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Message from the Chairman

Happy New Year to everyone.  After a record breaking 2013 there is much to look 
forward to in 2014, and I hope you are all as excited about  the second half of the season 
as I am.  

Disappointingly, the first weekend was pretty much a washout due to the heavy rain and  
waterlogged pitches throughout the region.  Let’s hope the weather is kinder going forward than 
it was this time last year.

In the Seniors, the 1st team had a very commendable first half and have consolidated their  
position in the top half of the new League, whilst the Wolfhounds have also gone from strength 
to strength.  The Wolves are top of their League and the Rovers are fighting hard in theirs.  
The Junior Academy have had some great successes along with some disappointments, but 
are making good progress with many youngsters getting their first taste of senior rugby, more 
of this will follow during the second half.  And the Foxes are, so far, having their best season 
ever!

All of the Youth teams now look forward, with eager anticipation, to the Eastern Counties 
and Suffolk Cups and expectations are high that in several age groups we can challenge for 
regional honours. The Minis go from strength to strength, with numbers still growing even  
despite the recent weather. Both they and Youth are benefitting enormously from the Club’s coach  
development programmes.

Finally, we have our annual 7’s extravaganza to look forward to at the end of the season on 
Sunday 4th May. We will let you know more event details in the forthcoming editions of Howling 
Wolf, but rest assured, it will be spectacular! So all in all, there is plenty of exciting rugby at all 
levels to look forward to in the second half.

Just a mention of our sponsors, without whom we would not be able to provide the  
facilities and support for our players of all ages that we are 
able to. So if you need a service they provide or to make 
a purchase that may sell please bear them in mind and 
support them where possible. In many instances if you  
mention you are a Club member you will receive a discount, 
as well as demonstrating that their sponsorship is noted.  You 
will find a list of sponsors on the website and we thank them 
all for their continued support.

I wish you all a successful second half and look forward 
to seeing you all down the Club over the coming weeks.

Mike Robinson, Chairman



What’s on this month?
 
Pre-Match Lunches

Come and join us for a pre-match lunch. £20/head for starter, 
main course, cheese and biscuits and a glass of wine.

Home Fixtures 2014
11th January  vs. Tring – sit down @ 1pm
25th January  vs. Barnes – sit down @ 1pm
15th February  vs. Tonbridge Juddian – sit down @ 1pm
1st March Support the Wolves and Rovers in their home games – sit down @ 1pm
8th March  vs. East Grinstead – sit down @ 1pm
29th March  vs. Dorking – sit down @ 1pm – 9 places left

Book your places at clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com
All places booked must be paid for in full. Cancellations only accepted, via email, 5 days or more 

before the event.  Cancellations received after this time will be charged in full.

Forthcoming dates for your diary
Sun 27th April   Mini’s Presentation Day 
Sun 4th May   Greene King IPA International 7’s Tournament 
Weds 5th–Sun 11th May Compiegne to Bury Bike Ride
Sat 17th May   Club Dinner and Presentation Night 
Thurs 5th June   AGM 
Fri 6th June   Club Ball

Forthcoming Events – please see club website for more information
www.bserufc.co.uk

Players looking for work 

We have several senior players looking for work, some from overseas and some local lads, recently out 
of college. Most are willing to do anything and have a range of skills and experience. 

If you know of any jobs available at your place of work or are looking for new recruits are looking for new 
recruits yourself, please contact Mike Robinson at mrobinson@ry.tm

Singing our way to charity

Rugby players are not often renowned for their dulcet tones and pitch perfect singing voices but the people of 
Bury must have been in the festive spirit when 40 players and club supporters toured the town’s pubs for an 
evening of carol singing before Christmas for charity. 

An impressive £343.85 was raised for Cancer Research UK. 

Howling Wolf wonders if in return for the cash an assurance was given that they wouldn’t sing outside the 
Clubhouse’s four walls again until next December? Maybe we should put the club forward for Gareth Malone’s 
next choir?



Director of Rugby’s Senior Playing Report

On behalf of the senior playing squad may I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a Happy New Year.  
We were extremely grateful for the dedicated support we received in 2013 and look forward to another suc-
cessful 2014 at the Greene King IPA Haberden.

The 1st XV had a busy run in to the Christmas break and have consolidated ourselves in 5th place, ahead 
of the mid table chasing pack.  We won 3 out of our last 5 games but the most pleasing aspect has been our 
ability to pick up losing bonus points in those games we haven’t been able to win.  The squad finished the year 
with two excellent home wins, demonstrating a super defensive performance against Hertford and a display 
of running attacking rugby against Barking.  

We are excited about the prospect of the 2nd half of the season and our aim will be to reverse a couple of 
those disappointing close losses in the 1st half.  We particularly look to welcome three of the current top four 
sides to the GK IPA Haberden. Performance against them will help us to gauge of the level of improvement 
we have achieved.

The Wolfhounds continue to have a strong season and we are now seeing players consistently push for and 
break into the first team squad regularly on a Saturday.  A couple of fantastic results have seen the Wolf-
hounds pick up wins against Cambridge University U21s and Bishop Stortford’s 2nd team showing how far 
this group of players have developed.  It has also been pleasing to see some of our Junior Academy players 
break into senior rugby and we look forward to the next crop of home grown talent continuing to develop along 
this pathway.

The Wolves and Rovers continue to provide an excellent opportunity for social rugby, as well as giving a 
pathway for the our developing Junior academy players. The Wolves continue to sit top of Suffolk Merit 1.  A 
combination of some experienced heads and young bodies seems to be a recipe for success at this level.  At 
times we have struggled to consistently get a Wolves and Rovers side out and we would encourage players 
to commit if they can to the season. It was pleasing to see some of our returning University students get game 
time with these sides during the Christmas holidays and this is something we continue to encourage during 
academic holidays.

I had the pleasure of watching the Foxes play Harwich ladies as part of a curtain raiser to a home 1st XV 
fixture and the standard of rugby on show is excellent. The dedication the ladies show to their training and the 
commitment they give to further develop ladies rugby within the club and region is a credit to them.  A display 
based around a solid scrum allowed the ladies to score some superb tries with free flowing running rugby.

The Junior Academy continues to act as a fantastic development pathway for our up and coming players. The 
style and structure of rugby on display from these young players replicates that of the senior squad and is a 
credit to themselves and the coaching team.  The JA had a close fought National Plate game against Maver-
icks, only exiting the competition on a number of tries scored ruling after a 33-33 draw.  They now turn their 
attention to Eastern Counties Cup duties.

One of our senior players, Ben Radmall, has also been training on a weekly basis with Championship side 
London Scottish.  With Terry’s close contacts, Ben has been able to travel down to Richmond on a Tuesday 
to carry out S&C sessions, unit work and team sessions to aid his further development.

Finally we welcome a new addition to the Senior Playing squad in the form of Kiwi, Jesse 
Rush.  Jesse is from the same town as previous recruits Brenton Krammer and Kenny 
Eggers and acts as a versatile back, with experience at outhalf and centre.  He has 
played the majority of his club rugby in the Nelson region, gaining representative honours 
with Nelson Bays as well as being involved in the Tasman training squad, before, most 
recently, being based in Perth, Australia.  We look forward to giving him a warm Bury 
welcome and seeing him on the pitch soon.

Gavin Hogg - Director of Rugby



Sponsor of the month

Burnett Barker Solicitors 
- All Weather Pitch sponsors

In the short time that we’ve been involved with the 
club – we became Under 16’s Team Sponsors just 
last season – we’ve really been impressed by the hard 
work of so many volunteers and club staff and by the  
recent achievements of the Club – not only on the field 
but also for the benefit of the community at large: great 
youth development plus excellent facilities for other 
clubs and groups they would otherwise struggle to find  
somewhere affordable to use.

We liked what we saw and wanted to do 
more to help, so from this season we’re 

pleased to have become All Weather Pitch 
sponsors.

With our sponsorship, the club is able to keep the All Weather Pitch maintained to the highest standards and 
suitable for use by many of the club’s teams and the many local and community groups who also rely on it.

We hope to see you at the club but if in the meantime if you need help with any legal problem, one of our legal 
experts will be pleased to help.

We are a modern law firm serving businesses and individuals 
across the region in a range of legal disciplines from our offices in 

Bury St Edmunds.  We are fast, efficient and cost-effective.

Get in touch on 01284 701131 or through our website at www.burnettbarker.co.uk



40th Anniversary Memorial Cycle Ride
 
OK, so January is here and the health kick has started. 

Anyone looking for a challenge there are still a few places left to join in the 40th anniversary memorial ride in 
May. To sign up contact Andy Spetch at spetch16@btinternet.com. The entry cost is £750.

Those already committed and in need of some group cycle training to give them impetus, a weekly spin class 
has been arranged at Bury Leisure Centre on Friday mornings from 6.45 to 7.30am. 
To book your place contact matthew@jewersgrain.co.uk 

Boxing Day
 

As usual a large crowd turned up to enjoy our tradi-
tional Boxing Day extravaganza,  

Under 30s V over 30s.

Unfortunately this year, the Turkey and mulled wine, and 
subsequent heavy stomachs and sore heads had got the 
better of many of the would be players, resulting in a low 

turn out of booted participants.  

Nevertheless 16 intrepid stalwarts donned the 
kit of the day to entertain the thronged masses, 
playing a shortened 8 a side match with broadly 

over 30s slugging it out in the forwards and under 
30s posing as the fancy dans in the backs.

 A few cunning rules introduced by the official for 
the day, one  Andrew Herlihy,  ensured an even 

contest, even if they did for a while 
baffle both players and spectators alike. 

In the end the Greens beat the Blacks 
and honour was served, allowing all to 

get back to the more serious business of 
making merry in the bar, with Christmas 

jumpers to the fore, the partying lasted well 
into the early evening, giving a good festive 

send off for the clubroom in 2013, and a 
merry time was had by all.





Strength and conditioning, weight loss &
improved fitness . . . . . Fitness assesments &individual gym programmes

also available.

 07500 554598

 9am - 5pm
 9am - 1pm



Follow us

All the latest club information including match reports and  
www.bserufc.co.uk  

Let us know your thoughts and follow the comments by join-
ing our facebook page or follow us on twitter @BSERugby

www.pitchero.com/clubs/burystedmunds

The Howling Wolf - Editor: Rebecca Haywood, Graphic Designer: Di Jackson

.   For your  graphic design  needs   .

.   promotional material, brochures, leaflets, logo design   .

give me a call and I will see if I can help

Di Jackson    .   07817 458678   .   dijackson@waitrose.com

Rebecca Haywood Consulting 

Looking for some help to boost your business and raise its profile? 

Rebecca Haywood, an experienced freelance PR consultant covering extensive 
communications disciplines – financial, government, corporate, consumer, partnership 
marketing, speech writing, event management and trade. 

Want to get your message out to your customers or industry? Or maybe you need to re-
visit your corporate brochures or draft website copy but don’t have the time? 

Contact Rebecca Haywood on 07771 528850 or email rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 

 

 

  FIRST XV 2nds 3rds 4ths

18/01/2014 Basingstoke  A Basingstoke  2nds A  

25/01/2014 BARNES  H BARNES  2nds H Diss  3rds  A STOWMARKET 3RDS  H

01/02/2014 Thurrock A SHELFORD  2nds H 

08/02/2014 Guernsey   A AMPTHILL  2nds H COLCHESTER 3RDS  H Hadleigh 2nds  A
 
15/02/2014 TONBRIDGE   H SOUTHEND 2nds  H Ipswich YM 2nds  A 


