
So, as this newsletter will show, there is no task too big for our volunteers!  As men-
tioned in the previous newsletter, the funding for the BEACON Project has now come to 
an end and the project is being run entirely through volunteer effort until more funding is 
found.  That’s not stopped us and this is an update on some of what’s been going on.  
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ADVICE 
The BEACON project is still able to provide advice on identification, control 
and monitoring of invasive non-native species for landowners, home owners 
and concerned community groups. In situations where BEACON is unable to 
assist, we can sign post you to further information and advice.  The GB Non-
Native Species Secretariat website is a mine of information and has identifi-
cation guides, management advice and a gallery of invasive species: 
www.nonnativespecies.org  To request advice please contact BEACON using 
the details overleaf or via the contact page on our website. 

TACKLING JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
Japanese knotweed on the banks of the River Bollin from Bridge Green in 
Prestbury up to Mottram Hall Hotel has been treated annually for the past 
four years by Cheshire East Rangers.  The Rangers agreed to undertake control 
work in this area in exchange for BEACON funding their accredited spray train-
ing qualifications.  This kind of partnership working is brilliant as the knotweed 
here has been significantly reduced.  The knotweed has been treated again 
this year using a stem injection technique, which has been found to be the 
most successful method of control, and the area will be monitored next spring 
to identify any re-growth ready for next summers’ treatment.   

SURVEYS AND MONITORING 
The River Bollin at Hale has been surveyed to see how effective control work 
over the past three years has been.  The area surveyed was a 5km stretch of 
river well known for its forests of invasive plants. Most notable was a crop of 
Giant Japanese Knotweed along the riverbank which covered over 100m2 in 
2013.  This is now a small bunch of dead stems and a few small live shoots that 
will be treated this year. The fence line for Hale Waste Water Treatment Works 
and field margins were hugely affected by Giant Hogweed and Japanese Knot-
weed.  The plant populations here have not been entirely eradicated, but huge-
ly reduced in number thanks to landowners, National Trust Dunham Massey 
Ranger, Volunteers and Hale Golf Club all carrying out control work here.  

LIST OF INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES OF EU CONCERN PUBLISHED 
On 14 July the European Commission published ‘Commission Implementing Regula-
tion 2016/1141’, which implements the first list of Invasive Alien Species of Union 
Concern, comprising 37 species (23 animals and 14 plants). The list will come into 
force on 3rd August 2016. The UK has produced its own FAQs for UK stakeholders 
which can be found at    http://www.nonnativespecies.org/news/index.cfm?id=222  
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BALSAM BASHING 
J une and July is always BEACON’s busiest time of year as much of these months are spent balsam 
bashing, and this summer has been no exception.  There have been balsam bashes at Macclesfield, 
Prestbury, Woodford, Styal, Wilmslow, Hale, Dunham and Bowdon by Friends of Groups, volunteers, 
schools, scouts, guides and our partner organisations.  Balsam bashing is an easy way to control inva-
sive Himalayan balsam; just pull up the whole plant including the roots by hand and pile up pulled 
balsam somewhere it can dehydrate and die.  This is one of the most effective and easy ways to con-
trol invasive species, all ages and abilities can get involved.  For upcoming balsam bashes please see 
the events page on the BEACON website: www.beacon-bollin.org.uk/events  

HEALTHY RIVERS TRUST 
As the funding for the BEACON Project came to an end it was important that a plan was 
made for BEACON’s future, and a few options presented themselves. Of these options, 
the BEACON Steering Group agreed that Healthy Rivers Trust should become the new 
hosts for the BEACON project.  Healthy Rivers Trust is a charity working in partnership 
with all those interested in improving local waterways, and it is the Rivers Trust for the 
River Mersey and its catchment.  BEACON will maintain its current identity but will 
benefit hugely from becoming part of the Rivers Trust movement and by working more 
closely with the long-established Healthy Rivers Trust.   
It is also important to say a huge thank you so much to the National Trust at Quarry 
Bank who have provided a great deal of support and backing for this project; BEACON 
would not have been able to achieve what we have done so far without such fantastic 
hosts. 

GET INVOLVED 
The BEACON project will continue with volunteers running the project, hosting events, 

raising awareness, providing advice and carrying out control work.  If you would like 
to get involved please contact us on the details below. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
BEACON 

Norcliffe Farm Barns, Styal Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 4HZ 
Tel: 07825 115 303 

Email: beacon-bollin@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 

www.beacon-bollin.org.uk 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BollinNonNatives 

Hosted by the National Trust at Quarry Bank. Registered Charity: 205846  
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