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Fixtures and Results 2010 - 11  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

SU1 

  Ravens 

SU5E 

Hawks  

SU4S  
 

SEP 3 
10 
17 
24 

BROUGHTON PK 
Northwich 
ANSELMIANS 
LEIGH 

L 
L 
W 
L 

 Trafford MV 
ROSSENDALE 
Waterloo 
Leigh 

L 
P 
W 
W 

 Whitchurch 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 2 
OLD BEDIANS 2 

P 
W 
W 
W 

 STOCKPORT 5 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 3 
Didsbury TH 

W 
W 
L 
W 

OCT 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Widnes 
ASPATRIA 
Sandbach 
ROCHDALE 
Carlisle 

L 
W 
L 
W 
L 

 STOCKPORT 3 
Macclesfield 3 
SANDBACH 
Preston GH 3 
Carlisle 

W 
L 
W 
W 
W 

 Didsbury TH 
NORTHWICH 4 
Winnington Pk 
Knutsford 2 
OSWESTRY 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 ASHTON  ON M 3 
Holmes Chapel 2 
 
MACCLESFIELD 
Crewe & Nantwich 

W 
W 
 
L 

NOV 5 
12 
19 
24 
26 

VALE OF LUNE 
Liverpool St. H 
WIRRAL 

W 
L 
W 

 Aldwinians 
BIRKENHEAD PK 
Wirral 
Liverpool St. H (Cup) 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Crewe & Nantwich 
ACTON NOMADS 1 
Northwich 

D 
W 
W 

 BUXTON 2 
Acton Nomads 2 
CONGLETON 2 

L 
W 
W 

DEC 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Wigton 
NORTHWICH 
Anselmians 

L 
W 
P 

 KENDAL 
Rossendale 
WATERLOO 

W 
W 
W 

 TRAFFORD MV 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 2 

W 
P 
W 

 Lymm 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 3 

L 
W 
W 

JAN 7 
14 
21 
28 

Leigh 
WIDNES 
Anselmians 
Aspatria 

W 
P 
L 
L 

 LEIGH 
Stockport 3 
 
MACCLESFIELD 3 

W 
L 
 
W 

 Old Bedians 2 
DIDSBURY TH 
Oswestry (Shield) 
Northwich 4 

W 
W 
L 
W 

 DIDSBURY TH 
Ashton on Mersey 3 
DUKINFIELD (Plate) 
HOLMES CHAPEL 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 4 
11 
18 
25 

SANDBACH 
 
Rochdale 
WIDNES 

P 
 
L 
W 

 Sandbach 
 
PRESTON GH 3 
Sandbach 

P 
 
W 
L 

 WINNINGON PK 
 
KNUTSFORD 2 

P 
 
W 

  
 
Macclesfield 

 
 
L 

MAR  3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

CARLISLE 
Vale of Lune 
SANDBACH 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Wirral 

W 
L 
L 

 CARLISLE 
ALDWINIANS 
 
Birkenhead Pk 
WIRRAL 

W 
W 

 Oswestry 2 
CREWE & NA’WICH 
Whitchurch 
Acton Nomads 1 
NORTHWICH 

L 
W 
W 

 CREWE & N‘TWCH 
Buxton 2 
ACTON NOMADS 2 
Congleton 2 

W 
W 
L 

APR 7 
14 
21 
28 

 
WIGTON 
Broughton Pk 

   
Kendal 
TRAFFORD MV 

   
Trafford MV 
WHITCHURCH 

   
LYMM 
Stoockport 5 

 

Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Junior Colts League : Division A 

SEP 4 
11 
18 
25 

Stockport 
PRESTON GH 
Sandbach 
Macclesfield 

L 
L 
L 
W 

DEC 4 
11 
18 
25 

Wirral 
 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 

L 
 
W 

MAR 
4 

11 
18 
25 

 
KESWICK/RFU SHIELD 
Cleckheaton/RFU SHIELD 

 
W 
W 

OCT 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

WIRRAL 
Altrincham Kersal 
CALDY 
Broughton Park 
Lymm 

L 
W 
W 
WOL 
D 

JAN 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Lymm 
 

L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APR 
1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

NOV 6 
13 
20 
27 

Preston GH 
SANDBACH 
MACCLESFIELD 
WIRRAL (CC 1ST RD) 

L 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 5 
12 
19 
26 

CHESHIRE CUP 2ND RD 
STOCKPORT 

 
W 

MAY 
6 

13 

  

NORTH 1 WEST : http://www.rfu.com    :     httpe://www.rugbyroundup.com 
NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD INTERMEDIATE LEAGUES :  http://www.rfu.com    :    http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
COLTS : http://www.rfu.com      :    http://www.colts-rugby.org.uk 

Welcome everybody to Wilmslow Rugby Club, especially to our friends from Liverpool St Helens, 

on our second to last home league game of the season ( do not forget coming down for the Wigton 

game on the 14th April ) 

 

We are (England supporters that is!) just recovering from an excellent end to the 6 Nations where 

England surprised everyone! The selections, effort and style were good to see- still a lot of basic 

errors and unnecessary indiscipline, but a huge improvement.  We await now on the deliberations to 

appoint a new coach and support team. Let us hope they get it right- Stuart Lancaster has proved 

calm, clear on the way he wants to play, not frightened of trying new combinations and has 

excellent staff to back him up – if he is allowed to keep them! Whilst Nick Mallet has the gravitas 

and experience for the rigours of South Africa and onwards but can he develop a rapport and staff in 

time? I know what I would do – but who am I!   

 

Also, hot off the press, is the signing by Sale Sharks of Danny Cipriani. Could be an inspired move 

and will put bums on seats at Stockport or Barton! Hopefully Melbourne Blues have hardened him 

up and he will fall in with the discipline of Steve Diamond, otherwise Alderley Edge wine bar will 

have a good time!!     

 

Back to real rugby and Liverpool St Helens! Not everybody knows, but I played a few games for 

Liverpool when they were based at Aigburth in south Liverpool. I was at uni and had a flat near the 

ground on Lark Lane. They had the halls of a girls teachers training college next door – a great 

time! I played under a great captain, Wilf Murphy and with Fran Cotton before he went onto 

Loughborough and greatness. They have been at their present site for many years and have kept up 

a consistent high standard of rugby in the North West. Wilmslow lost narrowly away to them in 

November – resolute Liverpool defense keeping Wilmslow at bay and they have remained in 2nd 

place in the division since then. Wilmslow have only played well in patches since that match and I 

hope today we see again the quality and resolution displayed then. 

 

I must congratulate the Wilmslow Junior Colts with an impressive away win at Cleckheaton in the 

semi-finals of the North Division Shield Cup- the final is on April 1st v Bolton then into the 

National Shield Semis against the Midland winners. The Vikings have a top of the league clash 

away at Birkenhead Park today to go 3 points clear. The Thirds have gone 4 points clear after a 

resounding win last week and should win today. The Ravens lost their top of the table clash last 

week at Heaton Moor and slipped to 3rd place. Macc 4ths with 2 games in hand in second place 

look favourites if they want to go up.  

 

We have a very busy weekend this week. A lunch for 30 people with thanks to   Livesey 

Spottiswood  Accountants, J.W. Financial Services plus Jonty Fallows and David Barker .A good 

entertaining match with Liverpool St Helens and conviviality afterwards! A very large private do in 

the evening and, on Sunday, we have the Wilmslow Half Marathon! It is a tremendously well 

organised operation with over 4000 runners bringing in much needed money for very many 

charities. If I can mention 2 of the many runners – Ben Eckroyd and his sister running for The Heart 

Foundation in memory of their father, Mike a, Wilmslow 4th team stalwart. Good luck to them and 

all the runners! 



2011 - 2012 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Jon Hitch 
Immediate Past President 
David Barker 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Dave Scanlon 
Hon. Secretary 
Barry Fisher 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 

 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Dan Wright 
Vice Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Club Coach 
Giles Heagerty 
Vikings Captain 
Oliver Mooney 
Hawks Captain 
Matt  Tucker 
Ravens Captain 
Jim Senior 
 

Club Website 
www pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :      david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORING ORGANISATIONS 2011-12 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : All U Need  
Allied Corporate Finance 

Barrington Sports  
Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily 

Byrom plc : Chapel Interiors 
Chelsea Flowers : easyfish : FGP   

Gascoigne Halman : gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography : Glaisyers 

Gusto Alderley Edge : KPMD Group 
Lee Floorstok : Loch Fyne Restaurants : 

Lymm Truckwash :  Maxwells of Wilmslow  
Michael J Chapman    

Morley Green Garden Centre : Motrax 
P J Design : Printerland.co.uk 
Royles Jaguar : S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Stationery Solutions 
Stigs Barbers Shop : Targetsite 

TD Travel Options 
The Farmers Arms : The Horse and Jockey 

The Lighting and Interiors Group 
TNN Taxi & Chauffeur Services 

The Vets’ Place 
The Wilmslow Half Marathon 

TWP Financial Planning 
Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow IT 

Wilmslow Chiropractic Clinic 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 

sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



Contact : Tony Kersh 
PO Box 595 
Macclesfield 

SK10 9HF 
Telephone : 01625 500090 

 
Specialists in  

Domestic Extension   
Design  

P J Design 

84 Chapel Lane 

Wilmslow 
Tel. 01625 

523180 
 

Paul Sheridon 
Wishes the Wolves 

every success in 

2011-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groceries   Fruit & Veg  Flowers  Plants  

Pet Food  Beers  Wines Spirits  Frozen Food   

Confectionery Bread & Milk 

 

LINDOW PARADE   CHAPEL LANE   WILMSLOW       Tel  01625 526532 



Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 2nd XV 22 18 0 4 599 280 319 76 0 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  21 18 0 3 821 293 528 75 0 

Macclesfield 3rd XV 21 15 0 6 634 390 244 66 0 

Wirral 2nd XV 22 12 0 10 547 358 189 58 0 

Waterloo 2nd XV 22 11 1 10 572 442 130 56 0 

Sandbach 2nd XV 22 10 2 10 542 504 38 54 0 

Carlisle Crusaders (2nd XV) 21 10 0 11 367 512 -145 51 0 

Leigh 2nd XV 21 9 0 12 432 503 -71 48 0 

Aldwinians 2nd XV 21 8 2 11 361 462 -101 47 0 

Trafford MV 2nd XV 21 7 1 13 327 519 -192 43 0 

Stockport 3rd XV 20 7 1 12 365 558 -193 42 0 

Rossendale 2nd XV 19 7 1 11 271 537 -266 41 0 

Kendal 2nd XV 21 6 1 14 391 558 -167 39 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3rd  18 3 1 14 261 574 -313 28 0 

University of Salford Leagues :  Div 1 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 5 South 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 4 South 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 3rd XV 18 16 1 1 774 180 594 67 0 

Trafford MV 3rd XV 19 16 0 3 606 337 269 67 0 

Oswestry 2nd XV 18 14 1 3 500 266 234 61 0 

Heaton Moor 2nd XV 20 12 1 7 564 321 243 53 -4 

Acton Nomads 19 10 0 9 434 376 58 49 0 

Crewe and Nantwich 3rd XV 20 8 2 10 345 425 -80 46 0 

Northwich 3rd XV 19 8 1 10 356 419 -63 44 0 

Bowdon 3rd XV 18 7 2 9 303 418 -115 41 0 

Winnington Park 3rd XV 19 6 1 12 427 464 -37 37 0 

Didsbury Toc H 3rd XV 18 6 0 12 330 549 -219 36 0 

Old Bedians 2nd XV 20 5 2 13 370 623 -253 36 0 

Northwich 4th XV 19 5 0 14 315 730 -415 33 0 

Whitchurch 3rd XV 19 4 1 14 345 561 -216 31 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Heaton Moor 3rd XV 19 14 0 5 639 370 269 61 0 

Macclesfield 4th XV 17 14 0 3 719 151 568 59 0 

Wilmslow 4th XV 19 13 0 6 408 230 178 57 0 

Lymm 4th XV 17 13 0 4 746 254 492 56 0 

Buxton 2nd XV 17 13 0 4 313 181 132 56 0 

Congleton 2nd XV 17 9 0 8 414 494 -80 44 0 

Didsbury Toc H 4th XV 18 8 0 10 420 313 107 41 0 

Holmes Chapel 2nd XV 18 8 0 10 487 363 124 36 -4 

Crewe and Nantwich 4th XV 17 6 0 11 310 595 -285 33 0 

Ashton-on-Mersey 3rd XV 17 4 0 13 215 618 -403 28 0 

Acton Nomads 2nd XV 17 3 0 14 249 742 -493 26 0 

Bowdon 4th XV 17 0 0 17 63 672 -609 15 0 

The Ravens were confident  that after 
their  win against then top of the table 
Buxton that they could beat the new 

league leaders Heaton Moor.  They had 
edged Moor by 19-18 earlier in the 

season and turned up in the Stockport 
sunshine with a highly experienced 

selection. 
 

Jim (Orca) Senior picked heads and as 
he’s done all season lost the toss so the 
Ravens kicked to Moor, who pre-game 
looked a very well drilled and different 

side from the one which had turned out 
in the first match.  

 
The Ravens sustained some heavy 

pressure early on and, had it not been 
for some hard tackles from all, Moor 
would no doubt have taken an early 

lead. Instead it was the Ravens who put 
the first points on the board when a pass 
went somewhat astray and landed in a 
very grateful Jason (tax dodger) New’s 
bread basket some five yards from the 
Ravens try line to score a magnificent 

opener.  
 

Moor stepped up their game and 
eventually the pressure told with the 

impressive Moor fullback crossing the 
line under the posts. The try went, 

somewhat surprisingly, unconverted.   
 

Orca then made the worst pass ever in 
rugby history, leading to the second 

Moor score, making him the likely winner 
of the Andy Duggan  sponsored ‘Cock of 
the Day Award’.  Mark O’Connell soon 

put a smile back on the lads faces with a 
wonderful try after some flowing rugby 
but Moor scored a further three tries to 
make the half time score Moor 26-14 

Ravens. 
 

The Ravens were then first to score in 
the second half and felt that they had the 

better of the period despite conceding 
two further tries to the home side, who 

ran out winners by 38-19. 
 

Man of the Match award was a close run 
thing between Mark (Aurelius) Bowers 
and Sammy (I like shopping with the 

wife) Leach, but in the end Mark was the 
Captains choice. Well played Mark, truly 

the Ravens unsung hero.  
 

There were many candidates for the 
‘Cock of the Day Award’ (Sponsored by 
Duggan), including Orca’s pass and a 

certain person’s failure to turn up, but in 
the end it went to another absentee, who 
at Midday decided that in fact he would 

be working this Saturday. Well done 
Sam (mines a Jagerbomb) James, you 

deserve it mate.  

STYLISTS & BARBERS 
FOR GENTLEMEN AND 

(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 

 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

There’s all sort of interesting stuff that you can find 
on club web sites if you dig hard enough.  Buried 
on ours I found the following:  
 
It has come to light that a player in the University of 
Salford leagues, on changing Clubs, had been 
playing for his designated New Club whilst under 
suspension.  The Club involved was not aware of 
the suspension. To this end and in consultation 
with the various Disciplinary Panels across the 
Leagues, Lancashire, Cheshire (East), Cheshire 
(West), Notts Lincs and Derbyshire and North  
Midlands when contacted, the organising  
committee propose to publish the players affected.   
 
A list of miscreants, which I’m glad to report  
includes no Wilmslow player followed. 
 
A reminder if any were needed that the Wilmslow 

Half Marathon is tomorrow starting at 10.30am. 
here in Kings Road. As usual all 4800 places have 
been taken. 
 
Last year’s race was won by Jean Ndayisenga of 
Birchfield harriers in 1:04:24.  The leading lady was 
Julie Briscoe of Wakefield Harriers with a time of 
1:13:29.  The last runner to finish had a recorded 
time of over three hours and twenty five others 
didn’t finish the course.  All of which just confirms 
that there’s a place for anyone of any ability in the 
event.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

info@bengaltigerlily.com 
 

 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2011 - 12 

       

Jordan Airey 5      

Ed Armitage 5 2    10 

Rory Bell 2 1    5 

Mike Black 16 3    15 

Nigel Burge-
Jones 

4      

Ricky Chadwick 22 1  1 2 12 

Dominic Clancy 2      

Mike Clifford 20 1    5 

Craig Cooper 20 2    10 

Hugo Corbett 16 4    20 

Angus Crawford 3      

Sam Cutts 3      

Ben Day 16 6    30 

Alex Donaldson 21 2    10 

Chris Findlow 14 1    5 

Tom Hall 2 1    5 

Ben Jones 10      

James Keys 14 1    5 

Matthew King 18 5    25 

Chris Lee 12      

Harrison Lewis 2      

Stuart Lindsay 5      

Mark Lister 2      

Aaron Loftus 10      

Bob MacCallum 19 2 1 30 31 165 

Liam McCrea 1      

Lewis McKay 11 1    5 

Ross Mitchell 10      

Dan Partington 7      

Tom Raynor 18 9    45 

Sam Rodman 17 3    15 

R Spencer 1      

Sean Street 5      

H Stott 3      

Gareth Tait 9 3    15 

Alex Taylor 4      

Andy Walker 18 1  4 4 25 

Jack Walmsley 22      

Rick Williams 2      

Dan Wright 14 2    10 
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It all seems a very long time ago. Leisure running 
was starting to become popular even with people 
that had not played any sport. This was around 
1980. I had recently retired from the beloved game 
and work took me every six weeks to Cumbria, in 
particular, Keswick where I based myself for the 
three days involved. In my play days.  I had guested 
for Keswick Rugby Club frequently and knew the 
commitee.  In fact I used to stay ( and still do ) with 
an ex-customer in the confectionery business who 
owned Temple Sports, the only alround sports 

outlet in the town.  He had been captain 
at the rugby club and is now their long 
standing President. 

  
Keswick RUFC were always looking for badly needed funds. They became a caravan park and camping site in the 
summer with one of the first Beer Festivals.  There was already a link there to athletics because fell running was a major 
sport in the town, so it was decided to start organising the Keswick Half Marathon using the experience of the fell runners 
and the athletes in the town.  Temple Sports became the the hub of the operation controling entries, income and 
expenditure. On one visit I was persuaded over a few beers to enter the 1981 event. The course was, as you would 
expect, tough, but the scenery made up for that with the second half encircling Derwentwater. They had some 800 
runners.  It was won by a local fell runner and a the day was a huge success. 
  
I was so impressed about the potential for a similar event at Wilmslow RUFC that I tried to persuade the powers that be to 
host a race the following year. Unfortunatly nothing happened that year. The following year however after running the 
event again with a small group of our squash members the committee did listen and the go ahead was given. The race 
committee was the squash playing runners at Keswick plus an unknown to us at that time, who turned out to be an 
absolute gem, Neil Pringle, who had moved to the area from London (Where he played for London Scottish) to be M.D. of 
Mather and Platt. Taking the same model as the Keswick race we ( Neil Pringle as Chairman, Dr Ken Mackay, Harry 
Turrner, Frank Walmsley and myself ) started to plan. Sponsors were sought without luck. I guess nobody would back the 
unknown.  
  
The course route and timing of the event we felt was crucial. An early race in the calender, before the London 
Marathon we decided was ideal, although it was still the rugby season and we couldn't clash with a home fixture, so it 
would be on a Sunday at the end of March 1983. Ken and I hired a measuring wheel, put on the running shoes to finalise 
and measure accuratly the proposed flattish course through the local countryside. Starting near the clubhouse on Kings 
Road which could accommodate an unknown amount of entries and finishing somewhere on the first team pitch. The 
route from Kings Road went right on Altringham Road, on to Mobberley Road to the Bird in Hand, passed the Frozen Mop, 
towards Ollerton on Pedley House Lane, cutting back on Pinfold Lane, on to Mill Lane passing the Stags Head, then 
Merrymans Lane, crossing Chelford Road on to Soss Lane, Welsh Row on to the A34 through Alderley Edge village to the 
Kings Arms, down Chapel Lane, past the Farmers Arms, on to Racecourse Road, passed what was the Boddington Arms 
and back down Kings Road. I mentioned the Pubs because they became the main spectator venues. An event like this 
would need road closures and motorcycle outriders. The police were most co-operative and supported the event in every 
way. 
  
Once that was agreed, all we needed was competitors and prizes. We felt that every competitor should have something to 
take home and our chairman provided the solid brass engraved race medals. Sounds very grand with a ribbon in the club 
colours. These were in fact part of a sprinkler head, manufactured in their thousands by Mather and Platt. Simple but 
effective. 
  
The entry form was designed to give us all the information to grade each runner so that we knew by the allocated  race 
number their sex and age catagory, as well as seeding competitors by their previous form. The best runners could 
therefore be recognised and start at the front of the field.  Once we knew the numbers of runners and had the entrance 
fee ( which I think was £4 ) The standard of prizes could be determined. 
  
The finishing arena had to be thoroughly organised, with timing equipment, lanes for the runners to feed into in the right 
finishing order so we could guarantee the right results and prizes in all the age categories. The volunteers, here at the 
finish from the rugby club, had no experience in this field but were superb.  Girls and boys coping without any panicking in 
what was a very hectic hour or so. We had to re-hydrate the runners, feed them if necessary, provide first aid facilities and 
give everybody their well earned medal. 
  
Within an hour of the finish the prize winners had been rewarded and the result sheets were on display for all to see. 
  
I think the first year we attracted about 1200 competitors, which was far more than we expected in the early stages. That 
did not matter. Neil and his team had covered everything. It was a success on a grand scale, even Vaudrey applauded the 
effort.  The event as we know grew every year. Attracting sponsorship easily. It became part of the Mars Half Marathon 
Series with many international athletes taking part.  All from having a few beers in Keswick with the man from Temple 
Sports, Malcolm Craghill. 

Graham Baker played in the centre for 
Wilmslow back in the 1970s and was 

instrumental in setting up the first 
Wilmslow Half Marathon back in 1983 

and ever since then it has been held on 
the last Sunday in March. 



Saturday 17th. March 2012                                            North 1 West 
Wilmslow 15 – 46 Sandbach 
 
Sandbach showed exactly why they’re going to win this season’s North 1 West league by the proverbial country 
mile.  They just possessed too much firepower, pace and class throughout their side for the Wolves and in truth 
have for every other side in the league as well. 
 
This was a fine performance by them in which most of their proven match winners contributed.  In full back Ben 
Elliott, they have a player in a rich vein of form, who chipped in with a try and landed seven out of eight kicks at 
goal.  It can’t be long before the likes of National 1 side Macclesfield cast covetous eyes on him.  Fly half Will 
Cargill orchestrated proceedings with an excellent tactical game in which he constantly pegged the Wolves back 
in their own half with pin point accurate kicking.  Sandbach scored six tries, four of them in the last quarter when 
they seemed to score at will as the floodgates opened.  Elsewhere in their back line, there is plenty of pace and 
they have a robust pack of forwards to win them the ball.  There’s no reason why they shouldn’t do well in 
National 3 North next season. 
 
Nevertheless their task was made easier by a spiritless Wilmslow showing.  Coach Giles Heagerty was scathing 
afterwards, saying that too many of his players had gone awol when it mattered and in coughing up the ball with 
spilt passes and weak defence, they just made it easier for a side already brimming with confidence.  Fourteen 
tries conceded in the last three games is relegation form.  They really will have to pull themselves together in 
their last four games if they’re to avoid the drop back into the Cheshire and Lancashire leagues.  In all their 
recent games though the Wolves have played well in patches, sometimes extended patches, but their precision 
on the ball is just flaky and there is a lack of physicality up front.  At least half of the Sandbach scores had their 
origins in mistakes by the Wolves. 
 
The game opened with Sandbach taking control from the outset.  The Wolves made a hash of taking the ball at 
the kick off and the visitors immediately stretched the Wilmslow defence with crisp passing in the backs and 
probing little kicks from Cargill.  It wasn’t long before Elliott had them on the board with a simple penalty kick.  
Next Wilmslow lost the ball on their own lineout throw, Sandbach spun the ball wide for winger Jack Leech to 

make a searing break and there was Elliott 
on his outside for the scoring pass.  Ten 
minutes later Cargill threaded a kick 
through the Wilmslow defence for a lineout 
from which Sandbach No. 7 Ali Burton 
scored.  Once again the Wolves had failed 
to defend a catch and drive. 
 
They now had one of their better patches 
and on the half hour MacCallum slotted a 
penalty.  A fine break by Matthew King was 
then spoilt as his scoring pass to Tom 
Raynor on the left wing was ruled forward.  
Against the league leaders you have to 
take these chances.  The Wolves 
continued to press but were held back by a 
lack of precision in everything they did, 
which meant that the visitor’s defence was 

rarely threatened.  Early in the second half though it was caught napping as Mike Black burst through a lineout 
and popped the ball to Hugo Corbett to score but that was as good as it got for them. 
 
Cargill was soon thumping high balls deep into the Wilmslow half where King and Ricky Chadwick were just 
caught in possession.  A ruck offence inevitably followed and Elliott took the points.  For a few minutes, 
Wilmslow managed to take the game to their opponents but when they dropped the ball in  midfield, Sandbach 
won the scrum and Cargill put them into the corner.  Wilmslow’s clearing kick from the lineout was taken by 
Sandbach winger Leech and centre Dan Massey had an easy run in for their third try.  Two long range tries for 
substitute winger James Beal followed as the Wolves disintegrated and then the final nail in the coffin was 
hammered home by an exquisite piece of play from  Elliott who joined his line at pace, chipped the defence and 
then picked up his own kick to release his backs.  The ball quickly spun through several pairs of hands for Leech 
to complete the Sandbach scoring.   
 
In the final play, the Wolves took a short penalty from about ten metres out from which Mike Black barged over 
for their second try but make no mistake, they were outclassed and now face a fearsome fight to retain their 
league status.    



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing  Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A  Successfu l  2011—12 Season  

 
17 Off ices throughout North Cheshire and South Manchester  

SPONSORING RICKY CHADWICK FOR THE WOLVES  

42 & 52 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lmslow,  SK9 1NY  
t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co .uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



S.C. & P. JONES 
91-102 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH Tel. 01625 524261  

Mon — Fri                   7.30am.—5.30pm. 
Saturday  
Building Materials       8.30am.—1.00pm. 
Timber & DIY  
Bathroom Showroom   9.00am.—4.00pm. 

Wilmslow’s Premier  
Bathroom Showroom  

 
Building Materials & Tools 

for Trade & DIY 
 

Timber & Panels to Size  
 

Expert Advice &  
Competitive Pricing  

BEST WISHES 

FOR 2011—12 

Independent family run veterinary practice in Wilmslow 
 

Professional pet care with a personal touch 
 

Purpose built with on site parking 
 

THE VET’S PLACE CHESTNUT HOUSE UPCAST LANE WILMSLOW SK9 6EH 

TEL 0625 585500      WWW.THEVETSPLACE.COM 



I was thinking about our trip to Liverpool St.Helens last 
November and how we enjoyed their after-match 

hospitality with a few “Oldies” of theirs.  Three of ours 

that day have been in hospital since then, Peter Poizer 
(captain 1953-54), who had a heart operation in 

December and is still in Hospital, albeit in the 

rehabilitation ward in Macclesfield; Tim Holloway (captain 
1966-69), who has had a bad back for years and has 

finally had a major operation to straighten it – two 

surgeons for 10 hours -  and is now recuperating at 
home and walking with the aid of a zimmer and Ian 

Stewart, who has had various operations over recent months and has just heard 

that he has to go in again for another heart operation.  Holding the torch for that 
generation, therefore, are regular supporters Geoff Mitchell, (captain 1955-6 and 

58-9), the Peter Pan of Wilmslow, whose portrait in the attic must be 
unrecognisable; Tim’s brother, John Holloway (captain 1954-55), and Peter 

Turner.  I do hope that all the invalids make a good recovery and that they will be 

able to continue their support. They are an inspiration to youngsters such as 
myself. 

 

I think all the above players were at Grammar or Public school.  These schools 
were the lifeblood of Wilmslow Rugby Club.  I think Geoff is the only one who went 

to University; the rest either joined in the family firm or went into Manchester’s 

thriving textile trade.  As the suburbs expanded, their parents moved out to new 
developments in Wilmslow, Hale Barns , Bramhall, etc., and Wilmslow was the 

only club in the area.  Stockport (then called Davenport or, perhaps, an earlier 

version of Stockport) and Macclesfield were too far away for those without cars and 
Manchester were playing in Moor Lane, Kersal. 

 
The club used to hold a trial match in Christmas week for those boys home from 

boarding school. This was to raise an East Cheshire team to play a West Cheshire 

team based at Birkenhead Park and proved a fertile source of good players for us.  
 

These days, of course, our players come from other sources.  We do have players 

from Kings School and Manchester and Stockport Grammar Schools, but with 
boarding schools now costing a small fortune – my old school, Dollar Academy, 

now charge £23,000 per year – we rely heavily on Wilmslow High School, now a 

Sports Academy, and we would be lost without the lads coming through from 
there.  It is imperative that we maintain good relations with the school, the 

masters and the boys and I am delighted that we now have a liaison member in 

Mark Shotton to ensure this continues. 
 

If I may finish on a personal note, I wish Abi Jackson and Ben Ecroyd a good run 

in the half-marathon on Sunday. Their father and my brother-in-law, Mike Ecroyd, 
died ten years ago, in a couple of weeks time, and they are running to raise money 

for the British Heart Foundation.  Mikie played once for the 1st XV. Norman 
Hodgkinson failed to turn up for an away game at Old Birkonians, so Mike was 

drafted in from the 3rd XV.  He was marking the then England winger,Alan 

Martin, but the ball never reached Alan as our pack was so dominant. Mike did 
have a run or two, but failed to score in a 37-0 win for Wilmslow.  

It seems a little odd writing this column in absentia as 
at the time of you reading this I will be in camp with 
England.  
 

There has been much discussion on our performance 
last weekend against Sandbach.  I shall pull no  
punches, it was the worst defeat I have suffered in my 

time as coach.  I have said before that I can deal with losing, but it was the manner of 
the defeat that bothered me so.  Our body language during certainly the last twenty 
minutes left a lot to be desired and it was a very quiet dressing room post match.  
 
I mention our body language because it is something that stems from mentality 
which as regular readers will know, is some I have very firm beliefs on.  A positive 
mentality is often born of environment (as I wrote in these very pages last week).  Let 
us take environment to mean the place in which a player finds themselves on match 
day.  Anyone looking at the side lines last week would have found more Sandbach 
supporters watching and cheering than Wilmslow.  I consider this to be a damning 
indictment of where we find ourselves.  It is remarkable that when we are winning the 
club seems packed to bursting yet when the going gets tough only those die-hard fans 
are there.  Am I being unfair?  There was after all a six nations match going on at the 
same time which may have kept people away.  I fear though that many people  
underestimate the power of atmosphere and the buzz playing in front of a crowd, in 
particular a home crowd, can generate in players. 
 
Am I suggesting that the apparent lack of support is the sole reason we lost?  Not at 
all.  I can highlight several technical reasons to explain the loss.  The point I am  
making is that when things are tough, which they are right now, knowing that people 
are behind you makes a huge difference. 
 
I suppose you could call something of a call to arms.  I do not think we are in a crisis, 
but the reality is that we need to win at least two games before the end of the season 
in order to secure our position in the league.  Woodward dreamt of turning  
Twickenham into a fortress, very few team enter into the bear pit that is Welford Road 
and come away victorious and there are arenas so vicious in France that there are  
battles between supporters.  Teams should travel to us knowing that they are going 
into an environment where the crowd will be raucous and give the game that extra 
edge.  Perhaps most importantly, whether we win or lose people are there cheering us 
on. 
 
Enjoy today's game, I shall be listening in via phone.  



 
A Warm Welcome 
Awaits You From 

Emma and Daryl at 
 

THE HORSE 
& JOCKEY 

Gravel  Lane 
 

‘A Real Gem of a Pub’ 
 

Cask Ales : Pool Table : Monday & Thursday Quiz Nights : Live Football 

The Official 

Wilmslow Rugby Club Shop 

Open 
Saturdays 

1.30pm  5.00pm 
Sundays 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

Studs 
Shorts 
Gloves 

Polo Shirts 
Replica Kit 

Headguards 
Training Tops 
Shoulder Pads 

Club Ties and Shirts 

Club and Ground Hire at The Memorial Ground 
 
We can help you to organise………… 
 
Children’s Parties : Corporate Events : Business Meetings  
Wedding Receptions : Special Occasions 
 
Function Rooms and Playing Fields  
Fully Licensed with optional bar extensions : Catering  
BBQ Equipment : Car Park : Audio and Visual Facilities  
Large TV Screen : 1000 Watt PA and Lighting 
 
CONTACT : KEITH BOOTH 
TEL 01625 522274 

Another catch up Saturday where many players might have hoped to be watching the 6 Nations 
matches-and many did. Nothing too dramatic happened but Aspatria and Sandbach made further 
strides towards exiting this league for pastures new. Widnes and Northwich both won to keep the 
pressure up on LSH  
 
Anselmians 5-15 Widnes 
Widnes went 15-0 up before the half hour mark and Anselmians fought well to pull back after the 
break by they couldn't quite get that elusive losing bonus point. 
 
It was the Andrew Riley Show for Widnes as the man at the back notched up all of the visitors points. 
Malone Field was no place for the faint hearted as Anselmians needing points to keep their heads 
above water faced visitors Widnes who needed the points to maintain their promotion challenge.  
The Saints were missing their talisman Simon Mason (we can only guess where he was on the day 
when Ireland were at Twickers and the day scheduled to be fixture free). The home side opted to go 
for the corner early on when the penalty might well have been kicked.  Widnes defence held and it 
was not long before the visitors scored when a scrum allowed Hewlett, Lamb and Glover to gain 
ground before feeding Riley for a good try. Riley converted. The Saints were having plenty of the ball 
and it was against the run of play when Widnes's Glover dumped his opposite number to force a 
scrum that resulted in a blind side move. Chris Scofield pinned his ears back and scuttled down his 
wing before timing his pass to Riley to perfection. 15-0 after 30 minutes but Anselmians once more 
went on the offensive and were rewarded when a try came wide out in the corner. 
 
The second half was punctuated by plenty of injuries, substitutes and pouring rain but no more 
scores. The watching Martin Jones put away his soaking wet notebook and made his way back to 
Moss Lane to plan the demise of Widnes in a couple of weeks time.  
Good away performance for the Widnes outfit against a tough Saints side who will win more games 
this term.  
 
Northwich 28-11 Rochdale 
4 converted tries for the home side against two Mike Bradwall penalties and a late try for Rochdale. 
Several absentees from both sides on this "free" Saturday and good performances from those 
drafted in on a sunny afternoon in Cheshire. A couple of heavy showers kept the faithful looking in 
the direction of the clubhouse where the TV set glared out to very few viewers. Especially distracting 
perhaps, for the Welsh born Rochdale President Terry Collins. The jovial Hon President's demeanour  
had been almost suicidal on the day of the reverse fixture last Autumn when, coincidentally, Wales 
had also been playing France- but in New Zealand. Well done to his beloved Wales on their domestic 
triumph. 
 
A good performance from the Northwich back row where hooker Chris James was pressed into 
service and had a good match. 
 
Mike Bradwall cracked a good penalty through the sticks for Rochdale but Joel Barber collected a kick 
ahead and there was no stopping the Northwich flyer who is currently having his own purple patch. 
Grant Hallum converted. Skipper Sam Naylor got the second for the home side with a couple of 



sidesteps and a dummy to run in untouched. Hallum converted and Bradwall responded with a 
penalty for Dale. 
 
Prop Lawrence Gay bullocked across the whitewash for Northwich after ten minutes of the second 
half for a try that Hallum converted before Chris James cut inside to score low down. Hallum 
converted once again to make it 4 from 4 but, late in the day, Rochdale were still able to run in a good 
try that winger Tom Andrews finished off in the corner. The Northwich bench was introduced and this 
gave young colt Richard Hart the chance to show his ability at number 9 . 
Northwich move to within two points of LSH. 
 
Wilmslow 15-46 Sandbach 
Wilmslow have a decent record at their home Memorial ground but Sandbach are not going to ease 
up at this stage of the campaign and they started fast, and with some style. Elliot was on target for 
the visitors with an early penalty and then a turn-over from a Wilmslow line out allowed Burton to 
feed Leech who in turn put Elliot away for a good try. Elliot converted his score from the touch line. 
Cargill then chipped over and Wilmslow had little option other than to clear into touch close to the 
5m line. Catch and drive and the ever alert Burton found enough space to score. Elliot converted. 
There was time enough left in the first half for several more scores but Wilmslow came into the game 
and  took the opportunity to knock over a McCallum penalty. 
 
Wilmslow started the second half well, and Hugo Corbett scored very well following a line out. Eliot 
stretched the Sandbach lead with a penalty but Wilmslow were in the ascendancy at this stage. The 
league leaders brought on all three replacements and the change in play was immediately apparent. 
James Beal took a high ball and switched it quickly with Dan Massey getting on the end eventually 
with oceans of space to cross. Elliot converted. Another line- out error by the home side was 
punished when Leech made a good run and the ball was recycled quickly for Beal to cross I the 
corner. Elliot missed his only kick of he day. Eliot was not done however and he cleverly collected his 
own chip over the defence and Beal, Massey and Leech combined for Massey to score. Good rugby 
and Elliot kicked his seventh out of eight. Wilmslow had the final say when Mike Black crossed and 
McCallum converted well. 
 
Leigh  32-0 Aspatria 
Leigh were efficient on all fronts against their Cumbrian visitors. The Aspatria lads were possible 
worth a few points just for the amount of possession and territory that they enjoyed, but could not 
penetrate and convert their possession into points. Paul Wilcox has had some considerable & positive  
influence since returning to Leigh and he crossed to score a good try that was converted by the sure 
boot of Tom Forshaw. Forshaw added three more points from a long range penalty. 
 
Leigh were dominant throughout the first period but Aspatria defended well and came more into the 
game before the whistle. HT 10-0.  Leigh collected another Forshaw penalty and then scored a couple 
of tries through Alex Middleton-Adams and Ryan McKinstry. Forshaw converted the latter score and 
made no mistake adding another couple when Alex Middleton went over. 
 
Leigh are a handful on their own pristine pitch, especially when they can pick from a full squad.  

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow 

Rugby Club member by producing 

either your valid 2011 - 12 

membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the 

participating retailer’s card to 

receive substantial discounts off 

listed prices. 

 

Chelsea Flowers 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(shop sales only) 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Loch Fyne Restaurant 

Brook Lane, Alderley Edge 

(a la carte menu only) 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for 

a Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior 

bookings advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Morley Garden Centre 

Altrincham Rd., Wilmslow 

 

Motrax Motor Accessories 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 



AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

 

13th. April 

 

BATH 

 

Edgeley Park 

7.45pm. 

 

5th. May 

 

HARLEQUINS 

 

Edgeley Park 

2.00pm 

SIX NATIONS 2012 

4th. February       
France v Italy 
Stade de France               2.30pm 
 
Scotland v England 
Murrayfield                        5.00pm 
 
5th. Fenruary 
Ireland v Wales 
Aviva Stadium                  3.00pm 
 
11th. February 
Italy v England 
Stadio Olimpico                4.00pm 
 
France v Ireland 
Stade de France               8.00pm 
 
12th. February 
Wales v Scotland 
Millennium Stadium         3.00pm 
 
25th. February 
Ireland v Italy 
Aviva Stadium                 1.30pm 
 
England v Wales 
Twickenham                    4.00pm 
 
26th. February 
Scotland v France 
Murrayfield                      3.00pm 
 
10th. March 
Wales v Italy 
Millennium Stadium         2.30pm 
 
Ireland v Scotland 
Aviva Stadium                 5.00pm 
 
11th. March 
France v England 
Stade de France             3.00pm 
 
17th. March 
Italy v Scotland 
Stadio Olimpico             12.30pm 
 
Wales v France 
Millennium Stadium       2.45pm 
 
England v Ireland 
Twickenham                  5.00pm 
 



League North 1 West 

2011 – 12 

League Results—2011/2012 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Anselmians  44-17 25-17 45-14 14-3 0-17    43-30 5-15 39-17 21-13 17-36 

Aspatria 14-14  8-0 22-28 29-40 16-28 20-18  10-40  7-10 12-29 15-8 17-15 

Broughton Park  52-3  11-17 17-13 16-24 27-28 3-0 5-49 27-20 17-20   29-25 

Carlisle 25-10  24-12  36-8 23-18 6-11  11-28 7-44 20-13 12-6 17-0 13-14 

Leigh 32-7 32-0 31-0 28-24  12-32 6-10 18-27 29-23  29-13  5-13  

Liverpool St. H 39-19  33-7 52-0   24-18 19-21 12-16 15-5 17-34 27-19 18-13 21-14 

Northwich 38-15 36-0  50-0 52-5 13-12  28-11 9-15 20-5 22-17 36-10 27-19  

Rochdale 29-13 29-16 25-5 31-11 25-15 8-9 32-38   20-20 22-29 28-10 18-6 10-15 

Sandbach 60-8 43-17 17-14  38-5 43-19 10-11 29-5  33-19 47-24 32-10 23-12 42-3 

Vale of Lune 58-31 50-27 19-10 23-17 28-20 33-41 31-5 56-29    37-7 30-21 37-10 

Widnes 30-7 60-19 37-25  19-12  5-12 12-7 12-15 34-21  27-8 37-7 8-15 

Wigton 41-25 26-12 19-24 15-16  24-44  22-20 21-23 44-21 25-28  17-7 52-13 

Wilmslow 35-5 24-8 17-18 24-19 17-45  29-11 25-15 15-46 35-27 31-22   34-18 

Wirral 19-27 70-29 35-12 13-18 22-33 16-29 20-19 17-15 7-34 24-33  28-11   
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Anselmians v 
Sandbach 

 
Aspatria v  
Rochdale 

 
Broughton Park v 

Wigton 
 

Leigh v  
Vale of Lune 

 
Northwich v Wirral 

 
Widnes v Carlisle 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Sandbach 22 20 0 2 706 278 428 15 95 0 

Liverpool St Helens 22 16 0 6 550 370 180 14 78 0 

Northwich 22 16 0 6 512 319 193 12 76 0 

Widnes 22 15 0 7 508 374 134 14 74 0 

Vale of Lune 22 12 1 9 647 520 127 11 61 0 

Rochdale 22 9 1 12 427 416 11 14 52 0 

Carlisle 22 11 0 11 358 478 -120 6 50 0 

Leigh 22 9 0 13 434 461 -27 12 48 0 

Wirral 22 9 0 13 449 540 -91 8 44 0 

Wilmslow 22 9 0 13 405 462 -57 7 43 0 

Wigton 22 7 0 15 446 540 -94 12 40 0 

Anselmians 22 8 1 13 434 599 -165 5 39 0 

Broughton Park 22 7 0 15 348 489 -141 8 36 0 

Aspatria 22 4 1 17 318 696 -378 5 23 0 

 

 

Liverpool St Helens kept up their challenge in North One West when Wilmslow visited Moss Lane last November.  They 
weren’t at their best, reported John Williams, who said they were pressed all the way by the free running visitors, who had 
they taken their chances may well have returned to Cheshire with more than a losing bonus point.  John Williams doesn’t 
comment however on some strange decisions by the exchange referee from Cornwall, who inexplicably penalised the 
Wolves in two good attacking positions, supposedly for being offside in chasing kicks ahead. 
 
In the end though, the game was won by a moment of opportunism from scrum half Alex McClurg and a rock solid LSH 
defence that refused to give an inch, particularly in the second half.   
 
After the early exchanges Wilmslow should have gone in front in the 13th minute only to drop the ball with the line at their 
mercy. With even possession both sides were attacking in turn when one such LSH sortie into Wilmslow territory broke 
down inviting an immediate counter attack. Three Wilmslow players swept down the left flank and with no one at home in 
the LSH defence winger Tom Rayner ran in the opening try in the 27th minute, converted by Bob McCallum.  LSH hit 
back eight minutes later with a sequence of assaults on the Wilmslow line before good work from Mark Williams and 
Dave Cunliffe set up a driving maul enabling number 8 Phil Kearns to touchdown.. Matt Cunliffe missed the conversion 
but added a penalty on the stroke of half time to give LSH an 8 – 7 lead.  LSH scored their second and the game’s crucial 
try four minutes into the second half when Alex McClurg picked up quickly from a ruck twenty metres out and dodged, 
weaved and then sprinted under the posts. Cunliffe converted.  
 
And then apart from an 80 metre interception by winger Ian Stanley, sensationally caught two metres from the line, the 
remainder of the game was effectively played in the LSH half. Wilmslow launched a wave of attacks bringing no tries but 
two successful penalties as well as two misses from McCallum.   The second success came in the 75th minute leaving 
the score 15-13 and setting up a tension filled last five minutes. The LSH faithful need not have worried. Their team 
pulled out just enough to triumph with a further penalty from Cunliffe extending their lead just before the end. 



 

Sunday 18th. March 
Newcastle Staffs 
North of England U16 17 - 7 Midlands  
 
This was the first and only outing for the North boys this 
season, largely due to bad weather cancelling the previ-
ous fixtures. The match was played in mixed conditions, 
starting and ending in beautiful sunshine, sandwiching a 
heavy hail storm in between! 

 
The pitch 
though was 
in very good 
condition 
and contrib-
uted to a 
fast and 
hugely 
entertaining 
game. 
The Mid-
lands 
opened the 
scoring in 
the opening 
minutes 
with a de-

lightful show and go from their lively stand off, who 
scored under the posts. The conversion made it 7-0. The 
North then had the upper hand for most of the rest of the 
match, scoring on the left hand touch line when the ball 
was worked well to the left winger. Half time saw the 
North trailing 5-7. The second half resumed with the 
North again having slightly the better of things; firstly 
scoring in the left hand corner to take the lead 10-7 and 
then extending the lead to 17-7 when a penalty try was 
awarded following a superb 35 metre rolling maul which 
moved at a rate of knots and was only stopped short of 
the try line by the Midlands illegally pulling it down. 
 
A further try was disallowed, somewhat harshly in the 
view of most supporters from both camps. A superb 50m 
break from the North prop was ruled out after the referee 
deemed the supporting winger had obstructed the Mid-
lands' defender close to the line.  The final score at 17-7 
was in the end just reward for the Northern boys' efforts. 
 
Rory Hill, of Wilmslow RUFC and Wilmslow High School, 
started the match at Blind side flanker, and despite giving 
away the first penalty of the match at the first scrum, he 
went on to perform reasonably well. Having missed much 
of the season through injury, Rory was puffing heavily at 
the final whistle. Never the less he was immensely satis-
fied to be awarded his Northern Counties tie at the post 
match presentations.  

Martin Hill 

Cheshire Cup Semi Final 
Sunday 18th. March 
Wilmslow 14 – 10 Chester 
 
Everyone knew this would be a tight game.  
Both sides were missing just one player each 
called up by the North.  Wilmslow confidence 
was high though after beating last season’s 
winners AK in the previous round but they were 
well aware that this group of boys from Chester 
had won the cup four times and were last sea-
son’s finalists. 
 
Wilmslow opted to play on the second team 
pitch believing that the slightly heavier condi-
tions there would suit their forward oriented 
game. 
 
Chester opened the scoring with a penalty after 
five minutes.  Minutes later Jake Dickinson 
missed two chances to level with a penalty but 
from the drop out Sam Lawton made a powerful 
run before offloading to Dickinson who evaded 
two defenders to score under the posts.  Elliot 
Rowe stepped forward to add the two points for 
a 7=3 lead. 
 
The second half started with Wilmslow being 
penalised for a series of ruck offences and 
Chester took the lead with a score from five 
yards out in the corner which was well convert-
ed by the Chester No. 10. 
 
Egged on by their supporters, the Wilmslow 
boys tested the Chester defence with a number 
of Garryowens, the Chester defence started to 
make mistakes, the Wilmslow scrum started to 
dominate.  The decisive score came when 
Lawton picked and ran, the ball was quickly 
recycled and centre Tom Fairclough split the 
defence to score under the posts.  Rowe added 
the points. 
 
There was ten minutes to go and during this 
time Chester had ample opportunity to win the 
game.  Wilmslow continued to be penalised at 
every opportunity but Chester needed a try so 
penalty kick chances were spurned but their 
handling under pressure was found wanting and  
the Wilmslow defence somehow managed to 
hold out against wave after wave of attacks. 
 
It was nerve wracking stuff for everyone on the 
touchline and a fine match right until the final 
Chester attack was stopped and the ball spilt 
just two yards short.  Scrum to Wilmslow and 
then referee Steve Heaney blew for no side. 
 
The final will be against Caldy at Stockport on 
6th. May. 

No Under 15 report because they 

came a cropper against Lymm and 

don’t want to talk about it. 

U13s to play in Dublin at the Terenure Tournament 
 
This is being run by Terenure College RFC in Dublin.  Terenure, known locally as the ’nure, are one of 
the best known clubs in Dublin and Irish rugby.  In seventy years, they have always been fierce 
competitors, particularly at their Lakelands ground in the South West of Dublin, with their teams 
particularly renowned for upsetting the odds in Leinster cup rugby competitions.  
 
It is the first time they have run an U13s event but felt it was time they repaid some of the hospitality 
they have been shown at clubs they have visited or played against in the past.  I believe there are teams 
from Ireland, UK, France & Belgium attending.  The U13s, having visited Dublin the past three years to 
play Greystone & Blackrock in the traditional visits for the U10s U11s & U12s were keen to return to 
Dublin where we have had such a good time in previous year. 
 
As well as two days of Rugby there is evening entertainment in a marque at the club and an exhibition 
Gaelic Football match on Saturday which will be great to see and certainly something new to me and I 
would guess most of the boys travelling.  We expect to take a squad of 18, along with a similar number 
of adults.  Whether it will be the adults making sure the boys behave or the boys making sure that not 
too much Guiness is consumed remains to be seen.  If you visit the website of Terenure there is more 
detail of the event here.  http://www.tcrfc.ie/?p=2736 
 
U13 v Crewe Sunday 18 March 
 
As a warm up for the U13’s Cheshire Bowl Semi Final against Chester next weekend we travelled for 
a  friendly against the team we beat in the first round of the competition, Crewe & Nantwich.  That game 
back in November was a close run thing with the score only separated by a single try at the final whistle, 
so the game was a good test to see how the squad had developed over the season. 
 
The first half of Sunday’s game was once against a closely fought battle.  The strength of the Wilmslow 
pack in open play dominated whilst the evasive running of the Crewe & Nantwich boys caused us 
problems.  Dan commanded his pack well, George was running strong & straight & Alex was as 
determined as ever emerging time after time with the ball.  The backs showed some quick hands 
moving the ball to the wing rapidly but not managing to breakthrough.  It was Theo who was on fire 
breaking through the defence to score a hatrick of tries in the first half.  With the scores being out wide it 
was difficult for Harry to successfully convert.  At half time we led 15-12. 
 
In the second half it was pleasing to see the level of effort from the whole team continue.  Fitness was 
an something we were struggling with earlier in the season – fading badly towards the end of games but 
continued hard work by the squad has resulted in big improvements and in the last few games it has 
been Wilmslow who have finished strong, and increasing the winning margin towards the end of games 
& this was true again here.  The switch of Sorrell to Inside centre brought him into the game earlier and 
the introduction of Teddy on the wing meant we had someone who would take advantage of changing 
the angles of attack out wide.  The ball was being moved accurately & quickly by Conor at scrum half 
and it was a quick pass that released Theo who then made a perfectly timed offload for Sorrell to pick 
up, attack the space & score under the posts.  This gave Harry a simpler kick & he had found his kicking 
boots converting all the remaining tries. 
 
Two further tries were scored in the second half, one by Harry and a final one from Sorrell making the 
final score 36-19 to Wilmslow.  A great result and a convincing win hopefully showing we have 
developed and learnt something over the season.  The key elements were fitness, having a game plan 
& playing to it as a team, being able to adjust the game plan on the field reacting to the opposition & 
exploiting the space & gaps they were leaving. 
 
We look forward to a repeat performance in the semi final next weekend. 

http://www.tcrfc.ie/?p=2736


the easyfish company  
in Chapel Lane 

Chelsea Flowers 

59 Chapel Lane 

Tel 01625 52228 

Fax 01625 524440 
www.chelseaflowers.com 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you to  

THE FARMERS ARMS 
in Chapel Lane 

Largest choice of beers in 
Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 

NORTH 1 WEST LEADING POINT SCORERS 2011/12 

Player Team Con Pen DG Tries Pts 

Kevin Leadbetter Widnes 38 21 0 15 214 

Will Cargill Sandbach 34 36 1 5 204 

Craig Harvey Wirral 34 31 0 8 201 

Grant Hallam Northwich 41 23 3 3 175 

Bob MacCallum Wilmslow 31 32 1 2 171 

Tom Carter Vale of Lune 43 23 0 3 170 

Glen Weightman Carlisle 20 38 1 0 157 

Simon Mason Anselmians 22 26 1 0 125 

Matt Cunliffe Liverpool St Helens 26 16 0 4 120 

Paul Wilcock Leigh 6 12 0 13 113 

Ben Elliott Sandbach 20 9 0 9 112 

Jack Clegg Aspatria 20 22 0 1 111 

Tom Forshaw Leigh 21 11 0 3 90 

James Hodder Vale of Lune 0 1 0 17 88 

Andy Riley Widnes 3 2 0 14 82 

James Moore Vale of Lune 8 5 0 9 76 

Jack Leech Sandbach 0 0 0 15 75 

Daniel Harvey Wirral 2 2 0 12 70 

Ian Stanley Liverpool St Helens 1 0 0 12 62 

Matty Smith Widnes 0 0 0 12 60 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 

Mayfield Secondary School from Ontario visit The Memorial Ground 
Without doubt one of the great pleasures for me is hosting visiting clubs at our great club.  A 
fortnight ago we hosted Mayfield Secondary School from Canada, writes club chairman Dave 
Scanlon. 
 
When Brendan Thomas asked if we could host a touring side from Ontario, Canada the answer was yes.  I didn't 

at the time realise it would be another first for 
Wilmslow RUFC, as we saw our first ever girls 
junior rugby game on the first team pitch, when 
the Mayfield girls played the Manchester I15 girls 
team.  The Mayfield Mavericks U15/16 boys team 
played our own Wilmslow team.  There were over 
fifty visiting players accompanied by eight coaches.   
 
On what turned out to be a chilly evening at the 
Memorial ground all four teams played impressive 
hard rugby on the field, with camaraderie 
friendship and lots of laughs off the field. The 
results for me were not important, as rugby spirit 
was the winner.  The visiting players, from both 
Mayfield and Manchester, played the games in a 

great spirit, were wonderful company, seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
day, and were great ambassadors of their respective clubs and schools: all 
their parents must be proud of them.  Maybe one of those players may be 
inspired and we next see them at Twickenham wearing a Canadian shirt! 
Having a goal to get Girls / Womans Rugby played in Wilmslow I was 
amazed at what I saw. A school of 2000 children is able to have over 100 
girls try out for their senior rugby team and establish a touring tradition in 
which a well drilling under 15's team can beat the assembled mass of 
Cheshire girls (The Manchester Team, was made up of Girls from around 
Cheshire). It was a close game with only a couple of key players making 
the difference. 
 
On to our boys. As always, when I watch our teams - whether it is Juniors 
our Ravens, the opposition run through their drills and warm up (looking 
very professional), we ambled in, kicked a ball around, and did a 
Wilmslow preparation! The assembled mass of U15 and U16's Wolves 
were of course mentally prepared, ahead of important Cheshire Cup semi-

finals this weekend. Our U15 and U16's 
were mixed up to give everyone a chance 
and the game began. 
 
Given that the Maverick's had played three 
games in 4 days, from a 25 man squad, the 
fresher legs and skills of the Wolves proved 
too strong. That said, this did not mean the 
Maverick's did not compete. Quite the 
opposite, given their grueling schedule, the 
visitors played some exciting rugby, 
competed well early on and tackled like 
demons: I hope all our boys came through 
the game fit enough for Sunday, they will                                                                                                                 
certainly have felt it on Thursday morning. 



The McKechnie  League  
Sponsored by  The Art isan Meat  Company  

 
Anselmians v Sandbach 
Does anyone predict Anselmians doing to Sandbach what we got nowhere near doing last week?  Away win. 
 
Aspatria v  Rochdale 
This is the kind of game you would normally think Aspatria were in with a decent shout of winning but now that they’ve 
become the first side to fall through the relegation trap door, it’ll all be a bit academic.  Away win. 
 
Broughton Park v Wigton 
Now this is one that could go either way.  Park’s losing run has got to end sometime and Wigton will fancy this one to 
secure their first away win out of Cumbria so they could well be at full strength on the road.  Park weren’t so far away 
from beating Wirral last time out so I fancy it could be their day.  Home win. 

 
Leigh v Vale of Lune 
Another tight fixture on paper between two sides who not going anywhere this season except the upper middle of the 
league.  Vale don’t travel well so a home win. 
 
Northwich v Wirral 
Hard to see Northwich slipping up against Wirral.  Home win. 
 
Widnes v Carlisle 
Carlisle are probably due a win on the road.  They’ve got progressively better as the season has gone on and their 
forwards are a handful for anyone.  Nevertheless I fancy the Widnes backs to do the business once again.  Home win. 
 
Wilmslow v LSH 
The Wolves will have to be a hell of a lot better than they were last week against Sandbach if they’re to upset play off 
chasing LSH.  They came close to upsetting them at Moss Lane three months ago but they’ve probably gone backwards 
since then and sides in LSH’s position don’t tend to slip up in matches like this one.  Away win. 

   
 

 

 

 

Six teams of five punters each, 

renowned for their insight of 

all things rugby, each week 

give their N1W result 
predictions alongside to the 

league administrator Grant 
McKechnie.  At the end of the 

H = Home Win, A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday 17th. March 
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Anselmians v Widnes H A  H A A A 

Leigh v Aspatria H H  H H H H 

Northwich v Rochdale H H  H H H H 

Wilmslow v Sandbach H A  A A A A 

        

        

        

Points for Week 4 8 12 6 8 8  

Total Points to Date  186 210 198 188 210 196  

Saturday 24th. March       

Anselmians v Sandbach       

Aspatria v Rochdale       

Broughton Park v Wigton       

Leigh v Vale of Lune       

Northwich v Wirral       

Widnes v Carlisle       

Wilmslow v LSH       

Cherry Tree Farm 

Lees Lane   Mottram St. Andrew 
 

Open :  

Tue - Fri 

8.00am -5.30pm  
Sat 8.00am -5.00pm 

Sun 10.00am -4.00pm 

 

A sunny Mothering Sunday in West Yorkshire was made all the brighter by a 7 try victory for the boys in 
blue. The scoreline of 26-41 accurately reflected a seesaw game in which both sides enjoyed periods of 
supremacy. Harry Patch added four tries to his season's tally in a domineering performance from full-
back, to bolster a reorganised back line marshalled ably by stand-off for the day, Rob Shotts. Trav "the 
swerve" Heywood burrowed over for a cheeky try under the posts, Lewis Bundy-Davies went round the 
outside for his, while Conor "the prodigy" McMurdog rounded off proceedings with a powerful finish in the 
corner. 
 
Bolstered by a "Team Bucket" at the nearby KFC on the way home, our athletes now head to Bolton for 
the North final in two weeks time. Before then there's the big Cheshire Cup semi at Chester to keep us 
fully occupied.  

Bolton are 4 leagues below us, so it's a potential FA Cup style 
"banana skin".  Win that and we play the winners of the Midlands 
division in the RFU National Shield Semi, win that and we play the 
winners of the South v South West Division, in the final. 
 
It’s an odd competition because of the way the organisers of the 
Junior Colts league have allocated places in the national 
competitions. Winners of Div 4 and runners up in Div 3 have been 
rewarded for their efforts with a place in the same cup as us - 
which is like Liverpool entering the Europa league with Swindon 
Town.  It doesn't make much sense as the quality gap is huge, 
though I understand they don’t want to be seen as elitist, by simply 
nominating the best performers from Div 1. 
 
It's interesting to note that of the top 10 teams in the north west, 
inc Cumbria, 8 are from Cheshire in Div 1, and the final league 
table lists the top 6 from Cheshire. The level of club and school 
rugby in the county at this age group is outstanding, and I’m 
convinced that natural ability aside, it's because these lads have 
played against each other for nearly 10 years and have egged 
each other on to achieve new levels.  

Rick Noden 



 

  

 

Are you tired of 

hearing the same old 

rubbish from 

traditional investment 

advisers? 

TWP Wealth Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 

Authority.  

Registered in England and Wales. Registered No. 7630748. 

Registered Office: 93 Market Street, Farnworth, Bolton, BL4 7NS 

 

 

“You can’t beat the stock market. It is the  

best investment……..” 
 

We think otherwise, with the FTSE being approximately 18% 

lower in December 2011 than its peak in December 1999*, 

aren’t you tired of your investments taking a mauling?  

 

At TWP Wealth, we pride ourselves in our different invest-

ment strategy – trying to outperform cash on a regular basis. 

Call it rucking boring – but we like it that way.  

 

If you want to know more contact David Otway or Martin 

Hill at TWP Wealth Ltd on 01625 540989 or see 

www.twpwealth.com  

 

Oh and Good Luck to Wilmslow Wolves  

this Season. 
 

*Source: FTSE 

 

http://www.twpwealth.com/


Saturday  24th. March 2012 
League North One West 

Wilmslow v Liverpool St. Helens 

1.  Jack Walmsley 
2.  Alex. Donaldson 
3.  Jordan Ayrey 
4.  Ben Jones 
5.  Mike Clifford 
6.  Mike Black 
7.  Hugo Corbett 
8.  Alex Taylor 
 
9.   Andy Walker 
10. Bob MacCallum 
 
11. Tom Rayner 
12. Ricky Chadwick 
13. Craig Cooper 
14. Matt Jones 
 
15. Matthew King 
 
Subs 
16. Lewis McKay 
17. Rick Williams 
18. Nigel Burge-Jones 

Hotel TV Company 
Norman Herring 
 
McCafferty Asset Mgt 
FGP  
TD Travel Management 
Jon Hitch 
  
 
Nick Fiennes 
Wilmslow IT 
 
Robin Greenway 
Gascoigne Halman 
Easyfish 
 
 
Rick Green 
 
 
GPM Developments 
 

Referee 
Andrew Daniels 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 31st. March 

USL 1 

Vikings v Wirral 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Liverpool St. Helens XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and 

individuals who have supported the cause of Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed 
towards funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios and team travel. 

 
Matthew King - Rick Green : Ben Day - Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria, Hale  

Bob MacCallum - Wilmslow IT :  Aaron Loftus - OCA Restaurant 
Andy Walker - Nick Fiennes : Stuart Lindsay - Drew Donaldson  

Jack Walmsley - The Hotel TV Company : Gareth Tait -  Saddle B & B  
Lewis MacKay - GPM Developments : Ross Mitchell -John Holloway  

Chris Findlow - Mellington Estates : Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates 
Sam Cutts - David Barker : Liam McCrea - Strength and Performance 

Mike Clifford - Fallows Gowan Partnership    
Dominic Clancy - Deansgate Taverns : Dan Wright - Deloitte 

Craig Cooper - Easyfish of Chapel Lane :   
Ricky Chadwick -Gascoigne Halman :  Sam Rodman - Spencer Hunt 

Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates :  
Dan Partington -Slater Heelis/Mike Hamlin  

James Keys and Ben Jones - McCafferty Asset Management    
Alex Donaldson - Norman Herring : Giles Heagerty - Forge Dynamic Ltd 

Hugo Corbett -Jon Hitch : Tom Raynor - Robin Greenway  
Mike Black - TD Travel Management : Sean Street - Proseal 

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

1.    Mark Devine   
2.    Mark Bonati   
3.    Jan Laurens   
4.    Mark Williams   
5.    Dave Westhead   
6.    Paul Bamber   
7.    James Barrows   
8.    Phil Kearns   
 
9. Matt Gaines 
10. Simon Worsley 
 
11.   Ian Stanley  
12.   Dave Cunliffe 
13.   Alex McLurg  
14.   Matt Cunliffe 
 
15.   Neil Hull 
 
Subs 
16.   Josh Grant-Butler 
17.    Michael Garrity 
18.    Alistair Andress 

The Wolves next away game is on 31st. March at Wirral. 

MEMORIAL GROUND, THORNTON COMMON ROAD, 

WIRRAL, CH63 0LT 

Take the M56 and M53 towards Birkenhead.  Exit the M53 at 

J4, taking the A5137 towards Heswall, Bebington and 

Clatterbridge.  At the roundabout, take the second exit into 

B5151 Clatterbridge Rd.  At the next roundabout take the first 

exit left into Thornton Common Rd. and proceed to  Wirral 

rugby club is on the left. 


