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2015 has been a very successful season for our juniors.   
 
One the field, whilst we have didn't manage to win any silverware like we did in 2013 
and 2014, our U12s were runners up in the both the 8 a side league and the cup 
competition. Additionally, all of our teams experienced success and finished in mid 
table positions.  Given the inclusive way in which we select our teams this is a 
fantastic achievement. 
 
69 games from a total of 75 were played and this would have been higher if some of 
our opponents were actually interested in their juniors playing cricket rather than 
calling off or conceding matches.  This is testament to the hard work that our team 
managers, coaches and helpers put in for the benefit of our young cricketers.  This 
hard work is rarely acknowledged and I would like to record my thanks to each and 
every one of them on behalf of myself and the club. 
 
As most of you will know our approach to junior cricket is different to most clubs in 
that we are keen to ensure that all of our members are given the opportunity to play 
in matches. This has enabled us to retain members at U14 and U15 and 
consequently we are one of only three clubs who are able to enter a team in every 
age group of the league and probably the only club who would be able to field a 
team at the higher age groups without the need to bring in younger lads to make up 
the numbers. 
 
This inclusive approach and the friendly atmosphere at Little Bounds on Friday 
evenings has once again resulted in an increase in our membership numbers 
including an ever increasing number joining us from others clubs.  I don't have 
definitive numbers for 2014 but our current membership stands at 151 compared to 
108 in 2013.  Whilst this is fantastic it also creates its own challenges.  In theory, in 
order to provide the same level of opportunity for our youngsters to play in matches 
we would need to play approx 50% more fixtures which is clearly unrealistic.  We 
have however decided that next season we will enter teams in the Newark Colts 
League at U11 and U13 in additional to the six teams that enter into the NYCL.  But, 
we will need additional volunteers to assist in managing the teams and significantly 
more coaching support on Friday evenings. 
 
I am delighted to report that Martin Rayner and Kamran Ul Haq are attending 
coaching courses during the winter and this will help greatly once they have qualified 
but we still need further help and additional equipment to make the best use of the 
facilities that we have.  In particular we need to invest in a new mobile net so that we 
can use the artificial (there are much better products available than the one we had a 
couple of years ago!).  I would also like to invest in a couple of coaching mats which 
are approx £250 each. 
 
I appreciate that there are many calls on the club finances but we must remember 
the significant positive impact the junior section has on club funds and it is important 
that the club is seen to be investing back into the junior section.  During the winter I 
will review Friday evenings with those who help and support and we will try to find a 



better strategy to run Friday evening training bearing in mind the additional numbers 
that we have.  I am concerned however that we will fall short of the help we need to 
properly manage and develop our young cricketers and if this is the case I will 
continue to buy in additional coaching support to help out with the sessions. 
 
I would like to thank our senior captains and players for the support that they have 
provided to our juniors who have played senior cricket during the season.  I am 
particularly proud of our record of introducing juniors to senior cricket, our approach 
has been very successful in engaging our juniors and the club is beginning to reap 
the rewards as our youngsters start to move up through our senior teams. 
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate all our juniors who have played County, Sub 
County or League Representative cricket during the season. 
 
 
Phil Davey 
 
 
 


