
Club President 
 
CHRIS GEORGE 
 
Welcomes 

VALE OF LUNE 

Fixtures and Results 2017 - 18  

 

 

Wolves  

N1W 

 Vikings 

Cotton Traders  

Championship 

 Hawks  

Halbro 4 East  
 

September 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

CARLISLE 
Altrincham Kersal 
WATERLOO 
DOUGLAS (IOM) 
St. Benedicts 

W 
W 
W 
W 
L 

 WIRRAL 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 
Preston GH 3 
ROSSENDALE 

W 
HWO 
W 
W 
W 

 Broughton Park 
TRAFFORD MV 
Glossop 
Manchester 
DUKINFIELD 

D 
AWO 
HWO 
W 
W 

October 7 
14 
21 
28 

STOCKPORT 
 
Vale of Lune 
ROCHDALE 

L 
 
L 
W 

 Macclesfield 3 
Macclesfield 2 
 
LYMM 

W 
W 
 
L 

 Stockport 
 
HEATON MOOR 
Ashton on Mersey 

W 
 
W 

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

Warrington 
NORTHWICH 
 
Burnage 

L 
W 
 
W 

 Stockport 
VALE OF LUNE 
Rochdale 
PRESTON GH 3 

W 
L 
L 
W 

 
L 

NORTH MANCHESTER 
Altrincham Kersal 
 
BURNAGE 

W 
W 
 
HWO 

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

BLACKBURN 
Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
 

W 
P 
P 

 Rossendale 
Macclesfield 3 

L 
P 

 Hope Valley 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Trafford MV 

W 
P 

January 6 
13 
20 
27 

Waterloo 
Douglas (IOM) 
ST. BENEDICTS 
Stockport 

L 
L 
W 
W 

 Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 
VALE OF LUNE 

L 
W 
L 
L 

 GLOSSOP 
MANCHESTER 
Dukinfield 
STOCKPORT 

L 
W 
W 
W 

February 3 
10 
17 
24 

VALE OF LUNE 
 
Rochdale 

  Rochdale 
 
Preston GH 3 
 

  Heaton Moor 
 
ASHTON ON MERSEY 

 

March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

WARRINGTON 
Northwich 
 
BURNAGE 

  Rossendale 
MACCLESFIELD 
 

  North Manchester 
ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
 
Burnage 

 

April 7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Blackburn 
MANCHESTER 
Carlisle 

  Lymm 
STOCKPORT 
Wirral 

  HOPE VALLEY 
Littleborough 
BROUGHTON PARK 

 

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : League C 

September 3 
10  
17 
24 

Macclesfield 
WIDNES 
Blackburn 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

W 
D 
W 
HWO 

 February 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
Crewe & Nantwich 
FYLDE 
Makos 

 

October  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
Fylde 
BOLTON 

 
HWO 
W 

 March 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
WIDNES 

 

November 5 
12 
19 
26 

Widnes 
 
BLACKBURN 
Winnington Park 

 
 
W 
 

 April 8 
15 
22 
29 

  

December 3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

 
January 7 

14 
21 
28 

CREWE & NANTWICH 
Fylde 
MAKOS 
 
 
 
 
Blackburn 
WINNINGTON PARK 
Widnes 

W 
W 
W 
 
 
 
 
W 
W 
W 

    

Welcome to the Memorial ground for todays game against high flying Vale of Lune.  They are having a fantastic season, 
with only one loss thus far.  Well clear of Northwich and Douglas with at least two games in hand, the leagues is clearly 
theirs to win.  But the Wolves have now won their last two decisively, scoring seventeen tries, five of them against 
Stockport last week in what many present felt was by far their best display of the season.  Beforehand, we were 
entertained to a good lunch and the usual banter with some old friends and foes. On the pitch our boys were up for the 
challenge and from the whistle we outplayed Stockport in every department ending with a solid 38-14 victory.  Their 
confidence will be high again and I’ve no doubt that Rick Jones will have the side in a mood to give Vale a real test.   
 
We ended up well beaten in the end at their place on the foulest of days back in the autumn and I know there was a 
feeling that it wasn’t just a resurgent Vale that we were up against that day!!  And that’s not a dig at any refereeing.  
Damian Hamilton was perfectly fair to both sides, even though it did feel a hard call against Ben Day, when he was yellow 
carded for a supposed hands free tackle against Vale’s try scoring machine Damon Hall. 
 
Sadly I am away in Cape Town on business today so cannot be here to welcome back many old faces at the Former 
Players reunion. I came across the poem below written by an Aussie poet Rupert McCall, and thought I might add it in to 
the my programme notes to stir a few memories and perhaps bring a few smiles: 
 
Two weeks ago we had a few “firsts” at the club:  Our first Ladies Lunch which was a roaring success with 116 ladies 
present, despite the bar running out of Prosecco.  They were still going strong well after the game much to the shock of 
the visiting players from St Benedicts; Not one lady managed to watch the game!!  So I don’t think there was much talk of 
starting a ladies team here.  A big thanks to Sue Muckle for all of her hard work in organizing the event, to Lucy Bennett 
from Care of the Skin for sponsoring the lunch and to Fran and the team for fabulous food.  It looks like this will be either 
an annual or maybe even biannual event and judging by the rumblings in the bar after the match, the men want to have 
their own lunch as well - Bring it on!  

Following the 
conclusion of 

the Preliminary 

League season 
during which 

each team plays 

each other once, 
the organising 

seeding 

committee will 

select the 

conference 

leagues. 
 

The Colts also 

have a League 
Cup competition 

and the Cheshire 

Colts Cup to 

compete in. 

“When the battle scars have faded 
And the truth becomes a lie 
And the weekend smell of liniment 
Could almost make you cry. 
When the last rucks well behind you 
And the man that ran now walks 
It doesn’t matter who you are 

The mirror sometimes talks 
Have a good hard look old son! 
The melons not that great 
The snoz that takes a sharp turn 
sideways 
Used to be dead straight 
You’re an advert for arthritis 
You’re a thoroughbred gone lame 
Then you ask yourself the question 
Why the hell you played the game? 
Was there logic in the head knocks? 
In the corks and in the cuts? 
Did common sense get pushed aside? 

By manliness and guts? 
Do you sometimes sit and wonder 
Why your time would often pass 
In a tangled mess of bodies 
With your head up someone’s......? 
With a thumb hooked up your nostril 
Scratching gently on your brain 
And an overgrown Neanderthal 
Rejoicing in your pain! 
Mate – you must recall the jersey 

That was shredded into rags 
Then the soothing sting of Dettol 
On a back engraved with tags! 
It’s almost worth admitting 
Though with some degree of shame 
That your wife was right in asking 
Why the hell you played the game? 

Why you’d always rock home legless 
Like a cow on roller skates 
After drinking at the clubhouse 
With your low down drunken mates 
Then you’d wake up – check your 
wallet 
Not a solitary coin 
Drink Berocca by the bucket 
Throw an ice pack on your groin 
Copping Sunday morning sermons 
About boozers being losers 
While you limped like Quasimodo 
With a half a thousand bruises! 

Yes – an urge to hug the porcelain 
And curse Sambuca’s name 
Would always pose the question 
Why the hell you played the game! 
And yet with every wound re-opened 
As you grimly reminisce it 
Comes the most compelling feeling yet 
God, you bloody miss it! 
From the first time that you laced a 
boot 

And tightened every stud 
That virus known as rugby 
Has been living in your blood 
When you dreamt it when you played it 
All the rest took second fiddle 
Now you’re standing on the sideline 
But your hearts still in the middle 

And no matter where you travel 
You can take it as expected 
There will always be a breed of people 
Hopelessly infected 
If there’s a teammate, then you’ll find 
him 
Like a gravitating force 
With a common understanding 
And a beer or three, of course 
And as you stand there telling lies 
Like it was yesterday old friend 
You’ll know that if you had the chance 
You’d do it all again 

You see – that’s the thing with rugby 
It will always be the same 
And that, I guarantee 
Is why the hell you played the game!” 



The Artisan League N1W Forecasts  
 
It’s as tight in this league competition as it is out on the pitch.  A lot of low scores last week, nobody ever predicts a draw and not many 
expected Carlisle to win at Warrington and even fewer expected Manchester to win at Northwich.   
 
This week, evryone has forecasted a win for Waterloo and most have gone for Blackburn, Northwich and Stockport.  AK and Wilmslow are 
narrowly fancied against  Warrington and Vale of Lune respectively.. 

Cherry  Tree  

Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St.  

Andrew 

 

Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  

Sat  

8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

Saturday 

27th 

January 

2018 
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Bar Steward A H H A A H H 19 361   A A A H H A A 

Basher H H H H H A H 10 308   H H A H H A H 

Beer Keeper A A H H A A H 13 305   A H A H A H H 

Braveheart A H H A A H H 19 364   H H A H H A A 

Chicken S H H H H A H H 16 319   A H A H A A H 

Dick D & Mutley A H H H H H H 13 370   A A A H A A H 

Draichgoch A H H A A H H 19 371   H H H H A A A 

Fiery Basher A H H A A H H 19 367   H H A H A A A 

Flying Scot A H H H A A A 16 351   H H A H A A H 

H A H H H A H H 16 379   H H A H H A A 

Jonty A H H H A H H 16 356   H H A H H H H 

Kiwi H H H A A H H 19 337   A A A H A A H 

Millie 29 A H H H A H H 16 366   H H H H H A H 

Nob A H H H H H H 13 367   H H A H H A A 

Pilgrims A H H A A H H 19 339   A H A H A A H 

Red Gauntlet A H H H A H H 16 378   H H A H H A A 

Romusus & R A H H H A H H 16 375   A H A H H A A 

Shakey A H H H A H H 16 342   H H A H H A H 

Super Ted H H H A A H H 19 360   H H H H A A H 

Uncle Fester H H H H A H H 16 335   A H A H A A H 

Results 17-17  30-3 13-14 7-15 14-38 20-13 13-18    Points        



NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2017- 2018 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/wilmslow 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wolves Captain 
Bob MacCallum 
Vice Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Adam Taher 
Vikings Team Manager 
 
Hawks Captain 
 
Hawks Team Manager 
 
Head Coach 
Rick Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
 

Magazine Editor and Club Press Officer : David Pike 
Tel : 01625 525616     :      07886 588524       :       

david.psychometrics@talktalk.net 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2017-18 
 

Alan Lang : Alderley Edge Golf Club 
Artisan Meat Co :  Barrington Sports :  Barry Fisher : 

Beauchamp Charles : Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants : Bryn Lewis 

Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  
Loves Young Dream : M2 Recruitment :   

Maxwells of Wilmslow : Mike Clifford 
Modac Global : Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth :  

On Point Developments : Peter Turner 
P J Design : Printerland  

RHS Property Services : Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  
Stig : Terra Nova School : The Vets’ Place :  
The Wilmslow Half Marathon: Tim Holloway 

Wilmslow Preparatory School : TSG Properties  
TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters Corporation : Wheatsheaf Press  

Wilmslow IT : Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass  
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 

 

Flooring and Carpeting : Furniture 
Student Accommodation : Refurbishment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andy Vassell wishes the Wolves and all Wilmslow 

RUFC teams a successful 2017/18 season.  
 

Proud to  
sponsor  
Ben Day  

for the Wolves  
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concept FF & E Ltd., Unit 2, Adelaide St 
Macclesfield, SK10 2QS 

Tel : 01625 432608, M : 07710 574449 



Nick Jones  

Photography 



 
 
 
 
 
 
It was Burns night on 25th. January and all over the world people would have been  
gathering to celebrate the 259th. anniversary of the birth of the bard with a traditional 
Burns Supper.  If you missed it, then never mind, Burns Suppers tend to run and run  
into February to brighten up the dour winter nights. 
 
So here is a typical Burns Supper menu: Cock-a-Leekie Soup, Haggis, Bashed Neeps 
and Chappit Tatties, Cranachan. 
 
For the Cock-a-Leekie 

Put a litre of water into a pot, bring to the boil, season and simmer two or three chicken 
thighs with at least two sliced leeks for an hour and a half.  Now take out the chicken  
thighs, strip off the skins, take out the bones and return the meat to the broth.  Add 
another sliced leek, a spoonful of pearl barley and, yes, a half dozen or so prunes.  
Check the seasoning and simmer for another thirty minutes. 
 
For the Haggis 
Just simmer it for 45 minutes.  That’s all.  If you’re planning to address it, then read  
‘The Ode to a Haggis’ and practice it in your best Ayrshire voice. 
 
Bashed Neeps 
Chop a swede into cubes, slice a carrot and boil them together until done.  Mash with 
a bit of butter and seasoning. 
 
For the Chappit Tatties 
Put floury potatoes (ie. King Edwards or maris Pipers) into a large pot and boil until  
soft.  Meanwhile, in a small pan, heat the milk over medium heat.  Add a chopped 
spring onion, a blob of butter and simmer till the potatoes are done.  Drain the 
potatoes and add the milk mixture along with salt and pepper. Mash until 
fluffy and smooth   
 
For the Cranachan 
This is really for the lassies.  Toast some porridge oats in a pan until lightly browned.   
Remove from the heat.  Now assemble the desert individually in single portion dishes  
with a first layer of oats, a layer of raspberries, a spoonful of crowdie or quark, and a 
drizzle of runny honey.  Repeat with another two or three layers and top with a final 
dusting of toasted oats.  You can now drizzle over a spoonful of malt whisky. 
 
Glenmorangie has a light heatherish and honey flavour and is particularly liked by the 
lassies.  I like it too in Cranachan! 
 
At a Burns Supper, it is traditional to drink only whisky - preferably malt whisky.  Either  
a single malt or a pure malt, it matters not.  If your taste is for a Highland malt, then  
any of the Glenlivets should please you.  Old Pulteney, distilled in Wick, Edradour from 
Pitlochry, Highland Park from Orkney, although not Glenlivets are all ones to try.. 
 
Islay malts tend to be smoky with a hint of the sea about them.  Lagavulin, Laphroag 
and Bowmore are all typical of this type.  Ian Stewarts favourite Islay malt is 
Bruichladdich, which these days is something of a craft whisky with a character all of 
its own.  Further up the coast, Isle of Jura is not to be sniffed at, then in 
Skye, you have Talisker, which is another very serious spicy, sea influenced marque. 
The choice is endless. 
 
Pure malt whiskies are normally a blend of more than one single malt, crafted to the  
taste of the person who’s going to drink it.  They normally have names like: ‘The Pride 
of Glen Milne’ or ‘Walker’s Choice’ or ‘The Laird MacCallum’ and so on.   
 
Slainté Va! 

 
. 

Act as a 
positive role 
model to  all 
players. 
 
Abide by the 
RFU’s Child 
Protection 
Guidance in 
relation to 
verbal and 
emotional 
abuse.  
Remember that 
children play 
primarily for 
their own 
enjoyment not 
that of 
spectators. 
 
Acknowledge 
good play, 
effort and 
performance 
irrespective of 
team or player.  
Shout ‘for’ 
players not ‘at’ 
them.  Never 
ridicule a 
player. 
 
Respect match 
officials’ 
decisions even 
if they appear 
to have made a 
mistake.  
Remember they 
are volunteers 
too. 
 
Never verbally 
abuse players, 
coaches, match 
officials or 
fellow 
spectators.  
Such abuse 
can create a 
negative 
environment for 
players, which 
their behaviour 
will often 
reflect. 

 

Explicitly calling 
the opposition 
team’s touch 

judge a b 

cheat  
because you 
disagree with 

him over where 
the ball went 
into touch, 

whether or not 

it was in touch 
at all or  

who the throw 
has been 

awarded too is 
forbidden. 

 
Abuse of 
Match Officials 
 
Code of 
Conduct 
regulations 
state that a 
person shall not 
abuse, threaten 
or intimidate a 
referee, touch 
judge or other 
match official, 
whether or not 
on the field of 
play.  Crude or 
abusive 
language or 
gestures 
towards officials 
is not permitted. 
 
Abuse is 
defined as 
individual 
perception of 
personal 
degradation, be 
it mental, or 
physical before, 
during and after 
a game and 
includes verbal 
or physical 
assault, 
intimidating 
conduct and/or 
racial and 
sexual 
harassment. 
 
Abusive 
behaviour 
affects the 
reputation of 
the club and will 
not be 
tolerated.   

Saturday 20th. January 2018                                                     North 1 West 
Wilmslow 80 - 0 St. Benedicts 
St. Benedicts from Whitehaven arrived at The Memorial Ground bottom of the league with thirteen losses and just one 
solitary win back in September by 20-19 when Wilmslow were the visitors.  Since then Wilmslow have won only four of 
their next nine games, with most of the close ones going against them.  If there were any ‘angst’ about their current form 
going into this one, then it didn’t show.  They scored twelve tries, the first after just two minutes play and the rest followed 
at regular intervals.  Six tries were scored in the first half for a 40-0 lead and the rout continued in the second period with 
another six. 
  
Whatever hopes St. Benedicts had of repeating their trick of last September were dispelled within the first minute when 
they were shunted backwards on their own put in and lost the ball.  The Wolves used the possession to work their way 
downfield, set up an attacking lineout on the St. Benedicts line and to drive hooker Alex Donaldson over the line for the 
opening touchdown.  Thereafter, St. Benedicts looked resigned to their fate.  When a club is having the kind of season 
that they are with beating after beating, it becomes difficult to retain its players’ motivation.  The fortnightly three or four 
hour trek down the motorway to take on Cheshire and South Manchester sides loses its appeal.  Suddenly players 
become unavailable as shopping or such like with your wife or girl friend becomes the more attractive proposition. 
 
For their part, Wilmslow dominated the full eighty minutes.  They were quicker to the ball, more aggressive at the 
breakdown, always crossing the gain line and in charge at the set piece, frequently pushing their opponents off the ball.  
This enabled them to put together some good passages of play to create some good tries.  But really if their passing and 
handling had been more accurate and they had played the conditions with a bit more patience, they could have had 
several more and probably would have done on a bright dry day.  On a cold and wet January afternoon though, the ball 
gets wet and heavy, flies slowly through the air like a sodden pig’s bladder and can be just as difficult to hang on to if the 
pass isn’t bang on target.   
 
It was only a series of Wilmslow handling errors which enabled the visitors to make their one and only threatening sortie 
to within sight of the Wolves line rather than any incisive play by them.  This was quickly snuffed out when an attempted 
cross kick for their left winger to run on to came to nothing. 
 
Sean Street, Sam Cutts, Jonny Kennedy and his brother Danny Kennedy all scored twice.  Alex Donaldson, Alex Taylor, 
James Coulthurst and Elliot Rowe all touched down once.  Of the forwards Tom Bull stood out with his powerful drives, 
the Taylor brothers as usual were influential, Charlie Gardiner ran some good lines and Alex Donaldson was and is week 
in, week out prominent in the close quarter stuff.  He is probably having his best season yet in the jersey.  It was also 
good to see the return of the shining shaven headed Kennedy brothers after an absence of several years, the former 
Sale Shark, Jonny in the centre, and Danny coming on at No. 8 at half time, when Alex Taylor had to retire with a back 
injury.  Two tries apiece is testament to their contribution and impact on events. 



ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2017 - 18 

       

Jordan Ayrey 14 2    10 

Nick Barker 3      

Sam Beckett 1      

Elliot Brierley 8 2    10 

Tom Bull 11 4    20 

Kevin Burge-Jones 1      

James Burgess 1      

James Coulthurst  14 7    35 

Sam Cutts 4 3    15 

Ben Day 8 2    10 

Alex Donaldson 9 1    5 

Jonny Evans 3      

Charlie Gardiner 11      

Ethan Harding 13 3    15 

Adam Hewitt 16 1    5 

Richard Hughes 10 2    10 

Charlie Levings 7      

Rhodri Lewis 3      

Caleb Loomans 5      

Connor Loomans 4      

Danny Kennedy 1 2    10 

Jonny Kennedy 1 2    10 

Bob MacCallum 16   10 41 112 

Will Maslen 4 2    10 

Jack Masters 9 1    5 

Conor McMurdock 3 1   5 15 

Matt Pearson 1      

Seb Pemberton 9 1    5 

Elliott Rowe 7 3    15 

Toby Rowe 8      

Matt Shufflebottom 6      

Ed Stobart 2 1    5 

Sean Street 14 10    50 

Adam Taher 4 2    10 

Alex Taylor 17 13    65 

Fergus Taylor 1      

Robert Taylor 17 1    5 

Josh Whiteley 9 2    10 

Jack Walmsley 3      

Tommy Wilkinson 3      

George Witham 2 1    5 

Ollie Wilkinson 8      

Max Wortley 12      

       

C
o
n
v
e
rs

io
n
s
 

P
e
n
a
lt
ie

s
 

D
ro

p
 G

o
a
ls

 

T
ri
e
s
 

A
p
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e

P
o
in

ts
 

2017/18 

Gold Rolex Sold for £9000 for 
Wilmslow Estate Two Gold Phillipe Patek Watches 

Sold for £8000 for Wilmslow Est. 
 
This season’s Garner or Ghana Cup, 

whichever you prefer, has been arranged 
by David Barker at Prestbury Golf Club  

 
It’ll be in the same format as the last one 
with very much the same cost. The menu 

will also be the same -  gammon, egg, 
peas and chips  

 
And finally, the date for this very popular 

event will be 3rd. May 2018. 
 

Please let David know if you wish to 
participate. 

 
pottiebarker@hotmail.com 



 

 

 
We’ve still got a bit to go before the run in to the season really starts so it’s a bit soon to make any predictions.    Vale 
of Lune just carry on winning and they’re so far ahead and with so many games in hand, that they could afford to lose 
two or three of them and still be unthreatened at the top.  Fifty points away at Altrincham Kersal  and then a home win 
against a resurgent Waterloo doesn’t leave many who look as though they’ve got the wherewithal to stop them.  We 
would be sorry to see them go as for a long time they’ve been one of the best fixtures on the card. 
 
They still have to play Northwich twice but they’ve slipped up twice now in quick succession, away at Blackburn, not 
too much of a surprise but then at home to Manchester, that wasn’t expected.  With form like that you wouldn’t think, 
they’d mount a huge challenge to the Vale bandwagon.   And the rest of their fixtures which include St. Benedicts and 
Rochdale, both home and away, don’t look unduly threatening., 
 
The battle for second place, with only two points separating five sides, would most certainly divide opinion.  If 
Wilmslow were to carry on playing like they did at Stockport, then it wouldn’t be beyond them.  They’ll also be 
thinking at Blackburn and Waterloo that they’re not out of the race either.  But then nor are Northwich or Douglas.  
Youse has your choice and youse can take your pick!.  Whether any of them are up to Level 5 standards is another 
question.   
 
The same could also be said of N1E, where six sides have broken away from the rest and are within five points of each 
other at the top.  That includes Penrith, who it seems have a penchant for North East rugby 
 
Just take a look at what is now called the ‘Northern Premier League, from North 1 to National 3 North and now 
Northern Premier in just the space of a handful of years.  What next will they dream up I wonder!  The point is tha two 
of last seasons promoted sides, Birkenhead Park and Pocklington languish in the bottom two and Kirkby Lonsdale, 
who remember won our league last season in an unbeaten canter are only ninth in the table.  What does that tell us? 
 
Vale of Lune 20 - 14 Waterloo 
A bad tempered encounter between these two kept referee Robert Sheard busy with his cards and his note book.  
Vale’s back row Evan Stewart got a red card early on whilst Fergus Owens and hooker Andy Powers both saw yellow.  
Vale’s full back Jordan Dorrington suffered a heavy tackle from which he had to be stretchered off.  Fortunately, the 
injury proved to be not as bad as at first expected but the sight of him hobbling around on crutches does not bode well 
for the remainder of his season. 
 
Notwithstanding, Vale recovered from conceding a seven pointer to Waterloo hooker Scott Robson by replying with two 
Olly Jacques penalties.  In the third quarter, they started to fly with tries from Chris Ramwell and the aforesaid 
Jacques, both converted.  It was then a case of making sure that Waterloo were kept at bay, which was accomplished 
until very late on when they were awarded a penalty try.  Jacques might then have sent them back to Blundellsands 
empty handed but for a late Vale penalty which drifted wide.   
 
Rochdale 7 - 15 Altrincham Kersal 
Two sides determinedly trying to escape from the relegation zone stuck to their task to the end.  The difference was 
AK’s Dave Colman who scored and converted his own try and added a penalty.  Player coach J P Singleton scored 

AK’s other try.  Rochdale actually led 7-3 at the break but despite having most of the game eventually ran out of steam 
to let AK in. 

WHAT THEY SAID AT STOCKPORT  
Stockport failed to recover from a lacklustre first half in this local derby.  They never recovered from allowing Wilmslow 
to take a 31-0 lead and a bonus point in the first half at Headlands Road. Despite a much more determined second half 
and two tries Stockport were never able to get back on terms and Wilmslow added a 5th try to close the game out at 14
-38. This was perhaps Stockport’s weakest performance of the season against a Wilmslow side determined to retaliate 
for their home defeat by Stockport in the first half of the season. 
 
The first 10 minutes were spent mainly in the Stockport half and Wilmslow turned the ball over after a tackle just 
outside the Stockport 22 and the centre took advantage to feed his wing for a converted try. Pressure at a scrum gave 
Wilmslow a penalty, which was converted for 0-10. A rare Stockport attack broke down and Wilmslow put the pressure 
back on and the backs put their right wing away for a try to make it 0-17. The pattern continued as the visiting backs 
again beat the defence for another try for their left wing and it was 0-24, with no sign of a Stockport reply. Wilmslow 
attacked straight from the kick off to add another try under the posts to have a 0-31 lead at the break. 
 
The half time talk clearly galvanised Stockport and their performance improved. A catch and drive following a penalty to 
touch gave Nic Smith a try, which McGovern converted. Stockport were unable to maintain any continuity or pressure 
and Wilmslow scored a 5th try from a line out, a good line by their full back gave him a try to make it 7-38. Stockport 
then had a good spell and were rewarded with a try for prop Matt Lawrowitsch, which was converted. But it was too 
little too late. Stockport will need to be better organised, quicker in defence and improve their line out to do better than 
this next time out. 



Cotton Traders Championship  

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Vale of Lune 2 15 11 0 2 589 182 407 54 0 

Lymm 2 14 13 0 1 577 188 389 53 0 

Wirral 2 15 10 0 5 482 312 170 45 0 

Rossendale 2 15 9 0 5 278 329 -51 41 0 

Wilmslow 2 16 8 0 7 423 313 110 39 0 

Rochdale 2 15 4 0 11 280 438 -158 27 0 

Preston Grasshoppers 3 16 2 1 12 155 606 -451 26 0 

Stockport 2 13 3 0 10 228 412 -184 22 0 

Macclesfield 3 15 3 1 10 247 479 -232 22 -2 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts +/- 

Littleborough 3 14 11 0 2 435 230 205 50 0 

Heaton Moor 2 15 9 0 5 456 329 127 45 0 

Ashton on Mersey 1 15 9 0 5 362 252 110 45 0 

Wilmslow 3 15 9 1 2 503 148 355 44 0 

Glossop 3 14 8 0 4 332 200 132 42 0 

Stockport 3 15 7 1 7 362 322 40 37 0 

Dukinfield 2 15 5 1 6 293 368 -75 36 0 

Altrincham Kersal 3 16 5 1 8 289 540 -251 30 0 

Burnage 3 15 5 1 7 284 292 -8 29 0 

Hope Valley RFC 1 13 5 0 8 414 487 -73 28 0 

Trafford Metrovick 3 15 3 0 11 271 497 -226 27 0 

Manchester 3 15 4 0 10 263 482 -219 26 0 

Broughton Park 4 11 2 1 7 210 327 -117 17 0 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff Pts 

Makos  8 5 1 2 186 150 36 19 

Wilmslow  6 6 0 0 226 94 132 17 

Winnington Park  6 4 0 2 127 144 -17 14 

Fylde  8 3 0 5 128 153 -25 14 

Widnes  5 3 0 2 140 111 29 11 

Crewe & Nantwich  6 1 1 4 103 166 -63 9 

Blackburn  7 0 0 7 126 218 -92 7 

Sale Sharks Leagues -  Division 4 East 

Senior Colts Conference League - C  

Saturday 20th. January 
Wirral 37 - 5 Vikings 
Dukinfield 27 - 34 Hawks 
 
Saturday 27th. January 
Vale of Lune 42 – 14 Vikings 
Hawks 36 - 12 Stockport 
 
 

Sunday 28th. January 
Widnes 21 - 26 Colts 

Saturday 27th. January                                          North 1 West 
Stockport 14 - 38 Wilmslow 
This had been an eagerly awaited derby fixture between these two old protagonists.  The first one back in the autumn had 
narrowly gone the way of Stockport but since then the two sides had been cheek by jowl in the middle of the league, both 
apparently safe from any relegation concerns but neither looking like promotion candidates either.  That won’t have been much 
on the minds of the players though.  For the duration, friendships forged between some of them in days at Wilmslow High 
School and amongst others playing on the same side at Macclesfield, when they were a National 1 force, would be briefly cast 
aside.  Nevertheless, it was a game that was played in an excellent spirit with none of the nastiness that can sometimes mar 
these occasions when the misty haze of age old rivalries emerge to overcome better judgement.  A moderate penalty count 
and only one Yellow Card for a technical offence was testament to that. 
 
For once Wolves coach Rick Jones was able to select a side from a nearly full deck of cards, possibly missing only two or 
three of his first choice picks.  On paper anyway, the absence of the powerful Dr. Tom Bull from the second row, to hospital 
medical duties looked the most significant.  Jones though was rewarded by seeing his team put on for forty minutes, the whole 
of the first half, a near faultless display and their best rugby of the season.  ‘In six years at the club, he said afterwards, I have 
never seen them play better.  At half time, I had nothing to say other than to tell them to keep their foot on the throttle and to 
retain their grip on their opponents’ throats, metaphorically speaking, of course.’  By that time, they had scored four imperious 
tries, Bob MacCallum had converted them all and added a penalty to give them a 31- 0 lead at the break.  The set piece, 
lineout and recycling at the breakdown had been rock solid.  The forwards had also managed to pilfer some ‘port possession at 
the throw in and at the breakdown.  Behind them with quick clean ball to work with, the backs had been surefooted and 
positive, passing quickly and accurately and running well off the ball to support each other.  The ball retention of the whole side 
was remarkable as they moved their opponents from one side of the pitch to the other.  It was ironic that most of their scores 
should come from simple well executed phase one moves. 
 
Of course, it couldn’t last for the whole game.  Stockport are not a bad side and with their coach’s forceful half time words no 
doubt still stinging in their ears, the lie of the land now in their favour and a steady North Westerly behind them, they took the 
game to the Wolves.  At the very least, they had a point to prove but overcoming a thirty one point deficit is not an easy matter.  
A catch and drive after ten minutes, when the Wolves were down to just fourteen on the field, got them onto the scoreboard.  
Thereafter, the Wolves defence was equal to everything thrown at it and the home side’s second score came in time added on 
at the end, when they hacked a loose ball from their own line down the field and with the help of a couple of penalties managed 
to force themselves over.  By then the match had been won and lost for a long time. 
 
The Wolves started with a try after five minutes when their forwards turned over a Stockport drive in midfield.  Quick well timed 
passing to the left through the hands of Bob MacCallum and Elliot Brierley together with some incisive running from full back 
Ed Stobart released Elliot Rowe, playing in the centre on this occasion, for a gallop down the left wing and the opening score.   
 
Throughout the game, the Wolves forwards were able to steal the Stockport throw at the lineout and it was from one of these 
that after a bout of sustained play, recycling and a huge shove at a Stockport put in that MacCallum was able to kick a penalty 
on the quarter hour to extend the Wolves advantage.  From the restart, a Wolves clearing kick led to a Stockport counter and 
two quick penalty awards which took them to the Wilmslow line but they got turned over again at the breakdown and a further 
sustained piece of play took the Wolves back to the Stockport twenty two, where the otherwise excellent referee Phil Bygrave 
found himself obstructing play.  He quite rightly awarded the Wolves a scrum and a simple phase one passing move ended 
with Elliot Brierley sucking in the defence and releasing right winger James Coulthurst for the second try.  It wasn’t long before 
Stockport lost possession again from a forward pass and a long Wolves kick ahead got them held up in their own twenty two.  
The Wolves scrum was solid and another simple passing move on the left saw winger Sam Cutts run in for the third try and 
then on the stroke of half time, the Wolves broke from their own half, winger Coulthurst made ground before delivering a 
perfect inside pass to scrum half Sean Street.  And that was it, 31 – 0 at half time and nobody quite believing what they had 
just seen. 
 
The Wolves then had to dig in to repel the home side during the second period.  They didn’t enjoy the same amount of good 
first phase possession and when they did have the ball, they found it harder to cross the gain line, to clear their lines and to 
retain the ball but their tackling and eagerness in defence tellingly prevented Stockport from making any line breaks.  It was 
attritional stuff.   Inevitably Stockport were being awarded more penalties for a series of technical offences by the Wolves but 
only once when Adam Hewitt had been Yellow Carded for pulling down a maul were they able to make anything of it from a 
catch and drive.  Other kicks to the corners from penalties should have produced more for them but they were missing the 
gargantuan Schofield in the second row to direct affairs and Ms. Pemberton and Hewitt on several occasions won the ball to 
prevent any catch and drive situation from developing.  Slowly the Wolves weathered the storm and in the latter stages they 
broke out several times, going close more than once.  It was during this period that Stobart broke the Stockport line for the fifth 
Wilmslow try.  With less than ten minutes to play the game was now out of sight.  Coulthurst went close on a couple of 
occasions.  What a shame he just wasn’t made with that extra little bit of gas that could have taken him clear.  Held up on the 
Stockport line, he laid the ball back but for once his support lost control at the breakdown and a big kick down field led to 
Stockport’s final consolation score.  Whether the ball was still in the ruck or had gone loose was debateable but the referee 
was on the wrong side to see and let play continue. 
 
There was just a sense of disappointment amongst Wilmslow supporters that their side hadn’t been able to win the second half 
as decisively as they had the first but they can still look back on a famous win.  Once again the pack had done its job with the 

young second rows Charlie Gardiner and Max Wortley both ‘looking to the manor born’, and back row Seb Pemberton 



 

 

 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

 

increasingly influential.  ‘Robert Taylor, sighed Jones afterward, what a work rate, covering, tackling, carrying and then 
scrummaging.’  Sean Street and Bob MacCallum when on song are as dangerous a pair of half backs as any in the 
league and it only needs any of Elliot Brierley, Ed Stobart, Elliot Rowe, Ethan Harding and Jonny Kennedy in midfield 
alongside them to set ‘the heather on fire’.  But it’s amateur rugby that doesn’t pay any wages to put the food and drink 
on the table.  Work commitments, even though that may mean a school skiing trip, have to take priority so not everybody 
is always available every week.  It’s great for coach Jones when he has a hand of aces to play as he did this week but 
next week can just as easily be a different story, if he finds himself with a pack of knaves. 

Nick Jones  

Photography 

Nick Jones  

Photography 
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Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  
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REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 
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Vale of  Lune RUFC 
We’ve had some tremendous matches against Vale of Lune in recent seasons with 
the pendulum swinging first in one direction and then in the other as both sides have 
enjoyed their moments. 
 
Almost exactly twelve months ago, it was Wilmslow’s turn on a scuffed, sticky and 
slippery pitch in cold, wet and drizzly conditions, which just weren’t conducive to the 

kind of rugby that both sides like to play.  Nick Taylor, the referee, was in a somewhat pedantic mood giving over thirty 
five penalties, more or less equally distributed, but it all added to a growing sense of frustration amongst the players.  
Vale were the most disrupted, firstly by injuries and enforced replacements and then when dissent crept in during the 
final quarter, they found themselves short handed in the face of Mr. Taylor’s Yellow Card.  Bob MacCallum just kicked 
the corners from where three of Wilmslow’s four tries emanated, the other coming from open play, if that’s what you can 
call Alex Taylor’s touchdown from the base of a scrum five yards out.  In reply, Damon Hall landed three banana shaped 
penalties which had Vale in front by 9 - 8 just before half time. 
 
Back in the autumn of 2016, the Wolves had scored five tries at Powderhouse Lane to win by 40 - 19.  After a slow start 
to the season, Vale had put in a couple of decent enough performances and there had been a feeling amongst their 
supporters that this would be the game where the after burners would eventually get going.  It didn’t work out like that.  
Max Harvey having got himself properly fit after an indulgent summer was everywhere to be seen and the same could be 
said of the rangy Kiwi lock Tom Williams, who had also taken time to burn off the excess of a Cheshire summer.  It was 

almost a tear jerking moment when he slung out a late long scoring pass to his compatriot Hone Karaka, who had been 
side lined for six weeks and was making his comeback. 
 
Last autumn though, it was Vale’s turn.  They had been going well in the early part of the season with Damon Hall 
scoring a barrow load of points for them and the Wolves’ season was beginning to unravel with a 20 - 19 loss at St. 
Benedicts followed by a narrow Dean Schofield inspired defeat at the hands of Stockport.  Wilmslow actually led 17 - 12 
at half time, courtesy of two converted tries from Alex Donaldson and Ben Day, augmented by a Bob MacCallum penalty 
but with the elements in their favour, they had really needed another couple of scores to make a decent fist of it.  Storm 
Brian then worked itself up into a real old lather as it came in off the Celtic Sea straight down the ground, spitting its 
venom into the faces of  the Wilmslow players.  They didn’t stand a chance as the Vale cascaded down onto them to run 
in twenty nine unanswered second half points.  Since then, the Wolves form has been mixed whilst Vale, the visit of 
Douglas (IOM) excepted, have run riot against most sides they have come up against.  Only, Waterloo last week have 
got anywhere close to disturbing them.   
 
I don’t think you’d find any of the punters in The Artisan League prepared to bet against them winning the league this 
season.  But the Wolves have found a bit of form in the last fortnight and are probably one of the few sides equipped to 
stop the Vale bandwagon, if they can play any way like they played last week at Stockport.      

Ollie McCall playing for the Wolves in 

February 2017 against Vale of Lune 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/valeoflunerufc/


 
 
  

THE BRITAUTUMN INISH & IRISH  

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Friday 8 September 
FALCONS 19.45pm 

 
Friday 15th. September 
LONDON IRISH  8.00pm 

 
Friday 29th. September 
CLOUCESTER 8.00pm 

 
Friday 27th. October 

CHIEFS  19.45pm 
 

Friday 24th. November 
SAINTS  8.00pm 

 
22/23/24 December 

BATH 
 

05/06/07 January 
QUINS 

 

 

SIX NATIONS 

  3rd. February         Wales  v Scotland       Principality Stadium 
  3rd. February          France   v Ireland       Stade de France                  
 4th. February           Italy  v England          Rome 
 
10th. February         England v Wales        Twickenham 
10th.. February        Scotland  v France      Murrayfield 
10th. February         Ireland v Italy              Aviva Stadium 
 
23rd. February        France v Italy              Stade de France 
24th.February         Scotland v England     Murrayfield  
24th. February        Ireland v Wales           Aviva Stadium 
             
10th. March            France v England        Stade de France 
10th. March            Ireland v Scotland       Aviva Stadium 
11th March            Wales v Italy                Principality Stadium 
 
17th. March           England v Ireland        Twickenham 
17th. March           Wales v France           Principality Stadium 
17th. March           Italy v Scotland            Rome                 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


League North 1 West 

2017-18 

League Fixtures & Results—2017/2018 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  8-34  23-5   12-27 0-20 54-0 22-22 12-50   9-36 

Blackburn   23-12 42-7   26-10 12-6 38-0  10-31 18-28 19-12  

Burnage 40-27 17-17   20-21 24-10 35-36 42-7  27-14  31-34  15-17 

Carlisle   39-19   27-28  31-12 64-0 13-26 18-41 29-27 P  

Douglas IOM 42-5 3-7 16-27 19-15  75-17 36-24  30-3   22-10 30-35 22-20 

Manchester 10-9 19-36     19-10 63-24  15-24 19-33 10-7  P 

Northwich  15-0 22-8 25-10 30-17 13-14   P  P 33-23 20-17  

Rochdale 7-15 13-19  20-29 21-36 37-28 17-33  37-14  P  19-26  

St. Benedicts 9-41  14-36 6-15 18-20 12-28     P 8-17 0-26 20-19 

Stockport 16-15 32-20  38-19 26-25  15-34 33-24 43-0    14-27 14-38 

Vale of Lune 60-12  58-17 52-10 24-31 66-12    53-17  87-20 20-14 41-17 

Warrington 38-3 10-23 19-0 13-18  32-0 11-13 P  31-15   21-10 29-17 

Firwood Waterloo 31-33  22-29  39-23 33-21   76-0 24-17 13-15   25-19 

Wilmslow  18-17  34-18 45-24  19-11 50-7 80-0 17-24   35-33  
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TODAY’S OTHER 

MATCHES 
 

Altrincham Kersal 
v Warrington 

 
Blackburn v  

Douglas (IOM) 
 

Carlisle v  
Northwich 

 
Waterloo v  
Rochdale 

 
Manchester v 

Burnage 
 

St. Benedicts v 
Stockport 
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 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Vale of Lune 14 13 0 1 631 222 409 65 13 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 18 11 0 7 492 386 106 54 10 0 

Northwich 16 11 0 5 356 279 77 54 10 0 

Firwood Waterloo 17 9 0 8 463 335 128 53 17 0 

Blackburn 17 11 1 5 361 241 120 52 6 0 

Wilmslow 16 10 0 6 481 309 172 52 12 0 

Stockport 17 9 1 7 390 404 -14 47 9 0 

Warrington 17 9 0 8 370 337 33 47 11 0 

Burnage 17 7 1 9 399 404 -5 42 12 0 

Carlisle 17 7 0 10 367 425 -58 36 8 0 

Manchester 16 7 0 9 321 462 -141 30 2 0 

Altrincham Kersal 17 5 1 11 300 447 -147 27 5 0 

Rochdale 15 3 0 12 271 431 -160 18 6 0 

St Benedicts 16 1 0 15 104 624 -520 5 1 0 
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Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 

FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  

Take Away Menus 

 

Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 

SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 

 

www.bengaltigerlily.com 

 

Specialist in Domestic  
Extension and  

Design 
 
 

Paul Sheridon  

Tel. 07969 790075 
psherid@btconnect.com 

 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes 
the Wolves every  

success in 2017-18 

WRUFC is once again supporting Wooden Spoon, the children’s 
charity of rugby founded in 1983 to help improve the lives of disabled 
children locally. 
 
The Wooden Spoon Charity focuses on providing funding to 
organisations across the UK such as specialist schools, other 
charities and community projects that give support, treatment or 
respite care to children with disabling or life-limiting medical 
conditions or who are living in areas of severe social deprivation. 
 
Wooden Spoon has become one of the largest UK funders of respite 
and medical treatment centres, 
sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas and 
community-based programmes.  So far grants exceeding £22 million 
to 600  projects have been made, helping over 1 million young people 
and children in need.. 
 
In October 2011, Wooden Spoon was awarded the IRB Spirit of 
Rugby Award and as such is the first and only charity to receive this 
accolade. 
 
Every single penny a regional volunteer group raises for Wooden 
Spoon stays in that community and funds causes and projects local to 
them.  The club will look to raise funds for Wooden Spoon over the 
course of this season.  

 

 

 

 

 
PC AND LAPTOP 

REPAIR  
SPECIALISTS 

 
 

♦  Faulty Components     ♦  Power Supplies or Inlet Problems 

♦  Keyboard Failures   ♦  Broken Screens    ♦  Viruses  ♦  Loss of Data 

 
Wilmslow IT : Telehone 01625  533550 ♦ shop@wilmslowit.co.uk 

 
Knutsford IT ♦ 31 Tatton St. ♦ Knutsford  

Telephone 01565 650022 ♦ shop@knutsfordit.co.uk 



Just as soon as I lament the extended absence 
of some of the club’s most exciting players, than 
they suddenly turn up again.  Ed Stobart and 
Elliot Brierley were both outstanding last week, 
pure class, lifting those alongside them to new 
heights.  Whether it was the prospect of putting 
one across old team mates from Macclesfield 
and Sale, now at Stockport, that inspired them, I 
don’t know. 
 
It was the Wolves first ever win against 
Stockport.  The two sides hadn’t met in a 
competitive first team match since 2002-03.  In 
1998-99, before Wilmslow became known as the 
Wolves, there was a 17-17 draw in NW2 but you 
have to go back even further in the archives to 
find the last time Wilmslow won and even then it 
was almost certainly against Davenport not 
Stockport.   

 
Shortly after 98/99, the leagues were 
reorganised and Stockport started their advance 
which at one stage took them as far as National 
2 North.  
 
I did note that eleven of the players on 
Stockport’s team had come through their junior 
section, even though some of them had moved 
on for a while before returning.  That made me 
look at the Wolves, which contained ten players 
who had played junior rugby here.  It just 
showed the importance to middle ranking clubs 
of a vibrant junior section.  In Wilmslow’s case it 
is compounded by good rugby at Wilmslow High 
School.  We’re not Old Wilmslonians or 
Wilmslow HSFP but without the input from the 
school and our own junior section, we’d be a 
very different animal.   
 
We only have to remind ourselves of the early 
90s., when there was no school rugby to speak 
of and the junior section couldn’t raise any kind 
of colts side.  They were grim days indeed. 
 
 
This season’s colts, meanwhile continue to 
crown themselves in glory.  Last Sunday’s win at 
Widnes sees them 2nd. in Conference league C, 
still unbeaten and with games in hand against 
the leaders MAKOS. 
 
Several of them are also stalwarts on the Hawks, 
which helps to explain why Jim Senior’s side of 
ageing (not so) gentlemen are doing so well in 
their league.  I saw them play against 
Manchester and clearly the tactics were simple 
but correct.  The old ones just got the ball to the 
youngsters and then stood back and applauded 
as they ran in the tries.   
 
I wouldn’t think it’ll be long before Rick Jones 
wants to know more about some of these 
Hawks, not the old farts but the fledglings  
amongst them! 

In October 1967, Nick 
Tetley (the 3rd XV 
captain), put a notice on 
the board asking for 
volunteers for a weekend 
trip to France to play a 
team from Racing Club in 
the morning, followed by 
the France v England 
game in the afternoon.  
 
About thirty names went 
up very quickly, so Nick 
contacted our friend, 
Paul Bromley, an ex-
Wilmslow player then living and working in Paris, who knew 
several of the Racing Club people and they agreed to raise a team 
of the required quality. 
 
The game was 50 years ago this month and a party of twenty one 
duly set off for Paris. Six of us flying from Manchester (£20.11 
shillings) and the rest from Heathrow (£13.1 shilling) on the Friday 
afternoon. We arrived in the evening, dropped our luggage off at 
the Nation Hotel and set off for a night out, which was not the best 
of preparation for a game the following day. However, most of us 
were back in the hotel and in bed by two o’clock. I forget who it 
was who got up for a toilet visit and, as he closed the bedroom 
door, forgot that it was on a Yale lock and found himself naked on 
the landing. His room mates arrived at three o’clock, in a poor 
state, and one of them, one Jim Caldwell, kicked the door in. The 
following morning, everybody except “les amis personelles de 
Monsieur Bromley” were kicked out of the hotel. After breakfast in 
the square, we set off to Stade de Colombes for the game. We 
were expecting to be picked up at the nearest Metro station, but 
soon realised this was a bit of gamesmanship by the Racing team, 
so had to walk. It was quite a distance for poor Stephen Murray 
who had his leg in plaster having broken it a week or two before.  
 
We played on a subsidiary site behind the Stade on a pitch similar 
to that of ours on our last home game. Very muddy. Despite the 
previous night’s  lack of sleep, we won 5-3, with a try from Mike 
Higson, converted against all the odds, by Mike Howell. We sat 
down for a very good lunch, which we had to pay for, but the drinks 
(very nice red wine were free) and we were supplied with standing 
tickets to the International, at 5 francs each, that afternoon. There 

was not a large crowd and we could change ends at half-time. 
France won 9-5. 
 
In the evening, we invited the opposition captain, M. Cazauxt and 
the Racing Club President, M.Moutet for an excellent meal at the 
Restaurant Les Noces de Jeanette (still going strong). There was a 
balcony going right round the dining room and I am sorry to write 
that we were let down by one of our team, who “mooned” on all 
four sides. The French were very relaxed about it, but the staff and 
the other customers weren’t.  On Sunday, we were invited to Paul 
and Ingrid Bromley, who lived in a very small flat on the sixth floor 
of a large block. There was no lift, so we had to walk up a spiral 
staircase. All went well, except for Norman Herring, who climbed 
the wrong stairs and could see us all, but couldn’t get to us. He  
promptly vomited down the stairway but managed to get down the 
stairs and up again.  We returned home on Monday morning and 
went straight to work, having had a wonderful weekend. 
 
R.I.P. Nick Tetley, Paul Bromley. Mike Higson, David Herring, John 
O’Mahoney, David Ellis and Jonathan Bridge. 



Saturday 3rd. February 2018 
North 1 West  

Wilmslow v Vale of Lune   

15.  Ed Stobart                      
 
14.  Will Maslen 
13.     Harry Patch 
12.     Elliot Rowe 
11.  Toby Rowe 
 
10.   Bob MacCallum (capt.) 
9.   Sean Street 
 
1.   Jordan Ayrey  
2.   Conor McMurdock 
3.   Robert Taylor 
4.   Tom Bull 
5.        Max Wortley 
6.        Seb Pemberton 
7.   Adam Hewitt 
8.   Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Rhodri Lewis 
Charlie Gardiner 
Jack Masters                     

 
 
 
 
Sue Gardiner 
John Gardiner 
 
Ian Stewart 
Norman Herring 
 
Nigel Day  
KNH Plumbing 
M2 Recruitment 
Barry Fisher  
M.A.X Funding & Jon Hitch 
John Pemberton 
Robin Gregory 
Iain Milne  
 
 
Martin Cicognani 
John & Sue Gardiner 
 

Wilmslow XV and their Sponsors Vale of Lune XV 

PLAYERS AND THEIR 
SPONSORS 

 
The players and coaches would like to 

thank those organisations and individuals 
who have supported the cause of Wilmslow 
rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  

All the funds raised are directed towards 
funding coaching, kit, equipment, physios 

and team travel. 
 

If you would like to support the team by 
becoming a sponsor, then please let either 

Mike Blackett or David Pike in on the secret.  
There are players still looking for personal 

sponsors this season. 
 

Jordan Ayrey - Nigel Day 
Nick Barker - David Barker 
Sam Beckett - Bryn Lewis 

Elliot Brierley -  Loves Young Dreams 
Tom Bull -  Barry Fisher 

James Coulthurst - Curtaincraft 
Charlie Gardiner - Mike Clifford  

Ben Day -  Concept Group 
Alex Donaldson - John and Sue Gardiner 

Jonny Evans -  John Folds 
Ethan Harding - Jonty Fallows 
Adam Hewitt -  Robin Gregory 

Rhodri Lewis - Martin Cicognani 
Connor Loomans - Terra Nova and Peter 

Turner 
Bob MacCallum - Ian Stewart 

Conor McMurdock - KNH Plumbing 
Seb Pemberton - John Pemberton 

Elliott Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 
Toby Rowe - John and Sue Gardiner 

Matthew Shufflebottom - RHS Property 
Services  

Sean Street - Norman Herring 
  Alex Taylor - Iain Milne  

Robert Taylor -  M2 Recruitment 
Josh Whiteley - John Folds 

Ollie Wilkinson - Tim Holloway 
Max Wortley -  M.A.X  Funding & Jon Hitch 

   

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15     Ben Dorrington 
  
14.  Olly Jacques 
13.  Fergus Owens 
12.     Jack Turton 
11.     Chris Ramwell 
     
10.     Harry Finan      
9.   Billy Swarbrick 
       
1.  Jack Ferguson 
2.  Andy Powers 
3.  Ross Pillow  
4.       Andy Fellows 
5.       Dan Rainford 
6.       Jack Ayrton 
7.       Jack Sadler 
8.       Sam Wallbank (capt.) 
 
Subs 
James Maudley 
Adam Foxcroft 
Jonty Higgin 

TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

Mark Hiney 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 
 

Saturday 3rd. March  
 North 1 West 

WOLVES V WARRINGTON 
 

There are no fixtures on 10th. & 24th. February so it’s possible that 
one or other of the postponed matches could be played on those 

dates unless Barry Fisher has allocated all our players International 
Tickets. 

The Wolves play their next game on  
17th. February away at Rochdale.. 

 
ROCHDALE RUFC, MOORGATE 
AVENUE, ROCHDALE, OL11 5LU 

 
Take the M62 Eastbound, exiting at  
the M627 towards Rochdale (J20).  
At the end of the M627, take the 
first exit A664.  At the junction 

with Manchester Rd. (A58) cross 
over into the B6452.  You’re now 

heading in a north westerly 
direction.  At the junction with the 

B6222 turn left, past Rochdale 
Cemetery.  Moorgate Avenue is 
now the third turn on your right. 


