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Fixtures and Results 2019 - 20  

 

 

Wolves  

North 1 West 

 

 Vikings 

Sale Sharks 

Division 2 South 

 

September  7 
14 
21 
28 

BURNAGE 
Stockport 
NORTHWICH 
Penrith 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Anselmians 
NORTHWICH 
Altrincham Kersal 
CREWE & NANTWICH 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Broughton Park 
WARRINGTON 
Douglas IOM 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Lymm 
LIVERPOOL ST HELENS 
Holmes Chapel 
Didsbury Toc H (Cup) 

W 
L 
W 
P 

 

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
29 
30 

 
BOWDON 
Vale of Lune 
WATERLOO 
SANDBACH (Cheshire Vase) 

 
W 
W 
W 
L 

  
HELSBY 
Didsbury TOC H 
LIVERPOOL COLLEGIATE 
 
Manchester 

 
W 
W 
W 
 
W 

 

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

Birkenhead Park 
KESWICK 

W 
W 

 WIDNES 
Moore 

W 
L 

 

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

STOCKPORT 
Northwich 
PENRITH 
 

L 
L 
P 

 Northwich 
AlLTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Crewe & Nantwich 

W 
W 
W 

 

February 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

Altrincham Kersal 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Warrington 
PENRITH 
DOUGLAS IOM 

L 
W 
P 
W 
P 

 LYMM 
Liverpool St Helens 
HOLMES CHAPEL 
 
Helsby 

C 
W 
P 

 

March 7 
14 
21 
28 

Bowden 
VALE OF LUNE 
Waterloo 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

L  DIDSBURY TOC H 
Liverpool Collegiate 
MANCHESTER 
Widnes 

W  

April 4 
11 
18 
25 

Keswick 
 
Burnage 

   
 
MOORE 
ANSELMIANS 

  

Halbro Senior U18 Colts : Senior League CC 

September 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Sefton 

W 
W 
W 

 February 2 
9 

16 
23 

Southport 
CALDY 

 

October 6 
13  
20 
27 

ALDWINIANS 
Whitchurch 
 

  March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

November 3 
10 
17 
24 

 
 
SOUTHPORT 
Littleborough 

  April  5 
12 
19 
26 

  

December 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
January 5 

12 
19 
26 

 
SEFTON 
 
Aldwinians 
 
 
 
 
WHITCHURCH 

     

A warm welcome to Wilmslow Rugby Club for our game today against Vale of Lune. As well as welcoming 
our visitors, we also welcome one of the club sponsors, Morris Homes who are hosting a lunch today at the 
club. Morris Homes are one of the country’s largest and most respected independently owned house 
builders. Based in Wilmslow they have been building quality new homes for over 60 years. Thank you for 
your ongoing support and we all hope that you enjoy the game. 
 
Our opponents today have had a mixed season, winning 8 and losing 12 of their games. They currently lie in 
9th position in the league with 45 points. Last week they travelled to Douglas IOM where they lost 30-7. The 
weekend suffered a major upheaval with the collapse of Flybe and Vale had to revise their travel 
arrangements at the last minute.  Work commitments for many meant that they couldn’t travel on the Friday 
afternoon boat and caught the 2.00 am ferry to Douglas which arrived at 6.00am!! Hardly the preparation 
they would have liked for a tough game. However, as a marker for other teams, Vale set a great example of 
meeting their commitments despite the off-pitch upheavals. I’m glad we have already played in the IOM but 
spare a thought for the Douglas team who now have to travel every other week on the ferry until flights are 
organised. 
 
In welcoming Vale of Lune to Wilmslow we also welcome back their coach and former Wilmslow player, 
Joel Unsworth.  Joel and his family spent many years at Wilmslow playing, coaching, helping and supporting 
the club. Sadly, I am not here this weekend but in writing this I pass on my regards to the Unsworth family. 
 
Last week the Wolves were away at Bowdon for another local derby. As we arrived at the club, we saw 
posters of Jonty Fallows, our former President who recently passed away. We were joined for lunch by 
Jonty’s son, Ben who has played for both Wilmslow and Bowdon and he now coaches the U16’s at Bowdon 
where Freddie Fallows plays. The Ally’s were well looked after by our old friends and rivals who were 
hoping for the victory to try to secure their position in North One West next season. The game was very 
close with Bowdon edging the match 34-33 and the Wolves were in it right up to the last minute when we 
were looking like scoring having camped on their line. As the ball was coming out of a ruck it was pulled 
back in by a Bowdon player only for the referee to decide that Wilmslow knocked on. Scrum to Bowdon in 
red time and it was all over. Bowdon had their 4th win of the season and celebrated into the wee small hours.  
 
There were some great performances last week from many of our players with Mark Jennings and Jim 
Coulthurst each scoring a brace of tries and Sean Street also going over for a try. However, my man of the 
match was Sam Lawton at 7 who put in some great tackles and made some great breaks before coming off 
with another injury to his nose. I hope its not broken as he’s only just had it reset!! 
 
Last week the Vikings (2nd XV) continued their winning streak by beating Didsbury Toc H away 5-40 and 
maintain their 14-point lead at the top of Halbro Division 2 South. Today they are away at Liverpool 
Collegiate and we wish them well for another victory. 
 
Tomorrow we once again host the Wilmslow Running Festival. This event now comprises The Wilmslow 
Half Marathon, The Wilmslow 10k and the 2.5k Fun Run. Nigel Day is once again rounding up an army of 
helpers so if anyone can lend a hand it will be more than welcome. Good luck to those who are competing 
and I hope the weather is kind to you. 





 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2019- 2020 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/Wilmslow 
 
Magazine Editor and  
Club Press Officer 
David Pike 
Tel 01625 525616 
M   07886 588524 
E mail  
davidpike61220@ talktalk.net 
 
 

Hon. President 
Chris George 
Immediate Past President  
Nigel Day 
Hon. Club Chairman 
Jon Hitch 
Hon. Secretary 
Rob Milner 
Hon. Treasurer 
Alan Hill 
 
NORTH 1 WEST  
www.rfu.com 
www.rfunorth.com 
 
HALBRO NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES 
www.nowirul.org.uk 
Wolves Captain 

Club Captain 
Ben Day 
Wolves Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Vice Captain 
Ethan Harding 
Head Coach 
Cris Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Mark Jennings 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Jez Sumner 
Vikings Coaches 
Steve Braddock 
Al McLennan 
Mark Bartlem 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2019-20 
 

academy.unitingambition.com : Barry Fisher :  
Beauchamp Charles : Brooks Ltd : Bryn Lewis : Byrom : 

Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  
Country Home Furnishing : Nigel Day : Chris George : 
Curtaincraft : CVSL : David Barker : Drew Donaldson : 

Edge Fencing : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  
gas-elec : Grant McKechnie : Gusto Alderley Edge  

Hallams Property Consultants :  
Edge Fencing : Iain Milne  : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  

KNH Plumbing : Loose Headz.co.uk: Martin Cicnognani :  
M2 Recruitment : Mike Blackett : Morris Homes : Neubria  

Nick Jones Photography : Norman Herring  
Nick Fiennes : O’Neills : On Point Developments :  

Performance Acoustics : Peter Turner : Printerland  
Quilter : RHS Property Services : Run Creative :  

S C & P Jones 
Shoosmiths : The Cheshire Butcher : T15 Consultancy  

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Waters : Wilmslow Preparatory School  

TSG Properties : TWP Wealth : Wheatsheaf Press : 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass : Wizard Tea Room 

 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 

 Matches against Vale of Lune have been one of the highlights of the rugby season 
for a number of years now.  There have been plenty of reasons for that, not least 
a sense of occasion, whether they’re coming here or we’re heading up the M6 to 
Lancaster.  They’ve always been attractive games to watch, well contested and in 
most cases ending up with a narrowish sort of a win for one side or the other.  I 
haven’t looked at recent records but I feel that the honours between the two clubs 
are more or less equally shared.  Vale always bring a decent bunch of supporters 

to the Memorial Ground and there’s always a good sprinkling of Wilmslow members ready to go to Powderhouse 
Lane. 
 
And then, of course, there was 2017/18, when Vale ran away with this league and were probably just a bit overdone 
when they visited us for a rearranged match up on the Jim  Evison Field at the end of April that season.  Wilmslow ran 
out winners that day to finish second behind Vale and then won a thriller of a play off against Driffield a couple of 
weeks later.  Much good, it did us, as we were both promptly ejected from the higher league.  Two of the sides to 
have gone up last season, Carlisle and Morpeth also look set for a prompt return to Level 6 rugby.  Blackburn, 
however, are doing well in sixth place some way behind the top five pacesetters.  How they’ve achieved that, I 
couldn’t possibly say! 
 
Vale are now going through a rebuild.  Their new team has been languishing throughout in the second half of the 
table, albeit with no fears of relegation, and I wouldn’t bet against them becoming a force in this league next season.  

Wilmslow, in contrast, looked all set for 
another crack at Level 5 last Christmas but 
a whole combination of factors now makes 
that look unlikely and we too probably have 
to think in terms of a rebuild sooner rather 
than later.    
 
This year, Vale have picked up wins on the 
road at Keswick, Penrith and Warrington 
but have gone down at home to Stockport 
and Firwood Waterloo.  Like us, they also 
crashed at Bowdon by 35 - 14. 
 
Last week, they lost by 30 - 6 across in the 
IOM but earned the gratitude of their hosts 
by turning up at all.  They had to take the 
Heysham - Douglas route and as anyone 
who has travelled on an Irish Sea ferry 
during the winter months will know, it can 
be just a tad rough, bouncing along on the 
top of a nasty short beam sea. 

WHAT THEY SAID AT PENRITH 
Penrith's management team were delighted with the effort and spirit shown by their makeshift side at the end of a difficult week, they were also 
delighted to win a losing bonus point at the death with the last kick of the game.  This was Penrith's second attempt to play this game and they 
almost had as many problems this week raising a side as they did the week they couldn't travel because of lack of numbers. They named an 18 
man squad on Thursday only for there to be one cry off on Friday evening and another unforgivably on Saturday morning without telling anyone 
and just not turning up. This resulted in both the coaches naming themselves on the bench to fulfil the fixture. 
 
There had been talk the game might be off due to a waterlogged pitch but a let up in the rain and a strong wind had combined to make the ground 
playable but conditions were testing, It was very soft underfoot and there was a wind gusting down the ground.  
 
The home side had first use of the slope and wind and soon had the Cumbrians under immense pressure in their own 22, Penrith defended for 
their lives with some desperate last ditch tackling and made life as difficult as they could for the home side who were dominating the proceedings. 
The away side were leaking penalties as they strove to keep their line intact and Wilmslow had a string of attacking 5m lineouts and scrums but 
could not get themselves over the line. 
 
It was a credit to the away side's tenacity that it took the almost 20 minutes before Wilmslow could open the scoring but then a second try quickly 
followed and it was then a credit to their spirit that Penrith hung on in there and didn't allow the them another score in the rest of the first half with 
the gale at their backs and a two man numerical advantage.. 
 
Brad Quail was unlucky to be yellow carded as he covered back when the home side made a clean break from half way, he ran down and tackled 
one attacker who got the ball away and then caught the second but was adjudged to have used a high tackle. Penrith received a second yellow 
for persistent offside and had to play the final 10 minutes of the half with 13 men  
 
Mike Sanderson’s full report can be read on Penrith’s web site 

Vale of  Lune RUFC 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/valeoflunerufc/


Division 2 South 2019-20 

2nd. February 
Colts Senior C 
Southport 39 - 14 Colts 
 
8th. February 
Division 2 South 
Liverpool St. Helens 0 - 33 
Vikings   
 
15th. February 
Division 2 South 
Vikings P Holmes Chapel 
 
16th. February 
Aldwinians 0 - 20 Colts 
 
7th. March 
Didsbury TOC H 5—40 Vikings 

Senior Colts Conference League - C 2019 -20 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Southport 12 12 0 0 389 78 311 0 60  

Wilmslow 11 7 0 4 233 162 71 1 38 -2 

Whitchurch 11 6 0 5 225 139 86 2 36  

Aldwinians 10 4 1 5 132 240 -108 0 28  

Caldy 11 3 0 8 164 275 -111 1 24  

Littleborough 10 3 0 7 138 285 -147 2 24  

Sefton Senior 11 2 1 8 179 281 -102 4 23 -2 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Wilmslow Vikings  20 18 0 2 664 186 478 1 93  

Holmes Chapel 20 14 0 6 499 296 203 3 79  

Moore 19 13 0 6 500 345 155 1 72  

Altrincham Kersal Cougars 20 13 0 7 635 411 224 2 71  

Liverpool St Helens 20 13 0 7 324 338 -14 0 71  

Didsbury Toc H 19 12 0 7 494 359 135 1 68  

Crewe & Nantwich 20 10 0 10 415 357 58 2 60  

Widnes 18 9 0 9 413 364 49 2 56  

Manchester 20 8 0 12 606 470 136 3 54  

Anselmians 20 8 0 12 358 482 -124 1 52  

Liverpool Collegiate 20 8 0 12 381 567 -186 1 52  

Northwich 21 6 0 15 345 677 -332 3 48  

Lymm Eagles 20 4 0 16 427 788 -361 2 36  

Helsby 19 2 0 17 191 612 -421 3 29  

Concedes: Anselmians 1, Helsby 1, Crewe & Nantwich 1, Manchester 1, LSH 1, Lymm Eagles 1 

Concedes: Whitchurch1 

For those of you who do not read the Telegraph, I thought Brian Moore’s piece about paying players was exactly my 
feelings and I couldn’t agree more. The main paragraphs are well worth forwarding. 
 
“We should start with the RFU review into payments allowed at all levels of the game. That became a fudge and failed to 
grasp the essential point that we are allowing payments to players who do not deserve them and thus taking money out 
of a sport that cannot afford it.  What is needed is a complete ban on any payment below the Championship, because 
Clubs are having to find sums of anywhere between £30,000 and £120,000 a year before they address any other 
expenditure. And for what? For players who could not get anywhere near a professional contract because they are not 
good enough.  All this money should be spent expanding mini, junior and women’s sections within lower league clubs. 
Not only would this make them better and bigger community clubs, it would increase the chances of producing that small 
percentage of players with the talent to go on to play professional and international rugby. It would also restore what 
lower-league rugby is meant to be about – fun; competitive, but fun, friendship and lifelong memories.  We are allowing a 
series of local businessmen to distort the lower leagues for their own vanity. Their investment is often made up solely to 
steal players developed by other clubs and advance up leagues until they decide to end their largesse, leaving clubs to 
plummet and sometimes to go under.” 
 
I think there are some diehard clubs who are still paying players, but the majority have seen sense and the matches are 
now more even. There are only seven points between the second club, Waterloo, and the seventh, Birkenhead Park, in 
our League.  

https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Southport%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Wilmslow%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Whitchurch%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Aldwinians%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Littleborough%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Sefton%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Wilmslow%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Holmes%20Chapel&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Moore&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Altrincham%20Kersal%20Cougars%20%282nd%20XV%29&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Liverpool%20St%20Helens%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Didsbury%20Toc%20H%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Crewe%20%26%20Nantwich%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Widnes%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Manchester%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Anselmians%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Liverpool%20Collegiate%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Northwich%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Lymm%20Eagles&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Helsby&Season=2019/2020


 

The business end of the season will soon be upon us.  At the top, there are still seven sides theoretically in the mix for 
the top two spots.  Burnage got over the shock of losing at home to Stockport a fortnight ago by winning narrowly at 
Penrith last week to retain their lead at the top but ominously for them and everyone else, it’s Firwood Waterloo, who 
look the form team at the moment.  They’ve only lost once this year and that was away at Burnage by just two points.  
Everybody else have been convincingly dealt with.  Last week it was the turn of Warrington to feel the Waterloo steel.    
 
The next five are clustered together with only four points separating them.  Any one of Altrincham Kersal, Northwich, 
Birkenhead Park, Stockport and Wilmslow could be thereabouts, come the end of April 
 
At the bottom, it’s hard to see how Keswick and Warrington can avoid the drop to N2W.  They play each other today in 
Warrington so one would expect the home side to take the points and if Waterloo do for Bowdon, something Wilmslow 
couldn’t do last week, the margin between 12 and 13 in the table could be down to just six points.  Vale, Penrith and 
Broughton Park all look far enough ahead to not be too worried about getting sucked into a relegation struggle.   
 
Penrith 10 - 15 Burnage 
Penrith, on the back of a run of seven straight defeats, ran Burnage very close and there can be little doubt that were 
they in a better run of form with a bit more confidence they would have turned them over.  Penrith was as near as it has 
been to a first choice selection.  They started well and were ahead after seven minutes from a penalty lineout and catch 
and drive.  A second try soon followed when left winger Josh Dowson broke the Burnage line and fed Tom Lindsay to 
score, his second of the afternoon. 
  
Burnage hit back with a score in the corner, a penalty try and penalty to lead 15-10 at the break.  They were then 
relieved to hold on in the second half.  Penrith had their chances and on another day could easily have taken the spoils. 
 
Douglas 30 - 7 Vale of Lune 
With the demise of Flybe, Vale had to take the 2.00am ferry from Heysham, arriving Douglas at 6.00am., and the return 
ferry at 8.00pm.  Hardly ideal but the spirit was there and Vale honoured their commitment.  Everybody turned up and 
made the most of it but it was hardly surprising that fatigue should take its toll during the game.  Douglas started with two 
unconverted tries before Vale hit back with a seven pointer just before half time.  Douglas then ran in four more tries in 
the second period as Vale’s energy levels just faded away. 
 
The spirit of rugby shone through brightly, writes Stuart Vernon.  Vale’s U13s were on the same ferry back after a 
successful short tour to the island, the crossing was a bit rough, there was plenty of sea sickness but the smiles quickly 
returned in the calmer waters of Heysham Bay. 
 
Firwood Waterloo 32 - 10 Warrington  
After a three week weather induced break, this was a scrappy performance of mishandling by both sides in squally 
conditions to be remembered for all the wrong reasons.  ‘loo though got the five points they were looking for, scoring five 
tries with Warrington hitting back with two of their own in the second half. 
 
 



 
19th. October 3.00pm 

GLOUCESTER 
 

8th. November 7.45pm 
WASPS 

 
21st. January 3.00pm 

NORTHAMPTON SAINTS 
 

3 January 7.45pm 
HARLEQUINS 

 
22nd. February 3.00pm 

LEICESTER TIGERS 
 

7th. March 3.00pm 
LONDON IRISH 

 
28th. March 3.00pm 

EXETER CHIEFS 
 

18th. April 3.00pm 
BRISTOL SHOGUNS 

 
9th. May 3.00pm 

SARACENS 
 

16th. May 3.00pm 
BATH 

 
5th. June 3.00pm 

WORCESTER WARRIORS 
 

SIX NATIONS 2020 
The Six Nations should have been 
finishing today in the ’Eternal City’ but 
fears of the corona virus have put a stop 
to that.  There’s no reason though why 
you shouldn’t indulge with a Britalian style supper which would have 
been the thing for the occasion.  Real Italian meals are based around a 
strict four course structure.  You start with antipasti and then move onto a primi, which is normally a 
pasta or risotto dish, a seconde which will be meat or fish course and then finally a fruttae or dolce, which doesn’t seem 
to need any explanation from me.  It seems pretty good to me so here goes. 
 
CRAB CROSTINI AND WATERCRESS SOUP 
For the soup, you’ll need unsalted butter, olive oil, a chopped onion, 150g tinned cannellini beans, chicken or vegetable 
stock, watercress, spinach, seasoning, double cream and chilli flakes (optional) 
 
Soften the onion in the butter and oil with a pinch of salt until turning colour.  Add the beans and stock and simmer for 5 
minutes,  Stir in the watercress and spinach, turn off the heat and allow the vegetables to wilt.  Blend and season.  Serve 
with cream and chilli flakes. 
 
For the crostini: you’ll need a dressed crabmeat, lemon juice, diced red chilli, olive oil and ciabatta slices. 
 
Mix the crab, lemon juice and chilli together and allow the flavours to intermingle in the fridge for up to 24 hours.  Drizzle 
the oil over the sliced ciabatta and bake for 5-10 minutes, spread with the crab mixture and serve with the soup. 
 
ASPARAGUS AND CLAM RISOTTO 

Chicken stock, olive oil, chopped onion, garlic cloves, chilli, crushed fennel seeds, roughly chopped asparagus, arborio 
rice, glass of white wine, clams, cockles or mussels, chopped parsley. 
 
Sften the onion, garlic, chilli, fennel seeds and asparagus in the olive oil.  Stir in the rice.  Add the wine and allow to 
bubble.  Gradually add the stock, a ladleful per time as required.  Keep the rice moist during cooking and when it is soft 
add the clams and steam until they are open.  When serving, sprinkle over a garnish of basil or parsley. 
 
MILANESE STYLE PORK OR VEAL CUTLET 

Milanese means that the meat is coated with breadcrumbs before frying in olive oil.  Ideally, the cutlets should be cut as 
thinly as possible and still be on the bone.  If you can’t get veal, then use thinly cut rump steak.  In this country, our beef 
is slaughtered so young, it’s near veal anyway.  Rose veal is best though. 
 
Coat the veal in seasoned beaten eggs, then simply cover on both sides in white or golden breadcrumbs.  I use a coffee 
bean grinder to make the crumbs from slightly stale bread and add some seasoning, cayenne and chopped parsley.  Fry 
for a couple of minutes on each side until crisp and golden and serve with saute potatoes and a green vegetable such as 
spinach or broccoli. 
 
PEARS POACHED IN RED WINE WITH MASCARPONE AND GORGONZOLA 
300ml water, 300ml fruity red wine, 200g sugar, strips of lemon rind, cinnamon stick, 8 black peppersorns, 8 under ripe 
pears, 1 tbsp red currant jelly, 500g gorgon zola, 250g mascarpone. 
 

Heat the water, wine and sugar until dissolved.  Add the cinnamon, lemon rind and black peppercorns.  Peel the pears 
without removing their stalks but cut a small piece from their bottoms so they will stand upright.  Lay them in the poaching 
liquid and cook at a low simmer until tender.  Ensure every part of the pears touches the wine mixture.  The slower the 
better. 
 
Remove the pears to a bowl.  Add the recurrant jelly to the poaching liquid and reduce to a syrup.  Cool, pour over the 
pears, cover with cling film and refrigerate overnight.   
 
To serve, place a pear upright on a plate together with a wedge of cheese and a scoop of mascarpone. 
 
And now the wine.  It has to be an Italian for this meal but that’s no hardship as there’s plenty of decent Italian wine 
around at about a tenner.  For the crostini and risotto, go for a Verdicchio or Gavi.  These are northern Italian wines but 
there’s plenty of decent white wine from other parts of Italy.  If in doubt, tell your supplier what you’re going to eat and let 
him or her make the recommendations.  That’s partly why buying your wine from a specialist is better than a supermarket 
because the staff in the former have a better idea of what they’re talking about. 
 
For the pork or veal, switch across to a medium bodied red wine.  Again, plenty to choose from.  ‘Dogajollo’ from Majestic 
is an interesting hybrid described as a ‘Super Tuscan’, whatever that means.  It’s predominantly made from Tuscany’s 
stand out grape ‘Sangiovese’ and then blended, with other varieties, which are not necessarily of Italian origin. But it’s on 
offer at the moment and in my opinion is a very good tenner’s worth, especially if you screw the top off and allow it to 
breathe for a few hours before consumption.   Majestic also have a Nebbioli from Barbaresco at about the same price 
which is a very good alternative.  In the £10 category, there’s a lot of good Italian stuff to choose from. 
 

Saturday 1st. February          Wales v Italy  Principality Stadium 2.15pm 

                                               Ireland v Scotland Aviva Stadium 4.45pm 

 

Sunday 2nd. February            France v England Stade de France 3.00pm                                                                         
 

Saturday 8th. February           Ireland v Wales Aviva Stadium 2.15pm 

                                               Scotland v England Murrayfield 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 9th. February             France v Italy Stade de France 3.00pm. 

 

Saturday 22nd. February        Italy v Scotland Stadio Olimpico 2.15pm. 

                                               Wales v France Principality Stadium 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 23rd. February           England v Ireland Twickenham 3.00pm 
 

Saturday 7th. March               Ireland v Italy Aviva Stadium 2.15pm. 

                                               England v Wales Twickenham 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 8th. March                 Scotland v France Murrayfield 3.00pm 

 

Saturday 14th. March            Wales v Scotland Principality Stadium .15pm 

                                               Italy v England Stadio Olimpico 4.45pm 

                                               France v Ireland Stade de France 8.00pm 
 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


NORTH 1 WEST  

2019-20 

League Fixtures & Results - 2019/2020 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  31-17 49-3 28/3 34-35 27-10 P 44-24 17-25 29-24 14/3 18/4 38-13 37-24 

Birkenhead Park 15-24  35-24 44-7 4/4 14/3 31-21 71-7 35-20 60-10 36-3 43-22 50-7 22-24 

Bowdon 7-24 14-25  18/4 24-35 38-15 14/3 36-5 12-38 12-31 28/3 35-14 15-23 34-33 

Broughton Park 10-41 29-62 34-14  21-6 10-8 19-58 68-10 21/3 34-20 12-15 20-22 4/4 17-24 

Burnage 40-37 29-15 59-29 14/3  57-27 27-25 45-21 26-19 28-18 21-27 28/3 57-22 18/4 

Douglas 4/4 22-17 33-7 39-7 21/3  15-17 24-22 6-17 36-7 31-0 30-7 20-8 38-34 

Firwood Waterloo 16-12 38-22 63-10 61-15 37-27 49-20  28/3 27-14 18/4 35-12 20-14 32-10 21/3 

Keswick 7-32 5-36 21/3 0-24 P 0-36 8-25  12-52 10-39 18/4 3-24 12-6 4/4 

Northwich 29-14 18/4 41-17 23-15 24-20 28/3 16-12 P  14/3 21-15 21-20 27-3 41-22 

Penrith 21/3 37-30 4/4 10-15 10-15 17-27 43-22 19-26 29-39  31-29 0-12 29-10 32-27 

Stockport 27-26 20-20 33-17 34-12 23-43 45-15 4/4 69-3 31-21 41-26  38-29 21/3 22-29 

Vale of Lune 24-26 21/3 40-24 P 12-17 20-10 12- 41 43-5 4/4 19-28 19-25  28-18 12-19 

Warrington 22-25 13-19 P 20-19 12-52 18/4 7-17 14/3 22-33 28/3 7-32 18-21  P 

Wilmslow 28-15 28/3 59-14 23-17 36-32 P 34-6 56-8 35-14 21-14 8-17 14/3 47-22  
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THIS WEEK’S  
OTHER  

MATCHES 
 

Altrincham Kersal v 

Stockport 

 

Birkenhead Park v 

Douglas (IOM) 

 
Bowdon v  

Firwood Waterloo 

 

Burnage v  

Broughton Park 

 

Northwich v Penrith 

 

Warrington v  

Keswick 
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 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Burnage 20 15 0 5 671 476 195 78 18 0 

Firwood Waterloo 20 15 0 5 622 368 254 73 13 0 

Altrincham Kersal 20 13 0 7 572 400 172 72 20 0 

Birkenhead Park 21 13 1 7 705 407 298 71 17 0 

Northwich 20 15 0 5 535 390 145 70 10 0 

Wilmslow 19 13 0 6 583 414 169 69 17 0 

Stockport 21 13 1 7 558 462 96 68 14 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 20 11 0 9 462 406 56 56 12 0 

Vale of Lune 20 8 0 12 414 441 -27 45 13 0 

Penrith 21 8 0 13 474 542 -68 44 17 -5 

Broughton Park 20 7 0 13 405 534 -129 38 10 0 

Bowdon 20 4 0 16 386 689 -303 23 7 0 

Warrington 19 2 0 17 266 573 -307 12 4 0 

Keswick 19 2 0 17 188 739 -551 11 3 0 

 

2019-20 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 
 

 



We are rightfully proud of all our meat but particularly 
our prime beef, which is hung on the bone for at least 
28 days.  This method of ageing meat is known as dry 
ageing. Dry ageing beef is done by hanging meat in a 
controlled, closely watched, refrigerated environment. 
If you ever had a good, aged steak, you know it is 
more tender and flavourful than what you can 
typically buy in the supermarket. The reason for this is 
that ageing allows natural enzymes to breakdown the 
hard connective tissue in meats and for water to 
evaporate away, concentrating the flavour especially 
in the steaks 

Cherry  Tree  Farm  

Lees  Lane     

Mottram St .  Andrew 
 

Tue - Fri 8.00am - 5.30pm 

Sat         8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun        10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, 

Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and 
Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

THE CHESHIRE BUTCHER AND FARM SHOP AT CHERRY TREE FARM 

We are a family run Tearoom in Alderley 
Edge, housed in a beautiful National Trust 

building and situated right next to The Edge 
- perfect for a stop after a country walk.  

 
We believe in keeping it fresh, local and 

homemade, and use produce from locally 
sourced suppliers and farms wherever 

possible, keeping our ingredients British, 
and our menu small - but tasty!. We are dog 
friendly (of course), and have a large outside 

seating area to compliment the seating 
inside.  

 
We are open all year round 7 days a week. 

 

 GEOFF MITCHELL 
 

There were over a hundred mourners 
at Geoff’s funeral last Monday, not 
bad for a man who would have been 

94 next Tuesday. 
 

I hadn’t realised what a sportsman 
Geoff had been. He went to Jesus 

College, Cambridge and got a “Blue” 

in Rugby, Football, Swimming and 
Water Polo. 

 
He played rugby forty-eight times for 

Yorkshire; played for the North East 
Counties against the Australians and 

had an England Trial.  

He came to Wilmslow in 1951, 
captained the 1st XV in1955-56 and 

1958-59, then became President 
twice, in 1974-76 and 1982-84. 

 
He was also Fixture Secretary and 

wrote the programme notes for many 
years.  

 

Until only a couple of months ago, he 

came to the club regularly to have 
lunch and to watch the 1st. XV play. 

 
Barry Fisher 

 
 

Jonty Fallows and Geoff Mitchell, 

both now in a different place 



Wolves Players and Personal Sponsors 2019-20 

Jordan Ayrey Grant McKechnie Bob MacCallum Brooks Ltd 

Chris Barber Nick Fiennes Ollie McCall Jonty Fallows 

Mark Bartlem Jonty Fallows Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Sam Beckett Bryn Lewis Conor McMurdock KNH Plumbing 

Tom Bull Barry Fisher James Nicholson Drew Donaldson 

James Coulthurst Curtaincraft Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Fraser Crawford Performance Acoustics Kieran O’Rourke Jon Hitch 

Ben Day Chris George Mike Parker Brooks Ltd 

Alex Donaldson Barry Fisher Harry Patch Run Creative 

Jonny Evans Mike Blackett Seb Pemberton Wizard Tea Rooms 

Gus Fiennes Brooks Ltd Andy Rimmer Norman Herring 

Charlie Gardiner KNH Plumbing Elliot Rowe Wizard Tea Rooms 

Ethan Harding Brooks Ltd Matt Shufflebottom T15 Consultancy 

Adam Hewitt Wilmslow U13s Loui Staples Drew Donaldson 

Rick Hughes David Barker Sean Street David Barker 

Mark Jennings Nick Jones Photography Jez Sumner Chris George 

Danny Kennedy Neubria Adam Taher Norman Herring 

Jonny Kennedy  Alex Taylor Iain Milne 

Jamie Kingdon CVSL Rob Taylor M2 Recruitment 

Sam Lawton Nigel Day Jack Walmsley Bryn Lewis 

Ollie Lee Jon Hitch Ollie Wilkinson T15 Consultancy 

Will Lees Performance Acoustics Tommy Wilkinson M2 Recruitment 

James Lewis Wilmslow U13s George Witham Brooks Ltd 

Rhodri Lewis Martin Cicnognani   Ollie Witham Brooks Ltd 

Jack Masters Run Creative   

PLAYERS AND  SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and individuals who are supporting the cause of 

Wilmslow rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed towards funding coaching, kit, 
equipment, physios, team travel and other team expenses.  No payments are made whatsoever to any individual to 

play.  Our players are all amateurs, albeit at the serious end of amateurism.  They train regularly as a team and put in 
a lot of time and personal effort to ensure their fitness to play at what is a demanding level.. 

 



PROPOSED LEAGUE RESTRUCTURING 
Every ten years or so the RFU decides to have a major review of the structure of the leagues.  This is now upon us again with a view and 
survey towards having a new structure in place for season 2021/22.   
 
Amongst the reasons given were concerns with the amount of time and distance being travelled by some clubs, player welfare, quality of 
player experience, quality of competition and the financial stability of clubs.   
 
Travelling for a club such as ours at Level 6, as it now stands is not particularly onerous but it was last season at Level 5 and involved a 
substantial increase in cost to the club.  We also know that in club second and third teams, players just do not want to travel long distances 
so they don’t and are quickly lost to the game.  There is a also a formula for part of the cost of distant travel by 1st. teams to be refunded to 
the clubs concerned by the RFU but the cynic in me wonders whether at the bottom of this, there is a desire by the RFU to reduce its 
commitment to a club’s travelling costs.   
 
What exactly is meant by player welfare, I’m not sure.  Is it an issue with clubs having to use nearly fifty players a season in their 1st. XV 
largely because of injuries?   
 
Quality of experience would seem to me to include, not only, issues about injuries but there’s also the game itself.  We have to ask whether 
the fast, fluid game, loaded with big hits, played by super fit professionals is one that can still be enjoyed by the ordinary club player.  With 
the decline in the number of teams in clubs, there are clear signs that the game as currently run is losing its popularity.  It would be a shame 
if rugby were to go the same way as American Football where outside the professional franchises and colleges, there simply isn’t any.  Is 
there a case for the laws of the game in the community game to be either slightly different or to be interpreted slightly differently. 
 
Again, what is meant by the financial stability of clubs?  Is this another attempt by the RFU to deal with the issue of payments to players by 
clubs who can’t afford them?  At what level should there be a zero salary cap and player sponsorship banned.  And what expenses are 
legitimate?  
 
Players and clubs are being invited to put forward their views on any recommendations from the RFU’s organising committee through their 
respective CBs (Constituency Branch).  In our case, our CB is Cheshire RFU.  In turn our committee is keen to consult with the club’s 
membership. 
 
There are at least two new structures being considered, both of them moving in the same direction as previous reorganisations to have the 
effect of flattening out the pyramid. 

 
At this stage, option 1 appears to have the most support from those so far consulted.  Discussion is still on going on whether some second 
teams should go into Level 6 but it would sort out what to do with the half dozen or so sides in the Cotton Traders Premiership and allow the 
Cotton Traders Championship, where our second team should be residing to be formed into a proper twelve club league.  You can see that 
under these proposals Level 6 would become a very different animal from what it is now.  

Nothing has been said about the level at which the Lancashire clubs would rejoin. 

The next phase of the process will be a series of regional road shows coming up this spring, one of which will be in Cheshire/Lancashire to 

which every CB member will be invited to send two delegates, one of whom must be a present player.  The survey is still open so players 
and admin are encouraged to complete the survey to ensure the RFU get as much opinion as possible. To date  there have been 5,500 
responses fairly evenly split between coaches, players, refs, admin and supporters.  Cheshire RFU would like to canvass opinion on the 
right amount of promotion and relegation (ie. churn) in a 12 club league, the role or not of playoffs and the insertion of 2nd. teams at level 6.  
if you have any views that you would like Wilmslow’s delegates to put forward, then please let Jon Hitch know. 
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Wolves Players, Appearances and Point Scor-
ers 2019 - 20 

       

Jordan Ayrey 7 1    5 

Nick Barker 1      

Sam Beckett 3      

Guy Colongne-Brooks 1      

James Coulthurst 16 8    40 

Sam Cutts 17 5    25 

Ben Day 15 8    40 

Alex Donaldson 1      

Charlie Gardiner 7      

Sammy Graham  1 1    5 

Ethan Harding 18 3   4 23 

Adam Hewitt 16 1    5 

Richard Hughes 6      

Mark Jennings 15 9   3 51 

Chris Jones 2 1    5 

Danny Kennedy 8 1    5 

Jonny Kennedy 5 3   3 21 

Jamie Kingdon 15 11    55 

Sam Lawton 15 1    5 

Ollie Lee 9      

Rhodri Lewis 9 1    5 

Bob MacCallum 18 2  6 52 126 

Conor McMurdock 8 1    5 

Jack Masters 16 2    10 

James Nicholson 4      

Matthew Norfolk-Clarke 8 2    10 

Kieran O’Rourke 10 2    10 

Harry Patch 3 1    5 

Rick Parker 1      

Mike Parker 9      

Seb Pemberton 15 2    10 

Andy Rimmer 6 1    5 

Toby Rowe 1      

Matt Shufflebottom 12      

Loui Staples 1      

Ollie Stockwin 11      

Sean Street 16 15    75 

Adam Taher 14 5    25 

Alex Taylor 14 7    35 

Robert Taylor 18 2    10 

Tommy Wilkinson 3 2    10 

George Witham 1      
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Founded out of Wilmslow Rugby Club in 2017, LooseHeadz is 
a rugby leisurewear brand working to tackle the stigma of 

mental health in sport.  
 

With every sale, we are able to donate funds to our 
foundation where 100% of the money raised will be used to 

support players mental health.  
 

With the support of ambassadors like Sam James, Denny 
Solomona, Gareth Anscombe and DTH van der Merwe we 

have already made huge strides in our mission to 
#TackleTheStigma but we still need your help.  

 
So visit LooseHeadz.co.uk to see how you can do your bit. 

The Garner Cup will once 

again be held at 
Prestbury Golf Club on 

21st. May, reports David 
Barker. 

 
More details to follow. 

 

Current RFU  
Structure                                
                      

 

 
National 1 

Level 3 
16 Clubs 

 
National 2 

Level 4 
2 Leagues 
28 Clubs 

 
National 3 

Level 5 
4 Leagues 
56 Clubs 

 
Divisional 1 

Level 6 
8 Leagues 
112 Clubs 

 
Northern Divisional 2 

Level 7 
3 Leagues 

 
Northern Divisional 3, 4, 5 

Level 8, 9 & 10 
6 Leagues 

 
Excluding Lancashire League Clubs  

 

New RFU  
Structure                                
Option 1   
                    

 

 
National 1 

Level 3 
14 Clubs 

 
National 2 

Level 4 
3 Leagues 
42 Clubs 

 
National 3 

Level 5 
6 Leagues 
72 Clubs 

 
Divisional 1 

Level 6 
12 Leagues 
144 Clubs 

 
To include some clubs 2nd. teams 

 
Divisional 2 

Level 7 and below  
organised regionally 

 
Lancashire League Clubs to be  
inserted if they elect to re-join 

The RFU structure 

 

New RFU  
Structure                                
Option 2      
           

 

 
National 1 

Level 3 
14 Clubs 

 
National 2 

Level 4 
4 Leagues 
56 Clubs 

 
National 3 

Level 5 
12 Leagues 
144 Clubs 

 
Divisional 1 

Level 6 
16 Leagues 
192 Clubs 

 
\to include some clubs 2nd. Teams 

 
Divisional 2 

Level 7 and below  
organised regionally 

 
Lancashire League Clubs to be  
inserted if they elect to re-join 

The RFU structure 



Nick Jones Photography 

Nick Jones Photography 

Nick Jones Photography 

Saturday 22nd. February 2020                                           North 1 West 
Wilmslow 21 – 14 Penrith 
Wilmslow were not flattered by their three tries to two win against Penrith.  Indeed, they could and should have had it won 
by half time but by the end of the game, the Wolves will have been grateful for the four league points, which keeps them in 
the leading group of sides in this season’s North 1 West league. 
 
Both Wilmslow and Penrith have faded since the balmy days of last autumn.  Penrith were the early league leaders but 
their progress has suffered through losing key players to injury, others moving from the area for career reasons and 
another handful leaving for a gap year of travel.  This was their fifth successive loss since the start of the year.  
Nevertheless, their side stuck to the task at Wilmslow and although on the back foot for much of the game, they defended 
their lines well and weren’t so far away from nicking a result.  
 
Wilmslow’s start to 2020 began with three successive defeats before they scrambled a win in mid month against 
Broughton Park.  The side still had an unsettled look about it for this rearranged game, several players being absent for 

family half term activities on what was originally a blank date in the Wolves 
calender.  Neverthelee, on the field the side enjoyed plenty of possession and 
territory, especially in the first half when they had the benefit of a gusting wind 
behind them, and with a bit more patience and composure on the ball could well 
have scored more than the three tries that they did.  Their performance was far 
from perfect, occasionally it was painful to watch, but after recent outings, it was 
still a step in the right direction and will have given coach Chris Jones something 
to work on. 
 
Full back, Ben Day crossed twice in the first half.  His first try came when he took 
a short pass from Ethan Harding, playing at No. 10, to break the Penrith defensive 
line and the second followed five minutes later when he got himself in the perfect 
position to take Mark Jennings inside pass.  The Wolves were on the attack again 
from the base of a scrum as half time approached when Penrith intercepted a 
pass in midfield to race away for their centre Rossi to reduce the deficit.  Up to 
that point, they’d hardly been out of their own half and their spirits were visibly 
lifted to find themselves only seven points adrift at half time with the prospects of 

an awkward wind in their favour to drive 
them on in the second period.  Wilmslow 
defended well though and, despite a 
number of worrying moments, had 
several good attacking phases 
themselves, from one of which Ethan 
Harding broke the Penrith line for what 
transpired to be the decisive score with 
about fifteen minutes left to play.  
Several other good positions were 
squandered before Penrith had the last 
word in the last play of the game with 
winger Kyle Adams making the extra 
man to cross and full back Fraser 
Nicholson making an awkward 
conversion to secure them a deserved 
losing bonus point.   
 
Wilmslow No. 7, Sammy Lawton was 
justifiably named man of the match for 
his carrying of the ball, his tackling and 
overall work rate.  He was mortified 
though that his otherwise excellent 
showing wasn’t rounded off with a first 
half try, when he was caught from 
behind just five metres or so short.  Mark 
Jennings was also tackled short as he 
went for the line but overall looked to be 

finding his form again after an injury induced layoff.  You would have put your money, quite a lot of it, on prop Adam Taher 
scoring late on but he was stopped just an inch or so short when a try looked inevitable.  Once again though, Ben Day had 
demonstrated his remarkable ability to intrude the line to maximum effect in just the right place and at the right time.  He’s 
already Wilmslow’s all time record try scorer and his two in this match not only increased his tally but ensured the win. 
 
A word for ground manager, Bryn Lewis, who somehow against all the odds, the incessant rain and flooding of the last 
week or so had produced a surprisingly firm and dry pitch.  It wasn’t his fault that a stiff wintery North Westerly wintery was 

rattling everyone’s bones as it blew and gusted its way down the ground.     
 

Saturday 7th. February 2020                                                   North 1 West 
Bowdon 34 – 33 Wilmslow 
Wilmslow didn’t have too much to grumble about after being edged out of this one by a single point.  It was nip and tuck all 
the way, neither side was ever able to establish a clear advantage over the other and although Wilmslow out scored the 
home side by five tries to four, they were out done by Bowdon’s two successful penalties early in the second half. 
 
Bowdon’s record of only three wins all season and only one this year against Vale of Lune had masked that they had 
recently competed well against Birkenhead Park an Altrincham Kersal despite still coming away with nothing from all their 
other matches in Januay and February.  On this occasion, they had both their fair share of the ball from the set pieces and 
were able to play much of the game in Wilmslow territory.  Nor were they profligate with their possession from which they 
created four good tries, two in each half.   
 
In contrast, Wilmslow have waned in recent weeks.  They have come to rely on Ethan Harding, Mark Jennings, Sean Street 
and Ben Day to get them out of the mire.  Their other backs aren’t bad either.  It’s up front where the Wolves are failing to 
dominate.  Scrum and lineout are OK and much of the rest is also but you need more than just OK.  No. 8 Alex Taylor aside, 
they are missing a couple of big bruisers to put themselves around the field, to graft and to carry the ball effectively.  Adam 
Taher, when he’s available, fits the bill best of all, whilst Sammy Lawton has looked an authentic No. 7 in the last month or 
so with a non stop impressive work rate.  The other newcomers to the side though have still to make their mark.  They are 
still young though and should develop with time. 
 
Bowdon broke the Wolves defensive line in their opening sally to force a lineout on the Wilmslow line from where they went 
from one side of the field to the other and back again, by which time the Wolves defence had narrowed to leave at least 
three players unmarked for an easy opening seven pointer.  Wilmslow’s response was immediate as they plundered the ball 
from MacCallum’s high and accurate restart, enabling quickly recycled ball to be passed out to Sam Cutts on the right wing 
for the equalising score. 

 
Another fifteen or so minutes of 
Bowdon pressure was held up by the 
Wolves until the home side was forced 
to knock on at around halfway.  From 
the scrum, the ball went into midfield 
for Ethan Harding to breach the 
Bowdon defences and his well timed 
pass to release Jennings secured a 
second try.   The Wolves dealt with a 
tricky restart well but their exit sat up 
conveniently for Bowdon to counter 
attack and within a minute, they had 
their second score to tie things up 
again. 
 
The Wolves third try followed just 
before halftime.  MacCallum prodded a 

penalty into the corner and although the 
lineout drive was brought to ground, Alex 
Taylor still managed to take the loose ball to 
touch down. 
 
With a gusting wind more in their favour than 
not, the money was on the Wolves to go 
further ahead in the second half.  Not a bit of 
it.  They were soon holed up in their own 
twenty two and as they tried to escape, they 
offended twice in quick succession and 
Bowdon just tucked away a couple of 
penalties.  It wasn’t until the start of the final 
quarter that Wilmslow started to get some field 

position and an increasingly influential Jennings was able to run round for the Wolves fourth try.  In the final ten minutes, 
Bowdon restored their lead with a try from a penalty lineout.  They then booted the ball down the field from the restart only 
for it to be fielded by Sam Cutts, he released Harding for a sharp break and his inside pass to Street put the scrum half in 
under the posts.  Still only six points separated the two sides until Bowdon’s right winger raced away for what transpired to 
be the match winning try.  There was still time for the Wolves to salvage a win but when they lost possession as they 
pressed on Bowdon’s line, that was it all over. 
 
It was a game that could have gone either way.  You couldn’t begrudge Bowdon their success.  On the day, they just about 
deserved it.  On the other hand, there will be some gnashing of teeth in the Wolves’ ranks as this was a game they really 

needed to win to re-establish their credentials amongst the league leaders.         



Saturday 14th. March 2020 
North 1 West 

Wilmslow v Vale of Lune 

15.  Ben Day                      
 
14.   James Coulthurst 
13.     Mark Jennings 
12.   Richard Hughes 
11.     jamie Kingdon 
 
10.   Ethan Harding   
9.        Sean Street 
 
1.   Ollie Stockwin 
2.   Robert Taylor (capt.)  
3.   Rhodri Lewis 
4.   Chris Jones 
5.   Matt Shufflebottom 
6.   Seb Pemberton 
7.   Matt Norfolk-Clarke 
8.        Alex Taylor 
 
Subs 
Mike Parker 
Jack Masters 
Sam Beckett 

   Wilmslow  Vale of Lune  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15 Scott Manning 
  
14. Jordan Fern 
13.    Callum Kyle 
12.    Ryan Busby 
11.    Alex Briggs 
 
10.    Harry Finan 
9.      Billy Swarbrick 
       
1. Vitoria Bianchin 
2. Andy Powers (capt.) 
3. Ross Pillow 
4.      Tom Cvijanovic 
5.      Harry Fellows 
6.      Blake Snell 
7.      Jack Ayrton 
8.      James Robinson 
 
Subs 
Owen Branford 
Harm  Dokter 
Matt Humpage 

TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Kieron Henry 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL GROUND 

 
21st. March 

Intermediate leagues ; Division 2 South 
Vikings v Manchester 

Next Saturday, it’s Firwood Waterloo  
for a 3.00pm Kick Off 

 
FIRWOOD WATERLOO RUGBY 

THE MEMORIAL GROUND,  
ST. ANTHONYS ROAD, BLUNDELLSANDS 

MERSEYSIDE, L23 8TW 
 

Take the M62 towards Liverpool.  Join the M57 at J6, 
heading North.  Cross the A580 and at the junction with 

the M58, take the A565 exit towards Southport. Turn 
right at first traffic lights (by Police Station) onto Copy 
Lane.  Immediately bear right, keeping on main road 

around perimeter of a housing estate.  
Go straight through the traffic lights at the crossroads 
with Buckley Hill Lane, then turn left at the T junction 

(A565) towards Liverpool onto Quarry Road which then 
becomes Moor Lane after the next traffic lights. 

 
Turn right at a roundabout onto Moorland Avenue and 
then left at the T-junction with Little Crosby Road and  

immediately right on to St Michael's Road and bear right.  
 

Go straight ahead at the roundabout, then straight across 
the crossroads with Dowhills Road (St Michael's church 

on your right) onto St Anthony's Road.  Firwood 
Waterloo FC is 100 yards down on your right hand 

side.  


