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Message from the Chairman
Welcome to our summer edition of Howling Wolf. 
We thought we should take the opportunity to let you know what’s been 
happening at the Club since the season finished, the Club’s executive and coaching team have 
been busy preparing for the season ahead.

Supporting the Development of Our Future 1st XV Players
Over the past few seasons we have seen many players make the transition from youth rugby to 
senior rugby. During last season’s successful promotion winning campaign sixteen former club 
Colts represented the 1st XV, in future we want this to be even greater.

With the step up in standard  to National League level, we now must ensure that our fantastic 
pool of mini and youth coaches are even better equipped to develop players capable of making the  
significant jump to senior rugby when their time comes. With that in mind we continue to  
support our coaches with access to funded RFU CPD and award courses that raises the standard of  
coaching and therefore the skills and abilities of our young players.

Further support this coming season will come from a new initiative developed by Terry Sands 
whereby the senior playing squad will contribute to the development of our future players by  
providing coaching assistance,  player mentoring and guidance to our up-and-coming talent.

This will take place in the form of two overseas players (one forward and one back) being affiliated 
to each youth team (U13-U16). These players will be present at each mid-week training session 
on a rotational basis meaning they can give specialist positional coaching and translate concepts 
from senior rugby to youth rugby.

Our younger players within the mini section will benefit too as senior players at the club will join 
minis coaching staff on Sunday mornings, to support the teams in playing action,  interact with the 
young players and provide a positive and aspirational role model.

In addition to this Terry and Gav Hogg have put together a new team of experienced and  
qualified coaches to help and support all of the youth coaches, to be known as the CAAT team 
(coaching, advise and assistance team). Headed up by Andy Spetch, this new team will provide 
mentoring, guidance, and specialist coaching support wherever is needed across all age groups. 

Finally, I am delighted to be able to announce that following Terry Sands joining the executive  
committee as playing Chairman, Gav Hogg has been promoted to be our  
Director of Rugby. Congratulations to Gav, it is well deserved and I am sure 
you will all support him in his new enhanced role.

We hope the players, parents and coaches enjoy the extra resources. Our intention 
is, through these coach development and support programmes, to provide a 
pathway for all abilities to continue to play their rugby at our fantastic club.

Mike Robinson - Chairman



AGM Report

The 2013 Club AGM was held on Thurs June 6th.

Thirty members were in attendance to hear and approve reports, along with electing the 
Executive Committee for next season.

After the minutes of the previous AGM were read and approved, Michael Robinson gave his 
Chairman’s Report for the season – a copy of which can be found in the members section of 
the club website and on the clubhouse notice board.

Mark Whitehead then presented a draft version of the Accounts for the season showing a 
small surplus of £1000 of income over expenditure.  Both income and expenditure had gone 
up 13% and the turnover of the club is now in excess of £400, 000.   The bar had seen an 
18% rise in sales and there was also an increase in revenue from both sponsorship and out-
side coaching (mainly from the W.S. College and Culford).  Fortunately the overall increase 
in income has just covered the ever rising operating costs, it now costs £14,600 a month to 
run the facilities of the club.

Subscriptions

Despite the increased running costs, it was agreed and voted on, to hold subscriptions at 
the same fee as last year – on the proviso that they are paid on or before October 1st.   Any 
payment after that time will incur a 10% levy.

Officers for the 2013 – 14 Season.

All the current committee were prepared to stand again with the exception of Andy Spetch 
and Alistair Evans, Senior Playing Chairman and Youth Chairman respectively.

In their place, Terry Sands and Gordon Ellis were elected to the above roles, thus the com-
mittee for next year reads as follows...

President. G Lowden  Chairman.   M Robinson 
Hon Tres. M Whitehead  Hon Sec.   S Lord 
Playing Chair. T Sands   Youth Chair.   G Ellis
Mini Chair.  O Jackson  Social Chair.   G Lofthouse
Comm Chair. R Houghton  Vice Chair.   C Berry



Playing Chairman Report

Over the last few months we have been very  busy developing the structures and personnel 
we need to support our future in the national leagues.

New Seniors Team & Coaching Structure

Firstly a team structure, has been put in place to help develop our players to the levels 
that we will need to sustain us at National Level 3, whilst also catering for rugby for all levels, 
abilities, ages and aspirations, providing rugby for all,  as both social and competitive rugby. 
The new structure chart is shown below.

A new team, The Wolfhounds, is to be established as an ‘extra 1st’ team. The aim for the 
Wolfhounds is to make the standard to which they are managed, coached and play, mirror 
as close as possible the 1st team, so that movement between the two is seamless. The 1st 
team squad will consist of around 40 players across both 1sts and Wolfhounds.

The coaching teams to support these changes have been significantly increased with the  
recruitment of several new coaches from outside, all of who have been interviewed by 
Gav and myself and where relevant, references taken up. We believe we need this level of  
resource going forwards in order to ensure that not only are our players able to compete at 
the new level but also to help develop our players of the future.



As you can see this also involves the creation of a new ‘Junior Academy’ of U17 and U18 
players, with its own specialist dedicated coaching and support teams to make sure they 
get highly focussed and age specific development plans.  Due to RFU changes there will 
be no rugby on Sundays anymore for U19s. These lads now be incorporated across the 
senior teams on Saturdays depending on ability and level of development. As the season 
progresses, as in previous years, some U18s will be introduced to senior rugby at right time 
for them, as their development allows.

There are still some positions to finalise such as some team managers and team captains 
and Gav and I will be finalising these in the run up to the start of the season. 

New Seniors Squads 

As we hoped and expected our elevation to the National Leagues has attracted many new 
players from around the region, mainly young and ambitious players who have aspirations to 
be the best and to get the best coaching and play at the highest level they can achieve. We 
very much welcome all new players, and it is good to see so many local youngsters as part 
of the our squads for next season.

With several of our well established overseas hosted players returning to their homeland 
next season, Bury’s tradition of hosting overseas players continues and next season we will 
welcome Casey Stone, Logan Dodds, Oskar Leckner, Codey Gray, Alex Fogavini  and 
David Ormrod to the Club.
 
Casey Stone joins us from New Zealand where he is a well-established player, currently 
Manawatu Turbo’s ITM Cup player.  He is a specialist full back but also plays wing and centre 
positions.

Logan Dodds is a previous North Harbour U20’s player who now plays premier grade. 
Dodds, as he is known, is a hard-nosed athletic back row specialising numbers 6 or 8. 
Our third overseas player is Oskar Leckner from Sweden who plays numbers 7, 2 and 12.   
He joins us as part of the Saints player exchange programme and has been placed at Bury 
as part of his development. 

Aussie Codey Gray joins us from Brothers Club in premier grade where is currently plays. 
Codey is a modern day mobile and athletic second row that also plays 6.
The club is welcoming two further Kiwis Alex Fogavini and David Ormrod. Alex is currently 
playing in Oz for Sunnybank premiers. He is a specialist 10 with a great tactical kicking 
game, that plays throughout the back line. David Ormrod played for the coveted Auckland  
and NZ Universities. A specialist number 9 he has been playing regularly in the tough  
Auckland premier grade.  
 
These players, along with all the new UK based players will certainly strengthen an already 
exciting and strong forty-man Senior Squad, whilst giving our youngters some great role 
models to aspire to. And for those who want to enjoy the considerable pleasures of purely social 
rugby, we now have more opportunities for you to play than over the last few seasons.

Terry Sands
Playing Chairman



Youth Round Up

All age groups have had a good year. We have used the Head Coach, Gavin Hogg’s  
template for training plans and established a more ‘game play’ training environment for the 
players. 

Results are largely improving year on year but the real goal of providing ‘Sport for All’ to 
the local community via the schools programme and promotional days has been a driving 
aim.  One of the key goals has been to try and ensure we have squad numbers at each age 
group up around the forty mark. The benefit of this is so that when age groups reach U16, 
U17 and U18 when numbers dwindle as is traditional, due to exams and outside interests, 
we will maintain strong squads. 

We have maintained numbers in all age groups during the season and are confident that 
next season each age group will have 35+ registered players. This means the fixture  
secretary and managers are required to provide two matches some weekends. Game time 
for every player is recognised as a key target and we aim this coming season to reduce to a 
minimum the issue of substitutes being given five or ten minutes of rugby. 

‘Sport for All’ means an environment where every player enjoys ninety minutes of training 
and thirty minutes of ‘game time’ per week as a minimum. This policy creates increased 
pressure on pitches and requires a larger management team at each age group, and we 
thank our coaching staff for their hard work  and commitment to achieve this.

The coaching staff at each age group have been tasked with attending regular CPDs,  
coaching their age group and stewardship of the teams on match days. There are now eighty 
plus registered coaches across all the age groups (mini & youth) and the ‘Teamer’ website 
has enabled more efficient coordination of events. There is now a development plan in place 
for the coaching team.

We have tried to encourage the use of a team manager and in most age groups this has 
worked well. We, as always, are reaching out for more volunteers to support the managers. 
The target of youth sponsorship from one source has been achieved thanks to the hard 
work of Nigel Birrell and the generosity of Culford School. This will allow further strategic  
planning and the improvement of kit for all four age groups over the next four years.



Minis Update

The Minis section continues to grow across all the age groups with a membership now at 
250 players.

The section had a busy and productive season despite the poor weather affecting training 
and fixtures. There have been successes at festivals across the region, a highlight being the 
Under 12s final at the Ipswich Festival being a Bury v Bury match.

The Bury Minis Festival was held at the end of October and was very successful with 
over 2500 players, parents and supporters in attendance at the club. As ever this event 
could not take place without the hard work and enthusiasm of the committee, coaches and 
volunteers. Many clubs have contacted us about next seasons Festival and we are already  
oversubscribed for this event.

The Minis Christmas Party was held at Curve Motion and was a great success with the 
players enjoying skating and use of the climbing area. 

Over the Easter weekend the Minis went on tour to Worksop College. Eighty players 
across the age groups played local teams as well as enjoying activities such as quad biking, 
climbing and swimming. 

There are 61 coaches across the section. We are working towards a minimum standard for 
each coach of completion of a ‘Rugby Ready’ Course, CPD, to be qualified as a First Aider 
and complete Safeguarding Training. Further coaching development will include Level 1 
Coaching courses.  

We were delighted that our Chair Olly Jackson was voted ‘Clubman of the Year’  
in recognition of his hard work and enthusiasm not only for our section but the club  
in general.

Looking forward, the Minis Section Management Team will continue to support all those 
involved with our age groups. This will include coaching development and ensuring  
infrastructure such as equipment and suitable playing and training areas are in place. The 
ultimate goal will be to ensure those involved enjoy their rugby at the club fully. 

The section acknowledges the support and hard work of all those involved in making this 
season such a success and we are looking forward to building on this for 2013/14.

Neil Ireland
Vice Chair, Minis



Bury’s Coaching picks up RFU Award

The club was honoured to have been awarded runner–up at  
The RFU Presidents Awards for 

Outstanding Coaching and Development Programme. 
 

First team forwards coach and club Stalwart Andy Herlihy picked up the award 
on behalf of Gavin Hogg and his team,  

at the Eastern Counties End of Season Awards Dinner. 



New Season Dates

Pre season training for the seniors started on the 2nd July, youth age group start 
dates will come out from each age group over the coming weeks. 

Other dates for your diary as follows…….

Friday 16th August, 7.30 pm , seniors in house trial match

Saturday 24th August seniors Pre season warm up Fixture V Gravesend….. cone 
down to watch and get an early glimpse of the new season’s team in action….. 
BBQ afterwards, more info to follow

Saturday 7th September, First senior matches, 1st XV at home against Old Eltha-
mians, Wolfhounds at home to Shelford

Sunday 8th September - Youth registration Day

Sunday 15th September - Minis registration day.

Look out for Jane’s weekly bulletins , or checkout the website or our facebook page 
for updates and more info

Facebook

Despite having almost 600 members we only have 153 followers on facebook. We 
will increasingly use this to communicate with you and to keep you updated with 
goings on at the club, so go to our facebook page and like it and ask to join the 
group. Along with our Jane’s weekly email bulletins and the website we want you 
all to be well informed about everything that is happening. 





And finally…

We are always looking to hear your views on why you love the club, but also what 
changes you’d like to see that could improve it. 

If you have suggestions please complete this survey and email it to Jane Spetch or drop it 
behind the bar. 

Membership Survey - we would like to hear from you

What are the 3 reasons you joined the club? ………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Now you are a member, what are your expectations from the club? ………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are we meeting them? If not, why not? ……………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………..…………………………..………………
……………………………..…….……………………….…………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

What 3 things would you like to see at the club? …………………………..………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Any further suggestions/feedback? ………………………………………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Name (optional) ……………………………………………………………………………

Please return your answers to Jane at clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com

Any stories or photos for next month’s Howling Wolf please send to  
mrobinson@ry.tm or rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 



Follow us

All the latest club information including match reports and  
fixtures are available on the website www.bserufc.co.uk  

Let us know your thoughts and follow the comments by join-
ing our facebook page or follow us on twitter @BSERugby

Please see our website for our full fixtures lists for the season
www.pitchero.com/clubs/burystedmunds

The Howling Wolf - Editor: Rebecca Haywood, Graphic Designer: Di Jackson

.   For your graphic design needs   .

.   promotional material, brochures, leaflets, logo design   .

give me a call and I will see if I can help

Di Jackson   .   07817 458678   .   dijackson@waitrose.com

Rebecca Haywood Consulting 

Looking for some help to boost your business and raise its profile? 

Rebecca Haywood, an experienced freelance PR consultant covering extensive 
communications disciplines – financial, government, corporate, consumer, partnership 
marketing, speech writing, event management and trade. 

Want to get your message out to your customers or industry? Or maybe you need to re-
visit your corporate brochures or draft website copy but don’t have the time? 

Contact Rebecca Haywood on 07771 528850 or email rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sponsors

We are very grateful to all our many sponsors,  
who support the club in so many ways, not just financially.  

They are the life blood of the club, without whom the club could not survive. 

So please, in return, where we can, let’s give them OUR support by buying their products 
and services, whenever we can. Please mention to them that you are a rugby club member, 
as you may well get a discount, but you will certainly get good service and most importantly 
they will then know that their support for the club is being reciprocated. 

For a full list of sponsors and the services they offer please visit the website. 
www.bserufc.co.uk






