
 

Minutes of the 13th Annual General Meeting 

30 June 2015 at 7.30pm 

Cheam Sports Club 

 

Apologies for absence 

Cas Kinchington, John Kinchington, Simon Higgins, Sarah Trinder, Michelle Quayle, Sarah Jones, Jo Syron, Craig Wilson, Matthew Oliver, 

Roger Bennett, Rosalind Bennett 

 

Minutes of the 12th AGM  

Joe Oddy 

 

Election of tellers 

 

Lucky Jackson- teller – seconded by Ian Keddie 

 

Reports: 

 

Report of the Chairman (Krish Gunatunga)  

The colts section continues to go from strength to strength and the number of members in the colt section in the  club has now overtaken the 

number of Senior Members.  The generosity of our volunteers has enabled over 120 young people aged between 5 and 16 years to play hockey 

in Cheam on Sunday mornings. Many of these colts are progressing through to the senior teams and becoming an integral part of the club’s 

success.A new Senior Ladies coach brought a new strategy and formation to the Ladies 1s and 2s - both of whom finished in respectable mid 

table positions, with high hopes for improvements going forward. The Ladies 3s and 4s had a more challenging time this season but plan on 

bouncing back next year.The Mens 1s and 3s both finished in 3rd position in their respective leagues.  Special commendation to the 1s who 

were an agonising 1 point off promotion. CHC also continues to have a very active social section with many events during the year- the 

Christmas party, the Table Quiz & the End of Season Dinner being particular highlights.Sincere thanks to all those who have been involved with 

the club this year.  A special mention to a number of officers are stepping down, some of whom have given exceptional service to CHC over a 

long period. Members are always encouraged to participate in the running of YOUR club – if you would like to help, please contact any of the 

Club Officers. 

 

Report of the membership secretary (Sarah Trinder) 

 

This is now my 7th and final season as Membership Secretary after taking over in the summer of 2008. We have come a long way as a club in 
quite a short time; it wasn’t all that long ago that we were separate Men’s and Women’s clubs.  That is due to some excellent leadership we’ve 
had in the past years.  I thank all those that I have worked with on the committee over the years, it has been a pleasure.Unfortunately we have 
seen a drop of 6% in our membership this season.  However we did have a rise of 15% in the previous season.  The Ladies section has taken 
quite a hit on its numbers.  So it is unsurprising that this was a difficult season for them, this really should be a focus in the coming season; both 
women and girls.  Our Colts numbers are slightly down, I think this can be attributed to not running the schools programme and not getting quite 
as many new members.  However, the Colts section is certainly thriving and I feel if possible we should bring the schools programme back. 
 
Below is a breakdown of our membership over the past 8 seasons: 

 

  2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 2011/12 2010/11 2009/10 2008/9 2007/8 

                  

Mens 58 52 52 54 54 54 49 48 

Ladies 27 38 36 41 39 39 38 42 

Other 4 5 5 1 0 2 2   

U23 Men 11 8 7 7 10 7 12 17 

U23 Ladies 13 14 16 17 17 23 23 17 

                  

Colts Boys       29 15 22 16 5 

U12 28 27 12           

12-16yrs 12 14 12           

Colts Girls       59 47 50 52 44 

U12 30 37 23           

12-16yrs 38 43 42           



 

Social 6 4 5           

                  

Total 227 242 210 208 182 197 192 173 

actual change -15 32 2 26 -15 5 19   

% change -6 15 1 14 -8 3 11   
 

 
Report of the Men’s Playing Administrator (James Roots)  

The Men's section has enjoyed a very successful year. There have been a number of new players coming into the sides at all levels which is 

very encouraging. 4 out of 5 of the men's teams were promoted, 1s came second (promoted) 2s came 6th, 3s came 1st (promoted and 

unbeaten) hunters came 2nd (promoted) and the Clarets came 4th (promoted).   

The successes of the men's sides is in no small part down to the excellent coaching that they have received this year, Chris Bowen has raised 

the standards of the 1s and 2s squads with his excellent coaching techniques and tactics. Joe Oddy has vastly raised the level of coaching that 

the men's 3s, Hunters and Clarets have been receiving and this is shown in all their strong league performances. All in this has been an 

excellent seasons for the men's section and we looking forward to carrying on this positive momentum into the new season. 

  

Report of the Ladies Playing Administrator (Claire Ramsay) 

This season has been a challenging season for the Ladies teams however we have all stuck together to finish the season. It is evident there are 
a number of talented players throughout the club. The season started well, however our coach left two weeks into the season; I worked hard to 
find another coach, Chris Bowen took over Tuesday training and Shaun Browne attended matches on a Saturday. At Christmas Nigel D'Cruz 
took over the coaching on a Tuesday. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the coaches who have helped this season, Chris, Stacy, 
Nigel, Shaun and Charlie. Finishing positions; the 1's and 2's unfortunately got relegated this season, the 3's finished 5th, in the middle of the 
league. Due to a difficultly in numbers we have decided not to enter a 4th team into the league. We are however still going to have a 4th team, 
we found out that a team have pulled out of the 4's league so there is potential for a match every week, as a developmental side. I have been 
searching for a new coach since April and I am currently in talks with a number of coaches. I would like to thank all the captains for there 
support throughout the season and to Beccy for taking over the role as playing admin.  
 

Report of the Colts Playing Administrator (Jenny Brennan) 

122 young people aged 5 - 16 were on our attendance list at the end of the season and there were and additional 36 who left (often the 

teenagers) or who didn’t come regularly and become members. We had 2 Under 16 girls teams - Cheetahs and Tigers, one in the development 

and one in the Surrey main league. There were some challenging games and the outcome often depended on player  

availability but opposition was usually tough and we were only able to manage a couple of wins. The Under 14 Girls Leopards were  

entered in the development league and again struggled to field a full squad so often had to use younger players and swap in as goalie. Goalie 

coaching is something we’ve identified as needing to focus on from an early age, and Frosty is going to be encouraging all the players to get the 

kit on and practice next season. This season has seen significant numbers of  girls start in the Ladies senior sides and senior training once they 

reach 13 - and some have started to play regularly for the 1sts. 3 girls got into Surrey squad and we nominated a further 24 at the end of the 

season. Our Under 12 boys, led by Doug,  again fought hard with some of the bigger clubs and had more success this season. The Under 10 

boys led by Grant and Frosty had some impressive results and we are looking forward to seeing the move up to the Under 12 squad this 

season. We also had mixed tournaments for the Under 8s and lots of enthusiasm shown in the matches against other clubs. Overall we held 25 

coaching sessions with a couple cancelled due to a frozen pitch.Our coaches this season were numerous and attached to different squads and 

supported by parents who stepped up as the season went on to help with the organisation of tournaments. Our volunteer coaches were linked 

to different age groups ; Ian worked with the Under 8s helped by parents Jason and Andy, Grant and Frosty worked with the Under 10s with 

support from the Tiri and Gallant parents, and  Doug and Ellie worked with the Under 12 boys and girls with help from Ann and Neil. Towards 

the middle of the season we brought the boys and girls together to train as we felt they would benefit from the focused coaching.  Parents David 

and Linda Lewis managed the U16 teams with support from Graham Snadden-Ridout and Michael Edmonston took on the role of manager of 

the Under 14s. Paid coaches this season were Seb who worked with the U12s and U14/16 boys, Nigel Dean aka Dino and then Nigel D’Cruz 

coached the Girls league squads. Each session was also supported by seniors from the club and also regular volunteers from the older Juniors 

so thanks to: Keya, Olivia, Georgia, Amelia, Megan, Harriet and Lily and boys Joe, Ben, James G and James M, Charlie and Nick and not to 

forget Fred. Kat Boult deserves a special mention for organising all the fixtures and liaising weekly with the opposition teams and the different 

leagues. Apologies to anyone I’ve left out - the Colts section needs lots of people to make it run smoothly so requires commitment from the 

whole club but the enjoyment is clear to see when you come down on a Sunday morning! 

 

Report of the Chair of the Social Committee (Ian Keddie) – Awaiting Report  

 

Report of the Development Officer (Lucy Browne)  

This is a new role for the club so first half of the season looking at the role and how it can be supportive to the club as a whole.  

Funding applications put in. 3 unsuccessful bids but 1 successful bid to help ladies participation by running back to hockey and ladies training 

and the development squad. £200 from England hockey towards pitch hire. Development squad - supporting u16s and u18s girls. Due to exams 

and Wimbledon ball girl training been slow to get going and had to rely on some of the seniors to make the games happen. Idea is to bridge gap 

between juniors and seniors to make this transition more smooth. Some juniors not coming to senior training because scared, don't think they 

are good enough. Mentality needs to change. Need seniors to step up. This has been happening in the men's section. But watching some of the 

juniors play recently it's amazing to see the improvement - they will be 1s and 2s players next season. 

Backtohockey been getting between 6-10 ladies turn up. Some played before some haven't. Idea is to encourage these ladies to join the club. I 

need volunteers to help promote the club and ladies to come down and play to show off the ladies section. My thanks to Joe for his support and 

coaching so far. Set up support network with clubworks. London mayor initiative to promote participation in sports. We have an officer who I'm 

working with to help us develop the club - ladies participation, junior part, coaching, funding etc. go through notes from meeting.  

The biggest challenge for coming year is ladies and junior participation. Working with England hockey and clubworks to deal with this issue. 

Including how we can form partnerships with schools and other clubs. And the support with these in terms of time and volunteers. There needs 

to be a long term plan in place. This ideally involves long term coaching plans for the colts and ladies. Aim for next year is to work primarily with 

ladies and colts section but will want to be meeting with playing admins before next exec to establish aims for next year. 



 

Advertising and recruitment drive!! I feel strongly that my role as development officer is to provide the club with the opportunities and resources 

to develop as well as bring in new ideas from different places - plans have been utilised by other clubs or/and are being planned with 

englandhockey or clubworks support.  

 
Finance and Subscriptions: (Rob Gopinath 

 

Review of the Year and Accounts 

Proposal for Subscription levels and match fee levels for 2015/16 

Action:  

Voting 

• Approval of accounts: Accounts approved for the season. Proposed: Joe Oddy Seconded: Phil Lydon  - all in favour 

• Match fees & subs:  Proposed. Lucy Jackson that these remain unchanged proposed: Seconded Ian Keddie – all in favour  

• Appointment of the accountant- Neil Weston. Proposed: James Roots, Seconded: Ian Keddie 

 

Elections for 2015/16 

o Election of President and Vice-Presidents 

✓ President - Tony Bennett will to stand again as President: all in favour   

✓ Vice Presidents- Jenny Brennan – all in favour 

✓ Vice Presidents –Jo Syron, Sarah Jones, Keith Boyce: Proposed – Gill. Seconded – Ian Keddie all in favour 

o Election of Executive Officers  

✓ Chair,  Krish Gunatunga - all in favour 

✓ Treasurer: Rob Gopinath - all in favour 

✓ Secretary: Lucy Jackson - all in favour 

✓  Membership Secretary: Omar Shibli  - all in favour 

o Election of Men’s, Women’s and Colt’s Playing Administrators and Development Officer, and ratification of proposed Chair 
of the Playing Committee: 

✓ Men- James  Root - all in favour 

✓ Women - Rebecca Doak – all in favour 

✓ Colts – Stacy Main – all in favour 

o Development Officer- Lucy Browne – all in favour 

o Election of Men’s, Women’s and Colt’s Social Managers and Recruitment Officer, and ratification of proposed Chair of the 
Social Committee: 

✓ Women’s Social Secretary: Emma Naerger  - all in favour 

✓ Men’s Social Secretary: Ian Keddie – all in favour 

o Ratification of appointment of Team Captains 

Men’s 1st XI Simon Higgins     Women’s 1st XI  To be validated post AGM  

Men’s 2nd XI Andy Cooper   Women’s 2nd XI  Rachel Maloney 

Men’s 3rd XI Richard Coleman   Women’s 3rd XI  Paula  

Clarets  Grant    Women’s 4th XI  Rebecca Doak 

Hunters  Scott Ferguson   Mixed Captain-   Lucy Jackson 

U14 & U12 Boys Manager: Doug Livingstone (Proposed Stacy. Second Jenny) 

U10 Boys – Denise & Tony Tiri (Proposed Rebecca Doak Second – Stacy) 

U16 Girls -Graham Snadden-Ridout  

U14 Girls - Michael Edmonstone  

U12 Girls – Phil Exact  

U110 Girls – Victoria Crook  

 

Ratification of Captains:  Proposed: Ian Keddie, Seconded: Lucy Jackson &Jenny Brennan - all present in favour 

  

o Fixture Secretaries 

Women  Julie Sexton    Proposed: Rachel Maloney Seconded: Ian Keddie 

Men  Phillip Lyddon   Proposed: Ian Keddie Seconded: Rebecca Doak 

Colts    Katrina Boult   Proposed: Gill Seconded: Shelly Mills 

 



 

o Child Welfare Officer: Paula Dormer   Proposed Stacy Seconded: Joe Oddy 

o Website Administrator: Omar & Willie   Proposed: James Roots, Seconded: Chris Owen 

o Press Officer /Social media coordinator: Dominic Beales Proposed: Scott Seconded: Ian Keddie 

o Umpire Co-ordinator: Ian Sharpe   Proposed: Scott Seconded: Ian Keddie 

 

 All the above were ratified.  

Thank you to all from the Chairman 

 

• AOB 

Reminder to all members to be careful about comments on Facebook/social media regarding opposition and umpires- certain comments 
can lead to fines by the league 

 

- Proposed change Colts name to Juniors – approved all in favour  

- Proposed change Clarets (not for the Summer league) name to Cheam 4 s – approved  

Proposed – Joe Oddy. Seconded  Ian Keddie 

 

Meeting concluded at 21.19 

 


