
 
 

Friday, 22nd July 2022 
 
 

Dear Member 
 

I hope you and your family are all safe and well and that your lives and routines have slowly 
returned to some form of normality. 
 

As our 54th Annual General Meeting approaches, the Executive Committee are pleased to 
present their report. 
 

Although the past twelve months have continued to be challenging and very much stop start 
in nature, I am pleased to report that with everyone playing a small part, the Club has come 
through this period in a much stronger position.    
 

Senior Rugby 
Two years ago, at the start of the pandemic, I reported the Clubs frustration and huge 
disappointment with the SRU’s decision to “Null and Void” the season, which at the time 
almost certainly denied our 1st XV a well-deserved promotion to National Two. I also wrote 
that our experienced coaching team of Colin Young and Paul Pringle along with team manager 
Owen Weatherhead would re-energise and re-focus the players to come back stronger and 
more determined as soon as restrictions were eased and lifted.  
 

Therefore, I have great pleasure in reporting that for what seemed to be a never ending 
season (due to the opposition postponing games on more than one occasion, due to COVID-
19) our 1st XV were successful in securing their promotion to National Two; albeit some 24 
months delayed!! Our congratulations go to the whole team involved (coaches, players and 
management) for remaining patient and believing that their skills and talent would prevail 
eventually. 
 

As the saying goes “success breeds success” and along with the 1st XV achievements, the 2nd 
XV under the management of Dougie Hall and Iain Thomson and captaincy of Grant Maltman 
also had a productive and profitably season. More league games were fulfilled, which resulted 
in a top half finish, as well as two cup finals reached. Following a heavy defeat in the 
Northumberland 2nd XV Cup against a very strong Tynedale Centurion side, the Bear were able 
to re-group and bounce back the following week and secure a richly deserved victory over 
Hartlepool Stags in the 2nd XV Candy League Cup, in a highly entertaining game. Again, we 
send our congratulations to all concerned. 
 

With fixtures for next season now released, I am pleased to report that the first home league 
fixture of the 2022 – 2023 season will kick-off at 3.00pm on Saturday 10th September, when 
the 1st XV welcome Glasgow Academicals to Scremerston for a National League Division 2 
fixture. I look forward to welcoming you all back to the Club to cheer on the blacks. 
 

Ladies 
Our ladies section has continued to grow in numbers, training every Thursday evening and 
under the watchful eyes of Dougie Hall and Laura Smales will be looking to enter a team into 



the SRU’s Women’s Development League for the forth coming season. We wish them well 
and offer our full support. 
 

Colts 
In keeping with many clubs across England and Scotland and recognised as an area of real 
concern by all the Home Nations, our Colt’s struggled with their numbers in order to raise a 
team for meaningful fixtures to take place.  
 

Following various commissioned studies and reviews carried out, much of the drop-off in 
numbers at this age group was due to the pandemic and its associated suspension of a whole 
season, which in turn resulted in many U16’s as they left school not being able to transition 
through their clubs and being lost to the game. 
 

However, even though this season had been disappointing due to lack of numbers, Colts 
coaches Andy Martin and Dave Fergie were pleased that 15 of the 22 players that won the 
Candy Cup with the 2nd XV had come through the Colts section in the last 3 years. In fact three 
from this year’s current crop of Colts were now regularly playing for the 2nd XV.  
 

Looking forward, numbers have increased and as a Club we will do everything within our 
powers to ensure our philosophy of growing and nurturing are own talent to Senior Rugby 
continues. 
 

Berwick Schools / Midi Section 
Our Midi Section under the Chairmanship of Guy Moor and his team of coaches had a mixed 
season, affected predominately by some opposition teams struggling with player numbers, as 
well as the Great British weather playing its part. 
 

Good numbers regularly turnout in all age groups and as a result it’s not surprising that 
numerous youth players have gained representative recognition on both sides of the Border. 
Well done to everyone who gained success, at whatever level they played at. 
 

Girls Section 
The Girls Section has once again continued to thrive and flourish. So much so that for the first 
time in the Clubs rich history, we were able to organise our very own Girls Festival, which in 
the end attracted over 140 girls in attendance from eight different clubs. 
 

Thanks go to Laura Smales for co-ordinating the whole event and to all the coaches who have 
ably support her throughout the whole season. I am pleased to report that plans are already 
well advanced, to make next seasons festival much bigger and better.  
 

Mini Rugby 
Our Mini’s Section under the leadership of Antony Spooner and all his coaches, have once 
again continued to accommodate and develop boys and girls of all abilities in the game of 
rugby union in a safe and enjoyable environment. Numbers have continued to grow through 
the season, thanks to the excellent work carried out by our Development Officer Dougie Hall 
in all the local primary schools. 
 

We wish our Mini Section continued success and very much hope that parents continue to 
volunteer their services in assisting with the Mini’s Section next season as annual 
tournaments and festivals slowly return. 



To all those who have refereed, officiated and volunteered at the Club over the season, at all 
levels and age groups, we record our sincere thanks. We apologise for not specifically 
mentioning you all by name, as there are so many who have contributed to the successful 
running of the Club – however, we do know who you are. 
 

We thank our main club sponsor, McCreath Simpson & Prentice Ltd and all our other board, 
programme advertisers, 7’s, match, ball and man of the match sponsors for their continued 
financial support over the season. Special mention must go to Neil Armstrong for his 
organisational and persuasive skills in ensuring every game last season was sponsored and 
well attended for pre-match lunches. 
 

Our Annual Dinner was its usual success and the Executive Committee were extremely proud 
to welcome our Ladies Section along this year in order for their successes to be recognised 
and celebrated. Grateful thanks go to Colin Frame for all this organisational and negotiating 
skills, in once again attaining a quality top table of guest speakers.  
 

As restrictions eased, the clubhouse was able to open up again and slowly get back to hosting 
various events and functions. As a result, club finances have held up well. However, I’ll leave 
it for Richard Ayre, the Club Treasurer to give you all a more detailed report. 
 

The Executive Committee wish to express their thanks to you, our Club Members, for all your 
ongoing and unrivalled support. Those of you that were able to help and assist the Club 
throughout the year with various kinds of volunteer tasks, your time is very much welcomed 
and appreciated. Looking forward, with your on-going support, we hope to be able to 
continue to offer the team sport of Rugby Football Union, in a friendly and welcoming Club 
environment – as asset within our Local Community.  
 

Finally, I wish to record the Clubs sincere thanks and gratitude to our 1st XV stalwart Gareth 
Hill, who after many years, decided it was time to listen to his body and call time on his 
eventful and illustrative playing career. For those of you who attended this year’s Club Dinner 
and heard Gareth’s passionate speech, then you’ll know what our Club means to him and his 
decision to retire was not made lightly. 
 
 

Stephen Gilchrist 

Club Secretary 
 

The Executive Committee have held a total of 12 meetings during the year, and attendances 
were as follows: 
 

Neil Armstrong 11  Paul Hastie  11 Mark Ringland  6 
Richard Ayre  8  Ian Jackson  5 Fiona Skeen  11 
Chris Budzynski 9  Andy Martin  8 Laura Smales  8 
Matthew Cooper 11  Carolyn Martin 5 Antony Spooner 11 
Colin Frame  7  Ian McAree  9 Iain Thomson  7 
Stephen Gilchrist 12  Guy Moor  6 Jim Turner  8 
Derek Gilmour  5  Bob Nevins  7 Jack Webster  8 
Douglas Hall  7  Louise Newton 5 
Mike Hardie  4  Nigel Parmenter 3 


