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FOREWORT)

BY THE PRESIDIIN'I'

Today, Sunday lOth April 1994, rrll ll)o rnixc(l rrrt'lrrplrols corne
home to roost. Congratulations John Sutldcs. yorr've prrllctl il ol1'
with vision, hard work, a sense ol'lrurnour lrttl llrc srrlrpoll ol'a
small experienced Committee. Let's mcntion llrcnr as wcll .lohn
Robinson, Peter Robertson and Tony Sisterson.

Thanks are also due to the Melrose Committec for thcir outstanding
support and iratience in guiding Tynedale through thc pitialls of
or,qanising an International Sevens Competition. After all. its the
fault of earlier missionaries from the Melrose Committee way back

in the nineties, 1890s that is, that Tynedale are able to celebrate the Centenary Sevens. How the child
has matured and conquered the world. . .

..ENGLAND, MURRAYFIELD 1993''

But without our sponsors today Tynedale RFC certainly could not have mounted such a spectacular
spofiing occasion. Thanks to Distillers plc, Bell's Whisky in particular, Kimberly-Clark and British
Gas Northem for their suppofi.

The distinguished panel of referees and touch-judges deserves applause for turning out on a Sunday
after some hard games yesterday. The club and the spectators salute your enthusiasm and dedication.

I hope that the visiting teams from Home and Overseas have found the journey worthwhile. This is
the first time many of the players have visited England let alone Northumberland. They are most wel-
come and assuled of a wam 'Dale Reccption'. Their presence has cnsured a great day of Rugby.

We are proud and delighted that Danie Serlbntein, Immediate Past President, The Rugby Football
Union. has agreed to present the Tynedale Centenary Sevens Cup and medals to the winners.

My thanks to the doyens of the press for their entertaining articles and to my tiiends in the Tynedalc
CIub and Committee for their wholehearted suppoft. Thanks also to the ball boys for providing a pro-
fessional service which surpasses any other Club in the Northern Division, and to the Ladies'
Committee for their outstanding dedication under fire I

Finally, welcome to our visitors. You are the most important people today. Make yourselves at hornc
in the beautiful surroundings of Tynedale Park. To everyone, please enjoy a great day at (hc Bell's
Tynedale Centenary Sevens. Perhaps we may see you back next year?

John Saunders, President
Tynedale R.F.C.

SPONSOR'S MESSAGE
BELL'S

Welcome to the Bell's Tlnedale Centenar.y Scvcns

As many of you will know, Bell's has bccn ussocirrlctl
with rugby for several years - starting in l9ut3 whcrlwt'
first became involved with the Melrose Scvcrrs. ;rrrrl

more recently at Twickenham, where Bell's is l)rou(l lo
be an Elite sponsor of the RFU. Including Tyncrlrrlc irr

our programme this year, therefore, was a niltut'ill sl('l)
for us, extending the link of the UK's favourite Scotch Whisky with sourc ol tlrr.

most popular venues and events in rugby.

I am delighted to be able to welcome the teams here today who will all cornpelt' l,r
the prestigious trophy. Some of these teams competed yesterday at Melrosc - lror," I

admire their starnina! Such is the attraction of Tynedale that these players llorrr
overseas chose to play again before returning home. I am sure you will makc tlrt'rrr
all welcome and that we will witness a spectacular display of rugby.

Those of you who arrived early today would have been able to see some o['our. lo;r
rugby personalities put some of Tynedale's juniors through their paces. A clinit ol
this type provides a unique opportunity for youngsters and we are indchtt'tl ro
David Sole, Finlay Calder, Sean Lineen, Dougie Morgan, Malcolm Young antl Al:rrr
Old who have given up their time to be here.

However, this toumament would not be taking place were it not fbr a team ol lx'()
ple, names too many mention, whose vision it was to repeat the first great Tynctlrlt,
Sevens which took place in 1894. They have worked tirelessly over the past nr()r)tlr..
and our thanks and congratulations must go to them all.

Finally, our thanks go also to you for supporting both Bell's and Tynctlllt'. ( )rr

behalf of my colleagues at Bell's I wish you all an enjoyable and memorablc tlrry.

Graham Thompson,
Managing Director, United Distillcrs LIK
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PEOPLE WFIO KN()W 't il t. (:()r N tr{\

li N()W WII\' 'f H[,Y NEI:,D tsARtsOUR COUNT'I{Y CLOTHING

WHAE THE HE,I,T,'S TYNEDAI,E?

"Whae the hell's Tynedale?" was the query that echoed around

the Scottish Border seven-a-side circuit all those 109 years ago

when the North of England club had the impertinence to cross

the border and win the first-ever sevens toumament staged by

the Hawick Club. Borderers soon found that success was no

fluke because, in the very next season, Tynedale took the hon-

ours at the Melrose event and what is more, they beat the hold-
ers Melrose, in the final by two tries to nil.

Bill McLaren
the y,oice nf Rugby IJnion, Seven-a-side rugby means a lot to the Scottish Border clubs and

not just in his tratir,, it is not surprising that suggestions that the Five Nations cham-

Borders but ort the y,orld pionship should be contested later in the season so as to benefit
stage. For as long as frombetterweather,hasnotgonedowntoowellintheBorders,
many of us can rentember' for such a change woulcl have a detrimental effect upon the
he has communicated t

combination r.tJ unparal- Border sevens circuit that has been in operation with few alter-

leled knowledge oi his ations to the format since the 1880's'

sport, pithy humour and
warmth oJ' spirit. We It was in 1883 that the Melrose Club found itself in some finan-
thank him Jbr this contri- cial difficulty and, in order to boost income, a local butcher
butktn to our programmc" 

called Adam "Ned" Haig had the iclea of an abbreviated tourna-

ment to be played off in one aftemoon and contested by smaller

sides. There were sceptics but, to their eternal credit, Melrose

went ahead with the first-ever sevens toumament in which seven teams took part from Melrose,

Gala, Selkirk, Hawick and Innerleithen. That first final was fought out between Melrose and

Gala and, when they were tied at the end of normal time (15 minutes), it was agreed to play a

further l5 minules. However alter only l0 minutes, Melrose scored a try and promplly walkecl

off with the trophy despite Gala protestations that another five minutes remaineril Thus was

instituted that distinctive feature of the sevens game - sudden death by which the first team to

score in extra time are declared the winners. The other Border clubs quickly followed suit with
their tournaments thus establishing the current programme in which tournaments are held by
Gala,Melrose, Hawick, Jed-Forest and Langholm during five Saturdays in April and May and

other senior events are staged at Selkirk, Earlston and Kelso at the beginning ofeach season.

Those tournafiIents are the focal point of town interest on each special day. They are family
affairs with picnics round the ropes and on the terracing as backdrop to the keen competition
fought out on the playing area. They also provide each club's best "gate" of the season which
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is boosted by sponsorship so it is hardly surprising that Borderers are reluctant to permit inter-
ference with their traditional programme.

Of course the early toumaments enjoyed popular acclaim because the fuller version of the game

was contested by 20-a-side and consiste<l of a series of moving mauls and melees in which
hacking was permitted, hacking being the description of an act in which players were allowed
to create bruising on an opponent's shins! So sevens proved a form of attractive, fast-moving
relief in which players had oppomunities to run and handle the ball far more. Sevens increased

in popularity in England in the twenties. Indeed Selkirk beat Melrose in the tournament held in
at Percy Park at North Shields in 1921 . Rockcliffe and Northumberland events followed in
1922 an<l the famous Middlesex tournament was first staged in 1926.

In the early days of sevens, prizes were awarded to the finalists such as tea-sets, rosebowls, sil-
ver egg-cups and carvers, but the Scottish Rugby Union fearful lest its strictly amateur status

would be eroded, decreed that only medals could be presented!

Se'r,en-a-side lore is littered with astonishing feats of derring do, with dramatic long range, run-

away tries, with extraordinary feats of stamina and resilience and tortuously long ties that
seemed likely to have no ending. On one famous occasion in the 1880's Melrose played

Hawick in the Melrose final, the ties lasted 57 minutes into semi-darkness and the players were

so fatigued that a Hawick player, Dr Cullen leaned over a scrummage and pleaded with some-

one, anyone, to scorel G Mercer of Melrose obliged to vast gendral relief. I have vivid recall

of playing for Hawick against Kelso in the Kelso sevens semi-final of I 948. We changed ends

scven times befbre Sandy Charters scored for Kelso. Once I managed to cover back to a Kelso

kick and was upbraided by our gnarled, little stand-off, Jimmy Lumsden, for not running back
fast enough. Run? I could barely walk! It was the only time that I can remember Hawick play-

els being almost grateful that an opponent had scored. Of course in the final, Kelso, leg weary,

wele hanrmered by Melrose.

The Border sevens circuit has spawned many memorable feats of which Hawick's record of
winning ten tournaments in a row in 1966 and1967 stands supreme. They won 39 ties on the

trot and three players, Rob Welsh, Colin Telfer and Peter Robertson trxrk part in every single

tie. Peter Roberlson was a Scottish trials tight head prop and a gifted sevens artiste and hooker

as well as being the fbrmer coach and curent mentor of the Tynedale Club.

OId Ned Haig would be astonished at the spread of the game, that he fbunded, to all corners of
the world with even a World Sevens tournament, deservedly won by England, at Murrayfield in

1993, and cvery year the Hong Kong sevens in which 24 countries take part in a superb event

that encapsulates all that is good in the game - spofismanship, mighty physical cndcrrvor"rr', rrrrl

an ideal two days format, with enlivened audience participation, thrilling contests and u urrivcr

sal willingness to accept the rough and the smooth of Rugby's fortunes.

Nor is there any doubt that the seven-a-side game will continue to provide huge enjoynrcnt lor

suppofters and players alike - as Tynedale's Celebration Tournament today will provc sul)

porlers because of the attraction of the running and handling game and the drama of cxlnr lirrre ,

players because of the joyous relief in wide open spaces from the claustrophobic delcnccs irrrtl

"use it or lose it" of the fuller version. Ned Haig did Rugby Union a big service and tlcsclvt's

all our thanks.

hiceVTaterhouse o
are pleased to support the

ENGLISH CENTENARY 7.A.SIDE COMPETITION

at

Tynedale Rugby Football Club
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GREGGS

congratulate Tynedale Rugby
Football Club on their initiative
100 years ago and look forward

to their continuing success in
the future.

THE BAKERS

BDO Binder HamlAn is pleased to
support Tgneside Rugby Club

At BDO we Are coynrnitted to the needs of growing businesses

Pearl Assurance House, 7 New Bridge Street,

Newcastle-upon-Tqne, N E I BBO
Telephone: 09 | -261 2481

Aulhanscd bU lhe lnslilule of Chan$ad A1ountanls m Enqlahd antl Wdl.s td rarrq dn inf.stafIl lruJin.s!

BDO
BDO Binder Hamlyn

Chartered Accountants

rnd fittirg ol low cost, quality
to all makB ol vehlde.

Corbridge Rd, Hexham. Tel: (0434)

Compelitive rales, all makes,
special discounts available,

M.O.T. tesling ircluding diesels
SERVICE

Full Fordotrange and
a week.

PARTS

weekend or weekly rates.
van hire available hourly,HIRE

Full range ot nw and used vehic*s all
avaihble with a compeharive vrananty.SALES

Ford rarqG sYailabh
and demonstration

We luve ths full
tor

THE

COMlllERCIAIS

Also at Belle
Villas,

Ponteland
(0661)
860777

DRIVE A GREAT DEAL MORE FROM
THE DEALER ON YOUR DOORSTEP

TYRES

I8
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We also wish all the players
today an enjoyable and

competitive celebration of the
occasion.



John Pargeter -

one of the most reassuring
and familiar faces on the
rugby scene in the North
East. John was the rugby
and golf correspondent for
the Newcastle Journal for
many years and still files
columns as a freelance
journalist on a regular
basis. An impartial
observer but a good friend
of Tynedale.

This was and is llnedale!

Hexham is often referred to as "The Heart of all England", and
while the Tynedale Club have never actually claimed that, they
can perhaps expand even more, for there is no doubt that
Rugby-wise, they figure prominently in the best of two worlds,
in that their association with the Rugby Football Union is no
greater that their historical connections with the Scottish RFU.
Or perhaps to be more accurate, to the Border Country.

Still a force in the game, although frustrated by their failed
attempts to go higher in the National League System in
England, they may be excused on occasions for turning back
the clock and basking in the reflected glory of their forebears!

Today, surely is the right and proper occasion as they celebrate
their Centenary "Sevens", after all, no other club in England
can do that! To prove that histolical point, the date was Whit
Monday, May 21st in 1894.

wrtn the 5th. Sadly there is not a happy note to end this victory, for it was reportcd scvclrrl ol
thc players being so exhausted by the intensity of the struggles that a few who dicd soon rrltt.r
wlrds dated the commencement of their iilness from that date.

"Battles, skirmished, reiving, raiding and feuding" have gone on in the Border Courrtly sirrt t'

lime immemorial, but Rugby has managed perhaps more that anything else, to bring uhorrl
peace and an almost natural individual sport!

Perhaps too, the fact that so many youngsters from the North East, especially from tlrc'l-yrrt'tlrlt
and Hexham area, have been educated across the Border has helped. In this respect, 'l-yrrt'rlrll

by no doubt, hold the top place through the families of the Robsons of Byrness, thc l)otltls ol
Catcleugh, the Elliots of Hindhope and the Halls of Lauriston.

Both Redewater and Bellingham have boasted Rugby teams, built as they said, arourrrl tlrt'
"Four Graynes of North Tynedale" - the Charltons, the Robsons, the Dodds and thc Milhrrrrrs
and on one occasion, another North Tyne Club Border Rovers, took over a Christrnas lixtrrr,'
lrom Tynedale against Hawick.... and beat them.

Ily 1883, Tynedale had reached the final of the Northumberland Cup only to be bcirlt'n hy
'f'ynemouth, but success came in 1887 and by the outbreak of World War I, there was r basrs ot

what we all know now as Tynedale.The early history makes fascinating reading rrr tlrt'
Centenary Book of 1976. so let us jump forward to more modern times, certainly to tlrc rrrcrrrn
lies of those more likely to be reading today's stories.

CUP TRIUMPH

Tynedale's junior sides began the eventual triumphs with a string of cup victories clurirrg tlrr'
20's, with the Second XV carrying off the Senior Shield five times in a row (1920 to 192'l ), rr

feat which earned them a special flag from the county, which flew over the grandsturrrl l,r
many years.

The fourth XV took the Junior Shield every year between 1924 and 1928 and then in 1927, rlrt'
First XV brought home the Senior Cup which had not been seen in Hexham sincc l9l.t lt
marked the start of Tynedale's prominence in Norlhumberland, despite the tremendous blow ol
the 30's, when they lost the pitch they had used for 27 years because of the new C-'orhlirlp,.t. ro
Hexham road.

Undaunted, the club continued with their clubhouse marooned on a triangle of grounrl ltrrrss
the road, with the pitch switched from East to West rather than North to South, ils so rrurrry ol
the current supporters and officials recall. How fitting too, that their cr-rp winning ('rrplirirr ol

Scotland ofcourse, rightly claim the first "Sevens", which were

on April 28th in I 883, and Tynedale run them a close second,
in that they won tournaments at Gala and at Hawick in 1885

and Melrose in 1886. Moreover, their players travelled on
horse-back, once, returning the following day for a replay !

Let us rest "our" story of seven-a-side Rugby there; leave the intriguing details to Bill Mclaren
and concentrate upon Tynedale and their relationship with the game in Northumberland.

SCOTTISH CONNECTION

Yet, even here, the connection with Scotland is most marked, though the writer must hasten to
add, it was all long before his time!

It would appear however, that the first recorded match between England and Scotland, quite
unofficial of course, was played in the 17th Century. Comprising 20 from Tynedale against an

equal number from Liddesdale; the Southerners winning by three goals on two. More detail
appears in a report of 1790 when sides from these dales met again on the "Haugh" close by
Kielder Castle.

It would appear five games were played, and after four, the tally was 2-2. The North Tyne lads
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1906, George Spencer, was now the Northumberland President and was able to select a side to
play the club.

Indeed, his dominant leadership and that of skipper KWD Hodgson, helped the club to reach
the peak they have rarely lost since, for they won the Northumberland Cup four years in succes-
sion just before the war, with outstanding players like hooker Jack Suddes, Lock Rex Graham,
Flanker Ronnie Heron and his brother, Harry at prop; Full-Back Teddy Blench, with
Threequarters "Hoot" Gibson and Chris Armstrong, plus the superb mid-field triangle of Angus
Brogdon, Basil Liddle and Tommy Bland.

Remarkably, until just two years ago, Tynedale had won the Northumberland "Sevens" only
once (1930) and the names of the first victors will revive memories: Bland, Brogdon and Liddle
(as mentioned above), Dave McComb, Jimmy McComb, Sid Scott and Geoff Holmes.

In their four Senior Cup triumphs of the 30's, Tynedale scored 240 points againstjust 64 and in
aii matches during these triumphant four years, their record read:

;rlthough Harry Brogdon scored the winning try, the man of the match award went t() curr('nt
stalwart Ken Hall, who stamped his authority on the game with a thoroughly accomplislrctl rrll

r ound performance.

Walter and Willie Rutherfbrd - the latter earlier an England trialist - were a formidrhlc lririr.
Jirnmy Newlands was a Hooker of note, Bill Dinning and John Cousins are still active stalwlrrls
lnd be it noted, that never-to-be-fbrgotten stalwart, Drew Richarson, captained the tclrrr llr;rl
won the Junior Cup (his farewell match incidentally), and Bobby Blackburn led tlrc sccorrrl
team to win the Senior Shield for what was the l2th time in the club history.

Willie Rutherford, incidentally, lbllowed in the footsteps of Angus Brogdon when he was p,ivt'rr

an England trial (Sunderland 1946), but while only two Brogdons had played for Tyrrctlirlt'.
tlrree Rutherfords succeeded is doing so, Hector joining Walter and Willie!

No reference to Tynedale, however can be made without mentioning the Robb family. A Ifublr
I'igured in their first ever XV and steered them through their 50th anniversary, whilc l)crck
l{obb, a great nephew, captained them in their 75th year.

'l'he year 1955, saw that great Cornish stalwart, Prof G.G.T. Tregarthen, now Presidrrrrt ol
Northumberland, open the "new" clubhouse which was a tremendous stride forward lntl lor
which the club owed a great deal to the energetic work of Laurie Bouckley.

llddie Robson and Stuart Enevoldson, John Suddes (the longest-serving fixture secretary irr llrt^
county) and Jim Chapman also deserve great praise for the developments to follow and tirr tlrt'ir
determination to see it all happen, while the youngsters who have so supported the club, owc :r

great debt to the enthusiasm .... and to the untiring encouragement and devotion of John ('lrrr"k.

George Haldane then appeared as a tremendously enthusiastic coach and who can possihly l'rrrl

to note the wholehearted almost fanatically keen John Shotton of the modern era?

All these people and many more, have seen Tynedale rise to their present eminence, brouglrl lo
the boil no doubt, by the decision to move out of Hexham ... and what a decision that was:

Stalwart Bill Dinning, through his agricultural roles, was the first to hear the possiblc ilc(luisi
tion of appropriately named "Tynedale Park" at Corbridge, but once it was leamed, it wus irll po
and in what seemed no time at all, the Tyneside Agricultural Society showground bocarne tlrr'
Rugby arena now known far and wide.

The cost was fI2,000 and the property committee comprised Bill Dinning (Chairrrlrr)..lirrr
Chapman (Secretary), Alan Charlton (Treasurer), David Barker (Assistant Treasurcr) rrrrrl rlu,'r'
leading committee men in Stuart Enevoldsen, Ken Bell and John Clark.

PWD LFA

rzt 85 I 1 25 1659 620

Remember, a try was then worth only three points!

PROUD DAYS

It was a remarkable coincidence that on each of those four years, the man who presented the
cup to Tynedale, was not only the County President, but also a Past Captain of Tynedale :-

Anthony Emmerson, George Spencer and "Mally" Snowball. Proud days for the Club!

Ben Plummer then came on to the scene - he had made his senior debut at 15 in 1908 when at

St Bees - made his county debut in France against Stade Bordelais on Easter Monday 1913 -
became a County Referee after retiring - the Tynedale President (1952-6) and the County
President (1947-9), so was in office when he unveiled the Tynedale Club memorial to the 27
members who gave their lives in the war.

A word too, for Tommy Robertson, who did such great work keeping the club going during the
war, and held office for eight years after the war!

With the war over, Tynedale again began to surge forward, taking the Cup in 1948, when,

12
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The breakthrough came by 1975 when the Hexham ground was sold for f75,000 and the club-
house and car park for L27 ,500. By July 1976 the new abode was ready. The building cost -

some f 108,000 ... but what an asset!!

By the time Tarn Bainbridge (Darlington), then the President of the RFU, opened the
Clubhouse, the entire project had cost f 154,000, but those responsible - the majority of whom
are here to enjoy this occasion - are able to reflect on the glories of the past. In praising how
the club has developed since, one has only to look at the feats of the Mini-Rugby members over
the years, so guaranteeing the future and also to note that Tynedale won the Northumberland
Cup in 1992 and 1993, to realise what a proud occasion it is today ... when they produce this
Centenary Sevens Souvenir Programme.

I@'EE
OMPUTER SUPPLIES WITH
THE COIUPETITIVE EDGE Phileas Fogg is delighted to support the

TvrvrDALE 7's Crr.lrENARy CoupETITIoN

,.. but only i{ he can play Full Back!
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COMPETITION RULES

Each team should report to the Senior Steward, Mr. K. Laidler, in the Club House
before their tie commences with a nominated pool of l0 players.

Each tie will be 7llzminutes each way excepting the Final which will be 10 min-
utes each way.

Clubs must turn out punctually as directed by the Senior Steward or risk disquali-
fication.

4 The referee's decision on all matters arising during the playing of any tie will be
final.

Each competing club can nominate a pool of 10 players from which seven will be
selected to play in any tie. A club may alterits teamselection from within the
pool for any tie, provided that the selection is in the hands of the Senior Steward
15 minutes before commencement of the tie in question.

In the event of a player being injured during any tie, the toumament organisers
may permit replacement by another player from within that Club's nominated
pool subject to the following conditions :

a) Injured players may be replaced during all ties by approval of the
Tournament Medical Officer.

b) Clubs requiring the advice of the Tournament Medical Officer may apply to
the Senior Steward.

c) ANY PLAYER REPLACED THROUGH INJURY ON ADVICE OF THE
TOURNAMENT MEDICAL OFFICER WILL BE DEBARRED FROM
TAKING ANY FURTHER PART IN THE TOURNAMENT.

o WHO reported the formation of Tynedale Rugby Football
Club in 1876?

o WHO was among the crowd of 3,000 to see Tynedale win
their first Border Sevens tournament at Galashiels in 1884?

a WHO saw them complete the hat-trick with further seyens
wins at Hawick and Melrose over the next year?

o WHO devoted half a column to the first-ever sevens
tournament in England at Hexham on Whit Monday, 1894?

o WHO is still providing unrivalled coverage in words and
pictures of Tynedale's exploits on the rugby field?

HEXHAMfr*l COURAI\T
(Reaching over 49,500 Tynedale People Every Week)

LEADER oF THETACf( FoR 
$rr?TtilE\rs 

AND FEAruru's

Make yours a BETTER home
Make yours a SAFER home

AND HAVE YOUI,YJTIN: 
"ECKED

For ALL your electrical requirements contact

JOHN CUNNINGHAM
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

BURNCLIFFE, WEST END, HEXHAM NE46 3DD
TELEPHONE: 0434 60277 1/604734 FAX: 0434 607690

FOR YOUR PROTECTION

NORTHERN
ELECTRIC
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THOMPSO]Y'S OF PRUDHOE
LIMITED

CONGRATT]LATES

TYNEDALE RUGBY CLUB
ON

STAGING
THE

ENGLISH CENTENARY
SEVEN.A.SIDE RUGBY

FOR ALL YOI,R ROADSTONES, SANID, GRA\TEL,
BIILK EXCAVATION DEMOLITION & SKIP

HIRE.

TEL:- (0661) 832422 or (0434) 63201s

OUR GUESTS

\ II,I,AGER FOOTBALL CLUB

\VL'welcome today Villager Football Club, founded in 1875, South Africa's oldest club. Only
litt'llcnbosch University has produced more than the thifty-five "Springboks" who have sprung
I r onr the Villager's Brookside ground which lies in the shadow of Table Mountain.

Many of these world-famous stars of yesteryear are still active within the Villager Club, includ-
irrg Club President Dave Stewart, Coach H O de Villiers; Doug Hopwood, John Gainsford,
N4orne du Plessis and Lionel Wilson; with prop-forward Keith Andrews a member of the cur-
rr'nt international side.

l)rrve Stewart and H O de Villiers will be here when the team is expected to include Stewart's
n( l)hew Christian, who played for Canada in the last Rugby World Cup and Andrew Kirsten
r lro played scrurn-half for the Western Province development side at Melrose last year.

'vrlltger's team manager, Chris Shutte says, "We are looking forward to this historic tour by
,,trl Club and are truly most privileged indeed to have been invited".

Villager finished fourth (from twenty clubs) in the Western Province Premier Division last sea-
';on and were winners of the Stellenbosch Sevens.

MANLY RFC INC

( )ne of the premier clubs in Australia, Manly, are most welcome and have brought a formidable
side to the Sevens competitions in Melrose and Tynedale. They have recently won Sevens
competitions at home in Kcama and Bathurst. Among their players are world-rated Australian
back-row stars Willie Ofahengaue, and his Australian Sevens' colleagues Graeme Beal and
Manly's top try scorer Kevin Reber. We are honoured to welcome them as the first Australian
side to visit Tynedale and trust they enjoy their stay.
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GHBBS T{ARTLEY
COOPER TIMITED

Intern atronal trnsu rance Brokers
o

Cong ratulate Tynedale RFC

on this HistorrcDay
c

GIBBS HART'LEY COOPER LIMITED
Refuge Assurance House

3 Collingwood Street
l.lewcastle upon Tyne NIE1 1LX

Tel: 091 232 4242
Fax: 097 232 1752

member HSBC group

THE REFEREES

r Nr (.tINt) FLEI\,IING

\ l()rly-two year old Chartered Quantity Surveyor from Edinburgh, Jim started refereeing in 1973
rltcr.a serious head injury cut shofi his playing career.

lrr l()l{3,hebecameoneof Scotland'stoptenrefereesandinthefbllowingyearhewaselectedtothe
lrritlnrLtional Referees Panel. He made his Intemational debut in 1985 when he refereed Ireland v
l.ngland in Dublin and now holds the Scottish record for a referee having refereed 20 major
I rrlcrnationals.

lirrr officiated in both the 1987 and l99l World Cups and at the l99l tournament, refereed the open-
irrg game between England and New Zealand as well as the second half of Argentina v Western
S:rnroa, the quarter-final between Ireland and Australia and the Australia v New Zealand semi-final.

( )vcr the past year Jim has refereed New Zealand v Western Samoa in July, France and Romania in
( )( toher and France v Ireland in January.

lr( lr'r'ceing has taken Jim all over the World. He has been to Australia and New Zealand three times
,.r, lr. His travels have also seen him ref'eree in Hong Kong, Dubai. Portugal, Romania, Poland,
' ir e tlcn, Holland and France as well as all the Horne Countries.

Nlrrr-ried to Linda with two children Lorna and Euan, Jim enjoys most spofts and in his spare time
lrllys the bagpipes.

.IIM COULSON

iirrr is a widely respected and well known local referee, who decided to become a referee after playing
lor London and Surrey Universities and Bedford and Bracknell and a stint as a RFU coach at the
Novocastrians Club in Newcastle.

ilr' was rapidly promoted to the National A List and RFU Panel in the early 1980's. At his peak he
.l)cnt two years as one of the six referees on the lntemational Exchange Panel. Jim has refereed top
League games within all the Home nations as well as games at National Cup, County Championship,
I )ivisional, lnter-Services and International Schoolboy levels.

.lim's rugby travels have allowed him to fulfil invitations to officiate in France, Argentina, Canada,
LlSA, Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand.

In between Rugby matches Jim runs his own business, specialising in food and ingredients manufac-
turing and the analysis and biological treatment of waste-waters.

CHARLES (CHtrCK) MUrR
Aged 44, Chuck Muir played until 1971 for Hawick, both at full-back and stand-off half. He then
rnoved to Langholm until 1982, coached for two years and then started refereeing in 1984.
llc has been a Scottish Rugby Union Top Grade referee for two seasons. His major games include
irrnongst others, The Students World Cup tn1992, Wales B v The Nofih of England and Auckland,
Ncw Zealand v Wasps.
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As lhc programme goes to press Chuck will be in charge of the match between Wales A and France B
rrt (lardil'1.

K!]NNY McCARTNEY

Kr:nrry retired from playing at the age of 28 after a distinguished career in the five Hawick champi-
onship sides ofthe 1970's.

Nou, agccl 4l hc has been refereeing since 1980/81 and became a Scottish panel referee in 1990. His
lirsl Irrtcrnational game was between France and Ireland in Paris. He has officiated at five
lrtlcltutlional Matches, including New Zealand v Australia for the Bledisloe Cup. His score to date is
rlre All Blacks twice, and Australia three times.

I lc is a Hawick man to the core, a tennis coach of repute and when he's not fishing or refereeing he is
thc proud F'ather of three daughters.

I'I) MORRISON

l.ivcs in Bristol and became a referee after suffering a rugby injury at the age of 30.

I il has experienced a rapid rise through the ranks from 1980 when he joined his local Bristol Society
urrlil his first appointment to what is now the A list in 1987, and to the Intemational panel the follow-
illg scason.

I lc was in charge of his first lnternational in Paris between France and Scotland in the 1990/91 sea-
sort. Togcthcr with Fred Howard he was selected to represent England at the World Cup Finals in
It)t) l. Hcrc hc officiated at two games, and ran touch in three, including a semi-final and third place
lrliry-off.

[]p to now he has ref"ereed twelve major Internationals which included visits to Argentina, South
All-ica and Australia.

.IOHN PtrARSON

llalcs fi'om Yarm in Cleveland where he works as an Adviser/Inspector for Physical Education and
llcalth with the Cleveland Local Education Authority.

I Ic hits served 6 years on the RFU panel, appearing twice in the top ten and has been established as a
I )ivision I referee since 1979.

.lolrrr has cxperience of International exchange with all the five nations and also controlled the final of
tlre Algcntincan Charnpionship in 1992 and the Maccabiah games in 1993.

II:rvrrrg ofTiciated in the semi final of the Pilkington Cup between Harlequins and Leicester in 1992,
;rs wcll as being given charge of ten junior International Matches, his final ambition remains to
lrt t onlc a rrcmber of the full Intemational Squad.

THE TEAMS

I I lrr'

I

.t.

4.

.5.

(r.

1.

l.t.

(.).

Io

,\I,NWICK

A. Proctor
M. Gourty
D. Roulston
A. Wilson
S. Manners
G. Robson
'I. Cumming
M- Bromham
A. Moses
D. Tumer

(]()RDONIANS
lllil, ,t (iold Hoops

KELSO
Black & White

BLAYDON
Scdlet & While Colle

DUNGANNON
Blue & White Stripes

1. J. Haistings
2. G. Taylor
3. G. Spark
4. J. Haistings
5. A. Gallagher
6. T. White
7. D. Humphreys
8. S. McDowell
9. R. Carey
10. T. Howe

HAWICK
Grcen

GALA
Mtr@n

Amos
Corcoran
. Crooks

10. T. Weir

JEDFOREST
Royal Blue

Yellow & Black

l. S. O'Neill
2. D. Hayes
3. C. Hall
4. D. Morley
5. M. Jones

6. P. Hails
7. C. Nunn
8. A. Savory
9. N. Wade
10. D. Lowes

1. M. Moncrieff
2. G. Keen
3. M. Dodds
4. G. Townsend
5. J. Maitland

Farquharson6.G
7. J.

8. I.
9.N

I A. Mclean
.'. L. Dow
1 D. Love
l. S. Driscoll
5. B. Doney
(). G. Gibb
/ S. Whyte
t. G. Zimmerman
(). S. MacPherson
l0 S. Smith

NEWCASTLE
GOSFORTH
Black, Green & White

l. G. Clark
2. P. Smith
3. J. Nicholson
4. S. Owen
5. M. Dungait
6- T. Penn

7. J. Ashworth
8. D. Cusado
9. I. Chandler
10. I. Williams

LANGHOLM
Crimson

1. P. Stanger
2. D. Grant
3. S. McRae
4. K. Reed
5. J. Graham

6. J. Hay
7. A. Imrie
8. J. Gray
9. G. Allott
10. A. Gray

1. K.
2. H.
3. A.
4. G.
5. G.
6. C.
7. K.
8. K.
9. L.
10. P.

1. C,

2.C
3.R
4.G
5.G
6.C
7.N
8.G
9.B

Amos
Hogg
Douglas
Scott
McKechnie
Brown
Armstrong
Liddle
Patrick
Douglas

MANLY
Royal Blue

MELROSE

l.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
'7.

8.

9.

10.

1.

2.

J.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

t0.

J. Jeffrey
C. Millar
A. Roxburgh
l. Fairley
G. Aitchison
S. Lang
I. Macarlhur
B. Cassie
D. Baird
M. Wright

l. D. Jeffrey
2. C. Cottrill
3. A. Warwick
4. A. Jefirey
5. M. Grieve
6. C. Turk
7. A. Beattie
8. B. Middleton
9. D. Johnstone
10. N. Basnett

M. Reber
K. Reber

R. Gallacher

Hogg
Redpath
Brown
Parker
Shiel
Chalmers
White
Weir
Redpath

S. Fenn
W. Ofanengaue
T. Ashby
T. Tuipulotu
D. Reen
B. Kennedy
G. Beal
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THE TEAMS (cont. . .)

MORPETH
Scdlet & White

1. B. Dale
2. M. Robson
3. D. Clark
4. N. Phillips
5. S. Prescott
6. M. Speake
7. R. Mather
8. W. Monroe
9. M. Lishman
10. S. Taylor

RICHMOND
Red. Black & Old Gold

NORTHAMPTON
Creen. Black & Cold

l. J. Thompson
2. N. Knowles
3. C. Golding
4. D. Bailey
5. A. Heffer
6. P. Jerrams
7. B. Mounesdon
8. N. Lane
9. D. Seeley
10. S. Gross

TYNEDALE
Blue & White Hoops

NORTHERN NORTHUMBERLAND
whib

10. A. Leithead 10. M. Old

Crcen, Red & Yellow

1. D. Purvis
2. I. Sutherland
3. N. Gandy
4. P. Collins
5. R. Thomson
6. N. Collinson
7. S. Kingston
8. S. Bowen
9. G. Watson

Carr
Westgarth
Marwick

l. M.
2. K.
3. A.
4. S. Randle
5. J. Pollock
6. R. Coulson
7. P. Singleton
8. D. Walker
9. S. Gibbs

1.

2.

J.
4.

5.

6.

1.

8.

9.

VILLAGER WATSONIANS
White Mdoon & White

P. Della-Sartina
M. Hutton
G. Taylor
T. Chicken
D. Clift
D. Elliott

10. N. Dontoh 10. G. Jessop

TOUCHJUDGES
A1l provided by Northumberland Rugby Union Referees Society.

Peter Thompson, Fraser Gill, Rod Bramald, Nigel Spencer, Elliott Sykes, Mike Coulson.

TOURNAMENT MEDICAL OFFICER:
Dr Graham Maddick

P. Greenwood
D. Hawkes
I. Grisewood

1.

2.

J.

4.

5.

6.
'7.

8.

9.

10.

1. S. Aitken
2. G. Boardman
3. D. Gray
4. G. Maxwell
5. A. Gary
6. .I. Kerr
7. J. Anderson
8. P. Bell
9. G. Inglis

1. R. Britton
2. W. Swanepoel
3. A. Laros
4. C. Richardson
5. J. Stransky
6. W. Redman
7. C. Stewat
8. H. Gibbs
9. A. Chait
10. J. Meyer

J. Ayton
E. Parker
G. Yates
N. Fearon
I. Donkin
G. Fleming
C. Johnston
W. Robson

D. Stephenson
P. Oakenfold
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( And then, of course our commercial mortgages offer

trul:/ competitioe rates of interest.'

BARCLAYS BANK PLC,

PRIESTPOPPLE,

HEXI{AM,
NORTHT]MBERLAND NE46 1PE.

TELEPHONE 0434 60677I.

BARCLAYS
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I ICHARTTONS HAVE GOT IT A

WE OITER THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGT

AND CHOICE OT D.I.Y. MATERIATS AVAITABTE IN

THE AREA
Listed below ore just some of our Speciolist Deportments:-

1 . Lorge selection of Woodburning Stoves, Cookers, Fireploces ond
Gos Fires.

2. Fifteen complete kitchens - FREE Computerised Design.

3. NEW Tile Showroom - over 2p00 Tiles on disploy

4. Coloured Bcrthroom Suites ond seven working Shower Units.

5. Joinery Deportment - Mode to Meosure Windows, Stoircoses ond
Doors.

6. Hire Deportment - Scoffolding, Cement Mixers, Dumpers, Acrow
Props etc.

\lith over 150 yeors of supplying goods lo the Building lndvstry, we ore in o unigue posilion to offer
yov fvll technicol odvice ond ossisfonce from qvolified sfo#. bocked vp with o highly el[icient delivery

ul;ir'lfl;i,r K #
HEXHAM (0434) 604911

STATION ROAD

-
vtsa

E

Opening Times:
AAon. - Fri. Bom - 5pm
Sot. 9om - 12.30pm

MORPETH (0670) s14837
1O-16 OLDGATE

Matthew Ghillton
BRANCHES AT

* OPEN LUNCHTIMES iK
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Hadrian Veterin ary G roup

DENE AVENUE
HEXHATVI

Telephone
(0434) 602703
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Our team will help you build
your assets for the future.

o

At Lycetts we provide the finest independent

advice by considering all aspects of your insurance

requirements.

With our exlrcrience and extensive knowledge we

will carefrrlly guide you through the complex matters

of Financial Services or Commercial & Industrial

Insurmce.

Our well picked team is always there to supPort

vorr now and for the future

:Lycetts @-il{:lbunr l{ouse

Deao Street Nwcsle upon Tlne NEI lPP d: 091 )3) ll5l
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D. D. Serfontein, President, The Rugby Football Union with John Saunders, President, Tynedale RFC
at the opening of the new Grandstand in September, I 993

NICHOLSON WOOD & GREGG
SOLICITORS

Experienced providers of legol services to
Rugby ployers ond supporters in distress

***x**
We con prop you up - give us o try

contoct John Robinson on 0434 603656
(unovoiloble on April 1 1th!)
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MINI-RUGBY
The all action game for boys

SUTUDA Y COACH'T{G SESS'OilS
SUilDAYS, , O.3O ?.nt. - 12 noon

Mini-Rugby (aged lrom I up to 12 years)

at

(beside Corbridge Railway Statron)

JUST TURN UPI

Tynedale Rugby Football Club
Tynedale Park, Corbridge

ia

I:r
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Jim Chapman -

Tynedale's longest serving
Secretary, recogniTed by
his honourary lile mem-
bership of the Club and a
recent recipient of the
Tynedale Sports Person-
ality of the Year Award.
Jim hos long been recog-
nized as the leading scribe
within the Club.

AFTERTHOUGHTS AND
REFLECTIONS

A commemorative occasion such as we are enjoying today makes it
easy to drifi into sporting nostalgia and, as I heard someone say
recently, to recall the days when footballers used their f'eet and not
their elbows, when George Best drank Coca Cola and Bobby
Charlton still had hair, when the Australians were sunk by Peter
Jackson's try from the wing, or when the definition of sports did
not include ballroom dancing in it.

It is equally easy, when reflecting on our own game - once, famous-
ly described as being "played by gentlemen with odd shaped balls"
- and when reflecting on our own Tynedale Club in particular, to
bring to mind the extent to which over the years this has been
essentially a "family" club and the, handful of families which has
made a major contribution to our history. Woven into those 118
years of history are the family names Robson, Robb, Plummer,
Lishman, Rutherford, Brogdon, Dinning, Blyth, Harris and Parker.
A family club indeed - two examples off the cuff. In a game played
in 1904, no fewer than thirteen of the fifteen members of the
Tynedale side comprised five sets of brothers - three Spencers,
three Emmersons, three Pattersons, two Bates and two Ritsons. The
Robb family - Henry Robb (full back in our first ever game in 1876
against Elswick - later to be known as Northern) - James Robb,

William Robb - (later to become a Major-General) - James Mitne Robb - (later to be knighred and
become an Air Chief Marshall), Ridley Robb, Derek Robb and most recently, Duncan Robb, all
played for Tynedale at one time or another.

In these days of easy travel it is difTicult for us to appreciate the dedication to the game of those who
played in the days before the motor car - the likes of Tom Robson who skippered Tynedalc sides for
four seasons to win the Norlhumberland Senior Cup in 1887 - and we must stand in awe to admire
those who, to play their games in Scotland, travelled to and from across Carter Bar on horseback!
Even in 1994 we admire Campbell Hewitson, living as he does in that Northern ncther region of
Norlhumberland - but he has the benefit of four wheels as opposed to four legs to gcl himsclf down
here to training and to games on a Saturday.

Strange it is that a Club of our standing should never have produced an Intemational playcr direct, but
such is the case. N.F. Humphries, however, after leaving Tynedale toured with the British Isles in
South Africa in 1910 while F.H.R. Alderson captained England after his days with us and, in more
recent times, Malcolm Young achieved his honour after leaving us for Gosforth as thcy then were.
Angus Brogdon at fly half, Will Rutherford at wing forward, followed much later by David Carr at
wing three-quarter were all England trialists. Ben Plummer was a Barbarian against the first Canadian
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,,,,.,1 ';itlctotourEngland. BrothersNigelandPeterEnevoldsonbothproppedfbrEngl:rrrtl stllxrl
rr I rllls1 15 and Under 19 and were in the England Under 23 squad.

rr t rc shoft on Interrationals, we never lacked the odd character - the person for whorn lrrghy is

,, , .r :r source of life itself, who can while away hour upon happy hour in a corner of thc bar- irr crrtl

,, rrrirrisccnces of games, players and incidents in years long past; the person whose rcspccl l()r
',r \ . whose memory for the minutest of detail, appear awesome to the mere mortal who l'irrtls tlilli

rrr slraring his all-consuming passion, his total commitment to the game and the club hc lovcs
, lrrohibits many examples; two will suffice. One of the Ritsons mentioned abovc, (icorgc. :r

rr tt r urnong characters, reputedly went off to play against Hawick with a gold sovercigrr irr lris
r,t.lrcarrivedhomeaweeklaterwiththesovereignstillintact! Morerecentlyandstill irrlovirrll.
,,,, n)cnlory, Andrew Lovat Richardson ('Drew) - in cahoots with our then groundsrnan Will
,.r' logcther the bane of every Referees' Society. No official was ever spared their stcrrlon;ur

', , ,rrr cqually for blowing the whistle as for not blowing it. These two, of course. wulc n()l unr(lilr'
lrr ,rL'Nlr-d-allclubshavethem. IdonotsupposethatthePresidentoftheRFUhadoullwowor

:,' l,rrrticularly in mind when in a speech he made to referees some years ago, he said:- "Yorrr tlrrt'l
,,l,l, lit's in the scattered few misguided excitables - the "grandstand critics" - with thc pcnclrirtrrll
!, , r, whose knowledge of the game is as biased as it is limited and whose vocabulary ol llx' lt:un('

, ,rr lrrctl to one or two ejaculations - "Oft-side" and "PIay the game referee" (a curious cornhin:rliorr
r r r r))cS). The only advice I can tender is "be deaf '.

'inrlsl expected to hear Drew's voice shouting in pure disbelief from above when one ol llrt' rt':r
,rvrn for the compulsory closing of our old stand was that there was not an adequatc rnc:urs ol
lle would have recounted, with relish, the occasion when, admittedly adequately forril'ictl hy tlrt'
rrlsory pre-match tincture or two, he was in his Presidential year, entertaining a visiting I'r-c:sitlt'rrt

lr;rck row of the stand. Rising from his seat the more forcibly to indicate his presence to llrt' rr'l
lrt rnissed his footing and thereupon produced irrefutable evidence that the stand could irr llt l lx'

, , r l i n somewhat less than ten seconds flat.

,, tu,o World Wars had a debilitating effect on Tynedale as they had on practically cvcry otlrt'r
' , l, .19 of those who had played for the Club gave their lives for King and Country in thc fiirsl W:rr

, i '/ irr the Second. Who knows what contributions they might have made had they survivctl.

t ' rlrr"l'hirties and Forties, in addition to the Lishmans, Robbs, Rutherfords and Brogdons, lhc Ilrr1,

, I't pt llying by the likes of John Cousin, Bill Dinning and Jack Suddes. Now, in 1994, to kccp tlrr'
L,tlv llrcme flowing, Walter Rutherford and John Cousin still contribute as our all-weather gllcrrrt'rr,
l r , l l l )ru)ing is our Club Chairman and his son Roger is a selector; John Cousin's son Wallactr is orrr
, l,.rrnriur of Selectors and Jack Suddes' son John is the Chairman of the committee responsiblr' lor
, rrrorrrrting of this Tournament.

l, r . .rlwirys an invidious task to decide in an article as short as this, who to mention and who lo le:rvt'
,,t l'lrelc are so many worthy of mention. It would be equally invidious, however, not to nrcrrtirrrr

rl,, ,( rvicc given to the Club in the 1960s by Stuart Enevoldson and Ken Bell. As Hon. Scclclary rrrll
I l,,n I r(:rsurer respectively they played a vital and crucial pafi in keeping this Club alivc and gctlrrg rt

| ,, L )n l() an even keel again when, in just about every way, it was in a parlous state.



In looking around Tynedale Park today - our 35 acres of green, our Club house and our spanking new
stand - we must also acknowledge that or is doubtful whether an event such as today's could have
been remotely possible but for the foresight and perseverance of Bill Dinning and those few he gath-
ered round him in 1970 to share with him not a few sleepless nights in the ensuing years in carrying
out our move from Hexham to Corbridge.

Elsewhere in this programme are recorded details of Tynedale's involvement with the seven-a-side
game but there is one other event which makes our contribution to Sevens unique among English
Clubs. Up to 1920 the Rugby Football Union had not pennitted seven-a-sides to be played where gate
money was taken. However at its A.G.M. in that year an application was approved for matches to be
played between sides of less than fifteen players at any enclosure where gate money was taken. The
applicants for that approval? - Cumberland Rugby Union and Tynedale RFC.

On the lighter side for a moment. Grateful thanks have been given to all our Sponsors elsewhere in
this programme, but our main Sponsor, Bell's Whisky, were good enough to entertain, a few weeks
ago, a disparate group of Club member and associates with a discourse given by their chief blender
Ian Grieve. Disparate because the audience comprised a collection of whisky drinkers, beer swillers,
possibly one oenophile and certainly one teetotaller. Whatever his preference no one present could
fail to have been enthralled by Mr Grieve's description of his craft in producing the final product.
Furthermore, some long standing beliefs of some of the whisky drinkers were shot down - not least by
his assertion that the taste of a majestic single malt, God knows how many years old, was definitely
enhanced by the addition of water. He would, I believe, have had difficulty in so persuading the
American comedian W C Fields. When asked if he would like water in his glass of single malt he is
reputed to have given the classic reply - "water? I wouldn't touch it. Millions of fish f... in the stuff
every day". We offer this to Mr Grieve to supplement his otherwise excellent reputation.

Last of all a very personal recollection. Tynedale, having taken part in the original Melrose Sevens in
1883, a century on from then, as the President at the time, I was invited to attend the Sevens
Centenary Dinner. The hotel at Melrose at which I was staying happened to be the collecting point
for the various National Presidents and Secretaries prior to the dinner. One of their number, with
whom I was having a wee dram at the bar, was kind enough to offer me a lift in their coach to the din-
ner venue. Thus it was that this illustrious company of nine being transported to the dinner hotel com-
prised (in addition to the four Secretaries of the various Unions) five Presidents - those of The Rugby
Union, The Scottish Rugby Union, The Welsh Rugby Union, The Irish Rugby Union and alone in the
back in splendid isolation, Tynedale Rugby Football Club.

And so, long may it continue to proper - this most fascinating of all our winter team games - this game
now played world-wide, arguable no longer solely by gentlemen, but by all softs and conditions of
men "with odd shaped balls".
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BAKER & CONFECTIONER

WE ARE A TOP QUALITY CRAFT BAKERY SERVING
FRESH BREAD & CAKES DAILY.

Cafe upstairs

3 OLD CHURCH, HEXHAM.
Tel: (0434) 605454

Open: [Von. to Sat. 8am
Proprietors: lan & Val Blyth

1994 MEMBETI
]HE

NATTONA ASS()(. lrrrrl

q6"*'
,,'P**'

/ur,n" " t r/nrot b er s, rb.7. as,/uo,

Tt"nset 
strip, 

/o*orf", 
rn"/s*m0'rai,

---1/ 
oeaal-;,sizs, 

/a 
siae 

/ft 
Heat'en,

GREAIIVE EDGE

Enju.v lba7 s

Hutt Mdinuaring, 9 Eluaston Road, Hexbam. Tel: (O434) 609027



wll,Krr\rsow MAUGHAIV
SOLICITORS

Adtsisors on all legal aspects of
person gI_qI{ busin ess aff airslvwffi

For further information please contact Nicholas Craig
Newcastle oJfice:

Sun Alliance House 35 Mosley Street Newcastle upon Tyne NEI IXX
Tel: 091 261 1841 Fax: 091 261 8267

London office:
2l New Fetter Lane London EC4A IDL

Tel: 071 353 4100 Fax: 071 353 3739

REPAIRS - SERVICE - SPARES

A. C. CURTIS
DowESTtc ApprrarucE REpAtR SpECtAltsrs

Unit 23c, Haugh Lane lnd. Estate
Hexham NE45 3PU

Quality service and repairs to fridges, freezers,
washers, dryers, and vacuum cleaners!

Tel: 0434 502735VAX DIRT
DEVIL
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HEXHAM & NORTHERN MARTS
Cenfres ot:-

HEXHAM, ROTHBURY, SCOIS GAP AND BELLINGHAM
lipeciolists in the Sole of oll Closses of Livestock Weekly Soles of Primestock

TUESDAYS ot HEXHAM
WEDNESDAYS ol SCOTS GAP

Weekly Soles of Store Cottle ond Sucklers every Fridoys ot Hexhom,
I ,lrm Soles ond Soles by Auction or Privote Treoty of oll types of Agriculturol ond

Rurol properties undertoken.
Gross Pork Lettings o speciolist service.

Vrrluotions for Probote, Tenont Right, Sheep Stock, Rood Widening. Pipe Lqylng,
ond lnsuronce Purposes corried out with the strictest confidentiolity.

ll()gulor Soles by ouction of our Rothbury Centre for Antique Furniture, Fine Arls
ond other Household Effects.

Further detoils from:-
Hexhom & Northern Morls, Morls Offices, Hexhom.

Tel: Hexhom (0434) 605444 (3 Iines), Rothbury (06691 20392
ond Scols Gop (067074) 2O6 ot 287

w
THE ]BEAUAAONT

HOTEL

Hexham's only 3 Star Hotel
4 Crown highly commended

: i deligbtful bedrooms and a superb Restaura,rtt

Tbe Tynedale team seem to enjoy our bdrs.

Telephone and Fax: Hexham (0434) 602331

I



l,M,CIark & Partners
ESTABLISHED 1847

CHARTERED SURVEYORS ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

4 HENCOTES
HEXHAM
Tel: Hexham 602307

14 PRIESTPOPPLE
HEXHAM
Tel: Hexham 605447

MARKET PTACE
HALTWHISTLE
Tel: Halt. (0434) 320363

M. Clark & Partners are able to offer
professional advice on all Property,

Estate and Farming matters.

r
A. C. Agent
The Farmers Favourite Finance Offices throughout Northumberland and in Cumbria

ffi'*3
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ruednle
UNCIL

Celebrating 100 years of District Councils
wish

T)uedale

TYNEDALE RFC
every success on the occasion of

their'Centenary Sevens'

Councillor Austin Rubery,
Chairman of Tynedale Council

Hexham House, HEXHAM NE46 BNH
Telephone:0434 604011
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CLTVE'S SUCCESS WAS DUE
IN I,ARGE PAR,T TO THE TENACIOUS WAY

HE KEPT HIS EYE ON THE BALL
We follow the same principle with our investments. So, if you're lookrng

to help your money grow, just ring us on our free Moneyline: 0800 282 101.

It could be just the break you need.

UN1T TRUSTS O PEPS . PENS]ONS . SCHOOL FEES PIANS O BANKNG SERVICES

SAVE & PROSPER GROUP LTD IS A. MEMBER Of IMRO AND IAUTRO

o SAVE &
PROSPER
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Brian Tillev

-

brought up in Cheshire,
tsrian played rugby for his
school and club in
Macclesfield. He has
worked for the Hexham
Courant for twenty years
and ensures extensive and
colourfully described cov-
erage for Tynedale.

SWINGING THE LAMP
My possibly glittering career in the world of rugby was brought to
an end by a Sevens tournament.

It was the Oxford Sevens, back in 1967, when I was a member of
the King's School, Macclesfield septet doing battle with the cream
of school sides from around the land.

I'd been a little slow to take to rugby, as a result of an unfortunate
experience in my very first match, some years earlier, against a XV
from one ofthe less distinguished - some might say rough _ schools
in the area.

I received the ball, and was immediately enveloped in what I now
know to be a maul, as the home team demonstrated their anxiety to
prove what secondary modern types lacked in brain power, they
more than compensated for in venom.

Grimly, I managed to hang onto the ball - only to hear the dreaded
words : "Drop his kecks!"

Within seconds my shorts were round my ankles, and the ball
whisked from my grasp as I struggled to cover my dignity _ after
all, it was a mixed school - and the opposition trotted away to score
at the other end.

Thankfully, the damage to my psyche was only temporary, and eventually I became one of the less
able members of a useful squad, actually earning a county trial on on" o".urion.

The side bristled with county players, including one who went on to become England,s most capped
scrum half, the ebullient Steve Smith - or "Miff'as he was universally known.

We swept all before us for a number of years, culminating in the trip down to Oxfbrd for the sevens.

That's where it all went wrong. We lost in the first round, well beaten by a hulking side of Southern
Softies.

I was propping, and became distinctly disturbed when at every scrummage, my opposite number
insisted on rubbing his cheek against mine with such relish, beforl giggling tJ himself.

The answer became apparent a couple of days later, when I developed and itching, and then a scab on
my cheek - the swine had deliberately infected me with impetigo, a particularly unpleasant skin dis-
ease !

I never played again .....
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i ,'rrl,l rr('vcl'have happened at Tynedale, which for well over a century, has epitornisctl all tlr:rl's
r , ,1,,,rl tlrc sport of rugby football.

lrl, 111;pytreverhavehadafullinternational,butplayersfromtheareawerccxlcndinAthcslrirrt
r, I I 1 r'ross border rivalry before William Ellis's granddad was born.

r:,ltcs irl the l6th and lTth centuries on the football field between the men ol"l'yrrcrlllc:urtl
t ,l.rlt rcputedlyresultedinanumberof deaths,andthisseemstohavediscoulagcdlhcpl:rycrs.

, Irrti'tllle Football Club wasn't forrned until almost 100 years later, on Octobcr lltlr lli'7(,
L n rl was almostby accident.

,r,rlysl wasthear:rivalofaletter,addressedto"TheCaptain,HexhamFootball Club".'l'lrclx.sr
,,1 tlro infant Post Office were unable to lind anyone fitting that description on tlrc towrr :rrrrl

L:. l;rkc11 as an insult to the town's integrity.

'1'unncr and more spirited of our townsmen at once took this truth to hearl, and corrsirlt'r'r.tl rt

r, rrl lrul a flattering compliment to the pluck and physique of young Hexham," thc 'llt'xlr;rrrr
rt't rtrded.

,rll wus a meeting at the Queen's Hall, out of which came a lusty infant known as'l'yrrt'tl;rlt

,ti

I l, rll ('ltrb

ir, lrrlr"s I'it'st game was on December 30th, 1876, in "Mr Cook's field" where the flowcr show w:rs
r, r,l rl rlrc top of the Skinnerbum".

I 
,, ,rrcllls were Elswick - who changed their name to Northem a year or so latcl' anrl irr :r v, r y

r ;rrrtl well contested game, Tynedale came out on top by a goal and two tries to nil.

r). Iynedale was one of the six founder members of the Northumberland Rugby Urriorr. rrlorrl,
,r' 'l,tlltutnbetland, Tynemouth, Northern, Gosforth and Percy Park, and the following yc;rr', tlrt.y

, ,l tlrc I'irst Nofihumberland Challenge Cup competition.

L rr ,, :tcltccl the final in 1883, and the clamour to see the clash with Tynemouth was such thrrl :r s;x.
rLl r,.rrr llud to laid on to carry supporters from Hexham to Newcastle - first'football s;"rcr:irrl' ;rrry
I rr rn lllc North East.

,, ,lrlt'lostthatday,andagainthefollowingyear,thistimetoNorthern,andthedual liilrrlcw:rss,r
, r lr'lt lhiit by 1886, the club was on the verge of extinction.

I ,rl,r r:;ltip had dwindled to such an extent that the secretary was instructed to canccl lll lixlrrrt's, lrrrt
,rr1, ,rl e trthusiasts decided to give it another whirl, recruiting players from the North'l'yrrc V;rlk.y

I I lirrc Iist expanded rapidly, and Tynedale players were soon packing down against lhc likcs ol
rr, llurlram, Gosforth, Redewater, Tynemouth and Carlisle - some of which fixtulcrs conlirrrrr'

t,



A fixture was aranged against a very strong Hawick side - and although Tynedale lost, it was only by
one try to nil, and they were very much back.

The season which had started under such a dark cloud ended in triumph, when Tynedale lifted the
Northumberland Senior Cup for the first time, defeating old rivals Nofihem by a goal and a try to a
try.

It was the first time the club had shunned their original dark blue with a woven red band colours in
favour of the now lamiliar blue and white hoops, and the 5,000 strong crowd was treated to "one of
the finest exhibitions of modern football which has ever been seen in the North of Englancl".

The team returned to Hexham in triumph, with the Mechanics Band greeting them at the railway sta-
tion to the strains of "See the conquering hero comes" and the procession through the town was so
densely packed that the team could hardly get into the White Hart Hotel for the celebrations.

The crowd remained outside for two hours, and only dispersed after the singing of the National
Anthem at 1lpm.

Despite the euphoria of the cup win, the memory of the struggle at the start of the season was still
fresh in the minds of the club, so later that year, another meeting was held at the White Hart, at which
it was agreed to amalgamate all the various rugby clubs in Hexham into one united club.

So, Hexham Wanderers, Hexham Rovers, Hexham Excelsior and the Heart of All England clubs were
all swallowed up to make Tynedale even stronger - and all for a sub of a shilling (5p) per year !

After the peak of the cup triumph, there was only one way Tynedale could go, and that was down, and
the 19th century ended with something of a whimper - although it was reported that after a semlfinal
defeat at the hands of Percy Park, "the crowd threatened to tfuow the referee over the bridge into the
Tyne".

He was also pelted with clay, and had to have the protection of a superintendent and four policemen
as he left the ground, but it was also alleged that the official had struck "a half deaf and blind old fel-
low of 60" as he left the field, and during the game, had also punched one of the Tynedale players
twice in the face!

The opposition was Rockcliff and the referee was William Cail, later President of the R.F.U., and thir-
ty years treasurer of the R.F.U. and a British Lions team manager to South Afiica.

By the club's silverjubilee season of 1901, things had come to such a low ebb that the first team was
disbanded, and only second XV fixtures were being played.
They won the second XV cup in 1904, and perhaps more importantly, after playing on the Sele,
Halliwell Dene, Tyne Mills. and the Brewery Field at Bridge End, began renting the ground at Dene
Park which was to be their home for the next 70 years.

By 1906, the club was on the up again, lifting the senior cup again against Percy Park - and this time,
jubilant supporters hitched themselves atop the team's brake, and hauled it up Hallstile Bank into the
Market Place!

They won it again in l9l t, again defeating Percy Park, and they defeated Percy Park again in 1914,
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r l r,, llcadful bloodletting of the First World War put sport into perspccti vr'

| . r, r|rlc club lost 49 past and present players in thc war, including flve mcrnbcrs ol lltc t tt;r ,,r,nt

.rrrr. brrl club members amassed a haul of 35 medals fbr gallantry.

l,rlr l;;111 l lot of rebuilding to do after the war. and in the golden jubilee yeat ol 192(r, lltr'rkt t

,r', t;rkcn to buy the Dene Park ground, at a cost of f 1,550 - or ls 9 r/.d per squarc yitlrl.

,r1r v,,in was merely a foretaste of the glory days of the I930s, when Tynedalc wort lltt'r'tt1r lot

.rrs in succession, inspired by the legendary K.W.D. Hodgson.

't jrr lirral against Gosfofih was a classic, fbr after trailing by 18-9 midway through lhc: sctontl
I vrruclalc fought back brilliantly to pull ofT a magnificent 23-21 vtctory.

rlrr' glories of the 1930s, Tynedale again tasted despair, when the war clouds galhcrctl ovrr
,1 ;rpirin, and another 27 players gave their lives fbr their country.

, r. lllc war had only been over fbr three years when the Senior Cup was back at l)cttc l';rtlr
to rr l5- 13 victory over old rivals Norlhern.

,r grcal win, but there followcd a long, bleak period in the first XVs fortuncs orr llrt'lit'ltl. llrr'
i rri,l)lry succcsscs in the whole club overthe next 20 years being the Northuntbcrlarttl .llrtti.r ('rtI

,r, .l Angus Hunler's third XV in .1956, 
and the Nofihumberland Junior Shicld wirr h.y lulrv,rrrl

,,rr r. lirurth XV in 1965. Howevcr not withstanding thc lack of results thcy wcrc vcry su(((':;:;lnl
, \,('rrs. which laid the foundation fbr the further development of the Club.

ri rlrt licld, though, great things happened during the 1970s, with the purchasc ol lltc'l'yrrtirrl,
,r, rltuml Socicty's 35-acre showfleld at Corbridge, leading to the opening ol a t1.54,0()() slrru

, , , r rrl'lry conrplex at Tynedale Park in the club's centenary year of 1976.

r .,r,;r lxrldrnove,andwhilerugbywasbeingdominatedatfirstteamlevel byRogcr-tllllcy'ssrrlx'rlr
, ,. , l, ,r llr tcarn for the next decade , 'Iynedale was pursuing a youth policy which was to bcltt li lr )r ri )u:;

r,,rrr rrr tlrr 191305.

r l, rr'loplncnt of a colts team undcr John Clark, and an enonlously succcssful rlini-r-uglry sr't lrol

, ,,,rL riirriLrs seemedto inspire Tynedale, fbrthe fbllowing year, the SeniorCup oncc agaitt tclttlltt'rl
,. rl,, ,lrrh.byvirtueof afamous5-3winoverholdersNorthern,sparkingoff moresccttcsol n'vr'lty

', rtr \4tulir-rt Place.

t,. trr;t ol lhequarletcameinl933,withalT-0victoryoverOldNovos,anditwasthcsatttcl)iritirrl'
,, l(tJ.:l linal. Tynedale centre Jack Heppell actually rode in the Braes of Derwenl poiltl lo lxrtttl

, rlr, r Lrv ol the final and Tynedale were held to a 3-3 draw, before winning the replay 9-(r.

, ,rlr, r r wclc their victirns in 1935, Tynedale winning by two penalties. a drop goal and lry lo rtil



saw Tynedale flourish again, with a host of home-grown talent coming through, just as the Courage
League system came inlo operation.

The new Tynedale came good in the 1987 season, when the club had an epic run in the John player
Cup, defeating top class sides in London Scottish and Vale of Lune, before scaring the life out of First
Division Coventry in a 7-6 defeat.

There were also wins against all the top Scottish first division sides, and it ali carne to a head in 19gg,
at the old County Ground at Gosfoth, when Tynedale won the Senior Cup for the first time in 40
years, and the I lth time overall, with a superb 13-6 victory over mighty Gosfoth.

Tynedale were unquestionably the top dogs in North East Rugby, but beating Gosforth again in rhe
semi final the following year, only to lose to Nor-thern in a replayed final.

Having lost to Gosfofih 6-3 in the 1991 final, they beat the Green and Whites comprehensively in the
1992 semi final, and then beat Novos 15-3 to lift the cup for the l2th time.

And who could forget last year's epic final, when Newcastle Gosfoith, newly prornoted to Division
One, were held to 6-6 draw, and the two clubs decided to share the cup ?

But despite these cup glories, and fufther epic runs in the Pilkington Cup, Tynedale has not had the
success it deserves in the Courage League.

Tynedale regularly defeat clubs from higher divisions, and frequently stal't the season as favourites to
go up, but at the time of writing, promotion from Courage League North Division One has proved as
elusive as the Holy Grail.

But rest assured, Tynedalc will keep on trying ...

Todays News - Rugby News - Any News

STEPHEN SISTERSON
. NEWSAGENT-

19a Hencotes, Hexham. Tel: 602699

Wishing all players, guests and supporters
a most enjoyable and historic day at Tinedale
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NORTHUMBRIA
PRIME

Vegetables, Frozen F ood,

Tobacco, Wines E Spirits,
Beers €t Soft Drinks,
Kitchen Supplies €t

Emergency Office Supplies

Snnitorial Products €s Guest Toiletries

BRIDGE END INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
HEXHAM, NORTHUMBERLAND

NE46 4DQ
Tel: 0434 601106
Fax: A434 649566
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Choose Potterton Myson, and make warm and l.rappy homes.

A leading name in home heating for over 30 years, potterton

Myson make it all from boilers to radiators, from gas lires to

towel rails and fan convectors. They're all designed for ease

of installation and servicing. Ask about potterton Myson now.

POTTERTON'ilYlON
POTTERTON MYSON Ltd: Eastern Avenue, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NEI I opcTelephone: 091 491 4466. Facsimil;: 0Sf tgiiSOS.
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5PORTSWORLD
(NE) LTD.
3Z AAorket Street

Alnwick
Northumberlond

iel (0665) 604s36

IHE RUGBY SHIRT
SPECIALISTS

Suppliers of strips to
Tynedole RFC

{.rr free quototions on
strips pleose phone
Controct Dept. on
0665 5r0392

(10

to

it

l/3 Beaumont Street Hexham
(oppocitc thc Abbcy)

Tel: (0434) 602617
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BORDER
PRIME

Wholesale,

Catering Proaisions,
Croceries, Meat, Bread,
Vegetables, Frozen F ood,

Tobacco, Wines €t Spirits,
Beers A Soft Drinks,
Kitchen Supplies E

Emergency Office Supplies
Sanitorial Products & Guest Toiletries

PINNACLE HILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
KELSO

Tel: 0573 226666
Fax: 0573 226633

E
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(ID lfimberlyclark
Makers of

@

TISSUES

Wishes et)ery success to the

TAruedale Centenary

Se uerl-a- side competition
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COMPLIMENTARY MINIATURE
Take this programme to either of the two kiosks within the complex. You will be presented with a complimentary

minrature of Bell's Extra Special and a free prize draw ticket giving you the chance to go up in the Bell's Balloon.
Simply show this page so that it can be stamped and you will be able to enjoy the true spirit and genuine character of Bell's.

The kiosks will be open between 12 noon and 5.00pm on the day ofthe'Sevens'only.
This offer applies to those over 18 years of age. Proof of age may be required. One miniature per programme.
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