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Good Evening,

Welcome back to Harrison Park for our first home game of the new season.

Our aim will be to go one better this season than last. I said at the clubs presentation
evening I want this team competing for honours every season rather than having a good
year every now and then. That has got to be the mindset of everybody at Leek Town on
and off the pitch.

It hasn't helped that we lost a number of players in the summer. Jack Sanders and Dan
Trickett-Smith have joined the professional ranks which the club is delighted with.

Of course Niall Maquire has retired after serving the club so well for a number of years.
Jordan Johnson and Scott Lycett left because of the change of league and the logistics of
the change.

The most disappointing loss is Niall Green. He picked up an injury in the friendly game v
Abbey Hulton. It was a nothing challenge but he landed badly and his injury will keep him
out of football for a considerable time. We wish him well with the operation which is due
soon and with his rehabilitation.

Replacing good players at this level is very difficult, ask our opposing manager tonight
Ryan Austin.

There are a lot of good clubs in the area both above and below us. We find it hard to
compete with Stafford Rangers, Nantwich Town and Buxton who play in the Premier
League

We have though been able to bring in some new players to the club which a lot of you will
see for the first time tonight. Starting at the back we have added Harry Goode, Josh
Agbozo, Louis Keenan and Oli Harrison who did sign last season but didn't feature.In
midfield, Chris Baker and Jake Twyford have been added to the squad and Striker James
Kirby completes the set.

We welcome you all to Leek and hope you enjoy your football at the club.

Tonight we welcome our rivals from down the road Kidsgrove. They have held the upper
hand over us in the last couple of seasons. The games are always well contested and
usually close. In both games last season there was also some very good football played.

I look forward to meeting up with some old adversaries and hopefully a better ending!

Enjoy the game.

Bake.





Good evening everyone and welcome back to Harrison Park for our first home fixture
of the season against our local rivals Kidsgrove Athletic.  We welcome their players,
officials and supporters and hope they enjoy their evening, but not too much!

We started well on Saturday with a 2-0 victory away at Wisbech Town; a new ground
for us and one of our longest journeys of the season. It was certainly a long day for the
players, but they did what they had to and in all honesty, it could have been a much
higher score than it turned out to be.

It was good to see several new faces in the side and they looked perfectly home, all
giving a good account of themselves in their first official Leek Town appearance. Jake
Twyford continued where he left off in pre-season getting one of the two goals, with
Darren Chadwick netting our first goal of the 2019/20 season from the penalty spot.

Last season’s exploits against Kidsgrove were certainly not on the list of highs for the
season, so we go into tonight’s game hoping for an improvement in performance and
result.  Although they went down 4-0 in their opening match on Saturday, that won’t
make a scrap of difference to the way they play tonight, so as ever we will be in for a
tough match.

We start our FA Cup campaign on Saturday, when we travel to AFC Wulfronians.
They knocked out Racing Club Warwick in the Preliminary Round. After that, our Bank
Holiday Monday fixture is away at Sheffield, so we aren’t due to be back here at
Harrison Park until Saturday 31st August when we will face Sutton Coldfield Town. If
you can’t make either of our away fixtures, we hope to see you then.





As ever, it’s been a busy close season with preparations for all our sides to move into
2019/20 ready to hit the ground running.  This season, our Junior Boys teams number
seven, with a further six in the Mini section of the Boys.  There are seven Girls teams
this year.

Tonight’s mascots are Leek Town Under 8’s, one of our youngest sides.  Managed by
Chris Wainwright, this is their second season.  All our junior players are automatically
members of the Junior Blues Club and Chris’s team will tonight be presented with their
goodie bags.

We are really keen to make this a true family club, shown by our Junior Blues
Membership package.  For just £10, your child can become a member.  They will get
a bag of Leek Town goodies, which includes a wristband that will gain them free entry
into every league game.  These have already proven popular, so get your kids signed
up quickly, so they benefit fully from the wristband.

We also continue to offer training for non team members at Birchall on a Wednesday
evening from 6pm to 7pm.  This costs just £4 per session and all our coaches are fully
FA Level 1 qualified and have an FA CRC.



Well known to all Stoke City fans, Jon Parkin is our next Sportsman’s evening guest.
Parkin has recently released an autobiography
“Feed The Beast - pints, pies, and a belly full of Goals”

He is also an anchor host on the award winning podcast Under The Cosh, where cult
football figures are interviewed and talk about their career.

Tickets will go quickly - contact Neil Baker, Jon Eeles or Jim Lockett



SATURDAY 17TH AUGUST

Frickley Athletic   0 3 Chasetown
Glossop North End   0 1 Stamford
Ilkeston Town    0 0 Cleethorpes Town
Kidsgrove Athletic   0 4 Stocksbridge Park Steels
Lincoln United    0 2 Carlton Town
Loughborough Dynamo 3 2 Worksop Town
Market Drayton Town  3 4 Belper Town
Sheffield FC    2 1 Newcastle Town
Sutton Coldfield Town  0 2 Spalding United
Wisbech Town    0 2 Leek Town

Stocksbridge Park Steels spent much of the first half of last season squabbling at the
bottom of the table, but they start this one at the top after a 4-0 drubbing of Kidsgrove
Athletic. Scott Ruthven’s sixth minute goal sent them all the way, but they had to wait
until the 80th minute to be sure of the points, Luke Mangham scoring the first of his
two goals in as many minutes before Lewis Whitham added a fourth for a no doubt
pleasant trip back home on the first day.

While there were five draws in 10 games in the N/West division, there was just one in
the 10 games in the S/East division, and that came at Ilkeston Town, who marked their
first game back in the NPL with a goalless draw against Cleethorpes Town in front of a
step four high crowd of 602.

Of the nine games that went one way or the other, only two went in the favour of home
teams as the travelling sides had an opening day to remember.

One of those was at the home of football, where Sheffield kicked off their season with
a 2-1 win over Newcastle Town. Ben Turner and Mitchell Dunne scored within five
minutes of each other either side of the half hour mark, meaning Jack Van Der Laan’s
goal on 74 minutes was just consolation.

Loughborough Dynamo were the other home winners, beating Worksop Town 3-2.
Leon Mettam put the Tigers in front, only for it to be cancelled out by Curtis Burrows
barely a minute later. Burrows then added his second from the penalty spot and Will
Norcross gave Dynamo a two goal cushion on the stroke of half time.   Andrew
Gascoigne pulled a goal back on 50 minutes, but the hosts held on for the three
points.



Reprieved from relegation last term, Carlton Town got off to the perfect start in this
campaign as they won 2-0 away at Lincoln United. Goals in either half from Aaron
Opoku and Oliver Clarke settled the match.

Spalding United, who finished just above the relegation zone last season, were also
2-0 winners away at Sutton Coldfield Town. A Jamie Jackson penalty put them in front
on 19 minutes, and Ben Richards made sure of the points in the second half.

Leek Town won 2-0 too, beating Wisbech Town 2-0. Darren Chadwick scored a first
half penalty, before Jacob Twyford scored on the hour mark.

There was a seven goal thriller at Market Drayton Town, as they came out on the
wrong side of a 4-3 against Belper Town. Zeph Thomas scored a fifth minute penalty
to give Belper the lead, Harvey Howell’s equaliser making it 1-1 at the break. Nathan
Curtis put Belper back in front on 47 minutes, but two goals in three minutes from
Howell and Charles Knowles put the hosts 3-2 in front. George Milner equalised with
20 to play, and Nathan Curtis struck the winner two minutes from time.

Glossop North End went down 1-0 at home to Stamford, Cosmos Matwasa scoring the
only goal of the game two minutes in to the second half, while Chasetown were 3-0
winners at Frickley Athletic. Rian McLean and Liam Kirton put them two goals up by
half time, and George Cater made sure of a comfortable afternoon six minutes after
the restart.

MIDWEEK FIXTURES

TUESDAY 20TH AUGUST
Belper Town v Frickley Athletic
Chasetown v Market Drayton Town
Cleethorpes Town v Lincoln United
Leek Town v Kidsgrove Athletic
Newcastle Town v Glossop North End
Spalding United v Loughborough Dynamo
Stamford v Ilkeston Town
Stocksbridge Park Steels v Sheffield FC

WEDNESDAY 21ST AUGUST
Carlton Town v Sutton Coldfield Town
Worksop Town v Wisbech Town



TOP LEAGUE GOALSCORERS

Daniel O’Brien (Runcorn Linnets) 6



PLAYER STATS 2019/20

2019/20 Career
Player Debut Apps Goals YC RC Apps Goals

Joshua Agbozo
Chris Baker 31/10/2015 1
Jessy Bavanganga 16/04/2018 13 0
Aaron Bott 13/12/2016 0+1 42 21
Darren Chadwick 16/08/2014 1 1 184 18
Ben Chapman 22/11/2011 200 0
Harry Goode 17/08/2019 1 1 0
Niall Green 13/10/2015 119 0
Tim Grice 24/09/2011 1 337 172
Mark Grocott 12/08/2017 1 96 1
Oliver Harrison 13/04/2019 1 2 0
Jack Hurd 23/10/2018 1 0
Louis Keenan 17/08/2019 1 1 0
James Kirby 17/08/2019 0+1 1 0
Billy Reeves 22/09/2018 1 42 1
Danny Roberts 22/01/2011 1 120 0
Lewis Short 15/09/2018 36 0
Rob Stevenson 18/08/2012 1 142 40
Jake Twyford 17/08/2019 1 1 1 1
Charlie Walford 18/08/2018 0+1 44 3





Pos Pld W D L F A GD Pts
1 Stocksbridge Park Steels 1 1 0 0 4 0 4 3
2 Chasetown 1 1 0 0 3 0 3 3
3 Carlton Town 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3
4 Leek Town 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3
5 Spalding United 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3
6 Belper Town 1 1 0 0 4 3 1 3
7 Loughborough Dynamo 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3
8 Sheffield FC 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3
9 Stamford 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3

10 Cleethorpes Town 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
11 Ilkeston Town 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
12 Market Drayton Town 1 0 0 1 3 4 -1 0
13 Worksop Town 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0
14 Newcastle Town 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0
15 Glossop North End 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0
16 Lincoln United 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0
17 Sutton Coldfield Town 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0
18 Wisbech Town 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0
19 Frickley Athletic 1 0 0 1 0 3 -3 0
20 Kidsgrove Athletic 1 0 0 1 0 4 -4 0

NPL SOUTH EAST DIVISION TABLE

TOP LEAGUE GOALSCORERS

Curtis Burrows   Loughborough Dynamo 2
Nathan Curtis  Belper Town    2
Harvey Howell  Market Drayton Town  2
Luke Mangham Stocksbridge Park Steels 2

Four players in the South East Division started off their season with a brace in the
opening game.  Curtis Burrows was the only one of the four to include a penalty in
his two goals.





Ben Chapman: Goalkeeper
Returned to Leek in October 2015 from Glossop North End after previously leaving to
join Kidsgrove Athletic. Ben originally joined the Blues on loan from Nantwich Town in
November 2011 and made the move permanent later on in the season. Ben is has
made over 200 appearances for the club, ths only goalkeeper to do so.

Danny Roberts: Goalkeeper
Rejoined the club for a second spell in January 2018 from Belper Town. Danny
originally joined Leek during the 2010/11 season and has since also played for Norton
United and Witton Albion helping both to win promotion. A strong, dominant keeper
reaching the milestone of over 100 appearances for Leek Town. Danny was a member
of the NPL team of the year in 2018/19.

Joshua Agbozo: Defender
A strong, versatile defender formerly on the books of Liverpool Academy and latterly
Shrewsbury Town U18s. Signed at the start of the 2019/20 and on dual registration
with Chorley FC.

Harry Goode: Defender
A hard working full back formerly a scholar at Derby County. The young defender
joined Leek Town from Chasetown FC. He also played for Newcastle Town in the
2017/18 season.

Niall Green: Defender
Hard working, versatile player comfortable playing as a full back, in the centre of
defence or anywhere across midfield. Niall is another player who helped Norton United
to the North West Counties Championship in 2013/14. He first joined the Club in 2015
and left at the end of that season, but returned in 2017 and has been virtually ever
present since.

Darren Chadwick: Defender
Originally signed from Norton  United in July 2014. Darren was part of their NWCFL
Championship winning squad after joining from Stafford Rangers. Following a
successful season at Harrison Park where he was named Manager's Player of the
Year he left to join Witton Albion, but was back at Leek by November 2015 and is now
approaching 190 appearances for the club and is the Club Captain.

Ollie Harrison: Defender
A young, strong, defender who had previously been a scholar at Crewe Alexandra.
After a stint in Sweden for IKF Ostersund he returned to the UK and signed for Leek
Town at the tail end of 2018/19, making his debut against Glossop NE.



Jessy Bavanganga: Defender
Comfortable as a full back or central defender Defender. Made his first team debut in
April 2018 and became the first graduate from the Blues NPL Academy side to make it
into the first team squad. Formerly on the books of Stoke City as a youngster.

Louis Keenan: Defender
An experienced defender who joined Blues from Loughborough Dynamo at the start of
the 2019/20 season, where he had played under our Assistant Manager Peter Ward. A
previous member of the NPL team of the year.

Billy Reeves: Midfield
Classy midfield player who arrived at Harrison Park in September 2018 after a spell
with Stafford Rangers. Billy was previously on the books of Port Vale where he made a
number of first team appearances. A popular player with his peers and fans, winning
Players Player in 2018/19.

Marc Grocott: Midfield
Combative midfield player signed in June 2017 from Kidsgrove Athletic where he was
Manager’s and Player’s player of the Season in 2016/17. Marc began his career on the
books of Stoke City where he spent several seasons and gained experience with loan
spells at Alfreton Town and Stafford Rangers. Another player who has been virtually
ever present since he came to Leek.

Chris Baker: Midfield
Versatile midfielder in his second spell at Leek Town. Another member of the Norton
United team who won the North West Counties Championship. He first joined in 2015
after a brief spell with Witton but left at the end of the season and has played for
Newcastle, Chasetown and Kidsgrove Athletic before returning to Leek this season.

Jake Twyford: Midfield
A talented midfielder, comfortable in the middle or wide. Until recently Jake was a
member of the Stoke City Academy and joins Leek from them. Previously on loan to
Kidsgrove Athletic where he played an instrumental part in the FA Cup run in 2018/19.

Jack Hurd: Midfield
Another member of the Blues NPL Academy side who has featured in first team
friendly games this summer.  Jack made his NPL debut in October 2018 and is
expected to increase his number of first team outings this season.



Charlie Walford: Midfield
Left sided midfield player who signed for Blues in August 2018. Charlie was previously
on the books of Port Vale, where he had progressed through the Academy and
Reserve teams to earn a professional contract. Now in his second season with the
Club.

Aaron Bott: Striker
Prolific goal scorer who signed for the Blues in September 2018 from Newcastle Town.
Aaron played a few games for Leek in the 2016/17 season whilst on a dual registration
with Ball Haye Green. Joint top goal scorer in 2018/19 netting 23 times.

Tim Grice: Striker
Prolific striker signed in September 2011 from North West Counties League side
Eccleshall. Tim started out at the Stoke City Academy and was also on the books of
Aston Villa before going on to play for Wolstanton United and Alsager Town. Our
longest serving outfield player he is the club's record goal scorer with 172 goals for
Leek in 336 games (and counting).

Rob Stevenson: Striker
Attacking player who previously had a spell at Harrison Park under Lee Casswell in the
2012/13 season. Since then Rob has played for Market Drayton Town, Belper Town
and Stafford Rangers before returning to Leek in October 2016. A talented player
renowned for individual goals, joining Aaron Bott as leading scorer in 2018/19 with 23
goals.

James Kirby: Striker
A no-nonsense striker who has previously played for Congleton and Sandbach. A
member of the NPL Champions Atherstone Colleries where he was on dual
registration with Sandwich. Joined Blues at the start of the 2019/20 season.

Assistant Manager Peter Ward
Sponsored by

Physio Lauren Dawson
Sponsored by
Leek Town Junior Girls Section

Manager Neil Baker
Sponsored by
John Gordon & Liam Duggan
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DATE OPPONENTS COMP RES ATT 1 2 3 4 5
Sat 17 Aug Wisbech Town BNPL-SE 2-0 235 Roberts Goode Keenan Grocott Harrison
Tue 20 Aug KIDSGROVE ATHLETIC BNPL-SE
Sat 24 Aug AFC Wulfronians FAC
Mon 26 Aug Sheffield FC BNPL-SE
Sat 31 Aug SUTTON COLDFIELD TOWN BNPL-SE
Tue 3 Sep Market Drayton Town BNPL-SE
Tue 10 Sep ILKESTON TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 14 Sep Cleethorpes Town BNPL-SE
Sat 21 Sep CARLTON TOWN BNPL-SE
Tue 24 Sep Stocksbridge Park Steels BNPL-SE
Sat 28 Sep Worksop Town BNPL-SE
Sat 5 Oct SPALDING UNITED BNPL-SE
Sat 12 Oct Newcastle Town FAT
Sat 19 Oct Newcastle Town BNPL-SE
Sat 2 Nov LINCOLN UNITED BNPL-SE
Sat 9 Nov Chasetown BNPL-SE
Sat 16 Nov LOUGHBOROUGH DYNAMO BNPL-SE
Sat 23 Nov STAMFORD BNPL-SE
Sat 30 Nov Belper Town BNPL-SE
Sat 7 Dec Carlton Town BNPL-SE
Sat 14 Dec FRICKLEY ATHLETIC BNPL-SE
Sat 21 Dec WISBECH TOWN BNPL-SE
Thu 26 Dec Glossop North End BNPL-SE
Wed 1 Jan SHEFFIELD FC BNPL-SE
Sat 4 Jan Kidsgrove Athletic BNPL-SE
Sat 11 Jan MARKET DRAYTON TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 18 Jan Spalding United BNPL-SE
Sat 25 Jan WORKSOP TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 1 Feb Frickley Athletic BNPL-SE
Sat 15 Feb CLEETHORPES TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 22 Feb Ilkeston Town BNPL-SE
Sat 29 Feb STOCKSBRIDGE PS BNPL-SE
Sat 14 Mar Lincoln United BNPL-SE
Sat 21 Mar NEWCASTLE TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 28 Mar Loughborough Dynamo BNPL-SE
Sat 4 Apr CHASETOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 11 Apr Sutton Coldfield Town BNPL-SE
Mon 13 Apr GLOSSOP NORTH END BNPL-SE
Sat 18 Apr BELPER TOWN BNPL-SE
Sat 25 Apr Stamford BNPL-SE



6 7 8 9 10 11 SUBSTITUTES
Chadwick1 Baker Reeves Grice Twyford1 Stevenson Kirby(9) Bavanganga Walford(10) Agbozo Bott(11)





LAST FIVE SEASONS

2014-15   NPL-1S    42     9    9   24   48   96   36     20/22
2015-16   NPL-1S    42   12   14   16   81  78   50     15/22
2016-17   NPL-1S    42   16    7   19   72   66   55     12/22
2017-18   NPL-1S    42   11    9   22   70   90   42     18/22
2018-19   NPL-1W   38    15   13  10   58   40   58    10/20

PAST MEETINGS

The two sides have been regular opponents since Kidsgrove gained promotion to the
Northern Premier League. Leek held the upper hand in the early meetings whilst
Grove have enjoyed much more success recently to the extent that Blues have not
beaten Kidsgrove since the 2014/15 season.

In all there have been 26 league meetings with the number of wins now standing Leek
Town ten to Kidsgrove’s nine, with seven draws.

Grove won both ties last season 2-1.



A HISTORY OF KIDSGROVE ATHLETIC

There was a team in Kidsgrove dating back to the nineteenth century which
evolved into Kidsgrove United. Kidsgrove Athletic were formed in December 1952
purely for local men to play in the side. A pitch was acquired down on the A50
when Kidsgrove played in the now defunct Burslem & Tunstall league and in 1961
the club took a year out to develop the land the present ground is on.

In 1963 the club joined the Staffs County league after winning both Burslem & Tun-
stall leagues. Three years later, the club had won the County league and the Staffs
Challenge Cup. Some animosity was caused when the club left Staffordshire to
join the Mid-Cheshire league where they became champions four times and chal-
lenge cup winners three times.

During the seventies the club lifted several trophies as both the first and second
teams enjoyed a successful spell and the club grew and grew. These successes
included the Staffs FA Vase, the Challenge Cup once more and the prestigious
Sentinel Cup which was won three times. If the club had success on the field in the
Seventies, it was the Eighties when the clubhouse and pitch developed. This peri-
od also led to the building of the current changing room block by the then strong
committee, providing some of the best facilities in the area.

In 1989 the club had at last been accepted into the North West Counties League,
having been rejected twice. In 1989 Kidsgrove became the first club to win the
Staffs FA Vase twice.  With ground criteria becoming stricter they found them-
selves promoted to the First Division of the NWCL in 1992 having finished tenth in
the second division a year earlier.

Stoke City opened the floodlight era in 1992 but Eastwood Hanley’s demise
strengthened the playing side in 1997 and the club became champions the follow-
ing April as well as Challenge Cup winners beating Vauxhall in the Final. The club
also reached the Semi-Final of the FA Vase that year, and this got the clubs record
crowd against Tiverton Town.

Four years later with more work carried out the club became champions again and
were promoted to the Northern Premier League. It was a struggle and in 2004 the
club found themselves bottom of the league. The formation of a new league struc-
ture then came into force and the club remained in the league which saved the
club from being relegated for the first time in their history. There was one bonus
that year which was the lifting of the Staffs Senior Cup for the first time beating
Stafford Rangers 1-0 at the Britannia Stadium, a competition that the club has won
on no fewer than five  times.



In 2004/05 the club finished a respectable tenth and lifted their first piece of
UniBond silverware with an exciting 7-6 win over Woodley Sports in the
Chairman's Cup Final. The club suffered highs and lows and ground face lifts
during the early years in the Northern Premier League, with the stamps of Terry
Hillman and Stan Brown being left on the club in the forms of ground
improvements. During this period the club also suffered financial woes.

The 2009/10 season Grove achieved their highest ever UniBond League position
when heading the table on no less than three occasions, however the ‘enforced
winter break’, due to the extreme weather that gripped the country, seemed to do
them no favours. A strong finish to the season however, did put Grove into the
Play-offs where we were to lose by a 1-0 score line away to Glapwell FC. Grove
once again lifted the Fair Play Award (for the third year out of the last four) and in
the prolific Dave Walker had the top goal scorer in the league.

2011/12 saw Grove have their best ever FA Cup run reaching the 4th Qualifying
Round before bowing out to Bradford Park Avenue in front of a crowd of 1,140
fans. The end of this season however was to prove very significant with Chairman
Michael Fitzjohn standing down due to work commitments.

The next three seasons saw the club decline only escaping relegation to the North
West Counties league by deems of re-election. In November 2014 with the club on
the brink Mick Fitzjohn returned as Chairman and a new board of directors formed.
The 2015/16 season saw a turnover of players and a more successful campaign
with Grove in mid-table comfort and a Staffs Senior Cup Final appearance.

Following a poor start to the 2016/17 season managers Pete Ward and Anthony
Buckle were replaced by player manager Ryan Austin. The club once again saw a
big turnover of players and finished in a respectable mid-table position. The
2017/18  season was a disappointment as they could only finish 18th.  Last
season saw a run to the FA Cup 4th Qualifying Round, where Grove bowed out at
Hartlepool United.  They also achieved a much-improved 10th place finish in the
league.



Kieran Harrison – Goalkeeper - Former Manchester United and Crewe Alex youngster
joined the club in January on returning from a scholarship in America. Signed new contract
in the summer following a number of outstanding performances last season.

Alex Morris – Former Port Vale Youth and Leek Town player. Second  season at the club,
won both the Supporters Young Player of the Year and also Players Player of the year last
season. Top quality left back, very good when faced up one on one.

Rhys Thompson - Versatile player who can play all across the back four or in a holding
midfield role. Very athletic and has every attribute a defender needs. Previously with
Chasetown, Leek Town, Hanley Town and Hednesford.

Shaun Rhodes - Fearless and ultra competitive defender, good all round performer with a
great will to win. Following years playing in local football Rhodesy firmly established himself
in the Grove line up last season until injuries disrupted the end of his campaign.

Oliver Jepson –  Now in his third season with the club after joining the club in the January
of 2017 from Alsager Town. Started out as a centre forward but has successfully trans-
formed into a centre half.  Powerful unit and strong in the air. Massive potential.

Lewis Bergin –  Former Port Vale Pro who initially joined Grove on loan from the Vale.
Had a short spell at Castle Town before returning home to Kidsgrove Athletic. Has been
played at Centre half, left back or holding midfield but it is at centre half that Bergin has the
ability to play higher. Lewis is a gifted footballer with an unbelievable left foot.

Jim O’Neill – Left sided centre half who is also useful up front. Signed last season from
Chasetown having previously playing for Market Drayton.

James Butler – 19 year old centre half who has joined on a permanent basis following his
release from Stoke City. Spent much of last season on loan here and also had a loan move
to Hartlepool.

Max Murphy – Joined on loan from Stoke City until January. Reports are that Max is very
good defensively and early signs show he’s not too shabby going forward.

Kyle Diskin - In his 4th season with the club having signed in the January of 2017 from
local rivals Newcastle Town.  Right sided  ball player with great delivery from set pieces.
Scorer of spectacular goals.  Has been used in the centre of midfield at times. Self nick-
named “The Wand” due to the quality of his right foot!

Lee Williamson - Ex Sheffield United , Watford and Blackburn Rovers to name but a few.
Lee made 552 appearances in the professional game also playing 8 international matches
for Jamaica. Ball playing midfielder who even at the tender age of 37 runs games on his
day. Continues to play due to the love of the game.

Kyle Blake – Midfielder signed from Leek Town. Now showing the form he was in before
suffering a cruciate ligament injury at the start of the 2017/18 season. Energetic midfielder
who breaks play up as well as setting up attacks.



Charlie Scott – Former Manchester United under 23 midfielder who was released  at the
end of the 2017/18 season. Made two appearances on loan for Hamilton in the Scottish
Premier League.
Sam Hall – Former Leek Town and Nantwich Town captain. Previously with Grove before
leaving for Leek Town  in the summer of 2012. Disciplined, defensively minded midfielder
who has a range of passing. Power house in the middle of the park.
Jimmy Phillips – Skilful wide man signed in the summer from Mickleover. Formerly with
Gateshead and more notably  Burton Albion where he made 137 appearances for the
Brewers.
Ant Malbon - Club captain and talisman forward. Top scorer for last five seasons and now
the club’s all time record goalscorer. Finished last season’s campaign with 32 goals. Along
with his goalscoring exploits, very much a team player turning provider as much as adding
to his own goal tally. Made his professional debut aged 17 for Port Vale before drifting into
non league firstly with Leek Town and then Newcastle Town where his goalscoring ability
earned him a move to Kidderminster, where he scored 33 times for the Conference club.
Ruben Wiggins Thomas – Experienced much travelled and prolific goal scorer. Signed
following a recent move to the area. Spent much of last season on loan at Long Eaton,
having previously played at Carlton Town, Basford United &  Belper Town.
Kingsley Adu Gyamfi – Young forward signed in the close season following netting an
incredible 60 goals in local football for Silverdale Athletic. Pacey forward with an incredible
work ethic.
Tyler Savage – 18 year old flying winger signed follow impressive performances in pre
season. Played previously for Abbey Hulton United having progressed through their youth
ranks.
James Jennings – 18 year old forward signed on loan from Stoke City. Had short spell on
loan at Market Drayton last year.
Ryan Austin - Took over the management reigns unexpectedly in the September of 2016.
Starts his 3rd full season in charge with a new backroom team following the departure of
Josh Brehaut. Austin enjoyed a good playing career being a pivotal part in Burton Albion’s
rise from non league. Persistent injuries over the last two seasons have prevented Austin
from playing but has allowed him to concentrate solely on  management

Dave Riley –  Former Abbey Hulton United manager, joined the club as assistant manager
following a short break from the game having lead Abbey United to the Staffs County
League Championship and stability in the North West Counties League.

Dave Hamnet - Massive appointment for the club as part of the management team having
finally lured him from Scott Dundas’s backroom team. Great eye for talent and brings a
wealth of experience to the young management team.

Mark Cornes - Mark joined as physio last season and is currently studying at Birmingham
University . Mark is keen distance runner.





SPOTLESS RESULTS
AT AN AFFORDABLE
PRICE

T: 01538 307003



Name Tim Grice
Nickname Gricey
Age 30
Position Forward
Job/Occupation Delivery Driver
Where do you live? Meir

TV Programmes Breaking Bad, Peaky Blinders,
Game of Thrones

Films Wolf of Wall Street, Bohemian
Rhapsody, The Godfather

Bands Oasis, Kasabian, Rolling Stones

Three Course Meal Chicken Wings, Steak,
Cheesecake

Fantasy Dinner Party Guests George Best, Freddie Mercury,
Nicky Sixx

Favourite Tipple Anything Alcoholic
Fantasy holiday destination Hawaii
Describe yourself in 3 words Honest, loyal, frank
Interests outside football Music, tennis, squash
Professional team you support Stoke City
Pre-match routine Crumpet!
Best experience in football Play-off finals
Worst experience in football Play-off finals
Most/least intelligent in dressing
room Danny Roberts / Botty & Olly

All time best football pro 11

Peter Schmeichel, Gary Neville,
Rio Ferdinand, John Terry, Ashley
Cole, Paul Scholes, Christiano
Ronaldo, Eden Hazard, Alan
Shearer, Wayne Rooney, Thierry
Henry





LEEK TOWN FC 2019/20 Match Sponsorship

Date Opponent Match Sponsor
20 August Kidsgrove Athetic Diamond Freight
31 August Sutton Coldfield Town Matthew Beeby
10 September Ilkeston Town
21 September Carlton Town
5 October Spalding United
2 November Lincoln United Staffs Moorlands Chamber of

Commerce
16 November Loughborough Dynamo
23 November Stamford
14 December Frickley Athletic
21 December Wisbech Town
1 January Sheffield FC
11 January Market Drayton Town The Gateway Club
25 January Worksop Town Leek Town ACFC
15 February Cleethorpes Town
29 February Stocksbridge Park

Steels
VP Day

21 March Newcastle Town The Fountain Inn
4 April Chasetown
13 April Glossop North End
18 April Belper Town Nigel Thomas

Package includes:

�     Complimentary tea & coffee before the game & at half time
�     Home cooked pre-match meal served prior to kickoff
�     VP match entrance for 10 people, more can be added by request
�     Car parking for 2 cars
�     Reserved seating in the stand with Club officials
�     Matchday team sheets
�     Matchday programmes
�     Match day announcement

Cost is £250 + VAT

For further details please contact leektown@hotmail.com.





Good evening and welcome back to Harrison Park as we
begin our 2019/20 home campaign.

And what a great way to start it, with a local derby against
our rivals (and friends) Kidsgrove Athletic. It’s about time we
beat them too. They have certainly got the better of us this
last few years - time to sort that out I say !  Well done to the
lads after they secured an excellent 3 points on our opening
fixture away to Wisbech on Saturday. This sets tonight’s
game up perfectly.

We were all very flat at the end of last season as we narrowly
missed out on promotion following a 2-1 play off final defeat
away to Radcliffe. On the day, we weren’t quite at it and

despite defeating Radcliffe in both of our previous league games, the one that ended
up as the most significant we came up short.

Our epic semi final victory on the Wednesday evening (at home to Colne) would have
been energy sapping in my opinion. The game went to extra time, we picked up some
injuries whilst Radcliffe had an extra day recovery having won their play off semi final
the night before. The advantages of finishing above us in the table gave them both a
date and home advantage which ultimately tipped the balance. We can have no
complaints but this must not over shadow what a great season we had. Let’s go one
step further this time.

It’s been a busy old summer. I have learnt very quickly that things never stop at Leek
Town FC and there is always something that has people talking. Indeed we have
recently hosted the beer festival which proved to be a very popular event. Thanks to
all who supported the club - both our volunteer base and sponsors.

Bake has been busy assembling his squad for the new campaign.  Notably, Niall
Maguire called time on his semi professional career - a personal decision to spend
more time with his family. We certainly wish him well, he has been a fantastic
professional, a real genuine guy and of course a good player for the football club.

In other news, we are delighted to announce that Stoke City under 23’s will play 8
fixtures at Harrison Park this season. One of these took place 8 days ago when the
Potters hosted Sunderland. The most notable of the 8 will be a fixture against
Manchester United on Monday March 1st. The very fact that a Club of Stoke City’s
stature deem our facilities suitable for them, is a real achievement for us.



Our relationship with the Potters is clearly a good one as they invited us to take part in
a pre-season friendly (behind closed doors) in early July. I was privileged to be there,
despite our lads going down 6-0 to a very strong Stoke side. A great experience
nonetheless for the players.

On the subject of the Potters and on a social front, our next Sportsman’s Evening will
feature Jon Parkin, known as “The Beast” to local Stoke fans. These evenings are
very popular and we expect tickets to sell out quickly.  They cost just £20 per person
and include pie and peas.

Finally, I just wanted to mention our new junior Supporters club membership that we
have introduced for the forthcoming season. All children under 8 will gain free entry to
the ground if accompanied by a full paying adult or concession, and the admission
price for children aged 8 to 16 will be £3. However, membership of the new junior club
will allow free entry for all league games for those under 16 - this is a one off joining
fee of £10 per season. Each member will also receive a wrist band and a goody bag.

Enjoy the game,

Locko



Wisbech

August is always a special month, it heralds the start of
the new Leek Town season. Another year, another
league swap! This season sees us moved back into the
East league, newly tagged South East.  A few new
grounds are on offer and a few familiar faces too – is
there a better way to kick off the campaign than with a
256-mile round trip into the Fens?

Wisbech is Leek’s second longest away journey this
season, only Cleethorpes can better that. Located in
the historic flat Fen’s, a new ground awaited me. How

would they fare against last season and the infamous Lancashire Chip mystery?
(Every Lancashire club we visited last year seemed to not sell any chips, much to the
annoyance of many of the Leek faithful, hopefully this year sees a return of the staple
match day refreshment).

The ground was basic with sparse shelter and a small array of seating, the club house
was bright and lively, but lacking in the non-league charm I always admire. The pitch
was by far the best factor, a flat and immaculate surface; it will take some beating this
season to find one better.

A visit to the refreshments stand allayed my fears, chips for sale! But no pies till kick
off, so burger and chips it was – slightly above average, the chips were good but the
burger a bit stodgy and the bread a tad stale.

The benefit of playing Wisbech so early is getting the long trip out of the way, a solid
but basic ground with friendly people. It is good to be back.

This season, I’ve introduced a new grading for each club.  Here go the marks for our
first trip!

Stadium: 3

Surface: 4.5

Clubhouse: 3.5

Catering: 3.5

Total: 14.5 /20





Fed up of hearing the Chairman’s choice of music on a matchday, why not choose a
playlist of your own.

It costs just £20 to sponsor a playlist.

If you are interested, speak to an official.





Present the voucher above to claim 50p off any food or drink from the tea hut.

NOT VALID IN ONLINE
PROGRAMME

NOT VALID IN

ONLINE PROGRAMMETuesday 20 August

Kidsgrove Athletic






