
Club President 
 
CHRIS GEORGE 
 
Welcomes 

STOCKPORT 

Fixtures and Results 2017 - 18  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Cotton Traders  

Championship 

 Hawks  

Halbro 4 East  
 

September 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

CARLISLE 
Altrincham Kersal 
WATERLOO 
DOUGLAS (IOM) 
St. Benedicts 

W 
W 
W 
W 
L 

 WIRRAL 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 
Preston GH 3 
ROSSENDALE 

W 
HWO 
W 
W 
W 

 Broughton Park 
TRAFFORD MV 
Glossop 
Manchester 
DUKINFIELD 

D 
AWO 
HWO 
W 
W 

October 7 
14 
21 
28 

STOCKPORT 
 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 

  Macclesfield 3 
 
 
LYMM 

  Stockport 
 
HEATON MOOR 
Ashton on Mersey 

 

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

Warrington 
NORTHWICH 
 
Burnage 

  Stockport 
VALE OF LUNE 
Rochdale 
PRESTON GH 3 

  NORTH MANCHESTER 
Altrincham Kersal 
 
BURNAGE 

 

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

BLACKBURN 
Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
 

  Rossendale 
Macclesfield 3 

  Hope Valley 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Trafford MV 

 

January 6 
13 
20 
27 

Waterloo 
Douglas (IOM) 
ST. BENEDICTS 
Stockport 

  Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 
VALE OF LUNE 

  GLOSSOP 
MANCHESTER 
Dukinfield 
STOCKPORT 

 

February 3 
10 
17 
24 

VALE OF LUNE 
 
Rochdale 

  Rochdale 
 
Preston GH 3 
 

  Heaton Moor 
 
ASHTON ON MERSEY 

 

March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

WARRINGTON 
Northwich 
 
BURNAGE 

  Rossendale 
MACCLESFIELD 
 

  North Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
Burnage 

 

April 7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Blackburn 
MANCHESTER 
Carlisle 

  Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 

  HOPE VALLEY 
Littleborough 
BROUGHTON PARK 

 

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : Preliminary League C 

September 3 
10  
17 
24 

Macclesfield 
WIDNES 
Blackburn 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

W 
D 
W 
HWO 

 February 4 
11 
18 
25 

  

October  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
Fylde 
BOLTON 

  March 4 
11 
18 
25 

  

November 5 
12 
19 
26 

   April 8 
15 
22 
29 

  

December 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

 
January 7 

14 
21 
28 

      

This afternoon we welcome Stockport to The Memorial Ground for the first time since 2003.  We lost 15-21 
on that April day and then a week later were decisively beaten at Headlands Road.  Before that the only 
other time we have come up against them this century was back in 2000.  So we didn’t see much of them in 
the ‘noughties’ and we have to go back to the 90s to remind ourselves that Wilmslow/Stockport meetings 
had always had the ingredients of a fiercely contested derby match.   If you want to know when we last had a 
win against them, you’ll have to get Barry Fisher to dig deeply into his archives but he’s in Spain somewhere 
today.  
 
It’s a great honour for me personally as Wilmslow president to welcome our friends from Stockport as I 
used to play for Davenport back in the very old days.  I recall the derbies between our two clubs back in the 
70s and 80s, when Wilmslow were generally in the ascendancy.  More recently Stockport have enjoyed the 
“professional game” at National 3 North level and for a couple of seasons, only a few years ago, held down a 
place in National 2 North.  The trouble at that level is that when sponsors dry up and the cash disappears, so 
do the players and it becomes difficult to sustain higher league rugby.  It looked really bad for them last 
season but I’m one of those who is delighted to see them back on their feet this season with former Sale 
Sharks second row Dean Schofield as player/coach doing by all accounts a good job for them. 
 
I have many happy memories of playing at Port, from early Felons Days when Dave Coleman and then 
Stuart Burtenshaw coached a great Colts side, of playing against Leicester before the first team game at 
Welford Road and drawing 16-16 and losing narrowly 12-16 to a Llanelli touring side, sporting five Welsh 
U19 internationals. 
 
Last week, we lost to a renewed St Benedicts side who had been reinforced by five players returning from 
the Rugby League season.  Nor did it help that we were missing four or so of our best players for one reason 
or another.  In the end, we lost by the single point when they scored a try in the last minutes of the game.  
We’d been in front up to that point despite being put under increasing defensive pressure for much of the 
second half.  Going to Cumbria has always been a tricky business and I guess we won’t be the last this 
season to find St. Benedicts a handful on their own sodden field. 
 
It was pretty sodden here at The Memorial Ground as well but that didn’t put Adam Taher and his Vikings 
side off their stroke one little bit.  They got off to a flyer with an Elliot Rowe penalty after just three minutes 
and after soaking up a bit of pressure from their Rossendale opponents, they ran in seven tries, three of 
them going to the aforesaid Taher and two to his front row colleague Tommy Wilkinson.  What on earth is 
happening when two front row players score five of your seven tries.  Even Jack Walmsley, the third front 
row, I’m told, got to within a tinker’s fart of a touchdown.  That would have been quite something, all three 
front rows on the scoresheet.  Time was when a front row wasn’t expected to get the ball in their hands, 
never mind run with it!  Well done boys, let’s have more of the same. 
 
At the last home game Jonners and Kerry got their guitars and song sheets out entertaining all at the club. I 
understand birthday boy Rob Taylor, after downing a yard of ale (most of it down his shirt!!) led the singing 
– enough said!!  I look forward to Jonners and Kerry keeping up the Craic this week by playing again. 
 
Finally, let’s look forward to a good competitive match.  I may have a foot in both camps but much as I wish 
Stockport a good season, I don’t want it to be today.  A win for the Wolves against the ‘auld enemy’ will do 
me just fine.  Enjoy a good afternoon. 

Following the 
conclusion of 

the Preliminary 

League season 
during which 

each team plays 

each other once, 
the organising 

seeding 

committee will 

select the 

conference 

leagues. 
 

The Colts also 

have a League 
Cup competition 

and the Cheshire 

Colts Cup to 

compete in. 



The Artisan League N1W Forecasts  
Sp o ns o re d  by  T h e  A r t i sa n  M eat  C o m pa n y  

 

 
 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

Saturday 
30th 
September 
2017 
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Bar Steward H H A A H H H 19 107   H H H A A A H 

Basher H H A A H H H 19 101   A H H H A H H 

Beer Keeper H H A A H H A 16 86   H H A A H H A 

Braveheart H H A A H H H 19 107   H H H H A H H 

Chicken Sarney A H H A H H H 19 87   H H A A A H H 

Dick D & Mutley H H A A A H H 22 101   H H H A A A A 

Draichgoch H H A A A H H 22 112   H A H H A A H 

Fiery Basher A H A A A H A 22 110   H A H A A H H 

Flying Scot H H H A A H H 19 98   H A A H A H H 

H A H H A H H H 19 109   H H A A A H H 

Jonty H H A A A H H 22 98   H A A H A H H 

Kiwi A H H A A H A 19 106          

Millie 29 H H A A D H A 16 101   H H H H H H H 

Nob H H A A H H H 19 101   H A H A A A H 

Pilgrims H H A A H H A 16 95   H A H A A A H 

Red Gauntlet H H A A A H H 22 104   H H H A A H H 

Romulus & R H H H A H H H 16 98   H A H A A H H 

Shakey H H A A A H H 22 104   H A A H A H H 

Super Ted H H H A A H H 19 101   H H H A A H H 

Uncle Fester H H A A A H H 22 101   H A A A A D H 

Results A H A H A H H    Points        



NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2017- 2018 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wolves Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Vice Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Adam Taher 
Vikings Team Manager 
 
Hawks Captain 
 
Hawks Team Manager 
 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2017-18 
 

Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Artisan Meat Co :  Barrington Sports :  Barry Fisher : 

Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants  

Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  
Loves Young Dream : M2 Recruitment :   

Maxwells of Wilmslow : Mike Clifford 
Modac Global : Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth :  

On Point Developments : Peter Turner 
P J Design : Printerland  

RHS Property Services : Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  
Stig : Terra Nova School : The Vets’ Place :  
The Wilmslow Half Marathon: Tim Holloway 

Wilmslow Preparatory School : TSG Properties  
TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass  
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

 

Flooring and Carpeting : Furniture 
Student Accommodation : Refurbishment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andy Vassell wishes the Wolves and all Wilmslow 

RUFC teams a successful 2017/18 season.  
 

Proud to  
sponsor  
Ben Day  

for the Wolves  
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concept FF & E Ltd., Unit 2, Adelaide St 
Macclesfield, SK10 2QS 

Tel : 01625 432608, M : 07710 574449 



 

more from Conor McMurdock and overall the work rate of the whole side had just been at a different level to their 
opponents.  
 
 Jones himself commented afterwards that attendance at training was up, that a number of promising youngsters were 
putting in the effort, testament the number of debuts so far this season, and with the Vikings now winning well, there was 
clear evidence that if you train, get fit and put in the effort, the results will come.  Is there some real competition for places 
in the first two sides now developing, I wonder. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A WILMSLOW CASSOULET  STOCKPOT 
 
This recipe will make for a very tasty and satisfying supper.  For four people, 
you’ll need: 4 duck legs, 100g bacon lardons, 200g sliced garlic sausage, large 
can of haricot beans, 1 sliced celery stick, 1 peeled and chopped onion, 1 
chopped carrot, 6 whole peeled garlic cloves, small can of plum tomatoes, 
2tbsp of either olive oil, goose fat or duck fat, 1 tsp mixed herbs, seasoning 
and chopped parsley. 
 
Start by piercing the duck legs, sprinkling them with salt and roasting at a 
high heat in the oven for about 30 minutes.  The idea is to brown them and 
to crisp the skin a bit.  You’ll also get some duck fat which you can use in 
the recipe.  Remove from the oven and set aside in a slow cooker until you 
have the rest of the stock pot ready. 
 
Now sweat the lardons and garlic sausage in a pan with the duck fat.  Add 
the onion, celery stick, carrot and garlic cloves and soften for five minutes. 
Next, add the tomatoes, the beans, the herbs and about 400ml of chicken 
stock.  After another five minutes, transfer everything to the slow cooker 
with a decent portion of chopped parsley. 
 
Set the cooker to come on at about 2.00pm for about four hours by which 
time everything should be done. 
 
If you’ve got enough duck fat left over, then slice some large Marais Piper 
potatoes into about 5ml - 10ml thick discs, roll them around in the fat, 
season them with salt, pepper and chopped garlic and pop them into a 
medium oven.  Remember to give them plenty of space on a baking tray so 
that they brown and roast evenly.  You could also throw in a few chopped 
mushrooms at the latter stage of cooking and finish with a good sprinkling 
of fresh chopped parsley. The potatoes should be done in about 30 minutes 
and will go nicely with the stockpot.  
 
The dish has its origins in the south of France where it is known as ‘Le 
Cassoulet de Castelnaudary’, unless you’re in Toulouse where they use their 
own sausages and call it ‘Le Cassoulet de Toulouse.  Castelnaudary is not far 
from Carcassonne and Toulouse so the favourite wine to accompany this 
will be a Southern Rhone or Languedoc red wine.  There are plenty to 
choose from so just ask the man in Majestic, if you’re in any doubt, for his 
recommendation.  Personally, I’d go for a St. Chinian, which should have a 
hint of the ’garrigue’ about it.  ‘Garrigue’, that’s the scrubby bit which 
borders the vineyards and contains all sorts of herby vegetation which some 
how will leave its trace in the finished wine.   
 
 
 

Act as a 
positive role 
model to  all 
players. 
 
Abide by the 
RFU’s Child 
Protection 
Guidance in 
relation to 
verbal and 
emotional 
abuse.  
Remember that 
children play 
primarily for 
their own 
enjoyment not 
that of 
spectators. 
 
Acknowledge 
good play, 
effort and 
performance 
irrespective of 
team or player.  
Shout ‘for’ 
players not ‘at’ 
them.  Never 
ridicule a 
player. 
 
Respect match 
officials’ 
decisions even 
if they appear 
to have made a 
mistake.  
Remember they 
are volunteers 
too. 
 
Never verbally 
abuse players, 
coaches, match 
officials or 
fellow 
spectators.  
Such abuse 
can create a 
negative 
environment for 
players, which 
their behaviour 
will often 
reflect. 

 

Explicitly calling 
the opposition 
team’s touch 

judge a b 

cheat  
because you 
disagree with 

him over where 
the ball went 
into touch, 

whether or not 

it was in touch 
at all or  

who the throw 
has been 

awarded too is 
forbidden. 

 
Abuse of 
Match Officials 
 
Code of 
Conduct 
regulations 
state that a 
person shall not 
abuse, threaten 
or intimidate a 
referee, touch 
judge or other 
match official, 
whether or not 
on the field of 
play.  Crude or 
abusive 
language or 
gestures 
towards officials 
is not permitted. 
 
Abuse is 
defined as 
individual 
perception of 
personal 
degradation, be 
it mental, or 
physical before, 
during and after 
a game and 
includes verbal 
or physical 
assault, 
intimidatory 
conduct and/or 
racial and 
sexual 
harassment. 
 
Abusive 
behaviour 
affects the 
reputation of 
the club and will 
not be 
tolerated.   

Saturday 23rd. September 2017                                            North 1 West 
Wilmslow 45 – 24 Douglas (IOM) 
Nobody was quite sure what to expect from Douglas (IOM) on their first visit to The Memorial Ground but it soon became 
evident that the Wolves were in little danger of surrendering their hither to unbeaten league record.  They ran in four tries 
in the first half to lead 24 -3 at the break and then shared three tries apiece in the second half.  At 38 – 10 with about ten 
minutes remaining the game was effectively won and whilst two late tries from the Manx men put a gloss of respectability 
on the final score, it was never going to change the outcome. 
 
The Wolves had been expecting a serious challenge from newly promoted Douglas (IOM).  The new boys had started well 
with two solid home wins against Warrington and Northwich, both decent outfits, and had given Waterloo a fair run on their 
sole cross channel appearance so far.  Most of the side that had seen off Northwich, the preceding week, were on the 
plane to Wilmslow.  Reports had indicated that the Manx side possessed a chunky well fed pack of forwards so the 
Wolves’ game plan was to put a bit of width, pace and urgency into their play and to keep the visitors’ pack on the move.  
On a benign early autumn afternoon on a firm grassy pitch with just a bit of spring in it, it worked a treat.  The only 
misgiving was that they didn’t ever really get out of cruising mode and even in the face of some curious refereeing 
decisions the outcome should have been more emphatic than it eventually was. 
 
The Wolves were on the scoreboard within five minutes when hooker Conor McMurdock broke the Douglas line in his own 
twenty two.  He then passed inside to Sean Street and the scrum half sailed all the way down the field, tacking from one 
side to the other and holding off a fragile defence, to score under the posts.  The Wolves continued to dominate play but 
they failed to always control the ball, they dropped passes and passes floated into open space all prevented them from 
adding to their early score.  The visitors soon capitalised on this profligacy to land a penalty after twenty minutes.  The 
second quarter saw the Wolves add three tries in fifteen minutes.  A Bob MacCallum penalty to the corner set up a catch 
and drive finished off by Jordan Ayrey.  Douglas then fouled up a defensive scrum, lost possession and when the Wolves 
released it from the ruck, Street feinted to pass and then was through the gap, like a rat up a drain pipe.  A second kick to 
the opposite corner set up the bonus point winning fourth try.  Quick messy ball from the lineout led to an inside pass to 
No. 8 Alex Taylor, who advanced to within a couple of strides of the Douglas line before being stopped.  The recycled ball 
came back quickly and the Wolves found themselves with acres of room and spare men which enabled centre Ethan 
Harding to run in for the try.  The Wolves then dropped the restart and were on the back foot until referee Mark Hiney blew 
for half time. 
 
The second half started with the Wolves captain and talisman MacCallum dislocating his finger and having to leave the 
field.  Rick Jones shuffled the cards by bringing up Ollie Wilkinson to No. 10, moving Elliot Brierley to full back and 
bringing the veteran Rick Hughes into the centre.  It didn’t seem to disrupt the Wolves over much.  Wilkinson is a decent 
footballer, who you can play just about anywhere in the backs apart from the wing and he settled in seamlessly.  If he 
does have a fault though, it’s a tendency to throw highly ambitious long flat passes, which are susceptible to being 
intercepted by an alert defence.  If you’re chasing a game with ten minutes to go, then it’s a high risk strategy which is very 
effective when it comes off but if you’re comfortably in control and twenty points ahead, I’m not so sure.  An interception is 
just what happened.  The Wolves managed to get back to tackle the Douglas runner just short of the line but referee Hiney 
saw something, which nobody else did, and to howls of protest awarded a penalty try. 
 
There was no panic though as the Wolves soon hit back and from a five yard scrum, Street broke away before slipping the 
ball to Alex Taylor, who made it for try No. 5.   
 
The sixth followed straight from the restart when Street set off again and gave debutant winger Will Maslen a chance to 

stretch his legs.  Maslen , a former colt, has a reputation for having a bit of gas about him, coupled with good passing skills 
and decision making.  Whenever he got the ball he made ground and kept it alive.  When it was recycled left ten yards or 
so short of the Douglas line, it gave Hughes the chance to break through.  The next bit of good news for Rick Jones was 
the goal kicking of the versatile Conor McMurdock.  He’ll play anywhere to get a game and he practices assiduously.  His 
hooking must have been fine, his lineout throwing OK and with three out of three his goal kicking couldn’t have been 
improved upon.  On this showing, the No. 2 shirt could be in his possession for a while, even though there at least three 
credible contenders for it when they’re all available.   
 
The game was now clearly won but that was to reckon without Douglas winger Nick Brooker, who caused the Wolves 
defence no end of problems when he picked up any loose ball kicked to him, particularly in the final quarter.  On several 
occasions, he ghosted through from deep without hand being laid upon him and deservedly got two tries for his side.  One 
of them was from a clear knock on by a Manx forward in the lineout after a misdirected Wilmslow throw.  It went unnoticed 
and after several plays Brooker was there for the final pass and touchdown. 
 
The Wolves still had the last word from a ‘tap and go’ with livewire Street racing through for his third try and they were on 
the Douglas line seeking to bring up the fifty when referee Hiney brought proceedings to a close. 
 
Nevertheless, there was still something of a hollow feeling afterwards.  An early start so that the Manx men could get to 
the airport on time for the only available flight home without even having time to shower and change left the clubhouse 
strangely empty at a time when it would normally have been buzzing.  Jones had been forced to make a handful of 
changes and felt that his side had got stuck for long portions of the game in second gear.  On the plus side, there had 
been an exciting debut from Will Maslen, Sean Street had looked sharp and back at his best, you couldn’t have asked for 



ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2017 - 18 

       

Jordan Ayrey 6 1    5 

Nick Barker 3      

Sam Beckett 1      

Elliot Brierley 4 2    10 

Tom Bull 3 2    10 

Kevin Burge-Jones 1      

James Burgess 1      

James Coulthurst  4 3    15 

Ben Day 3 1    5 

Alex Donaldson 1      

Jonny Evans 1      

Charlie Gardiner 2      

Ethan Harding 5 1    5 

Adam Hewitt 6      

Richard Hughes 3 2    10 

Rhodri Lewis 3      

Caleb Loomans 2      

Connor Loomans 4      

Bob MacCallum 5   4 12 36 

Will Maslen 1      

Jack Masters 1      

Conor McMurdock 3 1   5 15 

Matt Pearson 1      

Seb Pemberton 1      

Toby Rowe 1      

Matt Shufflebottom 5      

Sean Street 5 4    20 

Adam Taher 2 1    5 

Alex Taylor 6 6    30 

Fergus Taylor 1      

Robert Taylor 6 1    5 

Josh Whiteley 4 2    10 

George Witham 2 1    5 

Ollie Wilkinson 4      

Max Wortley 4      
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2017/18 

Standing Figures’ Northern School 
pair of bronzes by Austin Wright, 

just sold for a local  
estate for £4,100 

William Turner oil painting of 
Capesthorne Hall sold for £2900 

 
This season’s Garner or Ghana Cup, 

whichever you prefer, has been arranged 
by David Barker at Prestbury Golf Club  

 
It’ll be in the same format as the last one 
with very much the same cost. The menu 

will also be the same -  gammon, egg, 
peas and chips  

 
And finally, the date for this very popular 

event will be 3rd. May 2018. 
 

Please let David know if you wish to 
participate. 

 
pottiebarker@hotmail.com 



 

 

 
Last weekend saw the start of a shake up in the league.   
 
The surprise of the round was Wilmslow’s defeat at St. Benedicts but perhaps it wasn’t as much as a surprise as you 
might imagine.  After four heavy defeats, there had clearly been a call to arms in Whitehaven to restore the town’s 
pride and with the Rugby League summer season coming to an end a number of proven performers were able to step 
forward.  If the conditions were anything like those at Wilmslow, then there would have been low slung clouds coming 
in off the Celtic Sea, spitting down their venom as the Wolves coach crept round the fringes of the Cumbrian fells into 
Whitehaven, like tinkers knocking at the gate.  Add to all of this a long wet grassy pitch with a Cumbrian referee 
officiating and it had ambush written all over it.  In the event, the rain cleared in Whitehaven to reveal a bright sunny 
afternoon but the pitch was every bit as wet as you would expect after a good soaking.  
 
Other sides, still to visit them will have taken note of this result and none of them can now make the trip without some 
foreboding.  As ever though, so much will depend on the players available on any particular weekend for the Cumbrian 
side and also their strength when having to travel. 
 
Nor was Waterloo’s success at Stockport a big surprise.  The Blundellsands outfit had been building a head of steam 
ever since the start of the season and but for a pair of missed penalty kicks would have been unbeaten going to 
Stockport.  They could easily be en route for a quick return to the national Leagues. 
 
Nor should we forget fourth placed Northwich, who on a miserable afternoon, just imagine the state of the Moss Farm 
pitch, saw off Blackburn by scoring two tries and a second half penalty.  Burn were no pushover but Northwich were 
always the more likely of the two.   

 
And that leaves Vale of Lune who are still raking in the points both on the field and in 
the league, all alone at the top of the league with a 100% record.  Clearly, they’re now 
the form side and will fancy their chances in a fortnight when the Wolves are next to 
visit Powderhouse Lane.      
 
Carlisle 18-41 Vale of Lune 
Carlisle have had a tough start to the season with away fixtures here at Wilmslow and 
Stockport and then having to take on Vale a fortnight ago.  With three of the front 
runners now out of the way for a while, they can now look forward to some easier 
looking fixtures, at least on paper that is. 
 
Against Vale, they played determinedly and ended up with three tries to their credit, 
two of them at the end in time added on.  Vale were already home and dry at that 
stage and were visibly cooling down.  Nevertheless, despite several changes to the 
Vale squad, their players looked sharp, inventive and fit.  With over thirty players now 
attending training regularly, that’s hardly surprising and when they got into gear in the 
second half, Carlisle didn’t really have any answers. 
. 
As half time approached, scores were tied at 8-8 until winger Damon Hall broke free 

for the second of his three tries.  Vale then came alive.  Full back 
Chris Ramwell scored the third just after half time, a bit of artistry from 
Fergus Owens then put Hall in for his third and Vale’s fourth try and 
two more followed from No. 8 Sam Wallbank.  Dan Holmes, Mark 
Foster and Jack Freshwater score for Carlisle.  
. 
Vale of Lune 60-12 Altrincham Kersal  
Once again, Damon Hall was the star of the show against AK with six 
tries to his name following in the footsteps of Fergus Owens at Kirkby 
Lonsdale back in 2010/11.  Hall now has 139 points from five games.  
It was another excellent showing from Vale with players achieving 

their full potential, full of confidence and plenty of good running off the ball to support the ball carrier, gushes Stuart 
Vernon. 
 
AK were in immediate trouble at the opening scrum and it took only three minutes for Hall to bag his first try from an 
interception.  There was to be no let up from Vale as they scored nine tries in all.  Apart from Hall, who also kicked five 
conversions and a penalty, the other Vale scorers were Evan Stewart, Chris Ramwell and Ollie Jacques.       
 
Today’s meeting between Waterloo and Vale at Blundellsands has a season defining look about it and it’s still only the 
first week in October. 



Cotton Traders Championship  

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Lymm 2 5 5 0 0 214 64 150 20 0 

Vale of Lune 2 5 3 0 1 159 66 93 17 0 

Wilmslow 2 5 4 0 0 203 31 172 16 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3 4 1 0 2 32 156 -124 10 0 

Rossendale 2 4 2 0 1 93 57 36 9 0 

Rochdale 2 5 1 0 4 62 144 -82 8 0 

Wirral 2 4 1 0 3 79 142 -63 7 0 

Stockport 2 4 1 0 3 41 139 -98 7 0 

Macclesfield 3 4 0 0 4 64 148 -84 4 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Ashton on Mersey 1 5 4 0 0 139 36 103 20 0 

Littleborough 3 5 3 0 1 135 118 17 17 0 

Heaton Moor 2 5 3 0 2 201 120 81 14 0 

Stockport 3 5 3 0 2 134 121 13 14 0 

Glossop 3 5 2 0 2 80 73 7 14 0 

Dukinfield 2 5 2 0 2 102 130 -28 14 0 

Hope Valley RFC 1 5 2 0 3 200 91 109 11 0 

Manchester 3 5 2 0 3 120 170 -50 11 0 

Wilmslow 3 5 2 1 0 150 38 112 10 0 

Burnage 3 4 2 0 1 83 57 26 9 0 

North Manchester 2 4 2 0 1 86 102 -16 9 0 

Trafford Metrovick 3 5 0 0 4 50 121 -71 8 0 

Altrincham Kersal 3 5 1 0 4 61 244 -183 8 0 

Broughton Park 4 5 0 1 3 47 167 -120 5 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Macclesfield  4 3 0 1 116 44 72 2 0 

Widnes  4 2 2 0 120 75 45 3 0 

Blackburn 4 2 1 1 108 73 35 2 1 

Wilmslow  4 2 1 1 61 45 16 2 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  5 2 0 3 32 68 -36 0 0 

Fylde  5 1 0 4 88 117 -29 2 1 

Bolton 4 1 0 3 41 144 -103 0 0 

Sale Sharks Leagues -  Division 4 East 

Senior Colts Preliminary League - C  

The ramifications of the Stokes 
affair has the potential to go far 
beyond the confines of an 
unedifying brawl outside a Bristol 
night club at 2.30am. on a Monday 
morning. 
 
Not only does the ECB have to 
work out what to do with the 
players concerned but it also has 
to consider the impact on its 
sponsors. 
 
For example, the agreement with 
Royal London, who sponsor the 
fifty overs side, is now up for 
renewal and the episode won’t 
have done the game’s image any 
favours.  Whether Royal London 
also sponsor cricket or cricket 
clubs  at local grass root level, I 
don’t know. 
 
If we switch across to rugby, we 
find Old Mutual heavily involved at 
national level and no doubt they 
would take a dim view of any 
similar misbehaviour by England 
rugby players. 
 
Old Mutual are also involved in 
supporting the game at grass roots 
level.  The Douglas web site is 
heavily festooned with Old Mutual 
and we ourselves have just 
recently concluded an advertising/
sponsorship arrangement with 
Prestbury based Old Mutual 
Private Wealth. 
 
There were several factors helping 

us, including their MD’s family 
connections with Wilmslow RUFC 
but, make no mistake, Old 
Mutual’s involvement with the RFU 
at national level provided a very 
solid foundation for our 
discussions. 
 
Clear evidence that player’s 
conduct and the image  they 
create is important, not just at the 
highest levels. 
 
It follows that organisations 
sponsoring the highest levels of 
the game are obviously 
sympathetic towards it and it would 
make sense for a club such as 
ours to explore whether there are 
other organisations sponsoring 
higher level rugby, Sale Sharks 
included, with whom we have any 
connection. 

Saturday 30th. September                                     
North 1 West 
St. Benedicts 20 - 19 Wilmslow 
Having travelled through driving rain all the way up to Cumbria, we arrived at St. 
Benedict’s in glorious sunshine, although their ground was very wet and there 
was standing water in parts, reports Barry Fisher. 
 
Their team had been strengthened from previous weeks by the return of five 
players from rugby league, a scrum-half and other backs. Their pack was big and 
heavy and we were struggling in the scrums. 
 
We started well and within ten minutes, a loose ball was picked up by Alex Taylor 

and was passed to the backs. Rick Hughes spotted a gap and ran forty yards to 
the try line unopposed. This was converted by Conor McMurdock. 7-0 
Ten minutes later, good handling by backs and forwards culminated in a try by 
Conor, which he converted. 14-0 
 
Thirty minutes in, we let them in for a soft interception try by Steve Woods, which 
they failed to convert. 14-5  
 
Wilmslow were awarded a penalty and the ball was kicked in on the five metre 
line and our favourite move created a try by Alex Taylor. Conor failed to convert 
19-5. 
 
St. Benedict’s were pressing hard and were given a penalty for not releasing the 
ball, in front of the posts. Converted by Kurt Maudling. 19-8 Half time. 
 
The second half was a different story and we were under pressure and were 
losing cohesion, particularly when Tom Bull was given a yellow card. This proved 
costly, as we were pressing on their line and failed to capitalise, being held up 
over the line and losing the ball after the following scrum. 
 
Their heavier pack kept up the pressure and they scored a try by winger Andrew 
Middleton, which was converted.  
 
From then on, it was damage limitation and we defended pick and drive, pick and 
drive for the last ten minutes of the game. Eventually, the pressure told and 
Kristian Wood went over in the corner, to much cheering from the home crowd. 
19-20. 
 
We were not at our best and missed Bob MacCallum whom, I hope, will soon be 
fit again.  St. Benedict’s will now be hard to beat on their own ground with already 
a stronger team than in previous weeks becoming even better with three more 
players due to return soon.  . 

Saturday 30th. September 
Cotton Traders Championship             Vikings 40 - 5 Rossendale 
Sale Sharks League 4 East                  Hawks 41 - 5 Dukinfield 
 
Sunday 1st. October  
Halbro NW Colts League - Preliminary C 
                                                               

 Preston GH 3 0 - 55 Vikings 
In recent seasons, the Vikings have 
been on the wrong end of some heavy 
defeats against Preston Grasshopper 
sides, so this was a win to put a smile 
on their faces. 
 
The Vikings were led by Kevin Burge-
Jones, in the absence of Adam Taher, 
Several players were returning to the 
colours.  Newcomers to senior rugby 
Seb Pemberton, Jordan Wilson and 
Connor Rutherford, carrying no 
negative baggage from previous 
encounters, were in the pack.  Sam 
Beckett, hamstring mended, was on 
one wing and newcomer Fergus Taylor 
on the other.  With the cricket season 
now over, the Rowe brothers, Elliot 
and Toby were also back on the rugby 
field. 
 
Hooker, Tommy Wilkinson scored 
three tries in the first half from a 
dominant Vikings lineout.  By all 
accounts, Wilkinson is holding his 
hand up, which will not have escaped 
Rick Jones’ notice.  The other first half 
score came from Toby Rowe. 
 
For a while, the Vikings conceded too 
many penalties in the second half but 
once they got going again five tries 
followed from Elliot Rowe (2), brother 
Toby, Rob Herriott, another Wilmslow 
cricketer, and finally Kevin B-J. 
 
Adam Taher’s report noted quite a 
change in the Hoppers’ third team 
personnel from recent seasons.  
Apparently something to do with pitch 
allocation for this match.  Their first 
and second team’s however are still 
doing well so there doesn’t appear to 
be an overall malaise at Hoppers.  

Adam’s  full report is on the web site. 
 
 
Last Sunday was a blank weekend for 
the Colts but they’d been unable to 
raise a side to go to Kirkby Lonsdale 
the week before so let’s hope that they 
will have a full team to visit Fylde 
tomorrow.. 

Will Maslen after making his 

debut for the Wolves against 

Douglas (IOM) 
Max Wortley 



 

 

 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

Saturday 30th. September 2017                                            
Cotton Traders Championship 
Wilmslow Vikings 40 -5 Rossendale 
With the Wolves away from home, getting mugged on a 
Whitehaven banana skin, it was the ideal opportunity to cast an eye 
over Adam Taher’s hitherto unbeaten Vikings team.  Wilmslow’s 
second string now lie third in the Championship table and could 
possibly have been even higher if they hadn’t reneged from their 
fixture against a resurgent Vale of Lune, now just above them, 
earlier in the month because of player unavailability.  Word has it 
that the Vikings possess a number of promising young players, who 
were close to pressing for selection to the Wolves. 

 
On the day though, the most influential player on the field by a 

country mile was their 
enigmatic captain Adam 
Taher, certainly not one of 
the youngsters.  His twenty 
stone chassis and front row 
position belies an enviable 
turn of pace, coupled with no 
little footballing skill and a 
shrewd rugby brain.  Taher 
helped himself to three of the 
Vikings’ seven tries, was 
involved in just about 
everything else that 
happened on the pitch and 

also assumed kicking duties when fly half Elliot Rowe looked to have tweaked a 
hamstring.  His third try was a master class of everything he had to offer.  The 
Vikings were awarded a penalty near to halfway, three quarters out to the right.  
Taher stepped up and instead of plonking the ball into touch as anybody else 
would have done, he looked around to see what options there were, signalled to 
his left winger Tom Raynor and planted a cross kick straight into his arms.  
Raynor was off but his inside scoring pass to No. 13 Pearson didn’t go to hand, 
no matter, Taher was across to collect the loose ball and to bulldoze any 
opponents out of his way.  His team mates really couldn’t have asked for 
anything more from their inspirational captain. 
 
Not far behind him was his hooker, Tommy Wilkinson.  Three years ago, when 
he graduated from colts rugby, he was still a bit of a lightweight in adult rugby 
and found it tough going.  Not now.  In the intervening period, he has developed 
into a real combative presence, a reliable thrower of the ball at the lineout, solid 
in the scrum and a force around the field.  He scored two tries, the first a 
powerful solo effort from twenty five metres or so which seemed to have the 
Rossendale defence transfixed and the second a competent touch down from a 
catch and drive. 
 
The Vikings’ other two tries were scored by scrum half Chris Spencer who took 
full advantage of a second half breach in the Rossendale defence, which was so 
wide that it resembled the parting of the Red Sea in biblical times, and by Tom 
Raynor, who was a threat every time the ball came his way.  One couldn’t help 
feeling though that he could have had more than just the one touchdown, if he’d 
really pinned his ears back when opportunity beckoned.  Others to stand out on 
a wet afternoon were No. 8 Jack Masters and the veteran Charlie Levings. 
 
The Vikings though were always the more incisive of the two sides and, whether 
in the forwards or at half back with Chris Spencer and Elliot Rowe or out wide, 
looked to have more options.  It was a day when everyone on the side 
contributed at some stage or another. 
 
Clearly there are players in the Vikings, who will grow into authentic first team 
players and as the season progresses some of them will get their chance at the 
higher level.  For now, team manager Bryn Lewis will want to keep the winning 
run going.  A return to the reformed Cotton Traders Premiership next season is 
not out of the question but that’s a significantly higher level of rugby for these 
players to come to terms with.   
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As Barry Fisher’s half page focuses on his memories of, is it Stockport or Davenport in the distant 
past, I’ll just restrict myself to the present and more recent past.  We haven’t played Stockport since 
April 2003, when we got beaten 43 -17.  It was at a time when Wilmslow made occasional visits to 
North 2 West and promptly got ejected back down to SLC1 again.  It was probably the club’s worst 
ever season, winning only two of their twenty two league matches.  Not until 2008/9 did Wilmslow 
manage more than one consecutive season at this level. 
 
Stockport meanwhile went up to North 1 in 2006/7 for what turned out to be a one season taster 

before going up again in 2008/9.  The finished second in National 3 North in 2009/10, lost their play off and made no 
mistake the next season when they won that league.  That though was as good as it got.  After two seasons, they were 
back in National 3 North.   
 
After a promising start to the season with straight wins against Blackburn, Manchester and Carlisle, the Dean Schofield 
led Stockport may have been feeling good about themselves and their prospects for the season.  It’s early days still, so 
too much shouldn’t be read into the draw at Altrincham Kersal a fortnight ago and their defeat at home last week to 
Firwood Waterloo.  Just straws in the wind perhaps as two of their wins were against newly promoted sides and 
Blackburn are not likely to be more than a reasonable mid table team.  Waterloo was a real test of their standing though, 
today could also provide another pointer as to their real strength and then they still have Vale of Lune away in November 
and Northwich at home in December to navigate themselves through.  What we can say with some certainty is that 
they’re a much improved outfit from last season and are now getting back into the habit of winning games.  Only one loss 
to date is not a bad position to be in. 

 
They then face St. Benedicts at home but which St. Benedicts will it be.  After our 
experience in Whitehaven last week, we shall look on with interest to see the side 
that emerges from West Cumbria.  Will it be the one that’s full of dual code 
players, available once again for the fifteen a side game, that they put out against 
us or will it be the side that got slaughtered by Waterloo two weeks ago?  
 
Consequently, today’s game is also equally significant for this Wilmslow side as a 
measure of their true worth against one of the stronger side’s in the league.  . 
 
A fortnight ago, Stockport dropped their first points of the season in drawing 22 
each at Altrincham Kersal.  A deserved draw in the end, reported their scribe 
Richard Hope.  Stockport were making just too many errors early on, he wrote, 
from which AK centre, Kashley Watkins, scored a hat trick of tries to have his side 
22 - 10 to the good at one stage in the second half.  Stockport then got into the 
driving seat, AK were yellow carded to 14 and conceded a penalty try when a 
drive was pulled down and then at the last after a series of drives on the AK line 
managed to put Joe Wilson in for the score which tied it up.  Stockport were 
probably the stronger of the two sides with Schofield making his presence felt but 
it was one of those days for them when too many chances went begging and that 
allowed an improving AK side to stay in the game.  A good competitive and 

entertaining game was the consensus. 
 
And then last week Waterloo visited Headlands Road for what Mike Atkinson said 
turned out to be Stockport’s sternest test of the season yet.  Waterloo have been 
steadily improving all season and only lost here because they missed their penalty 
chance with the final kick of the game.  It seems that Stockport’s problem was 
getting their hands on the ball, at least in the first half.  Waterloo dominated 
possession to score three tries for a 17-0 lead at the break.  Tries came from 
flanker Alwyn Watkin Williams (he scored against Wilmslow as well), centre Tai 
Tupou and Andrew Adams.  
 
With more possession in the second half Stockport got back into the game with 
some good driving play from their pack and equally good running from their backs.  
An early penalty set up a catch and drive finished off by Hooker Andy Broadhurst, 
converted by Tom Eaton but from the restart they concede a three pointer to 
Waterloo.  Further pressure from the visitors gave them their fourth try through 
their forwards, scored by Liam Launders for 27 - 7 on 55 minutes   
 

With ten minutes still to play, Dean Schofield ran thirty metres to score out wide for Stockport, Eaton converted but 
despite maintaining their momentum, they were unable to add any further scores in the time remaining. 
 
Both teams will be keen to get back to winning ways again so we can look forward to a keen contest which has the look 
of one that could easily go either way 

STOCKPORT RUGBY CLUB 

What happened 

next? 



 
 
  

THE 

BRITAUTUMN INISH & IRISH  

LIONS  
 

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Friday 8 September 
FALCONS 19.45pm 

 
Friday 15th. September 
LONDON IRISH  8.00pm 

 
Friday 29th. September 
CLOUCESTER 8.00pm 

 
Friday 27th. October 

CHIEFS  19.45pm 
 

Friday 24th. November 
SAINTS  8.00pm 

 
22/23/24 December 

BATH 
 

05/06/07 January 
QUINS 

 

 

AUTUMN INTERNATIONALS 

                            Barbarians at Twickenham 
                   4th. November     New Zealand 

England at Twickenham 
11th. November              Argentina                   
18th. November               Australia                      
25th. November                 Samoa                         

Scotland at Murrayfield 
11th. November                Samoa  
18th. November       New Zealand 
25th. November              Australia 

Ireland at The Aviva Stadium 
11th. November       South  Africa   
18th. November                       Fiji  
25th. November           Argentina  

Wales at The Millennium Stadium 
11th. November              Australia  
18th. November               Georgia  
25th. November       New Zealand 
 2nd. December          South Africa 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


League North 1 West 

2017-18 

League Fixtures & Results—2017/2018 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal          22-22    9-36 

Blackburn           10-31 18-28   

Burnage       35-36 42-7    31-34   

Carlisle         64-0  18-41    

Douglas IOM   16-27    36-24     22-10   

Manchester        63-24  15-24     

Northwich  15-0          33-23   

Rochdale  13-19  20-29   17-33        

St. Benedicts 9-41     12-28        20-19 

Stockport  32-20  38-19         14-27  

Vale of Lune 60-12  58-17   66-12         

Warrington      32-0         

Firwood Waterloo 31-33    39-23    76-0      

Wilmslow    34-18 45-24        35-33  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Altrincham Kersal v 

Rochdale 

 

Blackburn v Burnage 

 

Carlisle v  

Warrington 

 

Firwood Waterloo v 

Vale of Lune 

 

Manchester v  

Northwich 

 

St. Benedicts v  

Douglas (IOM) 

W
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 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Vale of Lune 5 5 0 0 256 69 187 25 5 0 

Wilmslow 5 4 0 1 169 104 65 21 5 0 

Northwich 5 4 0 1 141 111 30 20 4 0 

Firwood Waterloo 5 3 0 2 206 105 101 19 7 0 

Stockport 5 3 1 1 130 103 27 18 4 0 

Warrington 5 3 0 2 127 104 23 15 3 0 

Burnage 5 2 0 3 152 151 1 14 6 0 

Altrincham Kersal 5 2 1 2 117 158 -41 12 2 0 

Carlisle 5 2 0 3 148 133 15 10 2 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 5 2 0 3 121 145 -24 9 1 0 

Manchester 5 2 0 3 118 158 -40 9 1 0 

Blackburn 5 1 0 4 67 119 -52 5 1 0 

St Benedicts 5 1 0 4 41 228 -187 4 0 0 

Rochdale 5 0 0 5 81 186 -105 1 1 0 

 

2017-18 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

 

Specialist in Domestic  
Extension and  

Design 
 
 

Paul Sheridon  

Tel. 07969 790075 
psherid@btconnect.com 

 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes 
the Wolves every  

success in 2017-18 

WRUFC is once again supporting Wooden Spoon, the children’s 
charity of rugby founded in 1983 to help improve the lives of disabled 
children locally. 
 
The Wooden Spoon Charity focuses on providing funding to 
organisations across the UK such as specialist schools, other 
charities and community projects that give support, treatment or 
respite care to children with disabling or life-limiting medical 
conditions or who are living in areas of severe social deprivation. 
 
Wooden Spoon has become one of the largest UK funders of respite 
and medical treatment centres, 
sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and 
community-based programmes.  So far grants exceeding £22 million 
to 600  projects have been made, helping over 1 million young people 
and children in need.. 
 
In October 2011, Wooden Spoon was awarded the IRB Spirit of 
Rugby Award and as such is the first and only charity to receive this 
accolade. 
 
Every single penny a regional volunteer group raises for Wooden 
Spoon stays in that community and funds causes and projects local to 
them.  The club will look to raise funds for Wooden Spoon over the 
course of this season.  

 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT : Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 



For those of us of older years, Stockport Rugby Club will always be Davenport Rugby Club. 
They played in Handley Road very nearly in Davenport, before moving to their present set-up 
in Bramhall in1964 and changing their name to Stockport in 1992. Many of their older 
members were upset by the change of name, particularly an ex Manchester Referee, Terry 
Caro, who resigned on the spot. 
 

I remember their old clubhouse. It was something of a barn, with a wooden bath and an 
antediluvian hot water boiler, so I was pleased when they moved.  
 
Another memory from my first game was buying a raffle ticket after the game from a 
fellow called Roly Fenwick and my ticket came out of the hat. Fenwick said, “I can’t let 
a Wilmslow man win,” and pulled out another ticket. Also mine, so he had to give me the prize, whatever it was. 
 
Despite our rivalry, I had some good friends at Davenport; Graham Roberts, Hugh Oldham, David Coleman, Colin 
Kynnersley, (who came to coach us for a while) and John Bolt, to name but a few. I see John at the golf club and he 
always reminds me that I broke his tooth in a late tackle, but I wasn’t late, of course, I got there as soon as I could.  I 
played one game, as a guest, for them. It was New Year’s Day and we didn’t have a game, so Stewart Carr asked me if I 
would play for them, so I turned out against their bête noir, Heaton Moor – from whom Davenport had broken-away in the 
1920’s. It was a filthy game in all respects and I was pleased to get home without injury, after a 3-3 draw. 
 
I am very sorry I am not here today. I stupidly booked a ten day holiday in Spain, forgetting to look at the fixtures; there is 
even a blank Saturday next week. I suspect our very important Cheshire colleague, Martin Wroe, will be here so, if you 
are Martin, sorry to miss you. However, your second-row partner at Liverpool University, Jon Hitch, will be here to look 
after you. 
 
This game used to be played for the Koenan-Middleton Trophy, a sheep’s head on a plaque, if I remember rightly. It is 
now lost, so we are just playing for points in the League. It was named after two stalwarts of the clubs, Ashley Koenan 
and our own Vaudrey Middleton, who were both larger than life characters. They were both on the Cheshire Committee 
and, together with Eric Loader, from New Brighton; Norman Steel, from Birkenhead Park and Col Noden, from Sale, ran 
the County, deciding on all matters. I suspect, without recourse to the rest of the Cheshire Representatives.  

 

 

 

Our thanks go to former Wilmslow player Dan Hargreaves of Shoosmiths for sponsoring 

today’s game. 

 

       Shoosmiths are all purpose solicitors with eight offices all  

       over the country.  Dan specialises in ’real estate’ working 

       from their Manchester office. 

 

       We hope that they and their guests enjoy their visit to    

       Wilmslow Rugby Club.  They are all very welcome.    

 

It’s with great sadness that we report the death of John Holland.   

 

For many years, John was Ground and Buildings Chairman at the club and in that role 

he managed the demolition and rebuilding of the changing rooms back in the 1990s.  

He was also a stalwart of the Junior Section. 

 

  We pass our condolences to his widow Nicky and his family.  The funeral will be on 

24th. October.   Further details still to come. 



Saturday 7th. October 2017 
North 1 West  

Wilmslow v Stockport   

15.  Ben Day                      
 
14.    Will Maslen 
13.  Elliott Brierley 
12.    Ethan Harding 
11.  James Coulthurst 
 
10.  Bob MacCallum (capt.) 
9.  Sean Street 
 
1.       Jordan Ayrey 
2.       Tommy Wilkinson 
3.   Robert Taylor 
4.   Matt Shufflebottom 
5.       Tom Bull 
6.       Adam Hewitt 
7.   Charliw Levings 
8.   Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Alex Donaldson 
Seb Pemberton 
Ollie Wilkinson                             

Concept Group 
 
 
Loves Young Dreams 
Jonty Fallows 
Curtaincraft 
 
Ian Stewart 
Norman Herring 
 
Nigel Day  
 
M2 Recruitment 
RHS Property Services 
Barry Fisher 
Robin Gregory 
 
Iain Milne  
 
 
 
 
Tim Holloway 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Stockport XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR 
SPONSORS 

 
The players and coaches would like to 

thank those organisations and individuals 
who have supported the cause of Wilmslow 
rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  

All the funds raised are directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

If you would like to support the team by 
becoming a sponsor, then please let either 

Mike Blackett or David Pike in on the secret.  
There are players still looking for personal 

sponsors this season. 
 

Jordan Ayrey - Nigel Day 
Nick Barker - David Barker 

Elliot Brierley -  Loves Young Dreams 
Tom Bull -  Barry Fisher 

James Coulthurst - Curtaincraft 
Charlie Gardiner - Mike Clifford  

Ben Day -  Concept Group 
Jonny Evans -  John Folds 

Ethan Harding -  Jonty Fallows 
Adam Hewitt -  Robin Gregory 

Rhodri Lewis - Martin Cicognani 
Connor Loomans - Terra Nova and Peter 

Turner 
Bob MacCallum - Ian Stewart 

Conor McMurdock - KNH PLumbing 
Matthew Shufflebottom - RHS Property 

Services  
Sean Street - Norman Herring 

  Alex Taylor - Iain Milne  
Robert Taylor -  M2 Recruitment 

Josh Whiteley - John Folds 
Ollie Wilkinson -  Tim Holloway 

Max Wortley -  M.A.X  Funding & Jon Hitch 

   
  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15     Joe Wilson 
  
14.  Jack Wilson 
13.  Rory Austin 
12.     Mike Kabiubskyj 
11.     Mark Keane 
     
10.    Tom Eaton       
9.  Dudley Southern 
       
1.  Tom Gardner 
2.  Andy Broadhurst  
3.  Will Hirshwood 
4.       Matt Lawrowitsch 
5.       Marc Benson 
6.       Simon Green    
7.       Kieran Hibbs (capt.) 
8.       Dean Schofield 
 
Subs 
Jordan Hill 
Varundev Sambhi 
Tom Duffy 

TODAY’S REFEREE 
 

Ben Moore 

North West Federation 

& 

Liverpool Society of Referees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

28th. October 
North 1 West 

Wolves v  Rochdale 

On the 21st. October, the Wolves 
make the well worn trip up to 

Lancaster to play high flying Vale 
of Lune. 

 
VALE OF LUNE, 

POWDERHOUSE LANE, 
LANCASTER LA1 2TT 

 
Head up the M6 to take the A683 

exit towards Lancaster, turning 
right off the slip road.  As you enter 
Lancaster, you come to the one way 
system, which is always snarled up 
with traffic.  Go round it and take 
the A683 across the river Lune.  
Keep heading North towards 

Carnforth on the A6 until you see a 
sign for the B5321 towards 

Torresholme.  Powderhouse Lane 
is about a mile and a bit along this 

road on the right. 
 

Good parking at Vale and a good 
lunch if you’re invited.  


