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Treasurers Report for the Year Ended 30th April 2021 
                    

I would like to start by again thanking Lesley Hill for her continued dedication and support in 

assisting me in my role as treasurer of Berwick Rugby Club. I would also like to thank all of the 

members, supporters and sponsors of the Club who have helped financially during the year. Without 

them, we would be unable to provide the opportunities and facilities to our members at the Club.  
 

With a global pandemic bringing our season and trading to an end in March 2020, resulting in a 

period of uncertainty, I am pleased to report we have been able to access a number of grants to help 

us through the pandemic; which has put the Club in good financial order as we look to resume 

rugby and full use of our fantastic facilities at the Club in the not to distance future.  
 

During the year, we have accessed £50,000 from the Governments Winter Survival Grant, £30,350 

from Northumberland County Council in COVID-19 support grants and made use of the Job 

Support Scheme to help cover our overheads. 
 

Our Agricultural supporters kindly donated buckets of grain to the Club during the year, which is 

due to be sold this Summer.  
 

We were granted our CASC status in September 2018 and this was backdated to 1st May 2018 to tie 

in with our financial year. As a result, our bar and catering trade was transferred to a trading 

subsidiary, with a resource sharing agreement between the two companies in force as recommended 

by the RFU. The significant benefit of this is that we are not subject to business rates or corporation 

tax. 
 

For this reason, the full accounts of both companies will be available on request, but I will be 

providing a combined set of figures to run through on the night so they are comparable to the 

previous year.  
 

Historically, the Club spends all of the money it raises on providing a sporting facility that the town 

can be proud of. I imagine this will continue and our spends will be greater as we look to recover 

from the pandemic.  
 

The membership income of the Club decreased last year; which was a little disappointing, as all our 

members have not continued to support the Club, but understandable as the pandemic will have 

affected all members in one form or another. When things return to normal I hope that we will be 

able to welcome you all back to the Club.  
 

The Club remains in a viable financial state, however, we must again increase our efforts to raise the 

income necessary to keep the Club in a sound financial state. Which will be a difficult task again 

this year. 
 

There has also been no funds used from the Lottery Account, hopefully we can replicate this year 

and continue to rebuild the Lottery Funds for the future.  
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Sundry income is up this year, which is due to the first grant from Northumberland County Council 

(£25,000) being allocated here last year and the Club being closed for the full financial year.     
 

It is fundamental the Club do not solely rely on donations and more of an effort is made to become 

more self-sustaining. At the same time, our efforts to raise money must remain at a high level until 

we are self-sustaining.  
 

Repairs has remained at a high level, which is due to some improvements we have made coupled 

with spend on PPE, which was all largely grant funded.  
 

The other figures within the accounts are largely comparable with previous years, or are explained 

by the Club being shut for all of the year. 
 

I would like to reiterate my comments last year by thanking all the volunteers who do so much for 

the Club, without whom the Club would not operate. The worth of their free time given to the Club 

cannot be easily valued but without it the Club would never be able to operate as successfully as it 

does. 
 

It has been a difficult year for the Club, but one that has put us in a sound financial position going 

forward as we look to recover from the pandemic. I hope all our members and supporters are in 

good health and I look forward to welcoming them back to the Club for the 2021 – 2022 season 

ahead.  

 

 

 

Richard Ayre 

Treasurer 

30/04/2021 
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