
This is the tenth BEACON newsletter, but it will by no means be the last!  Even though 
the project is officially coming to an end next month, there will still be volunteers work-
ing hard to make sure BEACON keeps ticking over.  Read on to find out what amazing 
feats volunteers have achieved over the past few years and how you can lend a hand….   
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THANK YOU! 
A HUGE thank you to all the volunteers that have been involved in the BEA-
CON project over the past few years.  Many people have taken on a great 

range of jobs, including writing grant applications, creating digital maps, sur-
veying, running educational activities, fund –raising and awareness raising at 

events.  Volunteers have also received training from BEACON, and some 
gained formally recognised qualifications.  Latterly BEACON has diversified its 
work to look at Rural Diffuse Water Pollution and volunteers have again sup-

ported us in their droves.  We couldn’t do it without you!  Thank you     

BALSAM BASHING 
Balsam bashing makes up a large part of BEACON’s activities, with over 1,200 
adults and children having balsam bashed with BEACON over the past three 

years, ranging from ages 86 to three!   Guides, scouts, schools, office staff, site 
workers and computer analysts have bashed balsam throughout the catch-

ment at 78 events on 35 different sites.  Over 200,000m2 of balsam was tack-
led; the equivalent to clearing 23 football pitches.  Balsam bashes are really 

easy to do and you can help BEACON by hosting your own with your col-
leagues, a group of friends or neighbours.  To download a balsam bash leaders 

pack please visit: http://beacon-bollin.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering/ 

TRAINING 
11 members of staff from partner organisations and volunteers have been 

trained to NPTC standards on the application of herbicides and use of 
brushcutters. Each volunteer dedicated time to the project in return for this 

free training.  This greatly increased the capacity of the BEACON project 
and reduced our use of contractors to carry out control work.  The BEACON 

Project Officer has also provided informal training to over 80 people on 
species identification,  survey techniques for invasive species and water 

pollution, invasive plant control methods and leading balsam bashes. 

HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND BID 
Due to BEACON's work, and our partnership with the National Trust  at Quarry 
Bank Styal, the Bollin Catchment is included in a grant application to the HLF by 

the Trust for funding to improve water quality and recreational access to rivers in 
10 areas of England and Wales. The decision will be announced in late April. 



FARM WORKSHOP 
On 16th April 2016 a Farming Workshop was held at Chelford Village Hall run by BEACON, the Envi-

ronment Agency and Natural England.  This was to look at the different ways landowners and farmers 
can manage their land to benefit the environment. The attendees heard how they can farm more 

effectively to reduce soil run off and to prevent water pollution, they found out about grants and in-
centives available for land management and learnt about invasive species, what they are and how to 
control them. The event was very well attended with brilliant feedback given and attendees signpost-

ed to where they can find more support and information on any of the issues raised. 

CITIZEN SCIENCE 
BEACON was granted funding from United Utilities in October 2014 to train volun-

teers to carry out walkover surveys along Sugar, Birkin, Mobberley Marthall and 

Pedley Brooks. They recorded the major causes of rural diffuse pollution along 

these Brooks.  Over 30 people were trained and all the Brooks were surveyed by 

April 2015.  The results collected had to be digitised, and so further volunteers 

were trained to be able to input this data onto a database programme designed by 

the Environment Agency.  The input of so many keen volunteers on this project 

was invaluable, but it was not just a data collection exercise.  BEACON trained vol-

unteers from all walks of life, providing them with new skills and knowledge in are-

as of ecology, water quality, IT and science.  BEACON then used the results from 

the surveys to educate and engage farmers and landowners on their land manage-

ment practises at farm workshops.   

GET INVOLVED 
The BEACON Project has gained a huge amount of momentum over the past few years 
with a Project Officer at the helm to organise everyone. The BEACON project will con-
tinue with volunteers running the project, hosting events, raising awareness, provid-

ing advice and carrying out control work.  To get involved please contact us on the de-
tails below. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
BEACON 

Norcliffe Farm Barns, Styal Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 4HZ 
Tel: 07825 115 303 

Email: beacon-bollin@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BollinNonNatives 
Follow us on Twitter @Sally Beacon 

Attendees at the Farm Workshop Volunteers surveying for water pollution 

Hosted by the National Trust at Quarry Bank. Registered Charity: 205846  


