
 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st XI Report – 2015 
 

We started the 2015 season in Division 4 of the 
Newark Club Cricket Alliance League.  Having at 
the start of the season been dropped two Divisions 
by a catastrophic 2014 due to poor performances 
and a lack of player availability, I felt determined to 
put the wrongs of last year, right.  Through hard 
work and organisation, we managed not only to 
win promotion but to achieve this as champions.  
Having only played 12 games out of the 16 due to 
the bad weather, with a record of 9 wins and 3 
losses we finished the campaign with 46 points.  
Throughout the majority of the season, we were 
able to field competitive teams, mixing a blend of 

youth and experienced players. It was encouraging to see how the young players like Finlay Hulbert 
and Finan Alberry managed to step up their games with the support of those who played regular 1st 
team cricket.  I feel it is essential that these young players can gain crucial match experience at a 
higher level than they are previously used to in order to develop their own game and match 
awareness. 

Although we managed to become champions, the season provided us with some difficulties and 
challenges.  At the beginning of the season, a lack of availability and commitment from the players 
meant that teams were not being finalised until the Sunday morning of the match.  This particularly 
affected us in the losses to Wollaton CC both home and away.  Also, at Farndon CC, we played the 
match with only 10 players after having late drop-outs on Saturday evening.  On a personal note, 
there was also a struggle for me to find willing volunteers to provide the teas on home match days, 
which resulted in me having to juggle cricket management both on and off the field. 

On a positive note, the target for the season was to gain promotion, and by achieving this as 
champions, highlights the talent and team spirit within the squad.  The most notable victory was 
away at Plumtree CC, where Dan Footitt scored 101 off 85 balls, and an unbeaten knock of 80 from 
Matt Footiitt ensured the Sunday 1sts set their highest score of the season of 295-5 off 40 overs.  In 
reply, Plumtree managed 125-6, resulting in a convincing win by 170 runs.  The most entertaining 
encounter was at Carrington, where we came up against an experienced and determined Sherwood 
Casuals side.  Thanks to the efforts of Kane Wilson with 65, and a belligerent knock of 35* from 
skipper Muhammed Raza, an above par target of 178 was set.  Disciplined and tight bowling from 
the bowlers, especially Vivek Parkeh with 4-17 along with an excellent fielding display, cleverly 
captained by Raza, ensured a 20 run win.   

 

 



 

Throughout the season, the bowlers performed admirably.  Kamran Ul-Haq with his swing bowling 
took 17 wickets at an average of 14.06 and finished as the second highest wicket taker in the 
division.  Supported excellently by the ever present Kane Wilson with 14 wickets at an average of 
10.70, along with left arm seamer Dan Cawley with 10 wickets at 13.80, the bowling attack always 
looked threatening and capable of defending any total.  A special mention has to go to 15 year old 
leg spinner Kiron Goindi who whilst bowling in pressure situations, managed to take 9 wickets and 
performed remarkably for one of such a young age.   

Dan Footitt with 322 runs at an average of 80.50, and a phenomenal strike rate of 104, led the way 
with the bat.  A best score of 101 against Plumtree highlighted his destructive batting capabilities.  
Kane Wilson, opening the batting most weeks on some questionable surfaces scored 262 runs at an 
average of 32.80 providing the innings with a solid foundation to build on.  Matt Footitt with a best of 
80* at an average of 54.50 showed great composure and maturity during the middle of the innings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As manager of the Sunday 1st XI, I would like to thank all the players who participated this year. I 
would like to thank John Leaver, Paul ‘Boony’ Harrison and Ian Perry for having their faith in my 
capability of managing the Sunday side.  A big thank you to the umpires, scorers and everyone 
behind the scenes who sometimes don’t get the credit they deserve in making this a successful and 
memorable season for everyone. A special thanks to Dan Footitt and Muhammed Raza for their 
captaincy throughout the season and their encouragement of the younger players in the team.  No 
report is complete without mentioning Phil Davey who supported me regularly in ensuring a team 
was sought every week.  Finally, a huge thank you to Naser Amin who supported and encouraged 
all the Ellerslie teams this season, and for his help in providing the stats for this report.  

I am sure that with the same level of hard work and dedication, I anticipate a successful and positive 
2016. 

 

Ruby Ul-Haq 

November 2015. 

 

 

 

 

	


