
 
 
 

Friday, 13th August 2021 
 
 

Dear Member 
 

I hope you and your family are all safe and well and that you are looking forward to the return 
of club rugby after its enforced prolonged break of 18 months.  
 

Having played our last competitive league fixtures on 7th March 2020; when the 1st XV won 
26 – 8 away to West of Scotland and the Bears won 65 – 0 at home to West End, I am pleased 
to report that the first home league fixture of the 2021 – 2022 season will kick-off at 3.00pm 
on Saturday 11th September, when the 1st XV welcome Greenock Wanderers to Scremerston 
for a National League Division 3 fixture. I look forward to welcoming you all back to the club 
to cheer on the blacks. 
 
 

As our 53rd Annual General Meeting approaches the Executive Committee are pleased to 
present their report. 
 

Although the past twelve months have been challenging, I am pleased to report that with 
everyone playing a small part, the club has come through this time in a much stronger 
position.  
 

Our Mini, Midi and Girls sections have all witnessed a resurgence in playing numbers at each 
age group, despite the fact that no inter club fixtures or festivals could take place, due to 
imposed restrictions. Special thanks go out to all our youth coaches who have worked 
diligently and with great professionalism to ensure that all club sessions were not only fun 
and enjoyable but also run in a COVID secure environment, keeping everyone safe and well. 
 

Despite restrictions requiring the clubhouse to close with immediate effect, resulting in the 
cancelation of all events and functions, club finances have held up well. Various Government 
COVID-19 grants were successfully accessed along with additional support received from both 
the RFU and SRU. Thanks go to Richard Ayre, Chris Budzynski and Lesley Hill for their work in 
sourcing and completing many grant applications. I will leave it to Richard, the Club’s 
Treasurer to give you all a more detailed report.  
 

We also acknowledge the work undertaken by our sponsorship chairman Neil Armstrong, who 
along with club captain Tom Jackson, Graham Skeen, Ben Nicholson, Elliot Gray and Alex Frost 
organised an extremely successful bucket of grain fundraiser from our local farming 
community. Our thanks go out to everyone involved and all who gave a donation. 
 

We thank our main club sponsor, McCreath Simpson & Prentice Ltd (who having missed out 
on all of last season have agreed to continue their sponsorship) and all our other board, 
programme and shirt sponsors for their continued financial support. 
 

The Executive Committee wish to express their thanks to you, our Club Members, for all your 
ongoing and unrivalled support and for your patience as we all stand together in getting 



through these unprecedented times. Those of you that have been able to help and assist the 
Club throughout the year with various kinds of volunteer tasks, your time is very much 
welcomed and appreciated. Looking forward, with your on-going support and assistance, I am 
confident that we will all come through this together and emerge stronger for doing so. 
 

Finally, I wish to record the Clubs sincere thanks and gratitude to our Club Captain Tom 
Jackson, who after three very successful years has decided to step down from captaincy 
duties. Playing rugby is all about creating friendships and memories; and under Tom’s 
leadership the Club has certainly experiences some lifelong memories. From unbeaten 
promotions, to that unbelievable comeback of all comebacks, Silver Saturday and our thrilling 
Shield victory at BT Murrayfield.  
 

So as we gradually emerge and look forward to getting some normality back in our lives, 
here’s hoping we can carrying on and continue the momentum and success the Club had 
worked so hard to create; and that a new chapter of friendships and memories can begin. 
 

Stay safe. 
 
 
 

Stephen Gilchrist 
Club Secretary 
 
 
 

The Executive Committee have held a total of 13 meetings during the year, and attendances 
were as follows: 
 

Neil Armstrong 13  Paul Hastie  11 Nigel Parmenter 6 
Richard Ayre  9  Ian Jackson  7 Colin Robinson 11 
Chris Budzynski 2  Tom Jackson  4 Mark Ringland  10 
Matthew Cooper 9  Andy Martin  3 Fiona Skeen  13 
Colin Frame  3  Carolyn Martin 11 Antony Spooner 13 
Stephen Gilchrist 12  Ian McAree  7 Iain Thomson  10 
Douglas Hall  12  Guy Moor  8 Jim Turner  0 
Mike Hardie  3  Louise Newton 7 
  
 
 


