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Welcomes 

SANDBACH 

Fixtures and Results 2010 - 11  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

SU1 

  Ravens 

SU5E 

Hawks  

SU4S  
 

SEP 3 
10 
17 
24 

BROUGHTON PK 
Northwich 
ANSELMIANS 
LEIGH 

L 
L 
W 
L 

 Trafford MV 
ROSSENDALE 
Waterloo 
Leigh 

L 
P 
W 
W 

 Whitchurch 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 2 
OLD BEDIANS 2 

P 
W 
W 
W 

 STOCKPORT 5 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 3 
Didsbury TH 

W 
W 
L 
W 

OCT 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Widnes 
ASPATRIA 
Sandbach 
ROCHDALE 
Carlisle 

L 
W 
L 
W 
L 

 STOCKPORT 3 
Macclesfield 3 
SANDBACH 
Preston GH 3 
Carlisle 

W 
L 
W 
W 
W 

 Didsbury TH 
NORTHWICH 4 
Winnington Pk 
Knutsford 2 
OSWESTRY 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 ASHTON  ON M 3 
Holmes Chapel 2 
 
MACCLESFIELD 
Crewe & Nantwich 

W 
W 
 
L 

NOV 5 
12 
19 
24 
26 

VALE OF LUNE 
Liverpool St. H 
WIRRAL 

W 
L 
W 

 Aldwinians 
BIRKENHEAD PK 
Wirral 
Liverpool St. H (Cup) 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Crewe & Nantwich 
ACTON NOMADS 1 
Northwich 

D 
W 
W 

 BUXTON 2 
Acton Nomads 2 
CONGLETON 2 

L 
W 
W 

DEC 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Wigton 
NORTHWICH 
Anselmians 

L 
W 
P 

 KENDAL 
Rossendale 
WATERLOO 

W 
W 
W 

 TRAFFORD MV 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 2 

W 
P 
W 

 Lymm 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 3 

L 
W 
W 

JAN 7 
14 
21 
28 

Leigh 
WIDNES 
Anselmians 
Aspatria 

W 
P 
L 
L 

 LEIGH 
Stockport 3 
 
MACCLESFIELD 3 

W 
L 
 
W 

 Old Bedians 2 
DIDSBURY TH 
Oswestry (Shield) 
Northwich 4 

W 
W 
L 
W 

 DIDSBURY TH 
Ashton on Mersey 3 
DUKINFIELD (Plate) 
HOLMES CHAPEL 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 4 
11 
18 
25 

SANDBACH 
 
Rochdale 
WIDNES 

P 
 
L 
W 

 Sandbach 
 
PRESTON GH 3 
Sandbach 

P 
 
W 
L 

 WINNINGON PK 
 
KNUTSFORD 2 

P 
 
W 

  
 
Macclesfield 

 
 
L 

MAR  3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

CARLISLE 
Vale of Lune 
 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Wirral 

W 
L 

 CARLISLE 
ALDWINIANS 
 
Birkenhead Pk 
WIRRAL 

W 
W 

 Oswestry 2 
CREWE & NA’WICH 
 
Acton Nomads 1 
NORTHWICH 

L 
W 

 CREWE & N‘TWCH 
Buxton 2 
ACTON NOMADS 2 
Congleton 2 

W 
W 

APR 7 
14 
21 
28 

 
WIGTON 
Broughton Pk 

   
Kendal 
TRAFFORD MV 

   
Trafford MV 
WHITCHURCH 

   
LYMM 
Stoockport 5 

 

Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Junior Colts League : Division A 

SEP 4 
11 
18 
25 

Stockport 
PRESTON GH 
Sandbach 
Macclesfield 

L 
L 
L 
W 

DEC 4 
11 
18 
25 

Wirral 
 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 

L 
 
W 

MAR 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
KESWICK/RFU SHIELD 

 

OCT 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

WIRRAL 
Altrincham Kersal 
CALDY 
Broughton Park 
Lymm 

L 
W 
W 
WOL 
D 

JAN 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Lymm 
 

L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APR 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

NOV 6 
13 
20 
27 

Preston GH 
SANDBACH 
MACCLESFIELD 
WIRRAL (CC 1ST RD) 

L 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 5 
12 
19 
26 

CHESHIRE CUP 2ND RD 
STOCKPORT 

 
W 

MAY 6 
13 

  

NORTH 1 WEST : http://www.rfu.com    :     httpe://www.rugbyroundup.com 
NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD INTERMEDIATE LEAGUES :  http://www.rfu.com    :    http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
COLTS : http://www.rfu.com      :    http://www.colts-rugby.org.uk 

Once again, welcome everybody to Wilmslow Rugby Club, especially to our near neighbours 
Sandbach RUFC, in a twice rearranged match due to the previous icy weather. 
 
Before talking about real rugby, I will continue my little comments on the England RFU 
saga. With the exciting win against France last week, a sense of euphoria has crept over us, 
hiding the fact that the same gentlemen are still running the show and the hope that the new 
Chief Executive would bring more sense and proper organisation and control. I am not yet 
convinced of this, as it was reported they had already sounded out a South African (I have 
forgotten his name) for Head Coach – and he turned it down! – another PR gaff, at a time 
when all attention should be on backing the current team and coaching staff.  
 
Back to our level! Wilmslow Wolves have again proved an enigma- poor results in January 
into February then 2 excellent wins over good opposition and last week, a loss at Vale of 
Lune. Although outmuscled in the forwards, they could have contrived a win but for a 
couple of elementary errors. They continue to put in a lot of hard work and I hope today you 
will see a Wolves side that is fulfilling its potential. 
 
Sandbach, along with Widnes, are the best teams we have played this year and it is no 
surprise at their positions in the league. Wilmslow have played Sandbach 1st Team regularily 
since 1989/90, prior to that the Vikings had many hard games at their old ground at 
Sandbach School before they became an open club and moved to their excellent new ground 
on the edge of Sandbach. According to our resident archivist, Barry Fisher, we are indebted 
to an Eddie Yates who played for Wilmslow many years ago, who lived in Sandbach and 
arranged the first games. Since their move, Sandbach have progressed well and are a buoyant 
thriving club. I hope to see Colin Davenport today. Colin played 177 times for Wilmslow and 
along with his brothers well over 250. The family are still well presented at Sandbach at all 
levels and there maybe a Davenport in todays team. 
 
As you can see in the programme the Wolves are currently 10th in their league but I feel with 
quality shown, albeit in patches, they can end the season a little higher. It is also getting rather 
exciting with our other senior teams- and for 2 of them crucial games today. Both the 
Vikings and the 3rds head their leagues with the former clashing today with second place 
Birkenhead Park 2nds, only one point separating them. The 3rds, level at the top with 
Trafford MV 3rds, have an easier match against bottom team Whitchurch. Our 4th team, the 
Ravens, are second in their league and are playing today top placed Heaton Moor 3rds, only 1 
point above them – should be very exciting for all the teams.  
 
I hope everybody today enjoy the clubs very good facilities, enjoy the good rugby from all the 
teams and we have another England win! – with apologies to our Scottish/Welsh and Irish 
colleagues ( sorry Paddy!) !!!  



2011 - 2012 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Jon Hitch 
Immediate Past President 
David Barker 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Dave Scanlon 
Hon. Secretary 
Barry Fisher 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 

 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Dan Wright 
Vice Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Club Coach 
Giles Heagerty 
Vikings Captain 
Oliver Mooney 
Hawks Captain 
Matt  Tucker 
Ravens Captain 
Jim Senior 
 

Club Website 
www pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :      david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORING ORGANISATIONS 2011-12 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : All U Need  
Allied Corporate Finance 

Barrington Sports  
Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily 

Byrom plc : Chapel Interiors 
Chelsea Flowers : easyfish : FGP   

Gascoigne Halman : gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography : Glaisyers 

Gusto Alderley Edge : KPMD Group 
Lee Floorstok : Loch Fyne Restaurants : 

Lymm Truckwash :  Maxwells of Wilmslow  
Michael J Chapman    

Morley Green Garden Centre : Motrax 
P J Design : Printerland.co.uk 
Royles Jaguar : S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Stationery Solutions 
Stigs Barbers Shop : Targetsite 

TD Travel Options 
The Farmers Arms : The Horse and Jockey 

The Lighting and Interiors Group 
TNN Taxi & Chauffeur Services 

The Vets’ Place 
The Wilmslow Half Marathon 

TWP Financial Planning 
Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow IT 

Wilmslow Chiropractic Clinic 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 

sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



Contact : Tony Kersh 
PO Box 595 
Macclesfield 

SK10 9HF 
Telephone : 01625 500090 

 
Specialists in  

Domestic Extension   
Design  

P J Design 

84 Chapel Lane 

Wilmslow 
Tel. 01625 

523180 
 

Paul Sheridon 
Wishes the Wolves 

every success in 

2011-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groceries   Fruit & Veg  Flowers  Plants  

Pet Food  Beers  Wines Spirits  Frozen Food   

Confectionery Bread & Milk 

 

LINDOW PARADE   CHAPEL LANE   WILMSLOW       Tel  01625 526532 



Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 2nd XV 22 18 0 4 599 280 319 76 0 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  21 18 0 3 821 293 528 75 0 

Macclesfield 3rd XV 20 14 0 6 634 390 244 62 0 

Waterloo 2nd XV 22 11 1 10 572 442 130 56 0 

Wirral 2nd XV 21 11 0 10 508 353 155 54 0 

Carlisle Crusaders (2nd XV) 21 10 0 11 367 512 -145 51 0 

Sandbach 2nd XV 21 9 2 10 499 494 5 50 0 

Aldwinians 2nd XV 21 8 2 11 361 462 -101 47 0 

Leigh 2nd XV 20 8 0 12 390 493 -103 44 0 

Trafford MV 2nd XV 21 7 1 13 327 519 -192 43 0 

Stockport 3rd XV 19 7 1 11 360 519 -159 41 0 

Rossendale 2nd XV 18 7 1 10 261 494 -233 40 0 

Kendal 2nd XV 20 6 1 13 391 558 -167 39 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3rd  17 3 1 13 251 532 -281 27 0 

University of Salford Leagues :  Div 1 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 5 South 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 4 South 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 3rd XV 18 16 1 1 774 180 594 67 0 

Trafford MV 3rd XV 19 16 0 3 606 337 269 67 0 

Oswestry 2nd XV 18 14 1 3 500 266 234 61 0 

Heaton Moor 2nd XV 20 12 1 7 564 321 243 53 -4 

Acton Nomads 19 10 0 9 434 376 58 49 0 

Crewe and Nantwich 3rd XV 20 8 2 10 345 425 -80 46 0 

Northwich 3rd XV 19 8 1 10 356 419 -63 44 0 

Bowdon 3rd XV 18 7 2 9 303 418 -115 41 0 

Winnington Park 3rd XV 19 6 1 12 427 464 -37 37 0 

Didsbury Toc H 3rd XV 18 6 0 12 330 549 -219 36 0 

Old Bedians 2nd XV 20 5 2 13 370 623 -253 36 0 

Northwich 4th XV 19 5 0 14 315 730 -415 33 0 

Whitchurch 3rd XV 19 4 1 14 345 561 -216 31 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts 
Ad-
just 

Heaton Moor 3rd XV 18 13 0 5 601 351 250 57 0 

Wilmslow 4th XV 18 13 0 5 389 192 197 56 0 

Macclesfield 4th XV 16 13 0 3 719 151 568 55 0 

Buxton 2nd XV 16 13 0 3 302 154 148 55 0 

Lymm 4th XV 16 12 0 4 682 235 447 52 0 

Didsbury Toc H 4th XV 17 8 0 9 420 287 133 40 0 

Congleton 2nd XV 16 8 0 8 387 483 -96 40 0 

Holmes Chapel 2nd XV 17 7 0 10 461 363 98 32 -4 

Crewe and Nantwich 4th XV 16 6 0 10 291 531 -240 32 0 

Ashton-on-Mersey 3rd XV 16 4 0 12 215 618 -403 28 0 

Acton Nomads 2nd XV 17 3 0 14 249 742 -493 26 0 

Bowdon 4th XV 17 0 0 17 63 672 -609 15 0 

The Vikings still top USL1 following 
back to back wins against Carlisle 

Crusaders and last week they held on 
in a tough encounter to win 27-20 
against Aldwiniand.  Their closest 

rivals Birkenhead Park have also won 
their last two matches and have a 

game in hand so Le Crunch at Park 
on the 24th. Will be crucial and could 

well be the league decider. 
 

Two tries against Aldwinians were 
sufficient to see the Vikings home. 

 
The Developmentals though lost their 
unbeaten record away at third placed 

Oswestry a fortnight ago.  By all 
accounts they were hindered by too 

many last minute changes in personnel, 
who for one reason or another decided 

that a coach trip for the afternoon at 
Oswestry was not something they could 

or wanted to do..  Last week’s home 
fixture against Crewe and Nantwich was 
much more to their tatse as they romped 
home by 47-0.  They have forfeited their 

outright points advantage though and 
now only head the table on points 

difference. 
 

An HWO against Crewe and Nantwich 
4th. Team and an away win at buxton 
last weekend by 27-3 has restored the 
Ravens to second place in Division 5S. 

 

 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 
FOR GENTLEMEN AND 

(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 

 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

Vikings finish on the attack against Carlisle Crusaders 

MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

info@bengaltigerlily.com 
 

 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2011 - 12 

       

Jordan Airey 5      

Ed Armitage 4 2    10 

Rory Bell 2 1    5 

Mike Black 15 2    10 

Nigel Burge-Jones 4      

Ricky Chadwick 21 1  1 2 12 

Dominic Clancy 2      

Mike Clifford 19 1    5 

Craig Cooper 19 2    10 

Hugo Corbett 15 3    15 

Sam Cutts 3      

Ben Day 16 6    30 

Alex Donaldson 20 2    10 

Chris Findlow 14 1    5 

Tom Hall 2 1    5 

Ben Jones 9      

James Keys 13 1    5 

Matthew King 17 5    25 

Chris Lee 12      

Harrison Lewis 2      

Stuart Lindsay 5      

Mark Lister 2      

Aaron Loftus 10      

Bob MacCallum 18 2 1 29 30 160 

Liam McCrea 1      

Lewis McKay 10 1    5 

Ross Mitchell 10      

Dan Partington 7      

Tom Raynor 17 9    45 

Sam Rodman 16 3    15 

R Spencer 1      

Sean Street 5      

H Stott 3      

Gareth Tait 9 3    15 

Alex Taylor 4      

Andy Walker 17 1  4 4 25 

Jack Walmsley 21      

Rick Williams 1      

Dan Wright 14 2    10 
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As many of you will know, I was away for last weekend’s match 
against Vale of Lune due to England commitments. It was my 
first real taste of what a national training camp is like, and of 
working with players of that caliber. 

People have asked me, is there much difference?  The honest answer 
is that really there are only two that struck me: pace and detail. 
Everything is done that much faster and that much slicker that a 
session you might have planned to last half an hour suddenly only 

takes ten minutes.  This in turn requires the coaching staff to have prepared their sessions down to the 
tiniest detail but also that your fault correction is no longer on big things but more on minutiae.  I 
consider myself to be fairly up on attention to detail but this is another step up entirely.  If I tell you that 
we video every session and whilst the player are sleeping between sessions or doing recovery, the 
coaching staff are pouring over the tapes looking at foot placement or the angle of wrists to ensure that 
players really are the best they can be you get the idea.  It was a true eye opener! 
 
One of the biggest challenges faced by the coaching staff is the short time we have with players.  Perhaps 
the biggest focus other than what we actually do in our sessions is on the creation of the right 
environment.  This is something that I am very passionate about, and something that those of you who 
keep up with the rugby press will have heard Stuart Lancaster talk about at length.  Environment you see 
impacts heavily on player behaviour, or so they say.  I recently spent some time with Peter Moores at 
Lancashire Cricket Club and he is adamant that behavior has a huge influence on performance and I am 
inclined to agree. Take the current England Senior set up. Lancaster has worked tirelessly (there is talk of 
20 hour days, every day during the Six Nations) to ensure that the environment is set so that players can 
just come in and focus on the rugby and their performance.  Clive Woodward was also a great believer in 
this, and look where that led. 
 
I have then read with great interest the comments made on both Lancaster and in particular the Lions 
favourite, Warren Gatland.  Specifically, they have both been said to be very honest with players. 
Lancaster is a ‘typical ‘Yorkshire lad, saying it how it is (is this typical of Yorkshire?) and Gatland hails 
from the Waikato heartland where honesty is as harsh as it sounds.  I have experienced Kiwi players and 
coaches first hand and they do not suffer fools.  I have tried this ‘honest’ approach as a coach myself and 
have received mixed feedback. Many players have struggled with being told exactly how it is (including 
myself at times!).  Yet Wales, through Gatland’s honest approach are creating something really very 
special and I suspect that if Lancaster gets the job that England could do too.  This has led me to ask the 
question: as you go higher in rugby, does the need for honesty increase?  I suppose that the simple 
response would be that if they are good enough to get to that level then they don’t want someone to 
bullshit them. 
 
Does this mean that coaches not at national level should lie to their players?  No, or at least not in my 
opinion.  Do I think that mental fragility increases the lower down the leagues you go?  Yes I do, and it is 
here that the approach must change.  It is important to remember that we aren’t dealing with 
professional athletes but normal people who have to deal with all the normal issues of life.  Do they need 
a coach ripping a strip off them every Tuesday and Thursday?  Probably not.  I think that this brings us 
back to environment.  If we can create an environment that allows players to check their day-to-day lives 
at the door then surely we will get the best out of them.  I quote Ben Day in describing this as ‘amateur 
professionalism’.  Of course, if players are coming into such an environment then do they have an excuse 
for not coming to practice or not performing on a Saturday?  I leave you to think on that. 
 
This Saturday is my last home game due to further England commitments.  I always look forward to 
playing Sandbach as we have had some great battles over the past 4 years and I am sure today will be no 
different.  Enjoy the game. 



Saturday 3
rd

. March 2012                                 North 1 West 
Wilmslow 24 – 19 Carlisle 
 
There was a huge sigh of relief all around the Memorial Ground when Wolves scrum half Ed Armitage hoofed 
the ball deep into touch to end this game, which Wilmslow had managed to hold on to, none too convincingly, for 
a win and four precious league points.  The Wolves stay in ninth place in the fourteen club league, seven points 
off the relegation zone but it’s extremely tight with very little separating the bottom eight clubs, none of whom can 
yet breathe easily.   
 
The Wolves had been ahead twenty one nil after half an hour playing some sparkling rugby and were 
threatening to run away with a large win.  Long raking kicks from Bob MacCallum had consistently penned the 
Cumbrians back deep into their own half,  Mike Clifford was dominating the lineout, Mike Black was making 
some powerful intrusions from No. 7, and with a surfeit of good possession, the backs were running and passing 
crisply.  With just a bit more patience and less haste the scores would surely have come quicker.  Nevertheless 
on twenty minutes, another break from Black set up quick ball for the backs and simple passing put winger Ben 
Day in for the opening score, which MacCallum converted from the touchline.   Five minutes later another ruck 
produced quick ball for the backs and this time it was Matthew King, playing in the centre, who slipped his man 
to score under the posts.   MacCallum soon had the Wolves back in the Carlisle twenty two, where the pack 
stole the ball on the Carlisle throw.  Armitage’s speedy pass had the backs running again and after King was 
held up on the right, the ball was quickly moved left for Ben Day, coming off the right wing to cross for the 
Wolves third score.  At this stage it all looked hunky dory.  No bother at all. 
 
But that was the end of the fun for the Wolves as the powerful Carlisle pack with the huge Callum Rawlinson to 
the fore suddenly awoke from its slumber.  They started doing what they do best, picking and driving, and then 
when they shifted the ball right, centre Matthew Minett made a long weaving run, which ended when he took a 
return pass from one of his supporting players to score on the right.  MacCallum replied with a Wolves penalty 
just before half time but the second half belonged to Carlisle. 

 
The visitor’s pack 
got into the driving 
seat, the Wolves 
forwards never 
managed to 
disturb their 
momentum and 
they were penned 
back into their 
own half.  Any 
kicks by Armitage 
or MacCallum out 
of defence were 
fielded and run 
back at the 
Wolves with a 
vengeance.    

Defenders started to fall off their tackles and the Wolves just lost their shape.  In fact for thirty minutes they didn’t 
get out of their own half at all.  Ten minutes into the period, Carlisle prop Tom Graham burrowed over from short 
range and then ten minutes later, fly half Glenn Weightman was up to collect his own little chip over the defence 
and with the space made right winger Martin Brodie had a clear run into the corner from where Weightman 
converted.  It has to be said that at this stage with twenty minutes still to go that Carlisle were looking the more 
likely of the two sides.   
 
But somehow the Wolves held out.  In the last quarter two half chances were created for Tom Raynor on the left 
and Ed Armitage, who just over ran a scoring pass from Mike Black.  And then with the last play of the game, 
Carlisle gambled everything from their own line and were well into Wolves territory again before a spilt pass 
enabled Armitage to kill off the game.  It had turned into a hard bruising but fair contest.  The Wolves had done 
just enough and Carlisle were thoroughly worthy of their losing bonus point. 
 
Wilmslow coach Giles Heagerty said afterwards that at times in the first half we had looked very good indeed but 
all credit to Carlisle for raising their game when they could so easily have been onto a hiding.  In the second half, 
they handed out a battering up front to which we just didn’t respond and with too many tackles been missed, the 
game could easily have gone against us at the end.   



 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing  Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A  Successfu l  2011—12 Season  

 
17 Off ices throughout North Cheshire and South Manchester  

SPONSORING RICKY CHADWICK FOR THE WOLVES  

42 & 52 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lmslow,  SK9 1NY  
t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co .uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



S.C. & P. JONES 
91-102 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH Tel. 01625 524261  

Mon — Fri                   7.30am.—5.30pm. 
Saturday  
Building Materials       8.30am.—1.00pm. 
Timber & DIY  
Bathroom Showroom   9.00am.—4.00pm. 

Wilmslow’s Premier  
Bathroom Showroom  

 
Building Materials & Tools 

for Trade & DIY 
 

Timber & Panels to Size  
 

Expert Advice &  
Competitive Pricing  

BEST WISHES 

FOR 2011—12 

Independent family run veterinary practice in Wilmslow 
 

Professional pet care with a personal touch 
 

Purpose built with on site parking 
 

THE VET’S PLACE CHESTNUT HOUSE UPCAST LANE WILMSLOW SK9 6EH 

TEL 0625 585500      WWW.THEVETSPLACE.COM 



Sunday 4th. March 

U15s 10—17 Altrincham Kersal 
When the weather on the Jim Evison fields is bitterly 

cold and blustery those of us on the touchline can 

certainly feel it. But not this Sunday morning when the battle on the pitch would have kept a much 

larger crowd warm! We have played them twice this season and were well beaten in the first game 

and much improved in the second.  This was the third match against Altrincham Kersal, a team that 

we compare ourselves against.  On this evidence, we have improved.   

 

Right from the kick off AK were all over us with the ball passing through their backs as they 

gained more and more territory. Sterling defence  kept them out for a while but after seven minutes 

they scored in the corner.  Gradually, we began to gain possession in the forwards and drive up the 

pitch. Pick and go, pick and go. Ted, Matt, Bryn and Will bullying their way through their for-

wards. The training was coming through, support was getting quicker to the breakdown.  Even 

when the ball was lost we were getting turn overs.  From a central position, a r an AK infringement 

in the ruck led to Isaac landing a penalty shot.  With more possession and the forwards doing well, 

Ted broke through for a converted try.   

 

AK responded in the second half and found space out wide to score a converted try after 8 minutes 

and fifteen minutes later they got their third try.  The Wilmslow boys put in a tremendous effort to 

get back on terms in the time remaining but the match ended with Wilmslow having to defend deep 

in their own half. 

 

Phil Howells 

 

The U14s meanwhile lost one and won one in a triple header with Kirkby Lonsdale and  

Sandbach.  The U13s won 33-12 against Sandbach. 

Saturday 10
th

. March 2012                                North 1 West 
Vale of Lune 30 – 21 Wilmslow 
 
In the end the difference between the two sides had been the ability of the Vale forwards to take their chances.  
Three times during the first half, the Wolves had been unable to prevent the Vale pack from capitalising on short 
range catch and drive opportunities.  In response, the Wolves had at least the same number of similar lineout 
chances but despite the ball being consistently taken by the exemplary Mike Clifford, the Vale pack had been 
comfortably able to defend their line and to drive the Wolves backwards. 
 
In the second half when Wilmslow had fought back to within two points, it was the Vale pack again who forced a 
scrum five yards out from which their No. 8 Dan Charnley was able to go over.  The Wolves were now forced to 
chase the game but despite having their fair share of possession and seeing referee Anthony Bentham three 
times administer a yellow card to Vale players, at one stage having them down to thirteen players, they were 
unable to make much impression.  In the last quarter, Vale centre Adam McLuskie scored from a long range 
breakout, when a Bob MacCallum touch finder failed to find its mark and in the penultimate act of the game full 
back Tom Carter kicked a last minute penalty.  During the same period, the Wolves had managed only two Bob 
MacCallum penalties. 
 
Vale were clear favourites from the outset having won all but one of their home games this season, many of them 
by substantial margins whilst the Wolves record away from home has been parlous to say the least.  Their cause 
hadn’t been helped by the number of enforced changes in personnel.   The veteran Rick Williams had been called 
up to bolster the back row, Mike Black was co-opted into the centre, there was a debut in the second row for 
young Adam Hewitt and the equally young Angus Crawford had a second run out on the right wing.  Nevertheless, 
the feeling from the handful of supporters who had made the trip to the very hospitable Lancaster club was that for 
long periods the match had been winnable.   
 
The Wolves had got off to the worst of starts, conceding two tries within the first ten minutes.  For the first one, 
Vale prodded a penalty to within five metres, caught the ball, driven and then rolled in field for wing forward Danny 
Linn to get the touch down.  From the restart, Vale attacked again and when the Wolves were penalised, the ball 
was put in to touch, this time on the left, from which they executed another simple catch and drive, which was 
finished off by prop James Hesketh.  It had all been just too easy. 
 
For most of the next thirty minutes though, Wilmslow had most of the possession and territory.  MacCallum as 
always orchestrated some promising situations, there was some good positions created but the Vale defence was 
up to it and a fifteen minute MacCallum penalty was scant reward for the effort.  As so often happens there was 
an isolated break out by the Vale from deep in their own half, which ended with second row Sam Wallbank touch-
ing down from the third catch and drive. 
 
That could have been it but on the stroke of half time a wide flowing move from left to right saw flanker Hugo Cor-
bett get a try to reduce the deficit.  When early in the second period, winger Angus Crawford stretched his legs to 
stretch the Vale defence on the right and Mike Black was on hand to power through the middle and the ball made 
its way to Tom Raynor on the left for him to score, the game at 17-15 was anyone’s to win. 
 
Vale scrum half Darren Wilson is a wily performer though and he was soon able to split the defence with a fine 
break which set up Vale’s fourth try.  A MacCallum penalty followed but then disaster.  Vale full back Carter took 

MacCallum’s long touch finder deep in his own half 
with plenty of space, the ball was then kicked ahead 
down the touchline and even though Ricky Chadwick 
looked to have the danger covered, it was the harass-
ing McLuskie who got the score.  A third MacCallum 
penalty got the Wolves back to 27-21 but thereafter 
the Vale nailed down the hatches and ran down the 
clock until Carter got the final hammer blow. 
 
With other results going the way they did, the Wolves 
now drop back to tenth place just four points of the 
relegation zone.  They have a game in hand over 
Leigh and Wirral just one point ahead of them but next 
up at the weekend it’s the champions elect Sandbach 
at the Memorial Ground followed the week after by 
second placed Liverpool St. Helens.  It doesn’t get 
much tougher than that. 



 
A Warm Welcome 
Awaits You From 

Emma and Daryl at 
 

THE HORSE 
& JOCKEY 

Gravel  Lane 
 

‘A Real Gem of a Pub’ 
 

Cask Ales : Pool Table : Monday & Thursday Quiz Nights : Live Football 

The Official 

Wilmslow Rugby Club Shop 

Open 
Saturdays 

1.30pm  5.00pm 
Sundays 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

Studs 
Shorts 
Gloves 

Polo Shirts 
Replica Kit 

Headguards 
Training Tops 
Shoulder Pads 

Club Ties and Shirts 

Club and Ground Hire at The Memorial Ground 
 
We can help you to organise………… 
 
Children’s Parties : Corporate Events : Business Meetings  
Wedding Receptions : Special Occasions 
 
Function Rooms and Playing Fields  
Fully Licensed with optional bar extensions : Catering  
BBQ Equipment : Car Park : Audio and Visual Facilities  
Large TV Screen : 1000 Watt PA and Lighting 
 
CONTACT : KEITH BOOTH 
TEL 01625 522274 

Great week-end  for spectators with lots of points scored. In the race for the promotion spots Sandbach 
now look certainties for automatic promotion after defeating Aspatria who themselves are getting very 
near to the trap door. Liverpool St Helen's defeated closest challengers Northwich  in the race for the 
play-off spot. Widnes are not out of it either as they travelled to Rochdale and came back victorious. At 
the other end of the table Anselmians went down at Wigton after a titanic battle. Wigton move out of the 
relegation spots for the first time. Broughton Park could not win at Wirral and they drift into second 
bottom spot as a consequence. Wilmslow ran Vale of Lune close up at Powder House Lane but came 
up just short. In the final match the City of Carlisle had too many guns for the travelling Leigh team and 
ran out worthy winners. 
 
Carlisle 36-8 Leigh 
Carlisle finally showed some style in this season that could be accurately described as a tale of two halves. It 
has been an amazing "volte face" for the Cumbrian side as the losing run through September and October 
turned into a victorious post Xmas run with a respectable end season position assured.  Against a Leigh side 
that have had their own purple patch earlier in the season, Carlisle threatened to run riot at one stage but will 
be well pleased with the final score. Glen Weightman opened the scoring with a Carlisle penalty and Forshaw 
drew the visitors level. Tom Graham scored a try for Carlisle but the Lancashire side again drew level with a 
fine try. Lewis Boyd got another Carlisle try to give the home side a 5 point lead at the break. Dyson was a 
constant threat for Leigh but Weightman knocked over a couple more penalties and the home faithful began to 
think about a 4 try bonus point for the first time this campaign. It came when Matt Minett scored wide out and 
further tries by Barry Earl and another from Lewis Boyd gave the Carlisle faithful every reason for post match 
celebrations. Who would have thought in November that Carlisle would be 11 wins from 22 played at this stage. 
 
Liverpool St Helens 24-18 Northwich 
The back end of recent seasons has seen several key matches between these two but both are still playing N1 
West rugby. Northwich have had their opportunities in the past but went on to a losing play off with the N1 East 
runners up two seasons ago and both lost out to AK and Burnage last term while the Sale FC and its 
professional  bandwagon will roll past them both (or just one of them) next season.  This then, was a must-win 
match, which LSH having the nous and discipline to carry them through. LSH took a penalty opportunity to go 3
-0 up but a piece of brilliance by visiting scrum half Gallimore saw him feed Chubb with an outrageous reverse 
pass to allow Chubb to run in for Hallum to convert. LSH kicked through but instead of touching down for a 22 
drop-out the visitors chose the risky route and that choice of running the ball out from behind their own lines 
came to grief when the ball went into touch. LSH enacted the tried and tested catch and drive route and Phil 
Kearns duly crossed, Worsley converted very well. Dave Cunliffe crossed for the home side but Northwich 
stand-off Grant Hallum kicked a penalty HT 17-10. Plenty of second half incident with Joel Barber running 
through the home defence before offloading to Cass Walding to score. Split decision on the conversion but the 
ref declared a miss and the scores were not levelled. Matt Cunliffe crossed for the home team to create a gap 
that needed two scores to match and with no-side approaching Hallam kicked a penalty to give the visitors a 
losing bonus point. It must be said that LSH were the better side on the day in that their pack seemed more "up 
for it". The promotion play-off spot is theirs to lose. 
 
Rochdale 22-29 Widnes 
Great match up on the Penine's where Widnes were visiting. The "best game of rugby played at Bamford this 
season" was the post match cry from all directions. Controversy reigned but it was still a good match with 
Rochdale keen to defend their excellent home record this season and Widnes determined to keep their 
challenge for league honours on track. Matt Smith broke free early in the match for Widnes and fed Kevin 
Leadbetter who,powered in for a try. Dale responded quickly when skipper Neave broke out of defence and 
Jonny Mair gratefully took the killing pass to romp home. Bradwell converted and added another penalty but 
Leadbetter was just wide for Widnes with a couple of penalty attempts. Jon Hetherington the Widnes No 8 
finally managed to score after a good backs passing phase and Leadbetter atoned for previous misses by 
converting from the line. Flitcroft finally crossed for Rochdale and Bradwell's conversion put the home side in 
front-just.  The Widnes side were smart enough, when  approaching half time, to look at a penalty as not just an 
opportunity for 3 points but  instead they ran it. The unsuspecting Rochdale were not at the races and first 
Leadbetter and then Andrew Kelly  for Widnes taught the young Dale side a severe lesson when the quick tap 
saw Kelly  score. HT 17-19 to Widnes. Riley scored a second half try for Widnes after good work by Critchley. 
Mair for Rochdale scored after a move involving a good run from Flitcroft was pulled back for a knock on. 
Leadbetter kicked another penalty for Widnes to conclude the scoring.  
 



Sandbach 43-17 Aspatria 
A hat trick for Ben Elliot was the highlight of this match where the home side recorded 7 tries in all. Elliot scored 
his first within a minute of the whistle. Sam Morris got a second for the home side and Elliot got a third after 
good work from Verbickas and it was 17-0 with 20 minutes gone. After 35 mins it was 4tries to the home side 
when Dan Massey scored he forth. Elliot converted but as half time neared the Aspatria side struck back and 
Mike Fagan fed Graham Andrews to score for the Cumbrians. Reports confirm that the penalty count was 20 
against Sandbach while Apatria conceded just one penalty and that was just 8 minutes before time. Elliot got his 
third try and Morris went in under the sticks for the league leaders.  Andrew got one try back for Aspatria and 
then Miller ran 30 odd metres to score. Lee Tinnion  for Aspatria added another but the ever available Ali Burton 
had the last word with a fine try for the Cheshire outfit and Elliot duly converted. 
 
Vale of Lune 30-21 Wilmslow 
The opposing scribes each saw a winning performance as a triumph for the Vale pack on a day when the backs 
should have had plenty of firm ground to run over.  Vale started with three forwards on the bench and then 
immediately lost winger Tom Ball with an early injury that took him off. Vale were not troubled by this apparent 
setback and scored two similar tries to get on the board. Penalty kicked into the corner, catch and drive for 
Danny Lin to go over and then a similar move for prop James Hesketh to rumble over. Carter converted the first 
but not the second. The rest of the half saw Wimslow have their fair share of both possession and territory but 
were unable to breach a resilient and resolute Vale defence.  MacCallum managed a penalty for the visitors but 
from yet another close range line-out Vale lock Sam Wallbank crossed. Wallbank is making it a habit of getting  
his name onto the score sheet but these tries are usually put down to a collective pack effort. There was still 
time for Wilmslow to at last cross the whitewash and the visitors Hugo Corbett was the wide man to score.  After 
the break, the dangerous Wolves backs roared back to within a couple of points of their hosts. First a Darren 
Wilson run from his own half was stopped by the Wilmslow cover, and then Tom Rayner found himself all alone 
on the Wilmslow left wing to run in a good try for the visitors that MacCallum converted very well.  Another 
Wilson break out for Vale led to a rumbling Vale pack driving over.  A smiling Ben Charnley was the last man up. 
MacCallum kept Wilmslow in touch with another penalty but at last a try for Vale by a back when Adam 
Macluskie crossed after Hodder had collected a loose ball from a kick and chase. There was still time for 
MacCallum and Carter to exchange penalties but the win for Vale added to their impressive home form this term 
with only LSH having overcome the Vale Lads on their own patch since September.  
 
Wigton 41-25 Anselmians 
The heavies were also to the fore up at Wigton where visitors Anselmians are not the lightest outfit in this 
league. Might was right as Tupou finished off a catch and drive for the visitors and Mason made no mistake with 
the conversion from wide out. Not to be outdone the Wigton pack drove over to score at the other end with Andy 
Brown emerging with the ball. Then came a fine piece of rugby as the Wigton pack won a heel against the head 
in a scrum on their own 5m line. Tane Manihera offloaded to Pattinson who covered a lot of ground before 
feeding Callum Studholme who outpaced the defence. Splendid try and worthy of a good rerun on Match-of-the 
day. A Gregg Smith conversion followed. An Adam Williams interception brought the scores level. It was Wigton 
who made the vital move forward before the break as first Shaun Clorley scored a converted try and then Smith 
kicked a penalty. 22-12 at the half way mark. Mason for The Saints kicked a long range penalty as the second 
half started but a training ground try by Wigton saw Creighton break from a scrum and feed Gardener who made 
no mistake in the run in. Smith converted. Mason punished a foul with a penalty kick and at 27-25 the big men 
drew breath and prepared for the final quarters clashes. A long break by Gardener for the greens resulted in 
Manihera putting Hanabury away to score and then Crieghton and Story once again opened up the Saints 
defence with Hanabury being the recipient once again. Anselmians probably deserved a losing bonus point but 
Wigton denied them even this. Could be important at the end of the season. 
 
Wirral 35-12 Broughton Park. 
"Wirral Bounce Back" blazed the home headline and it was such an important result for both sides within the 
context of relegation or safety that for once the headline was warranted. The aptly named Wirral back Chris 
Speed crossed first and Craig Harvey knocked over an excellent conversion from the sideline. The splendid 
equalising try came from Ade Titiloye when he found room to get over into corner. An excellent conversion by 
Michael Stevens saw the scores levelled. A quick release from a maul shortly afterwards and the visitors created 
an overlap for Pat O'Donnell to cross to take the visitors ahead. 7-12.  Good theatre here but Wirral took the 
lead when Ollie  Atkinson for the home side cut inside from the wing to get over the chalk and Craig Harvey 
added the extras.  The same player then got his own name on the try scorers sheet and converted splendidly. At 
21-12 up Wirral took charge both of possession and territory. After a multi-phase attacking incursion in the 
second half the Wirral team were initially unable to breach the apart defence. It was just a matter of time 
perhaps but eventually Matt Brown breeched a stubborn Park defence to score a converted try and then Hodson 
added another for Wirral and the extras took the final score to 35-12 to Wirral. Nothing between a number of mid 
table sides and work to do still for both teams if they are to avoid the drop. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow 

Rugby Club member by producing 

either your valid 2011 - 12 

membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the 

participating retailer’s card to 

receive substantial discounts off 

listed prices. 

 

Chelsea Flowers 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(shop sales only) 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Loch Fyne Restaurant 

Brook Lane, Alderley Edge 

(a la carte menu only) 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for 

a Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior 

bookings advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Morley Garden Centre 

Altrincham Rd., Wilmslow 

 

Motrax Motor Accessories 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 



AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

 

23rd. March 

 

SARACENS 

 

13th. April 

 

BATH 

 

Edgeley Park 

7.45pm. 

SIX NATIONS 2012 

4th. February       
France v Italy 
Stade de France               2.30pm 
 
Scotland v England 
Murrayfield                        5.00pm 
 
5th. Fenruary 
Ireland v Wales 
Aviva Stadium                  3.00pm 
 
11th. February 
Italy v England 
Stadio Olimpico                4.00pm 
 
France v Ireland 
Stade de France               8.00pm 
 
12th. February 
Wales v Scotland 
Millennium Stadium         3.00pm 
 
25th. February 
Ireland v Italy 
Aviva Stadium                 1.30pm 
 
England v Wales 
Twickenham                    4.00pm 
 
26th. February 
Scotland v France 
Murrayfield                      3.00pm 
 
10th. March 
Wales v Italy 
Millennium Stadium         2.30pm 
 
Ireland v Scotland 
Aviva Stadium                 5.00pm 
 
11th. March 
France v England 
Stade de France             3.00pm 
 
17th. March 
Italy v Scotland 
Stadio Olimpico             12.30pm 
 
Wales v France 
Millennium Stadium       2.45pm 
 
England v Ireland 
Twickenham                  5.00pm 
 



League North 1 West 

2011 – 12 

League Results—2011/2012 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Anselmians  44-17 25-17 45-14 14-3 0-17    43-30  39-17 21-13 17-36 

Aspatria 14-14  8-0 22-28 29-40 16-28 20-18  10-40  7-10 12-29 15-8 17-15 

Broughton Park  52-3  11-17 17-13 16-24 27-28 3-0 5-49 27-20 17-20   29-25 

Carlisle 25-10  24-12  36-8 23-18 6-11  11-28 7-44 20-13 12-6 17-0 13-14 

Leigh 32-7  31-0 28-24  12-32 6-10 18-27 29-23  29-13  5-13  

Liverpool St. H 39-19  33-7 52-0   24-18 19-21 12-16 15-5 17-34 27-19 18-13 21-14 

Northwich 38-15 36-0  50-0 52-5 13-12   9-15 20-5 22-17 36-10 27-19  

Rochdale 29-13 29-16 25-5 31-11 25-15 8-9 32-38   20-20 22-29 28-10 18-6 10-15 

Sandbach 60-8 43-17 17-14  38-5 43-19 10-11 29-5  33-19 47-24 32-10 23-12 42-3 

Vale of Lune 58-31 50-27 19-10 23-17 28-20 33-41 31-5 56-29    37-7 30-21 37-10 

Widnes 30-7 60-19 37-25  19-12  5-12 12-7 12-15 34-21  27-8 37-7 8-15 

Wigton 41-25 26-12 19-24 15-16  24-44  22-20 21-23 44-21 25-28  17-7 52-13 

Wilmslow 35-5 24-8 17-18 24-19 17-45  29-11 25-15  35-27 31-22   34-18 

Wirral 19-27 70-29 35-12 13-18 22-33 16-29 20-19 17-15 7-34 24-33  28-11   
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Anselmians v  
Widnes 

 
Leigh v Aspatria 

 
Northwich v  

Rochdale 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Sandbach 21 19 0 2 660 263 397 14 90 0 

Liverpool St Helens 22 16 0 6 550 370 180 14 78 0 

Northwich 21 15 0 6 484 308 176 11 71 0 

Widnes 21 14 0 7 493 369 124 14 70 0 

Vale of Lune 22 12 1 9 647 520 127 11 61 0 

Rochdale 21 9 1 11 416 388 28 14 52 0 

Carlisle 22 11 0 11 358 478 -120 6 50 0 

Wirral 22 9 0 13 449 540 -91 8 44 0 

Leigh 21 8 0 13 402 461 -59 12 44 0 

Wilmslow 21 9 0 12 390 416 -26 7 43 0 

Wigton 22 7 0 15 446 540 -94 12 40 0 

Anselmians 21 8 1 12 429 584 -155 5 39 0 

Broughton Park 22 7 0 15 348 489 -141 8 36 0 

Aspatria 21 4 1 16 318 664 -346 5 23 0 

 

 
Last August when the Wolves 
played Sandbach in a pre season 

warm up at Bradwall Rd., it was 
only a late rally by the home side 
that eventually enabled them to 
win.  At that stage none of us 
thought that we were watching this 
season’s league pacesetters.  
 
They soon got into their stride though and by mid October, when we played our league game at their place they were 
already top of the league and in comfortably beating us 23-12 they reinforced their position.  Only two defeats, one away 
at Leigh and a second at home against Northwich have upset their serene progress to what looks like inevitable 
promotion to National 3 North for the first time in their history.  By all accounts it was a titanic struggle back in January  
when Sandbach entertained Northwich, themselves still very much in the hunt for at the very least a play off spot.  Two 
Hallam penalties and a Chris Dale try for Northwich were just enough to pip Ben Elliott’s try and goals for Sandbach.  
Since then they have predictably beaten Leigh and Aspatria at home and a fortnight ago they won at Widnes.  They were 
twelve points down at half time, thanks to two Widnes tries from Chris Schofield and Kevin leadbetter, but a rousing 
second half saw Ben Elliott get them going with a penalty and two tries followed from Burton and Leech.  Widnes had 
their chances to win the game but the Sandbach defence held out.  Still twelve points clear with a game in hand against 
their nearest challenger, LSH, it’s hard not to see them closing out for the league title. 
 
The Wolves record at home this season is vastly superior to anything that they’ve produced in their travels but they’ll 
have to be right at the top of their game if they’re going to get close to this free flowing Sandbach side.  For them crunch 
time is rapidly approaching.  At least one wing and probably two from their last five games will be needed to preserve 
their status in this league and with LSH to come next week, it’s capable of going right to the wire.  Aspatria look doomed 
but any two of the next six clubs could end up joining them in relegation.  Interesting but nerve wracking. 

 

Pictures from Sandbach v Wilmslow, 15th. October 2011 



 I hesitate again to revert to the past, but this Saturday 
forty years ago was one of the most famous days in the 

Club’s history. 

 
There were no leagues in those days of course and one 

way to get your club noticed was to do well in the 

National knock-out Cup and, thanks to our successful 
season in 1970-71, we were included in 1971-72 by the 

RFU. 

 
Our first game was at home against Liverpool. We won 14-6, with tries from Jim 

Barker and Jon Shipsides and two penalties by Rick Green and then beat 

Birkenhead Park, again at home, 6-0, with two penalties from Rick, which took us 
into the quarter-final. We were drawn away to Harlequins, who had six England 

Internationals in their team, including England captain, Peter Dixon. 
 

The team stayed overnight near Stratford and continued to London early on 

Saturday morning, while three coach loads and several carloads of supporters set 
off from Wilmslow. David Garner, Secretary at the time, set off by helicopter – an 

incident we have tried to live down ever since. We all arrived , not at Harlequins 

normal ground, The Stoop, but at headquarters, Twickenham. I suspect that 
Harlequins thought we might be overawed by the venue and the occasion, but they 

were wrong. Wilmslow won 16-7 in very muddy conditions. 

 
I can do no better than to write what the papers said following the match. “The 

spirited play of Wilmslow has to be seen to be believed. Here is a side in which each 

player would willingly die for another,” wrote Barrie Fairhall in The Guardian.  
“The burial of Anaemic Harlequins was effected by a side of undeniable skill”, wrote 

Robin Marlar in The Sunday Times….“at scrum-half, for instance, the single 
barrelled Wilmslow Smith won the contest against the double-barrelled Starmer 

Smith.” There is no doubt that this game brought Steve Smith to prominence, to 

Sale, to England and to the British Lions. In fact, he was called up by England to go 
to South Africa the following summer. Tries were scored by Brian Jackson, Jim 

Barker, who “showing all the ball control of George Best, beat the entire Harlequins 

side” and Gareth W. M.Jones, with a masterly 60 yard dribble. Rick Green 
converted two of them. 

 

Sadly, the number of games, six, including a Cheshire Cup semi-final against 
Chester (won 17-7) the Sunday before and a mid-week match against Leicester 

(Lost 0-25) between the game and the semi-final, away against Moseley, proved too 

many. Rick Green had a foot in plaster, but recovered in time, Jon Shipsides was 
also in plaster and Clive Rodgers had been advised not to play because of a blood 

clot.  Moseley won 10-18 and went on to lose to Gloucester in the final. 

 
On a more up-to-date note, I see that, if Sandbach win today, they will be 16 points 

clear of Liverpool St.Helens and win the League and be promoted to, probably, 
Midlands One. There is a mathematical chance that they could be overtaken, if they 

lose all their remaining four games and L. St. H win all theirs with bonus points. In 

which case, we shall have an input on the matter, as we play the latter at home 
next week. We shall be looking to reverse the result at Edge Lane, where an 

incompetent Cornish exchange referee cost us the game. 

For members and supporters who will be visiting Wirral in a couple of weeks, I made a recce to the 
Clatterbridge area to source a suitable establishment to visit either prior or after the match.  I found 
a most excellent pub called the Fox and Hounds at 107 Barnston Road, Barnston  CH61 1BW which is 
about 10 minutes from the Wirral ground and known locally as "The Fox".   

 
Cosy bars, coal fires, 
freshly made 
homemade food  and 
some most excellent 
beers.  I sampled a 
splendid pint of 
Websters bitter (or 2) 
and my wife enjoyed 
a crisp New Zealand 
Sauvignon blanc 
(small --driving!) 
neither of which cost 
a fortune . There was 

of course the usual choice of different beers and lagers and three comfortable bars in which food 
and drink can be taken.  There was a most warm welcome from  the landlord and his staff, so 
important for the traveller.  The pub itself maintains all the charm and characteristics of a traditional 
English village inn, with, not only lovely open fires, but displays of various collections of bric a brac 
on the walls.  The food can be as little as you wish - homemade soup etc. through potted shrimps 
from Parkgate to homemade curries, beef and ale pie or homemade fish and chips all at very 
reasonable prices.  Weather permitting there is an excellent outside area and ample car parking. 
 
And naturally, it gets a mention in The Good Beer Guide 

 
Barnston is situated on the outskirts of Heswall.  It is a favourite with walkers and nature lovers as it 
is largely undisturbed by construction and indust snd has retained all of its traditional characteristics.  
 
An alternative to the Fox, although unvisited by myself, would be the Brewers Arms 1 Park St. 
Neston  CH64 3RP again serving good local beer and sandwiches and very much in the vicinity of the 
Wirral ground.   
 
Let us hope that by the time this fixture comes around we will be safe from relegation and able to 
enjoy an agreeable end to the season !!  
 

How to make potted shrimps 
This is really dead easy.  You’ll need a tub of shrimps, preferably cooked, from Easyfish, a peeled and 
chopped shallot, a glass of dry vermouth (noilly prat, martini or chambery), unsalted butter and mixed 
spices, such as ground mace and cinnamon and seasoning .  You melt a good dollop of the butter in the 
pan and then add and soften the shallot.  Add around a tablespoonful of vermouth and half a teaspoon 
of the spices.  Allow to sizzle for a minute or two and then tip in the shrimps and stir it all up.  The 
mixture should now be allowed to set in ramekin dishes in the fridge and served with fingers of hot 
buttered toast and a glass or two of Sauvignon Blanc or Pinot Grigio. 



the easyfish company  
in Chapel Lane 

Chelsea Flowers 

59 Chapel Lane 

Tel 01625 52228 

Fax 01625 524440 
www.chelseaflowers.com 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you to  

THE FARMERS ARMS 
in Chapel Lane 

Largest choice of beers in 
Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 

NORTH 1 WEST LEADING POINT SCORERS 2011/12 

Player Team Con Pen DG Tries Pts 

Kevin Leadbetter Widnes 38 21 0 15 214 

Will Cargill Sandbach 34 36 1 5 204 

Craig Harvey Wirral 34 31 0 8 201 

Tom Carter Vale of Lune 43 23 0 3 170 

Grant Hallam Northwich 37 23 3 3 167 

Bob MacCallum Wilmslow 30 31 1 2 166 

Glen Weightman Carlisle 20 38 1 0 157 

Simon Mason Anselmians 22 26 1 0 125 

Matt Cunliffe Liverpool St Helens 26 16 0 4 120 

Jack Clegg Aspatria 20 22 0 1 111 

Paul Wilcock Leigh 6 12 0 12 108 

Ben Elliott Sandbach 15 7 0 8 91 

James Hodder Vale of Lune 0 1 0 17 88 

Tom Forshaw Leigh 18 9 0 3 78 

James Moore Vale of Lune 8 5 0 9 76 

Jack Leech Sandbach 0 0 0 14 70 

Daniel Harvey Wirral 2 2 0 12 70 

Andy Riley Widnes 2 1 0 12 67 

Ian Stanley Liverpool St Helens 1 0 0 12 62 

Matty Smith Widnes 0 0 0 12 60 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 

 
 
 
 
 

By finishing fifth in the Raging Bull Junior League A table, the U17s qualified for the RFU Junior Colts national 
knock out tournament.  This is a highly convoluted affair with four separate competitions, the Cup, the Bowl, the 
Plate and the Shield.  Wilmslow qualified for the fourth of these and met Keswick in their first round match. 

 

For Teams "nominated" from the Raging Bull NW Colts League the first three rounds feature opponents from the 
Northern Division and comprise the Northern Divisional 1/4 Finals, Northern Divisional Semi-Finals, and 
Northern Divisional Finals.  The Northern Divisional Champions in each Competition then go forward to play the 
Midlands Champions in the RFU National U17 Semi-Finals and then onward to the RFU National U17 Finals. 
The next round semi finals will be held against the Midlands and qualifiers and the finals then follow. 

 
The Wolves 
did what 
was 
required to 
see off 
game 
opponents 
form 
Keswick by 
31-5. Whilst 
the home 
side rarely 
looked 
troubled, it 
wasn't one 
of their 
most fluent 

performances of the season, though there were some solid individual performances. Lewis Bundy-Davies 
topped the bill with a couple of tries, with others from Travis Heywood, Harry Patch and Alex Hughes. The team 
will hope to find their best form next Sunday as they travel to Cleckheaton for the semi-final, where they'll meet 
another unknown quantity, this time from the Yorkshire Junior Colts League. "We're all enjoying playing against 
new opponents from different leagues and I'm delighted with the way the lads stuck to the task against 
Keswick," said Coach Ric Noden. " It's not always possible to play the type of game we want, but if we show the 
same will to win in the next couple of weeks, we'll cause plenty of problems in our two semi - finals over in 
Yorkshire, then in the Cheshire Cup at Chester."  



The McKechnie  League  
Sponsored by  The Art isan Meat  Company  
 

 

Anselmians v  Widnes 
Things will be getting serious at Eastham as the Saints, Tongans, Mason et al 
will be determined to get something out of this one and to get off the relegation 
zone.  Sadly for them though, Widnes have the class with the likes of 
Schofield and Leadbetter and seem the likely winners to me. 

 
Leigh v Aspatria 
Leigh to hammer the final nail into Aspatria’s coffin.  Relegation beckons for 
Aspatria.  Home win. 
 

Northwich v Rochdale 
This is Northwich’s game in hand over LSH and I expect them to get to within 
three points of LSH against a Rochdale side which has only won twice away 
from home.  Home win. 
 

Wilmslow v Sandbach 
The Wolves record at home is far better than anything they’ve produced on 
their travels but Sandbach are a different matter.  Clearly the outstanding team 
in this league, they have a good pack of forwards, decent backs, Will Cargill,  
the ‘Wunderkind’ Ben Elliott everywhere on the pitch and just too many 
options for the Wolves.  Away win. 
   

 

 

 

 

Six teams of five punters each, 

renowned for their insight of 

all things rugby, each week 

give their N1W result 
predictions alongside to the 

league administrator Grant 

McKechnie.  At the end of the 

season the champion punters 

will receive a winner’s pack of 

meat from the league sponsor. 

 

 
 

   

H = Home Win, A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday 10th. March 
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Carlisle v Leigh H H H H H H H 

LSH v Northwich H A H H H H H 

Rochdale v Widnes H H H H H H A 

Sandbach v Aspatria H H H H H H H 

Vale of Lune v Wilmslow A H H H H A H 

Wigton v Anselmians H H H H H H H 

Wirral v Broughton Park H H H H 

 

H H H 

Points for Week 10 10 12 12 14 10  

Total Points to Date  182 202 198 182 202 188  

Saturday 17th. March       

Anselmians v Widnes H A  H A A 

Leigh v Aspatria H H  H H H 

Northwich v Rochdale H H  H H H 

Wilmslow v Sandbach H A  A A A 

       

       

       

Cherry Tree Farm 

Lees Lane   Mottram St. Andrew 
 

Open :  

Tue - Fri 

8.00am -5.30pm  
Sat 8.00am -5.00pm 

Sun 10.00am -4.00pm 

 

. 

The joys of cleaning kit! 
As a mother of an active 10 year old boy in the club’s mini section, I am not such a novice at kit 

cleaning.  However after a Sunday away tournament at Keighley, I have to profess to what can only be 

described as absolute dismay, when I looked in the utility sink.  After realising the mound was actually 

clothes and not just a shovel of mud there was immediate relief, what luck had been bestowed upon 

me, it hadn’t made it into the washing machine!  

 

The mud was so thick and clayey, it 

was freezing outside and the thought 

of cleaning kit in cold water with the 

resultant numb hands was not 

something I’d relish and I apparently 

suffer from OCD - so my friends tell 

me. 

   

What to do?  Throw the whole lot 

away and just buy new or try and 

salvage it, was it really worth it?  With 

no immediate nights out, so no need 

for nails and my constant banging on 

about waste - the answer was 

unfortunately yes? 

 

My method:  Hang kit on line for two 

days, even overnight to crisp up a bit.  Beat the kit with a long handled brush. Shorts don’t stay on too 

well with pegs after a good hit so re-pegging required.  Lay kit out on the ground and brush with a hard 

bristled long handled broom.  I had excellent results with this method.  Re hang kit on line for further 

beating.  Dip kit into a bucket of cold water, wring out then re hang.  Allowed kit into the washing 

machine and soon sponsors names will be seen again. 

 

To all those mums out there who care for their washing machines and share my pain you may or may 

not find this useful ....... 

Michelle mum of Thomas Barker under 10s 

NB.  It was well worth the effort as the U10s won their age group at Keighley. 



 

  

 

Are you tired of 

hearing the same old 

rubbish from 

traditional investment 

advisers? 

TWP Wealth Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 

Authority.  

Registered in England and Wales. Registered No. 7630748. 

Registered Office: 93 Market Street, Farnworth, Bolton, BL4 7NS 

 

 

“You can’t beat the stock market. It is the  

best investment……..” 
 

We think otherwise, with the FTSE being approximately 18% 

lower in December 2011 than its peak in December 1999*, 

aren’t you tired of your investments taking a mauling?  

 

At TWP Wealth, we pride ourselves in our different invest-

ment strategy – trying to outperform cash on a regular basis. 

Call it rucking boring – but we like it that way.  

 

If you want to know more contact David Otway or Martin 

Hill at TWP Wealth Ltd on 01625 540989 or see 

www.twpwealth.com  

 

Oh and Good Luck to Wilmslow Wolves  

this Season. 
 

*Source: FTSE 

 

http://www.twpwealth.com/


Saturday  17th. March 2012 
League North One West 
Wilmslow v Sandbach 

1.  Sam Rodman 
2.  A. Donaldson 
3.  J. Walmsley (c) 
4.  Ben Jones 
5.  Mike Clifford 
6.  Mike Black 
7.  Hugo Corbett 
8.  James Keys 
 
9.   Ed Armitage 
10. Bob MacCallum 
 
11. Tom Rayner 
12. Andy Walker 
13. Craig Cooper 
14. Matthew King 
 
15. Ricky Chadwick 
 
Subs 
16. Lewis McKay 
17. Rick Williams 
18. Angus Crawford 

Spencer Hunt 
Norman Herring 
Hotel TV Company 
McCafferty Asset Mgt 
FGP  
TD Travel Management 
Jon Hitch 
McCafferty Asset Mgt  
 
 
Wilmslow IT 
 
Robin Greenway 
Nick Fiennes 
Easyfish 
Rick Green 
 
Gascoigne Halman 
 
 
GPM Developments 
 

Referee 
Chris Bennett 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 24th. March 

League North 1 West 

Wolves v Liverpool St. Helens 

KO. 3.00pm 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Sandbach XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and 

individuals who have supported the cause of Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed 
towards funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios and team travel. 

 
Matthew King - Rick Green : Ben Day - Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria, Hale  

Bob MacCallum - Wilmslow IT :  Aaron Loftus - OCA Restaurant 
Andy Walker - Nick Fiennes : Stuart Lindsay - Drew Donaldson  

Jack Walmsley - The Hotel TV Company : Gareth Tait -  Saddle B & B  
Lewis MacKay - GPM Developments : Ross Mitchell -John Holloway  

Chris Findlow - Mellington Estates : Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates 
Sam Cutts - David Barker : Liam McCrea - Strength and Performance 

Mike Clifford - Fallows Gowan Partnership    
Dominic Clancy - Deansgate Taverns : Dan Wright - Deloitte 

Craig Cooper - Easyfish of Chapel Lane :   
Ricky Chadwick -Gascoigne Halman :  Sam Rodman - Spencer Hunt 

Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates :  
Dan Partington -Slater Heelis/Mike Hamlin  

James Keys and Ben Jones - McCafferty Asset Management    
Alex Donaldson - Norman Herring : Giles Heagerty - Forge Dynamic Ltd 

Hugo Corbett -Jon Hitch : Tom Raynor - Robin Greenway  
Mike Black - TD Travel Management : Sean Street - Proseal 

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

1.      Matt Beasley 
2.      Tom Herd 
3.      Gareth Caen 
4.      Will Stockdale 
5.      Chris Davenport 
6.      Jack Seddon 
7.      Ali Burton 
8.      Tom Whalley 
 
9. Mark Bird 
10.  Will Cargill 
 
11.    Sam Morris 
12.    Simon Verbickas 
13.    Dan Massey 
14.    Jack Leech 
 
15.   Ben Elliott 
 
Subs 
16.   Joel Unsworth 
17.   Davy Campbell 
18.   James Beal 

The Wolves next away game is on 31st. March at Wirral. 

MEMORIAL GROUND, THORNTON COMMON ROAD, 

WIRRAL, CH63 0LT 

Take the M56 and M53 towards Birkenhead.  Exit the M53 at 

J4, taking the A5137 towards Heswall, Bebington and 

Clatterbridge.  At the roundabout, take the second exit into 

B5151 Clatterbridge Rd.  At the next roundabout take the first 

exit left into Thornton Common Rd. and proceed to  Wirral 

rugby club is on the left. 


