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Message from the Chairman

WE’VE DONE IT!

As I am sure you are all now aware, the 1st team’s victory over Chingford has ensured 
that we cannot be caught and will therefore end the season as League Champions, 
winning promotion to the National Leagues for the first time in the Club’s history.

This is a fantastic achievement and a proud day for the Club.  
Massive credit and congratulations must go, firstly, to Terry Sands, our DOR, who had the 
vision five years ago, subsequently convincing the committee to raise our standards and aim 
for promotion to National League Rugby.  He has been the architect of our success, working 
tirelessly to put in place the structures, processes, standards and personnel needed, and 
in the process transforming BSE RUFC into a more professionally run club in all matters to 
do with playing.  Terry has been the constant driving force, and crucially last year recruited  
Gav Hogg and the current coaching team. Combined, they have been instrumental in  
transforming our performances on the pitch, changing the game the club plays to a brand 
of rugby that our competitors struggle to compete with, whilst constantly working hard to 
improve on each performance.  

Over the last two seasons, Terry has gradually recruited the current 1st team squad,  
successfully enticing back some of the best long lost Bury young players. Big  
congratulations go to Matt Edison and his team for the way they have performed  
throughout this season.  They set their goal before the season started to win promotion by 
going unbeaten and, although there are still three games to go, what they have achieved 
so far is nothing short of outstanding.  They have played some fantastic, highly skilled and 
entertaining rugby and even in the games where they have not performed at their best, they 
have still shown enough grit and determination to secure the victory.

So, a massive well done and huge congratulations go to all involved in the  
management, coaching and playing in attaining this historic achievement for the 
club.

One key and exciting aspect of the success is that it is not just about the 1st team. The 
whole club has, over the last few years, been transformed and standards have been raised  
dramatically from the Minis up through the Youths and Seniors.  For example, recently the 
Wolves have beaten the second teams of both Shelford and Bishops Stortford, both of 
whom are in the League that we will now be going into. This success has not happened by 
chance but is testament to the hard work by the army of volunteer coaches, assistants and  
managers, all of which gives us the structure and support to sustain us in national rugby in 
the future.



One of the important and planned aspects of our success this year has also been the  
managed development of our youth players. Both Sean Davis and Jamie Cook played in 
the game against Chingford and are still only 18.  Playing at a National level, will now give 
all our young players a higher and better level of rugby to aspire to.

Massive thanks must also go to all our main sponsors, without whose support we 
could not achieve the heights we are, I hope you can all feel part of our success. 

In the rest of the newsletter you will hear more stories of endeavour and 
achievement by both players and coaches. We will continue to build 
on our success by constantly seeking to improve standards in all we 
do. Furthermore enjoyment for all in being part of our great club, at 
whatever level, age or ability remains at the forefront of our ethos.

Mike Robinson - Chairman

Forthcoming Events

Please see club website for more information www.bserufc.co.uk

2013 
  
Tues 9th April   Mini Rugby Skills Development Camp (6-12 yrs)
Thurs 11th April   Youth Rugby Skills Development Camp (13-16 yrs)
Sat 20th April  Club Party for the whole club, to celebrate the clubs promotion  
     to national leagues.
 Everyone is welcome, Entry will be free. Disco, Karaoke, plus food. 7.30pm start 
Sun 28th April  Mini’s Presentation Day
Fri 3rd & Sat 4th May Suffolk Beers Festival at The Haberden
Sun 5th May  Greene King IPA International Rugby 7’s 
Sat 11th May  Club Dinner and Presentation Night
Fri 24th May  Club Ball @ The Apex – further details below
Thurs 6th June  Club AGM 



Club Party - Sat 20th April
Club Party for the whole club at The Haberden, to celebrate the clubs promotion to national 
leagues. Everyone is welcome, Entry will be free. Disco, Karaoke, plus food. 7.30pm start

Suffolk Beers Festival
Here at the club on Friday 3rd May and Saturday 4th May. 
A please see club website for more information www.bserufc.co.uk
 
Greene King IPA International Rugby 7’s - Sun 5th May
Volunteers still being sought to help in various roles throughout the day. If you can 
help please contact Mark Williams mww.williams@virgin.net 

Silver Hospitality at the ULR 7’s Sun 5th May - £50 per ticket or £450 per table of 10. Only 
50 places available
Silver Hospitality Ticket includes: coffee and biscuits on arrival, 3 course buffet luncheon 
with afternoon tea and cakes, wine on the table, private marquee with direct access to a bar, 
private viewing area on bank, free program for every guest and free entry for every guest.

Book your tickets with Jane via at clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com. 
Pay for you tickets and Jane will send you your tickets. Only a few places left 

Club Ball
Fri 24th May, 6.30pm – 1.00am at the Apex. Tickets are £50 per head, tables of 10.
The Apex is a great venue and should make another energetic and thoroughly enjoyable 
evening. Band for the evening are “The Inflatables”. What better way to celebrate the clubs 
success?  
Bookings with payment can be made with: 
Richard & Heather Houghton
t: 01284 828743
m: 07876527956
e: richard@allseasonsfencing.co.uk



Playing Chairman Report

With promotion now secured for the 1st XV Terry and Gavin are already preparing both 
on and off the field for next season. This includes reviewing the player and coaching base. 
More news on this will follow in due course.

The Wolves, although without a game for two weeks, have been offered fixtures in the 
very competitive Shield London North 2 league. This will see them playing many of the 
2nds teams of clubs in National 3 South and above and will help in the development of our  
players into 1st team rugby.

The Colts have managed to find fixtures during March and recorded a very close victory 
against Shelford 15 v 14.

I also had the pleasure of watching both the under15’s and under 16’s win their Suffolk 
Cup games at Colchester. Both sides played some very good rugby in very wet and cold 
conditions. Congratulations to the under 16’s who went on to win the Suffolk Cup.

The Foxes played in early March losing narrowly 24 v 25 to Norwich Medics but it is great 
to see this new team making superb progress this season and really establishing them-
selves. 

Club Coach Gavin Hogg has now presented the new RFU playing structure for those over 
18s next season. In summary it means that anyone above this age group will now play their 
rugby on a Saturday as a senior. There will be no Colts rugby on 
a Sunday. Carefully managed and with commitment to training from 
the players, this change will be extremely positive as it will enable 
players development to be accelerated.

Andy Spetch
Playing Chairman



Youth Report

We are fortunate that each of the youth age groups (Under 13s-16s) have been lucky to 
have plenty of players over the winter as more boys try the game at school and want to play 
club rugby too.  The inevitable injuries have sometimes depleted squads but on several  
occasions two same age group teams have been fielded on the same day. The under 16s 
have managed this twice this season, defeating other clubs first teams.  They’ve also been 
able to bolster the under 17s on occasion with players.

There are a healthy number of boys involved with coaching and games at Suffolk,  
Eastern Counties and the Saints EPDG level.  This is supplemented by the excellent 
coaching available within the club, including that provided by Gavin Hogg and his coaching 
team.  The under 16s recently enjoyed an intensive ball-handling session with Lee Parry,  
an EC Community Rugby Coach and our club development officer Ben Scully has worked 
with our under 13s players at St James Middle School to build a trophy-winning side.  
Training has been well-attended over the long winter and the benefits are seen in matches.
Suffolk Cup results have been encouraging this season, with the under 13s runners-up with 
good wins over Colchester and Sudbury and under 14s finishing third after a tense victory 
over Hadleigh. Our under 15s were runners-up after a long-awaited win over Colchester, 
despite terrible conditions and the under 16s were winners after beating Ipswich YM and 
trouncing both Southwold and Colchester by more than 50 points to nil.  In the subsequent 
Eastern Counties play-off games, the under 15s comfortably beat fellow runners-up Holt 
and Peterborough whilst the under 16s shared the trophy with North Walsham after easily 
beating Shelford.  The under 13s have their play-off against Wymondham after Easter.

As the end of the season approaches, the under 13s will be taking a group of 77 players, 
parents and siblings to watch the IRB/Emirates 7s finals day at Twickenham and playing 
in the Sudbury floodlit tournament,  the under 14s will be playing at the Diss festival and  
competing in a 7s tournament at Ipswich and the under 15s are taking 19 players on a May 
tour to Camber Sands.  Meanwhile the under 16s can look forward to…revision, GCSE  
exams and a nervous wait for results in August!

Finally, thanks to those organisations that sponsor our youth teams - Burnett Barker 
Solicitors (U16s), PDR Plant Ltd (U15s) and Culford School (U13s). 

John Hicks



Minis Update

With the end of the season in sight, this still remains a busy period for Bury Minis

Festivals

The festival season is in full swing with several planned for the minis. Frustratingly weather 
meant a postponement both the North Walsham and Cambridge festivals although we will be 
visiting Bishops Stortford and Ipswich over the next few weeks with Tigers’ Landrover Cup 
tournament scheduled for our U11s and U12s.   Early results from festival played show that 
Bury teams are doing well and with determination and team spirit our club is renowned for.

Calling off matches

You will be aware that unfortunately we have had to call off matches over the last few weeks 
due to the state of the pitches and/or weather conditions. Please be assured that any  
decision to call matches off is not taken lightly as we have to consider several issues. 
We will try to give you plenty of notice but it would be prudent to check your e-mails before 
you set off. This is also true of any festivals you might be attending. We acknowledge the 
efforts of Becky Haywood our Fixtures Secretary who manages to juggle the ever changing 
fixture lists with efficiency and serenity (and the odd stiff vodka).

Fundraising

We have had another successful year selling RFU raffle tickets with some age groups  
embracing this more than others! We receive 90p for every ticket sold so this is a great way 
to raise funds for the club.  The result in the competition to raise the most per age group will 
be announced on the Presentation day - 28th April.  If you still wish to buy a brick, this will 
contribute £100 to your age group’s cause.

Coaches Meeting

Minis Chair Olly Jackson has conducted meetings with all age groups coaches and  
management teams. These have been well attended and discussions have included 
coach development and succession planning for the new season. What is clear is that the  
players are coached by motivated, enthusiastic and well qualified coaches. We are looking  
to enhance qualifications by running further courses to ensure a minimum standard of  
competency, although in most age groups this is exceeded.

Christmas Party Date

Following on from the success of the Christmas party at Curve Motion in December, this 
has been booked again for this year so the date in your diary for this will be Sunday 15th 
December - don’t forget to wear your rugby shirts.

Greene King IPA 7’s

This prestige event takes place on Sunday 5th May this year and will involve teams from 
amongst others Leicester, Northampton and the amazing Saracens! (Your author is a 
‘Fez Head’.)  This event cannot run without the commitment of volunteers. If you can spare 
two hours that day serving food for instance, then please let Olly know. You will receive free 
entry to the event and something to eat and drink.



A big thank you…

The Minis section would like to thank Jack Gomersall who, having won the ‘Heads and 
Tails’ at a recent home match, donated the £100 winnings to us. We intend using this 
money to develop 4 coaches to Level 1 Coaching status.  Thanks Jack for your generous 
contribution.  I would be glad to introduce you to the chaps benefiting.

And finally…

As this newsletter is being edited the minis are on their much anticipated tour.  
Seventy-five boys and their parents have made the journey up to Worksop College. By all 
accounts the boys have played their hearts out on the rugby field and exhausted themselves 
with an array of activities laid on for them including swimming, rifle shooting, quad biking and 
relay games. The dads? Well, rumour has it they attempted a swift game of rugby and then 
retired to the bar! No doubt there will be more reporting of this in the next newsletter, but 
in the meantime thanks to Olly and especially our minis sponsor James Sinclair from 
Finborough School for arranging the tour.

Neil Ireland 
Minis Vice Chairman

A reminder : Rugby’s Core Values

Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship

A gentle reminder to all - as the board in front of the clubhouse states, we will not tolerate 
foul or abusive behaviour.

In recent weeks, there have been a few instances, home and away and on both  
Saturdays and Sundays where abusive behaviour from people purporting to be from our club, 
has been reported. Fortunately, to date all incidents have been minor, but these type of  
occurrences need to stop!  Can all coaches, parents, spectators, players remember 
that this great game of rugby is built on respect, good sportsmanship and friendship to all – 
the core values defined by the RFU, listed above.  Please support your team by all means, 
but show good grace to the opposition and certainly to the referees and officials. Everyone 
makes mistakes, players and officials alike. We all like to hear friendly and witty banter, it’s 
a great part of our game. 

But please consider where to draw the line and do not use any 
inappropriate language.  Thank you.



Brick building…

We are getting there! Thank you to all those who have supported the club through  
fundraising initiatives and the purchase of bricks in the clubhouse. We still have a further 100 
bricks for sale in order to pay back the loan for the freehold of the club’s site.  
For just £100 you can purchase a brick with yours or your family’s name on and be 
part of the club’s history for ever. 

We’re just a matter of weeks away from finding out which age groups in minis and youth will 
win the prize for the most bricks sold. Now’s your chance to help your age group scoop the 
prize - a fantastic Samurai Kit Bag for each member.

Another month, another award!

Fresh on the back of the Rugby World Team of the Month Award for Bury 1XV, the club has 
received news that it has won another award. RFU President Paul Murphy has selected 
Bury St Edmunds RUFC as a runner up in his 2013 President’s XV Recog-
nition Awards under the Quality Coaching category. The award recognises the 
achievements of our youth, mini and community coaching programme.  

The club’s coaching team headed by Gavin Hogg will be presented with the award by the 
next president of the RFU, at our home league match against Luton on 13th April. As well 
as a trophy to grace our cabinet in the clubhouse, the club will receive £100 to reinvest in 
grassroots rugby and will also serve as a coaching case study on the RFU website. 

Well done to all the coaching staff across all age groups for this outstanding  
achievement. Please join us on 13th for the last home match of the season for 1XV and to 
help celebrate the trophy presentation.  

Greene King 7s – Sunday 5th May

We are less than a month away now from the biggest event of the BSE RUFC calendar 
- our annual international 7s Tournament. This year we are delighted to welcome Greene 
King as sponsor. I am sure you’ll agree with its impeccable rugby credentials, impressive 
portfolio of brands and businesses and its proximity to our club we could not have a better 
sponsor.  We look forward to a close association with Greene King for many years to come. 
Thanks go to ULR who have been an incredible sponsor of the tournament for the past four 
years, believing in Terry Sand’s ability to pull off a spectacular display of rugby even when 
it was just a vision!

It is hard to believe the tournament is only in its 5th year as it has already been established 
as one of the premier events of the 7s sporting calendar. With fourteen major teams 
signed up including premiership giants Saracens, Northampton Saints, Leicester Tigers and 
London Welsh as well as some of the biggest named sides in 7s rugby, the event is expected 
to be even better than previous years. 
If you haven’t pencilled in the date already, please do. 

In order for a tournament like the 7s to happen we need an army of volunteers to help in 
advance and for parts of the day. So here’s the plea…. if you can spare a few hours to 
help make this happen please contact Mark Williams mww.williams@virgin.net





BURY ST EDMUNDS RFC SENIORS FIXTURES - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013

DATE FIRST XV  WOLVES  ROVERS
    

13/04/2013 LUTON    H  Nth Walsham   A  Thurston  2nds  A

20/04/2013 Rochford   A  TBC  TBC

27/04/2013 SUFFOLK CUP     

BURY ST EDMUNDS RFC MINIS FIXTURES - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013

DATE HOME / AWAY TRAINING (T)  / OPPOSITION        

14 APR 13   T        

21 APR 13  A       Ipswich Festival ; Ipswich YM RFU (A)

28 APR 13   PRESENTATION DAY



And finally…

We are always looking to hear your views on why you love the club, but also what 
changes you’d like to see that could improve it. 

If you have suggestions please complete this survey and email it to Jane Spetch or drop it 
behind the bar. 

Membership Survey - we would like to hear from you

What are the 3 reasons you joined the club? ………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Now you are a member, what are your expectations from the club? ………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are we meeting them? If not, why not? ……………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………..…………………………..………………
……………………………..…….……………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

What 3 things would you like to see at the club? …………………………..………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Any further suggestions/feedback? ………………………………………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Name (optional) ……………………………………………………………………………

Please return your answers to Jane at clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com

Any stories or photos for next month’s Howling Wolf please send to  
mrobinson@ry.tm or rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 



Follow us

All the latest club information including match reports and  
fixtures are available on the website www.bserufc.co.uk  

Let us know your thoughts and follow the comments by join-
ing our facebook page or follow us on twitter @BSERugby

Please see our website for our full fixtures lists for the season
www.pitchero.com/clubs/burystedmunds

The Howling Wolf - Editor: Rebecca Haywood, Graphic Designer: Di Jackson

.   For your graphic design needs   .

.   promotional material, brochures, leaflets, logo design   .

give me a call and I will see if I can help

Di Jackson   .   07817 458678   .   dijackson@waitrose.com

Rebecca Haywood Consulting 

Looking for some help to boost your business and raise its profile? 

Rebecca Haywood, an experienced freelance PR consultant covering extensive 
communications disciplines – financial, government, corporate, consumer, partnership 
marketing, speech writing, event management and trade. 

Want to get your message out to your customers or industry? Or maybe you need to re-
visit your corporate brochures or draft website copy but don’t have the time? 

Contact Rebecca Haywood on 07771 528850 or email rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sponsors

We are very grateful to all our many sponsors,  
who support the club in so many ways, not just financially.  

They are the life blood of the club, without whom the club could not survive. 

So please, in return, where we can, let’s give them OUR support by buying their products 
and services, whenever we can. Please mention to them that you are a rugby club member, 
as you may well get a discount, but you will certainly get good service and most importantly 
they will then know that their support for the club is being reciprocated. 

For a full list of sponsors and the services they offer please visit the website. 
www.bserufc.co.uk




