
MCC PLAYER DISCIPLINE TRIALS 2016

DISCIPLINARY BREACH AT LEVEL 1 

(a) Abuse of cricket ground, equipment or fixtures/fittings;

(b) Showing dissent at an umpire’s decision by word or action;

(c)  Using language that is obscene, offensive or insulting and/or making an 
obscene gesture;

(d) Excessive appealing;

(e)  Charging or advancing towards an umpire in an aggressive manner when 
appealing.

SANCTIONS
• On the first occasion, the umpires summon the captain of the offending 

player and issue a first and final warning which applies to all members of that 
team for, and lasts for the rest of the match.

• However, if anyone in that team has already committed a Level 2, 3 or 4 offence 
during the match, the warning procedure for a Level 1 offence outlined above 
shall be dispensed with, and any Level 1 breach by any member of the same side 
will result in 5 penalty runs immediately being awarded to the opposing side. 

• On the second and any subsequent occasions that a Level 1 offence is 
committed, the umpires award 5 Penalty runs to the opposing team.

• Any official warning or award of Penalty runs must be reported by the 
umpires in a joint report.

DISCIPLINARY BREACH AT LEVEL 2

(a) Showing serious dissent at an umpire’s decision by word or action;

(b)  Inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between players in the course 
of play;

(c)  Throwing the ball at or near a player, umpire or official in an inappropriate and 
dangerous manner;

(d)  Using language or gesture that is obscene or of a serious insulting nature to 
another player, umpire, referee, team official or spectator; 

DISCIPLINARY BREACH AT LEVEL 4

(a) Threatening an umpire;

(b) Physical assault of another player, umpire, official or spectator;

(c) Any act of violence on the field of play;

(d)  Using language or gesture that seriously offends, insults, humiliates, 
intimidates, threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of 
that person’s race, religion or belief, colour, descent, national or ethnic origin, 
age, disability, gender, sexual orientation or background.

SANCTIONS
• The umpires award 5 Penalty runs to the opposing team on every occasion 

that such a breach occurs.

• The umpires warn the captain that any future breach of a Level 1 offence by 
any member of his team will immediately result in Penalty Runs.

• Each occurrence must be reported by the umpires in a joint report.

DISCIPLINARY BREACH AT LEVEL 3 

(a) Intimidating an umpire;

(b) Threatening to assault another player, team official or spectator; 

(c)  Using language or gesture that offends, insults, humiliates, intimidates, 
threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of that person’s 
race, religion or belief, colour, descent, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, 
gender, sexual orientation or background.

SANCTIONS
• The umpires shall inform the captain of the offending player that a Level 3 

breach has occurred, and instruct the captain to remove the offending player 
from the field of play for a specified number of overs.

• The umpires shall warn the captain that any future breach of a Level 1 offence 
by any member of his team will immediately result in Penalty Runs.

• Suspension period shall be 10 overs in a ‘time’ game. In a limited-overs game, 
one-fifth of the number of overs available to each side at the start of the 
match, with fractions rounded up. 

• A fielder can return to the field of play immediately he has served his period 
of suspension, and may bowl the next over immediately following his return. 
A substitute fielder is not permitted whilst he is off the field.

• After he has served his suspension, a batsman can return to bat at the fall of 
the next wicket, or he can return at any stage before the next wicket falls, in 
which case the batsman that he replaces is retired out. If 9 wickets are down 
when or whilst a batsman is suspended, then his team are all out.

• The umpires shall award 5 Penalty runs to the opposing side, inform the 
scorers, and shall jointly report.

SANCTIONS
• The umpires shall summon the captain of the offending player, inform him 

that a Level 4 breach has occurred, and instruct the captain to remove the 
offending player from the field of play for the rest of the match. 

• The umpires shall warn the captain that any future breach of a Level 1 offence 
by any member of his team will immediately result in Penalty Runs.

• If the offending player is a batsman, he is Retired out, and if 9 wickets are 
already down at the time of the offence, his team is all out.

• The umpires shall award 5 Penalty runs to the opposing side, inform the 
scorers and shall jointly report.

GENERAL POINTS

• The umpires must agree on the Level of breach which 
has occurred.

• All official warnings and sanctions must be reported to 
the League/Competition Executive and the Governing 
Body of the match concerned.

• If a bowler is suspended in mid-over, then that over must 
be completed by a different bowler, who shall not have 
bowled the previous over and who shall not bowl the 
next over. Such a part over shall count as a full over as far 
as each bowler’s limit is concerned.

• The Captain is responsible under Law for the behaviour 
of his side, and so it is he who shall remove a player from 
the field if directed by the umpires. If he is the offender, 
then the vice-captain or another senior player take on 
this responsibility.

• All of the sanctions are intended as deterrents to prevent 
extremes of player misconduct. It is hoped that the 
knowledge that such behaviour will result in sanctions 
within the game will significantly reduce the incidence 
of it.


