



Alan ‘Punchy’ Rayment - FCC VP

This Friday 29th May, 2020, Alan Rayment will be 92 years old. He will also be made a 
Vice President of Finchley Cricket Club! This is an ‘honorary position’, reflecting an 
outstanding contribution and commitment to the club - they represent us at our best.


In case you missed the recent (COVID) updates/newsletters from FCC, Alan is a former 
FCC player, and later represented Hampshire. 


Julian Powe, the FCC ‘chair’ has been in touch with Alan in recent weeks, lately 
announcing that he was being made a VP. He is delighted, “very honoured. Never been 
VP’d before!”

 

Alan has recently recovered from a respiratory illness (not Covid-19), and Julian found him 
to be “very with it, sharp, full of zest, stories and life”.

 

Julian noted from his conversations how much Alan loved Arden Field, it was the 
‘foundation and cradle’ of his life. He went on to say that he was ‘always there, ’til late, 
until you could not see the ball. Me and Ian Bedford – as a result became pretty good at 
playing spin’. 


Alan was once captain of a very good Finchley Colts team, ‘beat all and sundry and drew 
with the first team in 1945’.  


Alan out on his ‘beloved’ Arden Field in 1935, a mere 85 
years ago - seven years old at the time and. A resident of 34 
Manor View and 23 Briarfield Avenue, Alan played for FCC 
colts through the 1930’s and 1940’s, signed for Hampshire in 
1948 and played first class cricket for them for the next ten 
years, before coaching at Lord’s. 


As well as cricket, his eclectic career including running a 
dance school on the south coast with his wife Betty, whom 
he met locally when they were both 16 (Betty, “Don’t you 
remember that I was one of the girls who dived into the ditch 
when the doodlebugs interrupted the colts game at Arden 



Field”!) – and married in St. Mary’s Church, Finchley in October 1948. Alan has also been 
involved in teaching, community work, property and psychotherapy. He published the first 
volume of his autobiography ‘Punchy Through The Covers’ (‘Punchy’ was his Hampshire 
nickname that stuck) in 2013 and is now just completing the second and final volume. 
Talking with him this month at his home in Milford-on-Sea, Alan was full of the vigour and 

sheer ‘get up and go!’ that has characterised his very full 
life and which, he says, was nurtured and developed in his 
early days on Arden Field and in the immediate 
neighbourhood. He also told the marvellous story of being 
signed by Hampshire as a result of a visit of the Hampshire 
Chairman to the FCC Committee at East End Road, about 
which he knew nothing at all! Different times!


Alan says he has been ‘lifted up’ by this contact from FCC, and is going to send us some 
more pictures - hopefully we can display them in our refurbished clubroom post-
lockdown.


For those who wish to delve deeper into the life and times of 
Alan, he has published part 1 of his autobiography which is 
available on Amazon.

Quote from an Amazon review: “Autobiography of the Hampshire 
cricketer of the 1950s, covering the early years of his life (before 
embarking on his cricket career with Hampshire). Punchy Through the 
Covers tells the story of a North London kid born in 1928 opposite a 
cricket field who was at school during the Battle of Britain and the 
Blitz, dived under school desks when Doodlebugs threatened, played 
cricket at Lord’s when seventeen and was conscripted into the RAF as 
a radar plotter. At the age of twenty he married his dance partner 
Betty, became a professional cricketer with Hampshire CCC and a 
qualified ballroom dance teacher.

Alan Rayment originally conceived this book as a family and personal memoir for his 
grandchildren and a tribute to his caring and stable parents. In the process of writing and research, 
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the memoirs evolved into a broader and more detailed family social history starting in 19th century 
rural England, through his Father’s experiences in WWI firing AA guns at German Zeppelins over 
London, to his happy childhood with family and friends in the 1930s and joyful memories of pre-
war holidays on the Isle of Wight and a Suffolk farm. Surprised that he passed the ‘11 plus’ exam 
Alan enjoyed life and friends at the co-ed Finchley County School, but his passions were cricket and 
football rather than scholarly, closely followed by singing in a church choir, fishing and travelling 
on steam trains and paddle steamers.

In serious passages Alan reflects on the political and economic climate of the 1930’s, the leadership 
of Winston Churchill in the 1940s and his pride in the British character that survived the darkest 
days of WWII with courage and humour. In lighter vein he recounts his love of grass as a toddler, 
batting with Denis Compton when eighteen and being ‘let out’ of RAF camp when square bashing. 
Always curious and seeking to ‘understand’, Alan enjoyed his young life and sincerely hopes that 
you will enjoy this book.”


