
Club President 
 
CHRIS GEORGE 
 
Welcomes 

ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 

Fixtures and Results 2017 - 18  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Cotton Traders  

Championship 

 Hawks  

Halbro 4 East  
 

September 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

CARLISLE 
Altrincham Kersal 
WATERLOO 
DOUGLAS (IOM) 
St. Benedicts 

W 
W 
W 
W 
L 

 WIRRAL 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 
Preston GH 3 
ROSSENDALE 

W 
HWO 
W 
W 
W 

 Broughton Park 
TRAFFORD MV 
Glossop 
Manchester 
DUKINFIELD 

D 
AWO 
HWO 
W 
W 

October 7 
14 
21 
28 

STOCKPORT 
 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 

L 
 
L 
W 

 Macclesfield 3 
Macclesfield 2 
 
LYMM 

W 
W 
 
L 

 Stockport 
 
HEATON MOOR 
Ashton on Mersey 

W 
 
W 

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

Warrington 
NORTHWICH 
 
Burnage 

L 
W 
 
W 

 Stockport 
VALE OF LUNE 
Rochdale 
PRESTON GH 3 

W 
L 
L 
W 

 
L 

NORTH MANCHESTER 
Altrincham Kersal 
 
BURNAGE 

W 
W 
 
HWO 

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

BLACKBURN 
Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
 

W 
P 
P 

 Rossendale 
Macclesfield 3 

L 
P 

 Hope Valley 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Trafford MV 

W 
P 
W 

January 6 
13 
20 
27 

Waterloo 
Douglas (IOM) 
ST. BENEDICTS 
Stockport 

L 
L 
W 
W 

 Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 
VALE OF LUNE 

L 
W 
L 
L 

 GLOSSOP 
MANCHESTER 
Dukinfield 
STOCKPORT 

L 
W 
W 
W 

February 3 
10 
17 
24 

VALE OF LUNE 
Manchester 
Rochdale 

P 
L 
W 

 Rochdale 
 
Preston GH 3 
 

P 
 
L 

 Heaton Moor 
 
ASHTON ON MERSEY 

 

March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

WARRINGTON 
Northwich 
 
BURNAGE 

  Rossendale 
MACCLESFIELD 
 

  North Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
Burnage 

 

April 7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Blackburn 
MANCHESTER 
Carlisle 

  Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 

  HOPE VALLEY 
Littleborough 
BROUGHTON PARK 

 

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : League C 

September 3 
10  
17 
24 

Macclesfield 
WIDNES 
Blackburn 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

W 
D 
W 
HWO 

 February 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
Crewe & Nantwich 
FYLDE 
Makos 

 

October  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
Fylde 
BOLTON 

 
HWO 
W 

 March 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
WIDNES 

 

November 5 
12 
19 
26 

Widnes 
 
BLACKBURN 
Winnington Park 

 
 
W 
 

 April 8 
15 
22 
29 

  

December 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

 
January 7 

14 
21 
28 

CREWE & NANTWICH 
Fylde 
MAKOS 
 
 
 
 
Blackburn 
WINNINGTON PARK 
Widnes 

W 
W 
W 
 
 
 
 
W 
W 
W 

    

Welcome once again to our guests today from Altrincham Kersal for this rearranged home game. Lets 
hope that the pitch is playable after all the bad weather we have been experiencing of late. We had a 
good victory in the away fixture at the beginning of the season and I hope that we can replicate that 
result here today. 
 
AK may be heavily involved in the scrap at the foot of the table to avoid relegation but they’ve revived 
somewhat in recent weeks with three wins from their six games and two of their losses have been by 
just a single point at Stockport and by three points last week at Northwich.  They are showing that 
they’re certainly up for it and Bob MacCallum’s team will have to be on their metal for this one 
 
The last two weeks we have been on the road away at Manchester two weeks ago where we put in a 
very disappointing performance letting them get the better of us.  They certainly played the wintery 
conditions far better than we did but when we play them at home I anticipate our backs will capitalise 
on a dryer pitch. 
 
Last week we were away at Rochdale who are struggling, second from the bottom of the league. It was 
a scrappy game where we threw away a lot of possession, before running out 24-5 winners. It is looking 
like Rochdale may get relegated at the end of the season which would be a shame as we enjoy our 
games against them and they always make a special effort to entertain us when we go there.  They 
have a fine set up there in Moorgate Avenue, telephone mast floodlights, good pitches and and a first 
class modern clubhouse, which attracts a lot of local business.  It has the look of a prosperous sensibly 
and well run club.  They’re also fully amateur.  I noted that sixteen of their players had come through 
their ‘M & J’ section.  Despite their current difficulties on the pitch, they’re surely the model that other 
clubs at our level and even above should aspire to.  If they do go down at the end of the season, then 
I’m sure it won’t be long before they’re back up again. 
 
Last week we had the team from BT Sport visiting us to film “rugby on the Road” from the club with our 
Chairman Jon Hitch donning  the TV make up and doing the anchor man role superbly on behalf of the 
club. A good turnout of members witnessed all of the TV “takes” but the best was Wilmslow Colt Gus 
Fiennes hitting the tackle bag Smashometer harder than anyone else. Young Fiennesey, who plays in 
the centre, put Wilmslow into second on the national chart behind Worcester......and he was only 
wearing trainers rather than his boots!! Well done Gus !!! 
 
Congratulations go to our Under14’s who started the tournament season in style winning the 10’s 
tournament at Ellesmere College. Well done guys, a great team performance from all members of the 
squad. I would also like to congratulate and thank the successful coaches, Steve Brown and Paul Eaton. 
I know the time and commitment that has to go into coaching in the Junior and Mini sections of the 
club - creating rugby players of the future.” 
 
Finally I regret that I’ll probably be absent again this week—on my travels once again, this time for a bit 
of skiing and then on to South Africa and Zimbabwe.  Have a good Saturday afternoon. 

Following the 
conclusion of 

the Preliminary 

League season 
during which 

each team plays 

each other once, 
the organising 

seeding 

committee will 

select the 

conference 

leagues. 
 

The Colts also 

have a League 
Cup competition 

and the Cheshire 

Colts Cup to 

compete in. 



The Artisan League N1W Forecasts  

 
Last week, the result at Waterloo fooled just about everybody but despite this 11 people got all the other predictions 
correct!   This week, although there are only 4 games, there are some differing opinions. Don't tell Kersal but everyone has 
predicted a home win for Wilmslow and most have gone for a Warrington win. Vale of Lune are almost as well backed to 
win but the game between Stockport and Manchester has almost completely divided the predictions of participants.. 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

Saturday 

17th 

February 

2018 
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Bar Steward H A H H H A H 22 409   H A H H 

Basher H A A H A A A 13 356   A A H H 

Beer Keeper H A H A H A H 25 353   A A A H 

Braveheart H A H H H A H 22 421   A H H H 

Chicken S H H H H H A H 25 370   A H H H 

Dick D & Mutley A H H H H A H 22 415   A H H H 

Draichgoch H H H H H A H 25 422   A H H H 

Fiery Basher H H H H H A H 25 421   A H H H 

Flying Scot H H H H H A H 25 405   H A A H 

H H H H H H A H 25 436   A A H H 

Jonty A H H H H A H 22 407   A A H H 

Kiwi H H A A H A H 25 385   A A H H 

Millie 29 H H H H H H H 22 417   H H H H 

Nob H H H H H H H 22 426   A H H H 

Pilgrims H H H H H A H 25 387   A A H H 

Red Gauntlet H H H H H A H 25 438   A H H H 

Romusus & R H H H H H A H 25 429   H H H H 

Shakey H H H H H A H 25 402   A H H H 

Super Ted H A H H H A H 22 408   H H H H 

Uncle Fester A H H H H A H 22 386   A H A H 

Results H 
44-5 

H 
19-16 

H 
12-3 

A 
19-20 

H 
23-20 

A 
5-24 

H 
91-0 

        



NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2017- 2018 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wolves Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Vice Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Adam Taher 
Vikings Team Manager 
 
Hawks Captain 
 
Hawks Team Manager 
 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2017-18 
 

Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Artisan Meat Co :  Barrington Sports :  Barry Fisher : 

Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants : Bryn Lewis 

Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  
Loves Young Dream : M2 Recruitment :   

Maxwells of Wilmslow : Mike Clifford 
Modac Global : Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth :  

On Point Developments : Peter Turner 
P J Design : Printerland  

RHS Property Services : Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  
Stig : Terra Nova School : The Vets’ Place :  
The Wilmslow Half Marathon: Tim Holloway 

Wilmslow Preparatory School : TSG Properties  
TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass  
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

 

Flooring and Carpeting : Furniture 
Student Accommodation : Refurbishment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andy Vassell wishes the Wolves and all Wilmslow 

RUFC teams a successful 2017/18 season.  
 

Proud to  
sponsor  
Ben Day  

for the Wolves  
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concept FF & E Ltd., Unit 2, Adelaide St 
Macclesfield, SK10 2QS 

Tel : 01625 432608, M : 07710 574449 



Nick Jones  

Photography 



Act as a 
positive role 
model to  all 
players. 
 
Abide by the 
RFU’s Child 
Protection 
Guidance in 
relation to 
verbal and 
emotional 
abuse.  
Remember that 
children play 
primarily for 
their own 
enjoyment not 
that of 
spectators. 
 
Acknowledge 
good play, 
effort and 
performance 
irrespective of 
team or player.  
Shout ‘for’ 
players not ‘at’ 
them.  Never 
ridicule a 
player. 
 
Respect match 
officials’ 
decisions even 
if they appear 
to have made a 
mistake.  
Remember they 
are volunteers 
too. 
 
Never verbally 
abuse players, 
coaches, match 
officials or 
fellow 
spectators.  
Such abuse 
can create a 
negative 
environment for 
players, which 
their behaviour 
will often 
reflect. 

 

Explicitly calling 
the opposition 
team’s touch 

judge a b 

cheat  
because you 
disagree with 

him over where 
the ball went 
into touch, 

whether or not 

it was in touch 
at all or  

who the throw 
has been 

awarded too is 
forbidden. 

 
Abuse of 
Match Officials 
 
Code of 
Conduct 
regulations 
state that a 
person shall not 
abuse, threaten 
or intimidate a 
referee, touch 
judge or other 
match official, 
whether or not 
on the field of 
play.  Crude or 
abusive 
language or 
gestures 
towards officials 
is not permitted. 
 
Abuse is 
defined as 
individual 
perception of 
personal 
degradation, be 
it mental, or 
physical before, 
during and after 
a game and 
includes verbal 
or physical 
assault, 
intimidating 
conduct and/or 
racial and 
sexual 
harassment. 
 
Abusive 
behaviour 
affects the 
reputation of 
the club and will 
not be 
tolerated.   

Saturday 10th. February                                                     North 1 West 
Manchester 28 - 15 Wilmslow 
If anybody from Wilmslow thought that the Wolves had only to turn up at Grove Park to secure an eleventh league win, 
then they were sadly mistaken.  Manchester had won their last three league games, including an impressive away 
performance at second placed Northwich.  Their confidence was growing, they knew they could see off Wilmslow and on 
the day they were deserving and convincing winners.   
 
Wilmslow coach, Rick Jones had known all along that this rearranged game had ‘banana skin’ written all over it and he 
was absolutely right.  ‘I was just very disappointed by the way we played, he said afterwards, there were just too many 
individual errors from start to finish and we didn’t seem up for it.  Not one of our backs had a game that they’ll want to 
look back on and only a handful of the forwards played to their potential.’ 
 
It’s no good blaming the conditions.  They were the same for both sides.  The pitch although wet and sticky was in 
decent order for mid February and the rain just about kept away for the eighty minutes of play.  True, the ball may have 
been soapy to handle but the fact is that the Manchester players were able to pass it and catch it without anything like 
the same number of errors of their Wilmslow opponents.  They may have conceded more penalties than Wilmslow but 
most of them until the final minutes, when the game was already, won were in the Wilmslow half.  For the most part 
though Manchester’s tactics were pragmatic and effective.  Kick the ball into space, chase it and keep Wilmslow bottled 
up in or around their twenty two.  In defence, it was a case of consistently being in their opponents’ face with aggressive 
tackling to drive back the ball carrier and on the ground to slow everything down. 
 
All three of Manchester’s tries had their origins in Wilmslow mistakes.  The first one after twenty five minutes came when 
Wilmslow’s midfield dropped the ball after a break from Bob MacCallum had set up a promising attacking position.  It was 
booted down field for a lineout in the Wolves twenty two.  This was won comfortably enough but then dropped in the 
backs, seized upon by the home side and moved quickly and simply to Joe Houghton on their left wing who had the 
space to run in for the try.  Their second try came midway through the second half when Houghton this time fielded a 
weak clearing kick around the Wilmslow twenty two, ran it back and after a couple of phases scrum half James Brodie 
was on hand for the scoring pass.  The third try which settled it came with less than ten minutes still on the clock.  Alex 
Taylor had just scored for Wilmslow to make it 18-10 but the Manchester forwards were up to steal a well placed restart 
and found men over to put centre Zac Round in.  Doug Day converted two of the tries and added three penalties to keep 
the scoreboard ticking over. 
 
Wilmslow’s points came from an early Bob MacCallum penalty and two tries from close in lineouts in the final quarter.  
No. 8 Alex Taylor drove over for the first one and the second came from second row Tom Bull after Manchester had 
been penalised several times.  Bull put in a thoroughly good shift throughout as did back row Seb Pemberton but really 
these were the only two who stood out. 
 
By then it had become hard to see how the Wolves would score from any other phase of play.  It’s not that they didn’t 
have some chances but they were chasing the game and everything ended with either a loose pass or the ball being 
dropped and knocked on in the face of fierce determined tackling from the home side.  From nine to fifteen, all the backs 
were equally guilty and some of the forward play, particularly at lineout time wasn’t much better.      
 
‘All credit to Manchester, added Jones,  their defence was excellent, we rarely crossed the gain line in the tackle, they 
kept harassing us when we were in possession, they played as though they wanted it more than us and ultimately were 
thoroughly good value for their win.  After such a poor performance from us, we must show a response next weekend 
when we visit Rochdale.  More of the same will just deliver the same result.’ 

 

 

 

 
We all like a nice steak served with fries so here is a classic technique for fries using 
Maris Piper, King Edwards or Large White potatoes and then some simple 
garnishes to add a bit of flavour.  Most of them also go with fish. 
 
Three Times Cooked Fries 
The idea here is to have your fries, golden and crisp on the outside and soft and 
fluffy on the inside.  We don’t want them chip shop soggy.  Peel the potatoes and par
-boil them for about five minutes.  We don’t want them fully cooked at this stage.  
Allow to cool and then cut into chips.   
 
Now heat the chip pan to a medium heat and cook the chips in batches for about five 
minutes.  Don’t overcrowd the pan.  The chips will still be white with no colour and 
can be put into a freezer bag and stored in the fridge until needed.   
 
The third stage is to heat your chip pan to full blast and to cook the chips quickly in 
small batches so that they get nicely brown. 
 
And now the sauces ; 
 
Blue Stilton Butter 
In a mixing bowl, combine together an equal quantity of stilton cheese and butter, 
add chopped parsley to taste and a few drops of tabasco.  Wrap the mixture into a 
bit of cling film, shape it as a sausage and cool it in the fridge.  To serve, just slice a 
disc and place it on your steak. 
 
Maitre d’Hotel Butter 
Mix together, butter, lemon juice, parsley, mustard, paprika and salt and pepper.  
Add a bit of garlic paste if you like.  Roll into a sausage, wrap in cling film, cool and 
slice into discs when it’s time to serve. 
 
Anchovy and Pecorino Butter 
Mix together 4 salted anchovies, 125g butter, 1tbsp chopped chives, 50g grated 
pecorino, 1 clove grated garlic and ½ tsp black pepper.  Roll into a tube and chill.  
Serve with boiled potatoes and watercress salad. 

 
Caper, Mustard and Herb Sauce  
Olive oil, chopped flat parsley leaves, chopped tarragon leaves, chopped mint 
leaves,,chopped chervil, finely chopped anchovies, capers, Dijon mustard, red wine 
vinegar.  Blend the herbs and olive oil together, add the anchovies, garlic and 
mustard.  Stir and season.  Add the vinegar just before serving. 
 
Steaks 
The easiest bit is the cooking.  Make sure the grill pan is clean so that the meat 
doesn’t stick to it and that it’s hot when you drop it in.  I normally like a traditional 
8oz. sirloin, ribeye or rump, which can be lightly seasoned with salt, pepper, garlic 
paste and some thyme leaves.  Three minutes a side will leave it nice and rare, not 
raw but a decent shade of pink.  If you’ve been playing a game earlier on, then you’ll 
probably want a 10 or 12oz –er! 
 
The more difficult bit is getting a good steak, which should ideally have been 
matured for at least twenty one days and preferably twenty eight.  That eliminates 
standard supermarket fare which will probably have been on the hoof just a week 
ago.  The breed also makes a difference.  A good butcher will know exactly what 
he’s selling and where it came from.  It should have had a happy if shortish life 
eating grass. 
 
Alan Lang gets all his beef from the Welsh/Shropshire borders where it’s mainly a 
Charolais/Hereford cross.  The big French bull and the neat little Hereford cow 
produce excellent steaks.   
 
At Artisan, their steaks are bred from a Highland bull, known as Longhorn in 
Cheshire, crossed to a Hereford as well.  It then gets the full twenty eight day 
treatment in their Himalayan Salt Chamber before they’ll even consider selling it.   



ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2017 - 18 

       

Jordan Ayrey 15 2    10 

Nick Barker 3      

Sam Beckett 1      

Elliot Brierley 9 2    10 

Tom Bull 13 5    25 

Kevin Burge-Jones 1      

James Burgess 1      

James Coulthurst  16 7    35 

Sam Cutts 4 3    15 

Ben Day 8 2    10 

Alex Donaldson 11 1    5 

Jonny Evans 3      

Charlie Gardiner 13      

Ethan Harding 15 3    15 

Adam Hewitt 18 2    10 

Richard Hughes 12 2    10 

Charlie Levings 7      

Rhodri Lewis 3      

Caleb Loomans 5      

Connor Loomans 4      

Danny Kennedy 2 2    10 

Jonny Kennedy 1 2    10 

Bob MacCallum 17   11 42 117 

Will Maslen 5 3    15 

Jack Masters 9 1    5 

Conor McMurdock 3 1   5 15 

Matt Pearson 1      

Seb Pemberton 11 1    5 

Elliott Rowe 8 3    15 

Toby Rowe 10      

Matt Shufflebottom 6      

Ed Stobart 2 1    5 

Sean Street 15 10    50 

Adam Taher 4 2    10 

Alex Taylor 19 14    70 

Fergus Taylor 1      

Robert Taylor 19 1    5 

Josh Whiteley 10 2    10 

Jack Walmsley 5 1    5 

Tommy Wilkinson 3      

George Witham 2 1    5 

Ollie Wilkinson 10      

Max Wortley 14 1    5 
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2017/18 

Gold Rolex Sold for £9000 for 
Wilmslow Estate Two Gold Phillipe Patek Watches 

Sold for £8000 for Wilmslow Est. 
 
This season’s Garner or Ghana Cup, 

whichever you prefer, has been arranged 
by David Barker at Prestbury Golf Club  

 
It’ll be in the same format as the last one 
with very much the same cost. The menu 

will also be the same -  gammon, egg, 
peas and chips  

 
And finally, the date for this very popular 

event will be 3rd. May 2018. 
 

Please let David know if you wish to 
participate. 

 
pottiebarker@hotmail.com 



 

 
 

Nobody will be surprised that Vale should have put 91 points past St. Benedicts, who deserve at least a consolation 
point for bothering even to turn up.  They’ve taken some almighty thrashings on the road this season, conceding forty 
points or more on six occasions and only troubling the scorers twice.  But this was the worst yet. 
 
It then gets interesting as nobody is laying a firm stake to the runner up spot.  Firwood Waterloo and Douglas only have 
six games left,  Blackburn still have to visit Vale and Waterloo and only have three home fixtures left and Northwich still 
have to play Vale twice,   And, as for Wilmslow, five home fixtures still to come and away visits to Blackburn and 
Northwich.  On paper, these look two tough fixtures but believe me, neither Northwich nor Blackburn will relish a fired up 
Wilmslow, if it comes to that.  It really could go to the wire this season and to the side that wants Northern Premier rugby 
most. 
 
Northwich 23 - 20 Altrincham Kersal 
Spectators should never head home early when Northwich are playing, writes John Blower.  The outcome was decided 
only in the closing stages for a third successive game, and Nick Baldwin’s successful penalty kick only just preceded the 
referee’s final whistle.  For an hour, the Blacks appeared on course to suffer back-to-back home defeats for the first time 
in almost three-and-a-half years.  That they didn’t is due largely to their dogged resilience.  Joel Barber scored both of 
their tries, the other points coming from Baldwin’s right boot. When they rely on him, he rarely fails to deliver. 
 
The contest was again switched to a pitch behind the former pool building, and Martin Poste’s men have played only 
once on the first-team’s field - still with unresolved drainage problems - in the past three months. They were also forced 
by absences to field a much-altered side with five changes to the one that had prevailed away to Carlisle a fortnight 
earlier. Zach Jackson, a former Northwich colt, made his first-team debut on the wing while Joel Barber switched from 
full-back to outside centre after James Underhill failed a fitness test. 
 
A determined AK side had won their previous two matches to raise hopes that they can avoid relegation.  They led 14-0 
after half-an-hour with two converted tries. They played for half of the opening period with a numerical advantage after 
Martin Balshaw (striking an opponent) and Jonny English (not rolling away) both spent time in the sin-bin. The former 
returned to the fray at the exact moment his teammate left it. 
 
The Blacks struggled to create openings, although Barber darted through the narrowest of gaps in the Altrincham 
defence on 36 minutes after his teammates moved the ball quickly from right to left from an attacking scrum. Baldwin 
duly added the extras. Dave Coleman and Baldwin the both kicked penalties, before Baldwin dotted down after a 
trademark burst to the line.  The gap between the teams closed further when he slotted a second three-pointer following 
a quarter-hour of action after the break. As Altrincham had done earlier, Northwich then exploited a numerical advantage 
after an opponent was shown a yellow card. Barber again timed his arrival into the attack perfectly to put the Blacks in 
front for the first time at 20-17. Coleman tied things up shortly afterwards with a penalty, another act in an impressive 
individual performance but his side were now constantly infringing and Baldwin stepped up to land the decisive kick.   

WHAT THEY SAID AT MANCHESTER  
Another Saturday, another local derby and again the weather conditions meant the going was heavy.  An early penalty by Richard McCartney 
opened the scoring as Wilmslow were well off side in defence (3-0). The equalising penalty was considerably more controversial when Zak 
Round was adjudged to have deliberately knocked on rather than AN attempted intercept, the three points being preceded by a yellow card . 
 
Manchester were first to cross the line as the half hour mark approached when Anthony TiaTia scooped up a knock on by Wilmslow, and 
playing the advantage, sent a long pass out to Joe Houghton on the wing who was strong enough to force his way over in the corner to make it 
8-3.  Manchester continued to have the better of both possession and territory but were met by a well organised defence despite a long period 
in the opposition’s 22. When Wilmslow repeatedly infringed to resist the attack, Manchester took the option of easy points at the second time 
of asking to end the half 11-3 up  
 
The first twenty minutes of the second period passed without incident with any attacking play breaking down due to handling errors on both 
sides. Manchester’s good approach work through some good touch kicking by McCartney was repeatedly undone by poor lineout execution, a 
real let off for Wilmslow throughout the game.  Although Manchester were rarely threatened, a second try was needed to make the lead that 
much safer. As the third quarter began, some untidy play by both sides was tidied up by Seb Lingwood who made good ground inside 
Wilmslow’s 22 yet again. This time James Brodie was on hand some ten metres out to take the ball on, and carried those trying to stop him 
over the line to increase the gap to 18-3 once Doug Day had added the conversion. 
 
Wilmslow responded quickly, just losing out on a foot race when a clearance kick was charged down and then five minutes later, opting for a 
catch & drive form an efficient lineout for an easy score, closing to 18-10. 
 
With ten minutes to go however, the result was almost settled when Jake Stewart raced up field looking likely to score but needing the support 
of TiaTia. With players hanging off him, the ball was flicked inside to Zak Round to reopen the gap to 25-10 with another conversion.  A 
frustrating period of play saw Wilmslow advance well into Manchester’s territory with penalty after penalty for reasons not entirely clear but 
backed up by another yellow card for Manchester!  The 14 men remained defiant but when another penalty allowed a carbon copy catch & 
drive to be set up, Wilmslow could hope to retrieve a losing bonus point from 25-15.  That wasn’t to be, as a pragmatic decision to take a late 
penalty kick at goal was probably wise after the afternoon’s lineout misery, and Day closed the scoring at a satisfying 28-15 to extend 
Manchester’s winning run. 



Cotton Traders Championship  

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Lymm 2 16 15 0 1 673 200 473 61 0 

Vale of Lune 2 16 11 0 3 596 204 392 55 0 

Wirral 2 16 11 0 5 567 312 255 49 0 

Rossendale 2 16 9 0 6 290 365 -75 42 0 

Wilmslow 2 16 8 0 7 423 313 110 39 0 

Macclesfield 3 17 5 1 10 338 499 -161 30 -2 

Rochdale 2 16 4 0 12 285 512 -227 28 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3 17 2 1 13 163 661 -498 27 0 

Stockport 2 14 3 0 11 228 497 -269 23 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Littleborough 3 16 13 0 2 537 245 292 58 0 

Wilmslow 3 18 12 1 2 632 194 438 54 0 

Heaton Moor 2 17 10 0 6 544 353 191 50 0 

Ashton on Mersey 1 17 9 0 7 396 357 39 47 0 

Glossop 3 15 9 0 4 368 212 156 46 0 

Stockport 3 17 8 1 8 418 352 66 42 0 

Altrincham Kersal 3 18 7 1 8 376 557 -181 38 0 

Dukinfield 2 16 5 1 7 293 444 -151 37 0 

Burnage 3 18 6 1 9 312 342 -30 35 0 

Hope Valley RFC 1 14 5 0 9 419 556 -137 29 0 

Trafford Metrovick 3 17 3 0 13 286 586 -300 29 0 

Manchester 3 16 4 0 11 280 538 -258 27 0 

Broughton Park 4 13 3 1 8 241 366 -125 22 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts 

Makos  8 5 1 2 186 150 36 19 

Wilmslow  6 6 0 0 226 94 132 17 

Winnington Park  6 4 0 2 127 144 -17 14 

Fylde  8 3 0 5 128 153 -25 14 

Widnes  5 3 0 2 140 111 29 11 

Crewe & Nantwich  6 1 1 4 103 166 -63 9 

Blackburn  7 0 0 7 126 218 -92 7 

Sale Sharks Leagues -  Division 4 East 

Senior Colts Conference League - C  

Saturday 27th. January 
Vale of Lune 42 - 14 Vikings 
Hawks 36 - 12 Stockport 
 
Sunday 28th. January 
Widnes 21 - 26 Colts 
 
Saturday 3rd. February 

Heaton Moor 12 - 24 Hawks 
 

Saturday 10th. February 
Trafford MV 12 - 36 Hawks 
 
Saturday 17th. February 
Vikings 10 - 27 Vale of Lune 
Hawks 69 - 22 Ashton on Mersey 

Saturday 17th. February 2018                                North 1 West 
Rochdale 5 – 24 Wilmslow 
When Wilmslow make their annual visit to Rochdale’s ground on the edge of the Pennines, they are usually greeted by volleys 
of driving sleat and near freezing conditions.  This time conditions were benign, there was a hardly a breath in the air and, if it 
would stretch the imagination a mite too far to say there was a hint of early spring warmth, at least, the biting cold of the 
previous few days were absent.  The pitch too, although heavy and sticky, was well covered in grass and in excellent condition 
for the time of year. 
 
After Wilmslow’s toothless display at Manchester the preceding week, coach Rick Jones was looking for a response from his 
players.  Training during the week had been positive and he had been able to select his strongest pack of the season.   
 
Behind the scrum both his first and second choice No. 10, Bob MacCallum and Elliot Rowe were absent because of school 
skiing commitments so the versatile Ollie Wilkinson stepped in to fill the breach.  Clubs need players like Wilkinson who can 
play in a number of positions.  He didn’t have a glorious afternoon at Manchester the previous week but seven days can make 
all the difference and on this occasion, although not faultless, he proved to be a steady pivot with his passing, his kicking out of 
defence, his tackling and his overall game management.  It no doubt helped that Sean Street was back at scrum half.  Street 
demands the attention of the opposition back row and possesses a fast, long and accurate pass from the scrum and lineout.  
Jones had also moved Toby Rowe to fullback and this proved to be a good decision.  Rowe is at his best when he has a bit of 
space and time to go through the gears and will always make ground for you in these circumstances.  In closer quarters on the 
wing, he rarely has that opportunity. 
 
Nevertheless, the Wolves didn’t have it all their own way, far from it.  Rochdale had pulled off a totally unexpected win against 
leaders Vale of Lune the week before and are in a scrap at the foot of the league with Manchester and Altrincham Kersal to 
escape the third relegation spot.  True, Vale were short handed last week through injuries, suspensions and non availability but 
it was still a remarkable result for Rochdale and they had approached this game with a bit of belief that they could send 
Wilmslow packing as well.  They had sufficient possession and territory to have made much more of it than a consolation try in 
the last play of the game.  Several clear cut chances went begging in the first half when the last pass didn’t go to hand, an 
interception was overhauled from behind, a pair of penalty shots went wide and they weren’t able to capitalise on a series of 
Wolves handling errors in their own twenty two.  It was against the run of play that Rochdale found themselves fourteen points 
adrift at half time.  Indeed, Wilmslow couldn’t get out of their own half for the first thirty minutes of the game.  In terms of 
territory, the second half was far more evenly contested. 
 
The Wolves were back on their own line, thirty five minutes in, desperately defending a Rochdale catch and drive, when they 
got a turnover.  No. 8, Alex Taylor, took it on for about ten metres and the ball then sizzled along the line to left winger Will 
Maslen, who had space to beat his man on the outside.  Maslen has a reputation for possessing a bit of gas and he outstripped 
everyone to run nearly the whole length of the field for the opening score under the posts.  Maslen has come through the club’s 
junior section and he looked a threat every time the ball came his way but he also needs to learn when to pass it and when to 
go to ground in the tackle so that it can be recycled.  In winter conditions, he and he’s not the only one need to remember that 
the over optimistic 50/50 pass hurriedly thrown into space almost always fails to come off.   
 
Half time was approaching when the Wilmslow pack started a series of picking and driving from well inside their own half, 
which took them to the Rochdale twenty two before they were forced into touch.  No bother, they stole the ball on the Rochdale 
throw and started the drive again, which this time took them to the Rochdale line where a delighted Jack Walmsley got the 
touchdown.  As a bit of forward play, it could hardly have been bettered.  The Wolf pack had hinted once or twice that they 
were capable of this and observers were just left to wonder why they didn’t see more of this kind of direct play. 
 
In the third quarter, the Wolves always looked as though they had more to offer and it was from another piece of driving play by 
the pack in which substitute back row Danny Kennedy was prominent that the third try came.  After several phases, the ball 
was recycled right and with the Rochdale defensive line broken a pass from Richard Hughes out of the back of his hand 
released Adam Hewitt.  It was reminiscent, older readers will remember, of the back handed ‘Towney Flip’ when the young 
Gregor Townsend set up Gavin Hastings in Paris for the match winning try all those years ago.  
 
The bonus point fourth try came after a period of pressure on the Rochdale line and at the third attempt from a lineout Max 
Wortley grabbed the loose ball to dive over.  There were still ten minutes on the clock but by then Rochdale knew they were 
beaten.  To their credit, they kept playing and helped by two poor clearing kicks from the restart and a missed penalty 
clearance, they counter attacked again and nobody begrudged them their consolation right at the end. 
 
Rick Jones was a much happier man than he had been the week before.  ‘We scored four very good tries, he said, Will Maslen 
with ball in hand stood out, Ollie Wilkinson really stepped up to the plate, our set piece was solid, our lineout a bit mixed but 
OK, there was a good cameo from Danny Kennedy and it was probably the best that we’ve seen from ‘Wammo’ Walmsley but 
we really do have to work on cutting out all these handling errors.  They cost us dear at Manchester and we were fortunate that 
they didn’t cost us the same again against Rochdale.  But four tries away from home and a maximum five league points is not 
to be sniffed at.’ 
 
    

WRUFC U14s who won the Ellesmere 

10s on 11th. February 

VIKINGS OFF THE PACE 
A promising sprightly start faded when the 
Vikings up on the Jim Evison field, gifted  
control to Vale.  It was unclear throughout 
exactly where the referee’s penalty advantage 
started or finished  against a keen Vikings side.   
 
After 35 minutes of resilience, Vale worked out 
they could repeatedly break the gain line by 
nothing more than line speed,  moving the 
ball  swiftly across the pitch and always having 
a support runner on the shoulder of the ball 
carrier.  It was always through the centre 
channels and much to the consternation of 
coach Bryn Lewis, the Vikings just didn’t adapt 
to the circumstances.   
 
For the first quarter, the home side played with 
confidence.  They didn’t over commit to rucks 
and they played at a decent tempo and pace 
until five minutes before half time when Vale 
scored.  Viking heads just drooped. 
 
There were positives though.  Some great 
forward play from  Adam Taher, some 
Positives ; great forward play led by Adam 
Taher and a solid performance from George 
Witham, who is now available again 
 
Apart from that, there was some poor decision 
making, not kicking for territory, a number of 
missed penalties, knock ons and so on.  Long 
before the end, even the players themselves 
were reflecting on a missed opportunity.     
 
Meanwhile the Al McLennan led Hawks were 
on the adjacent pitch against a depleted 
Ashton on Mersey team.  As often happens at 
this level, the Hawks lent their visitors some 
surplus players to bolster their ranks before 
running in sixty nine points. 
 

Nick Jones 



 

 

 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 

 



 

Altrincham Kersal 

      

When AK last visited The Meorial Ground to play Wilmslow, the Wolves were third in the league, 
AK were tenth.  Twelfth months on, we’ve both lost ground in the ranks.  When we met In 
September, it was the first league game of the season and Kersal dominated the opening 
period, just as they had a year previously.  The Wolves were slow to get going, as has 
frequently happened this season, but eventually woke up to decisively take charge of the 
second half, running out as winners by 36-9.  The year before, it had taken a late late penalty by 

Bob MacCallum to secure the Wolves a win by 21-20.  AK 
on that occasion had recovered from an 18 -10 deficit and 
looked poised to snatch the honours until MacCallum’s 
intervention.  In fact, they had looked like a side which 
would finish higher up the league than they eventually did. 
 
Since beating Wilmslow twice in  2010/11 when they won 
home (33-32) and away (39-17), they’ve had only one 
solitary league success against us in 2012/13 - apart from 
the Cheshire Vase, of course, on a Bank Holiday weekend.  
Mustn’t forget that!   
 
They won this league in 2010/11, something Wilmslow 
have never done, but were promptly ejected from National 
3 North the following season.  Two seasons on they went 
down to SLC1 but came back up again after an absence of 
just one season.  The five meetings since then have all 
gone Wilmslow’s way. 
 
Nothing though lasts for ever and nothing is certain in 
rugby.  AK won at Firwood Waterloo and at St. Benedicts 
and took Stockport to a draw at Stelfox.  They were within a 
point of upsetting Stockport at Headlands Road in January 
and last week were within three points of a famous scalp at 
Northwich.  Clearly, they have the firepower to mix it with 
most sides in this league and since the turn of the year, 

there’s been a revival in their fortunes as they battle to get 
out of the relegation zone.  It hasn’t gone unnoticed that the 
AK side selected for this game shows seven changes in 

personnel from the 
one due to play in the 
original fixture here on 
16th. December and 
includes the 
experienced hooker of 
ten years ago, John 
Geddis, and their 
coach J P Singleton at 
full back. 
 
Hope springs eternal, 
so we can be sure that 
they will be set upon  
changing the recent 
record against 
Wilmslow, to continue 
their recent improved 
form and to reduce the 
deficit with 
Manchester, just one 
place above them to a 
single point.  That 
assumes, of course, 
that Manchester get 
nought from their visit 
to Stockport.    .   

Pictures from Altrincham Kersal v Wilmslow 9 Sep 17 

9 Sep 17 
10 Dec 16 
10 Sep 16 
6 Feb 16 
19 Sep 15 
14/15 
1 Mar 14 
2 Nov 13 
13 Apr 13 
6 Dec 12 
11/12 
2 Apr 11 
16 Oct 10 

Altrincham Kersal  9 - 36 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow             31 - 18 Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal 20 - 21 Wilmslow 
Altrincham Kersal 20 - 37 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow              31 - 12 Altrincham Kersal 
No matches 
Altrincham Kersal   7 - 58 Wilmslow  
Wilmslow              41 - 13 Altrincham Kersal 
Wilmslow              13 -  3  Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal 19 - 15 Wilmslow 
No matches 
Wilmslow               17 - 39 Altrincham Kersal 
Altrincham Kersal  33 - 32 Wilmslow 

From the Archives 



 
 
  

THE BRITAUTUMN INISH & IRISH  

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Friday 8 September 
FALCONS 19.45pm 

 
Friday 15th. September 
LONDON IRISH  8.00pm 

 
Friday 29th. September 
CLOUCESTER 8.00pm 

 
Friday 27th. October 

CHIEFS  19.45pm 
 

Friday 24th. November 
SAINTS  8.00pm 

 
22/23/24 December 

BATH 
 

05/06/07 January 
QUINS 

 

 

SIX NATIONS 

  3rd. February         Wales  v Scotland       Principality Stadium 
  3rd. February          France   v Ireland       Stade de France                  
 4th. February           Italy  v England          Rome 
 
10th. February         England v Wales        Twickenham 
10th.. February        Scotland  v France      Murrayfield 
10th. February         Ireland v Italy              Aviva Stadium 
 
23rd. February        France v Italy              Stade de France 
24th.February         Scotland v England     Murrayfield  
24th. February        Ireland v Wales           Aviva Stadium 
             
10th. March            France v England        Stade de France 
10th. March            Ireland v Scotland       Aviva Stadium 
11th March            Wales v Italy                Principality Stadium 
 
17th. March           England v Ireland        Twickenham 
17th. March           Wales v France           Principality Stadium 
17th. March           Italy v Scotland            Rome                 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


League North 1 West 

2017-18 

League Fixtures & Results—2017/2018 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  8-34  23-5   12-27 0-20 54-0 22-22 12-50 14-3  9-36 

Blackburn   23-12 42-7 36-0 44-5 26-10 12-6 38-0  10-31 18-28 19-12  

Burnage 40-27 17-17  19-16 20-21 24-10 35-36 42-7  27-14  31-34  15-17 

Carlisle   39-19   27-28 12-16 31-12 64-0 13-26 18-41 29-27 15-18  

Douglas IOM 42-5 3-7 16-27 19-15  75-17 36-24  30-3 12-3  22-10 30-35 22-20 

Manchester 10-9 19-36 22-0    19-10 63-24  15-24 19-33 10-7  28-15 

Northwich 23-20 15-0 22-8 25-10 30-17 13-14   P  P 33-23 20-17  

Rochdale 7-15 13-19  20-29 21-36 37-28 17-33  37-14  9-3  19-26 5-24 

St. Benedicts 9-41  14-36 6-15 18-20 12-28    0-36 P 8-17 0-26 20-19 

Stockport 16-15 32-20  38-19 26-25  15-34 33-24 43-0    14-27 14-38 

Vale of Lune 60-12  58-17 52-10 24-31 66-12   91-0 53-17  87-20 20-14 41-17 

Warrington 38-3 10-23 19-0 13-18  32-0 11-13 P  31-15   21-10 29-17 

Firwood Waterloo 31-33  22-29  39-23 33-21  54-24 76-0 24-17 13-15 19-20  25-19 

Wilmslow  18-17  34-18 45-24  19-11 50-7 80-0 17-24 P  35-33  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Northwich v  
Vale of Lune 

 
Stockport v  
Manchester 

 
Warrington v 

Rochdale 
 
 
 

W
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ow

 

 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Vale of Lune 16 14 0 2 725 231 494 71 15 0 

Firwood Waterloo 20 11 0 9 554 394 160 63 19 0 

Blackburn 19 13 1 5 441 246 195 62 8 0 

Northwich 18 13 0 5 395 311 84 62 10 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 20 12 0 8 504 425 79 58 10 0 

Wilmslow 18 11 0 7 520 342 178 57 13 0 

Stockport 19 10 1 8 429 416 13 52 10 0 

Warrington 19 10 0 9 393 370 23 51 11 0 

Burnage 19 8 1 10 418 442 -24 46 12 0 

Carlisle 20 7 0 13 410 478 -68 39 11 0 

Manchester 19 9 0 10 376 521 -145 38 2 0 

Altrincham Kersal 19 6 1 12 334 473 -139 32 6 0 

Rochdale 18 4 0 14 309 512 -203 22 6 0 

St Benedicts 18 1 0 17 104 751 -647 5 1 0 

 

2017-18 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

 

Specialist in Domestic  
Extension and  

Design 
 
 

Paul Sheridon  

Tel. 07969 790075 
psherid@btconnect.com 

 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes 
the Wolves every  

success in 2017-18 

WRUFC is once again supporting Wooden Spoon, the children’s 
charity of rugby founded in 1983 to help improve the lives of disabled 
children locally. 
 
The Wooden Spoon Charity focuses on providing funding to 
organisations across the UK such as specialist schools, other 
charities and community projects that give support, treatment or 
respite care to children with disabling or life-limiting medical 
conditions or who are living in areas of severe social deprivation. 
 
Wooden Spoon has become one of the largest UK funders of respite 
and medical treatment centres, 
sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and 
community-based programmes.  So far grants exceeding £22 million 
to 600  projects have been made, helping over 1 million young people 
and children in need.. 
 
In October 2011, Wooden Spoon was awarded the IRB Spirit of 
Rugby Award and as such is the first and only charity to receive this 
accolade. 
 
Every single penny a regional volunteer group raises for Wooden 
Spoon stays in that community and funds causes and projects local to 
them.  The club will look to raise funds for Wooden Spoon over the 
course of this season.  

 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT : Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 



 P W D L PF PA PD Pts BPs Adj 

Preston Grasshoppers 20 18 1 1 642 281 361 91 17 0 

Harrogate 19 14 1 4 483 342 141 71 13 0 

Lymm 19 14 2 3 477 203 274 70 10 0 

Hull 18 13 2 3 531 243 288 70 14 0 

Billingham 18 12 1 5 531 292 239 60 10 0 

Wirral 18 9 0 9 440 418 22 48 12 0 

Rossendale 16 9 0 7 349 387 -38 44 8 0 

Kendal 20 8 1 11 414 483 -69 43 9 0 

Ilkley 18 8 0 10 351 389 -38 41 9 0 

Sandal 18 6 1 11 380 436 -56 37 11 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 18 6 0 12 373 381 -8 36 12 0 

Morley 20 4 1 15 249 534 -285 22 4 0 

Birkenhead Park 19 2 1 16 293 637 -344 18 8 0 

Pocklington 19 1 1 17 254 741 -487 12 6 0 

I thought it would be interesting to take a closer look at the Northern 
Premier League to which we aspire. 
 
It’s clearly a cut above Level 6.  Once again, this season’s new entrants 
have found it hard going.  Birkenhead Park, about whom we know plenty, 
look set for a rapid return to North 1 West.  Even last season’s winners 
Kirkby Lonsdale, who remember won it with a 100% record, are in the 
lower reaches.  And last season’s winners of North 1 East, Pocklington, 
about whom we know little, have had a torrid time of it.   
 
On the other hand,  Kendal, Wirral and Rossendale, all of whom we have 
come up against in the relatively recent past have been able to settle at 
that level.  If Wirral can do it, you ask, then why not others as well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week’s programme at Rochdale contained a sorry little piece about one of their 
squad members, a lad who’d come all the way through their ‘M & J’ section suddenly 
moving off to join Stockport, even though they don’t look like being anything more than 
a mid table side this season.  The author makes the point, however, that if you were a 
former junior at Stockport, keen to get a crack at first team rugby, how would you feel 
about your club bringing in a newcomer, who had yet to prove himself elsewhere.  It 
wasn’t a case of a proven performer from a higher level coming in but a player just 
coming into senior rugby and still to make his mark..  And the name of the player, Ah! 
Yes, I’d nearly forgotten, it was Josh Schofield!  What does that tell you? 

HAPPY HAWKS  

In the early days, the McGann brothers  
looked after the team’s transport. Their 
horse, which pulled the wagonette of 
players to the away games, was regarded 
with great affection by the team. After one 
post-match celebration, several players 
decided to give the horse, which was 
stabled at the New Inn, now The Coach & 
Four, an extra generous helping of oats. It 
ate its fill. And it was some considerable 
time before the poor animal was up to 
pulling the team coach again. It is believed 
that Wilmslow’s next away match had to be 
cancelled because of the unavailability of 
the horse. 
 
One of these fixtures in the 1890’s was 
against Altrincham who, like Wilmslow 
were struggling to cope with the loss of 
players to Rugby League. Indeed, in 1898 
the Altrincham Guardian noted that the club 
was struggling and may not survive. It did 
survive, however, in the form of  Altrincham 
RLFC, which also folded, for lack of money 
in 1905. 
  
The Rugby League was founded in 1895, 
at the George Hotel in Huddersfield, which 
closed down two years ago, because 
players needed to be paid in lieu of time off 
work. The nail in the coffin was the RFU 
rule that no club could collect entrance 
money to pay these players. 200 clubs 
either folded or became Rugby League 
teams. Also, the RFU forbid Rugby Union 
clubs to allow any Rugby League players in 
to their premises.  We had a small, but 
could have been large, problem whilst this 
ban was still in force. We had a League 
player (we did not know of course) in our 
team for three seasons in the early 1980’s 
and he was sent off for punching in a 
game.  The ramifications which would arise 
once the matter went to a disciplinary 
meeting did not bear thinking about. It was 
our lucky day. The referee knew him very 
well, as he too had played Rugby League, 
so changed the red card to a yellow.  We 
then had to ask the player to leave the 
Club. 
 
If anyone is interested, the closing of the 
George Hotel in Huddersfield, brought to 
an end the Rugby League Museum there 
and a purpose built new building will open 
in 2020 in Bradford. 



Saturday 24th. February 2018 
North 1 West  

Wilmslow v Altrincham Kersal   

15.  Elliot Rowe                      
 
14.  Harry Patch 
13.     Richard Hughes 
12.     Ethan Harding 
11.   Will Maslen 
 
10.   Ollie Wilkinson 
9.   Sean Street 
 
1.   Jordan Ayrey  
2.   Alex Donaldson 
3.   Robert Taylor (capt.) 
4.   Charlie Gardiner 
5.        Max Wortley 
6.        Seb Pemberton 
7.   Adam Hewitt 
8.   Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Jack Walmsley 
James Nicholson 
Sam Beckett               

John Gardiner 
 
 
 
Jonty Fallows 
 
 
Tim Holloway 
Norman Herring 
 
Nigel Day  
Sue Gardiner 
M2 Recruitment 
Mike Clifford 
M.A.X Funding & Jon Hitch 
John Pemberton 
Robin Gregory 
Iain Milne  
 
 
 
 
Bryn Lewis 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Altrincham Kersal XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR 
SPONSORS 

 
The players and coaches would like to 

thank those organisations and individuals 
who have supported the cause of Wilmslow 
rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  

All the funds raised are directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

If you would like to support the team by 
becoming a sponsor, then please let either 

Mike Blackett or David Pike in on the secret.  
There are players still looking for personal 

sponsors this season. 
 

Jordan Ayrey - Nigel Day 
Nick Barker - David Barker 
Sam Beckett - Bryn Lewis 

Elliot Brierley -  Loves Young Dreams 
Tom Bull -  Barry Fisher 

James Coulthurst - Curtaincraft 
Charlie Gardiner - Mike Clifford  

Ben Day -  Concept Group 
Alex Donaldson - John and Sue Gardiner 

Jonny Evans -  John Folds 
Ethan Harding - Jonty Fallows 
Adam Hewitt -  Robin Gregory 

Rhodri Lewis - Martin Cicognani 
Connor Loomans - Terra Nova and Peter 

Turner 
Bob MacCallum - Ian Stewart 

Conor McMurdock - KNH Plumbing 
Seb Pemberton - John Pemberton 

Elliott Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 
Toby Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 

Matthew Shufflebottom - RHS Property 
Services  

Sean Street - Norman Herring 
  Alex Taylor - Iain Milne  

Robert Taylor -  M2 Recruitment 
Josh Whiteley - John Folds 

Ollie Wilkinson - Tim Holloway 
Max Wortley -  M.A.X  Funding & Jon Hitch 

   

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15     J P Singleton 
  
14.  John Coulson 
13.  Matt Geiger 
12.     Callum Robinson 
11.     Joe Kelly 
     
10.     Callum Yates     
9.   Dave Coleman 
       
1.  Alex Faupal 
2.  John Geddis 
3.   Nathan Bailey (capt.) 
4.       Steve Richardson 
5.       Aaron Loftus 
6.       Micah Dyos 
7.       Paul Mallaband 
8.       Andrew Frost 
 
Subs 
Ali Berryman 
John Dodd 
Matt Tully 

TODAY’S REFEREE 
 

 

 

 

James Brown 

      LIVERPOOL & 

                       MDRURS 

 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 3rd. March  
 North 1 West 

WOLVES V WARRINGTON 

The Wolves next away game is on 
10th. March at Northwich 

 
NORTHWICH RUFC 

‘Team of the Town’ 
MOSS FARM, FIRDALE RD., 

NORTHWICH CW8 4BH 
 

Exit the M56 at the Altrincham 
turn off and take the left turn at 

roundabout onto the A556 towards 
Chester.  Keep on the A556 until 
you cross the river Weaver and 

immediately afterwards turn right 
into School Lane.  At the end of 

School lane, turn right into Chester 
Rd. (A559) and continue until you 
turn left in to Moss Rd. (B5374).  
The first turn left is Moss Lane, 

which you take, cross over Firdale 
Rd and into the Moss Farm leisure 

complex.   

https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_IfpZJrMZ_lYEelkUTQRWG6W9c6PNLZ4KVKEyeSQ1oPVEcRqGDTFUZBRVbL4HnJy_&trk=public_profile_tc-view

