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Introduction 

The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to provide all those involved with Wimbledon 
RFC (the “Club”) with some fundamental rules concerning the standards of 
behaviour that are expected at all times, both on and off the field of play.  

We all share great pride in the success of our Club, but we must also ensure that 
our conduct both on and off the field of play is, at all times, of the highest standard 
and does not in any way bring or have the potential to bring the Club’s reputation 
into disrepute. We all share the responsibility in ensuring that Rugby’s Core Values, 
in particular discipline, respect and sportsmanship, are consistently maintained.   

As a player you should: 

• Always treat those involved with the Club and its opposition players, coaches and 
spectators with respect

• Always respect Match Officials and their decisions, whether you agree with them 
or not

• Acknowledge good individual and team performances from both teams
• Remember that respect and sportsmanship underpins rugby and thank opposition 

players and Match Officials after every match, win, lose or draw
• Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit
• Always play the Game according to the letter and the spirit of the Laws and honour 

and respect the traditions of the Game
• Never engage in disrespectful conduct of any sort including profanity, abuse, 

sledging, obscene gestures, taunting or other conduct that may cause upset, 
annoyance or offence to other players, coaches, Match Officials or spectators

• Always treat the facilities and equipment made available to you during training and 
matches with respect

• Look after your own health and welfare and never use any prohibited substances, 
illicit or otherwise.  If in doubt, always seek advice from professional staff



As a coach you should: 

• Always conduct yourself in a manner that demonstrates professionalism, 
leadership and respect for the Game and all those involved in it, whether they are 
players, coaches, spectators or Match Officials

• Seek to promote the participation and enjoyment of all players, regardless of their 
ability

• Show care and concern to all injured players and follow the advice of medical staff 
when determining when a player is ready to recommence training or playing

• Teach players that honest effort and competing to the best of their ability is as 
important as a victory

• Maintain appropriate and professional relationships and boundaries with players 
at all times

• Maintain a thorough knowledge of the Laws of the Game, keep abreast of current 
coaching methods & philosophies and consistently strive to improve as a coach;

• Always consider the health, safety and welfare of players
• Ensure that your coaching reflects the level of the player and the competition being 

played

As a spectator you should: 

• Always respect Match Officials and their decisions, whether you agree with them 
or not. It is very important to remember that many of them are volunteers that 
give up their valuable time to ensure that rugby matches can be played

• Acknowledge good individual and team performances from both teams
• Never verbally abuse any player, spectator or coach. Be aware that such 

behaviour may create a negative environment for players and their on-field 
behaviour may reflect this

Breach of the above will be dealt with in line with the sanctions set out in the Club’s 
Discipline Policy and could include having your membership revoked or suspended 
for a period of time.   


