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Fixtures and Results 2019 - 20  

 

 

Wolves  

North 1 West 

 

 Vikings 

Sale Sharks 

Division 2 South 

 

September  7 
14 
21 
28 

BURNAGE 
Stockport 
NORTHWICH 
Penrith 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Anselmians 
NORTHWICH 
Altrincham Kersal 
CREWE & NANTWICH 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Broughton Park 
WARRINGTON 
Douglas IOM 

  Lymm 
LIVERPOOL ST HELENS 
Holmes Chapel 

  

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

 
BOWDEN 
Vale of Lune 
WATERLOO 

  HELSBY 
Didsbury TOC H 
LIVERPOOL COLLEGIATE 
Manchester 

  

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

Birkenhead Park 
KESWICK 

  WIDNES 
Moore 

  

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

STOCKPORT 
Northwich 
PENRITH 
 

  Northwich 
AlLTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Crewe & Nantwich 

  

February 1 
8 

15 
29 

Altrincham kersal 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Warrington 
DOUGLAS IOM 

  LYMM 
Liverpool St Helens 
HOLMES CHAPEL 
Helsby 

  

March 7 
14 
21 
28 

Bowden 
VALE OF LUNE 
Waterloo 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

  DIDSBURY TOC H 
Liverpool Collegiate 
MANCHESTER 
Widnes 

  

April 4 
11 
18 
25 

Keswick 
Burnage 

   
 
MOORE 
ANSELMIANS 

  

Halbro Senior U18 Colts : Senior League CC 

September 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Sefton 

W 
W 
W 

 February 2 
9 

16 
23 

Southport 
CALDY 

 

October 6 
13  
20 
27 

ALDWINIANS 
Whitchurch 
 

  March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

November 3 
10 
17 
24 

 
 
SOUTHPORT 
Littleborough 

  April  5 
12 
19 
26 

  

December 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
January 5 

12 
19 
26 

 
SEFTON 
 
Aldwinians 
 
 
 
 
WHITCHURCH 

     

 

Welcome to Wilmslow Rugby Club for our local derby with our friends from down the road,  Altrincham Kersal. AK 
have already taken two good scalps this season, winning away at Vale of Lune and at home against Birkenhead Park. 
They have also lost narrowly to Burnage away and Northwich at home so we should be in for a close fought game 
today. 
 
Last week we had our top of the table clash against Penrith away, one of the few longer trips this season. Sadly, we 
had a depleted side due to players being away for various reasons and we came up against a side unbeaten like 
ourselves but at home and at full strength. The Wolves put up a great battle on the artificial pitch but ended up losing 
32-27. We all look forward to the home game and a full-strength team but as Ist team Manager Mike Blackett said, 
“we are happy with the two losing bonus points which keep us in a clear second position in the league”.  
 
The Vikings have also been flying high at the top of North West Halbro Division 2 and last week played Crewe & 
Nantwich 2nd XV at home and despite the bad weather ran in 36-0 winners to continue to dominate their league. This 
week we are away at Lymm so would hope to extend our lead at the top of the table. 
 
The first outing of the season for the Vets was last Friday against Rochdale in the rain and with 7 debutants and even 
a 20-minute warm-up the lads still had enough in the tank to shade a close victory 32-29. A big thanks to all the hard 
work Jason Sankey put in to organise the game – another match is planned in 6 weeks’ time to give the lads time to 
recover. 
 
I am proud to report English Lambs international, Gus Fiennes, presented one of his England caps, beautifully 
framed by the RFU to the club. We are about to rearrange some of the pictures and memorabilia in the bar area so 
that we can hang this fantastic piece for all to see. Many thanks Gus and good luck in starting University!! 
 
Last week I was also proud to be presented The Whistlers Trophy by our very own John Harris on behalf of the 
Manchester District Referees Society. The Whistlers Trophy is presented every year to the best club that supports the 
society and provides a welcoming environment for officials. This is the second time we have won the Whistlers 
Trophy, although the last time was many years ago. Thank you to everyone at the Club for respecting and looking 
after our match officials – without them we would have no rugby so please keep up the good work!! 
 
The great vibe that is around the club at the moment has just got better as our main club sponsors, Neubria have 
confirmed a package for the next 3 years. A big thank you to Jonny Kennedy, Managing Director at Neubria, for you 
and your team’s continued support.  
 
Neubria promote the importance of maintaining a healthy mind and body. They recognise that the pace of modern 
society takes its toll on our sleep quality and energy levels and with this in mind have created a range of cutting-edge 
supplements to address the key areas of personal health including cognitive performance, energy levels and sleep 
quality. 
 
We at Wilmslow Rugby Club are proud to be associated with Neubria and we will be promoting the Neubria product 
range alongside our Club Sponsor. 
 
Turning to some very sad news, I was extremely saddened to hear of the death of past President Jonty Fallows. Jonty 
was stalwart of Wilmslow Rugby Club with a great sense of humour and verve for life. Jonty was a legend at the club 
and will be sadly missed by us all.  He will be particularly remembered not only here but at many clubs for his sartorial 
elegance in ‘pink’.  There will be a minute’s silence before the game today in memory of our great friend. 

The Cheshire Colts Cup for 
U18s gets underway on 10th. 

November when Wilmslow 
play Chester. 

Only eight sides appear to 
have entered this year’s 

competition. 





 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
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Wilmslow 
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David Pike 
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Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
NORTH 1 WEST  
www.rfu.com 
www.rfunorth.com 
 
HALBRO NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES 
www.nowirul.org.uk 
Wolves Captain 

Club Captain 
Ben Day 
Wolves Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Vice Captain 
Ethan Harding 
Head Coach 
Cris Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Mark Jennings 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Jez Sumner 
Vikings Coaches 
Steve Braddock 
Al McLennan 
Mark Bartlem 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2019-20 
 

Barry Fisher : Beauchamp Charles : Brooks Ltd : Bryn 
Lewis : Byrom : Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Nigel Day : Chris George : 
Curtaincraft : CVSL : David Barker : Drew Donaldson : 

Edge Fencing : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  
gas-elec : Grant McKechnie : Gusto Alderley Edge  

Hallams Property Consultants :  
Edge Fencing : Iain Milne  : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  

KNH Plumbing : Loose Headz.co.uk: Martin Cicnognani :  
M2 Recruitment : Mike Blackett : Neubria  

Nick Jones Photography : Norman Herring  
Nick Fiennes : O’Neills : On Point Developments  

Performance Acoustics : Peter Turner : Printerland  
RHS Property Services : Run Creative : S C & P Jones 
Shoosmiths : The Cheshire Butcher : T15 Consultancy  

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Waters : Wilmslow Preparatory School  

TSG Properties : TWP Wealth : Wheatsheaf Press : 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass : Wizard Tea Room 

 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



We missed each other last season with both clubs taking time out from North 1 West for a year.  
We all know what happened to Wilmslow.  Perversely though AK had been relegated to the 
inaugural Lancashire and Cheshire League in which they ran out comfortable winners from their 
near neighbours at Bowdon.  Quite how they managed to get themselves relegated in 17/18 is 
something of a mystery.  When they came here in February that season, they looked anything 
but relegation candidates, nor for that matter did Wilmslow look like a side about to go up a level.  
 
A much improved Altrincham Kersal always had the look of a difficult test for the Wolves that 
afternoon.  AK had started the afternoon lying in the league’s relegation zone but since the turn 

of the year, they had won three out of five and the team they 
brought to the Memorial Ground bore little resemblance to 
the one that the Wolves had despatched the previous 
September or even the one due to play in the postponed 
December fixture.   
 
In Dave Coleman at No. 9, they had a player at the top of his 
game, sniping around the fringes and varying his tactics with 
some well placed kicks.  Callum Yates at No. 10 barely put a 
foot wrong and in Matt Geiger, the former Oxford Blue, they 
had a third playmaker in midfield.  With the experienced 
John Geddis recalled in the front row to marshal their pack, 
they had sufficient players to control the game and 
eventually ran out comfortable winners.  The AK pack was 
able to retain possession for far longer than their Wilmslow 
opponents.  Even when they were at one stage reduced to 

thirteen players, their pack’s well executed picking and driving on a narrow front was tactically the right thing to do. 
 
In comparison, the Wolves were just poor on the day, particularly in the second half when they found themselves chasing 
the game.  They constantly lost possession at both the breakdown and in the backs, where there was a lack of patience.  
Their attacking play also lacked any fluency.  When width was needed it was too narrow and the converse was also true.  
Consequently, AK controlled the ball for far longer periods.  It didn’t help, of course, that the Wolves were missing at least 
half a dozen backs, who in the circumstances may have made the difference.  On the field, the side just seemed to lack 
‘savvy’, together with anyone who could effectively lead and steer them through the difficult patches.  You couldn’t fault 
them for any lack of effort or commitment but  it seemed that the only way they were likely to score was through their 
forwards from close in catch and drive positions.  Both their two tries from No. 8 Alex Taylor, came from this source.  
Elsewhere prop Jordan Ayrey stood out in the tight and around the field, scrum half Sean Street and full back Elliot Rowe 
also had some good moments with penetrative running.  But that was about it. 
 

It was 5-7 at half time but just after the interval, the rub of the green went the 
way of AK.  The Wolves had made ground in midfield, then got turned over and 
Coleman’s long kick became a foot race which referee Brown judged was won 
by AK’s right winger.  It may have been but equally it may not have been and Mr. 
Brown being some thirty metres behind was in no position to see.  At this level of 
the game, there is no TMO so he backed his judgement to award the try, which 
Coleman converted from the touchline.  The laws of the game state that the 
referee is the sole judge of fact, so no argument, it was a try, however 
unpalatable to Wilmslow supporters.  
 
There was still plenty of time on the clock but despite a plethora of penalties in 
their favour and two Yellow Cards for AK, the Wolves weren’t able to make 
anything of it.  Indeed, they hardly got their hands on the ball at all as the 
thirteen AK players picked and drove their way down the field, slowly and 
patiently, where eventually they got a scrum from which Coleman nipped over 
again.  With less than ten minutes to go, the Wolves hit back with a second try 
from a lineout but then frantically trying to get out of their own territory, they 
conceded a penalty chance to Coleman, who gratefully accepted it and that was 
that. 

 
This season, AK started with two wins, away at Vale of Lune and at home 
against Birkenhead Park but were then edged out at Burnage and last week 
were surprisingly beaten at home by Northwich.  The opening games of the 
season tend to indicate that there’s not much to choose between many of the 
sides in this league, so we should expect a competitive encounter which could 
go either way. 

Altrincham Kersal RFC 

24 Feb 18 
9 Sep 17 
10 Dec 16 
10 Sep 16 
6 Feb 16 
19 Sep 15 
14/15 
1 Mar 14 
2 Nov 13 
13 Apr 13 
6 Dec 12 
11/12 
2 Apr 11 
16 Oct 10 

Wilmslow             12—22 Altrincham Kersal  
Altrincham Kersal  9 - 36 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow             31 - 18 Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal 20 - 21 Wilmslow 
Altrincham Kersal 20 - 37 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow              31 - 12 Altrincham Kersal 
No matches 
Altrincham Kersal   7 - 58 Wilmslow  
Wilmslow              41 - 13 Altrincham Kersal 
Wilmslow              13 -  3  Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal 19 - 15 Wilmslow 
No matches 
Wilmslow               17 - 39 Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal  33 - 32 Wilmslow 

Alex Taylor goes for the line 

against Kersal on 24th. 

February 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 



 
 
 

Division 2 South 2019-20 

Saturday 21st. September 
Sale Sharks Division 2 South 
Altrincham Kersal Cougars 
17—36 Vikings 
 
Sunday 22nd. September 

Colts Senior League C 
Sefton 15—19 Wilmslow 
 
Saturday 28th. September 
Sale Sharks Division 2 South 
Vikings 36-0 Crewe & 
Nantwich 

 

Altrincham Kersal Cougars 17-36 
Vikings 
A much changed Vikings team 
went to unbeaten AK Cougars with 
Andy Rimmer at scrum half, the 
return of Eliot Rowe from cricket to 
No. 10 and Jack Walmsley to the 
front row.  Most of the changes 
were enforced through injuries and 
non availability, writes mark Taff 
Bartlam... 
 
Wilmslow started well enough, 
taking the kick-off cleanly! and 
managing the early possession 
well.  Up front, it was an arm 
wrestle in which the longer the game 
progressed the more the Vikings 
got the upper hand. in the early 
stages, it was an arm wrestle up 
front in  
which The Vikings gained the upper 
hand as the game progressed. 
 
Their opening score came from a 
flowing backs move ultimately 
finished off with a quantum leap 
from S. Beckett.  A second try 
followed from, a pushover.  An AK 
knock on deep in their own territory 
led to captain Sumner touching 
down. AK hit back through their backs with a converted try but this only seemed to rouse the Vikings with Nicholson, Masters, 
Hughes and O’Rourke all standing out..  Parker, Walmsley and your correspondent were enjoying their afternoon at the coal face as 
they plundered a second pushover try before half time. 
 
The second half started with good tempo from both teams playing an expansive game.  A try soon came from scrum half Rimmer to 
extend the Vikings lead. AK came back but a Vikings interception by Graham led to a breakout from Rowe and quick passing to 
Graham and Nicholson put masters in for the score.  
 
AK then got back into it with two scores of their own until .captain Sumner demanded more from his troops and respond they did.  
Back came sensible 1 out rugby, ball retention and an elimination of penalties against. Gardiner, fresh from a summer stateside, 
tried to outdo Rowe from the second row but his 80 metre break was halted by the covering AK winger. Once again hooker Graham 
was among the first wave of support, possession was preserved and after 3 or 4 close phases centre O’Rourke glided through a 
gap to score under the posts. Rowe converted to finish the scoring for the afternoon, The Vikings triumphant 36 to 17. 
 
Vikings 36 - 0 Crewe & Nantwich 
On a day of biblical rain, there was just enough of a let up for the game to be mainly played under dry skies. As this was a league 
and cup double header there was more than usual on the line.  Conditions would be best described as testing; damp underfoot and 
breezy meant Wilmslow’s normal expansive game plan had to be altered to a more ‘up the jumper’ attitude. 
 
Wilmslow started well as has been the case so far all year. Ball retention was good and phases were completed. Crewe and 
Nantwich were combative up front and kept The Vikings honest for a fair while. However patience paid off and a clever switch of 
direction from scrum half Barker found an overlap where the silky hands of tight-head Bartlem sent 2nd row Gardiner over in the 
corner for the 1st points of the afternoon. 
 
Soon after, C & N lost a prop and having been ravaged by their 1st team and having no recognised front row subs, went 
uncontested. 
 
Mark ‘Taff’ Bartlam’s full report can be read on the club web site. 

Senior Colts Conference League - C 2019 -20 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts 

Wilmslow  2 2 0 0 65 24 41 0 10 

Whitchurch  2 2 0 0 64 24 40 0 10 

Southport  1 1 0 0 43 7 36 0 5 

Sefton  2 0 1 1 51 58 -7 1 5 

Aldwinians 1 0 1 0 27 27 0 0 3 

Caldy  2 0 0 2 26 67 -41 1 3 

Littleborough  2 0 0 2 5 74 -69 0 2 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Wilmslow Vikings 4 4 0 0 170 22 148 0 20  

Didsbury Toc H 2nd XV 4 3 0 1 157 57 100 0 16  

Altrincham Kersal Cougars  4 3 0 1 125 86 39 0 16  

Liverpool St Helens 2nd XV 4 3 0 1 78 53 25 0 16  

Moore 4 3 0 1 124 105 19 0 16  

Holmes Chapel 4 2 0 2 102 97 5 1 13  

Widnes 2nd XV 4 2 0 2 142 96 46 0 12  

Liverpool Collegiate 2nd XV 4 2 0 2 82 73 9 0 12  

Crewe & Nantwich 2nd XV 4 2 0 2 72 90 -18 0 12  

Manchester 2nd XV 4 1 0 3 125 151 -26 1 9  

Anselmians 2nd XV 4 1 0 3 99 133 -34 0 8  

Helsby 4 1 0 3 45 92 -47 1 8  

Northwich 2nd XV 4 1 0 3 46 176 -130 0 8  

Lymm Eagles 4 0 0 4 91 227 -136 0   

https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Wilmslow%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Whitchurch%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Southport%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Sefton%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Aldwinians%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Caldy%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Littleborough%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020


 

 

Is North 1 West the same standard as it was 
We always knew that the standard of rugby at Level 5 would 
be a step up from level 6 but I don’t think any of us really 
appreciated how big that step would be..  The first games of 
this season back at Level 6 have just emphasised, I believe, 
how much that is.  Even the league leaders, Penrith, whom we 
visited last week didn’t look to me to be equipped for the 
Northern Premier League. 
 
The Wolves have had a fair amount of defending to do in their 
opening games but because their opponents haven’t 
possessed the all round skills and especially any real pace, the 
Wolves have in the main been able to defend their lines, when 
last season they were regularly conceding seven or eight tries 
and fifty points a game.. Indeed the biggest threats this season 
have come from the referees’ whistles for offences mainly at 
the breakdown.  At the higher level, the sheer pace of some of 
the opposition players was just tearing the Wolves defence to 
shreds but that’s not happening this season, despite it being 
much the same group of Wilmslow players as last season.  
The arrival, of course, of Mark Jennings has had a huge 
impact as has also the return of Seb Pemberton. 
 
One wonders though whether the standard of North 1 West 
rugby is just as tough as it was not so long ago.  Take the 
twenty or so clubs, like LSH, Aldwinians, Widnes, West Park 
and others, out of the RFU leagues and something will have 
had to give.  Many of these clubs were doughty Wilmslow 
opponents until quite recently and the RFU leagues are 
diminished without them.  The RFU pyramid in the North West 
now ends at level 9 with only eight clubs playing in Cheshire 
and Lancashire Division 2.  
 

Northern Premier League 
Our neighbours Macclesfield are now third in the table after 
beating Kirkby Lonsdale by 39-3.  Ahead of them are 
Billingham, still unbeaten, and Blaydon, with Harrogate just 
one point behind in fourth.  Blackburn are the season’s 
surprise package, also with three wins from four. Carlisle have 
two wins.  At the bottom, Ilkley and Wirral are both winless, 
whilst Lymm, Morpeth, Kirkby Lonsdale and Alnwick all have 
just one win each.  I’m not privy to what has been happening 
to player squads in this league but given the strength of Ilkley 
and Wirral last season, I’m a little surprised to see them where 
they are. 

Astro Turf Pitches 
Time was not so long ago that all weather astro turf pitches 
were just an occasional novelty.  There are at least two now in  
our league at  Burnage and Penrith.  The one at Penrith 
certainly looked the part, more so than Burnage’s, possibly 
because it’s not enclosed in an oversized metal cage, 
resembling a prison camp.  Last season, there was Billingham, 
there was also one at Blaydon, although I’m not sure how 
much it’s used for 1st. XV matches if at all.  Nevertheless, I 
guess there will be more to come in the future. 
 
Artificial pitches are also used by some clubs in the highest 
levels of the game. 
 
I haven’t heard much from our players on what they think of 
playing on an artificial pitch but I didn’t notice any visible 
discomfort last week at Penrith.  From the touchline, it looked a 
very good playing surface.  
 
Fortunately, we’re blessed with very good drainage here so 
excess water normally drains away quite quickly into the Bollin.  
Bryn Lewis and Maurice Minns have regularly produced 
pitches over the years with an excellent playing surface but 
even they can’t do much about frost, which  is another matter.  
It’s a rare season when we don’t lose a couple of games 
through a frozen pitch. 
 
With such a good natural grass pitch here, how would any 
proposal for an artificial pitch be received here, I wonder! 
 
  



 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19th. October 3.00pm 

GLOUCESTER 
 

8th. November 7.45pm 
WASPS 

 
21st. January 3.00pm 

NORTHAMPTON SAINTS 
 

3 January 7.45pm 
HARLEQUINS 

 
22nd. February 3.00pm 

LEICESTER TIGERS 
 

7th. March 3.00pm 
LONDON IRISH 

 
28th. March 3.00pm 

EXETER CHIEFS 
 

18th. April 3.00pm 
BRISTOL SHOGUNS 

 
9th. May 3.00pm 

SARACENS 
 

16th. May 3.00pm 
BATH 

 
5th. June 3.00pm 

WORCESTER WARRIORS 
 

RUGBY WORLD CUP 2019 

 
3rd. November        England v South Africa                Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Italy                               Chicago 
                               Wales v Scotland                          Principality Stadium 
 
10th. November      England v New Zealand               Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Argentina                       Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v Fiji                                Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Australia                          Principality Stadium 
 
17th. November      England v Japan                           Twickenham   
                               Ireland v New Zealand                  Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v South Africa                 Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Tonga                              Principality Stadium 
 
24th. November     Scotland v Argentina                     Murrayfield 
                              Wales v South Africa                     Prinpality Stadium 

The late much lamented Jonty 

Fallows was the inspiration for 

this column.  He used to ask me, 

an ageing bachelor, what I would be eating and drinking 

after the match and then salivated with approval when I told 

him.  You should put it in the programme, he told me.  I had no idea, of course, whether anybody 

would read it but when I had adverse comment from members when t5he column was missing and a 

past president’s wife took me to task for my take on Spaghetti Bolognese, I realised it must have its 

adherents.  When I get in this evening, I shall pull the cork on a bottle of Cremant, which Martin Hill 

kindly brought to me from his mountain home in the French Pyrenees and raise a glass to Jonty.  I’m 

sure if he’s looking down on us from that other place, he’ll allow himself a chuckle.  

 

It’s got a bit cooler in the last fortnight so the food in this column is making a seasonal shift towards 

an autumn style. 

 

CELERIAC AND APPLE SOUP 

Apples and celeriac are at their best in autumn and this is a tasty slightly unusual soup. 

You’ll need 50g butter, 1 celeriac peeled and cubed, 1 onion chopped, 1/2 a chopped leek, a garlic 

clove crushed, 1ltr chicken stock ( stock made from a cube or concentrated liquid will do just fine), 1 

or 2 apples, depending on their size, cored and diced, fresh thyme, seasoning, olive oil, 2 rashers of 

streaky bacon and chopped parsley. 

 

In a large pot, sweat the onion, leek, garlic and celeriac in the butter until softened.  Add the apples, 

thyme and stock.  Simmer for 20 minutes until the celeriac, other vegetables and apples are soft.  

Season to taste then blitz the soup to a creamy texture in a blender. 

 

To serve, garnish the soup with sliced crispy streaky bacon, a drizzle of olive oil and scattering of 

chopped parsley. 

 

If you want to make it a bit richer, you can always stir in a spoonful of cream. 

 

NAVARIN OF LAMB 

Olive oil, stewing lamb cubed, flour, lamb or chicken stock (use a lamb or chicken stock cube), glass 

of red wine (optional) tomato paste, thyme, bay leaf, crushed garlic cloves, peeled baby onions, baby 

turnips, baby carrots, waxy potatoes, french beans, peas. 

 

Toss the lamb pieces in a freezer bag with seasoned flour.  When coated all over, brown the lamb in 

hot oil and then transfer to an oven and hob proof casserole dish.  Pour on the stock, with the tomato 

paste, herbs and garlic.  Bring to the boil, add the wine and then bake for an hour. 

 

Discard any excess fat from the casserole dish, add the root vegetables and simmer on the hob until 

they’re done.  Cook the beans and peas separately and add to the casserole just before serving. 

 

If the casserole needs thickening, just mix a spoonful of cornflour with 1/2  glass of water to a cream 

like consistency and stir it in.   

 

A southern French red wine made from Grenache, Syrah, Mourvedre or Carignan grapes will go down 

well with this.  There’s some really good stuff of this style made on the slopes of the Pyrenees, it’s not 

unduly expensive so have a word with Martin, who is fast becoming a connoisseur of Languedoc 

wines.  

 

.Sunday   22nd. September           England v Tonga             11.15am.     Sapporo 
                                                       Ireland v Scotland           08.45am  .   Yokohama 
 
Monday   23rd. September             Wales v Georgia             11.15am.    Toyota 
 
Thursday 26th.  September           England v USA                11.45am.     Kobe 
 
Saturday  28th.  September          Japan v Ireland                08.15am.     Shizuoka 
 
Sunday    29th.  September          Australia v Wales             08.45am.    Tokyo 
 
Monday    30th. September           Scotland v Samoa           11.15am.     Kobe 
 
Thursday 3rd.    October               Ireland v Russia               11.15am.     Kobe 
 
Saturday  5th.    October               England v Argentina         09.00am.    Tokyo 
 
Wednesday 9th. October              Scotland v Russia             08.15am.    Shizuoka 
                                                      Wales v Fiji                       10.45am.    Oita 
 
Saturday 12th.   October               England v France             09.15am.    Yokohama 
                                                      Ireland v Samoa               11.45am.     Fukuoka 
 
Saturday 13th. October                Japan v Scotland              11.45am.     Yokohama 
                                                     Wales v Uruguay               09.15am.     Kumomoto 
 

Japan is 8 hours ahead of the UK.  So 11.15am here is 19.16 in Japan.  The 
Japanese don’t do am and pm, everything is done using a 24 hour clock. 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


NORTH 1 WEST  

2019-20 

League Fixtures & Results - 2019/2020 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  31-17 19/10 28/3 11/1 14/12 29/2 9/11 17-25 23/11 14/3 18/4 8/2 1/2 

Birkenhead Park 4/1  18/1 9/11 4/4 14/3 5/10 8/2 35-20 29/2 19/10 23/11 50-7 7/12 

Bowdon 15/2 14-25  18/4 1/2 38-15 14/3 23/11 12/10 14/12 28/3 11/1 26/10 7/3 

Broughton Park 7/12 7/3 34-14  16/11 15/2 4/1 68-10 21/3 5/10 18/1 26/10 4/4 12/10 

Burnage 40-37 14/12 5/10 14/3  23/11 8/2 19/10 4/1 9/11 29/2 28/3 18/1 18/4 

Douglas 4/4 16/11 4/1 19/10 21/3  15-17 18/1 7/12 8/2 5/10 7/37/3 20-8 26/10 

Firwood Waterloo 26/10 1/2 16/11 61-15 12/10 11/1  28/3 15/2 18/4 14/12 20-14 7/3 21/3 

Keswick 7/3 5/10 21/3 11/1 15/2 0-36 7/12  26/10 10-39 18/4 1/2 16/11 4/4 

Northwich 18/1 18/4 8/2 23/11 24-20 28/3 19/10 29/2  14/3 9/11 14/12 5/10 11/1 

Penrith 21/3 26/10 4/4 1/2 7/3 12/10 43-22 4/1 16/11  31-29 15/2 7/12 32-27 

Stockport 16/11 15/2 7/12 34-12 26/10 1/2 4/4 69-3 7/3 11/1  12/10 21/3 22-29 

Vale of Lune 24-26 21/3 40-24 29/2 7/12 9/11 18/1 5/10 4/4 19/10 8/2  28-18 16/11 

Warrington 12/10 11/1 29/2 14/12 12-52 18/4 9/11 14/3 1/2 28/3 23/11 14/9  15/2 

Wilmslow 5/10 28/3 9/11 8/2 36-32 29/2 23/11 14/12 35-14 18/1 4/1 14/3 19/10  

P
en

ri
th

 
S
to

ck
po

rt
 

V
al

e 
of

 L
un

e 

B
ow

do
n 

B
ir
ke

nh
ea

d 
P
ar

k 

A
ltr

in
ch

am
 K

er
sa

l 

N
or

th
w
ic
h 

K
es

w
ic

k 

Fi
rw

oo
d 

W
at

er
lo

o 

D
ou

gl
as

 

B
ur

na
ge

 

B
ro

ug
ht

on
  P

ar
k 

THIS WEEK’S  
OTHER  

MATCHES 
 

Birkenhead Park v 

Firwood Waterloo 

 

Broughton Park v 

Penrith 

 
Burnage v  

Bowdon 

 

Douglas (IOM) v 

Stockport 

 

Northwich v War-

rington 

 

Vale of Lune v  
Keswick 

W
ia

rr
in

gt
on

 
W

ilm
sl

ow
 

 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Penrith 4 4 0 0 145 88 57 20 4 0 

Wilmslow 4 3 0 1 127 100 27 17 5 0 

Birkenhead Park 4 3 0 1 127 72 55 15 3 0 

Firwood Waterloo 4 3 0 1 120 87 33 13 1 0 

Stockport 4 2 0 2 154 75 79 13 5 0 

Burnage 4 2 0 2 144 109 35 13 5 0 

Vale of Lune 4 2 0 2 106 88 18 13 5 0 

Altrincham Kersal 4 2 0 2 111 106 5 12 4 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 4 2 0 2 86 63 23 10 2 0 

Broughton Park 4 2 0 2 129 119 10 10 2 0 

Northwich 4 2 0 2 83 107 -24 9 1 0 

Bowdon 4 1 0 3 90 114 -24 6 2 0 

Warrington 4 0 0 4 45 150 -105 0 0 0 

Keswick 4 0 0 4 23 212 -189 0 0 0 
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Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


We are a family run Tearoom in Alderley 
Edge, housed in a beautiful National Trust 

building and situated right next to The Edge 
- perfect for a stop after a country walk.  

 
We believe in keeping it fresh, local and 

homemade, and use produce from locally 
sourced suppliers and farms wherever 

possible, keeping our ingredients British, 
and our menu small - but tasty!. We are dog 
friendly (of course), and have a large outside 

seating area to compliment the seating 
inside.  

 
We are open all year round 7 days a week. 
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Saturday 21st. September 2019 
North 1 West 
Wilmslow 35 -14 Northwich 
 

The score line would suggest a comfortable third league win for the Wolves, 
five tries against two, and in some respects it was.  That though was only part 
of the story.  Northwich fought tooth and nail throughout to make a contest of 
it.  They had most of the possession for most of the afternoon, most of the 
territory but what they didn’t have was the pace and creativity to break down 
a resilient and committed Wilmslow defence.  In fact, Robert Taylor’s side 
never missed a tackle.  At this level, the Wolves were able to cope but 
whether they would have been able to at the next level up is another 
question.  Nor did Northwich manage even a single clean cut line break.  
Eventually they would lose the ball.  It didn’t matter in which part of the field 
for once again the Wolves were at their most dangerous when the ball went 
loose.  Their back line is stuffed full of players, who only require a glimpse or 
mere sniff of a chance to break away and score. 
 
Northwich kicked off on a glorious late summer afternoon, the Wolves fielded 
the ball cleanly enough but couldn’t make much progress in the face of the 
Northwich defence.  A clearing box kick was taken by the visitors and they 
retained possession for several phases until losing the ball on their throw on 
the Wilmslow line.  For the next ten minutes or so, the Wolves were kept 
penned back in their own half until right winger James Coulthurst made a 
determined drive into Northwich territory to set up a scoring opportunity on 
the left wing.  The final pass went forward but from the scrum and 
subsequent lineout, the Wolves forced a penalty lineout from which prop 
Adam Taher burrowed over to open the scoring.  Coulthurst is no flyer on the 
wing but he has a footballing brain and in this game he made several 
powerful runs to get the Wolves on the front foot. 
 
From the restart, the Wolves were again penned back into their own half of 
the field until scrum half Sean Street ran from a scrum in his own half into 
open space to release his outside backs who put Mark Jennings away for the 
second try.  The game continued in much the same vein, Wilmslow stuck in 
their own half, Northwich not making much of it, until on the stroke of half 
time, Northwich spilled the ball deep in the Wilmslow twenty two, the Wolves 
grabbed it to run out of defence, put in a long kick ahead and there was 
Street after it far ahead of the chasing posse to touch it down for try number 
three.  Northwich players could hardly have believed that after spending 
nearly 70% of the game in the Wilmslow half, they were 21-0 down at the 
break. 
 
They opened the second period in much the same style until conceding a 
penalty at the breakdown, which MacCallum planted into the corner for his 
forwards to execute another catch and drive for Taher to score his 
second of the afternoon.  The Wolves then dropped the restart 
which enabled Northwich with the benefit of a string of penalty 
awards to set up camp in the Wolves twenty two.  A try looked 
inevitable but it took a while coming, until space opened up on the 
left for No.8 Jack Baillie.  From the restart, they worked their way 
back into the Wolves twenty two.  Ten minutes later, they scored 
again from close range.  Number 7 Shaun Burmah actually got the 
touchdown but referee Irvine ruled that he had been high tackled 
by Wolves prop Mike Parker.  A penalty try was awarded and 
Parker got a Yellow Card for his trouble. 
 
There was still time for Northwich to make things very awkward if 
they continued to dominate.  The Wolves forwards then knocked 
on with the line at their mercy.  Ever aware, MacCallum was 
sufficiently alarmed by the way the game was going, his side was down to thirteen on the pitch, to 
attempt a shot at goal from the very edge of his range, which drifted narrowly wide.  No matter 
though, the Wolves soon had an attacking scrum from which the ball quickly went into midfield for 
Jennings to burst through for try number five and that was that. 
 
True, there had been half a dozen changes, mostly enforced, from the side that had played 
Stockport the week before but nobody could have felt totally satisfied with the Wolves performance.  
At times they were very dangerous with ball in hand and their defence was solid but their ball 
retention gave the visitors too many chances.  For their part, the Northwich players will be 
wondering how, after dominating so much of the game, they still ended up twenty one points adrift. 
 
 

Wolves Players, Appearances and Point 
Scorers 2019 - 20 

       

Jordan Ayrey 4      

James Coulthurst 5      

Sam Cutts 3      

Ben Day 4      

Ethan Harding 4 2    10 

Adam Hewitt 4      

Mark Jennings 5 6    30 

Danny Kennedy 2      

Jonny Kennedy 1 1    5 

Jamie Kingdon 4 3    15 

Sam Lawton 4      

Rhodri Lewis 1      

Bob MacCallum 5   2 18 42 

Jack Masters 4      

James Nicholson 1      

Kieran O’Rourke 1      

Mike Parker 3      

Seb Pemberton 5 2    10 

Andy Rimmer 2      

Matt Shufflebottom 4      

Loui Staples 1      

Sean Street 5 5    25 

Adam Taher 5 3    15 

Alex Taylor 4 1    5 

Robert Taylor 5      

Tommy Wilkinson 3 2    10 

George Witham 1      
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I have recently returned from a 
few days in Paris and I was 
reminded about some of the 
incidents in previous visits 
over the years, starting with 
Nick Tetley’s motley selection 
of players (including Jonty 
Fallows), in 1968, against the 
Racing Club of Paris 4th team. 
The pitch was behind the 
Stade Colombe with the nearest Metro station a mile away, 
so they agreed to pick us up. They didn’t and poor Stephen 
Murray, who had a broken leg, had to walk the whole way. 
We won 5-3, had a fine meal with excellent wine before the 
afternoon’s England v France game and were all given a 
ticket for the match. Then, in true French style, made us pay 
for both. To show how different the times were, we watched 
England play to the French end and then all walked round to 
stand at the other end at half-time. Paul Bromley, an ex- 
Wilmslow player, who lived in a small flat on the seventh floor 
in the Nation area, held a party lunch on the Sunday. There 
was no lift, so everyone had to climb the stairs. Unknown to 
our old friend Norman Herring, there were two halves to the 
flats, and he climbed up the wrong side. He hadn’t really 
recovered from the previous evening and had to climb down 
and back up again. You can imagine the result. (Sorry, 
Norman). 
 
On another visit, Andrew Barker arrived at the airport to find 
he had forgotten his passport.  Somehow, there was no 
security then and he was allowed on the flight. He was told 
that he may not be allowed into France, so we set off in our 
coach, arrived at the hotel, only to find Andy there before us. 
On the way back he wore a mask of Margaret Thatcher to go 
through to the bags and one of the staff said, “go on, you’re 
the third today”. On the same trip, Peter Ross wore a 
President Mitterand mask on the Metro to the game. We 
watched the other passengers board the train doing a double 
take and then the whole carriage was laughing.  
 
Yet another year, Nick Poynton had travelled to Paris without 
a hotel and all the rooms in ours were full. He was going to 
sleep on the floor with one of ours when he spotted a 
mattress leaning in a corridor. He put it in the lift and slept the 
rest of the night there, despite residents going up and down 

with him. 
 
To go back to my trip. I think I am capable and fit, so was not 
amused when going down to the Metro, on three different 
occasions, young men offered to help me with my suitcase. 
 
On another matter, I was looking through the records and 
found that 120 years ago, to the same week, Wilmslow 
played Kersal and a 3-3 draw ensued. That Christmas, the 
Wilmslow Club ceased to exist because of the advent of 
rugby league and players wanted to be paid.  The Club 
reformed in 1923, with several of the players from the turn of 
the century, and our very first game was against Kersal. 
Sadly, a 3-21 loss. We then played them twice a year until 
1956-57 when they vanished. I presume that was then they 
moved over to Altrincham. 
 



Cherry  Tree  Farm  

Lees  Lane     

Mottram St .  Andrew 
 

Tue - Fri 8.00am - 5.30pm 

Sat         8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun        10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, 

Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and 
Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

We are rightfully proud of all our meat but particularly 
our prime beef, which is hung on the bone for at least 
28 days.  This method of ageing meat is known as dry 
ageing. Dry ageing beef is done by hanging meat in a 
controlled, closely watched, refrigerated environment. 
If you ever had a good, aged steak, you know it is 
more tender and flavourful than what you can 
typically buy in the supermarket. The reason for this is 
that ageing allows natural enzymes to breakdown the 
hard connective tissue in meats and for water to 
evaporate away, concentrating the flavour especially 
in the steaks 

THE CHESHIRE BUTCHER AND FARM SHOP AT CHERRY TREE FARM 



Wolves Players and Personal Sponsors 2019-20 

Jordan Ayrey Grant McKechnie Bob MacCallum Brooks Ltd 

Chris Barber Nick Fiennes Ollie McCall Jonty Fallows 

Mark Bartlem Jonty Fallows Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Sam Beckett Bryn Lewis Conor McMurdock KNH Plumbing 

Tom Bull Barry Fisher James Nicholson Drew Donaldson 

James Coulthurst Curtaincraft Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Fraser Crawford Performance Acoustics Kieran O’Rourke Jon Hitch 

Ben Day Chris George Mike Parker Brooks Ltd 

Alex Donaldson Barry Fisher Harry Patch Run Creative 

Jonny Evans Mike Blackett Seb Pemberton Wizard Tea Rooms 

Gus Fiennes Brooks Ltd Andy Rimmer Norman Herring 

Charlie Gardiner KNH Plumbing Elliot Rowe Wizard Tea Rooms 

Ethan Harding Brooks Ltd Matt Shufflebottom T15 Consultancy 

Adam Hewitt Wilmslow U13s Loui Staples Drew Donaldson 

Rick Hughes David Barker Sean Street David Barker 

Mark Jennings Nick Jones Photography Jez Sumner Chris George 

Danny Kennedy Neubria Adam Taher Norman Herring 

Jonny Kennedy  Alex Taylor Iain Milne 

Jamie Kingdon CVSL Rob Taylor M2 Recruitment 

Sam Lawton Nigel Day Jack Walmsley Bryn Lewis 

Ollie Lee Jon Hitch Ollie Wilkinson T15 Consultancy 

Will Lees Performance Acoustics Tommy Wilkinson M2 Recruitment 

James Lewis Wilmslow U13s George Witham Brooks Ltd 

Rhodri Lewis Martin Cicnognani   Ollie Witham Brooks Ltd 

Jack Masters Run Creative   

PLAYERS AND  SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and individuals who are supporting the cause of 

Wilmslow rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed towards funding coaching, kit, 
equipment, physios, team travel and other team expenses.  No payments are made whatsoever to any individual to 

play.  Our players are all amateurs, albeit at the serious end of amateurism.  They train regularly as a team and put in 
a lot of time and personal effort to ensure their fitness to play at what is a demanding level.. 

Adam Taher Bob MacCallum 

 Jason Sankey writes on the Wilmslow Occasional Vets side. 
Friday 27th September 2019. What a night. After days of monsoon rains, the vets match vs Rochdale somehow 
survived the afternoon pitch inspection and even found a gap in the clouds for 80 minutes. 
 
With no less than seven debutants in the side we assembled for a rigorous warm up and training session – a full 20 
minutes before kick off. 
 
Quick wee, then at 19.30 the teams emerged onto the lush grassy surface for the start of the battle. But first things 
first. In the presence of the club’s top three officers (chairman, junior chairman and XJC) a minute’s silence was 
observed in memory of WRUFC legend Jonty Fallows who sadly passed away on Friday morning. 
 
Despite the wet conditions both sides played some breath taking open rugby, thrilling the knowledgeable crowd 
numbering several dozen.  A game of two halves – with some canny close quarter manoeuvring, combined with sleight 
of hand and searing pace – and Wilmslow emerged victorious. Just. 32 to 29 and 6 tries scored to 5. 
 
Once these 22 fine men have recovered (circa 6 weeks…), there will be a rematch with Rochdale away – one of several 
more vets games this season which should also include Bowdon – the club of Jonty’s son and grandchildren. 

Founded out of Wilmslow 
Rugby Club in 2017, 

LooseHeadz is a rugby 
leisurewear brand 

working to tackle the 
stigma of mental health in 

sport.  
 

With every sale, we are 
able to donate funds to 
our foundation where 

100% of the money raised 
will be used to support 
players mental health.  

 
With the support of 

ambassadors like Sam 
James, Denny Solomona, 

Gareth Anscombe and 
DTH van der Merwe we 
have already made huge 
strides in our mission to 

#TackleTheStigma but we 
still need your help.  

 
So visit LooseHeadz.co.uk 

to see how you can do 
your bit. 



Saturday 28th. September 2019                      North 1 West 
Penrith 32 – 27 Wilmslow 
 
The Wolves four match winning streak came to an end against Penrith who are now the only side in the league with 
a 100% unbeaten record.  The final score may suggest another close run affair but the truth is rather different  The 
Wolves were outplayed for most of the game and were trailing 32 – 15 with just a couple of minutes to go.  With the 
game in the bag, the home side looked to take their foot off the pedal and let the Wolves in for two quick 
opportunistic tries and in the last play of the game, the Wolves came again, only to get into a muddle and penalised 
for crossing. 
 
Winters Park is always a difficult place to come to and even more so now that the Penrith club has invested in the 
latest astro turf pitch.  Very good it looked too.  Wilmslow were shorn of about half a dozen of their most influential 
players for all kind of reason, injury, social and a former player’s stag party.  At Level 6, it’s predominantly an 
amateur game and all the clubs in North 1 West have to put up with this sort of absence.  On this occasion, it was 
Wilmslow’s turn.  Still, it was a chance for others to stake a claim for a regular first team place.  None of them though 
stood out.  In the backs Sean Street, Bob MacCallum, Mark Jennings and Ben Day, all proven performers did little 
wrong but with Ethan Harding and Jonny Kennedy both absent, the zip of recent weeks was just missing.  The pack 
too never really dominated.  It has been unsteady in both the set piece and lineout all season and just lacked the 
drive that the absent Adam Hewitt and Alex Taylor would normally bring.  Adam Taher, Robert Taylor, Seb 
Pemberton and at times Ollie Lee, who probably needs a couple more games to get back to his best, all caught the 
eye but overall they were second best against the more settled Cumbrians, both fore and aft.  Their side was very 
little changed from their win against Stockport the week before. 
 
The error count by both sides was high.  Knock ons proliferated and the referee saw fit to award twenty five 
penalties, nearly equally distributed between the two sides, mainly for offences at the breakdown, which has become 
an absolute lottery with sides frequently not bothering to contest possession of the ball.  When they do, there’s a 
high risk of conceding a penalty.  Twenty five though is a lot, one just about every three minutes.  On a dry pitch, 
sunny afternoon with little wind and perfect playing conditions, it should have been far less. 
 
Penrith scored within a minute of kicking off when they recycled in midfield for their No. 12 Olly Gutteridge to run 
round a  Wilmslow defence, which mentally looked to be still on the bus.  Both sides had their chances in the next 
half hour.  Wilmslow wasted several good lineout positions from penalties with throws ruled not straight whilst Penrith 
looked the more accomplished with ball in hand but conspired regularly to knock on when the Wilmslow line 
beckoned.    MacCallum landed a penalty for the Wolves after twelve minutes but then on the half hour an ambitious 
penalty aimed for the corner was fielded by the Penrith stand off Ross Jackson close to his own line.  He initiated a 
length of the field counter attack, which ended with their second try from lock Scott Lancaster under the sticks.  
Wilmslow replied immediately when MacCallum’s restart scootered into touch well inside the Penrith twenty two.  
Lee got his hand to the home side’s throw, Street made a dart and captain Robert Taylor was to hand for the 
touchdown.  Wilmslow then conceded possession as they attacked from the restart and were fortunate to hold out 
under intense pressure at the expense of a Yellow Card for MacCallum. 
 
Penrith then effectively took charge in the second half, restricting the Wolves to just a few scraps of possession. 
They squandered several good opportunities but then scored from a scrum by quickly moving the ball to their right 
wing, Brook Birley, making it look ridiculously easy.  At that stage, Wilmslow were down to just thirteen on the pitch 
with flanker Sam Lawton having joined MacCallum in the bin.  The Wilmslow scrum was now being pushed around 
and got penalised, enabling Fraser Nicolson, Penrith’s kicker, to take three points from a penalty.  They then punted 
a long kick upfield which full back Ben Day took to run it back and find touch in the Penrith twenty two.  Penrith won 
their throw alright but spilt the ball in front of their own posts for MacCallum to grab it and put Pemberton in. 

Firwood Waterloo 20—14 Vale of Lune  
To many people in the rugby community The Memorial Ground situated on St Anthony’s Road, Blundellsands remains the 
spiritual home of Waterloo RFC but in October 2012 the naming rights were awarded to Firwood Building Supplies, a local 
company, and so a new moniker was added to the roster of clubs but a proud history still remains at a club which sports 
writer, Chris Harte, described as “a wonderful club to visit. The friendliness is catching and the atmosphere of the place is 
a reminder of those innocent days of yesteryear.”  Of course the name Waterloo is synonymous with a railway station, 
Arthur Wellesley, the 1st Duke of Wellington, Agnetha, Benny, Bjorn and Anni-Frid who as ABBA not only lifted the roof of 
the Brighton Dome but also triumphed at the 1974 Eurovision Song Contest with a vote catching number that began:  
“My my - At Waterloo Napoleon did surrender - Oh yeah”  
 
As always a fixture against Firwood Waterloo is almost certain to invoke references to ABBA’s hits and the latest 
encounter fell into “The Winner Takes It All” category with both clubs having won two of their three opening N1W fixtures,  
but it had not gone unnoticed that this was Vale’s first venture of the season away from their “old familiar rooms” at The 
Lane.  Vale last faced Firwood Waterloo in October 2017 when they squelched their way to a 15-13 victory in near 
monsoon conditions at Blundellsands. 
 
The hosts soon launched a series of attacks that had the Vale scrambling deep in their own half but gradually they 
managed to grab the controls and battl their way towards the Pavilion. However, in the tenth minute the party ended 
dramatically for centre Will Hunt because following a coming together with a Firwood Waterloo player, he along with his 
opponent, was shown a red card. With the code under constant scrutiny it was only to be expected because that is “The 
Name of the Game.”    
 
In a game that flashed from end to end, Firwood Waterloo took a lineout and with gaps opening in  the Vale defence 
through which Joe Bowmer accelerated for a try which full back Darragh O’Brien converted with a hefty thump from wide 
out in the fourteenth minute.  Vale hit back with a surging forward drive and when the ball was swung wide Michael Forrest 
whizzed into the line for a try converted by stand-off Alex Briggs.  A half, full of incident, ended with an O’Brien penalty.  
Shortly after the restart, the home side got their second score from a break by No. 8 Will Meades for winger Jacob Allen to 
touch down.  It then became 15-14 when Forrest scored a glittering try for Vale only for a third try to be run in by O’Brien 
for Waterloo, but it could have gone either way. 
 
Altrincham Kersal 17- 25 Northwich  

On a rain sodden pitch, AK were the first to show in this match.  The ‘Blacks’ fumbled 
the kick off, conceding a penalty from which AK mounted a lineout drive for the 
opening score.  They continued to dominate and scored their second try on the half 
hour.  Baldwin, however, hit back with a penalty for Northwich and before half time a 
break by Scott Davidson set up Richard Dale to make it 12-10 .  In the second half,  
Chris Dale made a break to put his No. 8 Phil  Williams in and then intercepted in his 
own half to run 65 metres to score.  AK hit by disrupting a Northwich scrum for a third 
try but a final Baldwin penalty sealed tt for the ‘Blacks’.  Beware the AK forwards!  
 
 

 
.  
 

Jonty Fallows 

 

Another dear old friend of sixty years has died, having had a very difficult few months with leg 

operations and breathing troubles.  He was a regular and keen fourth team player in the 1960’s; a 

popular President in 2008-10 and as the architect and designer, the huge improvement of the hall will 

be his lasting legacy. 

 

He was a faithful supporter of the 1st XV, both at home and away and, even when in an isolation ward 

in hospital, was desperate to get the results of the new season’s games.  He had a great sense of 

humour, was always the first to buy a round after the game and the pre-match lunch tables will never 

be the same without him. 

 

The flag will be flying at half-past today and there will be a minute’s silence before the game. 



 

It was now a seven point game but not for long.  The Wolves conceded possession from the restart when they were 
forced out on the left, Penrith drove from the lineout, were awarded a couple of penalties in quick succession and from 
a scrum in front of the posts, they put Birley in again for the simplest of scores.  A few minutes later Nicolson landed a 
second penalty for 32 -15 and the game looked out of sight. 
 
May be they took their eye off the ball, who knows, but suddenly with five minutes left, Wilmslow came to life.  An attack 
down the right took them to the Penrith line in the corner, where from a pile up Jennings burrowed over.  From the 
restart, Ollie Lee broke through a defence which had gone AWOL.  He didn’t have the pace to go the whole way but 
Street does and the scrum half bisected the remaining cover to gallop away for a seven pointer.  There was time for 
one more play.  The Wolves threw everything at it but when it broke down, it was all over. 
 
On the day, there was no argument that Penrith were the better outfit and were well worth their win.  The Wolves 
though came away with two losing bonus points, which in the circumstances they will know they were fortunate to end 
up with. 



Saturday 5th. October 2019 
North 1 West 

Wilmslow v Altrincham Kersal 

15.   Ben Day                      
 
14.  James Coulthurst 
13.     Ethan Harding 
12.   Mark Jennings 
11.     Jamie Kingdon 
 
10.   Bob MacCallum   
 9.      Sean Street 
 
1.   Adam Taher 
2.   Sammy Graham 
3.   Robert Taylor (capt.) 
4.   Seb Pemberton 
5.   Adam Hewitt 
6.   Danny Kennedy 
7.   Ollie Lee 
8.        Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Jordan Ayrey 
Sammy Lawton 
Sam Cutts 

   Wilmslow  Altrincham Kersal  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15 Joe Burns 
  
14.  John Paul 
13.  Ryan Barratt 
12.    Kashley Watkins  
11.    John Coulson 
 
10.    Andre Daldry 
9.      Callum Yates 
       
1. Alex Faupal 
2. Paul Mallamole 
3. Nathan Bailey 
4. Steve Richardson 
5.      Micah Dyos 
6.      Cameron Thornburn 
7.      Jon Dodd 
8.      Henry Daunce 
 
Subs 
Andrew McGinty 
Chris Lacko 
Rory Cannon 

TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

 

 

Daniel Taylor 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL 
GROUND 

5th. October 
North 1 West 

Wolves v Altrincham Kersal 

Next week, the Wolves are away at Broughton Park 
 

BROUGHTON PARK, HOUGHEND 
CRESCENT, OFF MAULDETH ROAD WEST,  

M21 7TL 
 

Plenty of different routes to take.  The simplest is 
to head towards Manchester on the M56 and 

A5103, cross over Barlowmoor Rd and Mauldeth 
Rd. West is the third on the left.  Houghend 

Crescent is the first on the left. 
 
.   

Wolves Saturday afternoon kick off 
times at The Memorial Ground will be 

at 3.00pm. throughout the season 


