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Welcomes 

CARLISLE 

Fixtures and Results 2013 - 14  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Bateman Premier 

  Ravens 

Raging Bull 4S 

Developmentals  

Raging Bull 3S  
 

September 7 
14 
21 
28 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 
Leigh 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Broughton Park 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Sandbach 
STOCKPORT 
Fylde 
CALDY 

W 
L 
L 
L 

 Anselmians 
HEATON MOOR 
Sandbach 
GLOSSOP 

L 
W 
W 
W 

 MACCLESFIELD 
 
LINLEY & KIDSGR’E 
Old Bedians 

W 
 
W 
W 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

WIDNES 
Wigton 
VALE OF LUNE 
WIRRAL 

L 
W 
D 
L 

 Preston GH 
VALE OF LUNE 
Burnage 
SEDGLEY PARK 

L 
D 
W 
L 

 Broughton Park 
HOPE VALLEY 
Wirral 
CHRISTLETON 

L 
W 
L 
aba 

 TRAFFORD METRO 
Buxton 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Northwich 

awo 
L 
Hwo 
L 

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

ALTRINCHAM KERS 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 
Warrington 
CARLISLE 
Kendal 

W 
L 
L 

 Chester 
Birkenhead Park 
ALTRINCHAM K’SAL 
Macclesfield 
SALE 

L 
L 
W 

 St. Edwards OB 
Bowdon 
WARRINGTON 
Winnington Park 
FIRWO’D WATERLOO 

L 
L 
L 

 LYMM 
OSWESTRY 
Crewe & Nantwich 
WINNINGTON  
Moore 

 

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

LEIGH 
Liverpool St. Helens 

     Heaton Moor 
SANDBACH 
 

   
Linley & Kidsgrove 

 

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

BROUGHTON PARK 
Widnes 
WIGTON 

     Glossop 
BROUGHTON PARK 
 
Hope Valley 

  OLD BEDIANS 
Trafford MV 
 
BUXTON 

 

February 8 
15 
22 

Vale of Lune 
Wirral 

     WIRRAL 
Christleton 
 

  Broughton Park 
NORTHWICH 

 

March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Altrincham Kersal 
Birkenhead Park 
 
WARRINGTON 
Carlisle 

     ST. EDWARDS OB 
BOWDON 
 
Warrington 
WINNINGTON PARK 

  Lymm 
Oswestry 
 
CREWE & N’WICH 
Winnington Park 

 

April 5 
12 
19 
26 

KENDAL 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

     Firwood Waterloo 
ANSELMIANS 

  MOORE 
Macclesfield 

 

Senior Colts (U19s) and Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Senior Colts League : Division B  Junior Colts League : Division C 

 Seniors  Juniors   Seniors  Juniors  

1 Sep 
8  

15  
22 
29 

Rochdale 
ANSELMIANS 
 
Southport 
K LONSDALE 

W 
W 
 
W 
W 

5 Jan 
12 
19 
26 

Marple 
NEWCASTLE (STAFFS) 
Liverpool St Helens 
 

  
Liverpool Collegiate 
FIRWOOD W’LOO 
K LONSDALE 
Eccles 

 
Fylde 
MANCHESTER 
 

 
W 
W 
W 
L 

 

6 Oct 
13 
20 
27 

Tarleton 
MARPLE 
Newcastle (Staffs) 
Crew & Nantwich 

W 
W 
L 
W 

2 Feb 
9 

16 
23 

 
ROCHDALE 

 LEIGH 
 
FYLDE 

 L 
 
C 
 

 

3 Nov 
10 
17 
24 

LIVERPOOL S H 
Anselmians 
CREWE & N’WICH 
County Cup Rd. 1 

W 
D 
W 

2 Mar 
9 

16 
23 
30 

  Manchester 
LIVERPOOL COLL 
Firwood Waterloo 
County Cup Rd. 1 

 L 
W 
hwo 

 

1 Dec 
8 

15 
22 
29 

SOUTHPORT 
Kirkby Lonsdale 
 
TARLETON 

 6 Apr 
13 
20 

  Kirkby Lonsdale 
ECCLES 
 
Leigh 

   

After Christmas 
this league splits 

into two seven 
club 

conferences,  
determined by 
whether you 

finish the first 
half of the 

season in the 
top or bottom 

half of the 
league.   

 
 

Today our visitors to The Memorial Ground are Carlisle, a warm welcome to all who have made the trip down the M6. 
 
Carlisle arrive at Wilmslow on the back of a strong, hard fought local derby battle against Wigton last weekend, when 
they ran out the victors, 24 – 10, at home to take the valuable league points that went with it.  If the various match 
reports are anything to go by, the battle lines will be drawn between the two packs of forwards and at fly-half with 
Carlisle’s Glen Weightman and our own Bob MacCallum!   I notice from the programme notes for the same match last 
season that both Wilmslow and Carlisle held 1st and 2nd position in the Top 10 League Try Scorers table with 11 and 
10 respectively for Ben Day and Paul Lancaster, unfortunately neither side currently hold a place in that particular 
table this season although Glen Weightman is amongst the Top 10 League Kickers. 
 
With honours last season going Carlisle’s way, they hold the balance of power in matches against Wilmslow since 
1994, currently standing at 8-5.  We start today just ahead of them in the league; they will have noted Wilmslow’s 
indifferent recent form, albeit against the three top of the table sides and Warrington, unbeaten at home for nearly two 
years an for our part, we’ll have noted their indifferent form away from home.  A win is extremely important for both 
teams today, particularly as each weekend seems to throw up an unexpected result or two…let’s see what today 
brings! 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I mentioned the importance of having the right Attitude when approaching a task or challenge, 
this referred to Steve Diamond’s comments about the improved start to the season that Sale Sharks had had….this 
has unfortunately stalled a little in the recent month!  He was saying that with the right skills, ability and attitude then 
results are likely to come; we saw this easily demonstrated last week on two separate, but slightly related occasions.  
The first being the seemingly complete change in attitude, and performance, that Stuart Lancaster’s England side 
arrived at Twickenham with to face the, almost, all conquering All Blacks.  Whether it was the memories of the last 
time they played or that they were up against the World Champions, who is to know? What I believe we saw was a 
completely different mind-set to the way they approached the Australians and Argentinians in the previous weeks, 
despite all the pre-match hype; there was a much greater intensity and determination to speed up the recycling of the 
ball at the break-down, not allowing the All Blacks to get set. In fairness it does take both teams to produce a game of 
such intensity, pressure and excitement and, despite coming up slightly short, England did show what they are 
capable of, if they put their minds to it. 
 
The other example; same sport, slight different league, was Wilmslow’s game last week at Warrington. For reason 
best found in the depths of the club’s recent history, Wilmslow have often played better against the teams higher up 
the league.  Warrington were 4 points below.  In this league that doesn’t mean a lot at this stage and on a ‘cricket 
square’ of a pitch both sides came out to play fast open rugby, running from anywhere on the pitch.  With parity in the 
set pieces, no wind, few penalties and few handling errors, the result was 9-try match with Warrington shading it 33-
24. The main difference was Warrington’s rugby league heritage which they demonstrated has a lot to offer its union 
counterpart in terms of support play and lines of running.  It was interesting to read Jeremy Guscotts’ comments this 
week that too much of a league influence can have a tendency to slow down recycled ball, allowing defences more 
time to organise themselves and the emphasis on having to do ‘moves’ every play has the propensity to stifle the 
player’s natural attacking fluency and the ‘off the cuff’ rugby, we see in the leagues every weekend; he particularly 
mentioned the inherent skills of Brown, Twelvetrees, Ashton and Foden, who play ‘naturally’ for their clubs but seem 
to be restrained at International level.  From an English perspective, if that’s how they play in the Six Nations and they 
come up with the goods, we will congratulate them whichever way they play! 
 
So back to today, let’s hope Wilmslow can shake off the past two weeks and get back to winning ways again, I’m sure 
though that the Carlisle players and supporters will have other ideas! 
 
I still have never visited their ground which I will rectify after Christmas. By all accounts, they are a well-run community 
club with, following serious flooding in Carlisle, a rebuilt clubhouse, which has become a busy social centre.     
 
Finally, I’d like to thank John Halman, Philip Chadwick and everyone at Gascoigne Halman for sponsoring today’s 
game.  They have over thirty guests, many of them well known to us over the years.  They are all very welcome and 
we hope we have a decent autumn afternoon for them to enjoy the game and the club’s facilities. 
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Nigel Day 
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Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Mike Black 
Vice Captain 
Ben Day 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Craig Cooper 
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TBA 
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Matt Potter 
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Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       
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SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2013-14 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Allied Corporate Finance : Artisan Meat Co : 

Barrington Sports : Beauchamp Charles  
Bengal Tiger Lily : Bluemantle : Byrom plc : Calder 

Peel : Chapel Interiors 
Clare & Illingworth : Country Home Furnishing : 
Creative.co : easyfish  First Leasing Corp : Gas-

coigne Halman  gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography :  

Gusto Alderley Edge : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : 
John Holloway : JW Financial Planning : Kinsella 

Tax 
Lee Floorstok   

Lymm Truckwash    
M2Recruit : Maxwells of Wilmslow : Morris Homes : 

Modac Global : Motrax   
P J Design   

Printerland.co.uk : Red Hall 
S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Spencer Hunt : Stigs Barbers Shop   
Sue Fisher : The Farmers Arms : The King William 

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Wilmslow Preparatory School : TWP Wealth : Vision 

Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



Saturday 9th. November                                                          North 1 West 
Wilmslow 8 – 39 Birkenhead Park 
Birkenhead Park hadn’t been seen at The Memorial Ground for twelve years.  Back then they had arrived in January top of 
the league and on their way to promotion but they were temporarily held up by a Wilmslow side who took the spoils by a 
single point.  It was one of only two defeats they suffered that season.  Once again they were top of the league and had 
suffered only one reverse early this season away at Kirkby Lonsdale.  Could the present Wolves side do what their 
predecessors had done? 
 
For just over sixty minutes, the game was in the balance.  Park were leading by 15-8 but Wilmslow had been on the attack 
for several minutes and had forced a lineout on the Park line.  It looked the ideal opportunity for a catch and drive to level the 
scores and who knows what might have happened then.  Park though interfered illegally with the catch and were penalised 
by referee Daniel Taylor.  Wilmslow had the choice of setting up another lineout in the same position or to go for goal.  There 
were still seventeen minutes on the clock so they opted for the latter.  Unfortunately, Bob MacCallum was having a very rare 
off day and his kick went wide.  From the drop out, the Wilmslow forwards failed to take the ball and suddenly Park were 
racing down the field on the left, they recycled right and finding the home defence in disarray, it became an easy score for 
them.  Instead of fifteen all, it was 8-22 to Park.  The wheels then just fell off the Wilmslow chariot as Park ran in three late 
tries to emerge as comfortable winners. 
 
They had always, of course, been favourites and to have had any chance of an upset, the Wolves had to achieve parity, 
where Park were known to be strongest, in the scrum.  It was immediately clear that that wasn’t going to be the case and 
although the Wolves scrum did stabilise after a poor start, it always seemed that Park could tighten the screw whenever they 
wished.  With the powerful Park forwards dominant and with first phase possession from a retreating scrum, the Wolves 
spent most of the last hour on the defensive.   In rugby it is so often the case that the more powerful side will win the game in 
the last quarter when their opponents run out of puff, are simply worn down and start falling off tackles.  In recent weeks, 
Park have employed the same tactics to the same effect against Widnes, one of only two sides anywhere close to them in 
the league standings, Wigton and now Wilmslow.  Next up for them are Wirral, the other title contender, and it’s hard not to 
see Park putting them to the sword.  Physically, they’re a big chunky side with decent positional strength all across the team.  
They’ve worked out a style which they know will work for them and ultimately the Wolves didn’t have the answers or more 
importantly the power to break them down.    
 
All around the ground, there was the sound of thunder, dark ominous clouds and heavy rain but Wilmslow itself remained an 
oasis of mild autumn weather.   Nevertheless, Park took their time to settle making early unforced passing errors, which 
allowed the Wolves to counter attack vigorously.  After just five minutes, a series of errors by both sides, dropped passes, 
turnovers and missed tackles opened up the way for Lawrence James to score for Wilmslow.  A poor kick out of defence by 
Park was taken in midfield by Wolves winger Sam Cutts, who forced his way down the middle before crisp passing put 
James on his way.  He still had a lot to do but he does know the way to the line and he won’t stop unless he’s brought down 
decisively in the tackle.   
 
The visitors continued to stutter despite forcing the Wolves to defend deeply but from a break out, still in the first quarter,  the 
Wolves missed another cast iron opportunity when the ball was dropped on the line.  At that stage, they were enjoying a 
spell in the Park half of the field and on twenty two minutes MacCallum landed a penalty to put the home side 8-0 to the 
good. 
 
It didn’t take long though for Park to start putting things together.  Another Wilmslow scrum was disrupted and a penalty, 
which was put into the corner, conceded.  From the lineout, the Park forwards drove but when they were held up the ball 

came back for Gavin Scott to come in off his wing for the first Park try.  Only stout defence prevented Park from adding to 
their score in the remaining minutes of the first half. 

 
Apart from a brief interlude on 
around the hour mark, the 
second half was all Park.  
Another Wilmslow scrum was 
soon shoved backwards for 
Dan Rich to get the equalising 
penalty.  A drop  out followed 
from which Park moved the 
ball left and then right again 
before fly half Rich ghosted 

through the defensive line to put his side in front for the first time on fifty five minutes and then in the last five minutes, with 
the smell of a win up their nostrils, the power and pressure they had exerted for nearly an hour just told on the home side.  
They scored three tries, almost it seemed at will from full back Greg Hughes, substitute Lewis Williams and scrum half Sam 
Chidley.  Whatever the Wolves tried in this last quarter proved of no avail.  Park were solid at the restarts, giving nothing 
away.  They were impressive in their ability to kick the ball into the unguarded spaces of the Wilmslow half and above all 
they demonstrated the virtues of patience and waiting until the gaps opened up for them. 
 
Perversely, Wilmslow should not be unduly disheartened by the score line.  Seventeen points leaked in the last five minutes  
will, of course, have been disappointing but in a game of ‘ifs’, what would the outcome have been if a second try been scored 
from at least two opportunities or if a couple more penalties been converted when the game was still wide open.  Three of 
the Wolves’ four defeats have been at the hands of the three sides making all the running, some way ahead of the rest.  
They now have a series of matches against mid table sides and have the potential to take something from all these games.      



Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

easyfish in Chapel Lane  
WISHING WRUFC AND ANDY VASSELL A  

SUCCESSFUL SEASON 

 

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


Batemen BMW Premier league 

Raging Bull Leagues : Division 4 South 

Raging Bull Leagues : Division 3 South 

Saturday 9th. November 

Birkenhead Park 26-20 Vikings 
Bowdon 24-6 Developmentals 

 
Saturday 16th. November 

Vikings 37-13 Altrincham Kersal 
Developmentals 12-34 Warrington 

 
Six tries and a convincing first half display 
ensured the Vikings of victory over Altrincham 
Kersal, writes James Andrews. 

 

A blistering start from Wilmslow set them on the way 
to victory over Kersal, who rallied after the break, but 
were unable to prevent the Vikings from pushing on 
to grab the win.  Right from the off, Wilmslow’s backs 
were gaining ground, and their reward soon came 
when Adam Taher scored after only four minutes of 
play.  A tricky conversion was missed, but this early 
lead set the tone for the match. 

 

Maintaining the fast pace of the game, the Vikings 
moved the ball well to advance past the strong Kersal 
defence.  After a series of attacks, Tom Rayner 
collected the ball out wide and slid past the last man 
to dot down.  Finding themselves 10-0 down, AK 
improved, and demonstrated some skilful play to 
worry Wilmslow’s defence. 

 

Wilmslow dominated the next ten minutes, with solid 
play in both the line-out and the scrum. Kersal’s 
winger found the ball and did manage to break away, 
causing a slight scare for Wolves but was pushed into 
touch.  Following this, a series of rucks from the 
home team led to a deserved try.  A successful kick 
placed Wolves in a commanding position of 17-0, yet 
Kersal were not down and out by any means. 
Wilmslow had to summon some forceful tackles to 
prevent Kersal from scoring, and a penalty right at 
the end of the half gave Altrincham their first points of 
the afternoon. 

 

Both sides began the second half well, but it was the 
Vikings who switched the ball around to score a 
penalty and Tom Rayner’s third try of the day.  Kersal 
showed periods of authority, including a good spell in 
the middle of the park. However, when possession 
was with Wolves, they used it well with Gareth Tait 
spotting a gap to touch down and up Wilmslow’s tally 
to 30-3. 

 

A tipping point in the second half occurred with 
Kersal camped in Wolves’ half.  Five metres from the 
try line, the Vikings had a player yellow carded for not 
releasing the ball.  This gave Kersal a fresh impetus, 
and their powerful play merited a try, which they 
gained in the 71st minute when Whyley headed for 
the corner to score. Unfortunately for Kersal, their 
efforts came too late, it seemed the match was 
already won in the first half. 

 

Still a man down, Wilmslow scored a spectacular try 
after Adam Taher ran a good 75 metres to complete 
a great solo try.  With the conversion right between 
the posts, the kick was never in doubt and gave 
Wolves a 29 point lead. 

 

Altrincham attacked for one last time and re-asserted 

themselves to allow Shields to dart through and give 

Kersal another try. For Wolves though, their 

controlling play left the result in no doubt, and they 

will take great pleasure from their impressive team 

effort. 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Preston Grasshoppers  11 11 0 0 554 150 404 44 0 

Caldy  11 10 0 1 419 181 238 41 0 

Fylde Wanderers  11 8 0 3 551 204 347 35 0 

Macclesfield  11 8 0 3 476 262 214 35 0 

Stockport  11 8 0 3 274 249 25 35 0 

Sedgley Park  11 7 0 4 432 207 225 32 0 

Chester  11 6 0 5 278 299 -21 29 0 

Sale  11 5 0 6 301 277 24 26 0 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  11 4 0 7 216 435 -219 23 0 

Wilmslow Vikings 11 3 1 7 222 438 -216 21 0 

Burnage  11 2 0 9 237 372 -135 17 0 

Sandbach 11 2 0 9 191 417 -226 17 0 

Vale of Lune  11 1 1 9 202 442 -240 15 0 

Altrincham Kersal Cougars  11 1 0 10 186 606 -420 14 0 

 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Bowdon 2nd XV 11 10 1 0 476 113 363 42 0 

Firwood Waterloo 3rd XV 11 9 0 2 433 178 255 38 0 

Warrington 3rd XV 11 8 0 3 342 228 114 34 0 

Broughton Park 3rd XV 11 7 0 4 368 175 193 32 0 

Wirral 3rd XV 11 6 1 4 274 302 -28 30 0 

Christleton 10 6 1 3 300 174 126 29 0 

Anselmians 2nd XV 11 6 0 5 253 326 -73 29 0 

St Edward's O.B. 2nd XV 11 5 1 5 273 200 73 26 0 

Winnington Park 2nd XV 11 4 0 7 335 284 51 23 0 

Heaton Moor 2nd XV 11 3 0 8 175 321 -146 20 0 

Wilmslow 3rd XV 10 4 0 6 243 240 3 17 -5 

Sandbach 3rd XV 11 2 0 9 140 567 -427 17 0 

Hope Valley 11 2 1 8 177 353 -176 16 0 

Glossop 3rd XV 11 1 1 9 86 414 -328 14 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Moore 2nd XV 10 8 0 2 381 145 236 34 0 

Broughton Park 5th XV 11 8 0 3 290 146 144 34 0 

Trafford MV 3rd XV 10 7 1 2 361 176 185 32 0 

Crewe and Nantwich 3rd XV 10 6 0 4 199 195 4 28 0 

Oswestry 2nd XV 10 6 0 4 205 205 0 27 0 

Lymm 4th XV 9 5 0 4 328 236 92 24 0 

Buxton 2nd XV 11 5 0 6 233 239 -6 24 0 

Macclesfield 4th XV 10 4 1 5 182 223 -41 23 0 

Old Bedians 2nd XV 10 4 0 6 246 201 45 22 0 

Northwich 3rd XV 10 4 0 6 184 302 -118 22 0 

Wilmslow 4th XV 9 4 0 5 67 116 -49 19 0 

Linley & Kidsgrove 2nd XV 10 3 0 7 131 353 -222 19 0 

Winnington Park 3rd XV 10 0 0 10 128 398 -270 9 0 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you to  

THE FARMERS ARMS 
in Chapel Lane 

Largest choice of beers in 
Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 

NORTH 1 WEST LEAGUE STATISTICS 
AFTER MATCHES PLAYED ON 26TH. OCTOBER 



Wolves Appearances and Point    

Scorers : 2013 - 14 

       

Jordan Ayrey 9      

Mike Black 11      

Mike Clifford 9 2    10 

Craig Cooper 10      

Hugo Corbett 3      

Sam Cutts 11 2    10 

Ben Day 9 5    25 

Jack Harrison 4      

Max Harvey 7 2    10 

Adam Hewitt 7      

Richard Hughes 10      

Simon Irving 11 1    5 

Lawrence James 11 6  4 10 62 

Lee Jackson 1      

Rick Jones 1      

Alex Kaihau 6      

James Keys 2 1    5 

Harrison Lewis 7      

Bob MacCallum 5 1  9 2 36 

Olly McCall 2 2   1 12 

Simeon Meek 9 3    15 

Johnny Newsham 3      

Tom Page 3      

Matt Pearson 3      

Toby Rowe 2      

Andy Walker 11 2    10 

Jack Walmsley 11      

Ollie Wilkinson 8      

Charlie Wilton 2      

Dan Wright 7      
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Saturday 16th. November 2013                                         North 1 West 
Warrington 33 – 24 Wilmslow 
Despite scoring four well crafted tries, the Wolves were forced to give way to a Warrington side, which scored five of their 
own, in a positive, open and entertaining game.   
 
Throughout the afternoon but particularly in the second half, Warrington showed their rugby league heritage by putting on 
a master class in offloading and recycling to retain continued possession of the ball for long periods.  Hardly once did they 
drop a pass or allow themselves to be turned over at the rucks.  In rugby league, they have the sixth tackle rule but no 
such restriction applies in rugby union, where referees can implement the ‘use it or lose it’ regulations.  Warrington had 
these down to a fine art and in the face of such efficiency, Wilmslow had no answer.  Inevitably, as they struggled to get 
hold of the ball, they got themselves penalised, which merely allowed the home side to strengthen their grip on 
proceedings, and there was always the danger that tackles would be missed as the pressure mounted.  Living on scraps 
of possession, Wilmslow took to hoisting the ball downfield to get some territory from where to launch their own attacks.  
The tactic would have been fine if the ball had gone into open spaces but it didn’t and was merely hovered up by the 
Warrington back three, who just ran it back up the field again.  In every other aspect of the game, the sides were well 
matched.  Neither had any advantage in scrum or lineout and both looked dangerous in their contrasting styles with the 
ball in hand. 
 
And yet, despite their difficulties, the Wolves still came to within fractions of salvaging the game in the last few minutes.  
First a touchdown by Toby Rowe, chasing a well placed kick from Ollie McCall was harshly ruled out by the referee, who 
was the only person on the ground to judge that the ball had first gone dead and then in the last play of the game, 
enterprising play had taken the ball to the Warrington line, only for the last pass to be spilt.  That alone probably summed 
up the difference between the sides.  Wilmslow were always fallible in possession, when they had any, Warrington weren’t 
as they protected what they had as though it were their life savings. 
 
The Wolves were first out of the starting blocks.  A powerful trade mark surge down the centre from left winger Sam Cutts 
nearly yielded a try in the opening play and then on six minutes, number 10 Ollie McCall, thankfully back from injury, 
received good quick ball from the scrum and jinked through the defence for a classic fly half score.  Play ebbed first in one 
direction and then in another.  Warrington centre Jono Smith, with the build of a prop, was nevertheless proving to be a 
handful in mid field, twice nearly putting his support runners away.  As the first quarter drew to a close, the Wolves got 
turned over in the Warrington twenty two as they went for their second try and the home side were soon doing what they 
did best as they created an opening for Joe Baker to level the scores.  Wilmslow then had their best period of the game.  A 
McCall penalty set up a perfect catch and drive position.  Mike Clifford duly did the catching, the rest of the pack the 
driving and scrum half Andy Walker, like the artful dodger, darted over in the corner.  This was followed by a break from 
Craig Cooper out of the Wilmslow twenty two with plenty of support to pass to and eventually from thirty metres out McCall 
found a way through the defence, in a carbon copy of his run thirty minutes earlier. 
 
In the closing moments of the first half, Wilmslow had several narrow escapes.  Smith nearly broke through again and his 
pass when it came was judged to be forward.  Another Warrington move broke down with an over ambitious pass but the 

Wolves couldn’t clear and from an attacking scrum and ruck on the line scrum half Tom 
Wood scored to make it 14-17.   
 
Still everything to play for as the second half got underway with Warrington left winger 
Kevin Jones showing what a menace he could be.  It was no surprise when on the same 
flank Matt Connelly scored a try, imperiously converted from the touchline by Steve 
Pilkington.  The Wolves weren’t out of it yet though as from an increasingly rare sortie, No. 
8 Simon Irving was first held up and then from the following scrum, the Wolves first went 
right and then switched it to hooker Max Harvey on their left, who needed no second 
bidding.  There were still thirty minutes to play and for the next twenty five of them, 
Warrington just took charge, patiently building their attacks as the Wolves were driven 
backwards.  Full back Luke Johnston scored from a quickly taken tap penalty after sixty 
minutes and then five minutes later Jones deservedly got his try.  At 33-24, playing at 
home, the game had effectively been won and lost.  A late flurry of strong running and 
passing from the Wolves looked good but it wasn’t to be sufficient.  

 
If Rowe’s touchdown 
had been allowed, then 
who knows what might 
have happened.  The 
Wolves had travelled to 
Warrington believing this 
was a game they could 
win but it was always 
going to be difficult 
against a side growing in 
confidence with some 

impressive recent 
performances at home.   



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A Successfu l  2013 -  14  Season 

 
17 Of f i ces  throughout   

North Cheshi re and South Manchester  

42 & 52  Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



BEST WISHES 

FOR 2013-14 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 

FOR GENTLEMEN AND 
(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 
 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow Rugby 

Club member by producing either your 

valid 2011 - 12 membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the participating 

retailer’s card to receive substantial 

discounts off listed prices. 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for a 

Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior bookings 

advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 



Saturday 9th. November 
No surprises this weekend.  The top three of Birkenhead Park, Widnes and Wirral all won.  We were only 
about a third of the way through the league programme and already Park were three points clear at the top 
and thirteen ahead of fourth placed Vale of Lune.  Even Wirral in third place were nine points ahead of 
Vale.    
 
At the bottom, Leigh already looked cast adrift and Kersal would soon be in trouble soon if they didn’t 
start winning soon.  It was always going to be difficult for those two away at Vale of Lune and Wirral 
respectively.   
 
And that left the other eight huddled together, none of them with more than five wins and no doubt 
starting to wonder which one would end up doomed in the bottom three.  Last season,  clear water opened 
up very quickly with an obvious group at the bottom but this season it’s more like how it was in 11-12 
when over 50 points were needed to avoid the drop.  Just remember Wigton went down for a season 
having got more than fifty. 
 
Broughton Park 17-15 Kendal 
In torrential rain, thunder and lightening, Park started the brighter but found it difficult to establish control 
in very difficult conditions. In the 8th minute a lovely break from Lancaster found tight head prop 
Carpenter thundering up on his shoulder, who sprinted 20 metres to eventually slide over the line.   
Kendal then came into the game, their big pack controlling the ball well and a sustained attack  brought 
them a converted penalty 20 metres out when Beardmore was adjudged not to have rolled away.  The 
Kendal pack was soon rucking and mauling its way again into Park territory to drive over for a try.    Within 
5 minutes of the re start it was another break by Lancaster that unlocked the visitors defence for an 
excellent score to put Park 14-8 ahead.  Back came the Kendal forwards, Coxen standing out, and on 70 
minutes they got their reward.  Park though managed to get the ball into Kendal areas thanks to a probing 
kick from Ronan O’Brien.  From a drop out by Kendal, park came again and when a defender was 
adjudged to be lying on the ball, O’Brien stepped up to do what he has so often done for Park, who then 
closed out the game in the visitors half.  A bit tough on Kendal at the end but a resolute performance by 
Park in very wet conditions.    
 
Liverpool St. Helens 22—17 Kirkby Lonsdale 
This was definitely a game of two halves played in atrocious conditions.  LSH started well to go 22-0 ahead 
in just over the half hour.  First Greg Smith and ian Stanley exchanged passes for Smith to score, a penalty 
then followed.  On the half hour, Smith and Stanley were again involved as they set up winger Jake Hodson 
and then centre Alex McClurg intercepted and ran 60 metres for their third try. 
 
It was now Kirkby’s turn.  Whilst Stanley spent ten minutes in the sin bin, they hit back with a catch and 
drive from No. 8. Craig Galbraith.  Early in the second half, winger Sam Lafu scooped up a loose ball from 
an LSH mistake to get their second try and the third came on 55 minutes from scrum half Ben Walker. 
 
The remainder of the game was largely a defensive battle for LSH but they managed to keep Kirkby out 
and very late in the game were awarded a penalty 35 metres out.  The touch judges neither raised their flags 
nor lowered them, so the referee awarded the goal and then changed his mind to give Kirkby a drop out.  
Consequently Kirkby got a losing bonus point for their efforts.  And who knows whether that will be 
significant come the end of the season. 
  
Wigton 33-14 Warrington 
The home side were soon in front with a try after five minutes from winger Tom Gardner.  Flanker jake 
Ashall then got Warrington on the board but after that four more tries from Jonathon Charters, Gregg 



Smith, Matthew Atkinson and David Hanabury followed at regular intervals, Charters converting four of 
them.  In reply Matt Rockey kicked three penalties for Warrington but the home side were always stretching 
away. 
 
Saturday 16th. November 
Who’d have thought it?  The mighty Birkenhead Park beaten at home by Wirral, who go top, and Kendal 
edging home by the narrowest of margins against Widnes.  Wigton, so impregnable at home, so fallible away 
lose to near neighbours, by Cumbrian standards anyway, Carlisle and Leigh couldn’t have got closer to 
upsetting LSH’s revival. 
 
Carlisle 24 - 10 Wigton 
A highly intense local derby left with Wigton still seeking to break their bogey at Carlisle.  They started with a 
try by Johnny Charters, after David Hanabury took advantage of a Carlisle error in defence to pass to winger 
Tom Gardner, who in turn off loaded to Charters.  Carlisle though continued to press and two Weightman 
penalties hauled them back to 6-7.  Just before the break for half time, a piece of obstruction on a Wigton 
player was penalised for Greg Smith to make it 6-10.  
 
Carlisle though got into their stride with the wind behind them, their scrum and lineout in charge and 
Weightman pulling the strings.   Weightman kicked his third penalty and then put Barry Earl away to put the 
home side in front.  A turnover  by Carlisle scrum half James Rockes and a quick tap set up the second 
Carlisle try from Jarred Stewart.  At 21-10, the game was now beyond Wigton and Weightman completed a 
profitable afternoon for him with his fourth penalty. 
 
Birkenhead Park 25-32 Wirral 
Park were 22-3 in front after half an hour.  During this period three tries from hooker Stuart Brown (2) and 
No. 8 Dave Ibbotson, accompanied by two conversions and a penalty from Danny Rich threatened to over 
power the visitors but some inaccurate kicking allowed the Wirral back three to hit back with a try from Craig 
Harvey. 
 
An early second half score from Park would probably have killed off the game for them but instead it was 
Wirral flanker Jo Adnams who was next to score.  Danny Rich got a penalty for Park but Wirral had started to 
pick up the tempo with some enterprising rugby.  Park got pinned back in their own half and three tries from 
Ali Baker (2) and James Annetts won the game for Wirral.   
 
Kendal 35 - 34 Widnes 
Both sides were short of first choice picks for this game but it was nick and tuck the whole way with Kendal’s 
winning try by Reece Tomlinson and Andrew Boardley’s conversion coming five minutes into injury time.    
 
Kendal were first to score through Danny Holmes but on the quarter hour Widnes No. 8 Rob Critchley found 
space for a break from the left touchline and when the ball was recycled to the backs centre Dave Welsh did 
the rest.  Kevin Leadbetter converted.  Soon after a further Welsh break opened the way for Paul O’Connor to 
extend Widnes’ lead.  Kendal responded immediately when Dan Lowther was adjudged to have put the ball in 
the corner, not out of play as some claimed, for the forwards to execute a catch and drive.  Both sides then 
had chances but the only score in the period to half tome was a penalty by Chris Park for Kendal. 
 
The second half started with a second Chris Park penalty and ten points from Leadbetter to put Widnes ahead 
again.  An immediate Kendal response saw a second try for Danny Holmes and after a bout of fisticuffs which 
brought yellow cards for both sides.  Park though converted.  Back came Widnes, the lead was restored by yet 
another Leadbetter penalty and when they followed this up with a lineout ploy which enabled hooker Thomas 
Tindall to score, it seemed their job was done.  Park was off injured and his replacement Boardley had the task 
with three minutes to go of reducing the deficit to six points.  He did just that.  Lowther then put the ball into 
the Widnes two, forcing them to concede a lineout.  The home forwards had their dander up and helped by 
two penalties, they drove for the line and Tomlinson came up with the ball.  It was a difficult conversion for 
Boardley but he kept his composure and Kendal had nicked it right at the end.  

Barry Fisher was having a bit of a clear out a few 
weeks ago and came across these three photos from 
1988.  Neither wanting to keep them nor to throw 
them away, he passed them to me with the words 
‘Did I want them?’  Not really I said but somebody 
else might so we decided to scan them for this week’s 
magazine and I’ve kept the originals for the time 
being. 

 

 
The top one shows the U11s after winning a 
tournament at Hoylake.  Does anyone recognise 
who these boys were, they will now be in their mid 
thirties, and whether any of them ever played in 
the senior teams at this club.  
 
The one alongside shows coaches Alan Gardiner 
and Tony Harrison with their U9s after winning 
the mini tournament here that spring.  The boys 
were Edward Gardiner, Andrew Wells, James 
Carr, Daniel Talbot, Andrew Mundy, Robert 
Colin, Ben Marmot, Julian Leigh and James 
Hodson.  The Wilmslow Express said that their 
success would give the club hope for the future.   

 
And who’s the young chap on his own, looking every bit like a future prop 
forward? 
 
Neither Barry nor I recall any of these boys ever playing in the 1st. XV 
here or any of the other club teams for that matter.  Does anyone know 
what happened to the boys in these three photographs?  Did any of them 
go on to have illustrious rugby careers elsewhere or were they just lost 
from the game sometime in the 1990s 
 
Looking back, it was a time when the 1st. XV were in the doldrums, the 
anti competitive sport movement was at its height in what is now the High 
School.  The start of its sporting resurrection was still to be a few years in 
the future.  Not many players came into the senior section from either the 
school or sadly even the junior section.  More years than not around then, 
the club failed to field a colts side.  If it hadn’t have been for numerous 

itinerants from outside the immediate area and the generosity and efforts of several benefactors to keep 
the place afloat, it would have been an even more difficult period.   
 
It wasn’t though until ten years later with the emergence of the ‘Wolves’ that the club started to move on 
from survival mode.  Only Paddy Mulchrone, then press officer, really seemed to appreciate how 
significant this ‘branding’ would be.  Somehow the Wolves image seemed to signal the end of the past and 
the beginning of the future.  All of a sudden, people were seen in the town and around wearing Wolves 
badged kit.  Its acceptance helped to breathe new life into Wilmslow Rugby Club in tandem with the still 
growing Wilmslow Running Club and Wilmslow Half Marathon.  But that’s a story for another time. 
 



AMLIN CUP 

13th. December 
 

OYONNAX 
 

A J Bell Stadium 8.00pm 

 

PREMIERSHIP 

20th. December 
 

LONDON IRISH 
 

A J Bell Stadium 7.45pm 

 
Specialist in Domestic Extension Design  
Paul Sheridon Tel. 07969 790075 

psherid@btconnect.com 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes the Wolves every 
success in 2013-14 

Tony Kersh wishes the Wolves and all 
Wilmslow teams a successful 2013-14. 

 
PO Box 595, Macclesfield 

 SK10 9HF 
Tel : 01625 500090 

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

The Secretary of Cheshire has written to clubs in the County to ask if they 
would wish to host one of this season’s County games. There is a list of their 
requirements and I think we, as they say in the house hunting T.V. shows, 
tick all the boxes, so hope to be considered. 
 
We have hosted County games in the past and I was looking at the Cheshire 
v Northumberland game here this weekend in 1974.  In the Cheshire side, 
there was one player each from Birkenhead Park and 
Chester; four from New Brighton; three from Sale (one 
of whom was Steve Smith, ex-Wilmslow) and no less 
than six from Wilmslow: Gareth Jones, John Robinson, Peter Shufflebottom, Jon Hitch,(our present 
Chairman), Jon Shipsides and Clive Rodgers.  The two replacements were also ex- Wilmslow players, John 
Gardiner and Steve Midgelow. 
 
For Northumberland, Gosforth outdid us by having seven of their players in the Northumberland side. 
One of whom was scrum-half, Malcolm Young, who was playing for England at the time.  In a game 
against Gosforth, our scrum-half, Chris Shingles was injured. There being no substitutes in those days, 
David Barker took over in that position and played Young out of the game.  
 
On our trip to Carlisle last season, I was sitting at the back of the stand when a couple of assessors sat 
down next to me. We were discussing referees, when I asked one of them if he knew one-eyed Norman, a 
Cumbrian referee in the past.  Before I could say more, because Norman was one of the worst ever 
referees, probably his being blind in one eye did not help, the man said, “Before you say anything, this 
gentleman next to me is Norman.”  Saved by the bell! 
 
The annual financial report of the R.F.U. was announced this week and one has to say that they are doing 
something right. Revenue was £150000000, profit was £3500000 and they have reserves of £20000000.  
However, they are worried about the decrease in the number of players and have asked the clubs what they 
could do to stop the decline.  Wilmslow once had six senior teams and I remember going to play Esher 
and found they had no fewer than thirteen teams.  Of course, in those days, there was no Northwich, 
Holmes Chapel and Knutsford in our catchment area, but there is no doubt that many men are finding 
something else to do on a Saturday afternoon.  Two of our 1st XV squad , for example, Jordan Ayrey and 
Charlie Wilton, have just gone off on a three week holiday to the Far East.  I don’t blame them; we are, 
after all, an amateur club, but I have lost count of the number of weddings I failed to attend, just joining 
my wife at the reception after playing. 

Today’s Match  

Sponsors 

http://www.gascoignehalman.co.uk/


League North 1 West 

2013 - 14 

League Results—2013/2014 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal    17-6  36-29  18-30 7-59  25-31    

Birkenhead Park   21-10  72-14  48-0   36-30  27-3  25-32 

Broughton Park 40-0    17-15    23-28 35-20 28-30  28-3  

Carlisle  12-29 19-14  19-46  21-14   16-12  24-10   

Kendal 48-35     15-17  8-10  29-15 35-34    

Kirkby Lonsdale  27-20 23-12 10-13   41-17  46-31     6-19 

Leigh 9-13    18-18   19-21  30-32   11-22  

Liverpool St. Helens  31-39  26-22  22-17      32-31  23-55 

Vale of Lune    55-24 29-39  45-12   57-11     

Warrington      24-22  26-10   34-34  33-24  

Widnes  12-27  24-8    34-18 13-10   36-20  33-24 

Wigton 54-7  34-7    27-20  34-12 33-14   19-22  

Wilmslow 41-13 8-39    12-5  27-24 21-21  13-15   7-24 

Wirral 31-12  22-10  73-15  31-5  10-10   42-7   
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 

 
Altrincham Kersal v 

Birkenhead Park 

 

Broughton Park v Leigh 

 

Vale of Lune v  

Liverpool St. Helens 

 

Widnes v  

Kirkby Lonsdale 

 

Wigton v Kendal 

 

Wirral v Warrington 

  
 

W
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Wirral 11 9 1 1 363 153 210 7 45 0 

Birkenhead Park 11 9 0 2 383 179 204 9 45 0 

Widnes 11 8 1 2 296 242 54 9 43 0 

Vale of Lune 11 6 2 3 372 225 147 8 36 0 

Kendal 11 5 1 5 282 339 -57 8 30 0 

Liverpool St Helens 11 6 0 5 247 296 -49 4 28 0 

Wigton 11 5 0 6 272 243 29 8 28 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 11 4 0 7 228 236 -8 11 27 0 

Wilmslow 11 5 1 5 200 232 -32 3 25 0 

Warrington 11 4 1 6 251 326 -75 6 24 0 

Carlisle 11 5 0 6 184 257 -73 2 22 0 

Broughton Park 11 4 0 7 224 215 9 6 22 0 

Altrincham Kersal 11 3 0 8 183 378 -195 3 15 0 

Leigh 11 0 1 10 155 319 -164 6 8 0 

One of the interesting things about rugby these days is that you can never be quite sure which clubs are going to be on 
your fixture list in any particular season and how long for.  You have to go back many years to find out when Carlisle last 
appeared on a Wilmslow fixture list for three seasons in succession.  The answer is probably never but I do stand to be 
corrected if it’s otherwise.  In the last twenty years though, we played them in 1994/95 when our current president was 
captain and then not again until 1998/99 and 1999/2000.  Once again we went our separate ways until 2006/07 and then 
didn’t meet up again until 2011/12. Between us, we’ve chopped and changed from League NW2 back in the 90s to SLC1, 
NLC, North 2W, North 1W and Carlisle even had a spell playing in the North East Leagues. 
 
Looking back at 2006/07, Chris Jones was Wilmslow captain that season and after we got relegated back into SLC1, he 
left us to try his fortune at Macclesfield where he has remained to this day.  It was an unusual league in so much that it 
included Stoke and Whitchurch against whom we had what were to be rare wins that season.  I remember Stoke were not 
at all pleased to have been dragooned into North 2 West.  We’re a Midlands club, they said, all our friends are in the 
Midlands, and as for having to go all the way to Carlisle and Aspatria, just for a game of rugby, that was beyond the pale.  
Along with Wilmslow, they were also relegated but back into the Midlands.  Carlisle were also displeased with us for 
failing to provide them with a team list for their programme on 24th. February and for ignoring league regulations in not 
confirming that we would even be turning up.  Our duplicitous behaviour didn’t do us any good as we lost both games 
against Carlisle, 18-16 at their place and 23-16 back here in the previous autumn.  We were back up in N2W again in 
2008/09 but by then, I think, Carlisle were plying their trade in the North East. 
 
Since 2011/12, we’ve become the best of pals, playing each other every season.  Carlisle had the better of it last season, 
winning here in the autumn, thanks largely to a dominating performance that Glen Weightman is apt to producing from 
time to time and when we went to them in April, they still had an outside chance of making the play offs for National 3 
North.  On the day, they beat us by 40-25 scoring four tries to our 
three.  Both sides scored two tries in the first quarter, Angus 
Crawford and Tom Rayner for the Wolves and Ryan Feeney and 
Matt Minett for Carlisle.  Dan Holmes collected an evil bouncing kick 
ahead by Weightman for the home team’s third try and then as the 
Carlisle pack got on top and the Wolves infringed, Weightman just 
slotted his goals.  Mike Clifford, profiting from a loose ball, briefly 
gave Wilmslow hope of a comeback but the final minutes belonged 
to Carlisle, who finished with a try when full back Damian Armstrong 
joined the line.   
 
We have to go back to March 2012 for Wilmslow’s last win against 
Carlisle.  On that occasion, the Wolves dominated the first half, Mike 
Black was omnipresent on the ball, Mike Clifford was cleaning up the 
lineout but it wasn’t until the second quarter that tries came from Ben 
Day (2) and Matthew King.  21-0 as half time approached looked a 
pretty good return and the home crowd were looking forward to more 
of the same in the second half but it wasn’t to be.  Matthew Minett 
spoilt the fun with a score just before the break as the Carlisle pack 
awoke from its slumbers.  MacCallum replied with an immediate 
penalty but it was all Carlisle after that.  
Tom Graham burrowed over, Weightman 
collected his own chip ahead to put Martin 
Brodie in and with twenty minutes still on 
the clock, they were in the box seat and 
looking the most likely.  The Wolves 
however held out, created a couple of late 
chances but were very happy when Ed 
Armitage killed off the game when Carlisle 
came right at the close. 
 
Both clubs today find themselves in the 
second half of what is turning into a highly 
congested league.  Take out the top three 
and possibly Vale of Lune and bottom two 
and we’re all cheek by jowl.  We could both 
do with the points on offer.  It’s a hard one 
to predict.      Pictures from Carlisle v Wilmslow 7th. April 2013 



The Dirty  Dozen League  
League N1W Forecasts  

Sponsored  by  The  Ar t i san  Meat  Company  
 

Week 10.  The Paella Fella was full of c—- at getting a full house until he noticed that over half the 
league had also got full houses, including all his closest challengers.  Only the Beer Keeper and not so 

Super Ted struggled to make progress. 
 

Week 11.  It was the Beer Keeper’s week, who got six of them right, two more than anyone else.  Why 
we all went for Wilmslow to beat Warrington, when they haven’t lost at home since January 2012 defies 

logic.  They drew with Widnes but, of course, they’ve still to entertain Birkenhead Park, Wirral and Vale of 
Lune.  If they can win against that three, they will clearly be a side to reckon with.   

 
Week 12.  The Beer Keeper puts Kersal to beat Birkenhead Park, Kirkby Lonsdale to win  away at 

Widnes and Carlisle at Wilmslow.  In a season with its fair share of strange results, he may just be a bit 
cleverer at this than we think.   

 

H = Home Win,  
A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday  
16th. November 
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Beer Keeper H A H H H A H 25 214  H H H A H A H  

Draichgoch A H A A H A A 16 229  A H H H A H H  

The Flying Scotsman A A A H H H A 19 230  A H H H A H H  

The Paella Fella A H A A H A A 16 254  A H H H A H H  

Kenshican A H A A A A A 13 232  A H A H A H H  

Nob A H H A H A A 19 235  A H H H H H H  

Zoo Keeper A H A A H A A 16 226  A H A H H A H  

Super Ted A H A H H A A 19 183  A H H H H H H  

Young Lochinvar A H A A H A A 16 246  A H H H H H H  

Uncle Fester A H A A H A H 19 215  A H H H H H H  

Jonty A H A A A A A 13 224  A H H H H H A  

H for Heroes  H H A H H H H 16 243  A H H H H H H  

Kiwi A H A A A A A 13 223  A H H H H H H  

Results for Week A A H H H A H            

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Sunday 9th. November 
 
Senior Colts 97 - 29 Liverpool Collegiate 
That this match took place at all is a testament to the enthusiasm of players from both sides, neither of whom could field 
a full team.  Liverpool Collegiate had only nine players and Wilmslow twelve so the game was played on a Wilmslow 10 
against a Liverpool 9 basis.  Being little more than an extended game of sevens, it was agreed that play would be for 

thirty minutes each 
way.  Conor 
McMurdock and Harry 
Patch were both 
playing for Wilmslow in 
what transpired to be a 
merry jaunt for them 
and their team mates.  
Credit to the scousers 
though for turning up 
and giving it a go. 
 
 

Anselmians 12 - 12 Junior Colts 
A really good game of rugby on a lovely Autumn day writes Noel Riley.  The Wilmslow team was at strength for this one 
against third placed Anselmians.  Despite having the lions share of possession and territory though, they were unable to 
break down a determined Anselmians defence.  At half time it was 0-5, thanks to a try from Fergus Taylor.  Shortly after 
the break, the second try came from Will Maslen.  The Saints though weren’t going to lie down.  They took full 
advantage of a missed tackle mid way through the half and then managed to break the Wilmslow line for an equalising 
score.  Tactically, the Anselmians had worked out how to 
counter the Wilmslow pack and had the backs to take their few 
chances.  Good stuff all round! 
 
17th. November 
 
Firwood Waterloo HWO Senior Colts 
 
Junior Colts 45 - 7 Crewe & Nantwich 
The game saw the return of Sam Brunt and if it wasn’t for a 
forward pass it would have been a dream start for Sam. Not to 
be denied, minutes later Sam cut back on an excellent line and 
went in for our first try. Isaac Jones converted 7-0.  The boys 
then had to work hard against a stubborn Crewe side for until 
their next two tries were scored by James Lewis for a 19-0 half 
time advantage. 
 
The second half started with C&N getting in for a well-taken try, 
which seemed to motivate them for a while.  Ted Merrick 
replaced Dan White and Fergus Taylor then soon ran in our 
third try. 
 
Merrick was making his presence felt in the close exchanges 
and from one of these he set off for a great individual score.  As 
the visitors tired, Jones dummied and ghosted to the line for try 
number five and Merrick  then had the last say. 
  
It was a game played in a good spirit and handled really well by 
the referee. He communicated well with the players, let the 
game flow and was fair with his decisions for both teams.  You 
couldn’t ask for more.  

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Newcastle (Staffs)  11 11 0 0 493 58 435 33 0 

Wilmslow  11 9 1 1 335 158 177 30 0 

Anselmians  11 8 1 2 318 167 151 28 0 

Marple 11 5 0 6 208 296 -88 21 0 

Tarleton  11 3 1 7 87 180 -93 18 0 

Southport  10 4 0 6 135 260 -125 18 0 

Crewe and Nantwich  9 3 1 5 149 251 -102 16 0 

Liverpool St Helens  11 2 1 8 128 236 -108 16 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  9 4 0 5 124 170 -46 15 0 

Rochdale  10 0 1 9 86 287 -201 11 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Leigh  6 6 0 0 182 45 137 18 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale  6 5 0 1 132 66 66 16 0 

Manchester  6 4 0 2 84 68 16 13 0 

Eccles  6 3 0 3 148 106 42 12 0 

Wilmslow  7 3 0 4 241 168 73 10 -2 

Firwood Waterloo  7 2 0 5 52 137 -85 9 0 

Liverpool Collegiate  8 0 0 8 79 328 -249 5 -2 

Junior Colts League  C 

Senior  Colts League  B 

REMEMBRANCE 10TH. NOVEMBER 



From Alex McLennan 
I know that as editor you are always keen on 
keeping things as accurate as possible so I thought I 
would let you know about a couple of points from 
your write up about the Birkenhead Park game in the 
2000/1 season in the latest programme, when Park 
were the visitors. 
  
You have given Ged Hill the kudos of being captain 
during that match and the subsequent run in the NPI 
cup which resulted in defeat at Kettering I recall.  In 
fact I was in my first year of being captain and it was 
one of my favourite memories of my three year 
stint.  I remember the day well.  Birkenhead Park 
were flying high at the top of the league, throwing a 
lot of money at their team and I think they were at 
that time undefeated (actually they’d lost one game 
at Wigan a week before Christmas).  They turned up 
at Pownall Park extremely confident in smashing a 
side that was mid table at best. 
  
Anton Hanson was player coach and we had a bare 
fifteen players.  Chris Jones turned up but didn't 
want to play because of a foot injury.  On hearing 
that it would leave us short he started on the wing 
for us.  We were under pressure from the start but 
some turnover ball resulted in Jonah, then only 
nineteen, receiving a pass inside his own 22 and 
running in our try that day down the right wing.  It 
was the sort of thing he was to do for Wilmslow quite 
a lot in the next five seasons.  It’s easy to forget that  
he used to have a bit of pace in those days!   
The game was tight throughout and we never 
allowed them to get into their stride.  Defence was 

outstanding that day and we certainly played on the 
edge.    
 
In the second half as things got increasingly 
desperate for us the captain, player coach and 
eventual man of the match, Charlie 'the pest' 
Levings, another nineteen year old,  were all given 
ten minutes in the bin.  Nevertheless they couldn't 
break us down and victory was ours.   
 
Their baldy headed winger, who was their captain, 
and the reason I went to the bin, was well p*ssed off 
so I made a point of rubbing it in as he ran through 
the tunnel.  I couldn't have been prouder of the way 
the boys played that day and on Monday when I 
returned home from work Ian Stewart had sent me a 
card congratulating us as a team and expressing the 
feelings of pride the committee and spectators had 
felt that day at being Wilmslow supporters. 
 
There were other good moments to savour that 
season.  The last sixteen win against Goole in the 
NPI just before Christmas was a special occasion.  It 
was played in front of one of the biggest crowds 
seen at the club for many a year.  I seem to recall 
coach loads of supporters from Goole that day.  The 
match went into extra time, the floodlights were on 
and when Peter Rutledge - now he was a player, 
you would want on your side - thumped the ball high, 
wide and handsome out of the ground to end a very 
tight game, even Peter Tasker, a Yorkshireman from 
Goole, from the ranks of Tuscany could scarce 
forbear to cheer.    
 Anyway, just wanted to get all that off my chest.  I 
always make a point of getting a programme to read 
even when I've not been to the game, because I 
enjoy reading them and think you do a great job 
putting them together.  If you are writing any other 
articles form the era I played in, which I guess does 
cover a few matches, let me know and I will tell you 
what I remember. 
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Saturday  23rd. November 2013 
League North One West 

Wilmslow v Carlisle 

15.  Toby Rowe 
 
14.  Lawrence James 
13.  Richard Hughes 
12.  Ben Day 
11.  Sam Cutts 
 
10.  Ollie McCall 
9.    Andy Walker 
 
1.    Simeon Meek 
2.    Max Harvey 
3.    Tom Page 
4.    Dan Wright 
5.    Mike Clifford 
6.    Simon Irving 
7.    Mike Black 
8.    Harrison Lewis 
 
Subs 
Jack Walmsley 
Craig Cooper 
Rick Jones 

 
 
Barry Wilson 
Rick Green 
Slater Heelis & M2 Recruit 
The Barker Brothers 
 
Ian Stewart 
Drew Donaldson 
 
B.F.M 
B.F.M 
 
TWP 
Calder Peel FGP 
Bluemantle 
Jon Hitch 
TWP 
 
 
Buttercup Developments 
John Holloway 
Tim Holloway 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 30th. November 

Bateman Premier League 

Vikings v Sale 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Carlisle XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and 

individuals who have supported the cause of Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed 
towards funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios and team travel. 

 
Craig Cooper - John Holloway : Sam Cutts - The Barker Brothers : Mike 

Black - Jon Hitch : Mike Clifford -  Calder Peel FGP  
Ben Day - Slater Heelis and M2 Recruitment : Adam Hewitt - Nick 

Fiennes : Alex Kai - Robin Gregory : Rick Hughes - Rick Green : Rick 
Jones - Tim Holloway : James Keys - Paddy Mulchrone : Harrison Lewis 

- TWP Wealth : Bob MacCallum - Ian Stewart : Andy Vassell - Sue 
Fisher and Easyfish : Andy Walker - Drew Donaldson : Lawrence James 

- Barry Wilson : Josh Whiteley, Jordan Ayrey, Max Harvey, Simeon 
Meek - B.F.M  : Jack Walmsley - Buttercup Developments : Ollie 

Wilkinson - Modac Global: Simon Irving - Bluemantle 
Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15. Andrew Glendinning 
        
14. Barry Earl 
13.   Jared Stewart 
12.   John Wright  
11.    Mig. Blanco-Charters 
     
10.    Glen Weightman 
9. James Rocke 
       
1. Alex Neil 
2. Callum Grey 
3. Josh Holmes 
4. Paul Halliday.       
5.      Richard Sowerby 
6.      Gordon Maudling 
7.      Bobby Sherlock   
8.      James Clark 
 
Subs 
Ryan Feeney 
Ally Randall 
Tim HUghes 

Next week it’s away to Kendal for a 2.15pm kick off. 
KENDAL HORNETS RUFC, MINT BRIDGE, SHAP ROAD, 

KENDAL LA9 6DL 
The rugby club is situated on the A6 on the North East outskirts of the 

town.  You can leave the M6 at either J36 or J37. 
 

If the former, follow the A590/A591 until you come to the A6, where 
you turn right towards the town.  Stay on the A6 all the way through 

Kendal until it turns sharp right, just before it becomes the A5284.  Stay 
on the A6 towards Kendal railway station, bear left after the station, still 
on the A6, where it suddenly becomes Shap Road.  Towards the edge of 
the built up area as you approach some industrial estates, the club is on 

the left.  Turn into Mint Bridge Road to find the entrance. 
 

If you go onto J37 on the M6, you take the A684 all the way to Kendal, 
where it eventually joins up with the A6 just before the railway station.  

Turn right onto the A6  and continue as described above. 

Today’s Referee 

Rob Cross 

North Midlands Rugby Referees Soc. 


