FINCHLEY TIMES
WELCOME TO THE 2019 FINCHLEY CC AUTUMN EDITION OF THE FINCHLEY TIMES!

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR UPCOMING
FIREWORKS NIGHT
SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER

FIREWORKS NIGHT
Tickets for our annual Fireowrks Night will go on
sale shortly. The night has become a great fixture
in the local community calendar and our biggest
fund rasing initiative.
We simply cannot run the event without our
members volunteering so please let us know if you
can offer any time to help out in the lead up to the
day or for the night itself.
Please get in touch with Georgina if you can help!!
georginaworley@yahoo.co.uk

AN EVENING AT THE CLUB WITH ENGLAND
SKIPPER EOIN MORGAN AND THE
CRICKET WORLD CUP TROPHY!
STOP PRESS - HOLD THE DATE!
THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER 2019, 4PM – 7PM,
FINCHLEY CRICKET CLUB
Come and Share in the World Cup Win and
Celebrate a Great Year of England Cricket
Eoin is a Finchley cricketer you know! He played
for us when he first came over here from Ireland
and put in some memorable performances for us.
That is why the England Cricket Board have asked
us to host this event – bringing Eoin and the world
cup trophy to the club he calls his home club.
There will be an open Q&A session with Eoin;
a chance for pictures with him and the trophy;
and some cricket activity for the juniors.
Please all come and make this a memorable
evening at the club! We are going to advertise the
event widely in the Middlesex cricket and schools
community, and organise media and sponsorship
presence. Watch out for more detail in the next
few days.

JAKE MILTONA FINCHLEY LEGEND MOVING ON
Bowler, batsman, barman, brewer, badminton bandit –
the career path of Jake Milton
has not been a straightforward or
boring one, and so now, of course,
he packs up with Wilson his
beloved four-legged companion
and decides to relocate 13,000
miles for the next instalment.
The small hand was proffered in
my direction, a split nail and cut
finger explained the pained young
face that stood behind the reddening digit fighting a tear
in the stubborn fashion that would become known to us
all. Mind you, we were playing in darkest Romford in the
mid-1990s, which would bring a tear to the eye of the most
hardened veteran.
In those days the leg break was Jake’s stock in trade.
Bowler who can bat a bit too, was the early analysis. Then
came the yips and the leggies were put away. The bat
became the weapon of choice, but the crafty and
determined little bugger wasn’t going to let bowling go
entirely, so he became an off-spinner. Simple game really.
The dirt was kicked in frustration, the cap snatched from
the umpire. Off he marched to gully, his primary fielding
home for more than two decades. LBW turned down?
Catch dropped? Another play and miss? None of the
above. Worse. Much worse.
“Have a blow there Jake,” came the command. Mid-spell.
Wickets taken. A Sunday friendly. His irritation heightened
as yours truly hoisted him, came on himself, and promptly
bagged a couple of rabbits that Jake had kindly set up for
the kill.
A quick win and beers followed. “I don’t know how you
can do that,” Jake said.
“Sorry mate, but you’d had a bat as well,” said I, preparing
for the onslaught.
“No, that’s not what I mean. I couldn’t do what you do. I
just don’t know how you manage to get everyone a go. I
just couldn’t take someone off if they were going well.”

Fast forward a couple of decades, and a larger hand is
proffered. There is no cut or bruise, instead it is sliding a
martini glass my way. The contents are dark and lethal.
The face behind the hand shows no pain, but a sly smile.
“What. Is. That.” I ask, or at least I think I did.
“Never mind. It’s good for you. Drink it,” says a now
older Jake in his role as host, and barman.
It is 2.30. In the morning. We are not in Essex, thank
god, but in our (literally in this case) spiritual home the bar of FCC. We have visited a lot of venues during
the evening, all of which seemed like good ideas at the
time after a league dinner and collection of a second XI
championship trophy. Ed Clements and Matty Walshe
are howling as the Milton missile, aka an espresso
martini, sends my head spinning with more revs than
one of his offies.
We obsess with numbers in this stupid game we love
and play. Stats never tell the full tale of a man’s worth,
but it’s worth noting the big achievements, first player to
make 300 first team appearances, first past 10,000 runs
(11,000 plus at last count), most centuries, Middlesex
and Evening Standard cup wins. A premier division title
proved elusive as our playing stocks diminished, but
he led us with distinction to a Division 2 title with two
weeks to spare and return to the big show. His
contributions to our Sunday league cricket with bat, ball
and advice to our youngsters was invaluable and made
captaincy for me so much easier – pity we never nailed
that 500 mate.
Then there are the wickets. More than 530. Not bad for
a bloke who decided to turn his wrist the other way. A
mere 200 plus catches suggests a decent pair of hands at
gully and midwicket too.
Now he takes his leave of Arden Field, a long way from
a bruised finger in Essex, but it is the rest of us who have
the pained expressions as a top mate, excellent human
being and club stalwart starts the next part of his journey.
A word of advice from a fellow Antipodean. When you
land in NZ don’t forget to adjust to local time and turn
your watch back 30 years. I know it’s a bit racist, but I
am required by Australian law to tell it or I will lose my
passport.

That was Jake all over. Get the job done, and if you want to
have a go, pull your weight and contribute when given the Go well young man, don’t be a stranger. May the road
opportunity. This philosophy doesn’t resonate with a lot of always rise up to meet you.
people these days, but it should. If you had struggled with
F Prenesti
a skill, abandoned it, picked up another while improving
yet another then it would ring in a lot of pointy heads like
Big Ben on steroids.
There is no glory in practice, but there is no glory
without it.

1st XI
A brilliant run of 5 wins from our last 5 games rescued
our season as the 1s ended up staying up by two points.
We found ourselves bottom at the halfway stage of the
season after a string of defeats. A last ball defeat at home
to Hampstead stands out as one that got away, as poor
availability and performance derailed the first half of the
season. Despite wins against Twickenham and Richmond, a number of draws and tight defeats, particularly
away at Ealing and Hampstead (where a superb 100
from Tej Shepouri was in vain), left us staring down the
barrel with five games to go on 29 points –
28 from safety.
At 50-5 vs Teddington our season seemed all but over,
before an exceptional 114 from skipper Hass Khan,
ably supported by Joe Graham and Dean Gahagan, took
us to 251-8 declared. Teddington fell 70 short, but the
week after at Twickenham was a much tighter affair.
Defending 132 on a terrible wicket, George Scott ripped
through their top order to leave the score
34-5. Twickenham recovered, however,
to 94-6, and at 124-8 it appeared that we
would once again end up the wrong side
of a close result.
Joe Graham made the key breakthrough,
however, before Seb Hatchett trapped their
no. 11 plumb in front to seal the win by 4 runs.
This was Joe’s last game for the club before
flying back to Australia, and its safe to say
that he made a massive impact on and off the
field. He left as leading wicket taker in the
Middlesex Premier League with 45, well on
his way to breaking the Finchley record for
wickets in a season before his early departure.
He and Maddi brought a great energy to the
club and will be missed.
Wins against Harrow St Mary’s and, crucially, Stanmore,
followed, leaving our fate in our own hands heading into
the final game against title-chasing Ealing. Batting first,
Rahul Wijeratne’s flamboyant 87 off 64 balls, along with
strong contributions from Jake Milton, Tom Powe and
Hass Khan, took us to 271-5 from our 50 overs. Ealing’s
strong top order appeared to be making light work of
their target at 202-5 with 15 overs left, but Joe Lowe
was finally rewarded for a fantastic spell of bowling with
the wicket of their overseas, bowled through the gate.
Seb took the other key wicket as Midlesex man Robbie
White fell in the next over. Finchley sensed blood and
ran through the rest of the Ealing lineup, with three
runouts sealing the victory, as Ealing finished well short
of their target in the end.

It was fitting that Jake took the final run out. A poor call
from Ealing’s Mungo Russell – looking to make up lost
ground on a turgid 3* off 16 balls – saw him turn and slip
in the middle of the wicket, and was run out miles short of
his ground. This sparked jubilant scenes, as Jake led the
side off after 25 years service to the 1st XI. All we have
known is Jake in that side, both as captain, or leading by
example by his performances with bat and ball. This year
typifies his selfless spirit and devotion to the club, batting
out of position as opener and bowling fewer overs because
it suited the side. He will be greatly missed but we wish
him all the best for his new adventure, and hope to see
him again soon.
A word also for Hass. Skippering the side in a turbulent
year was a difficult task, but one he stuck at admirably.
Invariably let down by availability and training he led
from the front, being at every training session and scoring
decisive runs in all of the last five games, finishing the
year with 500 runs at an average of 45.

There is a great spirit around the side after an exceptional
second half of the season. We have built a template for
success which, with a few new additions, will hopefully
have us looking up the table, not down, next year.

GUNNS SEASON REVIEW

2ND XI

1st XI – It’s been a tough season in terms of results and
availability for the Finchley Gunns this year. With cricket
not being the main priority for a greater number of players this year, results have been impacted and for the first
time in four years, Finchley will not be able to
win the Premiership.

A tough year it’s fair to say, crippled by lack of
availability. Sadly, a constant theme throughout the year
was pushing or beating the best sides in the league and
struggling or losing to the worst. Rather than focus on
the negatives it’s important to look at the youthful core
that is emerging in the side the likes of Adam Hassan,
Benji Powe and Will Leggett, solidifying their spots in
the side over the year with some great performances
and showing a lot of composure in big moments. Will
leggett taking the tenth wicket against Ealing springs to
mind as a moment a young guy really stood up and took
responsibility. A special mention has to go to Matt
McGowan, a youngster who almost always delivered
with the bat and was unflappable even in the face of
some fairly stern sledging and spells of bowling.

This comes on the back of being knocked out of the ECB
T20 Cup after being the inaugural winners of the
tournament last year.
After winning only three matches out of 10 T20’s,
Finchley have fought back in the second half of the
season to secure a second place finish in the league.
Through the disappointments have come a few
outstanding highlights, such as the continual dominance
of the League’s most destructive batter, Cat Dalton, a
flawless 94 from new Gunn Cordelia Griffith, as well as
the emergence of young wicket-taking seamer Kiah
Martin. A number of personal achievements have also
been attained, namely Rebecca Tyson reaching
milestones of both 50 games and 50 wickets for the club.
2nd XI – As with the 1st XI, getting a full team out
has been a struggle at times and, where we might have
expected to have been more competitive, the team has
occasionally fielded a weaker team than hoped. That said,
all have worked hard in the field and batting, with some
outstanding individual performances.
In the T20 Division 1 League, the Gunns finished
mid-table, and in the F40 are around 3rd or 4th place
out of 8 teams (some results not yet posted). New team
members, such as Aiswarya Priyadarshini, have made
a positive impact with bat and ball, while regulars have
also made significant contributions e.g. Emily Jones,
Yaz Daswani, Amara Hussain-Roy, Krishna Shah, Callie
Soutar, Elsa Barnfather and Stephanie Mindel.

The old guard delivered too with Simon O’keefe and
Matt Walshe showing bowling is as much about
experience and knowing conditions than anything else.
Jaimin Patel was another shining light of the season
working out what worked for him as a cricketer and has
established himself with both bat and ball in the side.
He is a club cricketer any side would be lucky to have.
Nir shah as always was full of ideas, bumpers and big
moments with the ball and a pleasure to have in the
team. I can’t round off the season without mentioning
the contributions of Matt Brewster, Krish Velkar and
Ross Sutcliffe, who really did show a class with the bat
which, had it been ever present throughout, would have
drastically changed the outcome of the season. Next
year now offers a massive opportunity to bounce back
quickly and one I know that is being relished by the
whole playing group

3RD XI
A forgettable season ... but from the ashes shall the
phoenix rise! The 3s season kicked off with a few losses at
the start as availability of players was slow to begin with.
We beat a few weaker teams in our divisions, winning 2 of
our first 5 games. However thereafter a number of injuries
across all teams, lack of availability of some core players
for personal reasons and loss of some players to other
clubs, meant that we were fielding weak sides for much of
the season. It therefore is no surprise that 3s have landed
up in relegation zone. Nonetheless, that poor performance
has triggered a search for new players. We had some new
players play towards the end and we hope that some new
blood, across all teams, along with players returning from
injuries will lead to a better performance next year.
The find of the season for the 3s was Reyyan Kamran, one
of our colts, taking a 5fer in one of the games. We also
acknowledge efforts from Romil, Mark and
Kamran, to captain the 3s as a result of injury to Chintan.
The highlight of our season was a win against Hornsey
where Shoaib and Romil scores 50s and Shaival and Tariq
bowled out the opposition.

4TH XI
The 4s season kicked off really well with the team leading
the table mid season and recording some impressive wins.
The second half of the season wasn’t as successful as the
team suffered from low availability and absence of key
players. This resulted in Finchley conceding 3 games and
playing several games with less than 11 players. With a lot
of close matches towards the end of the season, Finchley
managed to perform above and beyond the questionable
umpiring and finished comfortability mid-table.
There are several key highlights to note throughout
the season:
During the first half of the season, Finchley earned
recognition in the game against Highgate where Finchley
scored 347 runs in 45 overs with Arjun getting his first
century of the season and Hugh making a quick fire 67.
It also saw Finchley taking on Stoke Newington with 9
players and losing by 1 wicket only. Raman showed class
by scoring 48 runs and taking 5 wickets to almost win the
match for Finchley. The team continued to put up a strong
fight by taking on North Middlesex on a hot summer day
(30+ degrees) where Finchley were 6 down under 50 runs
chasing 190. An unbeaten partnership between Aaiz and
Noman ended up with the team comfortability recording a
win.

After conceding a few matches, Finchley came back
strongly in the second half of the season to field teams
for the last few matches. The game against Alexandra
Park saw Finchley almost pull off a victory chasing 210
with 10 players. The whole team contributed with runs
to support their captain who stayed out on the pitch for
40 overs holding one end. With wickets falling and
regular intervals, Finchley just fell short and lost the
match by 13 runs with 5 overs to spare. This was
followed by another close match against North
Middlesex where questionable umpiring allowed the
opposition to post a target of 232. Again Finchley
responded bravely with everyone pitching in the batting department to get closer to the target. Given the
slow over rate of the opposition, it ended up turning
dark (around 8pm) yet the Finchley team continued to
make runs. We witnessed a last wicket stand of 50 runs
between Mihir and Shrikant that got us within winning
distance. A brilliant caught and bowled by the North
Middlesex bowler in the end resulted in another close
loss.
With various colts featuring in the 4s, we saw some
great moments and contributions from them. From
Reyyan’s bowling spells earning him a spot in the 3s, to
Omer’s brilliant fielding at point and taking a wicket on
his first bowl of the season, to Anisha’s flighted leg spin
that made the batsmen think twice - there was a lot of
talent to be proud of.
Overall, a good fight by the team given low availability
and a lot of potential in the coming season.

CHESS VALLEY
The Chess Walley league is “there to encourage Sunday
cricket, the development of our younger Club players of
the future & provide competition for all players in a
friendly environment. The playing of the “Game” is the
winner.”
So says the official website of the Chess Walley. A league
designed to facilitate a fun environment in which all ages
and abilities can play the gentile game of cricket on
Sundays, the day of the Lord. This puerile ambition can
only be described as the direct antithesis of what the
Chess Walley has come to represent at Finchley Cricket
Club over the last few years. Under the iron fist of captain/
Overlord Frank Prenesti, a group of cricketers has been
assembled in the relentless pursuit of self-betterment,
ruthlessly dismantling the bowling of children and old men
alike in their mission to find a new meaning to the game of
‘cricket’.
Initial availability issues led to some concessions, a tie
at home to Amersham and Supreme Leader Prenesti
threatening withdrawal from the league. Into the breach
stepped Jake and Tom, who agreed to take responsibility
for selection and keep the club afloat. The return of some
key names mid-season gave much-needed impetus to the
2019 campaign, and a power-packed lineup headed to a
cricket club called “Holtwhites Trinibus”. After a ferocious
process of ideological indoctrination over the preceding
weeks, the side was laser focused on achieving 500 from
their 45 overs, having achieved 475 and 450 in previous
years. Unfortunately, whist an unwavering commitment to
attacking cricket remained, our hopes were scuppered by a
terrible pitch and some wizardry from the old man opening
the bowling for Holtwhites. Having only won by 14 runs
defending a score of just 213, we disembarked the Trinibus
with our tails firmly between our legs.
Next up came Harrow Town, where Tom lost a very, very
important toss on a 30 degree day with a car park 40
metres away from the batsman at long on. Whilst Harrow
Town ambled to 240, a West Indian party began outside
the pavilion, pumping out the Notting Hill Carnival 2018
Soca Mix from the sidelines. Having watched Ben Stokes’
Headingley heroics at lunch, the tunes inspired some of
our batsmen more than others. Whilst Jake steadfastly
refused to roll back that bumper and push back on me, Joe
Emanuel needed no second invitation, embracing the alpha
spirit brought by the West Indians to slap the opposition to
all parts on his way to 130. The 240 was chased down in
30 overs, well behind our expected rate of 11.1111 r/o.

After two tough weeks the brains trust assembled to get
to the root of the problem. During an out of body
experience at Egg London it became clear that the 500
target was weighing heavily on the side, so Jake
advocated a return to the Bhuddist state of no mind
which had served us well in previous years.
The toss was won at home to Maccabi Wale. Despite a
collective commitment to being more process-orientated,
the innings never really got going, with Finchley’s top
order chewing up too many balls for not enough runs.
Powe (83 off 56), Emanuel (57 off 40), Milton (49 off
36) and Emanuel (47 off 28) shoulder the majority of
blame, as they left too much for the middle/lower order
to do. We limped to 382 without batting out the full 45
overs. Despite being well below par with the bat, a
fantastic fielding effort managed to defend the score,
with Seb Hatchett taking the vital wicket of their
centurion with his wily left arm spin.
In the #oneclub spirit we conceded our last game so that
we too would be relegated from the top division. The
search for a better way of playing the game will continue
next year.
This Autumn Jake will travel to the South Island of
New Zealand in search of a deeper understanding of the
personal and collective growth required to excel on the
Chess Walley stage (and to spend time with his spiritual
guru and the greatest human alive Brad Chemaly).
What is the transition phase? How can we exploit it? Is
it inherently transitional, or does the transience of the
transition hold the key to breaking new ground? Jake
will search for answers to all these questions and more.
We wish him all the best in his travels.

JUNIORS
Enjoyable 2019 Colts Season – Onwards to 2020!
Thanks so much to everyone for all efforts in 2019 –
players, team managers, coaches and parents! I hope you
will all agree that we have a strong platform now for a
really good Colts season in 2020, putting out sides at
under 9, under 11, under 13, under 15, under 17 and
under 19. With all your help, we are determined to make
it so.
Before reading the age group reports, please note that:
•We are just organising our winter programme. More in
the next couple of weeks
•A number of colts are now playing adult cricket on
Saturdays and Sundays – in the firsts, seconds, thirds and
fourths – and enjoying it. Let’s involve more of you next
season!
•Some colts are playing age group representative cricket
for county (borough and county) and London Schools.
Let’s increase the number next year!
•We are grateful to a number of parents for volunteering
as team managers, scorers, umpires, administrators and
taxi drivers, all thanks. We would love even more help –
please do just get in touch, we would love to hear from
you!
•And please bring more of your mates along to join us!
We would love to see them
Youngsters - From only having 10 under 9s
at the first training sessions of the year, we
managed to get up to around 30 young lads
a week on our Monday night training.
Most of the lads were brand new to the club we finally gelled and won our final game
against Highgate having played against some
talented young players from North Midds in
the previous match. The lads all seemed to
love the matches – we will be playing more
fixtures next year!
Our Under 13s were a combined XI with all
ages ranging from 10-13, with many talented
and experienced players in the team including
age group representatives Rudy, Daniel and
Shayam leading the team. Even though we
did not manage to fulfil every fixture with 11 players, the
lads still managed to play with great team spirit, even
winning notably with 8 men at Regent’s Park towards
the back end of the season.

The Under 15s were led by young prospect Matt
McGowan who at 14 is destined for great things, making
his adult 1st XI debut this pre-season with the gloves.
Most of the lads were new to the club this year - like the
under 9s, going from having just 4 members
training at the start to having around 25 on a Friday night
in the middle of the summer. Although the lads weren’t as
successful on the pitch as they had hoped, on a positive
note for the club they had many lads making their senior
debuts this season including the likes of Omar, Sameer
and Reyyan. The boys are already raring to get going for
next season so hopefully can pick up from where they left
off from this year.
The under 17s and under 19s had a good time this
season, developing a squad from a number of Finchley
youth ‘veterans’ and some great new arrivals whose
spirit and energy were most welcome. We honoured all
but two of our fixtures through exams and holidays and,
with much more to learn, developed our cricket through
the season, winning a couple of matches in the process.
We saw some excellent batting performances from Matt,
George,Adam, Benji and Hugh – and some very good
bowling spells from Reyyan, Sameer, Carissa, Nirav,
Kumail, Marven and Zavi. Roll on next year!
All thanks again and please do get in touch with us! We
would love to hear from you!
Julian (07590713333, julian@the jouleseffect.com)
and (big thanks for all his great work this year!)
Joe (07412348711, joseph@tcmltd.net)

SUMMER PARTY
After the success of last year’s inaugural summer party,
this year’s event took place on 27th July and was another
fantastic evening for the club. The rain which called off
most of the days’ cricket thankfully cleared up for the
evening, which kicked off with a BBQ - a Jadav family
special and delicious as ever. Will Munford ran the raffle
with aplomb, which included a number of great prizes,
with the main prize of two return tickets to Antalya,
Turkey, kindly supplied by Kamran and Acepoint Travel,
mysteriously won by a member of the Jadav family once
again. Lawrence Hill’s music took us late into the night,
and great fun was had by all. Special thanks go to Sumit
Jadav for putting in so much effort organising the event
once again this year - a true club man. Thanks also to the
wider Jadav family for all their help and wonderful food.
Here’s to next year!

A Chance To Literally Put Your Name
(And Your Rear End) On Some
Cricket History
Did you know.... The famous white benches that
surround Arden Field once graced an (almost) equally
famous cricket venue? That you can now own your own
part of this special cricketing history and help Finchley
CC raise funds at the same time? If you want to know
the answers then read on. The benches are original
seating that furnished the old Mound Stand at Lord’s
from 1887 - 1985 before they were donated to the club,
and now a once in a lifetime opportunity has arisen to
have your own personalised seat from which you can
while away a sunny weekend at Arden Field and cheer
on the home team. This winter the club will be
refurbishing the benches and you can have one with a
uniquely inscribed plaque and secure your own piece
of cricketing paradise. The cost is £350 per bench, but
you’ll need to move faster than Ben Sears off a long run
or Will Munford and Matt Walshe heading for a
post-match drink - 10 benches have already been sold,
so don’t miss this wonderful opportunity.
To donate to the club and own a personalised Lord’s
bench please contact the club’s Hon Secretary
Mr Sumit Jadav
sumitjadav@live.co.uk

