
 

Ellerslie CC 2nd XI – 2015 Captains Report 
  
After finishing fourth in 2014, the 2nds went one better this year coming third in 
Division D. This was an excellent effort although tinged with a bit of disappointment 
given that going into the final month of the season we were in second place and 
pushing for promotion. Unfortunately we could not sustain our excellent form from 
the middle part of the season (which included a run of 6 wins in 7 games) and in the 
end a couple of poor performances in the last couple of games cost us this chance. 
However I think we are in a great position to push on next season given that some of 
the younger players in our team will have gained good experience at this level of 
cricket.  
  
In terms of personnel the make-up of the team was similar to 2014 and with the new 
recruits brought in to the 1st XI we were able to keep a stronger and more consistent 
side throughout the year which was a great help. It was a shame to see Michael 
“Tricky” Day decide to hang up his boots before the start of the season however 
David Perry really stepped up his game, especially earlier in the season where he 
scored 3 half centuries. I also thought Pez helped generate a good energy and attitude 
both in the changing room and when we were in the field and I think this rubbed off 
on the rest of the team. In some games we were actually quite loud in the field which 
is not something that can usually be said for an Ellerslie side! 
  
The batting struggled for consistency throughout the season and our inability to 
make big enough runs was probably the main reason we fell short of promotion. This 
was despite the best efforts of leading run scorer Alan Lewis. Chewy had looked in 
great nick all year but with few runs to show for it until his unbeaten 113 at 
West Bridgfordians in July, as part of an opening stand of 169 with Alex Gasper. This 
was definitely the individual highlight of the season and Chewy managed to back this 
up with 2 50’s and a 40 in the next 3 games. Looking forward to next year I think we 
have the batting ability with the likes of Sam Miller and Ryan Duggan to score more 
heavily than we did this season. 
 
In terms of the bowling there were outstanding performances from a number of 
individuals. Taimoor Safdar again proved to be one of the best in the league with his 
full pitched deliveries in particular causing all sorts of the problems for the 
opposition, most notably at Hickling early season where his yorkers contributed to 7 
wickets falling for just 10 runs to help us take victory when the game looked all over. 
Kamran Ul-Haq was surely one of the most improved players at the club and did a 
great job opening the bowling in the second half of the year. Batsman really struggled 
to get him off the square due to his consistent line and length and his 5fer in the final 
game against Bramcote was thoroughly deserved. Uzzy Aziz and Viv Parekh also 



bowled some top spells, it was just a shame we lacked a spinner to give some more 
variety to the attack. 
 
Although it was a shame to miss out on promotion I can't have too many complaints 
as we simply were not consistent enough. It was however another good season with 
plenty more nail biting finishes. I see now reason why we can't have another crack at 
going up next season and I think having the 2nds in Division C, playing the same 
rules and format as the 1sts, would be hugely beneficial the club. 
 
On a more general note I just wanted to say that I think that this has been Ellerslie's 
strongest year in the 15 years or so that I have been at the club. On the pitch the 1sts, 
3rds, and Sunday 1sts all had fantastic finishes and judging from some of the youth 
team results there are plenty of promising kids who will be coming through to the 
adult set up in the next couple of years. Off the pitch I think the whole atmosphere 
and spirit across all the teams has been incredibly  positive with the new players 
really fitting in. Let's hope this can continue. 
 
Finally I need to thank Julie Asquith of being an ever present scorer, Jane George for 
her delicious teas and John Leaver and the rest of the grounds team for there tireless 
work. Also need to say a massive thanks to Wako and Danny Footitt for sorting out 
the pitches during the last few weeks of the season in John's absence. 
 
Eddy G 
	

	


