
Club President 
 
JON HITCH 
 
Welcomes 

NORTHWICH 

Fixtures and Results 2010 - 11  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

SU1 

  Ravens 

SU5E 

Hawks  

SU4S  
 

SEP 3 
10 
17 
24 

BROUGHTON PK 
Northwich 
ANSELMIANS 
LEIGH 

L 
L 
W 
L 

 Trafford MV 
ROSSENDALE 
Waterloo 
Leigh 

L 
P 
W 
W 

 Whitchurch 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 2 
OLD BEDIANS 2 

P 
W 
W 

 STOCKPORT 5 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 3 
Didsbury TH 

W 
W 
L 

OCT 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Widnes 
ASPATRIA 
Sandbach 
ROCHDALE 
Carlisle 

L 
W 
L 
W 
L 

 STOCKPORT 3 
Macclesfield 3 
SANDBACH 
Preston GH 3 
Carlisle 

W 
L 
W 
W 
W 

 Didsbury TH 
NORTHWICH 4 
Winnington Pk 
Knutsford 2 
OSWESTRY 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 ASHTON  ON M 3 
Holmes Chapel 2 
 
MACCLESFIELD 
Crewe & Nantwich 

W 
W 
 
L 

NOV 5 
12 
19 
24 
26 

VALE OF LUNE 
Liverpool St. H 
WIRRAL 

W 
L 
W 

 Aldwinians 
BIRKENHEAD PK 
Wirral 
Liverpool St. H (Cup) 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Crewe & Nantwich 
ACTON NOMADS 1 
Northwich 

D 
W 
W 

 BUXTON 2 
Acton Nomads 2 
CONGLETON 2 

L 
W 
W 

DEC 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Wigton 
NORTHWICH 
Anselmians 

L  KENDAL 
Rossendale 
WATERLOO 

W  TRAFFORD MV 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 2 

W  Lymm 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 3 

L 

JAN 7 
14 
21 
28 

Leigh 
WIDNES 
 
Aspatria 

  Sandbach 
Stockport 3 
 
MACCLESFIELD 3 

  Old Bedians 2 
DIDSBURY TH 
Oswestry (Shield) 
Northwich 4 

  DIDSBURY TH 
Ashton on Mersey 3 
DUKINFIELD (Plate) 
HOLMES CHAPEL 2 

 

FEB 4 
11 
18 
25 

SANDBACH 
 
Rochdale 

  Sandbach 
 
PRESTON GH 3 

  WINNINGON PK 
 
KNUTSFORD 2 

   
 
Macclesfield 

 

MAR  3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

CARLISLE 
Vale of Lune 
 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Wirral 

  CARLISLE 
ALDWINIANS 
 
Birkenhead Pk 
WIRRAL 

  Oswestry 2 
CREWE & NA’WICH 
 
Acton Nomads 1 
NORTHWICH 

  CREWE & N‘TWCH 
Buxton 2 
ACTON NOMADS 2 
Congleton 2 

 

APR 7 
14 
21 
28 

 
WIGTON 
Broughton Pk 

   
Kendal 
TRAFFORD MV 

   
Trafford MV 
WHITCHURCH 

   
LYMM 
Stoockport 5 

 

Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Junior Colts League : Division A 

SEP 4 
11 
18 
25 

Stockport 
PRESTON GH 
Sandbach 
Macclesfield 

L 
L 
L 
W 

DEC 4 
11 
18 
25 

Wirral 
 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 

L MAR 4 
11 
18 
25 

LEAGUE CUP 1ST RD 
LEAGUE CUP 2ND RD 
LEAGUE CUP 3RD RD 
CHESHIRE CUP 3RD 
RD 

 

OCT 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

WIRRAL 
Altrincham Kersal 
CALDY 
Broughton Park 
Lymm 

L 
W 
W 
WOL 
D 

JAN 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Lymm 
 

 APR 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

LEAGUE CUP 4TH RD 
 
LEAGUE CUP 5TH RD 
LEAGUE CUP 6TH RD 
LEAGUE CUP FINALS 

 

NOV 6 
13 
20 
27 

Preston GH 
SANDBACH 
MACCLESFIELD 
WIRRAL (CC 1ST RD) 

L 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 5 
12 
19 
26 

CHESHIRE CUP 2ND RD 
STOCKPORT 

 MAY 6 
13 

CHESHIRE CUP FINAL 
COCK-O-THE-NORTH 
FINALS 

 

NORTH 1 WEST : http://www.rfu.com    :     httpe://www.rugbyroundup.com 
NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD INTERMEDIATE LEAGUES :  http://www.rfu.com    :    http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
COLTS : http://www.rfu.com      :    http://www.colts-rugby.org.uk 

Welcome to the Wilmslow ‘On the Trail’ Magazine – produced a new each home game.  Full of 

articles / comments /information /humour?? written by various members of the club.  Please read 

through and enjoy - even if you don’t agree with some views, it does stimulate comment and 

argument.  The editor in chief, David Pike, who races to produce this in time for the match gets all 

our congratulations! 

 

Now to some serious stuff!  Continuing the RFU saga!  After a week – all has gone quiet - the 

RFU’s PR company think they have weathered the storm! But!!!!- the problems are still there!  Rob 

(Blatter) Andrew , as ‘Director of Jobs with no Responsibility’, is heading a 5 man committee to 

look for a coach!  Andrew has worked it so he has 4 others to take any hits!!  I hope everyone is 

filled with optimism but any potential coach of quality should shy away until the rest of the mess is 

sorted out and the Andrews faction has gone, otherwise, they would have no chance.  I played golf 

last week with a guy who knows Jim Mallinder’s parents,  They are desperate that he will not be 

asked!  See the next ‘On the Trail’ for a further  instalment of the saga. 

 

Back to the real world. A visit from Northwich always provides a hard and vigorous game.  After 

the game at their place, I spent a while propping up the Bar with their President, who is probably a 

little disappointed with their performance so far.  Whilst still fourth in the League, I am sure they 

feel they should be better.  No doubt injuries and a couple of needless losses has contributed . The  

Wolves played well at Northwich but a breakaway try close to half time took the game away when 

we were starting to assert ourselves.  Again we stepped up a gear near the end of the game but it 

was too late.  The Wolves rollercoaster continues with a good result and performance versus Wirral 

and then pretty poor away at Wigton.  Which team will turn up today! 

 

The other senior teams continue to put out very good performances. The Vikings are riding high.  

For those who look at the website, they did not lose last week 34 – 120 against Kendal but won by 

fourteen points.   A very good win using the elements to good effect- something that was missing at 

Wigton for the Wolves. 

 

The Thirds are now top of their league with a convincing win against their nearest rivals Trafford 

and the fourths kept their 4th position although losing away to Lymm 4ths away. It was nice to see 

Dominic Duggan in the thick of it at Lymm after the  ‘shoeing’ (I think that is the term) he got last 

week. 

 

One of the results of last week is with the Wilmslow Senior Colts Cheshire cup match win 27 – 12 

against Stockport. They are just a scratch side this year and put on a great performance against a 

regular Stockport Senior Colts side. I look forward to the next round. 

 

Finally, I welcome Gascoigne Halman who are sponsoring our Lunch today.  John Halman brings a 

good eclectic selection of guests ( has Brian Sumner ever been called eclectic before? ) and I hope 

they enjoy the surroundings and the game.    

 



2011 - 2012 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Jon Hitch 
Immediate Past President 
David Barker 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Dave Scanlon 
Hon. Secretary 
Barry Fisher 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 

 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Dan Wright 
Vice Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Club Coach 
Giles Heagerty 
Vikings Captain 
Liam MacCrea 
Hawks Captain 
Matt  Tucker 
Ravens Captain 
Jim Senior 
 

Club Website 
www pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :      david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORING ORGANISATIONS 2011-12 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : All U Need  
Allied Corporate Finance 

Barrington Sports  
Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily 

Byrom plc : Chapel Interiors 
Chelsea Flowers : easyfish : Eden Deli : FGP  

Gascoigne Halman : gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography : Glaisyers 

Gusto Alderley Edge : KPMD Group 
Lee Floorstok : Loch Fyne Restaurants : 

Lymm Truckwash :  Maxwells of Wilmslow  
Michael J Chapman    

Morley Green Garden Centre : Motrax 
P J Design : Printerland.co.uk 
Royles Jaguar : S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Stationery Solutions 
Stigs Barbers Shop : TD Travel Options 

The Farmers Arms : The Horse and Jockey 
The Lighting and Interiors Group 
TNN Taxi & Chauffeur Services 

The Vets’ Place 
The Wilmslow Half Marathon 

TWP Financial Planning 
Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow IT 

Wilmslow Chiropractic Clinic 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 

sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 
FOR GENTLEMEN AND 

(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 

 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

 



Contact : Tony Kersh 
PO Box 595 
Macclesfield 

SK10 9HF 
Telephone : 01625 500090 

 
Specialists in  

Domestic Extension  
Design  

P J Design 
84 Chapel Lane 

Wilmslow 
Tel. 01625 523180 

 
Paul Sheridon 

Wishes the Wolves 

every success in 
2011-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groceries   Fruit & Veg  Flowers  Plants  

Pet Food  Beers  Wines Spirits  Frozen Food   

Confectionery Bread & Milk 

 

LINDOW PARADE   CHAPEL LANE   

WILMSLOW       Tel  01625 526532 

E d e n  D e l i  C a f e  
7 6  C h a p e l  L a n e  

For Real Cornish Pasties from Crantock Bakery 



Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  13 12 0 1 538 193 345 49 0 

Wilmslow  Vikings 12 10 0 2 306 138 168 42 0 

Macclesfield 3rd XV 13 9 0 4 395 276 119 40 0 

Carlisle Crusaders  13 7 0 6 251 305 -54 34 0 

Kendal 2nd XV 13 6 0 7 315 327 -12 31 0 

Aldwinians 2nd XV 13 5 2 6 285 309 -24 30 0 

Waterloo 2nd XV 13 5 1 7 239 265 -26 29 0 

Trafford MV 2nd XV 13 5 1 7 204 282 -78 29 0 

Rossendale 2nd XV 12 5 1 6 186 320 -134 28 0 

Wirral 2nd XV 12 5 0 7 252 202 50 27 0 

Sandbach 2nd XV 13 4 1 8 273 322 -49 26 0 

Leigh 2nd XV 12 4 0 8 219 282 -63 24 0 

Stockport 3rd XV 11 3 1 7 163 241 -78 21 0 

Preston G’ hoppers 3rd XV 11 3 1 7 167 331 -164 21 0 

University of Salford Leagues :  Div 1 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 5 South 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 4 South 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adjt 

Wilmslow Hawks 12 11 1 0 477 150 327 46 0 

Trafford MV 3rd XV 13 11 0 2 502 257 245 46 0 

Heaton Moor 2nd XV 13 10 1 2 526 166 360 40 -4 

Oswestry 2nd XV 13 8 1 4 354 305 49 38 0 

Acton Nomads 13 7 0 6 334 239 95 34 0 

Winnington Park 3rd XV 13 6 1 6 386 291 95 32 0 

Crewe and Nantwich 3rd XV 13 5 2 6 215 263 -48 30 0 

Bowdon 3rd XV 13 5 2 6 210 302 -92 30 0 

Northwich 4th XV 13 5 0 8 263 413 -150 27 0 

Northwich 3rd XV 13 4 0 9 210 335 -125 25 0 

Didsbury Toc H 3rd XV 13 4 0 9 188 371 -183 25 0 

Knutsford 2nd XV 13 4 0 9 261 513 -252 24 0 

Whitchurch 3rd XV 12 3 0 9 255 395 -140 21 0 

Old Bedians 2nd XV 13 3 0 10 237 418 -181 21 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Buxton 2 12 11 0 1 300 115 185 45 0 

Macclesfield 4 12 9 0 3 606 154 452 39 0 

Heaton Moor 3 12 9 0 3 384 230 154 39 0 

Wilmslow 4 12 8 0 4 343 177 166 36 0 

Lymm 4 12 9 0 3 489 139 350 33 -6 

Didsbury TH 4 12 6 0 6 342 202 140 29 0 

Congleton 2 12 6 0 6 274 332 -58 29 0 

Crewe & Nant 4 12 6 0 6 215 348 -133 29 0 

Holmes Chapel 2 12 5 0 7 337 286 51 26 0 

Ashton-on-Msy 3 12 4 0 8 184 477 -293 24 0 

Acton Nomads 2 12 3 0 9 225 506 -281 21 0 

Stockport 5 12 1 0 11 114 415 -301 14 0 

Bowdon 4 12 1 0 11 84 516 -432 14 0 

VIKINGS AND DEVELOPMENTALS 
MARCH ON.  RAVENS CRASH TO 
EARTH AT LYMM  
The top of the table clash last Saturday 
between the Developmentals and 
Trafford MV went the way of the 
Wilmslow boys by 18-7.  It was by all 
accounts a hard fought affair but the 
Developmentals had the edge in scrum 
and lineout and by the last quarter they 
had worn their opponents down.  There 
were tries for 18 year old Bob Butler and 
40 plus year old Daz Lucas, just 
emphasising the age disparity between 
the players, and two penalties and a 
conversion by Lee Jackson.  Amongst 
the younger players on this side, it’s 
good to see Lewis Staples and Nick 
Marsh. 
 
The Developmentals are a classic third 
team, containing a mixture of old 
experienced lags and promising 
youngsters setting out on their club 
career.  If they can carry on as they are, 
then promotion to USL3S beckons, the 
rugby will be better and so will the 
grounding for new entrants. 
 
The Vikings too kept up their challenge 
by beating Kendal 34-10 and are still 
second in what seems to be a three 
horse race at the top of USL1.  The 
Kendal scribe reports that the game was 
closer than the score suggests but the 
Vikings did get six tries.  Three first half 
tries with the wind behind them saw 
them 19 -7 ahead at the interval and 
when Kendal were unable to make much 
impression even with the help of the 
elements in the second half, they were 
able to close out the game with scores 
on 62, 67 and 77 minutes. 
 
It was hard going for the Ravens at 
Lymm, going down by six tries to just 
one, scored by their gifted out half Huw 
Taffy Williams in the opening minutes.   
 
The omens had been bad from the 
outset with the skipper having forgotten 
his kit - not the ideal preparation for a 
match against Lymm.  Calls to still 
travelling players enabled them to find it  
in good time but it was still an unneeded 
distraction before such a demanding 
match.   
 
Despite enjoying the advantage of the 
wind in the first half, the Ravens were 
unable to add to Williams’s score whilst 
Lymm were always dangerous with ball 
in hand and knew how to put in the big 
hits when it wasn’t.  They took their 
chances to score twice before the break.  
The second half was all Lymm, who 
scored four times without reply and were 
good value for their 34 - 7 win. 

Sunday 27th. November was a good day for the club’s junior sides with the U15s, U14s and U13s all 
successful in their Cheshire Cup matches.  The U16s had a first round bye. 
 
The U15s came from behind to beat Chester 12-7 with a try just three minutes from time.  The wind up on the 
Jim Evison field played a crucial part in the match and sensible kicking into the corners in the second half kept 
Wilmslow on the attack but it wasn’t until seventeen minutes from the end that they levelled the scores.  Both 
sides then had their chances but it was Nick Giraud who finally got the winning score.  Two of the squad have 
been selected to join the Sale Academy and are pushing hard for selection to the full county squad. 
 
Chas McNamara reports an excellent game at Kersal where 
the U14s ran out winners 24-12, scoring four tries to two.  The 
Wilmslow boys took their chances to lead 19-0 at the break 
and then scored first in the second half.  An interception by the 
Kersal fly half, however reduced the deficit and seemed to get 
the home side going.  They had the better of the final minutes 
and when their forwards eventually powered over it set up an anxious finale but it was too late for them and the 
Wilmslow boys held out. 
 
It was also a good result for the U13s who beat Winnington Park 34 –20.  They got off to a good start, reports 
Gareth Hurfort scoring twice in tricky conditions before the visitors literally found their wind.  A try apiece 
followed before half time and immediately after the break Winnington Park scored twice to bring it back to 19-
15.  Wilmslow reshuffled their resources, played sensibly in the windy conditions and the result was three 
unconverted tries before Park came back too late with a score in the last play of the game. 
 
Cheshire Cup second round matches are due to be played on Sunday 5th. February.  

U15s  after  the ir  success  against  Chester  

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/buxtonrugbyclub/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/heatonmoor/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/didsburytochrfc/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/congleton/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/creweandnantwich/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/holmeschapel/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/ashtonuponmersey/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/actonnomadsrfc/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/stockport/
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/bowdon/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

info@bengaltigerlily.com 
 

 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2011 - 12 

       

Rory Bell 2 1    5 

Mike Black 9 1    5 

Nigel Burge-Jones 2      

Ricky Chadwick 11 1  1 2 12 

Dominic Clancy 2      

Mike Clifford 10 1    5 

Craig Cooper 12 2    10 

Hugo Corbett 11 2    10 

Sam Cutts 4      

Ben Day 9 3    15 

Alex Donaldson 12 2    10 

Chris Findlow 12 1    5 

James Keys 8 1    5 

Matthew King 10 3    15 

Chris Lee 9      

Stuart Lyndsey 3      

Mark Lister 2      

Aaron Loftus 9      

Ben Jones 3      

Bob MacCallum 10 2 1 17 15 94 

Liam McCrea 1      

Lewis McKay 6 1    5 

Ross Mitchell 7      

Dan Partington 5      

Tom Raynor 9 5    25 

Sam Rodman 10 3    15 

R Spencer 1      

Sean Street 4      

H Stott 3      

Gareth Tait 6 2    10 

Andy Walker 9 1  3 3 20 

Jack Walmsley 12      

Dan Wright 10      
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Organisational Development 
The carry on over recent months at the RFU, the 
sacking of the chief executive, the resignation of 
the interim chief executive, the role of the 
performance director, the resignation of the 
coach have all rebounded badly on the game and 
has the potential to open up cans of worms 
elsewhere.  Most of us, I suspect, are principally 
interested in who will become the next England 
coach so reports that one of the favourite 
candidates should have declared that he would 
only be interested in the job if he were to report 
directly to a chief executive without any 
intermediary is revealing.  If that were to be good 
enough for the England coach then why shouldn’t 
the same structure, albeit on a lesser scale, apply 
to the Wilmslow coach. 
 
As, of course, we have no person specifically 
designated as chief executive, it’s reasonable to 
ask who the coach reports to anyway.  In the eyes 
of many people the secretary fulfils many of the 
obligations of a chief executive.  He is responsible 
for the governance of the club on behalf of the 
members, responsible for ensuring that RFU 
regulations are observed and being the first point 
of contact for statutory bodies involved with 
licensing, H & S, public liability and most other 
things as well.  In corporate life, the chairman is 
there to represent the interests of the 
stakeholders in ensuring that operations are 
properly executed by the chief executive and his 
team but not to be involved in managing day to 
day operations unless the role of chief executive 
and chairman is combined.  This is where the 
distinction at this club and probably many others 
has historically been blurred as chairmen have 
frequently taken unto themselves tasks or 
projects which may better have been left to 
others.  Just look at the dictatorial powers held by 
chairmen, holding the majority of the shares, at 
football clubs. 
 
At both the RFU and this club no such confusion 
exists over the role of the president and 
treasurer.  The president, by dint of his great past 
experience and vast knowledge of the game is on 
the one hand a sounding board akin to a non 
executive director and on the other resembles 

monarchy in entertaining visiting dignitaries and 
accompanying the team on behalf of all of us on 
its travels.  The treasurer’s role is self evident. 
 
This now brings us to the role of Performance 
Director at the RFU and the equivalent position of 
Director of Rugby at this club.  In neither case am 
I absolutely clear in what they actually do.  I 
wouldn’t want to rush to judgement on this but it 
seems to me that a chairman could quite 
reasonably and properly address this matter with 
his chief executive, if it’s known who that person 
is, whether at the RFU or here, which brings me 
back to where I started.   
 
If anyone reading this has anything they’d like to 
add, then please just let me know.  I’d be 
delighted to publish anything non libellous in the 
next edition of On The Trail. 
 
Well Behaved 
Undoubtedly the best mannered and behaved 
being on the touch line during the match against 
Wirral three weeks ago was Dave Partington’s 
dog.  Whilst Dave himself together with a very 
senior member, whose name I wouldn’t dare to 
mention, exchanged bad tempered remarks with 
referee Craig Barclay about various aspects of 
‘control’ both on and off the field of play, the dog 
sat quietly behind the touchline railings refusing 
to be provoked into any rash behaviour or joining 
the argument. 
 
Raging Bull Plates, Cups, Shields and Trophies 
The draws for the second round on 21st. January 
have pitched the Ravens at home against 
Dukinfield in the Plate and the Developmentals 
away at Oswestry in the Shield.  The Vikings 
though lost a fortnight ago away at LSH by 25-20 
in the Cup under floodlights and consequently 
have a blank weekend.  We have no entry to the 
Trophy as you need a fifth senior side to put into 
that one. 
 
 



Saturday 19th. November 2011                                      North 1 West 
Wilmslow 34 – 18 Wirral 
It took a long time coming but eventually the Wolves secured the win that their overall play deserved.  Once 
again they had to come from behind in the second half during which they raised the pace and intensity of their 
game to dominate possession and territory.  It wasn’t though until well into the last quarter that a steadfast Wirral 
defence started to wilt when they lost a player to a yellow card.  Bob MacCallum, as he’s done so often before, 
edged the Wolves in front with the penalty and two late late tries followed whilst the visitors were still a man 
down.  There was to be no last minute snatch and grab by a game Wirral outfit. 
 
It was a wonder that Wirral had stayed in the hunt for so long.  Outplayed in the scrum and lineout throughout, 
starved of possession, particularly in the second period, they defended their one point lead tenaciously, 
frequently forcing the over anxious Wolves into mistakes in attacking positions.  Indeed as the game approached 
its final denouement, one was just beginning to wonder whether their lock out would prevail in the end. 
 
The game started with the Wolves obligingly dropping the ball at the kick off.  The visitors swept it up and 
seconds later, only a ruling by referee Mr. Barclay, that they had knocked on over the line, denied them the 
opening score.  The Wolves worked their way up the field, helped by a pernickety whistle and earned 
themselves a shot at goal after seven minutes.  Just as MacCallum was about to strike the ball, it fell off the tee 
but the Wolves reacted the quickest and second row Gareth Tait, all fire and brimstone this afternoon, plunged 
over from the ruck.  Mr. Barclay explained afterwards that MacCallum’s foot had in fact struck the ball as it fell, 
therefore he had judged the penalty to be taken and allowed play to continue.  The Wirral side, all lined up for a 
kick at goal, could justifiably have felt aggrieved at the turn of events.  No matter, Mr. Barclay’s whistle was kept 
busy and Craig Harvey landed two penalties to pull Wirral back to 7-6. 
 
The Wolves though were still in the ascendency and on the half hour managed a period of sustained pressure 
through several phases.  MacCallum put in an audacious cross kick for full back Ben Day to take on the full and 
when he was stopped on the line, the ball was recycled again.  The Wolves now had loads of players over and 

the well worked score went to centre Mike Black.  There was still 
time though for Wirral to turn over the Wolves in midfield and to 
bravely opt for a scrum on the Wolves line from which they spun the 
ball to full back Daniel Harvey, who broke away from the tackle to 
score wide out on the left.  Half time, it was 14-11 for the Wolves. 
 
Within a minute of the restart, MacCallum had kicked a penalty but 
his forwards then got themselves penalised twice in quick 
succession and Wirral scrum half, Joe Murray, burrowed through a 
gap on the Wilmslow line.  Harvey converted and slightly against the 
run of play, Wirral were ahead. 
 
The Wolves responded with thirty minutes of unrelenting attack.  
Nobody could be singled out in what was truly a team effort from 
backs and forwards alike.  Everybody visibly featured.  Three times 
the forwards were deemed to have been held up over the line.  

Matthew King crossed on the left but it was deemed 
from a forward pass.  Again and again they attacked 
only to be stopped by a combination of errors arising 
from their own haste, a loose hurried pass and a 
resolute Wirral defence.  Eventually Wirral substitute 
Mark Dyer, who had only been on the field a few 
minutes, earned Mr. Barclay’s ire for continually 
fiddling illegally with the ball on the floor and was 
sent to the sin bin.  That effectively prised open the 
door.  MacCallum slotted the penalty, the Wolves 
came roaring back and finally Tait got over for the 
defining score.  Crucially MacCallum converted and 
there was now clear water between the two sides.  
The heart seemed to drain away from the Wirralians, 
Sam Rodman burst through for the fourth bonus 
point winning try and another could so easily have 
followed in the last moments, 



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing  Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A  Successfu l  2011—12 Season  

 
17 Off ices throughout North Cheshire and South Manchester  

SPONSORING RICKY CHADWICK FOR THE WOLVES  

42 & 52 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lmslow,  SK9 1NY  
t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co .uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



S.C. & P. JONES 
91-102 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH Tel. 01625 524261  

Mon — Fri                   7.30am.—5.30pm. 
Saturday  
Building Materials       8.30am.—1.00pm. 
Timber & DIY  
Bathroom Showroom   9.00am.—4.00pm. 

Wilmslow’s Premier  
Bathroom Showroom  

 
Building Materials & Tools 

for Trade & DIY 
 

Timber & Panels to Size  
 

Expert Advice &  
Competitive Pricing  

BEST WISHES 

FOR 2011—12 

Independent family run veterinary practice in Wilmslow 
 

Professional pet care with a personal touch 
 

Purpose built with on site parking 
 

THE VET’S PLACE CHESTNUT HOUSE UPCAST LANE WILMSLOW SK9 6EH 

TEL 0625 585500      WWW.THEVETSPLACE.COM 



In my last article, we looked at the differences in the white wines produced in both France and 
New Zealand.  This time it’s the turn of the reds and we’ll talk you through a couple of our  
favourites that we’ll be recommending this Christmas.  
 
In the current wine drinking  
climate,  New Zealand is most 
widely known for its’ white wine 
production, notably Sauvignon 
Blanc, whilst France is recognised 
for producing fantastic wines across the board.  New Zealand red wines though are now quickly gaining 
worldwide recognition for their quality.  It has often been the case that New World producers have taken 
their cue from those in the Old World, producing their own takes on traditional French-style blends. New 
Zealand is no exception – indeed many of their most successful reds are those blended in the style of 
wines from Bordeaux and the Rhone Valley.  The Kiwis though are also taking on the Burgundians with 
their most widely produced red variety, Pinot Noir – often regarded as the perfect red to go with that 
Christmas Turkey! 
 
Whilst France has been producing and exporting top quality Pinot Noir for many years, particularly from 
Burgundy’s big name appellations, planting of this grape only began on a large scale in New Zealand in 
the early 1980’s.  It was initially believed that the low annual number of sunshine hours would not be  
compatible with growing many red varieties, particularly the typically hard to cultivate Pinot Noir vines. 
But, after a shaky start, Pinot Noir is now widely planted in New Zealand, although concentrated in key 
areas of Central Otago, Canterbury and Martinborough.  
 
Burgundy is known for producing small quantity, expensive wines with fantastic potential for ageing – 

they’re often built to last! This ageing produces intense wines with 
complex fruit. New Zealand Pinot on the other hand tends to be more 
approachable and early-maturing, producing more forward and fruit-
driven wines. 
 
As well as producing fantastic Pinot Noir, Otago produces great rugby 
- the Otago stadium saw England’s victories against Argentina,  
Romania and Georgia at the World Cup, as well as Italy’s defeat to 
Ireland.  One of our new New Zealand Pinot Noirs comes from one of 
our favourite producers Mud House, the Golden Terraces Pinot Noir. 
This is a new addition to our range, which was added after our recent 
New World Wine Fair, where it caught the eye of most of our staff and 
has proved to be a big hit since. 
  

The reputation of big name Burgundies tends to be based on the appellation in which it was produced, 
rather than from the name of a famous Chateau as is the case in Bordeaux.  Gevrey-Chambertin,  
Nuits-Saint-Georges and Mercurey have all become synonymous with producing top-end, high quality red 
wines using Pinot Noir.  Due to the way the French AOC system works, to be labelled as from these  
regions, producers have to adhere to strictly controlled guidelines, helping to ensure quality. One of our 
favourites for Christmas this year is the Mercurey “Framboisiere” 
by Domaine Faiveley. 

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow 

Rugby Club member by producing 

either your valid 2011 - 12 

membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the 

participating retailer’s card to 

receive substantial discounts off 

listed prices. 

 

Chelsea Flowers 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(shop sales only) 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Loch Fyne Restaurant 

Brook Lane, Alderley Edge 

(a la carte menu only) 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for 

a Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior 

bookings advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Morley Garden Centre 

Altrincham Rd., Wilmslow 

 

Motrax Motor Accessories 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

By Alice Hewitt at Portland Wines 

Sourced from only the top 
parcels of Mud House 
Central Otago Pinot Noir, 
this is a stunning example 
– packed with berry fruit 
on the nose with hints of 
mocha. Concentrated yet 
elegant with great struc-
ture. Perfect for Christ-
mas Day! 
 

£17.95 at Portland Wine.  

Powerful and fruity on the 
nose, with lots of black 
fruit and some woody 
notes. Fleshy and powerful 
on the palate with lots of 
ripe red fruit followed by 
velvety tannins and a long, 
fruity finish.  Perfect with a 
Boxing Day supper of cold 
cuts of Turkey and Ham. 

 

£19.95 at Portland Wine. 

Alderley Edge 

Hale 

Macclesfield, 

Buxton 

Tarporley  

Marple Bridge 



 
A Warm Welcome 
Awaits You From 

Emma and Daryl at 
 

THE HORSE 
& JOCKEY 

Gravel  Lane 
 

‘A Real Gem of a Pub’ 
 

Cask Ales : Pool Table : Monday & Thursday Quiz Nights : Live Football 

The Official 

Wilmslow Rugby Club Shop 

Open 
Saturdays 

1.30pm  5.00pm 
Sundays 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

Studs 
Shorts 
Gloves 

Polo Shirts 
Replica Kit 

Headguards 
Training Tops 
Shoulder Pads 

Club Ties and Shirts 

Club and Ground Hire at The Memorial Ground 
 
We can help you to organise………… 
 
Children’s Parties : Corporate Events : Business Meetings  
Wedding Receptions : Special Occasions 
 
Function Rooms and Playing Fields  
Fully Licensed with optional bar extensions : Catering  
BBQ Equipment : Car Park : Audio and Visual Facilities  
Large TV Screen : 1000 Watt PA and Lighting 
 
CONTACT : KEITH BOOTH 
TEL 01625 522274 

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

SATURDAY 3RD. DECEMBER 
 
Rochdale had to work harder for their win against Anselmians than the 29-13 score line would 
suggest.  The home side went ahead whilst the Saints were down to fourteen men and then scored a 
second early in the second half.  Two Simon Mason penalties had kept the visitors in touch and when 
Paul Hellier scored to bring it back to 14-13, it was game on.  Rochdale however capitalised on Saints 
errors in the last quarter to add two tries and a penalty.  Another five pointer for them. 
 
LSH were comprehensively outplayed by a Widnes side, administering the Moss Laners heaviest 
home defeat for almost four years.   With the wind and rain at their backs, Widnes never let LSH 
settle and showed an eagerness that the home side couldn’t match.  A penalty from Kevin Leadbetter 
in the 3rd minute set Widnes on their way and in the second quarter they racked up the points to a 
19 point interval lead.  Pier Liku, Andrew Riley and Paul Borge all crossed for tries. In the second half 
Martin Bamber scored from a Phil Kearns break but as LSH chased the game an error allowed Matty 
Smith in for Widnes.  John Pape, on as a replacement for Matty Holding, gave LSH a glimmer of hope 
in the 63rd minute when finishing off a good backs running move but their cause was not helped two 
minutes later when injuries in the Widnes front row forced the game to go to unconverted scrums 
which, together with a clever and successful slowing down tactic from the visitors, saw very little 
open action for the rest of the game.  Leadbetter then scored from a breakaway five minutes before 
the end.  
 
Vale of Lune scored eight tries to Aspatria’s five in a 77 point romp at Powderhouse Lane.  Vale 
scored three times in the first fifteen minutes through Jimmy Moore, James Hodder and Tom Ball 
before Aspatria responded on 23 minutes with a try from centre Lee Askew.  Hodder got his second 
for Vale from 45 metres, skipper Darren Wilson added the fith.  Aspatria’s second try through Heine 
Jonker and third from Adam Birkett soon followed and then it was half time.  Three more Vale tries 
came from prop Alex Morrison, Tom Ball and James Hodder as Aspatria replied through Jack Clegg 
and Michael Fagan.  It kept everyone warm on a dirty afternoon. 
 



I find it hard to 
believe that we 
are now at the 
midway point in 
the season, and 
that we are into 
December and 
are yet to have a 

game postponed due to the weather (at 
least not at the point of writing this!). I am sure you 
will all recall the snow that impacted so heavily on 
the sporting calendar at this time last year. 
 
We also find ourselves 2 games away from a two week 
break, only 2 weeks after a break. I look at the board in 
the Physio room and see that there are very few names 
up there which is a testament to the medics' hard work 
but also how welcome that week off was received. 
However, those of you who travelled to Wigton will have 
seen a performance that look anything but rested. 
Rather, we looked like we ha regressed 5 or 6 weeks 
instead of the improved side we had apparently become. 
 
Momentum is a wonderful thing, as Sandbach have 
shown with their season to date. Am I making excuses 
for our performance at Wigton? No. Do I think that the 
week off impacted on our performance? Possibly, but 
more of a mental impact than a physical one. Any 
sportsman will tell you that they would rather keep 
playing when they are doing well than have a breather. 

You could argue then that the Christmas break could not 
come at a worse time. My personal preference would be 
for the second round to come after the Christmas break 
so that it is almost a completely clean sheet, but it is 
what it is. Am I confident that our fortunes will improve in 
the second half of the season? Yes, without a doubt. 
The greatest reason for this (combined with the lack of 
injuries) is that we have nothing to fear of any of the 

teams in this league. I can go further in that we have 
improved dramatically since we played the majority of 
teams and we are to play the top sides at home. 
 
All added together, we should be looking at an exciting 
new year and spring. 
 
The hard work for us starts against Northwich, a side we 
should have beaten at their place. They have had their 
share of injury problems but things seem back on track 
for them now and we face a stern test. As I said though, 
we have improved dramatically and I can promise you a 
game of rugby today. 
 
On a personal note, there have been some tough times 
for my wife and I over the past few weeks. The support 
that the Club, the management and the players have 
shown has been deeply appreciated. I thank you, and 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Senior Col ts  U19s wi th Tim Street  and Geoff  Crawford before  their  

Cheshire Cup Round 1  match against  Stockport  

On the hour mark Northwich captain Sam Naylor scored his second individual try, which Grant Hallam 

had no problem in converting, to create what should have been an unassailable 6-28 margin against 
Broughton Park but in the last quarter their effort faded away and in awful conditions BP scored 
three forward oriented ‘up your jumper type’ tries to come within a cats whisker of stealing the 
game.  Sam Naylor back in his preferred position in the back row scored twice for the ‘Blacks’, a third 
came from winger Chris Courtnage and Grant Hallam kicked a drop goal, a conversion and two 
penalties.  Ronan O’Brien kicked two penalties and converted three tries from Guy Barlow, Warren 
Duffy and Jake Smith but it ended 28-27 tov the visitors. 
 
It was a much changed Wirral side which turned out on a back pitch at Clatterbridge against Leigh.  
The Leigh pack was soon on top and throughout Wirral had to survive on scraps.  Tom Forshaw kicked 
2 penalties for Leigh before Dan Harvey finished off a Wirral handling move.  No. 8 Calvin Crompton 
scored for Leigh from a highly contentious restart.  In the period leading up to half time, Wirral 
enjoyed their best period of the game.  Sam Broadbent took a quick penalty to release Craig Harvey 
for their second try and left winger Ollie Atkinson picked up a bouncing ball to score in the corner.  
With the elements behind them in the second half though, Leigh knew how to kick the ball into 
attacking positions and tries followed from Adam Tyson, Steve Millard and Calvin Crompton again.  
Right at the end a losing bonus point went to Wirral when the tireless Robbie Pearl scored. 
 
And now league leaders Sandbach, who made a slow start at Carlisle until they realised the answer 
was to keep the ball away from big Callum Rowlandson and the rest of the Crlisle pack.  Despite the 
conditions, this is what they did.  Richard Murray caught a Cargill cross kick for the opening Sandbach 
score and together with 3 Cargill penalties, they led 16-6 at half time.  In the second half, they kept 
putting the ball behind the Carlisle defence and Jack Leech scored twice.  Carlisle never threw in the 
towel though.  They had a good period in the Sandbach twenty two go unrewarded before finishing 
the game with a score from Simon Little. 
 
It had been a long time coming but finally in challenging conditions Wigton put in a match winning 
performance for the full 80 minutes and earned a hard fought victory against Wilmslow, which will 
give them confidence for the second half of the season.  With wind behind them, Wigton opened 
brightly as both the returning David Hanabury and Gregg Smith found their range with the boot, 
penning Wilmslow back.  A well worked try after twenty minutes from Fergus Ledingham after he was 
put away by hooker Stephen Carruthers got them on their way.  Despite then having to defend for 
much of the remaining first period, they led 10-0 at the break when Greg Smith kicked a penalty.   
Against all expectations, a terrific second half Wigton forward effort, led by the veteran of twenty 
years, Andrew Bell, kept Wilmslow in their own half until centre Richard Moffat scored for a 17-0 
lead.  A period of Wilmslow pressure was then repulsed until with six minutes to go scrum half Andy 
Walker scored Wilmslow’s try from close range but Wigton were then able to close out the game 
without alarm. 

DAILY MAIL SCHOOLS CUP 

After wins against Audenshaw School by 52-0, Manchester Grammar School by 34-3 and 

Lancaster RGS by 19-3, Wilmslow High School took on Merchant Taylors’ School Crosby 

on Wednesday for their fifth round match and won 26-7.   

 

The date for their sixth round match against Woodhouse Grove School, who beat the High 

School in a regular fixture earlier in the autumn, is still to be published.  Elsewhere last 

year’s winners Whitgift were bundled out of this year’s competition by Dulwich College.  

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wigtonrufc/s/players-coaches-53650.html?player_id=530505
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wigtonrufc/s/players-coaches-53650.html?player_id=530504


 

AMLIN CHALLENGE 

CUP 

 
18th. December 

Edgeley Park 3.00pm. 

 

AGEN 

 

AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

 
26th. December 

Edgeley park 2.30pm 

 

NEWCASTLE  

FALCONS 

SIX NATIONS 2012 

4th. February       
France v Italy 
Stade de France               2.30pm 
 
Scotland v England 
Murrayfield                        5.00pm 
 
5th. Fenruary 
Ireland v Wales 
Aviva Stadium                  3.00pm 
 
11th. February 
Italy v England 
Stadio Olimpico                4.00pm 
 
France v Ireland 
Stade de France               8.00pm 
 
12th. February 
Wales v Scotland 
Millennium Stadium         3.00pm 
 
25th. February 
Ireland v Italy 
Aviva Stadium                 1.30pm 
 
England v Wales 
Twickenham                    4.00pm 
 
26th. February 
Scotland v France 
Murrayfield                      3.00pm 
 
10th. March 
Wales v Italy 
Millennium Stadium         2.30pm 
 
Ireland v Scotland 
Aviva Stadium                 5.00pm 
 
11th. March 
France v England 
Stade de France             3.00pm 
 
17th. March 
Italy v Scotland 
Stadio Olimpico             12.30pm 
 
Wales v France 
Millennium Stadium       2.45pm 
 
England v Ireland 
Twickenham                  5.00pm 
 



League North 1 West 

2011 – 12 

League Results—2011/2012 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Anselmians   25-17 45-14  0-17    43-30  39-17  17-36 

Aspatria 14-14   22-28 29-40 16-28 20-18  10-40   12-29   

Broughton Park  52-3   17-13  27-28 3-0  27-20    29-25 

Carlisle   24-12      11-28 7-44 20-13  17-0 13-14 

Leigh 32-7   28-24  12-32 6-10  29-23  29-13    

Liverpool St. H   33-7 52-0     12-16  17-34  18-13 21-14 

Northwich 38-15   50-0  13-12   9-15  22-17 36-10 27-19  

Rochdale 29-13 29-16  31-11 25-15 8-9 32-38     28-10   

Sandbach 60-8  17-14     29-5  33-19 47-24  23-12 42-3 

Vale of Lune  50-27   28-20 33-41 31-5 56-29    37-7   

Widnes  60-19 37-25     12-7  34-21   37-7 8-15 

Wigton 30-7  19-24 15-16  24-44   21-23  25-28  17-7  

Wilmslow 35-5 24-8 17-18  17-45   25-15  35-27    34-18 

Wirral  70-29   22-33  20-19 17-15  24-33  28-11   
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Aspatria v Wirral 
 

Carlisle v  
Anselmians 

 
Leigh v  

Broughton Park 
 

Rochdale v  
Vale of Lune 

 
Sandbach v 
Liverpool St. 

Helens 
 

Widnes v Wigton 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Sandbach 13 12 0 1 396 177 219 7 55 0 

Liverpool St Helens 13 10 0 3 336 190 146 8 48 0 

Widnes 13 9 0 4 349 245 104 10 46 0 

Northwich 13 9 0 4 313 224 89 8 44 0 

Leigh 13 7 0 6 315 262 53 10 38 0 

Vale of Lune 13 7 0 6 429 332 97 7 35 0 

Broughton Park 13 7 0 6 272 261 11 6 34 0 

Wirral 13 7 0 6 306 304 2 5 33 0 

Rochdale 13 5 0 8 253 254 -1 11 31 0 

Wilmslow 13 5 0 8 245 275 -30 5 25 0 

Carlisle 13 5 0 8 185 354 -169 2 22 0 

Anselmians 13 4 1 8 238 369 -131 3 21 0 

Wigton 13 2 0 11 218 351 -133 7 15 0 

Aspatria 13 1 1 11 225 482 -257 4 10 0 

Matches against Northwich have in recent years tended to go with the territory.  Last 
season, the Wolves won at home, thanks mainly to the debilitating boot of Bob 
MacCallum, who just kept on knocking over penalties to eventually push the Wolves 
out of sight.  Northwich though picked themselves up from a slow start to trounce us 
in the return at Moss Farm in the spring and went on to narrowly miss out on last 
season’s runners up spot.  Back in 2009/10 they had actually finished runners up 
before going down away at Sandal in the play off.  This season, they are also still in 
the hunt for honours but as injuries have taken their toll together with two extremely 
narrow defeats at Wigton and Wirral a gap had emerged between them and LSH and 

Sandbach at the top.  After last week’s results though, in particular LSH’s home defeat by Widnes and their own one 
point success at Broughton Park, they will no doubt sense that it’s wide open once again, so they will certainly be keen 
today to record another win away from home.   
 
In recent seasons their overall league record has been better than ours.  For many years, until the pendulum swung, 
their close neighbours Winnington Park enjoyed national league rugby so it’s perhaps a bit surprising that our visitors 
haven’t been able so far to capitalise on their present ascendency in Northwich to go up another league.   
 
Last weekend, they secured a one point win away at Broughton Park.  Apparently it was an excellent game in 
atrocious conditions.  Northwich enjoyed the better of them in the first half to turn round 8-3 ahead and then took full 
advantage to go 28-6 ahead in the early part of the second half whilst Park’s Mike Mudd was sin binned.  Park came 
back with three late tries but it was all just too late.  Northwich though made the better decisions when on the ball and 
were considered to be thoroughly worth their win.   
 
It was interesting to note that only six of the Northwich side at Park last week played in the team which came here last 
September whilst nine of the Wolves from last September were in the team at Wigton. 
 

NORTHWICH 

Pictures from Wilmslow v Northwich on 4th. September 2010 



We first played today’s visitors in 1979; playing then under the guise of 
Mid-Cheshire College.  We lost 6-12. and then played them sporadically, 
until they changed their name to Northwich and they became regular 

league opponents.  In the old, the colleges turned out some good teams 
and I well remember Alsager College beating us in the Cheshire Cup a 
couple of times. 
 
We also played Manchester and Leeds University teams; both full of 
players who went on to grace senior teams.  Leeds University, in 
particular, had, in the early 1960’s, a pack that contained three future 
England players; Ray French, Bev Dovey and David Wrench. They beat 
us every year until about 1968 when we won 48-3 and never recovered 
their former glory. Perhaps they had to stop recruiting rugby players and 
get some proper students.  In 1966 we just lost, 3-6, and our President at the time, George Rose, who 
was also a senior Society referee, was so disgusted with the referee’s performance that he wrote to the 
Yorkshire Society to complain and was told, in no uncertain terms, to mind his own business.  The 
referee is always right. 
 

I thought members might like to know what is going on behind the scenes with our development plans.  
We hosted a Cheshire Under 16’s game a month or so ago and the floodlights were so bad that a 
quarter of the pitch was almost in the dark.  An electrician’s inspection found that several of the bulbs 
had gone and the wiring between two other poles had perished.  Thanks to a generous donation from 
an anonymous donor and our reserves, these problems have now been rectified.  Work to restore the 
retaining wall behind the hall and beer cellar has also been given the go-ahead.  The unsightly piles of 
earth on the edge of the car park will also be removed while we have a digger on site.  We have also 
had problems with the water supply to the showers.  The boilers are big enough to cope but the bore of 
the pipes is too small to feed them. We are awaiting a quote from United Utilities to improve the flow 

and hope to complete the work before the freezing weather starts, as the pipes are on the surface at 
present. The next project when funds are available will be the re-building of the beer cellar wall.   
 
It is good see Gascoigne Halman sponsoring today’s game. One of the partners, Phil Chadwick, who 
played for Manchester for several years, is the father of Ricky and John Halman is the cousin of my old 
friend Alan Halman, who played for the club in the 1960’s and may well have played against Leeds 
University. 
 
Finally, you may not know that two of our old stalwarts are in the Alexandra Hospital this week, Peter 
Poizer for a heart valve operation and Ian Stewart for an operation to remove a cancerous lump, 
already much reduced by chemotherapy, from his liver.  I am sure we all wish all wish them a speedy 

and full recovery. 

Saturday 3rd. December 2011                       North 1 West 
Wigton 17 – 7 Wilmslow 
Once again, the Wolves failed to secure that elusive first away win of the season. The visit to a Wigton side, 
struggling close to the bottom of the table and without a home win, had seemed to provide the best 
opportunity so far for success on the road.  Tellingly the Wigton match notes pointed out that several of their 
defeats had been by the closest of margins and that Wilmslow had won nothing on their travels.  They too 
had clearly targeted this as a game they could win.  By the end though, the Wolves had just been unable to 
adapt their preferred style of game sufficiently for the conditions.  They were similar to what had been 
encountered at Carlisle a month before and it seemed that not much had been learnt from that.  Wigton 
played the conditions better particularly in the second half and thoroughly deserved their win. 
 
A cold gale force wind was blowing straight down the Wigton ground from the North West towards the South 
East.  It was the kind of wind that if you tried to kick against it, the ball was liable to end up behind your in goal 
line and if you tried to kick with it, then the outcome would likely be just the same.  I’m not sure whether or not 
the Wigton pitch is a bit narrower than some others but neither side seemed able to master the conditions to 
kick into the corners.  On balance though, Wigton’s No. 10, David Hanabury, probably made a better stab at it 
than Wilmslow’s Bob MacCallum.  A probable case of benefiting from local knowledge. 
 
Nevertheless, the Wolves made a good showing of at it in the first half when they had to play into the teeth of 
the gale.  Their play was sensible as they won sufficient possession from scrum and lineout to drive their way 
upfield with straight running from forwards and backs alike.  On the occasions when the home side did 
threaten, the Wolves got back into defence to soon recover the ball and start the process again.  After twenty 
minutes though, Wigton won a scrum on half way and as they set off from the base of the scrum on their right, 
they found the Wolves back row AWOL.  Out numbered, there wasn’t much the defenders could do as crisp 
passing and handling by the home side released their scrum half, Fergus Ledingham, with a clear run for the 
opening score under the posts.  A few minutes later, full back Greg Smith, landed a penalty to put Wigton ten 
points clear.  The Wolves responded well, taking the ball at the restart, and ending the half well in Wigton 
territory.  MacCallum had a go at a penalty from in front of the posts in the Wigton twenty two only to see his 
decently struck effort blown away by the wind.  Opinion at half time was that it had been more than a ten point 
gale and that the Wolves were still very much in it. 
 
But it soon went wrong.  The Wigton forwards took the ball cleanly at the start of the second half and for fully 
fifteen minutes the Wolves couldn’t get their hands on the ball except for once when MacCallum’s kick from 
his own half of the field ended up behind the dead ball line.  A fracas between several players broke out and 
led to the Yorkshire referee, Will Halford, even handedly sending Wilmslow’s James Keys and Wigton’s 
Callum Studholme to the bin.  But Wigton were back in possession again and a muddle on the Wilmslow line 
led to a try by their centre, Richard Moffatt, converted by Smith.  Now seventeen points in arrears away from 
home as the final quarter approached, it was beginning to look mission improbable for Wilmslow. 
 
Coach Giles Heagerty rang the changes, bringing on Chris Findlow and Lewis McKay in the front row for Sam 
Rodman and Jack Walmsley.  Mike Black moved into the back row in place of Dan Partington and Chris Lee 
went into the centre.  For fifteen minutes or so, the Wolves now did manage to raise the siege and to test the 
Wigton defence.  The pack though just didn’t possess the power to drive and barge over the line and any 
attempt to put width on the ball in the backs was doomed to disaster.  The Wolves just didn’t have the ideas 
and playmakers to break down the stubborn Wigton defence despite several opportunities.  Eventually 

though, with just seven minutes left, scrum 
half Andy Walker managed to touch down 
from the base of a pile up on the Wigton 
line but it was too late.   
 
In the final minutes the Wolves were either 
unable to put the ball into the field position 
they needed to or just decided not to.  
Trying to run their way out of their half 
though just wasn’t going to be the answer 
as they desperately passed and threw the 
ball around with the inevitable 
consequences.  It was all so 
disappointing.  You just can’t come to a 
place like Wigton on a day like this to play 
like that and expect to win said a 
frustrated Giles Heagerty afterwards.  
Amen to that!      

The High and Lows of Cumbria 
Norman Herring tells us why he particularly enjoys visiting Wigton and Aspatria 
Last Saturday saw another sortie by a few hardy supporters trekking up the M6 to Wigton.  Following a 'recce' 
last year, we had discovered the delightful village of Hesket Newmarket (not a race horse in sight) about fifteen 

minutes drive from Wigton and its even more delightful pub.  We decided then that a return visit to the Ye Old 
Crown Inn for lunch would be compulsory.   
 
The pub is unusual on two counts.  First, it is owned by the village in the form of a co-operative and better still 
it brews all its own beer in an old barn just behind the kitchen and dining room. 

     
Our four seasoned and thirsty travellers, Jonty Fallows (closely accompanied by his hangover from the Friday 
night 'wind down'), Barry Fisher, David Pike and myself  were spoilt, to say the least, by the bewildering choice 
of ales on offer :  Helvellyn Gold, Sca Fell Blonde, Skiddaw Special, Haystacks, Doris's 90th ( 90th what you 
may ask) and last but not least, High Pike which our erstwhile press officer and programme editor declined to 
taste.  It was a filthy day outside but inside the bar was snug with a proper wood stove and perfect ambience.   

    
Lunch of excellent home made soup and tasty fresh baguettes was just right for the game ahead which was 
played in a strong end to end wind.  The lunch and pints at Ye Olde Crown transpired to be the high point of 
our visit to Wigton as sadly the game from our point of view was at the opposite end of the scale. 
 
The pub is conveniently situated for visits to both Wigton and Aspatria.  In fact, it’s what makes the effort to 

get there worthwhile and is the main reason why we’ll be going to Aspatria in the New Year.  I can thoroughly 
recommend it to alickadoos and supporters of all the clubs, who have to make the same journey.     



the easyfish company  
in Chapel Lane 

Chelsea Flowers 

59 Chapel Lane 

Tel 01625 52228 

Fax 01625 524440 
www.chelseaflowers.com 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you to  

THE FARMERS ARMS 
in Chapel Lane 

Largest choice of beers in 
Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 

NORTH 1 WEST LEADING POINT SCORERS 2011/12 

Player Team Conv Pens DGs Tries Points 

Will Cargill Sandbach 22 29 1 4 154 

Kevin Leadbetter Widnes 29 17 0 9 154 

Craig Harvey Wirral 22 23 0 4 133 

Grant Hallam Northwich 27 13 1 3 111 

Tom Carter Vale of Lune 25 18 0 1 109 

Matt Cunliffe Liverpool St Helens 22 15 0 2 99 

Bob MacCallum Wilmslow 20 15 1 2 98 

Paul Wilcock Leigh 6 7 0 11 88 

Glen Weightman Carlisle 9 22 0 0 84 

Jack Clegg Aspatria 13 19 0 0 83 

James Moore Vale of Lune 8 4 0 7 63 

James Hodder Vale of Lune 0 1 0 12 63 

Tom Forshaw Leigh 17 6 0 2 62 

Daniel Harvey Wirral 1 1 0 10 55 

Matty Smith Widnes 0 0 0 11 55 

Darren James Rochdale 13 7 0 1 52 

Adam Dyson Leigh 0 0 0 10 50 

Ronan O'Brien Broughton Park 8 7 1 2 50 

Ian Stanley Liverpool St Helens 1 0 0 9 47 

Richard Murray Sandbach 0 0 0 9 45 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 

 
 

The scratch side put together by Tim Street and Geoff Crawford from last season’s Senior Colts 
and others from that age group was a bit like an old boy’s reunion but, make no mistake, they 
put Stockport’s regular U19 side to the sword with a stunning display of joyful rugby. 
 
They had come together from all over England for this one.  The fly half Jack Harrison, just oozing 
class, was back from Reading University.  The bulldozing centre Max Smith returned from London.  
Toby Rowe was back from injury last season at the High School.  Sean Street from Loughborough 
University, Sam Rodman from Leeds Met, the list just goes on.  And what a performance they put on. 
 
Five tries were scored by Harry Patch, Angus Crawford, Danny Thomas, Tommy Wilkinson and finally 
in the dying minutes we saw a trademark Sam Rodman score.  In truth, the result was never really in 
doubt from their first concerted attack.  Aggressive driving play and forceful rucking led to the mercurial 
Harry Patch opening the scoring.  Stockport briefly came back to level matters but it wasn’t long before 

Angus Crawford was set free for a long gallop to the line.  With 
the wind behind him in the second half, Harrison knew exactly 
how to thump the ball deep into open spaces, pinning the 
Stockport side back deep in their own half.  Something had to 
give as big Danny Thomas surged through the defence to score 
under the posts.  Hooker Tommy Wilkinson was next on the 
score sheet darting over from a ruck far out on the left.  In the 
swirling wind, Harrison’s conversion was icing on the cake.  
Finally, as we have seen him do in recent matches for the 
Wolves, Rodman was across to join the line for the fifth try. 
 
How it is that some of these boys haven’t touched a rugby ball 
since their regular side disbanded last season is something of a 
mystery said Tim Street afterwards.  Indeed, if they weren’t on 
the senior club’s radar before, then they most certainly should 
be now. 



It’s been a good few weeks for the Juniuor 
Colts.  
 
They started their recent run with a league win 
against Macclesfield by 20-10, performing well 
in scoring 3 tries against their local rivals.  
Having gone behind after 15 minutes, which is 
now traditional, a converted Matty Burgess try put the home team ahead at the interval. Following a 35m penalty from Wilf 
Noden and an uncharacteristic sin-binning for the prop-rock Robert Taylor, the visitors scored a well worked try to draw 
level. But that proved to be the kick start that the Wolves desperately needed. Hooker Jordan Griffiths rounded off a 
period of sustained pressure by stepping his way to the try-line and the victory was secured when Wilf Noden jinked his 
way over in the corner for a well-deserved score. 
 
This was followed by an unkind Cheshire Cup 1st round draw against Wirral because both teams would have had realistic 
ambitions to advance to the later stages of the competition.  On the day, though, it was Wilmslow with the advantage of a 

home draw who emerged 
convincing winners, in part 
avenging the league defeat inflicted 
in the sun of September.  With a 
strong wind assisting in the first half, 
Wilmslow took full advantage in 
scoring three tries from McMurdock, 
Bundy-Davies and Patch and led 17
-0 at the break.  Against the 
elements and showing what a fine 
team they are capable of being, 
they then added two more tries 
within ten  minutes of the restart; 
Wheeler and McMurdock again, 
enjoying the limelight.   
 
Despite conceding a couple of soft 
scores later on, this was an 
outstanding performance from an 
improving team, who've now lost 
only once in their last 7 matches. 
 
Nevertheless they had to trek off to 
Clatterbridge last week for a third 
meeting in three months against 
Wirral - the sides must be sick and 
tired of each other by now - and 
were duly beaten by 15-0 in the 
league. 

The McKechnie  League  
Sponsored by The Art isan Meat  Company  
 
Aspatria v Wirral : Wirral have lost their last two games and so have Aspatria.  I 
just fancy that this is one that Aspatria could win.  It’s a long haul for Wirral in 
probable wintry conditions, blowy, wet, cold, a Cumbrian referee, not much 
travelling support et al.  Home win. 
Carlisle v Anselmians : This week’s visitors to Carlisle are not Sandbach.  Like 
their neighbours from Clatterbridge, I think they’ll find it hard going.  Home win. 
Leigh v Broughton Park : This one could be a very close call between two sides 
with not much to separate them.  When in doubt go with the territory.  Home win. 
Rochdale v Vale of Lune : Another interesting encouinter but Vale haven’t been 
travelling well even though Rochdale is not all that far for them.  Rochdale are also 
coming along quite nicely picking up home wins and plenty of bonus points.  Home 
win. 
Sandbach v Liverpool St. Helens : The top of the table clash but LSH have 
started to look vulnerable.  Beaten at home last weekend by those upstarts from 
Widnes and not too convincing in other recent outings.  On the other hand, 
Sandbach against all expectations are proceeding sweetly with only one defeat this 
term so far.  I can’t see LSH upsetting their progress. 
Widnes v Wigton : This is another one where I can’t see the visitors upsetting the 
home sides’s equilibrium.  Home win. 
Wilmslow v Northwich : You would expect Northwich after their success at 
Broughton Park last week and with the scent of  at least a play off place still in their 
nostrils to be clear favourites against the enigmatic Wolves.  But the Wolves always 
play better at home and Northwich have lost three out of six away from Moss Farm, 
albeit two of them by the narrowest of margins.  A very tight call this one but I guess 
they might just be too strong for the Wolves.  Away win. 
 
  

 

Six teams of five punters each, 
renowned for their insight of 

all things rugby, each week 

give their N1W result 

predictions alongside to the 

league administrator Grant 

McKechnie.  At the end of the 

season the champion punter 

will receive a winner’s pack of 
meat from the league sponsor. 

 

 
 

   

H = Home Win, A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday 3rd. Decemberr 

W
o
lfie

 

M
u
c
k
le

s
 

M
a
ra

u
d

e
rs

 

U
n
c
le

 
A

lb
e
rt’s

   
A

rm
y
 

C
h
e
s
h

ire
’s

 
F

in
e
s
t 

L
e
 C

o
a
c
h
  

&
 C

in
q

 

B
a
r  

K
e
e
p
e
r 

R
e
s
u
lts

 

Broughton Park v Northwich H A H H A H A 

Carlisle v Sandbach H A A H A H A 

Liverpool St. Helens v Widnes H H H H H H A 

Rochdale v Anselmians H A H H H H H 

Vale of Lune v Aspatria H H H H H H H 

Wigton v Wilmslow A A A H A H H 

Wirral v Leigh H A H H A A A 

Points for the Week 4 8 6 6 10 8  

Points for the Season 108 118 124 108 122 116  

Saturday 10th. December       

Aspatria v Wirral H A  A A H 

Carlisle v Anselmians H H  H H H 

Leigh v Broughton Park H A  H H H 

Rochdale v Vale of Lune H H  H A H 

Sandbach v Liverpool St. Helens H H  H H H 

Widnes v Wigton H H  H H H 

Wilmslow v Northwich H A  H A A 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Stockport Junior Colts 13 11 0 2 329 166 163 35 0 

Wirral Junior Colts 13 10 1 2 348 133 215 34 0 

Caldy Junior Colts 13 8 0 5 438 173 265 29 0 

Sandbach Junior Colts 13 7 0 6 314 252 62 27 0 

Preston Grasshoppers Junior Colts 13 6 1 6 198 164 34 26 0 

Broughton Park Junior Colts 13 6 0 7 224 374 -150 25 0 

Wilmslow Junior Colts 13 5 1 7 183 247 -64 23 0 

Lymm Junior Colts 13 4 2 7 272 438 -166 23 0 

Macclesfield Junior Colts 13 4 1 8 199 339 -140 22 0 

Altrincham Kersal Junior Colts 13 0 2 11 120 339 -219 14 0 

Cherry Tree Farm 

Lees Lane   Mottram St. Andrew 
 

Open :  

Tue - Fri 

8.00am -5.30pm  
Sat 8.00am -5.00pm 

Sun 10.00am -4.00pm 

This week, rump 
steaks are on at 

£4.99 lb. 

Grant says home advantage 
will not be enough so an away 
win. 
 
Long way for Anselmians to go 
and the Cumbrian weather will 
give Carlisle the advantage.   
 
Home win 
 
Home advantage to count but a 
losing bonus point for Vale 
 
My bet is that LSH will get an 
away win here 
 
 
Widnes.  A banker as strong as 
Rangers and Celtic 
 
The big pitch likely to suit 
Wilmslow more than Northwich 
so a tough fight but a home 
win. 
 





Saturday  10th. December 2011 
League North One West 
Wilmslow v Northwich 

15. Ben Day 
 
14. Tom Raynor 
13.    Ricky Chadwick 
12. Craig Cooper 
11. Matthew King 
 
10. Bob MacCallum 
9. Andy Walker 
 
1.      Chris Findlow 
2.      Alex Donaldson 
3.      Jack Walmsley 
4. Gareth Tait 
5. Mike Clifford 
6. James Keys 
7. Mike Black 
8. Dan Wright 
 
Subs 
Sam Rodman 
Dan Partington 
Stuart Lyndsey 

Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria 
 
Robin Greenway 
Gascoigne Halman 
Easyfish 
Rick Green 
 
Wilmslow IT 
Nick Fiennes 
 
Mellington Estates 
Norman Herring 
Hotel TV Company 
Saddle B & B 
FGP 
McCafferty Asset Mgt  
TD Travel Management 
Deloitte 
 
 
Spencer Hunt 
Mike Hamlin of Slater Heelis  
Drew Donaldson 

Referee 
Matt Coultas 
 NLDRFURS 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

17th. December 

 

SU1            Vikings v Waterloo 

SU4S        Developmentals v  

                    Heaton Moor Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Northwich XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and 

individuals who have supported the cause of Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed 
towards funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios and team travel. 

 
Matthew King - Rick Green : Ben Day - Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria, Hale  

Bob MacCallum - Wilmslow IT :  Aaron Loftus - OCA Restaurant 
Andy Walker - Nick Fiennes : Stuart Lyndsey - Drew Donaldson  

Jack Walmsley - The Hotel TV Company : Gareth Tait -  Saddle B & B  
Lewis MacKay - GPM Developments : Ross Mitchell -John Holloway  

Chris Findlow - Mellington Estates : Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates 
Sam Cutts - David Barker : Liam McCrea - Strength and Performance 

Mike Clifford - Fallows Gowan Partnership    
Dominic Clancy - Deansgate Taverns : Dan Wright - Deloitte 

Craig Cooper - Easyfish of Chapel Lane :   
Ricky Chadwick -Gascoigne Halman :  
Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates :  

Dan Partington -Slater Heelis/Mike Hamlin  
James Keys and Ben Jones - McCafferty Asset Management    

Alex Donaldson - Norman Herring : Giles Heagerty - Forge Dynamic Ltd 
Hugo Corbett -Jon Hitch : Tom Raynor - Robin Greenway  

Mike Black - TD Travel Management : Sean Street - Proseal 
Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15.    Joel Barber     
 
14.  Adam Bown  
13.     Chris Dale  
12.     Dan King  
11.     Andy Chubb  
 
10.     Grant Hallam  
9.  Mike Gallimore 
    
1.  Lawrence Cray 
2. John Feldman 
3.  Chris James 
4.  Chris Heywood 
5.  Rick Smith 
6.  Ryan McKibbin 
7.       Sam Naylor 
8.       Graham Robinson 
 
Subs 
Chris Courtnage  
Josh Cammiss 
Dara Cairns 

Next week, the Wolves head off down the M56 into the 
Wirral for a 2.15pm kick off against Anselmians 

MALONE FIELD, EASTHAM VILLAGE RD., EASTHAM 

WIRRAL, CH62 OBJ, Tel: 0151 327 1613 
1. Leave the M53 at Junction 5 

2. Take the 1st exit onto New Chester Road : 0.6 mi 

3. Turn Right at Eastham Rake : go 0.4 mi 
4. Turn Left at Eastham Village Road : go 0.1 mi 

5. Arrive at Anselmians Rugby Union Football Club. 

 
Unfortunately, we don’t have a recommended pre match 

pub for this fixture.  Any suggestions will be considered.  I 

seem to recall though that the bar at Anselmians is 
perfectly hospitable and normally busy.  


