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The Crabbies’ National Rugby Awards were set up in 2015, designed to honour the
achievements of all the thousands in rugby clubs across the country and to acknowledge their dedication and commitment to rugby. The 2016 event was held in
The Rose Room at Twickenham Stadium on Thursday 1st September.
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This Lifetime award encapsulates all branches of our sport. The six nominees had
devoted a major portion of their lives to Rugby and deserved recognition for their
efforts. The focus is on work and commitment, not necessarily success. Two referees were in the six and one was honoured, that was me.
Having nominated yours truly for the Lifetime Achievement Award, members of the
Management Group and some other senior and worthy members attended the
event and cheered as the name of Mike Dimambro was announced as the winner.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Maturity is when you stop
complaining and making
excuses and start making
changes.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 4th October 2016
Shelford RUFC
7.30 pm
Monthly Meeting

ELRA Level 2 courses
available for booking

The award was presented by Judy Halewood, Chairwoman of Halewood International Holdings,
owners of the brand name Crabbie’s.

2nd & 9th October 2016
@ Cambridge University RUFC

APPOINTMENTS
Please contact our
Appointments Manager
Thomas Northcote
by using this email address
cudrrsappoints@gmail.com

During the interview with event host, Alex
Payne, Sky Sports rugby union presenter,
I expressed thanks to CUDRRS for nominating me, acknowledged the contributions
to Rugby that my fellow nominees had
made and stressed that higher priority
should be given by the RFU to feeding
”grassroots” community rugby because
otherwise the professional game will not
bloom. This went down well with the 700+
diners who were mainly from the Community game. I received a standing ovation and many handshakes as I left the stage.

Visit
CUDRRS website
www.cambsref.co.uk

Throughout the evening, I sensed the passion that those in the room had for
Rugby and a genuine feeling of family, friendship and fun. That’s what I have experienced in my forty years with CUDRRS where the true spirit of the game exists.
CUDRRS was deservedly featured on the National Rugby stage.
Editor.

12th & 26th February 2017
@ Old Cantabrigians RUFC
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THOUGHTS OF A WINNER
At the behest of the President, these are my thoughts about the honour I received and the occasion itself. They
complement what I have written on the preceding page, what is already on the society website and the supporting
citation to my nomination for the Lifetime Achievement Award compiled by our Honorary Secretary, David Tyrrell.
I apologise if readers feel this issue is too much about one member, me
“Psalm 90:10 The days of our years are three score years and ten.” That's how long I have been active in Rugby
and coincidentally it is the same length of time that CUDRRS has existed.
I knew nothing about my nomination for a National Rugby Award by our Management Group. The first I knew
about it was when Jon Evans and David Tyrrell told me that I had been shortlisted. I was told that I would be well
supported at the celebrations at Twickenham and I was, as pictorial evidence below shows.
My journey to Twickenham was made more in hope than with any real expectation of returning a winner.
That was not from lack of confidence but from knowledge that there are so many long serving workers for Rugby
around the country.
Arriving at HQ’s Reception, I was met by Jeff Probyn who was once a member of the Laws Sub Committee that
had visited us at Grange Road. He was judge in the National Rugby Awards but it was too late to influence any
decision. We had a chat about scrummaging problems before he directed me to the Members Room to join other
award nominees. It was there my Bristol past was resurrected as another of the Lifetime nominees was Graham
Mac Donald from Uttoxeter. His uncle was Bert Mac Donald who had captained Bristol in the 1950' s and whom I
had played with for Bristol United. We reminisced as he had played in Bristol too with Clifton. Graham was related
to Colin MacDonald an adviser with the North Midlands Referee Society where Craig Maxwell Keys started.
Imagine then my elation when the sponsor's representative announced "And the winner is Mike Dimambro". Judy
Halewood chairwoman of Halewood International the parent company of Crabbie's which also sponsors the Grand
National, met me with the trophy and a kiss on the cheek.
After the presentation interview with Alex Payne I was escorted to another part of the Rose Room. There I was
interviewed by Ric Sumner of Sportbeat and asked in particular about dealing with abuse of referees.
Part of the interview is recorded on Youtube which you can
view on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxWVRRqgAF8
Returning to the table, the exuberance of my brother and my
society friends was evident. They shared my joy as they had
shared my rugby life over so many of my seventy years.
Life is a series of memories and the memory of this event
will be spoken of for a long time. Certainly by me and I believe by those who were with me to celebrate together as
part of our Rugby family which we know as CUDRRS.
I am the first referee winner of this Lifetime Achievement
Award and trust others will follow . I have made representations that referees get a specific mention in this scheme in
future years. It could be your turn one day.

Mike’s brother, Gregory (left), overhears Alex
Goode berating TK for the penalty decision he
gave against him years ago when he played for the
Leys School. There may be more like Alex about.

CUDRRS’ support team of David Norman, John Hanlon,
Jon Evans, Tony Kennedy, David Tyrrell, Gordon Wallace
and Nick Pett. Two hundred years of refereeing between
them which deserved recognition at the award ceremony.
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NEW ZEALAND WORRIED (OR ARE THEY?)
I reproduce an article by Paul Lewis, the NZ Herald on Sunday's Sport Editor, that Mike Arbuckle drew to the
attention of CONTACT which is keeping an eye on the law experiments currently being undertaken Down Under.
It highlights the problem faced by World Rugby in framing laws that suit all tastes. Playing nations will only support
changes that suit how they wish to play the game. Whilst this variation has yet to be evaluated and trialled world
wide, referees should nevertheless, as part of developing their understanding of the game, note what people think
about changes to the laws and how they wish them to be interpreted.
Paul is referring to Laws 15 and 16 Tackle / Ruck now termed the “Breakdown”. He says
Let's hope what might be called the 'Richie Rule', the new breakdown laws being trialled at Mitre10 Cup level,
never go any further because they may spell the end of one of the great strengths of New Zealand rugby.
The trial rules (it must be acknowledged it is early days; coaches and players may not yet be quite to grips with
things) could signal the demise of the ball-burgling No 7, openside flanker, the greatest exponent of whom has
been Richie McCaw. The changes make such a difference more than one commentator has been moved to wonder whether McCaw, had these rules been in force when he was on the way up, would even have made it into the
All Blacks, let alone play 148 tests.
The cold, hard reality is that the ball-stealing No 7, a position the All Blacks have perfected ahead of any other
country with the likes of McCaw, Josh Kronfeld, Michael Jones, Jock Hobbs and Graeme Mourie, among others,
would be extinct under these rules.
Rugby's stifling, boneheaded laws governing the God-awful breakdown and offside laws do need to be changed.
Just not this way. Under them, a breakdown is deemed to be formed when only one attacking player is over the
tackled ball on the ground. From that moment, no player can touch the ball with their hands. So the only opportunity for a McCaw-like turnover is for a defending player to get to the breakdown before the first attacker arrives.
The tackler can't bound to his feet and grab the ball from the tackled player; he must now retreat.
However, his team-mates can drive in and roll over the top of the tackled player, winning the ball that way.
The intention is to rid the game of the profusion of penalties accruing from confusion at ruck and maul and associated ills like entering from the side. With the no-hands rule, the lawmakers are trying to reinvigorate the lost, muchlamented art of rucking, hoping players arriving in mass will steamroll over the ball to win possession. Player safety
is another consideration, reducing the big collisions in the only part of the game a hallowed rugby rule (thou shalt
not tackle a man without the ball) is ignored: the clean-out.
So here's the evidence so far after watching, admittedly, only a few Mitre 10 matches. Rucking isn't really happening. Most teams so far are not contesting at the breakdown or minimally so, preferring to fan out across the field
and use defensive pressure to stimulate mistakes from the attacking side. This means a fast and open game but
with three downsides: a lot of mistakes; turnover skill has been replaced by errors; and the game looks increasingly
like rugby league.
Rugby has always incorporated a battle for possession at scrum, lineout and breakdown/ruck. The latter now looks
in danger. It is one of the great differentiating factors from other codes,
Meanwhile, in what seems a reaction to the loss of this physical exchange, the odious rolling maul is becoming
more common, with its inexplicably permitted twin sins of offside and obstruction mocking the inability of the defending side to stop it legally.
In the Otago v Wellington game on Thursday night, there was not a single turnover based on skill. On the rare occasion a pack tried to drive over the ball, it was either messy, fumbled or someone kicked through. There were
fewer penalties, but they were just as indecipherable. Players are still being penalised for leaving their feet or other,
familiar misdemeanours. There were precious few genuine turnovers in Friday's Auckland-Northland clash, either.
The only way a ball-grubber like McCaw can use anticipation, endurance, body position and ability to resist
attempts to knock him off the ball are the rare times they can get there before a single opponent arrives.
Another option is for the No 7 to be more of a "seagull", making a few tackles but hovering until a ball-snatching
opportunity arises. The reality, however, is the modern game is too intense for a flock of seagulls. The change will
persuade many coaches they don't need a "fetcher", preferring instead a power forward of more use on attack and/
or counter-rucking. Proof? On Friday night, Auckland chose muscular No 8 Akira Ioane as a No 7.
The changes, if they are to be ratified at all, won't come in until 2017. But there is a danger Northern Hemisphere
lawmakers will see an advantage in outlawing a facet of the game at which their teams have nearly always come
second. The 1977 Lions, for example, had the All Black pack stuffed, except for loose forwards Mourie, Ian
Kirkpatrick and Laurie Knight.
It is far from the only series All Black loosies have won - and long may they be allowed to do so.
Editor: See what I mean? There are other opinions being voiced in New Zealand. Visit www. rugbydump.com and
in the search box type new law trials or explanation and feedback and watch the video with Ian Jones.
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NEW MEMBERS
We are invited to Get Inspired and Get Active following the Olympic Games. CUDRRS should be responding to
this invitation in the area of Recruitment.
Last year, the Rugby Football Union launched an initiative under the title Keep your Boots (KYBO). Its aim is to
attract, recruit and train players who are interested in becoming a rugby coach or referee. By creating a better
awareness of KYBO ,the goal is to help provide the game with an additional 20,000 coaches by 2017 and an
additional 7,500 referees by 2020.
I visited the web site http://keepyourbootson.co.uk/ and was thrilled to find that two CUDRRS members had
contributed their stories about how they came to take up refereeing and how much they are enjoying it. They are

Take a look and hear what they have to say. Make a note to be inspired by their words and then get active and
ROR as David Howells has asked us to do Recruit One Referee.
In my regular trawl of affiliated club sites I see that Wisbech RUFC News Items asks “Are you interested in becoming a referee?” It is posted by our Auditor, David Dobson. Thank you Dave.
CONTACT suggests that our Webmaster and his happy band of SMACs encourage all our clubs to follow the
example of Fenland’s leading club and carry a similar message. The beneficiaries of having a CUDRRS referee
appointed each time they ask for one should be pleased to oblige. Watch this space.

NEW FAMILY MEMBER
Alexander Richard Whyall was born at 10.23 hours on the 5th September, weighing 6lbs 12oz.
The Whyall family welcomed him as a brother for Julian. CONTACT reported Julian’s arrival in its March 2014
issue. Congratulations to Ben and Ros. Health and happiness to you all.

PUTTING FAMILY FIRST
Alun Bedding is doing very few games this year because he is rightly putting his family first.
His 12 year old year was diagnosed with cancer and Alun is spending as much time as possible with his family.
There is good news though because Alun has told CONTACT that his son will recover. However, he has decide
not to resume refereeing until his son’s chemo is over next year.
In the meantime being a good clubman, Alun continues to help John Hanlon with Sunday appointments.
CONTACT is sure that all its readers will join together in sending the Bedding family best wishes for the continuing
success of the treatment, total remission and happy teenage years for Bedding junior.

SPREAD THE NEWS
Eastern Counties Rugby Union held a Facilities & Funding meeting last month and confirmed that the Constituent
Body would continue to provide a subsidy for Goalposts to needy Clubs, after assessment.
Roger Pierson the ECRU Honorary Secretary has asked CUDRRS to assist in getting the financial help to clubs
that might qualify for it.
He wrote to David Tyrrell “It would help us if your Referees could feed back to you when they visit Clubs that
might qualify, and let us know”.
Would CUDRRS referees please keep this in mind when they visit grounds in Cambridgeshire and elsewhere in
Eastern Counties.

NEW FACES
A live Facebook group is now ready to use.
If you are a Facebook member, have a search for CUDRRS and you should be
able to join the group.
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

Report by David Tyrrell

A packed room at Shelford RUFC saw a total of 34 attendees at the SGM and first training meeting of the 2016-17
season. President Jon Evans welcomed those present and handed over to Paul Wilson for the financial report .

Financial Manager Wilson reported that the Society finances were in good health. They had been fully audited by
David Dobson. The profit and loss account showed a small trading profit for the 2015-16 season. The Society had
once again been able to significantly subsidise the annual dinner. It had been very successful with an excellent
speaker.
Overall Society assets were slightly up from the previous year with the bulk of the reserve held in a one year bond.
However, current interest rates meant that it was very difficult to get a good return on this reserve.
Unfortunately, a kit sponsor had pulled out at the eleventh hour but the Society had already made plans for a new
set of kit which was now available for distribution for the 2016-17 season.
Paul recommended the Society accept the accounts. Proposed by Guy Mulley and Spike Dewing this was carried
unanimously by the meeting.
David Howell then took the meeting through the RFU presentation of this season’s law changes. This can
be found on the Society website.
Many of the changes were relatively straightforward and warranted little discussion. Members attention was particularly drawn to the complexities of substitutions and interchanges and referees were urged to review these in
relation to the level of match to which they were appointed. Again relevant information can be found in the laws
section of the website.
There was some discussion on two areas in particular:
There was some perceived ambiguity relating to the laws of scrum collapse and advantage. It was agreed that
safety came first and if there was any doubt about this then the whistle should be blown immediately. If the ball
was at the No. 8 and playable when the scrum went down then advantage could be played if the ball was used
immediately, provided there was no doubt as to the safety of the players.
The new maul law was also reviewed in more detail with useful input from Calum Worsley who had attended a
detailed RFU session on the change. There appeared to be general agreement that the change was a positive one
– and no doubt will work well until the coaches come up with a new plan for attack and defence of the maul.
Spike Dewing laid claim to giving the first penalty in the Society for simulation in his match the previous weekend!
Attention of referees was also drawn to their duty of care relating to spectators after an incident last year in
which a spectator was injured by collision with a player – there were no roped off areas at the time.
Although the roping off of pitches is not compulsory at the lower levels, nevertheless it is highly recommended.
If it is not in place, referees and ARs should insist that any spectators keep well back from the playing area and
with the help of the club officials refuse to play unless this condition is met.
Editor: Player safety is the paramount consideration of referees. CUDDRS must not be found wanting.
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NEW ROUTING
When needs must, one has to be prepared to change the direction you planned to follow. That’s how it was earlier
this year in August. Paul Wilson tells his tale of such a happening.
Talking of holidays, to avoid clashing with several Sevens events that I wanted to officiate at, Alison & I had a week
in Northern Cyprus in the summer. We had a lovely relaxing week but I made sure, every morning at 7.30 before
breakfast, I did fifty lengths of the pool (it wasn't that long). So relaxed and cases packed for our very early Saturday morning return flight we went to bed, only to be woken up by a phone call at half past midnight
“Dad, Dad, wake up” - it was my son. He never phones? I passed the phone to Alison but she said I really needed
to talk to him. “ Dad, what airport are you flying to in Turkey?” I told him. “ Oh no, there are tanks on the runway
and helicopters and planes and people are being shot. There’s a Military Coup going on! “
OK so now I am listening. For the next hour and a half we tried to contact our Travel Insurance, Holiday Company,
even the British Embassy. In the end we found two BA flights out of Larnaca in Southern Cyprus landing back at
Gatwick (our car was at Stansted) and booked them.
Took a taxi all the way across Cyprus, border control wanted the cases opened for a thorough check and even
then the flight was four hours late due to the air chaos in the region. At least we got back to the UK.
I know the original flight we had booked was late, then boarded, then everybody had to get off again & it eventually left Cyprus much later on. You have to fly via Turkey from Northern Cyprus. How long it was held in Turkey I ’m
not sure. Our son picked us up from Gatwick & took us to Stansted. Then I drove home.
So we aren't having a holiday in September. I'm sticking to rugby.

NEW WAY TO SAY THANKS
The Rugby Paper teamed up with Zeus events to organise the world’s largest rugby awards in 2015.
The inaugural ceremony took place on 2nd September in the Rose Room at Twickenham, the Home of English
Rugby and was attended by sporting celebrities as well as team members of the England team and Premiership
players.
The NRA were designed to honour the achievements of all the thousands rugby clubs across the country. The
awards acknowledge their dedication and commitment to rugby.
The Awards give the opportunity for clubs at all levels to enter and gain recognition for their contribution to the
game. They recognise clubs, players, coaches, volunteers, mini sections, supporters and many more people that
make rugby the fabulous game it is. (Editor: Referees are not specifically mentioned in this list, sadly , but have to
be satisfied will classification as volunteers or many people. Although not the first referee to be nominated,
CUDRRS has the first to have won the Lifetime Achievement award.)
No other event brings together all the clubs and players from all the leagues in England, providing a great opportunity for sponsors to gain exposure to those at the very heart of English rugby.
The event supports the RFU Injured Players Foundation.

FROM ME TO YOU
Thank you CUDRRS for putting
me forward for this Award.
Please share in this
national recognition of the
indispensable role that
refereeing plays in
making Rugby a game full of
fervour, fun and friendships.
Enjoy the moment.

My thanks to the many readers who sent
me congratulations on my short listing
and later success. And this one was particularly heart warming.
“It was a privilege to have been with you
on Thursday. The standing ovation to
and from the stage was genuine and
heart warming but, more importantly,
your community game / referees speech
was as good as I've heard you.
Again, a genuine privilege.
Thank you”.
TK

CONTACT is compiled and edited by Michael Dimambro, Honorary Member of CUDRRS.
Contributions from all in the Society and its customers are welcomed and invited.
Please send your comments, views etc by email to:
michael.dimambro@ntlworld.com or telephone 01223 564459.

