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Fixtures and Results 2017 - 18  

 

 

Wolves  

Northern Premier 

League 

 Vikings 

Cotton Traders  

Championship 

 Hawks  

Halbro 4 East  
 

September  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 
Vale of Lune 
ALNWICK 
Hull 
LYMM 

L 
W 
L 
L 
L 

 Macclesfield 
 
Rochdale 
WIRRAL 
Blackburn 

W 
 
W 
W 
L 

 Ashton on Mersey 
ALDWINIANS 
Altrincham Kersal 
MARPLE 
Rochdale 

L 
W 
HWO 
 
 

October 6 
13 
20 
27 

 
Harrogate 
SANDAL 
Billingham 

 
L 
L 
L 

  
ROCHDALE 
Firwood Waterloo 
KENDAL 

 
L 
W 
D 

  
ASHTON UNDER LYNE 
Broughton Park 
HEATON MOOR 

 
HWO 
AWO 
HWO 

November 3 
10 
17 
24 

ROSSENDALE 
 
Wirral 
BLAYDON 

L 
 
L 
L 

 Stockport 
 
ROCHDALE 
Wirral 

W 
 
L 

 Stockport 
 
BURNAGE 
Manchester 

 

December 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

ILKLEY 
Kendal 
VALE OF LUNE 

  BLACKBURN 
Rossendale 
FIRWOOD WATERLOO 
 
 

   
Hope Valley 
Aldwinians 

 

January 5 
12 
19 
26 

Alnwick 
HULL 
Lymm 
HARROGATE 

  Kendal 
STOCKPORT 
MACCLESFIELD 

  ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Marple 
ROCHDALE 
Ashton under Lyne 

 

February 2 
9 

16 
23 

 
Sandal 
BILLINGHAM 

   
 

  DUKINFIELD 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Heaton Moor 

 

March 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

Rossendale 
WIRRAL 
 
Blaydon 
Ilkley 

     STOCKPORT 
Burnage 
 
MANCHETER 
Dukinfield 

 

April 6 
13 
20 
27 

 

KENDAL 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

     HOPE VALLEY 
ASHTON ON MERSEY 

 

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : League C 

September 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

Birkenhead Park 
MACCLESFIELD 
Caldy 
SANDBACH 
 

L 
L 

 February 3 
10 
17 
24 

 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

 

October  7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Lymm 
SOUTHPORT 
Chester 

  March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31  

  

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
Macclesfield 
CALDY 
Sandbach 

  April 7 
14 
21 
28  

  

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

 
January 6 

13 
20 
27 

 
LYMM 
 
 
 
 
Southport 
 
CHESTER 

  May    

Here we go again, meeting new people and making new friends.  Many of the clubs in this league, we hadn’t played for years and 
some others never before.  There’s been a rugby club in Ilkley since either the 1870s or 1899 according to their web site but it’s 
taken all this time for them to make their first visit to The Memorial Ground.  We’re delighted to welcome their players, 
committee and supporters and hope they enjoy our hospitality in the clubhouse if not on the pitch.  Hopefully the Wolves can 
raise their game this afternoon to deny our visitors their second win on the road this season.  I regret that I can’t be present 
myself today as I’m away on business in the US but I know that I can rely on my colleagues to welcome them and also Richard 
Haslehurst, who is making his inaugural visit to the club as president of Cheshire RFU. 
 
The first thing you notice about Ilkley when you visit their web site is a very impressive new clubhouse, which opened in 2011.  
No doubt, it’ll be attracting plenty of functions in their locality to help raise the wherewithal, needed to compete in this league.  
When you delve a little deeper, you find that, like us, they are still an amateur club.  Given that they are surrounded on all sides 
by not so amateur clubs as Otley, Wharfedale and Huddersfield, they’ve done remarkably well to hold down their place in the 
middle of this league from 2015/16.  They must be doing a lot of things right there.  
 
Ilkley come to Wilmslow today after an important 20 -18 win against Lymm last week putting them in 10th place with 26 
points.  Their correspondent describes the match as being top class amateur rugby. 
 
There was no end in sight to the Wolves wretched run this autumn against Blaydon las weekend.  They were better than the 38 
- 5 score line would suggest but failed to take their chances and gift wrapped at least two scores when they lost possession.  
Nevertheless, Blaydon were just better organised and had pace to boot.  We are now sit bottom of the table and desperately need 
a change of fortune and some wins to make a fight of it in the second half of the season.   
 
We always knew it was going to be difficult this season but after a promising start in the first three games, it’s gone down hill 
fast against clubs with far greater resources than we have.  I know a playing budget of £100K, as last week’s visitors are 
reputed to have and are capable of sustaining, doesn’t make for a full time professional club or even a semi pro club but, even 
after paying kit, physio and travelling expenses, there will be plenty still in the pot to reward their players with some very good 
pocket money.  If you’re a student or a young lad in the early stages of your career, not earning a great deal, then the cash will 
come in very handy.  In return, the recipients of this largesse will be expected to be totally committed to their rugby, to train at 
least twice a week, probably more, to achieve a high level of personal fitness and to work on their skills.  And that’s what they 
want to do.  Any departure from that script and they’ll find their place in the team taken by someone just as good and not much 
prospect of getting back in again.  Here, of course, a lot of our players have other commitments that they have to attend to from 
time to time.  Not everybody is available every week and we just don’t have the strength in depth, if we lose a couple of key 
players. 
 
The Vikings lost too by 39 - 0 against a Wirral side, which included a handful of players from their first team the previous 
week.  Apparently, they were unable to travel to Kendal, which possibly explains how Kendal held on to win their third league 
game of the season. 
 
Finally, just a reminder that the club will be hosting Wilmslow High School Old Boys against Wilmslow University Students 
on Boxing Day.  Kick off will be at 3.00pm.  There will also be a 200 Club Draw with a special first prize of £1000, 
providing that the winner is in attendance at the club. 





NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2018- 2019 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/Wilmslow 
 
Magazine Editor and  
Club Press Officer 
David Pike 
Tel 01625 525616 
M   07886 588524 
E mail  
davidpike61220@ talktalk.net 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
NORTHERN PREMIER  
LEAGUE 
www.rfu.com 
www.rfunorth.com 
 
HALBRO NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES 
www.nowirul.org.uk 

Wolves Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Vice Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
 
Vikings Captain 
Matt Shufflebottom 
Vikings Head Coach 
Adam Taher 
Vikings Team Manager 
Chris McPartland 
Hawks Captain 
Jim Senior 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2018-19 
 

Alan Lang :  
Artisan Meat Co :  Barry Fisher : Beauchamp Charles : 

Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants : Bryn Lewis 

Edge Fencing : Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch  
Kinsella Tax : M2 Recruitment : Ioniq Gobal : Neubria  

Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth : O’Neills  
On Point Developments : Peter Turner 

P J Design : Printerland : RHS Property Services  
Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  Shoosmiths : Stig  

The Vets’ Place :  The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Tim Holloway : Waters : Wilmslow Preparatory School  

TSG Properties : TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters : Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow Electrical : 

Wilmslow Glass : Wizard Tea Room 
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



 We have now have played the 
fifth and last of our Yorkshire 
colleagues in the League. We 
have not played Ilkley before, 
but played their local rivals, 
Otley, now in National League 
2 North, many times over the 
years.  It s a sign of the times 
that we once took a coach to 
Headingly to drop off the 
players for a 1st team match 
and then carried on to Otley 
with the Vikings team, to play their 1st, and won both 
games. 
 
I have been trying to organise the vast amount of archive 
material, most of which will go into the bins, but came 
across some items of interest, (to me, anyway). 
 
There is a letter from Hartlepool Rovers, on the occasion 
of our visit in December 1973, advising us that ground 
admittance would be 20p, with an extra 5p to park a car. 
We drew 3-3, but went through as the away team. We 
then beat Bath and finally lost to Coventry. Not quite good 
enough to get as far as the previous season’s team in 
1972, who got to the semi-final (beating Harlequins on 
the way), then lost to Moseley.  Our first game of the 
following season was against Macclesfield, which we won 
40-6.  Steve Smith then moved to Sale, saying that he did 
not want to play behind a beaten pack! 
 
Entertainment minutes regarding a summer barbecue. 
“Mr. Murray had received a quote of £45.00 for meat for 
400 people and Mr. Fisher had a quote of £1.00 for 100 
balm cakes.”  A large marquee (100 x 40 feet) had been 
booked at a cost of £90.00 and a Trinidad Calypso Steel 
Band for £40.00. 
 
Minutes of the 1988 A.G.M. “The President proposed that 
Club Honours should be awarded to Nigel Day, for his 
unstinting support of the Club captain.” 30 years have 
passed and Nigel is still turning out for the Hawks, if they 
have a game. 
 
We have a press cutting regarding Fylde RUFC and the 

proposed selling of some of their land to Tesco, to fund 
“The best 1st XV to compete at the highest level in league 
rugby. If this does not go through, Fylde could end up 
with a team like Wilmslow. They have gone down and 
down and are now really a social club.”  
 
I was watching both teams go out to warm up last week, 
about an hour before the game, and remembered how we 
used to go out in my early days. We would do some toe 
touching, run for a minute on the spot and jump up and 
down, shouting one, two, three, and I particularly 
remember centre, Ian Rhodes, who used to put his 
cigarette out as he left the changing room. 
 
 

 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

Resurrection 
After looking in danger of becoming an extinct species, 
the Hawks, alias Wilmslow’s third team, have re-
emerged in the last three weeks playing twice as an 
occasional social side.  Social rugby appears to be 
making a comeback amongst those people who want a 
game when it suits them or just when they’re available 
and don’t want to be engaged in a season long eight 
month haul of North West Intermediate league rugby.  
They’re the people who want to continue with their 
summer sports or holidays into September and October 
and really aren’t in a frame of mind for rugby until the 
evenings draw in and the clocks change.  Certainly 
September is a no, no and no for them.  Clubs like us 
can often raise a third team side in the early part of 
September, when there are still plenty of students and 
school leavers around who are keen for a game on a 
Saturday afternoon but once they return or go up to 
university later on in the month, they become 
unavailable for club rugby.  October then becomes a 
very difficult month to raise a third or fourth team 
 
There are sufficient local clubs who, together with us  
have seen one or other of their teams evicted from their 
league for not being able to raise a side on four 
occasions this autumn and are now running them as 
purely social sides, to organise a reasonable fixture list.  
Like it or not, The Rugby Union and its satellite 
organising committees are having to come to terms with 
the situation or just lose these people altogether from the 
game.  Jon Hitch firmly believes that it is a trend that will 
continue to grow as more and more sides in the lower 
reaches of the Intermediate Leagues withdraw to play on 
an occasional and social basis.  
 
That brings us to the game itself.  By definition, players 
at third and fourth team level will be less committed, 
often not particularly fit, slower and less skilful.  Nor will 
the tackling and hits in what’s a more sedate game be 
anything like as hard as at first team level.  Their 
execution of the basic skills of catching and passing the 
ball will be intermittent so the ball won’t be in play for 
very long.   
 
In these circumstances, it’s reasonable to ask if the laws  
of the modern game and the way they are interpreted by 
referees are appropriate at this level.  The most 
contentious are those given for ‘holding on’, when, quite 
simply, a significant number of players will be neither 
quick enough nor fit enough to ever get to the 
breakdown in time.  Then there are those marginal high 
tackles, most of which are unintentional and which are 
most certainly not conducted with anything like the force 
of the professional game.  Certainly penalise foul and 
dangerous play, blatant cheating and arguing with the 
referee but in other circumstances a more lenient 
approach would probably make the game more 
enjoyable for the participants and encourage more 
people to play.    
 
 



Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2018 - 19 

       

Jordan Ayrey 5 2    10 

Nick Barker 3 1    5 

Sam Beckett 1 2    10 

Tom Bull 1      

Lewis Bundy-Davis 1 1    5 

James Burgess 1      

Sam Cutts 2      

Mike Clifford 6 2    10 

James Coulthurst 6 1    5 

Ben Day 8 2    10 

Alex Donaldson 7      

Jonny Evans 1      

Charlie Gardiner 2      

Sammy Graham 10      

Ethan Harding 9 1    5 

Adam Hewitt 8 1    5 

Richard Hughes 1      

Chris Jones 3      

Danny Kennedy 2     5 

Jonny Kennedy 5      

Jordan Kennedy 1      

Ollie Lee 1      

Rhodri Lewis 3      

Will Maslen 2      

Jack Masters 4 1    5 

Bob MacCallum 5 2  3 16 51 

Conor McMurdock 4      

Simeon Meek 8      

Kyle Mellor 2 1    5 

James Nicholson 7      

Mike Parker 4      

Harry Patch 4      

Seb Pemberton 2      

Elliot Rowe 6    3 6 

Matt Shufflebottom 5      

Sean Street 10 2    10 

Alex Taylor 10 6    30 

Robert Taylor 8      

Ollie Wilkinson 4      

George Witham 3      
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Specialist in Domestic  
Extension and  

Design  
 

Paul Sheridon  
Tel. 07969 790075 

psherid 
@btconnect.com 

 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes the 
Wolves every  

success in 2018-19 



 

 Saturday 24th. November 2018                                           Northern Premier League 
Wilmslow 5 – 38 Blaydon 
The final score line of six tries to one would suggest that once again Wilmslow were put to the sword by a better drilled 
and better organised Blaydon team, which deserved to come out on top.  They had pace to burn and execution skills 
far in excess of anything Wilmslow could offer.  Playing two leagues higher in the third tier of English rugby just two 
seasons ago, they have a model, set up and sustainable resources, far beyond anything that Wilmslow can muster.  
Their players and supporters too have a mind set and commitment which, after regular journeys to the South of 
England and the West Country just two years ago, regards a three hour plus coach trip to Wilmslow as unremarkable.  
After the Falcons, they’re the premier club side on Tyneside and they make no apologies for doing what they believe is 
necessary to get back to the higher levels as soon as they can.   
 
That said, this was a much improved performance from the Wolves, who were worth more than Bob MacCallum’s sole 
second half score.  With just a bit more accuracy in catch and drive situations and better running off their ball carriers, 
especially Sean Street, they could well have put another two or three tries on the scoreboard. 
 
Blaydon though had it wrapped up with four tries in the first twenty five minutes, two of them emanating from harsh 
penalty decisions against the Wolves.  ‘When you’re at the bottom of the league, said Wilmslow coach Rick Jones 
afterwards, you just don’t get the rub of the green from refereeing decisions.  Marginal calls, he added, such as two 
supposed forward passes, always seem to go against you.   It’s always been the same for struggling teams!’   
 
Blaydon’s first try came after ten minutes when Wilmslow were penalised at the set piece when prop Rhodri Lewis lost 
his footing after the ball had been won.  The scrum wasn’t under any pressure so there wasn’t any reason for him to go 
to ground.  Blaydon No. 10, Jamie Guy, who was built like a second row forward, put the kick into the Wilmslow twenty 
two, his forwards drove on from the lineout and when the ball was released they had an extra man over allowing left 
wing Frazer Wilson to saunter in unopposed.  Five minutes later, they had their second when a flat Wilmslow pass in 
their backs was intercepted.  Another five minutes on and Wilmslow were penalised again allowing Guy to put the ball 
into the Wolves twenty two again.  The Blaydon forwards drove again despite what appeared to be a crooked throw, 
scrum half Nathan Horsfall broke through an inviting gap and an inside pass to one of his supporting back row 
produced their third try.  Soon after, Street took a tap and go penalty on about half way but as so often happens got 
isolated, turned over in the tackle and the Blaydon backs quickly broke the Wilmslow defensive line for their fourth try.  
They could easily have added to their score if a couple of final passes hadn’t gone adrift during a half in which 
Wilmslow had hardly threatened at all. 
 

Nevertheless, it’s a characteristic of this Wilmslow team that they never throw in the towel and their sheer endeavour 
made the second half much more of a contest.  For ten minutes or so, they pressurised the Blaydon defence but when 
the position was lost a Blaydon penalty set up a close in lineout from which their forwards drove over.  Three minutes 
later, the Wolves got the score they deserved when from the set piece space opened up for MacCallum to run round 
and touch down in the corner.  Blaydon responded with a venomous piece of play, brilliantly executed from a pair of 
lineouts which produced their sixth try.   
 
That they didn’t score again was in part possibly because with the game won, they went off the ball and partly because 
the Wolves to their credit took the game to them in the remaining twenty five minutes.  At least two close in lineouts 
came to nought, another penalty was kicked dead, a promising back move was thwarted when a tactical kick ahead 
went into touch and a further Street break ended when none of his team mates could keep up with him for the final 
pass. 
 
Despite a ninth successive defeat, which now leaves Wilmslow at the foot of the league, Jones was upbeat about what 
he had seen from his players.  ‘Whatever the outcome this season, he said, I want them to relish and enjoy the 
challenge of rugby at this level.  At times and today was no exception, we’ve shown that we can be competitive. If our 
players make the commitment, work hard in training and we make the most of what we’ve got, then we could yet cause 
some upsets and start to win a few games.  Our fellow strugglers in this league Vale of Lune and Kendal both won this 
weekend against more fancied opposition.  If they can lift their game to do it, then there’s no reason why we can’t also.’  

We are a family run Tearoom in Alderley 
Edge, housed in a beautiful National Trust 

building and situated right next to The Edge 
- perfect for a stop after a country walk.  

 
We believe in keeping it fresh, local and 

homemade, and use produce from locally 
sourced suppliers and farms wherever 

possible, keeping our ingredients British, 
and our menu small - but tasty!. We are dog 
friendly (of course), and have a large outside 

seating area to compliment the seating 
inside.  

 
We are open all year round 7 days a week. 

THE NEW MINT BRIDGE 

Kendal’s new ground and clubhouse, which we’ll be 
visiting next week, was opened with a fireworks display in 
November 2017 and by all accounts is the most luxurious 
you’ll ever likely to encounter.  We haven’t played Kendal 

since 2015 when they returned to this league so next 
week is your chance to see the kind of clubhouse you get 
for £10m when you sell your old ground to a supermarket 

group. 
 

Their current team doesn’t seem to be currently providing 
too much in the way of fireworks on the pitch, lying third 

from bottom, despite their 8 - 3 win last week against 
Wirral.  They’re still in a three club mini relegation league, 

so let’s hope that Bob MacCallum and his team take a 
box full of them to Kendal for the occasion.   

 
The Wolves were second best by 23 -15 on their last visit 
allowing a 15 - 7 lead shortly after half time to slip away.   
Their previous appearance at Kendal in November 2013 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 



TRU’s Chris Heal chatted with Edinburgh lock Callum Atkinson about his 
journey from Wilmslow High School to the Scottish capital. 
 
What do Tom Cruse, Sam and Luke James as well as Tom Hudson have in common? 
 
Other than playing for their respective Gallagher Premiership clubs, the aforementioned quartet all have a chapter in their 
rugby careers under the title of Wilmslow High School.  Over the last few years, the Cheshire school has produced some 
fine rugby players and one of the recent promising talents to have been educated in the North-West is Callum Atkinson. 
 
Atkinson is currently a second-row for Pro 14 side Edinburgh, whom he officially joined on a 12-month deal in the 
summer. The 21-year-old has already been part of the first-team after recent appearances against Zebre and Scarlets in 
what has been a whirlwind 2018 for the lock.   
 
Adapting to life north of the border has been relatively comfortable for Atkinson after moving to Scotland to study Maths at 
Heriot-Watt University. He is in the final year of his degree and currently lives in the city centre with Scotland 7s 
international Ross McCann.  Edinburgh is now his ‘favourite place in the world.’  When he left Wilmslow HS to move to 
Edinburgh, a career in rugby never crossed his mind.  He had no interest in playing during his first year at Heriot-Watt but 
then went on to join Boroughmuir as his rugby journey began to spark into life. 
 
After an impressive five games with Boroughmuir, he was noticed by the then Scotland U20s head coach Sean Lineen 
and with Atkinson’s mother, Lynn, originating from Glasgow, he was eligible to be included in one of their squads. Injuries 
and other circumstances denied Atkinson of a cap at U20 level, but following on from this, he was offered a BT Sports 
academy contract with Edinburgh and was also sent to Stellenbosch Academy by the SRU to train in South Africa for six 
months at the start of this year. 
 
He puts his rapid rise in the game down to his development at Wilmslow High School, where rugby became a bit more of 
a thing for him.  School rugby was a pinnacle, it was infectious there and everyone got behind it.  During his time there, 
Atkinson reached the NatWest Cup Semi-Final at Saracens’ Allianz Park in 2015, but Wilmslow, who also had Luke 
James in the side, were beaten 50-14. Appearances in the latter stages of the National Cup competitions is not a rarity for 
Wilmslow with the 2010-11 side also making the final four, but an inspired performance by a certain Elliot Daly denied 
them of a place at Twickenham. 
 
While Wilmslow gave him the platform, his experiences within the Scotland set-up was when Atkinson started to realise a 
career in the sport was a viable option. Previously, he had not been involved with any of their age groups, but since his 
time with the U20s squad and his spell in South Africa, Atkinson has taken everything in his stride. 
 
“Scotland U20s was very, very daunting at first,” Atkinson adds. “I only went to Boroughmuir to play socially because it 
was near my flat but I knew the standard would be high.  I never actually played a game for the U20s due to a few little 
injuries that prevented me from getting any consistency in the training, but just being in the environment was such a 
shock to me.  I had only played five games before that and you are going into playing with lads who are pretty much 
professional. I remember the year before, I was watching the Junior World Cup on TV and a year later, you are almost 
part of it so it was awesome!” 
 
The disappointment of not making an appearance for Scotland soon disappeared for Atkinson because back in January, 
he went out to South Africa and it was in Stellenbosch where his life changed forever. “When I got the offer to go to 
Stellenbosch, it switched something in my brain and I thought I could actually do this now,” he says. “I am good enough 
and people think I am good enough.  When I got that time go away and focus on rugby for six months, it makes you 
appreciate what you have got to do and how you have got to act in order to push on and make it. The coach I had there 
was Ernst Joubert and he won the Premiership with Saracens so he was an unbelievable person to have there. He has 
been a massive influence for me and during my time in South Africa, I got the chance to join Edinburgh.” 
 
Now, halfway through his one-year contract with Edinburgh, Atkinson’s situation will be assessed at the end of the year, 
but under the guidance of Richard Cockerill, he is keen to leave no stone unturned during his time in the Scottish capital. 
 
‘It has been amazing so far. It really hit home when we played Scarlets as that was my first home game. All my family 
came up to watch too! That experience and running out at Murrayfield after training with the club for six months was pretty 
special.  
All the lads in the changing room are so helpful and Richard Cockerill is so good with the young boys. He is harsh with 
you because he wants you to do well. He reads situations really well and he can tell when you need a little kick or an arm 
around you to help pick yourself up.  For me, I have not really got anything I want to set a goal for. So much could change 
throughout the season and I could turn up next week and I could get an injury. I am just trying to keep my head down. It is 
about learning off the people around me because there are so many internationals in that squad.  I just want to work hard. 
If I can get more game time, then that’s great, but if I don’t, as long as I am a better player towards the end of the season, 
it will leave me in a good position.’ 
 



The erudite folk of this club probably don’t know much about Ilkley and even less about the town’s rugby club.   A 
handful of our members here may be able to provide a rendition, of sorts, of ‘On Ilkla Moor Baht’at’ but this is 
Cheshire, not Yorkshire, and the chant is rarely heard in these parts if at all.  Ilkley itself is a handsome spa town on 
the edge of the Dales with plenty of tourism around, some of it, no doubt, inspired by the Bronte sisters, who did 
their thing not far down the road from Ilkley in the 18th. century. 
 

The game of rugby was first mentioned in local despatches as far back as 
1873 but it took until 1899 before the current club was founded and a further 
119 years to make their first visit to Wilmslow.   
 
Situated on the A65 alongside the river Wharfe, it’s in a strong rugby area.  
Yorkshire league clubs abound in the area around them.  At the eastern end 
of the A65 only a few miles from them, you find Otley, traditionally the 
strongest side in the area, now in national 2 North, and alongside the M6 
Huddersfield currently 4th. in that league.  Heading North West on the A65 
towards Skipton, there’s a spur road which takes you up to Grassington 
where Wharfedale, lying mid table in N2N, have their ground.  The A65 then 
continues on through Kirkby Lonsdale and eventually merges with the A6 at 
Kendal.  Nor is Vale of Lune far away.  There are sufficient well established 
clubs adjacent to the A65 and in their locality for them never to have to leave 

Yorkshire but I guess the Westmorland clubs make for an agreeable change.  Never before though have they 
ventured to Wilmslow’s Memorial Ground so we’ hope they find their first visit here agreeable enough, although not 
necessarily on the pitch.   
 
Ilkley is another club which has found the wherewithal to build an impressive new clubhouse in the last ten years.  
Blaydon, Harrogate, Kendal and Ilkley all luxuriate in fine new premises, making our clubhouse, neat and tidy as it is, 
look like something from an ancient era.  We still do have though one of the best clubhouse log fires, you’ll ever 
come across, especially appreciated after a game when it’s a bit wintery on the touchline. 
 
On the pitch, Ilkley have had mixed fortunes over the last ten years.  They earned promotion to National 3 North with 
back to back promotions from N1E in 2014/15 and from Yorkshire 1 in 2013/14.  The last three seasons have seen 
them finish 7th., 9th. and 7th. again.  Prior to that, they were something of a yo-yo club going to and from Yorkshire 1 

to N1E more than once.  Given the competition in their neck of the woods, I’d say they’ve done well to be currently 
just one spot  behind Otley and Wharfedale. 

Ilkley’s League Record  

2007/08 
2008/09 
2009/10 
2010/11 
2011/12 
2012/13 
2013/14 
2014/15 
2015/16 
2016/17 
2017/18 

Yorkshire 1 
North 2 East 
North 1 East 
Yorkshire 1 
Yorkshire 1 
Yorkshire 1 
Yorkshire 1 
North 1 East 
National 3 North 
National 3 North 
Northern Premier 

2nd. 
12th. 
14th. 
11th. 
9th. 
3rd. 
1st. 
1st. 
7th. 
9th. 
7th. 

Callum Atkinson 



 
 
  

THE BRITAUTUMN INISH & IRISH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Sunday 9 September 
WORCESTER 

 
Saturday 22nd. September 

WASPS 
 

Saturday 6th. Octobetr 
FALCONS 

 
Saturday 24th. November 

SAINTS 
 

Saturday 22nd. December 
BRISTOL 

 
Saturday 5th. January 

SARACENS 
 

Saturday 2nd. March 
CHIEFS 

 
Saturday 9th. March 

TIGERS 
 

Saturday 6th. April 
QUINS 

 
Saturday 27th. April 

BATH 
 

Saturday 18th. May 
GLOUCESTER 

SIX NATIONS 2019 

Friday 1st. February              France v Wales           Stade de France  8.00pm 
 
Saturday 2nd. February        Scotland v Italy             Murrayfield          2.15pm 
                                              Ireland v England         Aviva Stadium     4.45pm 
 
Saturday 9th. February         Scotland v Ireland        Murrayfield           2.15pm 
                                              Italy v Wales                Stadio Olimpico    4.45pm 
 
Sunday 10th. February         England v France         Twickenham         3.00pm 
 
Saturday 23rd. February       France v Scotland        Stade de France   2.15pm. 
                                              Wales v England          Principality Stad.   4 45pm 
 
Sunday 24th. February         Italy v Ireland               Stadio Olimpico     3 00pm. 
 
Saturday 9th. March             Scotland v Wales          Murrayfield             2.15pm. 
                                             England v Italy              Twickenham           4.45pm 
 
Sunday 10th. March             Ireland v France            Aviva Stadium        3.00pm. 
 
Saturday 16th. March          Italy v France                Stadio Olimpico       12.30pm 
                                             Wales v Ireland            Principality Stad       2.45pm. 
                                             England v Scotland      Twickenham            5.00pm. 

Ilkley 20 - 18 Lymm 
Nerves were on edge, writes Ilkley’s John Hope, for a contest requiring a health warning for those with a nervous 
disposition.  Both Ilkley and Lymm needed a win to keep clear of the bottom three.  The game was never a classic but 
it was a proper absorbing game of amateur rugby union at its highest level watched by a large crowd, even when 
England were playing on TV in the warmth of the clubhouse.  Lymm had come back from a 17-6 deficit to take a one 
point lead with two second half tries and it took a a late Chuckie Ramsey penalty with just five minutes still on the clock 
to secure Ilkley’s fifth win of the season.  Even  then, Lymm sensed they could still force a win and only when Ilkley’s 
John Lowes emerged with the ball from a maul to run deep into Lymm’s half of the field for the clock to be run down, 
could home supporters start to relax. 
 
Ilkley had started well with two tries from Blake Morgan and a third one followed before half time from hooker Harry 
Wales.  In reply Cormac Nolan had kicked a penalty for a Lymm.side which had gone close on several occasions. 
 
Nolan got his second penalty after the break, Ilkley were then held up on the Lymm line and handicapped by a disputed 
yellow card for dropping the scrum. A Lymm penalty then set up a ctach and drive lineout and when the ball was 
released there was space for left winger Richard Halford to score in the corner.  They then took the lead when Gav 
Woods scythed through a tiring defence.  To no avail though as Ramsey eventually kicked the winning points.   
 
Kendal 8 - 3 Wirral 

The conditions were near perfect at Mint Bridge. Nick Carlton, Zane Butler and Myles Harrop all had early runs as 
Kendal quickly got into gear.  Butler had a touchdown disallowed for a forward pass.  Both sides then had chances but 
only in time added on did a Chris Park penalty gave Kendal a 3 - 0 lead at the break.   

 .   . 
The second period started with Kendal being driven back by 
a resurgent Wirral but the defence held out.  Midway 
through the half, they had their one chance.  A long kick 
from Nathan McCoy set up a lineout ten metres from the 
Wirral line.  Wirral then lost the lineout on their own throw, 
the Kendal pack drove hard, sucking in the defence until 
McCoy made the call for the ball to be released..  Dino 
Noyo delivered the perfect pass to him, it was moved on via 
Glenn Weightman to harrop on the burst and he scored the 
decisive try. 
  
Wirral responded with increased intensity and were 

rewarded with a penalty on the hour mark to make it 8-3.  It was now all Wirral but the home side refused to concede 
anything in defence and Kendal held on for a backs to the wall win. 
 
 

 
 
. 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr
http://www.kendalrugby.co.uk/teams/92111/player/nick-carlton-1734500


NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE 

2018-19 

League Fixtures & Results - 2018/2019 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Alnwick  30/3 13-28 9/3 16/2 9/2 36-5 19/1 24-3 8/12 20-13 22-7 5/1 13/4 

Billingham 1/12  9/2 15/12 6/4 34-19 2/3 48-26 26-10 19/1 33-32 23/3 55-21 47-20 

Blaydon 15/12 14-18  42-36 24-26 36-10 1/12 6/4 12/1 16/2 26/1 92-12 23/3 29-24 

Harrogate 10-13 14-16 19/1  23/3 6/4 9/2 26-38 1/12 5/1 13/4 2/3 50-12 33-29 

Hull 29-13 8/12 5/1 20-14  2/3 19/1 57-5 9/3 13/4 30/3 9/2 55-12 13-3 

Ilkley 8-32 12/1 9/3 8/12 8-23  33-15 43-5 20-18 26/1 15/12 29-5 30/3 16/2 

Kendal 12/1 3-24 30/3 3-25 7-24 13/4  15/12 26/1 9/3 16/2 19-12 8/12 8-3 

Kirkby Lonsdale 24-10 9/3 8/12 16/2 26/1 5/1 10-27  19-13 25-22 19-18 12/1 13/4 30/3 

Lymm 2/3  13-26 30/3 10-56 23/3 36-19 9/2  17-15 8/12 38-38 19/1 5/1 

Rossendale 6/4 26-23 27-19 13-31 29-28 38-22 24-5 23/3 15/12  12/1 1/12 2/3 9/2 

Sandal 23/3 5/1 43-35 18-22 1/12 23-16 44-24 2/3 6/4 49-48  50-24 9/2 19/1 

Vale of Lune 26/1 21-19 13/4 38-45 5-41 19/1 5/1 22-29 16/2 30/3 9/3  19-27 8/12 

Wilmslow 17-26 16/2 5-38 26/1 12/1 1/12 6/4 21-24 31-59 26-55 29-46 15/12  9/3 

Wirral 22-13 26/1 2/3 12/1 15/12 17-39 23/3 1/12 19-11 41-31 42-19 6/4 52-5  
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THIS WEEK’S  

OTHER  

MATCHES 
 

Billingham v Alnwick 

 

Blaydon v Kendal 

 

Harrogate v Lymm 

 

Rossendale v  

Vale of Lune 

 

Sandal v Hull 

 

Wirral v  

Kirkby Lonsdale 

 

W
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ow

 
W
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 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Hull 11 10 0 1 372 130 242 49 9 0 

Billingham 11 9 0 2 343 206 137 45 9 0 

Blaydon 11 7 0 4 381 227 154 39 11 0 

Sandal 11 6 0 5 355 310 45 35 11 0 

Rossendale 11 6 0 5 328 286 42 35 11 0 

Harrogate 11 6 0 5 306 242 64 34 10 0 

Alnwick 11 7 0 4 222 166 56 32 4 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 11 7 0 4 224 307 -83 32 4 0 

Wirral 11 5 0 6 272 248 24 27 7 0 

Ilkley 11 5 0 6 247 246 1 26 6 0 

Lymm 11 3 1 7 228 293 -65 19 5 0 

Kendal 11 3 0 8 135 271 -136 13 1 0 

Vale of Lune 11 1 1 9 203 411 -208 12 6 0 

Wilmslow 11 1 0 10 206 479 -273 8 4 0 

 

2018-19 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     

Mottram St .  
Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  

8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  

10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

We are rightfully proud of all our 
meat but particularly our prime beef, 
which is hung on the bone for at least 
28 days.  This method of ageing meat 
is known as dry ageing. Dry ageing 
beef is done by hanging meat in a 
controlled, closely watched, 
refrigerated environment. If you ever 
had a good, aged steak, you know it 
is more tender and flavourful than 
what you can typically buy in the 
supermarket. The reason for this is 
that ageing allows natural enzymes 
to breakdown the hard connective 
tissue in meats and for water to 
evaporate away, concentrating the 
flavour especially in the steaks 



Saturday 1st. December 2018 
Northern Premier League 

Wilmslow v Ilkley   

15.   Ben Day                      
 
14.   Harry Patch 
13.     George Witham 
12.   Ethan Harding 
13.   Elliot Rowe  
 
10.   Bob MacCallum (capt.) 
9.   Will Maslen 
 
1.   Simeon Meek 
2.   Alex Donaldson 
3.   Robert Taylor 
4.   Kyle Mellor 
5.        Mike Clifford 
6.   Jack Masters 
7.   Sam Graham 
8.        Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Rhodri Lewis 
Danny Kennedy 
Conor McMurdock 

Concept Group 
 
 
 
Jonty Fallows 
Nick Jones 
 
Ian Stewart 
 
 
John Folds 
Konak Café and Sulfit 
M2 Recruitment 
 
Knight Frank 
Ken Hutchins 
 
Iain Milne 
 
 
Martin Cicliogani 
 
KNH Plumbing 

Wilmslow and their Sponsors Ilkley  

PLAYERS AND THEIR 
SPONSORS 

 
The players and coaches would like to 

thank those organisations and individuals 
who have supported the cause of Wilmslow 
rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  

All the funds raised are directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

If you would like to support the team by 
becoming a sponsor, then please let either 

Mike Blackett or David Pike in on the secret.  
There are players still looking for personal 

sponsors this season. 
 

Jordan Ayrey - Nigel Day 
Nick Barker 

Sam Beckett -  Bryn Lewis 
Tom Bull - Barry Fisher 

Louis Bundy-Davis 
James Burgess 

Sam Cutts 
Mike Clifford - Knight Frank 

James Coulthurst -  Curtaincraft 

Ben Day - Concept Group 
Alex Donaldson - Konak Café and Sulfit 

Jonny Evans - John Folds 
Sam Graham 

Danny Kennedy 
Jonny Kennedy - Peter Turner 
Ethan Harding -  Jonty Fallows 
Adam Hewitt - Robin Gregory 

Richard Hughes 
Chris Jones 
Rhodri Lewis 
Will Maslen 

Jack Masters - Ken Hutchins 

Bob MacCallum -  Ian Stewart 
Conor McMurdock - KNH Plumbing 

Simeon Meek - John Folds 
James Nicholson - Drew Donaldson 

Mike Parker 
Harry Patch 

Elliott Rowe - Nick Jones 
Matt Shufflebottom - RHS Property Serv 

Sean Street - Norman Herring 
Alex Taylor - Iain Milne 

Robert Taylor - M2 Recruitment 
Ollie Wilkinson 
George Witham 

 

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15 Pat Atkinson 
  
14. John Henry Johnson 
13. Elliot Morgan (capt.) 
12.   Ed Brown 
11.   Struan Connor 
     
10. Chuckie Ramsay 
9.      Blake Morgan   
       
1. Ollie Holtam 
2. Harry Wales 
3. Billy Nicholls 
4. Pete Erskine 
5.     Luke Pearson 
6.     Pat Power 
7.     Joe Lowes 
8.     Max McKay 
 
Subs 
Steve Burns 
Dan Lawrence 
Andy Dixon 

TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kieron Henry 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

15th. December 
Northern Premier League 

Wolves v Vale of Lune 

The Wolves next away game is on 8th. 
December against Kendal.   

 
KENDAL RUFC 

SHAP ROAD, MINT BRIDGE, 
KENDAL LA9 6NY 

 
The only difference in the address of 
the new Mint Bridge ground, the old 

one now presumably a supermarket, is a 
slight change in the post code.  

Approaching from the south, leave the 
M6 at J36, taking the first exit onto the  

A590. You cross the river Kent and 
carry on at the roundabout beyond. The 

A6 joins at this roundabout and the 
road becomes the A591. Continue until 

you come to the next roundabout, 
where you take the second exit onto the 

A6. You stay on this road, going 
through Kendal town centre and 

following signs to the railway station. 
Beyond the railway station, the road 
becomes Shap Road and eventually 

you’ll come to Mint Bridge, where you’ll 
see Kendal Rugby Club on the right.  

Despite the advent of British Winter Time, Saturday 

afternoon kick off times at The Memorial Ground will 
remain at 3.00pm. 


