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Message from the Chairman

Time flies when there is a lot going on; the season is now well established with all sections of the club 
producing some great rugby, as we rapidly head towards Christmas and the half way point.

The last month has given the 1st team a reality check with regard to the standard that we are now playing. 
Following the early season excitement of several wins on the trot, the tougher competition and different ways 
of playing are giving the coaches and 1st team squad a number of challenges.  Meanwhile, the Wolfhounds 
continue their impressive start to the season as do the Wolves and the Rovers.  The Junior Academy is 
going from strength to strength setting standards across the region and the Foxes are now playing regular 
fixtures. 

Our Youth teams have had many challenging and competitive matches, developing the squads at all age 
groups and it is great to see so many of our future 1st team players enjoying their rugby, showing such skill 
and enthusiasm for the game and the club.

The Minis have also had a very buoyant and lively couple of months, thoroughly appreciating the mild  
autumn, enabling them to fully enjoy every Sunday.  The Festival was as successful as ever, setting the 
benchmark for others to aspire to. Well done to all involved. 

This was followed by another spectacular and very successful fireworks night. There were plenty of  
compliments about the display from those who came to watch so again, well done to Phil Torkington and 
his organising team.

Another highlight in the social calendar was the President’s Dinner.  Former England player Jeff  
Probyn enthralled us all with tales of past glories and rugby folklore, whilst also demonstrating his infamous  
scrummaging skills!  Thank you to our President Gerry Lowden for organising such a brilliant event and 
entertaining speaker. 

We’ve a packed out newsletter this month so please look out for details of the 40th Anniversary Memorial 
Bike Ride, the special offers in the Club Shop for those essential Christmas gifts and stocking fillers, an  
update on our project to put new floodlights on pitch 2, the very pleasing results of the RFU survey and Martin 
Peacock’s new archiving activities - for those with long memories or those who wish to learn more about the 
Club’s history.

Finally, please remember that the club is run largely by volunteers who give 
up their time freely to help others, and whilst we don’t always get it right, 
everyone does their best to help players from 6 to 60 to enjoy their rugby 
and to develop into the best players they can be. Please ensure that we all 
uphold the core values of rugby, including respect, enjoyment & discipline;  
Not only with regard to players, opposition & officials, but also our  
volunteers who often have a challenging time in trying to meet the  
expectations of players, parents, RFU regs and many others. Please help 
and support all our coaches, managers and other volunteers.

I’m very much looking forward to some exciting rugby across all age groups 
in the run up to the festive season and hope to see you all down the club.

Mike Robinson, Chairman



What’s on this month?
 
Pre-Match Lunches

Come and join us for a pre-match lunch. £20/head for starter, main course, cheese and bis-
cuits and a glass of wine.

Home Fixtures 2013

30th November   vs. CS Rugby 1863 – sit down @ 1pm – 2 places left
14th December   vs. Hertford – sit down @ 1pm. Cost £25/head for a full Christmas Lunch 
   – 12 places left
21st December   vs. Barking – sit down @ 1pm. Cost £25/head for a full Christmas Lunch 
   – FULLY BOOKED

Book your places at clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com  

Other Forthcoming dates for your diary……

Sun 15th December   Mini’s Christmas Party – Curve Motion
Wednesday 18th December Carol Singing- around the town’s public houses. 
Thurs 26th December  Over 30’s vs Under 30’s match 

Forthcoming Events – please see club website for more information www.bserufc.co.uk

Club’s Christmas Deals

The club shop has lots of special offers and bargains, perfect stocking fillers and presents for those hard-to-
buy for kids and husbands.  Treat them to some new Bury Kit or take advantage of our special deals, available 
whilst stock last…..
 

1st team genuine match shirts - only £29.00
Adult Club Hoodies - 2012 logo - only £29.00

Junior Club Hoodies - 2012 logo - Only £25.00
Tempest Jackets - 2012 logo - all sizes £25 

 
For all other purchases a 10% discount is available from Sunday 1st December 

until Sunday 22nd December for all shop stock items.  



Director of Rugby’s Senior Playing Report

1st XV currently lie in 5th place in National League 3 with a record of five wins and five losses.  The players 
are having to adapt to the new level of rugby, with particular focus on being clinical at key times in the game. 
That is often the difference between winning and losing.
  
It was pleasing to see Sam Maile make his senior debut for the 1st XV in their home game v Westcombe 
Park.  A former Culford School pupil, Sam has represented the club in Colts and Wolves last season before  
impressing early on in this season during displays for the Wolfhounds.  It is exciting to see the continued  
development of these younger players and bodes well for the future success of the club.  The support at home 
games in particular has been fantastic and the players really look forward to the opportunity to play in front of 
the vocal Haberden crowd.  

We now have a busy run of games taking us into the Christmas break with the 1st XV fully focused on securing 
their above mid table position to set themselves up for a strong push in the 2nd half of the season.

The Wolfhounds continue to grow from strength to strength. The standard of training and fixtures that our  
wider senior squad are now becoming accustomed to is superb.  This makes the transition from the  
Wolfhounds to 1st XV much smoother.  The young Wolfhounds have had a couple of particularly  
impressive results at home to Hertford (64-12) and Westcombe Park (24-10).  The fighting spirit within this 
squad is fantastic and there is some individual performances to note that make selection decisions difficult 
week in week out.

The Wolves and Rovers continue from their successful starts to their respective seasons with the Wolves 
currently sitting top of Suffolk Merit 1 & the Rovers 2nd in Suffolk Merit 2.  It is encouraging to see some of 
the ‘experienced’ heads in the club nurturing our younger Junior Academy players through their first tastes of 
senior rugby.

You may have noticed some of the Senior 1st XV squad present at Sunday morning mini-rugby sessions 
and with a regular timetable now in place please keep a look out for two of the senior players working with  
specific age groups at home training or fixtures.  The players are there to act as a supporting hand and provide a  
role-model to our aspiring 1st XV players of the future.

Gavin Hogg
Director of Rugby



Junior Academy

The Junior Academy have got off to a flying start this season, unbeaten after six games including wins away 
to Colchester and Cambridge before a narrow loss to Tring in the third round of the National Colts Cup. The 
boys will now compete in LV National Plate. It has been great to see the boys buy in to the programme with 
such enthusiasm, as is shown by our consistent numbers of 25-30+ at each training session.
 
The idea behind the Junior Academy was to prepare the boys in their journey through the rugby club by giving 
them the skills and knowledge needed to bridge the gap between youth and senior rugby. In order to do that, 
our set up has mirrored as closely as possible that of the first team, with training and match day patterns of 
play reflecting that of the senior squad. The boys have taken to this challenge with open arms, and it has been 
extremely pleasing as a coach to see the boys not only rise to the challenge, but to go above and beyond our 
already high expectations in doing so. Full credit to them!
 
A big thank you must be given to Academy Director Marty Carraher, who has been instrumental in  
helping to create the ethos around the team, Neil Walker for his outstanding coaching and Kevin Monk and 
Paul Deeming who have worked tirelessly behind the scenes to help everything run smoothly.
 
Ben Scully
Head Coach, Junior Academy

Foxy Ladies!

The Foxes have had a busy few weeks with some great 
results and progress along the way, winning two out of the 
last three matches.  There is a growing number of U18s 
who have joined us this season but we are still looking to  
increase our numbers so we can join a league next  
season. 

We are currently undergoing a recruitment drive so if any-
one can help by spreading the word, putting up posters or 
distributing flyers please contact the club. 

Thanks to Stacy Garner, the Foxes appeared on the BT 
Sport Channel on the Rugby Tonight programme on 
Wednesday 27th November.



Youth News

The U13s have played four matches since the last report, firstly against Sudbury which we narrowly lost;  then 
secondly a win against Ipswich YM, which was without a doubt, our performance of the season so far, during 
which we outplayed Ipswich in every aspect of the game.  We took a development team to our third match 
against West Norfolk and although we were beaten the team showed great character. Our final match, against 
Diss saw the whole squad play in rotation to secure a win but more importantly great spirit and teamwork.

The coaching team for the under 14s continue to be very proud of the entire squad and their development. 
Having 7 of our squad selected to play for Suffolk is a great testament to the entire squad and the hard work 
they all put in at training and on match days. The Suffolk representative squad have enjoyed wins over Cam-
bridgeshire, and most recently Norfolk. The testament to the remaining squad development was shown with an 
away win at Diss recently (3-26), with all our Suffolk boys away. It was a great opportunity for the boys to show 
off their own skills without the normal leaders present. It was an opportunity they grasped and performed very 
well to continue our winning streak. Having only lost our first game of the season – a narrow loss to Cambridge 
RFC, the boys continue to push each other for places in match day squads, and show their desire to represent 
their club in winning performances.

Bury’s under 15s squad have had a successful first part of the season winning 66% of encounters so far and 
reaching the finals of the Suffolk 7’s. Notching up a large number of try’s against opponents such as Hadleigh, 
West Norfolk and most Suffolk teams in the 7’s tournament the team have a lot to be proud of.
 
Backed by a strong coaching team including some great input from members of the CAAT, the squad continues 
to grow both in terms of individual and team performances demonstrating a fluidity of play that is new for this 
season. Win or lose the squad have played with passion, fire, professionalism, fun and desire and long may it 
continue.
 

Wanted - Your club needs you! 

Youth Fixture Secretary and Referee Co-ordinator
Can you spare an hour or two per week to help the boys play rugby?

Please contact Gordon Ellis; 07768986466; gordon.ellis10@me.com



Minis round-up

Minis Festival. Our festival took place on Sunday 20th October with nine clubs and over 2000 players and 
spectators visiting the Greene King IPA Haberden.  The weather gods smiled on us with downpours just before 
and just after the event, but held off for most of the matches. Many thanks go to all the volunteers who made 
it such a successful event.
 
KG Adventure kindly donated a fantastic prize of £3000 worth of team building and activity days. It was 
decided that this prize should be given to one club who were the ‘Club of the Festival’, the club that best 
displayed the values of minis rugby including conduct and behavior. All the mini coaches were asked to vote 
with this year’s winner of the trophy and teambuilding prize going to Diss.
 
Next year the festival is on Sunday 19th October – please put the date in your diary!
 
Prima Cup. Our under 10s travelled to Newmarket for the annual Prima Cup competition run by Leicester 
Tigers. The team won their first four games but a narrow defeat by just one try in the final game to Braintree 
denied the team of a trip to Welford Road for the finals. It was an outstanding effort by the team – well 
done.
 
Bad Weather Policy.  As is the nature of a winter sport there are occasions when it is inadvisable to train or 
play matches either for player welfare reasons or the likelihood of irreversible damage to the pitches. In these 
instances we aim to inform coaches and players by 8pm on the Saturday evening if there are matches.  If the 
Sunday involves training, the call will be made by no later than 8am on the day to give coaches time to inform 
you by e-mail. Please ensure you keep an eye on your e-mails prior to travelling.
 
Safeguarding issue. Without sounding like a stuck record, I must reiterate that we do not have a drop off and 
collect policy at the club. There must be a parent or guardian present at all times whilst a child is training, or a 
nominated friend. We have had a couple of incidents where a child has been injured with the parents having 
left the club leaving the coaches or Minis Management to supervise the child. 
 
Christmas Party. This will take place at Curve Motion on Sunday 15th December. The club has  
negotiated free skating and play for our members as well as a 10% discount for siblings. You will have been 
notified of timings by your coaches – one important detail to note is that your club membership card must be 
shown to take advantage of this offer, otherwise you will have to pay full price.

Neil Ireland
Vice-Chair, Minis

U9s winners



Gav Hogg wins Coach of the Year (again..!)

40th Anniversary Memorial Cycle Ride
 

We now have 82 cyclists signed up to take part in the 40th anniversary memorial ride. The bike ride, in 
memory of the eighteen Bury Rugby Club players who died on Turkish Airlines Flight 981 on 3rd March 

1974, as they returned from watching an England v France match, will take place from 7-11th May 2014.  
Cyclists will start at the crash site at Ermenonville, outside Paris, and finish the 352 mile route four days later 

at the club.  

The cyclists will be raising money for two very worthy local charities, St Nicholas Hospice Care in Bury St 
Edmunds and the Haberden Trust, with all proceeds split 50:50.  Funds received by the Haberden Trust will 
be used to fund a £40,000 project at the club to install additional floodlighting; to provide more space for the 

club’s youth teams to train during dark winter evenings- see more details below.

With cyclist numbers restricted to 100 please contact Andy Spetch at spetch16@btinternet.com to secure a 
place. The entry cost is £750.

Congratulations once again to Gav Hogg who has 
been named Coach of the Year at the Suffolk Sports 
Awards. This follows hot on the heels of his Coach of 
the Year win at the BSE Sports Awards. The 1XV also 
came runner-up in the Team of the Year category at 
the awards presentation on Friday 19th October 2012. 
The awards, which were hosted by Suffolk Sport and 
supported by Suffolk County Council and BBC Radio 
Suffolk, are designed to reward and celebrate indi-
vidual excellence and team achievement as well as 
recognise those people who work tirelessly ‘behind the 
scenes’…the unsung sporting heroes!
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…in the community

Sponsor of the month

John Banks Offering a Complete Service for your vehicles within the Community…
 

The Directors of John Banks Limited are pleased to support and be associated with Bury Rugby 
Club from this season, looking forward to a long term relationship with the club and continuing their 
efforts in assisting clubs, schools and charities “In the Community” in and around their dealerships 

in Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge and Ipswich.

John Banks continue to assist with improved ways of making the lives of busy people more ef-
ficient and in light of this have been able to set up a new service specifically designed for the Bury 
Rugby Club members and NHS staff parking at the club during the week. We have launched our 

“DROP-BOX SERVICING” collection and delivery service with reduced rates.

Getting your car maintained by John Banks has just got easier and more convenient. 
Dropbox servicing is a safe, secure and a simple solution for your car servicing and MOT’s. 

It’s so easy to use, just call the HOTLINE, Book In, Deposit your Keys and we will look after your 
vehicle and have it back to you by the time you return to the Club Car Park. 

This service is available Monday – Thursday, for all makes & models of vehicles with Oil and Filter 
changes from only £49.95. If you wish for an MOT at the same time we will carry this out for only 

£30.00 – all work comes with a Free Vehicle Health Check. 

For more information on how DROPBOX SERVICING works, or to book an appointment call Nick 
or Andy at John Banks on 01284 770410 and QUOTE RUGBY CLUB DROPBOX SERVICE 

John Banks Limited, Kempson Way, Moreton Hall, Bury St Edmunds, IP32 7AR 
www.johnbanks.co.uk



Family Law    Residential Conveyancing    Commercial Property   
Business Services    Disputes    Wills & Probate    Crime & Motoring

If you’re in need of legal help and advice 

Call 01284 701131
or visit www.burnettbarker.co.uk



Lighting the Way

Those of you with sharper eyes may have noticed a distinct improvement to the floodlights on the main pitch.  
For this we have to thank our vice chairman Chris Berry, who secured sponsorship to cover the cost. This 
pitch is now lit to RFU specifications and is a vast improvement, and enables us to KO all Saturday games at 
3pm as well as to host night matches safely.

Our next project is to upgrade the lights on the remaining pitches starting with pitch 3. To do this we are working 
with Pete Shaw, our local RFU Facilities Manager, and other organisations such as the local borough, County 
Council and Sport England. To date, through the efforts of Peter Barnes, we have raised almost £30,000 in 
grants from the RFU and the local council, towards the project costs of c£40,000. All being well, following a 
successful environmental and bat survey, with a positive response regarding planning permission, we should 
be in a position to start on the construction phase early in the new year.

Supporting our Community 

1XV Captain Matt Edison and Community Development Coach Ben Scully visited Hardwick Middle School 
on Thursday 7th November to give some expert coaching in rugby. They spent the morning running through 
various scenarios on the field and giving their advice.  This visit was part of a scheme funded by Bury Rugby 
Club to promote the game and to recruit new players to Youth. Playing National League rugby can only be sus-
tained by a good youth set up with well qualified and enthusiastic coaches, providing the future senior players. 
We have several players who have progressed from youth to seniors, but perhaps our most successful - Matt 
Edison.



Blooming Brilliant

You may have noticed on the Southgate roundabout close to the club, a new statue, commissioned by Bury in 
Bloom to replace its old logo. The statue is of a 7ft wooden wolf with a stainless steel crown resting on historic 
stones from the Abbey. For those not aware the wolf represents the legend of St Edmund and is of course how 
the club got its own symbol.

The wolf has been carved by Suffolk sculptor Ben Loughrill from English oak that came down in the 1987 storms 
and the crown of St Edmund has been forged by Stowlangtoft Blacksmith, Nigel Kaines, and sits on original Ab-
bey stones donated by the Abbey Hotel Southgate Street. Local landscapers Proscape created the plinth where 
a sustainable planting scheme and lighting will be added over the next few weeks. 

The project has been sponsored by Bennett Homes, Bury St Edmunds Town Council, St Edmundsbury Bor-
ough Council, Suffolk County Council and Our Bury St Edmunds.
 



Who’s who?

A big thank you to Martin Peacock, who has kindly taken on the monumental role of archivist for the Club. 

He has been inundated with boxes in his house, filled with minute books, scrap books, newspaper cuttings 
and photos and needs your help to identify some of the players.

Martin joined the Club in 1984 but in his playing days in the 1950’s to 1970’s he lived elsewhere so he doesn’t 
know the Bury players from this era.

To help solve the problem he will have a series of viewings of the material in the Club Committee Room. 

The first will be on Saturday 11th January, before 1XV’s match against Tring. Photos from 1950’s and 1960’s 
will be on display. Please invite your parents or grandparents and their friends to come along and help us 
identify some of the players from those days. Places are still available for pre-match lunch so why not 

come along and make a day of it. To book email clubmanagerbserufc@btconnect.com 

Martin would also be interested in taking copies of any old club photos you may have.  Drop them off 
at the club and he will return them to you within the week.



Calendar Boys for Christmas?

A reminder to our male readers, your wives, girlfriends 
and mums may not thank you if you purchase them club 

kit for Christmas but we do have a present that surely 
every woman in Bury wants! The Bury Rugby Club 

Breakthrough Breast Cancer Calendar.  Check out the 
family friendly version or the considerably more saucier 

one, available from behind the bar. 

Sri Lankans head to Bury for pitch tips
 
Now regular Howling Wolf readers will know we’re big fans of the grounds team at Bury. All volunteers, their 
dedication is pretty impressive. So we were delighted to hear their hard work has paid off with recognition 
from far afield.  Here is a picture taken of a 
delegation of groundsmen and a sports facility 
manger from Sri Lanka, who visited the club 
as a part of a two week study tour to the UK  
organised by the Institute of  
Groundsmanship.

a sneak preview



Follow us

All the latest club information including match reports and  
www.bserufc.co.uk  

Let us know your thoughts and follow the comments by join-
ing our facebook page or follow us on twitter @BSERugby

www.pitchero.com/clubs/burystedmunds

The Howling Wolf - Editor: Rebecca Haywood, Graphic Designer: Di Jackson

.   For your  graphic design  needs   .

.   promotional material, brochures, leaflets, logo design   .

give me a call and I will see if I can help

Di Jackson    .   07817 458678   .   dijackson@waitrose.com

Rebecca Haywood Consulting 

Looking for some help to boost your business and raise its profile? 

Rebecca Haywood, an experienced freelance PR consultant covering extensive 
communications disciplines – financial, government, corporate, consumer, partnership 
marketing, speech writing, event management and trade. 

Want to get your message out to your customers or industry? Or maybe you need to re-
visit your corporate brochures or draft website copy but don’t have the time? 

Contact Rebecca Haywood on 07771 528850 or email rebecca.haywood@btinternet.com 

 

 

And finally… thank you from your club 

And finally, thank you to all the players, parents and supporters who completed the RFU’s Quality of  
Experience survey about the club over the summer. We’ve received the results along with hundreds of positive 
comments. 

In short though here are the survey results:  

With 1 being the lowest score and 4 the highest

•	 82.05% of members scored the club a 4 as ‘a place for someone like me’
•	 91.21% scored a 4 for ‘is the service of staff and volunteers friendly’
•	 71.32%	gave the ‘food and beverages’ the highest score
•	 91.18% members scored 4 for ’Is the Club good for my community’ 
•	 86.81% scored the highest marks for ‘do I look forward to going there’ 

We are always interested in your feedback or ideas of how you think we can improve 
the club. Please email mrobinson@ry.tm


