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Welcomes 

WIGTON 

Fixtures and Results 2010 - 11  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

SU1 

  Ravens 

SU5E 

Hawks  

SU4S  
 

SEP 3 
10 
17 
24 

BROUGHTON PK 
Northwich 
ANSELMIANS 
LEIGH 

L 
L 
W 
L 

 Trafford MV 
ROSSENDALE 
Waterloo 
Leigh 

L 
P 
W 
W 

 Whitchurch 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 2 
OLD BEDIANS 2 

P 
W 
W 
W 

 STOCKPORT 5 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 3 
Didsbury TH 

W 
W 
L 
W 

OCT 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Widnes 
ASPATRIA 
Sandbach 
ROCHDALE 
Carlisle 

L 
W 
L 
W 
L 

 STOCKPORT 3 
Macclesfield 3 
SANDBACH 
Preston GH 3 
Carlisle 

W 
L 
W 
W 
W 

 Didsbury TH 
NORTHWICH 4 
Winnington Pk 
Knutsford 2 
OSWESTRY 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 ASHTON  ON M 3 
Holmes Chapel 2 
 
MACCLESFIELD 
Crewe & Nantwich 

W 
W 
 
L 

NOV 5 
12 
19 
24 
26 

VALE OF LUNE 
Liverpool St. H 
WIRRAL 

W 
L 
W 

 Aldwinians 
BIRKENHEAD PK 
Wirral 
Liverpool St. H (Cup) 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Crewe & Nantwich 
ACTON NOMADS 1 
Northwich 

D 
W 
W 

 BUXTON 2 
Acton Nomads 2 
CONGLETON 2 

L 
W 
W 

DEC 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Wigton 
NORTHWICH 
Anselmians 

L 
W 
P 

 KENDAL 
Rossendale 
WATERLOO 

W 
W 
W 

 TRAFFORD MV 
Bowdon 
HEATON MOOR 2 

W 
P 
W 

 Lymm 
BOWDON 
Heaton Moor 3 

L 
W 
W 

JAN 7 
14 
21 
28 

Leigh 
WIDNES 
Anselmians 
Aspatria 

W 
P 
L 
L 

 LEIGH 
Stockport 3 
 
MACCLESFIELD 3 

W 
L 
 
W 

 Old Bedians 2 
DIDSBURY TH 
Oswestry (Shield) 
Northwich 4 

W 
W 
L 
W 

 DIDSBURY TH 
Ashton on Mersey 3 
DUKINFIELD (Plate) 
HOLMES CHAPEL 2 

W 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 4 
11 
18 
25 

SANDBACH 
 
Rochdale 
WIDNES 

P 
 
L 
W 

 Sandbach 
 
PRESTON GH 3 
Sandbach 

P 
 
W 
L 

 WINNINGON PK 
 
KNUTSFORD 2 

P 
 
W 

  
 
Macclesfield 

 
 
L 

MAR  3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

CARLISLE 
Vale of Lune 
SANDBACH 
LIVERPOOL ST. H 
Wirral 

W 
L 
L 
W 
L 

 CARLISLE 
ALDWINIANS 
 
Birkenhead Pk 
WIRRAL 

W 
W 
 
W 
W 

 Oswestry 2 
CREWE & NA’WICH 
Whitchurch 
Acton Nomads 1 
NORTHWICH 

L 
W 
W 
W 
W 

 CREWE & N‘TWCH 
Buxton 2 
ACTON NOMADS 2 
Congleton 2 

W 
W 
L 
L 

APR 7 
14 
21 
28 

 
WIGTON 
Broughton Pk 

   
Kendal 
TRAFFORD MV 

   
Trafford MV 
WHITCHURCH 

   
LYMM 
Stoockport 5 

 

Junior Colts (U17s) 

Raging Bull Junior Colts League : Division A 

SEP 4 
11 
18 
25 

Stockport 
PRESTON GH 
Sandbach 
Macclesfield 

L 
L 
L 
W 

DEC 4 
11 
18 
25 

Wirral 
 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 

L 
 
W 

MAR 
4 

11 
18 
25 

 
KESWICK/RFU SHIELD 
Cleckheaton/RFU SHIELD 

 
W 
W 

OCT 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

WIRRAL 
Altrincham Kersal 
CALDY 
Broughton Park 
Lymm 

L 
W 
W 
WOL 
D 

JAN 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Lymm 
 

L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APR 
1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

NOV 6 
13 
20 
27 

Preston GH 
SANDBACH 
MACCLESFIELD 
WIRRAL (CC 1ST RD) 

L 
W 
W 
W 

FEB 5 
12 
19 
26 

CHESHIRE CUP 2ND RD 
STOCKPORT 

 
W 

MAY 
6 

13 

  

NORTH 1 WEST : http://www.rfu.com    :     httpe://www.rugbyroundup.com 
NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD INTERMEDIATE LEAGUES :  http://www.rfu.com    :    http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
COLTS : http://www.rfu.com      :    http://www.colts-rugby.org.uk 

A warm welcome to everyone, especially our visitors from Wigton for the last home game of the 
season. This is an important match for both teams, for Wilmslow to stay in the comfort of the middle 
of the league and for Wigton to climb out of the bottom four and to avoid relegation.  
 
Before we go into that, a final look at the general rugby scene.  The RFU finally made, I think, the right 
decision on Stuart Lancaster.  Now, I hope he will be allowed the freedom to develop his coaching staff 
and squad properly in preparation for the next World Cup.  I think most serious England watchers are 
realistic and expect hard games and losses with the upcoming matches against the southern hemisphere 
but the team is on the right path and can only improve.  The cloud on the horizon is panicking by the 
incumbent RFU personnel and knowing their track record, that is possible!! 
 
Sale Sharks have finally made public the decision to go to Barton.  Again, it was the only sensible 
decision, given the state and size of Edgeley Park.  The wonderful surface at Barton should help in 
revitalising a more attacking side with the help of Cipriani and Gray etc.  This will make the Sharks 
more central in the North West and help to widen their appeal.  I hope the supporters I have met who 
say they will not go to Barton will change their minds and give the move a chance to improve our only 
premier team. 
 
Wilmslow Wolves continue to cause the supporters heart attacks!  We had a wonderful game against 
Liverpool then a lacklustre game at Wirral, with the majority of the possession and contriving to lose, 
even throwing away a bonus point in the dying seconds by sloppy play!  Based on the season roller 
coaster, they should play well today!!!! The Wolves have played Wigton five times, three losses at 
Wigton and two wins at home so anything is possible!   Wigton, however, have improved immeasurably 
since a very poor start to the season, have got their supporters behind them and are really pushing to 
get out of the bottom four so the Wolves need to be on top form. 
 
A big thank you must be made here.  This is Giles Heagarty’s last home game as Wolves coach.  The 
pressure of his other commitments at MGS and with England Youth have become too great.  He has 
worked hard at Wilmslow over the last four years and we wish him success in his career.  He will still be 
at the club socially and we look forward to see him next year supporting the Wolves. Wilmslow will be 
announcing a new coaching team over the next two weeks – so watch this space! 
 
Our senior rugby in general continues to be successful.  The Vikings are four points clear in USL1 with 
their main challenger Birkenhead Park having a game in hand, a superior points difference and a tricky 
match against third placed Macclesfield to negotiate.  The Vikings claimed to have secured promotion 
last week but I’m not certain that it’s quite cut and dried yet.  The Thirds have only to make sure that 
they turn up for their last three games to get the three points that makes them mathematically certain to 
be promoted and if they beat third placed Trafford MV today, the job will be done.  The Ravens have 
slipped to a creditable 4th over the last three matches but continue to play positive rugby and their last 
game today against third placed Lymm should be exciting.  I look forward to watching this! 
 
Finally, congratulations to the Junior Colts on a fine away win against a physical Bolton side to win the 
RFU North Shield.  This takes them into the National Shield semi- finals against Moseley playing at 
Doncaster on 22nd April.  Supporters welcome and the best of luck to them from the whole club.        
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Hon. President 
Jon Hitch 
Immediate Past President 
David Barker 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Dave Scanlon 
Hon. Secretary 
Barry Fisher 
Hon. Treasurer 
Tony Kersh 

 
 
 
 

 

Wolves Captain 
Dan Wright 
Vice Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Director of Rugby 
Daz Lucas 
Club Coach 
Giles Heagerty 
Vikings Captain 
Oliver Mooney 
Hawks Captain 
Matt  Tucker 
Ravens Captain 
Jim Senior 
 

Club Website 
www pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :      david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORING ORGANISATIONS 2011-12 
 

ACF : Alan Lang : All U Need  
Allied Corporate Finance 

Barrington Sports  
Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily 

Byrom plc : Chapel Interiors 
Chelsea Flowers : easyfish : FGP   

Gascoigne Halman : gas-elec  
Gemma Jones Photography : Glaisyers 

Gusto Alderley Edge : KPMD Group 
Lee Floorstok : Loch Fyne Restaurants : 

Lymm Truckwash :  Maxwells of Wilmslow  
Michael J Chapman    

Morley Green Garden Centre : Motrax 
P J Design : Printerland.co.uk 
Royles Jaguar : S C & P Jones 

Slater Heelis : Stationery Solutions 
Stigs Barbers Shop : Targetsite 

TD Travel Options 
The Farmers Arms : The Horse and Jockey 

The Lighting and Interiors Group 
TNN Taxi & Chauffeur Services 

The Vets’ Place 
The Wilmslow Half Marathon 

TWP Wealth 
Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow IT 

Wilmslow Chiropractic Clinic 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 

sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

At Last a Rational Explanation for the Game of Rugby.  
 
It is largely unknown to players and followers of the modern game that rugby started off purely as a contest for 
forwards in opposition in line-outs, scrums, rucks and mauls.  This pitted eight men of statuesque physique, 
supreme fitness and superior intelligence in packs against one another.  In those days, the winner was the pack 
that won the most set pieces.  The debasement of the game began when backs were introduced.  This occurred 
because a major problem was where to locate the next scrum or line-out.   Selecting positions on the ground for 
these had become a constant source of friction and even violence. 
 
The problem was resolved by employing forward rejects, men of small stature and limited intelligence, to run 
aimlessly around within the field of play.   Following a set piece, the ball would be thrown to one of them, who 
would establish the next location either by dropping it or by throwing it to another reject for dropping.  Very 
occasionally, a third reject would receive the ball before it would be dropped, and crowds would wildly cheer on 
these rare occasions.  Initially these additional players were entirely disorganized but with the passing of time 
they adopted set positions.  
 
For instance, take the half-back.  He was usually one of the smallest and least intelligent of the backs whose role 
was simply to accept the ball from a forward and to pass it on to one of the other rejects who would drop it, 
providing the new location for the forwards to compete.  He could easily (given his general size) have been 
called a quarter forward or a ball monkey but then tolerance and compassion are the keys to forward play and 
the present euphemism was decided on.  
 
The five-eighth plays next to the half-back and his role is essentially the same except that when pressured, he 
usually panics and kicks the ball.  Normally, he is somewhat taller and slightly better built than the half-back and 
hence his name.  One-eighth less and he would have been a half-back, three-eighths more and he might well 
have qualified to become a forward.  
 
The centres were opportunists who had no expertise but wanted to share in the glamour associated with 
forward packs.  After repeated supplication to the forwards for a role in the game they would be told to get out 
in the middle of the field and wait for instructions.  Thus, when asked where they played, they would reply "in 
the centre".  And they remain to this day, parasites and scroungers who mostly work as lawyers or used car 
dealers.  
 
You may ask, why wingers? The answer is simple. Because these were players who had very little ability and 
were the lowest in the backline pecking order, they were placed as far away from the ball as possible. 
Consequently, and because the inside backs were so diligent in their assigned role of dropping the ball whenever 
they received it, the main contribution to the game made by the winger was not to get involved.  Their 
instructions were to run away as quickly as possible whenever trouble appeared, and to avoid tackles at all 
costs.  The fact that the game was organised so that the wingers didn't get to touch the ball led to an incessant 
flow of complaints from them and eventually the apt description "whingers" was applied.  Even though the "h" 
dropped off over the years, the whingeing itself unfortunately has not.  
 
Lastly, the full-back. This was the position given to the worst handler, the person least able to accept or pass the 
ball, someone who was always in the way. The name arose because the forwards would understandably become 
infuriated by the poor play invariably demonstrated by that person, and call out "send that fool back".  He would 
then be relegated well out of everyone's way to the rear of the field.  
 
So there you have it.  Let's return to the glory days of a contest between two packs of eight men of statuesque 
physique, supreme fitness and superior intelligence. The rest can go off to where they will be happier, playing 
soccer. 
 

Thanks to Martin Hill for sending in this most  
interesting, thoughtful and revealing article. 



Contact : Tony Kersh 
PO Box 595 
Macclesfield 

SK10 9HF 
Telephone : 01625 500090 

 
Specialists in  

Domestic Extension   
Design  

P J Design 

84 Chapel Lane 

Wilmslow 
Tel. 01625 

523180 
 

Paul Sheridon 
Wishes the Wolves 

every success in 

2011-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groceries   Fruit & Veg  Flowers  Plants  

Pet Food  Beers  Wines Spirits  Frozen Food   

Confectionery Bread & Milk 

 

LINDOW PARADE   CHAPEL LANE   WILMSLOW       Tel  01625 526532 



Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 2nd XV 24 20 0 4 665 320 345 84 0 

Birkenhead Park Wanderers  23 19 0 4 864 334 530 80 0 

Macclesfield 3rd XV 23 17 0 6 678 420 258 74 0 

Wirral 2nd XV 24 13 0 11 601 421 180 63 0 

Sandbach 2nd XV 24 12 2 10 639 547 92 62 0 

Waterloo 2nd XV 24 12 1 11 655 492 163 61 0 

Carlisle Crusaders (2nd XV) 23 11 0 12 414 519 -105 55 0 

Aldwinians 2nd XV 23 9 2 12 390 497 -107 52 0 

Leigh 2nd XV 23 9 0 14 452 544 -92 50 0 

Trafford MV 2nd XV 23 8 1 14 357 584 -227 48 0 

Stockport 3rd XV 22 8 1 13 404 615 -211 47 0 

Rossendale 2nd XV 21 8 1 12 332 586 -254 46 0 

Kendal 2nd XV 23 6 1 16 425 625 -200 41 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3rd  20 3 1 16 296 668 -372 30 0 

University of Salford Leagues :  Div 1 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 5 South 

University of Salford Leagues : Division 4 South 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 3rd XV 19 17 1 1 722 192 530 71 0 

Oswestry 2nd XV 20 16 1 3 590 306 284 69 0 

Trafford MV 3rd XV 20 15 0 5 567 389 178 65 0 

Heaton Moor 2nd XV 21 13 1 7 577 340 237 57 -4 

Acton Nomads 21 9 0 12 482 469 13 48 0 

Crewe and Nantwich 3rd XV 20 8 2 10 432 409 23 46 0 

Northwich 3rd XV 20 8 1 11 378 460 -82 45 0 

Winnington Park 3rd XV 20 8 1 11 417 435 -18 44 0 

Bowdon 3rd XV 20 7 2 11 366 494 -128 43 0 

Didsbury Toc H 3rd XV 20 6 0 14 321 676 -355 37 0 

Old Bedians 2nd XV 21 4 2 15 331 734 -403 34 0 

Whitchurch 3rd XV 20 4 1 15 343 622 -279 32 0 

Team P W D L F A Diff Pts Adj 

Heaton Moor 3rd XV 19 14 0 5 639 370 269 61 0 

Macclesfield 4th XV 17 14 0 3 719 151 568 59 0 

Wilmslow 4th XV 19 13 0 6 408 230 178 57 0 

Lymm 4th XV 17 13 0 4 746 254 492 56 0 

Buxton 2nd XV 17 13 0 4 313 181 132 56 0 

Congleton 2nd XV 17 9 0 8 414 494 -80 44 0 

Didsbury Toc H 4th XV 18 8 0 10 420 313 107 41 0 

Holmes Chapel 2nd XV 18 8 0 10 487 363 124 36 -4 

Crewe and Nantwich 4th XV 17 6 0 11 310 595 -285 33 0 

Ashton-on-Mersey 3rd XV 17 4 0 13 215 618 -403 28 0 

Acton Nomads 2nd XV 17 3 0 14 249 742 -493 26 0 

Bowdon 4th XV 17 0 0 17 63 672 -609 15 0 

The Developmentals ensured 
promotion to League 3 South 

next season with their 32-7 win 
over Northwich on 31st. March. 

 
Teams are automatically awarded one point 
for fulfilling a fixture so with three games to 
go they quite simply cannot be caught by 

third placed Trafford MV unless they fail to 
turn up.  Seven more points will give them 

the league title. 
 

The look of USL4S has changed with the 
elimination of the Knutsford second team 
and Northwich fourth team, presumably 

because they were unable to fulfil fixtures 
through a lack of players so it’s now a 

twelve side league with the two chasing 
sides Oswestry and Trafford MV still to 

meet on 21st. April. 

The Developmentals win over Northwich 
was thanks to three tries from Lee Jackson 
and one each from Jonny Gradon, Gareth 
Jacques and Gareth Jones, which has put 

them in a nearly unassailable position and a 
win today at Trafford MV may well be good 

enough to put the league title beyond 
doubt. 

 
Sadly the Ravens came a cropper at 

Congleton, going down by 65-5.  Unusually 
for them there was no match report posted 

on the web site.  This just reinforces the 
tendency amongst all  our sides to like 

reporting their successes in some detail 
and style but to ignore the event altogether 

when they’re on the receiving end.  
Summed up by the junior coach, who when 

asked for a report after his side had 
received a heavy battering, replied ‘Do I 
have to, I’d rather not’ and so he didn’t. 

STYLISTS & BARBERS 
FOR GENTLEMEN AND 

(YOUNG) WOLVES 

 

 
 

 
CHAPEL LANE 

 
Tuesday to Friday 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 

Saturday  

8.00am to 3.30pm. 

STIG’Shop  

Vikings at play against Wirral : 31 March 2012  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

info@bengaltigerlily.com 
 

 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2011 - 12 

       

Jordan Airey 6      

Ed Armitage 5 2    10 

Rory Bell 2 1    5 

Mike Black 18 3    15 

Nigel Burge-Jones 4      

Ricky Chadwick 24 1  1 2 12 

Dominic Clancy 2      

Mike Clifford 22 1    5 

Craig Cooper 22 2    10 

Hugo Corbett 18 5    25 

Angus Crawford 4      

Sam Cutts 3      

Ben Day 16 6    30 

Alex Donaldson 23 2    10 

Chris Findlow 14 1    5 

Tom Hall 2 1    5 

Ben Jones 11      

Matt Jones 3 1    5 

James Keys 14 1    5 

Matthew King 20 5    25 

Chris Lee 12      

Harrison Lewis 2      

Stuart Lindsay 5      

Mark Lister 2      

Aaron Loftus 10      

Bob MacCallum 21 3 1 32 33 180 

Liam McCrea 1      

Lewis McKay 14 1    5 

Ross Mitchell 10      

Dan Partington 7      

Tom Raynor 20 10    50 

Sam Rodman 18 3    15 

R Spencer 1      

Sean Street 5      

H Stott 3      

Gareth Tait 9 3    15 

Alex Taylor 6      

Andy Walker 20 2  4 6 34 

Jack Walmsley 24      

Rick Williams 2      

Dan Wright 14 2    10 
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North 1 West                                  Saturday 24th. March 2012 
Wilmslow 29 -10 Liverpool St. Helens 
 
Vince Lombardi, the great American Football coach, used to say “If you aren’t fired with enthusiasm, 
you will be fired with enthusiasm.”  The Wolves had obviously heeded this warning, as they ran rampant 
against second-placed Liverpool St. Helens at Pownall Park, running out winners by 29-10. 

 
Eschewing the normal one hour warm-up, they saved their energy for the game 
and from the start, tore into the visitors; shoving them backwards in the scrums, 
monopolising the line-outs and generally taking the game to them.  It has been 
as long time since Wilmslow started in such a fashion and the sun-baked 
supporters were voluble with their appreciation.  It seems that having lost 
narrowly away at Moss Lane, having been the better side and having had two 
perfectly good try opportunities disallowed by the referee, the players were 
determined to make amends. 
 
The win eased their relegation worries and moved the Wolves up a place and, 
more importantly, to eight points more than Wigton, Anselmians and Broughton 
Park, with three games to go. Should they win just one of the next two games, 
they can not be caught and can travel to Broughton Park for the last game of the 
season with no pressure on them. 
 
If they play as they did on Saturday, they will win all three games.  The pack 
were superb and, in the line-out, Mike Clifford and young Ben Jones were 

dominant, whoever had the throw-in.  Ben, sadly, 
somehow managed to dislocate and break one of 
his toes and will miss the rest of the season. What 
happened to the leather boots, with strong 
toecaps!  The defence, too, was excellent, with 
very few missed tackles and turnover ball.  Tries 
were scored by scrum-half, Andy Walker, who 
burst from a maul near the Liverpool line after 
great work from the pack had moved play up the 
field; Bob McCallum, who, spotting a gap, made a 
fine break and ran to the line. Bob converted both 
these tries but failed with another when wing Tom 
Rayner scored far out after some classy passing 
by the backs.  This made the score 19-0 at half-
time. 
 
The second half continued much as the first, until 
a dropped pass in midfield led to an LSH try 
under the posts, which they converted to bring the 
score back to 19-10; too close for comfort. 
Wilmslow, however, continued to dominate and a 
great move by the backs from yet another lineout 
steal would have led to another try, but for a 
deliberate knock-on and a penalty. Bob kicked the 
goal to put the lead back to twelve points. Finally, 
a great take in our own twenty-two by full back, 
Matt King, who then ran through half the visitors 
side and slipped the ball to Mike Clifford and the 
backs to Matt Jones on the right wing.  He 
stepped on the gas in some style and rounded 
the opposition defence to score.  The try was 
converted by Andy Walker to put the home side 
out of range, 29-10. 



MOTRAX MOTOR ACCESSORIES 88 CHAPEL LANE T 01625 522551 
 

OILS  BATTERIES  PAINTS   NUMBER 

PLATES   TOWBARS  TOOLS  CYCLE 

ACCESSORIES MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 

AND VALETING PRODUCTS 

 

WHY PAY MORE AT A DEALER OR 

SUPERSTORE WHEN THERE IS  

UNBEATABLE SERVICE, QUALITY 

AND VALUE AT  

MOTRAX! 

Saturday 31st. March                                                North 1 West 
Wirral 23—15 Wilmslow 
The marvellous victory over second placed Liverpool St. Helens on the 24th March proved to be the meat 
between two poor pieces of bread, writes Barry Fisher.  Following the thrashing by Sandbach the week before, 
the Wolves travelled to Wirral on Saturday, a team one place and four points behind us in the league, with high 
hopes of a win and confirmation of a stay in North 1 West. 
 
It wasn’t to be.  They lost 15-23, thus missing a vital bonus point and although they are still ahead of Wirral on 
points scored difference, the omens are not favourable for the next two games against Wigton and Broughton 
Park, both of whom won on Saturday to move up to 44 points, 4 behind Wilmslow.  
 
The team started brightly enough and within five minutes were ahead 3-0, thanks to a penalty from Bob 
McCallum when the Wirral backs strayed offside.  Something they did thereafter all afternoon with impunity. The 
pack, with young Adam Hewitt deputising for the injured Ben Jones, were again dominant but, following a 
turnover, the home backs ran through the Wolves defence and full back, D. Harvey scored by the touchline.  His 
brother, C. Harvey missed the conversion; score 3-5. 
 
From the restart, a clean catch and drive by the Wirral forwards led to another break by their backs and a repeat 
score by D. Harvey and, having found his range, a conversion by his brother. 3-12.  This was shortly followed 
by a penalty to make the score 3-15. At this stage, it looked, to the faithful Wilmslow supporters, as though the 
game was going to go the same way as the Sandbach game. However, the pack kept working their way 
towards the Wirral line, despite fine clearing kicks from their backs, and eventually Hugo Corbett barged his way 
over the line from a driving maul. Bob missed the conversion to leave the score 8-15, at which it remained until 
half-time.  
 
Wilmslow improved in the second half; better defence in the backs and continued dominance in the line-out and 
scrums. Sadly, on one incursion into the Wolves twenty-two, Wirral were awarded a penalty for offside and C. 
Harvey made no mistake with the kick. 8-18 against the run of play.  The forwards continued to pressurise their 
opposition and, following several collapsed mauls, Wilmslow were given a Penalty try, converted by Bob to 
bring the score to a very winning chance at 15-18, with ten minutes to go.  With the forward pressing again in 
the Wirral half, someone transgressed in the ruck and the clearing penalty took the home side into the Wilmslow 
half.  Yet another penalty, this time for offside, took Wirral to the Wilmslow twenty-two and from the ensuing line
-out and drive, although Wilmslow managed to get hold of the ball, it ended up in the hands of Annetts, who 
nipped over to score.  The kick failed, the final whistle blew and Wilmslow lost 15-23. 
 
Although kick-off receiving had been practiced during the week, it still proved to be the Wolves Achilles heel. Of 
the four kick-offs they received, only one was properly gathered and the other three put the team under 
immediate pressure.  They will have to improve for the next game, at home to Wigton on April 14th – a “must 
win” fixture to put us safe for season 2012-13. 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow/s/players-coaches-18796.html?player_id=246988
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow/s/players-coaches-18797.html?player_id=292104


 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT ♦ 6a Hawthorn Lane ♦ Wilmslow SK9 1AA 

Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AREA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENCY  

 

Wishing  Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
A  Successfu l  2011—12 Season  

 
17 Off ices throughout North Cheshire and South Manchester  

SPONSORING RICKY CHADWICK FOR THE WOLVES  

42 & 52 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lmslow,  SK9 1NY  
t  01625 540044    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co .uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2010  



S.C. & P. JONES 
91-102 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH Tel. 01625 524261  

Mon — Fri                   7.30am.—5.30pm. 
Saturday  
Building Materials       8.30am.—1.00pm. 
Timber & DIY  
Bathroom Showroom   9.00am.—4.00pm. 

Wilmslow’s Premier  
Bathroom Showroom  

 
Building Materials & Tools 

for Trade & DIY 
 

Timber & Panels to Size  
 

Expert Advice &  
Competitive Pricing  

BEST WISHES 

FOR 2011—12 

Independent family run veterinary practice in Wilmslow 
 

Professional pet care with a personal touch 
 

Purpose built with on site parking 
 

THE VET’S PLACE CHESTNUT HOUSE UPCAST LANE WILMSLOW SK9 6EH 

TEL 0625 585500      WWW.THEVETSPLACE.COM 



We first played Wigton in season 2002/03, losing 31-6 away at Lowmoor Road.  
Considering that this was only ten years ago, there are remarkably few of the 
team that day still playing at the club.  It was ex-captain Steve Braddock’s first 
1st XV game and he is still turning out occasionally, along with Al McLennan, 
Ben Warren and Nigel Day.  Still on the 1st XV however, in his tenth season, is 
fly-half Bob McCallum, still garnering the points, with 180 so far this season and 
1,633 in total – by far the most scored by any player at the club - and he was 
not the kicker in 2002/03.  
 
Our travels to Cumbria have not been rewarding over the years, apart from the 
three teams in the league this season, we have played Workington, Netherhall, 
Whitehaven and Egremont in the past and have lost far more games than we 
have won.  Until the commencement of the leagues, we didn’t play individual 
clubs, but played a short-lived select side from them all, under the guise of West Cumberland.  We beat them 
17-5 away at Workington, I think, in 1969-70 and won again at home, 49-6, a couple of years later. 
 
They did produce some great players, but most of them were tempted to move to bigger clubs in the other parts 
of the Country.  England players such as Dave Robinson, who played for Gosforth; Peter Dixon (Harlequins); 
Chris Wardlow (Northampton); David Pears (Sale and Harlequins) and more recently, Steve Hanley, a regular 
in Sale Sharks until his retirement.  Several of these players played against the touring teams of old for North 
West Counties and I remember travelling up to Workington in 1972 to see one of those teams beat the All 
Blacks.  It was a fantastic day out and an abiding memory. 
 
It was very strange last Saturday, to have no rugby at Wilmslow.  I hardly think the guys need a rest; they only 
play 26 games a season.  A far cry from, dare I say, the old days. In 1964, for example, we played four games 
over Easter.  Esher at home on the Thursday (won 6-3); Kenilworth at home on Good Friday (won 23-0); Vale of 
Lune away on the Saturday (won 17-8) and then Sale away on Easter Monday, when we dragged ourselves 
down to Heywood Road and beat them 8-6.  I think they were as tired as we were. 
 
As this is the last home programme of the season, I must give credit where due to our esteemed editor, David 
Pike.  I just write a page of ramblings, but David does all the rest; badgering coaches and team captains for 
reports; writing his pieces; getting the teams and referees and selling the advertising.  Well done, David, you do 
a grand job. 

They say that the blank page is the writer’s worst enemy. Given that I have had a good 
couple of weeks, it has taken some time to come up with the theme, as it is the last one I 
shall write as club coach.  It pains me that our season has come down to the next two 
games, especially when we had such high hopes in the summer.  The reality we face though 
is that a win today is essential to ensure survival in North 1 West. The same can be said of 
our opponents.  Such situations can prompt intriguing reactions from people as has been 
seen by the bottom three teams results of late.  It is the first time I have known that 40 points 
has not be enough to ensure survival and the bottom teams just keep on winning.  
 
Our destiny, without wanting to fill these pages with melodrama is in our hands.  Has that 
meant we have changed what we have been doing in practice, have we tried to reinvent the 
wheel?  No, all we have been doing is focusing on doing the basic things well.  People often 
ask me what the key to ‘winning’ is.  I find it slightly disturbing that anyone would think I have 

the key to such a thing but one of the fundamentals is quite simply doing the basics well.  
 
Whilst away with England I have discovered a ‘new’ concept, that of skill and effort errors.  Clearly these errors are not a 
new idea but I now look at things as either skill errors occur when people are trying things or effort errors when players do 
not commit themselves to a move or a decision.  If we lose a game trying to do everything we can and a pass goes awry, 
the loss is painful but to lose a game because we simply don’t put enough effort in is completely unacceptable.   This has 
been something of an epiphany as it has made winning and losing much clearer to me and in fact easier to deal with.  You 
see, as a coach you can build from matches that you win and lose due to skill errors – that is our job. Effort is something 
different.  There has to be an environment where players wants to make the effort but it’s up to them to decide how much.  
Screaming and shouting is not my style and is not going to make much difference anyway but it doesn’t mean that I never 
go for the hair dryer at half time.  My job once players are on the field is to remain calm and provide technical information 
and feedback in order to reduce the skill errors afflicting players on the field.  The first question I ask myself after a game 
is did I do enough with our game planning to ensure our skills were up to scratch.  The first question I would like my 
players to ask themselves is: could I have given any more to that game today?  I highlighted earlier that such situations 
cause intriguing reactions: feats of heroism and selflessness fill the pages of sporting history.  In such situations players 
are prepared to give everything of themselves to get that win because if they don’t….well that is unthinkable.  
 
Today’s game sees the end of an era for the Wolves as one of the club’s longest servants says farewell to the Memorial 
Ground.  One thing I can say of Chris Lee is that he will never commit an effort error.  The same can be said of Ricky 
Chadwick who is also likely to be leaving us to take up a coaching position in Ipswich next season.  As a coach I could not 
ask for two more reliable players and I wish them every success in the future.  On days like today I am glad they are in 
our team.  Enjoy today’s game. Regrettably I am away on England duty for our final game of the season, our international 
against Ireland.  For many of the boys involved it will be the pinnacle of their rugby career and it is certainly mine. That 
said, were it not for post match commitments I would still be hotfooting it back up the M1 to be on the sidelines as it is a 
game I wish I could be here for. 

Editor’s Note : Thank you 

for your kind remarks, 

Barry.  May I also thank all 

those who have contributed 
to ‘On The Trail’ this 

season.  We try to keep it as 

fresh as possible for each 

Wolves home game and 

that’s in no small measure 

due to the regular 

contributions received from 

Jon Hitch, Barry Fisher, 

Giles Heagerty, Grant 

McKenzie, David Barker, 
Rick Noden and, of course, 

Colin Johnson of Northwich 

and to the more infrequent 

but still highly valued 

pieces received from the 

likes of Dave Scanlon, 

Mostyn Williams, Martin 

Hill and other coaches, 

players and members.  

Without your support the 

magazine just wouldn’t be 
possible. 

 

 

 

This year’s Mini Festival will take place on Saturday 28th and 

Sunday 29th. April.  The whole event will take place on The 

Memorial Ground with the older age groups playing on 

Saturday from 1.00pm. and the younger ones from 11.00am. on 

Sunday.  It will be the thirty eighth consecutive festival since it 

was first staged back in 1974.  This year’s organisers are Joe 

Higginson, Dave Meir and Andy Witham.  

 

Pictures from Mini Festival 2011 

 

 
If you’re coming to the Mini Festival in a fortnight be sure not to 

miss the delicacies on offer at ‘The Smoky Gaucho Beer and 
Burger Bar’ manned by senior players.  For example, try one of 

Andy Vassell’s famous Hot Hawaiian Pineapple Burgers.  Lightly 
grilled, the burger is put into the bun with fried onions, a slice of 

freshly grilled pineapple (a tinned pineapple ring will do if you 
haven’t got a fresh one) and seasoned with chilli sauce.  Very tasty! 



 
A Warm Welcome 
Awaits You From 

Emma and Daryl at 
 

THE HORSE 
& JOCKEY 

Gravel  Lane 
 

‘A Real Gem of a Pub’ 
 

Cask Ales : Pool Table : Monday & Thursday Quiz Nights : Live Football 

The Official 

Wilmslow Rugby Club Shop 

Open 
Saturdays 

1.30pm  5.00pm 
Sundays 

10.30am - 1.30pm 

Studs 
Shorts 
Gloves 

Polo Shirts 
Replica Kit 

Headguards 
Training Tops 
Shoulder Pads 

Club Ties and Shirts 

Club and Ground Hire at The Memorial Ground 
 
We can help you to organise………… 
 
Children’s Parties : Corporate Events : Business Meetings  
Wedding Receptions : Special Occasions 
 
Function Rooms and Playing Fields  
Fully Licensed with optional bar extensions : Catering  
BBQ Equipment : Car Park : Audio and Visual Facilities  
Large TV Screen : 1000 Watt PA and Lighting 
 
CONTACT : KEITH BOOTH 
TEL 01625 522274 

Sandbach are already league champions but there was plenty to keep players and supporters 
interested in this week’s matches. 
 
LSH, Northwich and Widnes continue to battle it out for the play off spot.  All three sides though are 
finding it hard to get wins on the road against relegation threatened sides.  The week before LSH had 
been well beaten at Wilmslow and this week it was the turn of Northwich to get the Cumbrian treatment 
at Wigton.  LSH go to Widnes today whilst Northwich take on Broughton Park, next week LSH are at 
home to Aspatria, Northwich go to Anselmians and Widnes to Wirral.  You can take your pick of which 
way the dice will fall but whatever way it goes, it looks a likely trip to Percy Park for the winnetrs.  
 
On the way down from National 3 North will be our old friends from Altrincham Kersal. 
 
At the foot of the table or more accurately in its second half only the fate of Aspatria has been decided.  
Leigh, Wilmslow, Wirral, Broughton Park, Wigton and Anselmians are all involved in the dog fight to 
avoid relegation.  Wirral, Park and Wigton all eased their worries with home wins whilst Leigh, 
Wilmslow and Anselmians all lost on the road.  All the signs are that this one will run and run right up 
to the last minutes of the last weekend of the season. 
 
On the way up are Sale, with a maximum 120 league points to their credit, and Fleetwood.  The SLC1 
and N Lancs/Cumbria play off will be between Kirkby Lonsdale and New Brighton. 
 
What odds on Altrincham Kersal, Broughton Park, Sale and Wilmslow all being in next season’s N1W 
 
Broughton Park 16 – 10 Anselmians 
The question was could Park repeat their previous week’s performance against the Anselmian Saints in this 
critical relegation clash.  They started well with a Jonny Thomas penalty and a first ever first team try from 
young winger Adam Brown but the Saints kept their cool and when Park were reduced to fourteen for 
indiscipline they got a converted try from prop Tanni Hu’unga and a drop goal from from Simon Mason for a 10-
8 half time lead.  
 
The second half saw Park go back in front with a second Thomas penalty and then Paddy O’Donnell picked up 
at the base of a ruck and managed to sneak down the blindside untouched.  Both teams rang the changes, 
Anselmians threw everything into trying to salvage the game but couldn’t get enough of the ball to really 
threaten, they squandered what they did get and Mason missed a very kickable penalty as the Park defence 
held on in an untidy game. 
 
Carlisle 19 -23 Aspatria 
With Carlisle now safely ensconsed in the middle of the league and Aspatria already relegated, there obviously 
wasn’t much for either side to get excited about.  No reports found on the web but then it was a match where 
the result didn’t matter much. 
 
Liverpool St. Helens 19 – 8 Leigh 
What a difference a week makes!  Well beaten last week by Wilmslow, Liverpool St.Helens got back to winning 
ways with a hard earned win over rivals Leigh. To make things even better, Northwich suffered a surprise 
defeat to Wigton meaning LSH know that 2 wins will take them into the playoffs.  
 
Leigh started the game well and soon had a penalty deep into the LSH half. However excellent defence turned 
into breathtaking attack when Stuart Crampton, Alex McClurg, Ian Stanley and Neil Hull all combined to send 
McClurg racing to the line to finish off an outstanding move.  LSH continued to control the game without doing 
anything special and with Leigh a man down, the second rower yellow carded for repeated ruck infringements, 
they took full advantage when another flowing backs move allowed Matty Cunliffe to score a converted try wide 
out.  The rest of the half ebbed and flowed and only a late Leigh penalty gave the visitors something to smile 
about. Halftime score 12-3.  
 
The second half was a different story all together and Leigh controlled it from the outset.  Continued pressure 
led to Mario Bonati being yellow carded and as LSH did, Leigh made the most of it and scored a full length 
sweeping counter attack to really liven the game up.  Despite all their efforts to score again, it was LSH who 
had the final say when from a lineout, Matt Gaines dummied two defenders and sniped in unopposed to seal 



 

 

 

 
Just identify yourself as a Wilmslow 

Rugby Club member by producing 

either your valid 2011 - 12 

membership handbook at the 

following retail outlets or the 

participating retailer’s card to 

receive substantial discounts off 

listed prices. 

 

Chelsea Flowers 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(shop sales only) 

 

Stationery Solutions 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

(excluding print cartridges) 

 

Chapel Interiors 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Loch Fyne Restaurant 

Brook Lane, Alderley Edge 

(a la carte menu only) 

 

Gusto 

London Road, Alderley Edge 

(see their advertisement to apply for 

a Gusto sponsorship card.  Prior 

bookings advised) 

 

Bengal Tiger Lily Indian Cuisine 

Congleton Rd., Nether Alderley 

(restaurant menu only) 

 

S C & P Jones 

91-102 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

 

Morley Garden Centre 

Altrincham Rd., Wilmslow 

 

Motrax Motor Accessories 

Chapel Lane, Wilmslow 

Vikings To Be In Bateman Premier Next Season.  History is made. 
The Vikings 24 - 21 win at Birkenhead Park on 24th. March may not quite have settled the outcome of 
this season’s USL1 but it put them in pole position four points clear of Park in second place and ten 
ahead of third place Macclesfield 3rds.  Both have a game in hand against the Vikings but one of them 
will be against each other on 21st. April at Priory Park.  In the meantime, the Vikings ensured their 
promotion a week later with a 45 -19 home win against Wirral a week later.   .   
 
The Birkenhead Pk. encounter reports Oliver Mooney, was a tight affair from start to finish.  The Vikings 
opened brightly and on ten minutes a backs move put Sam Cutts clear on the right wing.  His little chip 
was collected by prop Sam Rodman who ran in under the posts.  Park then capitalised on a series of 
ruck infringements by the Vikings, hooker Charlie Wilton got ten minutes in the bin and Park levelled 
matters with a converted catch and drive try.  Both sides were now making too many errors but just 
before the break Rick Williams picked from No. 8 five metres out, was stopped just short but from the 
ruck Danny Kennedy got the ball and forced himself over.  Iain Tyson converted for a 14-7 lead. 
 
The first quarter of the second half belonged to Park who forced the Wilmslow team into errors.  A stray 
Wilmslow pass then enabled Park to put their right winger in to level the scores again.  And then from a 
length of the field drop out, Park gained field position, a high ball was spilt by the Wilmslow defence and 
fell into the arms of an oncoming Park player to put them seven points ahead. 
 
Mike Blackett made the changes as the Vikings tried to pick up the pace but Park were defending well 
and it looked grim until Charlie Wilton rose to grab a loose ball and raced clear for the equalising score 
with just five minutes left.   
 
Park’s restart went out on the full, the Vikings’ scrum was solid and after several carries on the right Park 
were penalised in the ruck.  Up stepped Jack Harrison to kick the penalty from 45 metres.  21 - 24, there  
was just a minute left and they held on for a famous win.   
 
Back at The Memorial Ground against Wirral a week later, the Vikings had the matter settled by half 
time.  They were simply irresistible during that period, dominating every aspect of play with tries from 
hooker Johnny Newsham (2), lock Louis Staples, No. 8 Rick Williams and flanker Danny Thomas.  It was 
38-0 at half time and when Louis Staples went over for his second early in the second period, eighty 
points looked a possibility. 

But if the Vikings had played like champions for the first fifty minutes, they played like ‘fecking eejits’, as 
the Irish would say for the last half hour.  Kicks were ballooned up the field straight into the arms of 
grateful Wirral receivers, the scrum went awol, they started standing off their tackles and wild passes 
were thrown and dropped all over the place.  It was hardly surprising that the Wirral team suddenly woke 
up with some neat play of their own to run in three tries without reply.  The period just took the gloss off 
the Vikings achievement. 
  
They  will find The Bateman Premier League next season a tough proposition.  The top half dozen sides 
all play contracted players, their standard is high and probably equivalent to N1W.   It’ll be some test. 



AVIVA PREMIERSHIP 

 

5th. May 

 

HARLEQUINS 

 

Edgeley Park 

2.00pm 

INTERNATIONALS 2012 
 
27th. May 

England v Barbarians        Twickenham 
 
29th. May 

Barbarians v Ireland XV     Kingsholm 
 
2nd. June 

Wales v Barbarians            Millennium Stadium  
 
5th. June 

Australia v Scotland           Newcastle, NSW 
 
9th. June 

Australia v Wales               Brisbane 
 
New Zealand v Ireland       Auckland 
 
South Africa v England      Durban 
 
16th. June 

Australia v Wales               Melbourne 
 
New Zealand v Ireland      Wellington 
 
South Africa v England     Johannesburg 
 
23rd. June 

Australia v Wales              Sydney 
 
New Zealand v Ireland      Waikato 
 
South Africa v England      Port Elizabeth 
 
10th. November 

Wales v Argentina              Millennium Stadium 
 
England v Fiji                     Twickenham 
 
Scotland v New Zealand   Murrayfield 
 
16th. November 

Wales v Samoa                 Millennium Stadium 
 
17th. November 

England v Australia           Twickenham 
 
Scotland v South Africa     Murrayfield 
 
24th. November             

England v South Africa      Twickenham 
 
Ireland v Argentina            Aviva Stadium 
 
Scotland v Tonga              Murrayfield 
 
Wales v New Zealand       Millennium Stadium 
 
1st. December 

England v New Zealand    Twickenham 
 
Wales v Australia               Millennium Stadium 
 



League North 1 West 

2011 – 12 

League Results—2011/2012 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Anselmians  44-17 25-17 45-14 14-3 0-17   13-19 43-30 5-15 39-17 21-13 17-36 

Aspatria 14-14  8-0 22-28 29-40 16-28 20-18 14-17 10-40  7-10 12-29 15-8 17-15 

Broughton Park 16-10 52-3  11-17 17-13 16-24 27-28 3-0 5-49 27-20 17-20 23-11  29-25 

Carlisle 25-10 19-23 24-12  36-8 23-18 6-11  11-28 7-44 20-13 12-6 17-0 13-14 

Leigh 32-7 32-0 31-0 28-24  12-32 6-10 18-27 29-23 18-29 29-13 29-13 5-13  

Liverpool St. H 39-19  33-7 52-0 19-8  24-18 19-21 12-16 15-5 17-34 27-19 18-13 21-14 

Northwich 38-15 36-0  50-0 52-5 13-12  28-11 9-15 20-5 22-17 36-10 27-19 27-15 

Rochdale 29-13 29-16 25-5 31-11 25-15 8-9 32-38  13-32 20-20 22-29 28-10 18-6 10-15 

Sandbach 60-8 43-17 17-14  38-5 43-19 10-11 29-5  33-19 47-24 32-10 23-12 42-3 

Vale of Lune 58-31 50-27 19-10 23-17 28-20 33-41 31-5 56-29   37-17 37-7 30-21 37-10 

Widnes 30-7 60-19 37-25 33-28 19-12  5-12 12-7 12-15 34-21  27-8 37-7 8-15 

Wigton 41-25 26-12 19-24 15-16  24-44 21-10 22-20 21-23 44-21 25-28  17-7 52-13 

Wilmslow 35-5 24-8 17-18 24-19 17-45 29-10 29-11 25-15 15-46 35-27 31-22   34-18 

Wirral 19-27 70-29 35-12 13-18 22-33 16-29 20-19 17-15 7-34 24-33  28-11 23-15  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Anselmians v  

Rochdale 

 

Aspatria v  

Vale of Lune 

 

Leigh v Wirral 

 

Northwich v  

Broughton Park 

 

Sandbach v Carlisle 

 

Widnes v  

Liverpool St. Helens 
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Team P W D L F A Diff B Pts Pts Adj 

Sandbach 24 22 0 2 757 304 453 16 104 0 

Liverpool St Helens 24 17 0 7 579 407 172 14 82 0 

Northwich 24 17 0 7 549 355 194 13 81 0 

Widnes 24 16 0 8 558 439 119 15 79 0 

Vale of Lune 24 14 1 9 713 555 158 13 71 0 

Rochdale 24 10 1 13 457 462 -5 14 56 0 

Carlisle 24 11 0 13 405 534 -129 9 53 0 

Leigh 24 9 0 15 460 509 -49 13 49 0 

Wilmslow 24 10 0 14 449 495 -46 8 48 0 

Wirral 24 10 0 14 487 582 -95 8 48 0 

Broughton Park 24 9 0 15 387 510 -123 8 44 0 

Wigton 24 8 0 16 478 573 -95 12 44 0 

Anselmians 24 8 1 15 457 634 -177 7 41 0 

Aspatria 24 5 1 18 355 732 -377 6 28 0 

 Tw elve  months ago on the  9 th.  Apr i l ,  
Wigton were two league points  worse  of f  
than they are  today and one p lace  h igher  in 
the  table .   Ki rkby Lonsdale  and West  Park  
had a l ready been re legated and the  f ina l  
p lace for  the drop was be ing contested by 
Wigton,  Le igh,  New Br ighton and 
Broughton Park .   Sandbach were on 49  

points  wi th  ten w ins .   Wi lmslow and Wirra l  a lso wi th  ten wins  each were  on 53  
points  and,  a l though exceedingly unl ike ly,  were  mathemat ical l y s t i l l  in  the  drop 
zone.   Only the  top f ive  s ides  were  c lear  and some way ahead.   In  the  event ,  
Wi lmslow scored n ine  t r ies  against  New Br ighton,  who in  the  end t ransgressed to  
have points  deducted and went  down instead of  Le igh.   Wigton f in ished  
the  season in  tenth  posi t ion.   
 
Twelve months on,  W igton and Broughton Park are accompanied by another  four  s ides,  
ourse lves inc luded,  who are a l l  in  the danger zone.   W i lmslow’s  ten wins have yie lded f ive  
po ints  less than las t  season so for  both of  today’s  teams,  th is  is  an absolute ly v i ta l  must  
win occas ion.  
 
Wigton’s  home record of seven wins out  o f  twelve have kept  them in  content ion to  s tay in  
th is  league but  they’ve only had one win on  the road against  the i r  near ne ighbours at  
Aspatr ia .    
 
Back in  December,  they beat  the W olves 17 -7 on a dour af ternoon when they knew how to 
p lay the e lements  on the i r  own p i tch much bet ter  than W i lmslow d id.   At  ha l f  t ime,  i t  looked 
as though W i lmslow wi th  the gale behind them had the advantage but  for  twenty minutes,  
they couldn ’ t  get  the i r  hands on the bal l  and by then W igton were seventeen points  c lear .   
A la te  t ry f rom the base of  a  ruck f rom Andy W alker  got  W i lmslow onto the scoreboard but  
the remain ing few minutes were p layed ou t  in  the i r  ha l f  o f  the f ie ld .   The  t ru th was that  the  
Wolves had been unable to  ad just  the i r  game to the condi t ions fac ing them on that  day.    
 
In  January 2011,  when Wigton las t  v is i ted The Memor ia l  Ground i t  ended up none too 
convinc ing ly 21 -16 in  favour of  the  W olves.   A las t  quarter  t ry f rom Mat thew King and a 
penal ty f rom Bob MacCa l lum just  about  pu l led the W olves c lear  against  a  game W igton 
out f i t  but  Al is ta i r  Ledingham landed a penal ty shot  wi th  f i ve minutes to  go to  augment  an 
ear l ier  one and two t r ies  f rom David Hanabury.   The W olves t r ied to  f in ish the game in  
some sty le  so there had a lways been a chance of  a  la te  W igton breakout .   The other  
W ilmslow t ry had been scored by Ben Day.  

Pictures from Wilmslow v Wigton on 8th. January 2011 



 

the victory, leaving Leigh still vulnerable to relegation if results in the remaining games don’t go their way. 
 
Rochdale 13 – 32 Sandbach 
There was nothing at stake other than pride in this one as Sandbach romped home with six tries to just one 
from the hosts.  Matt Smith opened the scoring for Sandbach, which was followed by a good period for the 
home side leading to an Ollie Coleman penalty.  Sandbach responded with a second try in the opposite 
corner from Smith which Rochdale answered with a second Coleman penalty, whilst Verbickas took a ten 
minute break for tackling a man without the ball.  
The second half followed the pattern of the first with both teams showing flashes of inspiration.  Matt Beesley 
and Jack Leech both crossed for Sandbach before Coleman got one for Rochdale.  Smith got his third and 
finally Will Stockdale completed the scoring with his first eighty minute showing since November. 
 
Vale of Lune 37 – 17 Widnes 
Another match between two sides comfortably placed in the higher part of the league with Vale unsurprisingly 
ending up comfortable winners at home.  Vale’s Stuart Vernon writes about effervescent Vale forwards, 
popping champagne corks, twinkle toe dancing, diamonds in the soles of their boots and pink boots being 
worn by prop James Hesketh.  Despite their No. 10 Jimmy Moore being suspended for three weeks by 
Lancashire’s disciplinary committee, the resulting changes didn’t appear to upset Vale over much as their 
rearranged line up all contributed with the after match awards going to the Vale front five. 
 
Widnes had travelled without several of their regulars, their correspondent suggesting that a forthcoming mid 
week Lancashire Trophy semi final was high on their radar.  Surprising, given that they started the game just 
two points behind Northwich in third position, still in with a real shout of a play off spot.  In fact despite defeat 
here, they’re still in the hunt with a home game against LSH to come and a tough away match at Wirral to 
finish with. 
 
Vale scored through Sam Wallbank from a forward drive after just three minutes.  Scrum half Darren Wilson 
controlled proceedings and soon Luke Richmond came in off his wing for Vale’s second.  Widnes got one 
back from scrum half Michael Lamb on seventeen minutes but Darren Wilson soon dodged through the 
Widnes defence for the next score.  It was now Kevin Leadbetter’s turn for Widnes as both teams attacked 
from all over the pitch.   
 
When Widnes lost a player to the bin in the second half, Richmond was on hand for his second Vale try, the 
fith came from Wallbanks on sixty seven minutes, Rob Critchley had the final word for Widnes before the Vale 
forwards trundled the Widnes pack backwards at a rate of knots for Andy Garnett to complete the scoring in 
what had been a highly entertaining encounter. 
 
Wigton 21 – 10 Northwich 
The 'Black's' promotion prospects all but evaporated as a do or get relegated Wigton gave them a lesson in 
manning up and sent them back down the M6 with their tails between their legs.  The 'Black's' never travel 
well to Cumbria but they did not anticipate the bumper home crowd who got behind Wigton from the off.  
Many of them had been at Broughton Park to support their team the week before and they can be expected to 
turn up in force for Wigton’s visit to Wilmslow.  When Wigton full back Greg Smith scored after four minutes of 
play they never looked back and justly deserved this crushing win.  
 
The platform for victory was built around the Wigton pack who had been putting in extra training for this 
crucial encounter and it paid dividends as the Northwich forward unit crumbled and collapsed under incessant 
pressure.  Nothing went right for the visitors; the home crowd loved it; Northwich could not deal with it and 
from early on it was clear that this was going to be a bad day at the office for the 'Black's'. 
 
Smith could not convert his try but kicked a penalty four minutes later. Grant Hallam bagged a penalty for the 
'Black's' but as a unit they failed to come to terms and to stem the Wigton pressure. On the half hour David 
Hanabury finished off yet another Wigton onslaught, Smith converted and three minutes later stretched the 
half time lead to 18-3.   
 
The 'Black's had the better of the second half but Wigton kept their shape and discipline to fend off a number 
of chances from the visitors.  Northwich winger Dan King dived over a ruck to score near the posts. Hallam 
converted but there was only ten minutes left on the clock. Joel Barber was held up over the try line and No. 8 
Graham Robinson came close but not even a bonus point could come the 'Black's' way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Once again The Asics Wilmslow Half Marathon broke new records.  There were over 4700 starters and 
for the first time ever over 4000 finished the course.  It was a glorious spring morning, the last Sunday in 
March, with daffodils in full bloom and crowds of people all along the route as it left Kings Road and 
meandered through the lovely countryside around Mobberley.  
 
The race was won by Anthony Ford of Sale Harriers in 1: 04: 54, ahead of Tomai Abyu of Salford 
Harriers.  Gareth Raven, Sale Harriers finished third.  The first lady home was Catherine Ansell from 
Herne Hill in 1:14:53.  Rob Downs was the first Wilmslow runner finishing twenty second in 1:13:18 
 
As usual Wilmslow Rugby Club members were active behind the scenes in marshalling the event, car 
parking and catering together with volunteers from the Running Club, Lacrosse, Hockey, Cricket and 
Scouts. 



the easyfish company  
in Chapel Lane 

Chelsea Flowers 

59 Chapel Lane 

Tel 01625 52228 

Fax 01625 524440 
www.chelseaflowers.com 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 
100% British Produce 

from Cheshire,  
Cumbria and the 
Welsh Borders 

John and Anita welcome you to  

THE FARMERS ARMS 
in Chapel Lane 

Largest choice of beers in 
Wilmslow and sixteen de luxe  

whisk(e)ys to choose from. 

NORTH 1 WEST LEADING POINT SCORERS 2011/12 

Player Team Con Pen DG Tries Pts 

Craig Harvey Wirral 36 34 0 8 214 

Kevin Leadbetter Widnes 38 21 0 15 214 

Will Cargill Sandbach 34 36 1 5 204 

Tom Carter Vale of Lune 48 25 0 3 186 

Bob MacCallum Wilmslow 33 34 1 3 186 

Grant Hallam Northwich 43 25 3 3 185 

Glen Weightman Carlisle 22 44 1 0 179 

Simon Mason Anselmians 24 28 2 0 138 

Jack Clegg Aspatria 23 24 0 1 123 

Ben Elliott Sandbach 21 11 1 9 123 

Matt Cunliffe Liverpool St Helens 26 16 0 4 120 

Paul Wilcock Leigh 6 12 0 14 118 

Tom Forshaw Leigh 22 14 0 3 101 

Andy Riley Widnes 7 2 0 16 100 

James Hodder Vale of Lune 0 1 0 18 93 

Jack Leech Sandbach 0 0 0 18 90 

James Moore Vale of Lune 8 5 0 10 81 

Daniel Harvey Wirral 2 2 0 14 80 

Ian Stanley Liverpool St Helens 1 0 0 12 62 

Matty Smith Widnes 0 0 0 12 60 

Weddings, Portraits, 

Events, Music, Sports 

Pet and Fashion Photography 

Former Wolves players Matt Jay and Will 
Hitch send their best wishes to the Wolves 

for today’s crucial match from Dubai. 

 

Remember that the Annual Dinner is 

being arranged for Friday 27th. 

April in the clubhouse. 

 

There should be plenty of awards 

deservedly won by Vikings, 

Developmentals and Colts and 

hopefully the Wolves will be able to 

look forward to another season at 

Level 6. 

 

Dress Code : Black Tie or Blazers 

7.00pm for 7.30pm. 

 

Tickets and Reservations  

from Barry Fisher 

As the smell of liniment and deep heat has been replaced 
by the bouquet of barbecue and spring flowers, indicating 
that the season is drawing towards an end, it is an exciting 
and busy time at the Memorial ground.  Moving from one 
week-end of exciting Junior semi-cup, followed by the 
Wilmslow Half Marathon, followed by Easter holidays, and 
then this week games to win or stay in leagues.  With the 
Wilmslow Festival, Cheshire Cup finals, Players Dinner 
and Ball ahead the excitement continues!!  But not long 
before the shopping season begins. 
 
It doesn't seem but a short time ago when we accepted the 
invitation to start the season at the Memorial group with a 
horde of Irish, Leinster U18 beating the Irish Exiles.  
Between then and now there have been many ups and 
only one major low point off the field with just a couple 
more on the pitch; so you could say we have a great 
season.  Not one to linger on negatives all I can say is 
'Showers' and games we should have won but didn't quite 
get right. 
 
All the rest is upside.  With two senior teams looking to win 
their respective leagues, two junior teams unbeaten in all 
the Festivals they have entered, many of the Junior 
Wolves teams contributing players to Cheshire (and North 
of England), and a brace of cup finals to look forward to, 
the rugby on Saturdays and Sundays has excelled.  Some 
of the Committee where even drawn out of retirement for a 
memorable win at Buxton with the Ravens.   
 

Running four successful senior teams each Saturday and 
fourteen different age groups on a Sunday is not an easy 
feat.  It is only possible due to the passion and energy of 
the army of volunteers that make it possible and make it 
the best place to play rugby in the area.  Thank you, thank 
you, and thank you all again for the continued commitment 
to our values: your success is our success, shown in 
continued growth of rugby interest in Wilmslow. 
 
Off the field our commitment to enjoying our selves has 
excelled with packed houses for Beach Parties, Discos, 
Band Nights, the Baby Jesus Bash, Ceilidh, the annual Old 
Boys Dinner, the Half Marathon, Race Nights and many 
other evenings of fun.  The Memorial Ground continues to 
buzz off the field as much as on it.  With increased 
bookings and increased interest in partnering with us 
things are looking rosy. 
 
In the community we have supported Motor Neurone 
Disease, Well Child and the Macclesfield Eye Society.  In 
rugby terms we have hosted international touring sides, 
representative rugby, school rugby, and cup finals.  
Schools have run on our grounds and companies have 
partied on the grounds. 
 
Altogether we have had another memorable season at the 
Memorial ground.  With the right results today the fun will 
continue into the night: good luck for every win and let's 
get it on. 
 



The McKechnie  League  
Sponsored by  The Art isan Meat  Company  

 
Just two  weeks to go now, all to play for and a magnificent prize of a BBQ pack from the league sponsors, The Artisan Meat Company, to 
the winning team of punters, says Wolfie.   It’s all been just a bit of fun during the season so I might even do it again.    
 
Anselmians v Rochdale : Rochdale are sitting pretty in the middle of the league whilst Anselmians are fighting for survival and still have 
a chance.  Rochdale have only won twice away and I guess that Anselmians have it in them to win this one and to take it to the wire.  

Tough though that they should be up against Northwich for their last match.  I take them to beat Rochdale but to fall at the final hurdle 
against Northwich 

 
Aspatria v Vale of Lune : Surely Vale will win this one if they’re bothered to.  Away win. 
 

Leigh v Wirral :  This is a crunch match between two sides neither of which are completely out of the mire.  I fancy home advantage will 
tell but it’ll be a close one.  Leigh then finish away at Wigton and Wirral at home to Widnes.  This week I take Leigh to win. 

 
Northwich v Broughton Park : You would really expect Northwich to put Park away but they’ve been a bit flaky recently and Park have 

seen something of a last gasp revival.  There could be a surprise here but I fancy Northwich still want a play off.  Home win. 
 
Sandbach v Carlisle : Not too much to get excited about here unless Sandbach decide to put out a colts side or something like.  Carlisle 

have a decent pack but Sandbach’s backs are on fire at the moment.  Home win. 
 

Widnes v Liverpool St. Helens :  LSH’s record on the road isn’t bad.  They’ve won seven out of twelve but I fancy Widnes on their own 

turf.  They’ve got enough fire power to see off LSH.  Home win.  
 

Wilmslow v Wigton : This could well turn into a messy unholy scrap between two sides fighting to hold on to their league status.  The 
Wolves though are a much better side on their own patch and if they play as they can do, they should have enough to win this one.  Home  
win. 

 
And the teams?  Muckles Marauders: Si Muckle, Jonners, Daz and little Jimmy: a blend of Pinot and bitter helps make the decision 

making process even harder than it could be : Uncle Alberts Army: Mostyn, Peter, Mike Neal and Alan Hill; A blend of age and age here 
Cheshire’s Finest: David Barker and Norman Herring. Doesn’t Dave sound like David Jacobs??  Le Coach et Cinq: Dave Roberts, Bryn, 
Martin C, Harry. Missing someone here…but they are very good at maths…unlike me.  Bar Keeper: That’s easy, Keith. Thank goodness he 

keeps a better pint than his predictions!! 
Wolfie: That’s the league administrator, 

taking the easy way out, all home wins 
apart from Wilmslow when we are away. I 

am not at the top of the league as you can 
see!! 
 

Six teams of punters each, 

renowned for their insight of 

all things rugby, each week 

give their N1W result 
predictions alongside to the 

league administrator Grant 

McKechnie.  At the end of the 

season the champion punters 

will receive a winner’s pack of 

meat from the league sponsor. 

 

 
 

   

H = Home Win, A = Away Win,  
D = Draw  
 
Saturday 31st. March 
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Broughton Park v Anselmians H H H H H H H 

Carlisle v Aspatria H H H H H H A 

LSH v Leigh H H H H H H H 

Rochdale v Sandbach H A A A A H A 

Vale of Lune v Widnes H H H H H H H 

Wigton v Northwich H A A A A A H 

Wirral v Wilmslow A A A H A H H 

Points for Week 8 8 8 10 8 6  

Total Points to Date  202 228 226 204 228  212  

Saturday 14th. April       

Anselmians v Rochdale H N/A A H A N/A 

Aspatria v Vale of Lune H N/A A H A N/A 

Leigh v Wirral H N/A H H A N/A 

Northwich v Broughton Park H N/A H H H N/A 

Sandbach v Carlisle H N/A H H H N/A 

Widnes v Liverpool St. Helens H N/A H H A N/A 

Wilmslow v Wirral H N/A H H H N/A 

Cherry Tree Farm 

Lees Lane   Mottram St. Andrew 
 

Open :  

Tue - Fri 

8.00am -5.30pm  
Sat 8.00am -5.00pm 

Sun 10.00am -4.00pm 

Bolton 3 - 22 Wilmslow 
A gritty performance from the boys in blue saw them lift the North Shield at a sun drenched Bolton Rugby 
Club. Worthy winners though they may have been, they still had to fight for dominance against a spirited 
and bulky Bolton pack, aided by the questionable decision of the hosts to stage the final on a junior pitch. 
Better suited to U12 rugby, the lack of space restricted the visitors’ attempts to spread the ball wide, but it 
wasn’t long into the match when full back Rob Shotton took a beautifully timed short flat pass from 
captain Cal Westaway to scythe through the defensive back line and score under the posts. 
 
After the Wolves conceded a penalty in their own half, Bolton opted to take the 3 points, but this was 
quickly wiped out following a number 8 pick up in the opposing 22, which saw blind-side Paddy Wheeler 
on hand to crash over. 
 
The second half saw greater dominance from the Wolves, though they did endure a 5 minute spell in their 
own 22, when some fine defensive work repelled the best efforts of the Bolton pack. Mid-way through the 
second half following a period of sustained pressure, scrum-half Wilf Noden dummied from close range to 
nip in for his try and the scoring was completed when the points machine Rob Taylor took two defenders 
with him as he barrelled his way over in the corner. 
 
It was a much-deserved victory on away turf and saw a return to better form following a couple of below 
par performances in the tropical heat of recent weeks. The team now move on to play in the RFU National 
Shield semi-final against Moseley, the Midlands Division winners at Doncaster RUFC, on 22nd April. 

The prospects of the club entering a Senior Colts into next season’s Raging Bull League are still uncertain, 
says lead coach Ric Noden.  Once again, it has produced a decent home grown junior colts side with plenty 
of talent but realistically, the demands of school rugby and A Levels will always take priority over U19 club 
rugby so no decision can be made until availability for Sunday rugby is known.  Ric is optimistic, however, 
that the group can be kept together for a Cheshire Cup campaign and a half term tour and those of them, 
who have no school rugby will also be introduced to the club’s senior teams.  There’s no doubt that some 
of them will soon make their mark there.  It’s an age old dilemma for this club which will never go away.   



 

  

 

Are you tired of 

hearing the same old 

rubbish from 

traditional investment 

advisers? 

TWP Wealth Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 

Authority.  

Registered in England and Wales. Registered No. 7630748. 

Registered Office: 93 Market Street, Farnworth, Bolton, BL4 7NS 

 

 

“You can’t beat the stock market. It is the  

best investment……..” 
 

We think otherwise, with the FTSE being approximately 18% 

lower in December 2011 than its peak in December 1999*, 

aren’t you tired of your investments taking a mauling?  

 

At TWP Wealth, we pride ourselves in our different invest-

ment strategy – trying to outperform cash on a regular basis. 

Call it rucking boring – but we like it that way.  

 

If you want to know more contact David Otway or Martin 

Hill at TWP Wealth Ltd on 01625 540989 or see 

www.twpwealth.com  

 

Oh and Good Luck to Wilmslow Wolves  

this Season. 
 

*Source: FTSE 

 

http://www.twpwealth.com/


Saturday  14th. April 2012 
League North One West 

Wilmslow v Wigton 

1.  Jordan Ayrey 
2.  Alex Donaldson 
3.  Jack Walmsley (c) 
4.  Adam Hewitt 
5.  Mike Clifford 
6.  Mike Black 
7.  Alex Taylor 
8.  Simon Pacey 
 
9.   Chris Lee 
10. Bob MacCallum 
 
11. Tom Rayner 
12. Craig Cooper 
13. Ricky Chadwick 
14. Ben Day 
 
15. Matthew King 
 
Subs 
16. Sam Rodman 
17. T Lloyd 
18. Angus Crawford 

 
Norman Herring 
Hotel TV Company 
 
FGP  
TD Travel Management 
 
 
 
Oliver James Associates 
Wilmslow IT 
 
Robin Greenway 
Easyfish 
Gascoigne Halman 
Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria 
 
Rick Green 
 
 
Spencer Hunt 
 

Referee 
Peter Stentiford 

Yorkshire Federation of  
Referee’s Societies 

NEXT MATCHES AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 21st. April 

 

      USL 1        Vikings v Trafford MV 

 

USL 4S     Developmentals v Whitchurch Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Wigton XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and 

individuals who have supported the cause of Wilmslow rugby by 
becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed 
towards funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios and team travel. 

 
Matthew King - Rick Green : Ben Day - Danilos Pizzeria Trattoria, Hale  

Bob MacCallum - Wilmslow IT :  Aaron Loftus - OCA Restaurant 
Andy Walker - Nick Fiennes : Stuart Lindsay - Drew Donaldson  

Jack Walmsley - The Hotel TV Company : Gareth Tait -  Saddle B & B  
Lewis MacKay - GPM Developments : Ross Mitchell -John Holloway  

Chris Findlow - Mellington Estates : Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates 
Sam Cutts - David Barker : Liam McCrea - Strength and Performance 

Mike Clifford - Fallows Gowan Partnership    
Dominic Clancy - Deansgate Taverns : Dan Wright - Deloitte 

Craig Cooper - Easyfish of Chapel Lane :   
Ricky Chadwick -Gascoigne Halman :  Sam Rodman - Spencer Hunt 

Chris Lee - Oliver James Associates :  
Dan Partington -Slater Heelis/Mike Hamlin  

James Keys and Ben Jones - McCafferty Asset Management    
Alex Donaldson - Norman Herring : Giles Heagerty - Forge Dynamic Ltd 

Hugo Corbett -Jon Hitch : Tom Raynor - Robin Greenway  
Mike Black - TD Travel Management : Sean Street - Proseal 

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

1.     David Wanning   
2.     Stephen Carruthers 
3.     Andrew Bell  
4.     Robert Marrs  
5.     Mark Deans 
6.     John Story  
7.     Andrew Brown  
8.     Matthew Atkinson  
 
9. Dan Reed 
10. Tane Manihera 
 
11.   Jordan Wood 
12.   Chris Pattinson 
13.   David Hanabury 
14.   Tom Gardner 
 
15.  Gregg Smith    
 
Subs 
16.   James Brough 
17.   Stuart Creighton 
18.   Shaun Clorley 

The Wolves last away game of the season is at Broughton Park. Down 

the Mauldeth Road.  Hardly any need for instuctions on how to get 

there.  The important thing is that as many people as possible make the 

short journey to support the Wolves and hopefully to gat an end of 

season away win. 

 

Saturday 21st. April : Broughton Park : Away : 3.00pm. 

 

YOUR SUPPORT CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 

Today’s visiting referee : We welcome Peter Stentiford from the 

Yorkshire Society who will be in charge this afternoon.  A quick 

trawl through Google reveals that he’s actively involved at 

Whitby Rugby Club and that he also plays a bit of cricket as a 

controlled slogger and bowler of right handed grenades.   


