocation of match refereeing offers social, 
health and fitness benefits to the individu-
als who take up these important positions.

Refereeing dictates that you are at the 
heart of the action on the playing field; 
effectively: no referee, no match. This 
fast-paced and challenging role draws 
not only ex-players and coaches into 
the realms of match refereeing but also 
supporters and spectators who want to be 
closer to the action.

Referees require excellent management 
skills and the ability to make crucial deci-
sions under, at times, large amounts of 
pressure. Referees uphold the laws of the 
game not only to guarantee a fair contest 
but also, as in scrummaging, to keep the 
game clean and safe. A sound knowledge 
of the game of rugby and good degree of 
general fitness are also desirable for this 
adrenaline-fuelled and highly rewarding 
role but can be picked up easily enough 
with practice.

The varying levels of refereeing courses 
delivered by the WRU enable prospective 
referees and touch judges to start, or build 
on, the skills necessary to become a bona 
fide, qualified match official. If you relish 
the thought of providing an invaluable 
service to players and supporters alike, 
maintaining your fitness levels within a 
purposeful role and perhaps rising to the 
top of the refereeing rankings, check out 
the refereeing courses online today.



At the end of another momentous season of rugby 
across Wales, it is timely to reflect on how healthy a 
state the officiating of Rugby in Mid and North Wales 
is currently.

Nigel Whitehouse took over the reigns at the Welsh 
Rugby Union Referees department, at the end of 
last season, and had to immediately make plans to 
reorganise their structures to meet the new SWALEC 
Leagues across Wales. 

For us in Mid Wales, it meant that all three new North 
divisions had to be officiated by full level 3 Referee’s, 
as did all the other new Division 3’s across Wales, that 
involved Trefyclawdd, Rhayader and Llandrindod. 

Furthermore, new gradings at level 3 split Referees 
according to league Divisions – 3,2,1,Championship 
and Premiership.

Thankfully, due to the efforts of all our Referees in Mid 
Wales, we as a District have met this new challenge, 
and here are some of our success stories:
Andy Davies, one of Mid Wales’ longest serving and 
loyal Referee’s made further strides in establishing 
himself as a Premiership grade Ref, and also made 
the leap to Assistant Ref at European level. Andy has 
set the standard for all at Mid Wales to aspire to, and 
we hope to see him continue to push on into next 
season.

Hot on his heels is Dewi Philips who established him-
self at Championship level this season, and has made 
a few appearances on Rygbi Pawb. Dewi has great 
potential to reach Premiership and further.

Veterans Steve Buncombe and Carl Hyde are doing 
great work at grade 1, and Carl has been rewarded 
with an AR2 at the Millenium for the SWALEC Cup 
finals.

Establishing themselves and looking to move upward 
from grade 3 are Tom Davies, Jacob Ellis and Aaron 
Cross, all of whom have impressed throughout the 
season.

#NoRefNoGame   #DimReffDimGem
Mid Wales Referees Society happy with 2014-15

#NoRefNoGame is 
not a cliché, it is a 

fact, and if the great 
achievements in 

this report inspire 
you, please help us 
ensure it does not 

happen.

SPECIAL REPORT: REFEREES

Mid Wales’ Andy Davies (left) and 
North Wales’ Rhys Thomas (right) 
on international duty.

It is great for all concerned that all these Referees 
are regularly Refereeing at all the North Wales 
divisions also, and hopefully inspiring a few players 
looking to hang up their boots to take up the whistle!! 
We have built up our numbers, and standards in the 
Society over the past 8 years, but we have had a lull 
in the past two seasons, and desperately need new 
Referees to join us next season.

Have you got the bottle to Ref? Go on, give it a go! 
Look out for the next WRU Refereeing course, which 
has been completely revamped. Join our Society, we 
meet in season every 3rd Tuesday 6.30pm in Llanid-
loes RFC, with food provided and training/coaching/
mentoring from those mentioned above, and Advisers 
like myself, Doc Boswell and Merf Picton.

Our level 2 Referees do the grass roots Youth and 
seconds matches, and thus will be well known to you 
all. The legends George ‘Flip Flops’ Lloyd, Phil ‘Guy 
Fawkes’  and ‘Savage Mike’ are the guys who keep 
the community game going along with our other level 
2 stalwarts. 

#NoRefNoGame  is not a cliché, it is a fact, and if the 
great achievements above inspire you, please help 
us ensure it does not happen, we are on Twitter 
@MidWalesRefSoc 

WELSH RUGBY UNION
Referee Qualification Programme

Referee Qualification Programme 
The Welsh Rugby Union is responsible 
for recruiting, developing and producing 
referees and match officials to officiate 
over games and matches at all levels 
within Welsh rugby and throughout 
the world. Welsh Rugby Union match 
officials participate in a number of Elite 
level Test matches and in all Elite level 
tournaments including the Rugby World 
Cup, Tri-Nations and RBS Six Nations. 

However, it is at the grass roots level 
of the game that referees are recruited, 
trained and learn the environment of be-
ing a rugby union match official.
Persons interested in beginning a 
career in refereeing can begin by taking 
and successfully completing the WRU 
Level 1 Referee Course.

A Written Laws Examination is also 
available following the Level 1 Course if 
required and upon successfully com-
pleting the course, a person can referee 
junior rugby, U16 rugby and below and 
Schools rugby with a Level 1 Referee 
Licence. The WRU Level 2 Referee 
Course introduces Level 1 Referees to 
a higher level of refereeing with a more 
practical / technical approach to officiat-
ing matches guided by an advisor whilst 
attending matches amongst Welsh 
Districts Clubs. 

Successfully completing the the Level 
2 Course grants referee a Level 2 Ref-
eree Licence and allows him / her to 
referee matches at Youth and Welsh 
Districts Level. A Level 3 Referee 
Licence is required to officiate in any 
WRU match and higher, so by invitation 
only, a WRU Level 3 Course is avail-
able at the Elite end of the refereeing 
spectrum.


