
Club President 
 
CHRIS GEORGE 
 
Welcomes 

ST. BENEDICTS 

Fixtures and Results 2017 - 18  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Cotton Traders  

Championship 

 Hawks  

Halbro 4 East  
 

September 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

CARLISLE 
Altrincham Kersal 
WATERLOO 
DOUGLAS (IOM) 
St. Benedicts 

W 
W 
W 
W 
L 

 WIRRAL 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 
Preston GH 3 
ROSSENDALE 

W 
HWO 
W 
W 
W 

 Broughton Park 
TRAFFORD MV 
Glossop 
Manchester 
DUKINFIELD 

D 
AWO 
HWO 
W 
W 

October 7 
14 
21 
28 

STOCKPORT 
 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 

L 
 
L 
W 

 Macclesfield 3 
Macclesfield 2 
 
LYMM 

W 
W 
 
L 

 Stockport 
 
HEATON MOOR 
Ashton on Mersey 

W 
 
W 

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

Warrington 
NORTHWICH 
 
Burnage 

L 
W 
 
W 

 Stockport 
VALE OF LUNE 
Rochdale 
PRESTON GH 3 

W 
L 
L 
W 

 
L 

NORTH MANCHESTER 
Altrincham Kersal 
 
BURNAGE 

W 
W 
 
HWO 

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

BLACKBURN 
Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
 

W 
P 
P 

 Rossendale 
Macclesfield 3 

L 
P 

 Hope Valley 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Trafford MV 

W 
P 

January 6 
13 
20 
27 

Waterloo 
Douglas (IOM) 
ST. BENEDICTS 
Stockport 

L 
L 

 Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 
VALE OF LUNE 

L 
W 

 GLOSSOP 
MANCHESTER 
Dukinfield 
STOCKPORT 

L 
W 

February 3 
10 
17 
24 

VALE OF LUNE 
 
Rochdale 

  Rochdale 
 
Preston GH 3 
 

  Heaton Moor 
 
ASHTON ON MERSEY 

 

March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

WARRINGTON 
Northwich 
 
BURNAGE 

  Rossendale 
MACCLESFIELD 
 

  North Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
Burnage 

 

April 7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Blackburn 
MANCHESTER 
Carlisle 

  Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 

  HOPE VALLEY 
Littleborough 
BROUGHTON PARK 

 

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : League C 

September 3 
10  
17 
24 

Macclesfield 
WIDNES 
Blackburn 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

W 
D 
W 
HWO 

 February 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
Crewe & Nantwich 
FYLDE 
Makos 

 

October  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
Fylde 
BOLTON 

 
HWO 
W 

 March 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
WIDNES 

 

November 5 
12 
19 
26 

Widnes 
 
BLACKBURN 
Winnington Park 

 
 
W 
 

 April 8 
15 
22 
29 

  

December 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

 
January 7 

14 
21 
28 

CREWE & NANTWICH 
Fylde 
MAKOS 
 
 
 
 
Blackburn 
WINNINGTON PARK 

W 
W 
W 
 
 
 
 
W 

    

A warm welcome to Wilmslow RUFC to everyone today for our only home match in January!!  It’s also the 
first home game for the Wolves for seven weeks, since they scrambled a one point win against Blackburn. 
 
Today’s opponents are St Benedicts who have travelled from Whitehaven to play us today. St Benedicts were 
founded in 1974 when a junior priest, Father Jim Allen arrived to the Parish of St Benedicts and started a 
Rugby Union club in what is still a hotbed of Amateur and Professional rugby league.  
 
Whilst St Benedicts were runners up in last seasons Cumbria cup final, they are sitting at the bottom of 
North One West league with only one victory this season. Sadly, that victory was against us and we look to 
avenge that defeat today. 
 
Last week we made the journey to Douglas Isle of Man to narrowly lose 22-20 after being the better team 
for most of the game scoring 4 tries to their 3!  The game is now history so no point in getting into a post-
mortem about it - I’m sure our coach Jonah will have been working with the lads on things during the week 
and we look forward to a better performance today. 
 
With the flight arriving at 9:30am and the return flight being 4:30pm we had a 12:30 kick off which was 
unusual for us but something Douglas have to experience most weeks. Sadly we had to leave the club at 3:00 
pm to get our return flight, which meant we missed most of their fantastic hospitality. Next season the 
consensus is that we should look at staying over and enjoying the post match activities, team building etc. 
The travel logistics meant that I didn’t get the chance to buy a few jugs for the lads - when we got back to 
Wilmslow there were only 4 players helping me to spend my drinking vouchers! I understand that Alex 
Taylor has updated the “Fine Book” following various misdemeanours and the appropriate “punishments” 
will be announced after the match today. One player held up the whole entourage upon landing at the Isle of 
Man as his wallet had fallen out of his kit bag into the aircraft hold. Fortunately, the baggage handlers found 
it and we were on our way - that may be an expensive fine Seb, I hope you have your wallet this week and 
that it’s full!! 
 
Elsewhere, the Vikings got back to winning ways at Stockport and the Hawks dished out a good hiding to 
Manchester 3rds.  But the honours have to go to the Colts who last week beat Blackburn 29-39 at 
Ramsgreave Drive and are now the only team with a 100% record in Conference League C with two games 
in hand against the leaders MAKOS.  Could they be on course to win this league, I wonder? 
 
Today we have another first in that we have our First Ladies Prosecco Lunch and its a sell out!! My idea 
behind this lunch is that Mum’s, wives and girlfriends are as much a part of our club as the players and today 
is an opportunity for the ladies to enjoy themselves.  
 
A big thank you to Lucy and Care of the Skin, our sponsor for the Ladies Lunch today and I understand that 
Lucy will be saying a few words at the lunch about her business. We hope that you all have a great day and 
that this event is the first of many. 
 
Big thanks to the ladies who have organised the event today especially Sue Muckle and the age group Social 
Champions who have promoted the event. Thank you for the huge effort you have put in to bring this event 
together and make it a success.” 

Following the 
conclusion of 

the Preliminary 

League season 
during which 

each team plays 

each other once, 
the organising 

seeding 

committee will 

select the 

conference 

leagues. 
 

The Colts also 

have a League 
Cup competition 

and the Cheshire 

Colts Cup to 

compete in. 



The Artisan League N1W Forecasts  
The week before last 6th January, all the top 4 got the same score so there was little change at the top. However, congratulations to Nob and 
Jonty who got all their predictions correct.  Well done last week to Beer Keeper and Flying Scotsman, who also both got "full  houses." 
Blackburn, Rochdale and of course Douglas caused some hiccups. The result is, there are now half the players within 20 points of the 
top.   This week most people expect wins for Vale of Lune, Burnage, Carlisle, Waterloo, Warrington and of course Wilmslow. The one game that 
has caused the greatest division, is the game between Blackburn and Northwich with a 50/50 split. If the results are A ( then either Blackburn or 
Northwich) H H H A H, there may be some high scores. 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

Saturday 
13th 
January 
2018 
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Bar Steward A H A A H H H 19 326   A A H H A A H 

Basher A H A A H H H 19 279   A A A H A H H 

Beer Keeper H H H A H H A 33 273   A A A H H A A 

Braveheart A H A A H H H 19 323   A H H H H A H 

Chicken Sarney A H H A A H H 19 290   A A H A A A H 

Dick D & Mutley H H H A H H H 25 332   A H A H H A H 

Draichgoch H H A A H H H 22 334   A A H H H A H 

Fiery Basher A H A A H H H 19 329   A A H H H A H 

Flying Scot H H H A H H A 33 313   A H H H H A H 

H H H A A H H H 22 338   A H H H H H H 

Jonty H H H A H H H 25 324   A A H A H A H 

Kiwi A H A A H H H 19 302   A A H H A A H 

Millie 29 A H A A H H H 19 325   A H H H H H H 

Nob H H A A H H H 22 332   A H H H H A H 

Pilgrims A H A A H H H 19 301   A A H H H A H 

Red Gauntlet A H A A H H H 19 343   A A H H H A H 

Romulus & R H H A A H H H 22 334   A H A H H A H 

Shakey A H A A H H H 19 307   A A H H H A H 

Super Ted H H A A A H H 19 319   A H H H H A H 

Uncle Fester H H H A H H H 25 300   A H H H A A H 

Results 22-20 22-8 37-28 0-26 16-15 52-10 10-23            



NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2017- 2018 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wolves Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Vice Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Adam Taher 
Vikings Team Manager 
 
Hawks Captain 
 
Hawks Team Manager 
 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2017-18 
 

Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Artisan Meat Co :  Barrington Sports :  Barry Fisher : 

Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants : Bryn Lewis 

Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  
Loves Young Dream : M2 Recruitment :   

Maxwells of Wilmslow : Mike Clifford 
Modac Global : Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth :  

On Point Developments : Peter Turner 
P J Design : Printerland  

RHS Property Services : Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  
Stig : Terra Nova School : The Vets’ Place :  
The Wilmslow Half Marathon: Tim Holloway 

Wilmslow Preparatory School : TSG Properties  
TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass  
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

 

Flooring and Carpeting : Furniture 
Student Accommodation : Refurbishment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andy Vassell wishes the Wolves and all Wilmslow 

RUFC teams a successful 2017/18 season.  
 

Proud to  
sponsor  
Ben Day  

for the Wolves  
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concept FF & E Ltd., Unit 2, Adelaide St 
Macclesfield, SK10 2QS 

Tel : 01625 432608, M : 07710 574449 



Nick Jones  

Photography 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a couple of quick and simple but tasty recipes for dealing with 
either lamb chops or lamb noisettes. 
 
LAMB CHOPS WITH GARLIC AND RED WINE AND PARSLEY 
GRAVY 
For four people: 4 lamb chops, 2 cloves of chopped and peeled garlic, salt 
and black pepper, 2tbsp cooking oil, 1 glass of red wine, ½ mug lamb stock 
(use a lamb stock cube iluted with boiling water), chopped parsley. 
 
Smear the chops with the crushed garlic.  You could use garlic puree using a 
pastry brush.  Season with black pepper.  Heat the oil and fry the chops on 
either side to taste.  Remove the chops, drain off any excess fat and pour in 
the red wine, the lamb stock and any left over garlic.  Simmer and reduce by 
½.  Add the parsley and then serve the gravy with the chops. 
 
LAMB NOISETTES AND CELERY WITH RED PEPPER SAUCE 
For four people: Up to 2lb of lamb noisettes, 1 head of celery, 4tbsp cooking 
oil, 2 sliced red peppers, 2 cloves of chopped and peeled garlic, 1 glass of red 
wine, ½ mug of lamb stock, seasoning. 
 
Start with making the sauce.  Heat 1tbsp of oil and fry the peppers and garlic 
until softened.  Add the stock and red wine, reduce the liquid by ½, and 
season to taste.  If you want, whizz it smooth with a stick blender. 
 
Next, cook the celery.  Cut into 3in. Lengths.  Fry until brown and then set 
aside. 
 
Finish by frying the noisettes.  You could use lamb neck fillet cut into cubes.  
Cook until brown on the outside and pink in the centre. 
 
To serve, reheat the sauce and then make a puddle of it on each plate.  Lay 
the noisettes onto the sauce puddle and tumble the celery over them. 
 
A bottle of Rioja always goes well with lamb.  You could also try one or 
other of some lesser known Spanish red wine.  Bierzo made from the 
Mencia grape or a southern Spanish variety made from Monasterell. 
 
But Southern Rhones from France or Barolo or Barbaresco both from 
Piedmont won’t disappoint you. 

Act as a 
positive role 
model to  all 
players. 
 
Abide by the 
RFU’s Child 
Protection 
Guidance in 
relation to 
verbal and 
emotional 
abuse.  
Remember that 
children play 
primarily for 
their own 
enjoyment not 
that of 
spectators. 
 
Acknowledge 
good play, 
effort and 
performance 
irrespective of 
team or player.  
Shout ‘for’ 
players not ‘at’ 
them.  Never 
ridicule a 
player. 
 
Respect match 
officials’ 
decisions even 
if they appear 
to have made a 
mistake.  
Remember they 
are volunteers 
too. 
 
Never verbally 
abuse players, 
coaches, match 
officials or 
fellow 
spectators.  
Such abuse 
can create a 
negative 
environment for 
players, which 
their behaviour 
will often 
reflect. 

 

Explicitly calling 
the opposition 
team’s touch 

judge a b 

cheat  
because you 
disagree with 

him over where 
the ball went 
into touch, 

whether or not 

it was in touch 
at all or  

who the throw 
has been 

awarded too is 
forbidden. 

 
Abuse of 
Match Officials 
 
Code of 
Conduct 
regulations 
state that a 
person shall not 
abuse, threaten 
or intimidate a 
referee, touch 
judge or other 
match official, 
whether or not 
on the field of 
play.  Crude or 
abusive 
language or 
gestures 
towards officials 
is not permitted. 
 
Abuse is 
defined as 
individual 
perception of 
personal 
degradation, be 
it mental, or 
physical before, 
during and after 
a game and 
includes verbal 
or physical 
assault, 
intimidating 
conduct and/or 
racial and 
sexual 
harassment. 
 
Abusive 
behaviour 
affects the 
reputation of 
the club and will 
not be 
tolerated.   

Saturday 6th. January 2018                                                     North 1 West 
Firwood Waterloo 25 – 19 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow could have no complaints at the outcome of this one.  After more than four weeks of no rugby because of 
waterlogged or frozen pitches and the Christmas/New Year break, it would hardly be surprising if they had been a bit ring 
rusty but much the same would also have applied to their hosts.  In the event, they were outplayed by a Firwood 
Waterloo side who dominated possession of the ball and field territory throughout.  There’s was the steadier scrum ut 
and when Wolves hooker Tommy Wilkinson had to leave the field early on, they fed off the Wolves inaccurate lineout 
throwing.  The home side too retained the ball well, forcing the Wolves to live of scraps of turnover ball and some pure 
opportunism from scrum half Sean Street.   
 

Somehow, it was all summed up in the last few minutes.  The Wolves had managed to restrict the home side to just three 
tries, when it could easily have been a whole lot more, and then forced themselves into an attacking position which would 
either have reduced the deficit to just a single point or given them a one point win if they’d been able to make anything of 
it.  They’d been awarded a penalty under the Waterloo posts and quite sensibly opted for a scrum, except that they got 
shunted backwards at a rate of knots and then got penalised for being offside when they attempted to tidy up the mess.   
To add to their discomfort Waterloo were down to fourteen players at that point.  And that was it.  The home side banged 
the ball into touch around halfway and not long later, the referee blew for no side.  Consequently it was a losing bonus 
point for the Wolves instead of a bonus point win.  By such narrow margins………. 
 

Waterloo were in the box seat from the outset.  Bob MacCallum’s early clearing kick from the kick off was well fielded by 
Jacob Allen on the Waterloo left wing and an opening salvo eventually produced a penalty for a 3-0 lead.  They were off 
again from the restart.  A fine break down the left looked as though it had to produce a score but the Wolves escaped 
with a drop out.  This time there was no let off and after several phases Waterloo’s right wing Luke Nelson, broke through 
for the score.  At this stage the Wolves had barely touched the ball. 

 

From the restart though, they 
did get possession and some 
patient play got them up to the 
Waterloo line, where Alex Taylor 
dummied a pass before barging 
over from the breakdown.  On 
the half hour, second row Tom 
Bull broke through the defence 
and passed to the supporting 
MacCallum, who was fouled in 
the act of scoring.  A penalty try 
was awarded and the Wolves 
briefly led 12-10.   
 

The pattern of the game was 
now well established with 
Waterloo dominating 
possession and it was no 
surprise when they landed a 

second penalty just as half time approached.  
They were on the attack again when they were 
driven back by some aggressive defensive 
tackling and got themselves penalised from 
which the ever aware scrum half Street took a 
quick one and raced away from half way for a 
score out of nothing.  When they did manage to 
get the ball, the Wolves did look as though they 
had the firepower in the back five of their pack 
and at half back to cause problems but it’s 
difficult to do that without a fair share of first 
phase possession. 
 

Half time arrived with everything still to play for 
but it wasn’t the Wolves day.  They saw virtually 

nothing of the ball until the dying moments and on the balance of play did well to keep Waterloo down to just two tries, 
one from right winger Nelson and the other from a forwards pile up on the Wilmslow line.  Several other Waterloo scoring 
opportunities were butchered by some heroic tackling from Rick Hughes and the final pass going astray.  Only some 
opportunistic play by Street from interceptions and getting to the loose ball first created a handful of unlikely possibilities.   
 

If the Wolves are to make any impression in the second half of this season, they’re going to have to be far more 

authoritative at both the scrum and lineout.  Without a regular supply of decent first phase possession, it becomes a very 

difficult game to play.   



ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2017 - 18 

       

Jordan Ayrey 12 2    10 

Nick Barker 3      

Sam Beckett 1      

Elliot Brierley 7 2    10 

Tom Bull 10 4    20 

Kevin Burge-Jones 1      

James Burgess 1      

James Coulthurst  12 5    25 

Sam Cutts 2      

Ben Day 8 2    10 

Alex Donaldson 8 1    5 

Jonny Evans 3      

Charlie Gardiner 9      

Ethan Harding 13 3    15 

Adam Hewitt 15 1    5 

Richard Hughes 8 2    10 

Charlie Levings 7      

Rhodri Lewis 3      

Caleb Loomans 5      

Connor Loomans 4      

Bob MacCallum 14   9 26 79 

Will Maslen 4 2    10 

Jack Masters 5 1    5 

Conor McMurdock 3 1   5 15 

Matt Pearson 1      

Seb Pemberton 7 1    5 

Elliott Rowe 5 1    5 

Toby Rowe 7      

Matt Shufflebottom 6      

Ed Stobart 1      

Sean Street 12 7    35 

Adam Taher 4 2    10 

Alex Taylor 15 12    60 

Fergus Taylor 1      

Robert Taylor 15 1    5 

Josh Whiteley 8 2    10 

Jack Walmsley 2      

Tommy Wilkinson 3      

George Witham 2 1    5 

Ollie Wilkinson 8      

Max Wortley 11      
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2017/18 

Gold Rolex Sold for £9000 for 
Wilmslow Estate Two Gold Phillipe Patek Watches 

Sold for £8000 for Wilmslow Est. 
 
This season’s Garner or Ghana Cup, 

whichever you prefer, has been arranged 
by David Barker at Prestbury Golf Club  

 
It’ll be in the same format as the last one 
with very much the same cost. The menu 

will also be the same -  gammon, egg, 
peas and chips  

 
And finally, the date for this very popular 

event will be 3rd. May 2018. 
 

Please let David know if you wish to 
participate. 

 
pottiebarker@hotmail.com 



 

 

 
.   
Three weeks into January and it’s now clearly Vale of Lune’s league to win with Northwich beginning to pull away from 
the rest in second place.  Nobody should be too surprised to see Waterloo in third place, only how long it has taken 
them to get there.  The next six are all cheek by jowl but Wilmslow now find themselves in their lowest position for 
several years.   
 
Stockport 16 - 15 Altrincham Kersal 
Much of this game was played between the two 22s, with only one try for Stockport to two for AK.  For most of the 
second half it was the visitors, who played with greater intensity and better continuity but Stockport held out against the 
pressure and during the last 10 minutes, when they were down to 14 men kicked for territory to keep AK in their own 
half. The final score of 16-15 was a true reflection of how close the game was but it also could have been a different 
story if the AK kicker had been as successful as Stockport’s Liam McGovern.  Simon Greenwas Stockport’s man of the 
match with an outstanding performance at the line out and a huge contribution in the loose play. 
 
Stockport dominated the first 20 minutes during which the AK No 13 was yellow carded but could only manage a  
McGovern penalty. When AK eventually got into the Stockport half they created the opportunity for their 13 to go in 
under the posts for a 3-7 scoreline. Stockport replied immediately with a 2nd. McGovern penalty. 
 
AK started the half well with good support, pace and passing, scoring a try after only 5 minutes of the half, there was 
no conversion but the visitors were up at 6-12. McGovern added a penalty 3 minutes later to close the gap. AK 
continued to play well, with urgency and pace getting them over the gain line time after time. The pressure of defending 
eventually resulted in Stockport conceding a penalty, which the AK scrum half converted to take the visitors clear at 9-
15. Stockport then had a very good period, after a good attack down the left wing by Rhodri Mayor and Ben Turner. 
Jordan Pearson was held just short of the line. The ball was moved quickly to the right and after wing James Keane 
was stopped short Tom Eaton was on hand to dot the ball down over the line, McGovern added the conversion to take 
the home side ahead at 16-15. With only 12 minutes to go James Shaw was yellow carded for a marginally high tackle 
and Stockport had to withstand some real pressure before good tactical kicking and a penalty opportunity allowed them 
to finish ahead and stay at 5th in the table. 

 
Vale of Lune 52 - 10 Carlisle 

‘Vale of Lune put behind them a rather staccato performance at Manchester, by their 
own high standards of this season that is, by producing a first half against Carlisle that 
was creative, sublime, balletic and athletic, passionate and played at pace. Some of the 
passing and kicking reached the highest levels of artistic interpretation with a beauty all 
of its own. True, the Vale have racked up higher totals this season but the first forty 
minutes was an ethereal experience.’ so writes a much enthused Stuart Vernon.  They 
scored eight tries, one each for all their leading suspects. 
 
 

WHAT THEY SAID AT WATERLOO 
Having completed 2017 with two consecutive wins away at Blackburn and home to Manchester, Firwood Waterloo 
began 2018 in eigth place in North One West.  The Christmas break had certainly not diminished the appetite as they 
made it three in a row seeing of the challenge of Wilmslow 25-19 at Blundellsands and now move into sixth spot. 
 
"It was a win and we will take that for what it is but there were more points out there that we could have and perhaps 
should have taken," stated head coach Stuart Turner after the game. "We created enough chances to close the game 
down and at times we did play some good rugby but if we are to succeed as A side we need to be able to do that for 
the full eighty minutes.  However to be fair, to compare where we where at the beginning of the season to where we are 
now we have improved and what we must do now is to make sure that continues through to the end of the season and 
beyond,"  
 
Firwood Waterloo were first on the score sheet with a penalty from Tom Booth, unfortunately the outside half had to 
leave the field after just ten minutes which forced a re-organisation of the back line with scrum half Mick Dwyer taking 
over at stand off.  It had little detrimental effect as Firwood Waterloo increased their lead with a try from Luke Nelson on 
the back of a break by Jack Weir, Dwyer who had taken over kicking duties slotting the conversion.  Unfortunately 
Wilmslow came back with a try and a penalty try to take the lead before Dwyer restored his side's fortunes with a 
penalty but a third try and conversion by the visitors afforded the Cheshire side a 13-19 advantage at the interval. 
 
The second half however belonged to the home side. Pressure from the pack and with Lawrence Jenkins standing off, 
the lock powered his way over for Firwood Waterloo's second try, Dwyers conversion good for a one point lead. 
With Firwood Waterloo now in control some forceful pick and go play created the opportunity for flanker Tommy 
Higham to cross for what proved to be the winner. 

http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/liam-mcgovern-1975147
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/simon-green-5635
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/rhodri-mayor-1975148
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/ben-turner-503879
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/jordan-pearson-320240
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/tom-eaton-33140
http://www.stockportrugby.co.uk/teams/1235/player/james-shaw-3569


Cotton Traders Championship  

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Lymm 2 13 12 0 1 524 181 343 49 0 

Vale of Lune 2 13 10 0 2 547 168 379 46 0 

Wirral 2 14 9 0 5 445 307 138 41 0 

Wilmslow 2 14 8 0 5 404 234 170 37 0 

Rossendale 2 13 7 0 5 240 312 -72 33 0 

Rochdale 2 13 4 0 9 256 379 -123 25 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3 15 2 1 11 150 596 -446 25 0 

Stockport 2 12 3 0 9 221 359 -138 21 0 

Macclesfield 3 13 2 1 10 216 467 -251 20 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Littleborough 3 13 11 0 2 435 230 205 46 0 

Ashton on Mersey 1 14 8 0 5 325 242 83 41 0 

Glossop 3 12 7 0 3 301 166 135 37 0 

Heaton Moor 2 13 7 0 5 395 301 94 37 0 

Wilmslow 3 13 7 1 2 433 109 324 36 0 

Stockport 3 13 7 1 5 338 262 76 35 0 

Dukinfield 2 13 4 1 5 226 303 -77 31 0 

Burnage 3 13 5 1 5 243 204 39 27 0 

Altrincham Kersal 3 14 4 1 8 202 506 -304 26 0 

Trafford Metrovick 3 13 3 0 9 240 421 -181 25 0 

Hope Valley RFC 1 11 4 0 7 349 371 -22 23 0 

Manchester 3 13 3 0 9 175 430 -255 21 0 

Broughton Park 4 11 2 1 7 210 327 -117 17 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts 

Makos  7 4 1 2 171 150 21 16 

Wilmslow  5 5 0 0 200 73 127 15 

Winnington Park  6 4 0 2 127 144 -17 14 

Fylde  7 3 0 4 128 138 -10 13 

Widnes 4 3 0 1 119 85 34 10 

Crewe & Nantwich  5 0 1 4 69 147 -78 6 

Blackburn  6 0 0 6 107 184 -77 6 

Sale Sharks Leagues -  Division 4 East 

Senior Colts Conference League - C  

Sunday 17th. Decmber 
Colts 43 -  12 MAKOS 
 
Saturday 6th. January 
Lymm 26 -  13 Vikings 
Glossop 24 - 12 Hawks  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 13th. January 
Stockport 31 - 35 Vikings 
Hawks 65 - 10 Manchester 
 
Sunday 14th. January 
Blackburn 29 - 39 Colts 

Photos from Hawks v 

Manchester, 13 January 

Saturday 13th. January 2018                                                North 1 West 
Douglas 22 - 20 Wilmslow 
Saturday’s trip to the Isle of Man was a farce and no way to play an important rugby match, writes Barry Fisher. We had 
to be at the airport for 07.00, for a flight at 08.40. The flight back was at 16.30, so the kick-off had to be at 12.30 and 
there was just about time for a hurried meal before we had to get the coach to the airport. Douglas had the same 
problem when they played here and were handed burgers as they left for Manchester airport. There was no chance at 
either venue for a chat with the opposition. 
 
The RFU organised the flight tickets for nineteen people; a team, three substitutes and a coach.  I asked how much the 
tickets were, as a few of us wanted to go with the team, and the price was £138.00 per person. The flight was with 
FlyBe, so I looked up on their website and found that the cost per person was £82.00, so I rang the RFU organiser to 
ask why there was such a disparity.  He told me that they lump all the matches together (three I.O.M. teams and their 
opposition comes to 70 games/flights), and average the cost - 70 matches at £138.00 comes to nearly £10,000 to 
support Isle of Man rugby. 
 
However, we had a game to play. The weather forecast promised rain at 11.00 and it was correct. It started at 11.00 
and continued throughout the match. The ground was very wet (in the terrible winter of 2016, the river flooded and the 
pitch was four feet underwater) and unsuitable for Wilmslow’s running rugby. Toby Rowe having pulled a hamstring on 
Thursday night, Ollie Wilkinson came in and played at full back, otherwise the team was similar to the previous week. 
 
Within five minutes of the kick-off, Wilmslow had a scrum on the Douglas line, the pack pushed the home side 
backwards and Alex Taylor scored his eleventh try of the season. 5-0.  Despite playing against the wind, Wilmslow had 
70% of the possession and kept Douglas penned in their half, until a breakaway, following a Wilmslow knock-on, led to 
a kick ahead and chase. Eliot Rowe slid across to kick the ball into touch and accidentally tripped the Douglas centre. 
The referee awarded a penalty try and a yellow card for Eliot. 7-5. Even the home supporters conceded that it was a 
harsh decision. 
 
This gave Douglas some encouragement and they pressed on the Wilmslow line until the referee awarded them a 
penalty for holding-on and O’Shea made the score 10-5. The Douglas backs seemed to handle the conditions better 

than Wilmslow and, within 
ten minutes, broke through 
the defence and scored. 
The conversion was 
missed, leaving the score 
15-5 at half-time. 
 
By then, the Wilmslow 
pack had the better of the 
opposition and were 
keeping Douglas in their 
own half again. A line-out 
was caught by Seb 
Pemberton against the 
throw and Jack Masters 

was driven over the line to score. 15-10 and game on! 
 
Wilmslow were again pressing in the opposition 22metres when a 
Douglas hand knocked the ball on. The referee signalled, but 
immediately said “advantage over,” catching the Wilmslow forwards on 
the back foot. The ball ended up near the Wilmslow line and good 
pressure from the home forwards led to another try and conversion. 22-
10 
 

Wilmslow weren’t finished and again played most of the game in the 
Douglas 22, scoring two tries in quick succession. James Coulthurst 
dived through a gap in the defence and in the last five minutes, Alex 
Taylor scored his twelfth try of the season, following constant pick 
and drive from the pack. Considering that both Max Wortley and 
Adam Hewitt came off injured, the replacements did not let the side 
down. Sadly, Bob MacCallum failed to convert any of the tries. The 
last attempt in particular was well within Bob’s range and would 
have earned us a well deserved draw. As it was, we had to be 
satisfied with two bonus points.  
 
It is to be hoped that the injured players will be fit again for next 

Saturday’s revenge match against St. Benedicts. We need to climb up the table again. 



 

 

 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

 Boxing Day 2017 
Light Blues 40 – 22 Dark Blues 
No, not a rerun of the Oxford Cambridge varsity 
match which took place at Twickenham earlier in the 
month but Wilmslow’s now traditional Boxing Day 
game for players from 18 - 23 years of age.  The two 
invitation sides, Wilmslow Returning Students (Light 
Blues) and Wilmslow High School Old Boys (dark 
Blues) were both heavily drawn from Wilmslow High 
School.  The match could just as equally have been 
called Robert Taylor’s XV v Simon Green’s XV.  How 
many Returning Students were from schools other 
than Wilmslow High School were very few if any but 
all of them had played Junior Rugby at the club and 
many of them had played for the Wolves.  The 
Wilmslow High School Old Boys were more of a 
mixed bunch.  Many of them were or had been 
students but had arrived at the school as Sixth 
Formers and  already had allegiances with other 
local clubs such as Macclesfield, Manchester and 
Stockport. 
 
Nevertheless there was plenty of evidence on show 
amongst the forty odd players who turned up to play 
that the combination of Wilmslow High School and 
Wilmslow Rugby Club produces plenty of talented 
players.  One just had to look at the number of 
Wolves both past and present on the pitch in both 
sides, augmented by others such as Oscar Herskyj-
Douglas, of England Sevens fame, Simon Green of 
Stockport and others from local clubs.  It’s 
something of a double edged sword and a 
conundrum for Wilmslow Rugby Club that on the 
one hand the club and school produce so many 
good rugby players but because of universities and 
career moves so many of them do not play much or 
any senior rugby at the club and are only seen back 
where they grew up on festive occasions.   
 
That though is part of what so much of the game of 
rugby used to be about,  This was a renewal of old 
childhood friendships, a place in the side for 
returnees, like Harry Patch, Callum Westaway and 
others etc.., who are just back for a few days during 
the holiday period, and on these occasions good 
old fashioned invitation rugby.  In a year which 
could see the demise of the Anti-Assassins, it’s 
gratifying to see that there is still a desire for 
invitation rugby when it can be fitted in and the spell 
between Christmas and New Year during which the 
traditional club fixtures of old have largely died out 
is ideal for this kind of game.  As large a crowd of 
friends, family, supporters and club members as 
any seen in recent times at the club and over forty 
players wanting to participate is testament to that.  
 
As to the game, Mark Shotton’s account is posted 
on the web site.  It was played in an excellent spirit 
with both sides keen to win.  A word of thanks also 
to referee John Pemberton and his officials for 
turning out as well.   
 
Ms. Shotton, Noden and McCall, the elders, who 
conceived the idea of a Boxing Day reunion game 
have most certainly hit upon a format which works.  
Let’s hope that it will continue. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 

 



 

St .  Benedicts  R U F  C  

This will be our fifth meeting with St. Benedicts.  The record stands at two wins apiece. 
 
The first occasion was back in 2006, when they visited us for a play off game to decide which 
one of us would adorn the following season’s N2W league.  Of the Wilmslow side that day only 
Bob MacCallum is still a regular.  The other one who still turns out for the Wolves from time to 
time is Charlie Levings.  Dan Hargreaves, Alex McLennan and Steve Braddock are still seen 
around the club but the rest are long gone. 

 
Wilmslow won that game in front of a large crowd on a very decent late spring afternoon by 43 - 10, went up to N2W but 
only lasted a season before being ejected back into SLC1 once again.  They won it in 2007-08 and have played at this 
level ever since. 
 
St. Benedicts came up last season and have quickly become something of a bogey club for Wilmslow.  On both 
occasions that we’ve visited Whitehaven to play them we’ve returned wet and damp with our tail between the legs.  This 
season, we’re thus far the only side to have lost to them so Bob MacCallum and his men will be keen, I’m sure, to avoid 
an undistinguished double.   
 
Last season our game with them here lasted just 60 minutes in inpenetrable fog up on the Jim Evison field.  It was a 
game that really shouldn’t have been played because visibility was so bad but having made the journey down here, the 
St. Benedicts team gamely agreed to turn out, the referee did his best to adjudicate, the spectators saw virtually nothing 
apart from the occasional ghostly figure appearing and then disappearing in the foggy foggy dew  and when the hour 
was up and the game could be adjudged completed, the referee mercifully brought it to an end.  If it had been funny, it 
would have been called a farce.  Let’s hope that today we have a decent surface for the players and some daylight so 
everybody can see what’s going on.  Conditions like that may even produce a decent game of rugby. 
 
Last season  was generally much happier for our visitors.  When they came here last November it was on the back of a 
fifty/fifty win/loss record.  They were comfortably mid table with a couple of wins away from  home and three out of four 
at home, where only Northwich had won.  This season, it’s been a much tougher haul for them.  Last weekend they were 
beaten 26-0 at home by Waterloo and the week before they were thumped 54-0 by Altrincham Kersal at Stelfox.   
 
And now, here they are again back in Cheshire.  If their enthusiasm for long coach trips to get here is on the wane, it 
wouldn’t surprise me.  It’s a conundrum for all the clubs in West Cumbria.  After three or four seasons of trekking down 
the motorway every other week you could just get tired of it.  It’s not as though there’s much less travelling in the North 
Lancs and Cumbrian League which includes Trafford Metrovik, Bolton, Eccles and Oldham amongst its numbers.  
Heaven knows but it causes enough disruption here trying to take a full team up there and we only have to go there 
twice during a season.  Aspatria, Keswick and Wigton are all going well in this season’s NLC League and whatever this 

season’s outcome 
is, we can expect 
to see one of them 
back in this league 
next season. 
 
Anyway we 
welcome them to 
The Memorial 
Ground and hope 
they find some 
consolation in our 
hospitality off the 
pitch if not on it.  
But, who knows, 
Bob MacCallum’s 
Wilmslow is going 
through a sticky 
patch finding it hard 
to win matches and 
none of them now 
look a straight 
forward 
proposition.  
 
   

Sam Cutts about to score against Blackburn 

almost exactly one year ago 



 
 
  

THE 

BRITAUTUMN INISH & IRISH  

LIONS  
 

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Friday 8 September 
FALCONS 19.45pm 

 
Friday 15th. September 
LONDON IRISH  8.00pm 

 
Friday 29th. September 
CLOUCESTER 8.00pm 

 
Friday 27th. October 

CHIEFS  19.45pm 
 

Friday 24th. November 
SAINTS  8.00pm 

 
22/23/24 December 

BATH 
 

05/06/07 January 
QUINS 

 

 

AUTUMN INTERNATIONALS 

                            Barbarians at Twickenham 
                   4th. November     New Zealand 

England at Twickenham 
11th. November              Argentina                   
18th. November               Australia                      
25th. November                 Samoa                         

Scotland at Murrayfield 
11th. November                Samoa  
18th. November       New Zealand 
25th. November              Australia 

Ireland at The Aviva Stadium 
11th. November       South  Africa   
18th. November                       Fiji  
25th. November           Argentina  

Wales at The Millennium Stadium 
11th. November              Australia  
18th. November               Georgia  
25th. November       New Zealand 
 2nd. December          South Africa 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


League North 1 West 

2017-18 

League Fixtures & Results—2017/2018 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  8-34  23-5   12-27 0-20 54-0 22-22    9-36 

Blackburn   23-12 42-7    12-6 38-0  10-31 18-28 19-12  

Burnage 40-27     24-10 35-36 42-7  27-14  31-34  15-17 

Carlisle   39-19   27-28   64-0 13-26 18-41 29-27 P  

Douglas IOM 42-5 3-7 16-27 19-15  75-17 36-24     22-10 30-35 22-20 

Manchester 10-9 19-36     19-10 63-24  15-24 19-33   P 

Northwich  15-0 22-8 25-10 30-17    P  P 33-23 20-17  

Rochdale  13-19  20-29 21-36 37-28 17-33  37-14  P  19-26  

St. Benedicts 9-41  14-36 6-15 18-20 12-28     P 8-17 0-26 20-19 

Stockport 16-15 32-20  38-19 26-25  15-34 33-24 43-0    14-27  

Vale of Lune 60-12  58-17 52-10 24-31 66-12    53-17  87-20  41-17 

Warrington 38-3 10-23 19-0   32-0 11-13 P  31-15   21-10 29-17 

Firwood Waterloo 31-33  22-29  39-23 33-21   76-0  13-15   25-19 

Wilmslow  18-17  34-18 45-24  19-11 50-7  17-24   35-33  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Altrincham Kersal v 

Vale of Lune 

 

Blackburn v  

Northwich 

 

Burnage v  

Douglas(IOM) 

 

Carlisle v Rochdale 

 

Manchester v  

Warrington 

 

Waterloo v Stockport 

W
at

er
lo

o 
W

ilm
sl
ow

 

 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Vale of Lune 12 11 0 1 561 196 365 56 12 0 

Northwich 14 11 0 3 333 239 94 53 9 0 

Firwood Waterloo 15 8 0 7 425 298 127 47 15 0 

Blackburn 15 10 0 5 318 214 104 46 6 0 

Stockport 15 9 1 5 359 342 17 46 8 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 16 9 0 7 441 363 78 45 9 0 

Warrington 15 9 0 6 350 309 41 45 9 0 

Wilmslow 14 8 0 6 363 295 68 42 10 0 

Burnage 15 7 0 8 362 366 -4 39 11 0 

Carlisle 15 5 0 10 318 400 -82 27 7 0 

Altrincham Kersal 15 4 1 10 273 390 -117 23 5 0 

Manchester 14 5 0 9 297 442 -145 22 2 0 

Rochdale 13 3 0 10 252 385 -133 18 6 0 

St Benedicts 14 1 0 13 101 514 -413 5 1 0 

 

2017-18 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

 

Specialist in Domestic  
Extension and  

Design 
 
 

Paul Sheridon  

Tel. 07969 790075 
psherid@btconnect.com 

 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes 
the Wolves every  

success in 2017-18 

WRUFC is once again supporting Wooden Spoon, the children’s 
charity of rugby founded in 1983 to help improve the lives of disabled 
children locally. 
 
The Wooden Spoon Charity focuses on providing funding to 
organisations across the UK such as specialist schools, other 
charities and community projects that give support, treatment or 
respite care to children with disabling or life-limiting medical 
conditions or who are living in areas of severe social deprivation. 
 
Wooden Spoon has become one of the largest UK funders of respite 
and medical treatment centres, 
sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and 
community-based programmes.  So far grants exceeding £22 million 
to 600  projects have been made, helping over 1 million young people 
and children in need.. 
 
In October 2011, Wooden Spoon was awarded the IRB Spirit of 
Rugby Award and as such is the first and only charity to receive this 
accolade. 
 
Every single penny a regional volunteer group raises for Wooden 
Spoon stays in that community and funds causes and projects local to 
them.  The club will look to raise funds for Wooden Spoon over the 
course of this season.  

 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT : Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 



The Wolves have won just three of their last nine 
league games.  The matches against Northwich, 
Burnage and Blackburn were all nip and tuck 
affairs with the Wolves coming from behind to 
seize late victory.  Of the other six, four of them 
against St. Benedicts, Stockport, Waterloo and 
now Douglas have been by single score 
margins.  The loss at Warrington could easily 
have been the same and only at Vale of Lune 
were they comprehensively beaten. 
 
Nevertheless, the Wolves appear to have got 
stuck in a rut with more of the close ones now 
going against them than for them.  On the face 
of it, they may not this season be quite the force 
that they were last season or even the season 
before. 
 
It’s not difficult to see why.  The retirement, 
departure and loss through injury of so many of 
the stand out players in recent seasons is taking 
its toll.   
 
You never got anything but a full stint from Mike 
Black for a number of seasons before his 
departure for London.  The versatile Max Harvey 
made an impact wherever he played.  It took at 
least three seasons to work out his best position 
and nobody now chases at the restart like Max 
did, causing havoc at times with opposition 
receivers.  The effect of early retirement of the 
omnipresent second row Mike Clifford shouldn’t 
be underestimated.  And then at half back, the 
’Narky Jock’, as somebody described him, Andy 
Walker could be a real pest when the mood took 
him.  In the centre, nobody could match Ed 
Stobart’s pace and ability to break a defensive 
line.  We don’t see as much of Ben Day now as 
we used to. ’If you need a try,’ I once heard it 
said of him, ‘Ben Day will be the one who’ll get it 
for you.’  Now add Harry Patch and Lawrence 
James to the list and just consider how many 
tries are we now missing without them. 
 
On to our departed Kiwi friends.  Legin Hotham 
was arguably the most complete footballer the 
club had seen in years.  Wili Tuipolutu, what a 
force he was in the back row, fast, powerful and 
aggressive.  Tom Williams and Hone Karaka too 
stood out during their year with us.  And the 
Loomans, although not quite having the same 
impact, were decent enough players and useful 
to have around. 
 
I guess the point is that if you take this lot of 
exceptional talent out of a side in a relatively 
short time, it will take a bit of time to replace it.   
 
Fortunately, the signs of new young players 
breaking through are there and in time, they 
should develop to rival some of the foregoing.    

Following the events at 
Burnage and West Park 
St. Helens last season, 
the club have decided to 
have a lunch for the 
Ladies. Grateful thanks 
must go to Sue Muckle, 
in particular, Sue Toole 
and Nadine George for 
organising the event and 
for gathering so many 
people. Fran has 
prepared a special lunch 
and male guests are not 
invited. 
 
In the distant past, a Mrs. Monk used to make the team teas and 
my first memory of her was seeing her up to her armpit, stirring a 
large cauldron of hotpot. Fortunately, we moved on to a Ladies 
committee, who not only made the team teas, but also sold any 
leftovers to the home teams. They sold tea, bovril and coffee at 
half-time; organised fashion shows, ran a brilliant one day market 
and. at the end of season, handed over a good sum to the 
Treasurer. Sadly, as the ladies got older, they could not find 
younger ladies to take over, so we moved on to paid cooks. One of 
whom was Bob Russell, who did the most marvellous food, 
particularly for the squash team meals – visitors fought to be on the 
visiting teams. Bob was doing a lot of outside catering and 
eventually took over at the Kings Arms pub. He died several years 
ago and his widow, Helen, is now in charge. 
 
It is hard to believe, but our present “Mistress of the Kitchen”, Fran, 
has been looking after our meals for sixteen years. She must be 
getting fed-up with the regular menus on a Saturday lunch, but we 
like what she does and there are occasions when she can let her 
hair down and do something special. 
 
On a completely different tack, I was pleased to go to the Jim 
Evison pitches last Sunday morning, to watch the Under 9’s. I have 
to declare an interest, as the star tackler in our team was Jamie 
Ecroyd, son of ex-player Ben, who played fifteen games on the 1st 
XV in the early 2,000’s and who is my nephew. It is great to see 
the family continue playing for the club, as Ben’s father, Mike, was 
a winger and a great Eagles captain in the early 70’s. Mike had 
one moment of fame, when Norman Hodgkinson’s car broke down 

on the way to Old Birkonians. There were no substitutes in those 
days, so our captain, Gareth Jones, went into the 3rd XV changing 
room and asked Mike to play for the 1st. Little did Mike know, but 
he played against the current England winger at the time, Alan 
Martin. There was no problem, Martin never touched the ball and 
we won 47-3.  
 
It is grand to see so many old first team players helping to run the 
mini and junior squads. When the minis started in 1972, Barry Limb 
was the only ex-player to get involved. Others joined him who had 
not played for Wilmslow, but had boys of the right age. Chief 
among them was George Campbell, who died three weeks ago 
and whose funeral was yesterday, who became Chairman of the 
Club and in 1988/90 President.  



Saturday 20th. January 2018 
North 1 West  

Wilmslow v St. Benedicts   

15.  Elliott Rowe                      
 
14.  Sam Cutts 
13.     Richard Hughes 
12.     Jonny Kennedy 
11.  James Coulthurst 
 
10.   Bob MacCallum (capt.) 
9.   Sean Street 
 
1.   Jordan Ayrey  
2.   Alex Donaldson 
3.   Robert Taylor 
4.   Tom Bull 
5.        Charlie Gardiner 
6.        Seb Pemberton 
7.   Jack Masters 
8.   Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Danny Kennedy 
Toby Rowe 
Jack Walmsley                        

John & Sue Gardiner 
 
 
 
 
Curtaincraft 
 
Ian Stewart 
Norman Herring 
 
Nigel Day  
John & Sue Gardiner 
M2 Recruitment 
Barry Fisher  
Mike Clifford 
John Pemberton 
 
Iain Milne  
 
 
 
John & Sue Gardiner 
 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors St. Benedicts XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR 
SPONSORS 

 
The players and coaches would like to 

thank those organisations and individuals 
who have supported the cause of Wilmslow 
rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  

All the funds raised are directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

If you would like to support the team by 
becoming a sponsor, then please let either 

Mike Blackett or David Pike in on the secret.  
There are players still looking for personal 

sponsors this season. 
 

Jordan Ayrey - Nigel Day 
Nick Barker - David Barker 
Sam Beckett - Bryn Lewis 

Elliot Brierley -  Loves Young Dreams 
Tom Bull -  Barry Fisher 

James Coulthurst - Curtaincraft 

Charlie Gardiner - Mike Clifford  
Ben Day -  Concept Group 

Alex Donaldson - John and Sue Gardiner 
Jonny Evans -  John Folds 

Ethan Harding - Jonty Fallows 
Adam Hewitt -  Robin Gregory 

Rhodri Lewis - Martin Cicognani 
Connor Loomans - Terra Nova and Peter 

Turner 
Bob MacCallum - Ian Stewart 

Conor McMurdock - KNH Plumbing 
Seb Pemberton - John Pemberton 

Elliott Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 
Toby Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 

Matthew Shufflebottom - RHS Property 
Services  

Sean Street - Norman Herring 
  Alex Taylor - Iain Milne  

Robert Taylor -  M2 Recruitment 
Josh Whiteley - John Folds 

Ollie Wilkinson - Tim Holloway 

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15     Fergus Baird 
  
14.  Gavin Maudling 
13.  Kyle Hiddleston 
12.     Gavin Maudling 
11.     Glen McKitten 
     
10.     Ryan Fisher 
9.   Sam Rendall 
       
1.  Jamie Jardine 
2.  Marcus White 
3.  Gary Hiddleston 
4.       Lee Wood 
5.       James Finnegan 
6.       Gary Gibbons 
7.       Russell Burns 
8.       Stuart Wilson 
 
Subs 
Kristian Wood 
Craig Halligan 
Aiden Pirie TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

Ben Moore 

LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT  

RURS 

 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 27th. January 
Cotton Traders Championship 

VIKINGS V VALE OF LUNE 

Next week the Wolves are away at 
Stockport for a 2.15pm kick off. 

 
STOCKPORT RUFC, 
HEADLANDS ROAD, 

BRAMHALL, STOCKPORT 
SK7 3AN 

 
Probably best to avoid the A555 
due to road works so go through 

Woodford, then on into Bramhall. 
Straight on at the roundabout in 

Bramhall centre into Bramhall Lane 
South.  At the first roundabout, 

turn right into Bridge Lane.  
Headlands Road is second on the 

right. 


