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Wolves  

North 1 West 

 

 Vikings 

Sale Sharks 

Division 2 South 

 

September  7 
14 
21 
28 

BURNAGE 
Stockport 
NORTHWICH 
Penrith 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Anselmians 
NORTHWICH 
Altrincham Kersal 
CREWE & NANTWICH 

W 
W 
W 
W 

 

October 5 
12 
19 
26 

ALTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Broughton Park 
WARRINGTON 
Douglas IOM 

W 
W 
W 
L 

 Lymm 
LIVERPOOL ST HELENS 
Holmes Chapel 
Didsbury Toc H (Cup) 

W 
L 
W 
P 

 

November 2 
9 

16 
23 
29 
30 

 
BOWDON 
Vale of Lune 
WATERLOO 
SANDBACH (Cheshire Vase) 

 
W 
W 
W 
L 

  
HELSBY 
Didsbury TOC H 
LIVERPOOL COLLEGIATE 
 
Manchester 

 
W 
W 
W 
 
W 

 

December 7 
14 
21 
28 

Birkenhead Park 
KESWICK 

W 
W 

 WIDNES 
Moore 

W 
L 

 

January 4 
11 
18 
25 

STOCKPORT 
Northwich 
PENRITH 
 

  Northwich 
AlLTRINCHAM KERSAL 
Crewe & Nantwich 

  

February 1 
8 

15 
29 

Altrincham Kersal 
BROUGHTON PARK 
Warrington 
DOUGLAS IOM 

  LYMM 
Liverpool St Helens 
HOLMES CHAPEL 
Helsby 

  

March 7 
14 
21 
28 

Bowden 
VALE OF LUNE 
Waterloo 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

  DIDSBURY TOC H 
Liverpool Collegiate 
MANCHESTER 
Widnes 

  

April 4 
11 
18 
25 

Keswick 
Burnage 

   
 
MOORE 
ANSELMIANS 

  

Halbro Senior U18 Colts : Senior League CC 

September 8 
15 
22 
29 

Caldy 
LITTLEBOROUGH 
Sefton 

W 
W 
W 

 February 2 
9 

16 
23 

Southport 
CALDY 

 

October 6 
13  
20 
27 

ALDWINIANS 
Whitchurch 
 

  March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

  

November 3 
10 
17 
24 

 
 
SOUTHPORT 
Littleborough 

  April  5 
12 
19 
26 

  

December 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

 
January 5 

12 
19 
26 

 
SEFTON 
 
Aldwinians 
 
 
 
 
WHITCHURCH 

     

A Happy New Year to everyone and a warm welcome to Wilmslow Rugby Club for our match today against 
Stockport, the first match of 2020.  As a former player of both Davenport (as they were years ago) and 
Wilmslow it always gives me great pleasure to welcome old friends from a club that is very close to my heart. 
 
Sadly, the late 70’s and early 80’s are well behind us now and the game has changed considerably with the 
introduction of the league system and rugby union following rugby league by payment of players at the top 
levels. This, in turn, has put pressure on clubs financially leading to several clubs either merging with once 
close rivals or going out of existence altogether. Gone are the days when most clubs are fielding 4th, 5th or 
even 6th teams – some clubs, including ourselves at the end of last season, are struggling to put out a second 
team! 
 
I’m glad to say that we have not only had a second team out for every game this season to date, but the 
Vikings sit top of Division 2 South going into 2020. A big thank you goes out to Bryn, Alex and Taff who 
have harassed, chivvied and rounded up anyone who still has boots to train and turn out for the Vikings. 
This week the Vikings are away at Northwich playing their 2nd XV, we all wish them luck for the victory and 
a few beers in the bar when they return. 
 
Turning to our opponents for today, matches between our two clubs have always been close, well fought 
games irrespective of the score. Back in September we edged victory in a close game 22-29 up at Headlands 
Road and I’m sure the Stockport lads will want to redress the balance today. Stockport are currently lying in 
8th place in the league with 7 wins and 6 losses, losing last time out 35-12 to Firwood Waterloo. The North 
One West League has always been a good competitive league and as the season reaches its half-way point 
there is only 10 points difference between 2nd and 8th so I expect to see many more changes before we get to 
May. 
 
We have had a great first half to the season and start 2020 ten points ahead of Burnage in 2nd position (with 
48 points) and who have won the last 4 games against strong opposition. Today Burnage play Northwich 
(3rd in the league), who have also won the last 4 games they have played so that should be an interesting 
battle. We also have Birkenhead Park (5th with 44 points) playing Altrincham Kersal (4th with 45 points) and 
Penrith (6th with 44 points) look like having a 5 point banker with a home game against league strugglers 
Keswick so they should be on 49 points by the end of the day. So, all to play for. 
 
Despite the many injuries we have suffered in the 1st XV this season, the team spirit has not faltered, and all 
credit goes to Chris Jones and Mark Jennings in having the lads well prepared. I look forward to an injury 
free strong second half of the season and hope the New Year hangovers are well behind us for today’s 
game!! 
 
On Boxing Day Wilmslow U23’s had their annual match against Wilmslow High School Old Boys in what 
was billed as “like rugby but faster”!  Sadly the 1st team pitch was unplayable, so the game was played on the 
Jim Evison fields in cold driving rain. Whilst our U23’s took a close victory and the Sue Fisher Cup, 
presented by Barry Fisher, rugby was the winner as players from both sides celebrated in style with 
Christmas jumpers, several jugs of beer and lots of traditional post-match activities. A big thanks goes to 
Andy Whitham and Ashley Cowan for organising the event which has turned into the best attended match 
of the year. 





 

                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 

                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 

                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 

                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 

Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 

91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

NORTH 1 WEST :  
http://www.rfu.com     
http://www.rfunorth.com 
 

HALBFO NORTH WEST LEAGUES   
http://www.rfu.com    
http://www.nowirul.org.uk 
 

2019- 2020 SEASON 
Wilmslow RUFC 
Kings Road 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5PZ 
 
Tel : 01625 522274 
 
pitchero.com/clubs/Wilmslow 
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David Pike 
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Chris George 
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Nigel Day 
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Jon Hitch 
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Rob Milner 
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Alan Hill 
 
NORTH 1 WEST  
www.rfu.com 
www.rfunorth.com 
 
HALBRO NORTH WEST 
LEAGUES 
www.nowirul.org.uk 
Wolves Captain 

Club Captain 
Ben Day 
Wolves Captain 
Robert Taylor 
Vice Captain 
Ethan Harding 
Head Coach 
Cris Jones 
Coaches 
Richard Hughes 
Mark Jennings 
Wolves Team Manager 
Mike Blackett 
Vikings Captain 
Jez Sumner 
Vikings Coaches 
Steve Braddock 
Al McLennan 
Mark Bartlem 

SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2019-20 
 

Barry Fisher : Beauchamp Charles : Brooks Ltd : Bryn 
Lewis : Byrom : Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Nigel Day : Chris George : 
Curtaincraft : CVSL : David Barker : Drew Donaldson : 

Edge Fencing : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  
gas-elec : Grant McKechnie : Gusto Alderley Edge  

Hallams Property Consultants :  
Edge Fencing : Iain Milne  : Jon Hitch : Kinsella Tax  

KNH Plumbing : Loose Headz.co.uk: Martin Cicnognani :  
M2 Recruitment : Mike Blackett : Neubria  

Nick Jones Photography : Norman Herring  
Nick Fiennes : O’Neills : On Point Developments :  

Performance Acoustics : Peter Turner : Printerland  
Quilter : RHS Property Services : Run Creative :  

S C & P Jones 
Shoosmiths : The Cheshire Butcher : T15 Consultancy  

The Vets’ Place : The Wilmslow Half Marathon 
Waters : Wilmslow Preparatory School  

TSG Properties : TWP Wealth : Wheatsheaf Press : 
Wilmslow Electrical : Wilmslow Glass : Wizard Tea Room 

 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AREA’S LEADING ESTATE AGENCY  
 

Happy to  be  associated wi th  
Wi lmslow Rugby Club  

 
18 Of f i ces  throughout  Cheshire  and South Manchester  

 
42 Alder ley  Road,  Wi lms low,  SK9 1NY  

t  01625 536434    f  01625 527772  
Wi lmslow@gascoignehalman.co.uk  

REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 

STOCKPORT RUGBY CLUB 

We always think of Stockport as the ‘auld enemy’ but that rather disguises the fact that after April 
2003 when Wilmslow got stuffed by 43 - 17 we didn’t meet up again at first team level again until 
October 2017.    
 
During the intervening period flitted between what was then SLC1 and North 2 West.  Despite 
several attempts, it wasn’t until 2008/09 that Wilmslow lasted more than a season at the higher 

level.  Stockport meanwhile went up to North 1 in 2006/7 for what turned out to be a one season taster before going up 
again in 2008/9.  They finished second in National 3 North, now called the Northern Premier League, in 2009/10, lost 
their play off and made no mistake the next season when they won that league.  That though was as good as it got.  
After two seasons, they were back in National 3 North.   

 
The afternoon of 7th. October was damp.  Neither side was 
able to put in much memorable rugby and all the six tries had 
their origins in catch and drive situations from the lineout.  
Stockport were awarded two penalty tries, a touchdown from 
a lineout and a penalty goal from Tom Eaton.  In reply, Alex 
Taylor and Tom Bull, twice, kept Wilmslow in the game but 
Dean Schofield and his mates always had their noses in front 
and the savvy to close down the game, whenever Wilmslow 

threatened.  It ended 24 - 17 for Stockport.  The following 
January, Wilmslow were close to full strength and recorded a 
38 - 14 win.  It was probably the Wolves best display of the 
season as in the first half they produced forty minutes of 
nearly immaculate play for a 31 - 0 lead at halftime.  Port hit 
back in the second half but it wasn’t until time added on that 

they managed their second score by which time the game 
had been won and lost for a long time.  Wilmslow scorers that 
day were Elliott Rowe, James Coulthurst, Sam Cutts, Sean 
Street and Ed Stobart,  Bob MacCallum kicked all five 
conversions and a first half penalty. 
 
We didn’t play last season but in September, the Wolves 
followed up by winning 29 - 22.  Port though had got off to a 
flyer with a try from Rory Austen in the first minute and a 
second from Dudley Southern after ten minutes.  It didn’t last 
though as Wilmslow started to get into the game.  First Sean 
Street and then Alex Taylor propelled the Wolves into a 14 - 
12 lead at the break.  Adam Taher then made one of his 
trademark runs in the face of which the Port defence opened 
up rather like the red Sea in biblical times and the fourth try 
came when Bob MacCallum’s pass to Jonny Kennedy split 
the defence at the end of the third quarter.  Port were now 
looking down and out but they hit back with a try from 
substitute Jordan Pearson and a penalty to make it a four 
point game.  They then strayed offside in front of their own 
posts to give MacCallum a final shot at goal for a seven point 
lead and that’s how it stayed despite intense pressure on the 
Wolves line in the time remaining. 
 
Last time out before Christmas, they conceded five tries at 
Blundellsands but despite something of a second half revival 
they still ended up 35 - 12 on the wrong side of the 
scoreboard. 
 
Since the autumn, the Wolves have clearly improved, at times 
playing some excellent rugby, whilst Stockport have a 
middling sort of a record with seven wins and six losses.  
None of which means anything at all as far as today is 
concerned.  After a three week break and too much 
Christmas pudd, it’ll be like the start of a new season and we 
all know that local derbies can easily turn into fraught affairs..       

Pictures from Stockport v Wilmslow 

14 September 2019 



Division 2 South 2019-20 

14th. December 
Division 2 South 
Moore 10 - 5 Vikings 

Senior Colts Conference League - C 2019 -20 

 

A team of Wa Wa's thrown together 
reminiscent of how last year went 
took the shortish bus trip to visit The 
Gentlemen of Moore.  With no fewer 
than 20 regular 1st XV players 
unavailable for various reasons the 
2's squad depth was severely tested, 
with last minute cry-offs and nearly 
leaving Bully at home Wilmslow still 
travelled with 18 players, this is 
testament to the hard work of coach 
Lewis and his occasional helpers. It's 
safe to say that this match probably 
wouldn't have happened last year.  
 
The Wilmslow team still looked good 
enough on paper to deal with a 
Moore first team in mid-table. 
However as the game unfolded it was 
the better drilled 1st XV that managed 
the game better. 
 
The game opened with a scrappy 
penalty given away just inside their 
own half by The Vikings which the 
Moore 10 slotted. On a cold day with 
a biting wind the rugby did little to 
warm the spectators swelled by the 
Moore ladies team who were pre-
drinking in preparation for their panto! 
In a half of few chances Moore took 
theirs, a penalty clearance missed 
touch and as The Vikings slept the 
Moore gentleman stepped and slid 
his way past many flailing tackles and 
dotted down under the sticks. The 
conversion was successful and 
Wilmslow were 10-0 down. 
 
Wilmslow were dominant in the scrum with all 3 front row playing the full 80 minutes to their credit and looked the more likely to score but 
indecision and inaccuracy let them down, hardly surprising given the changes in personnel from previous weeks. 
 
At half time coach Lewis asked for cool heads and to simply play rugby, put some phases together to break down the well drilled (if not almost 
permanently offside defence)  
 
The Vikings heeded the battle cry and dominated most of the second period, their opponents down to 14 on at least 3 separate occasions, but for 
all their toil and a raft of scrum penalties inside the Moore red zone Wilmslow were denied a score.  
Eventually that came from some broken play, a couple of phases weakened the defence enough for the excellently double-barrelled Cologne-
Brookes to crash over out wide, his 1st score for the club. The extra's were narrowly missed by a knock carrying Rowe. 
That was the end of the scoring with the only point of note being a bizarre dead ball flag try/no try episode that would have flummoxed most video 
refs. With that technology lacking we think the ref Googled it and eventually gave a scrum! 
With at least 5 of the 17 able bodied players limping off, The Vikings will be glad of some Xmas rest and can look forward to a more conventional 
side being selected for the visit of Northwich on the 4th of January. Hopefully the 9 will know the 10's name before 35 minutes have elapsed! 
Despite the result a walkover for Holmes Chapel against LSH leaves The Vikings top of the pile at Xmas and that fact was well  celebrated on the 
arduous journey home, more fit for camels than a luxury bus. 
 
Bring on 2020  
We Go Again.... 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Southport 8 8 0 0 212 40 172 0 40  

Whitchurch 8 5 0 3 167 78 89 2 29  

Wilmslow 8 5 0 3 180 113 67 1 29  

Aldwinians 7 3 1 3 108 151 -43 0 21  

Sefton 9 2 1 6 150 238 -88 3 20 -2 

Littleborough 8 2 0 6 102 221 -119 2 18  

Caldy Senior 8 2 0 6 125 203 -78 1 17  

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Wilmslow Vikings 13 11 0 2 469 143 326 1 58  

Liverpool St Helens 12 10 0 2 244 121 123 0 51  

Didsbury Toc H  12 9 0 3 397 234 163 0 48  

Holmes Chapel 13 7 0 6 267 240 27 3 44  

Altrincham Kersal Cougars  12 7 0 5 387 314 73 1 41  

Widnes 11 6 0 5 302 221 81 1 36  

Crewe & Nantwich 11 6 0 5 253 184 69 2 36  

Moore 11 6 0 5 288 268 20 1 36  

Liverpool Collegiate 13 5 0 8 276 365 -89 1 34  

Northwich 12 5 0 7 214 376 -162 1 33  

Anselmians 12 5 0 7 233 268 -35 1 32  

Manchester 13 4 0 9 308 379 -71 2 30  

Lymm Eagles 13 3 0 10 309 556 -247 1 26  

Helsby 12 1 0 11 130 408 -278 3 18  

Concedes: Anselmians 1, Helsby 1, Crewe & Nantwich 1, Manchester 1, LSH 1 

Concedes: Whitchurch1 

https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Southport%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Whitchurch%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Wilmslow%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Aldwinians%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Sefton%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Littleborough%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.colts-rugby.org.uk/coltsleague.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Caldy%20Senior%20U18%20Colts&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Crewe%20%26%20Nantwich%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Northwich%202nd%20XV&Season=2019/2020
https://www.nowirul.org.uk/nowirul.nsf/teamdisplay?openform&Team=Helsby&Season=2019/2020


Whilst Wilmslow extended their lead at the top to ten lengths by securing another five league points against the 
backmarkers of Keswick, it was all change amongst the chasing posse.  Burnage moved into second place after beating 
Birkenhead Park by 29-15.  Park clearly didn’t find the artificial going at Varley Park to their taste.  Northwich scraped 
home by the single point against Vale of Lune and moved up to third.   Altrincham Kersal earned five points to go equal 
with Northwich after winning 27-10 against Douglas and Park now find themselves fifth, alongside Penrith with Firwood 
Waterloo just two points further behind.  Only Penrith of the top eight clubs secured an away win. 
 
Warrington recorded their second win of the season by a single point against Broughton Park. 
 
Burnage 29 - 15 Birkenhead Park  
Despite enjoying early pressure Park soon fell behind as Burnage broke out for two scores the first from winger Josh 
Miller after four minutes and the second by strong running centre Adam Knight with George Oakey converting both. 
Park continued to gain good possession but Burnage defended well and frequently turned over possession. All Park had 
to show for their efforts in the first half was a Dave Hall penalty which was cancelled out by a similar effort from Oakey to 
leave the home side 17-3 ahead at the break. 
 
Park continued to gain plenty of ball but it was a day when very little went right for the visitors. Thinks got worse when 
Sam Tyrer’s clearance was charged down and Miller pounced to claim his second try again converted by Oakey. After 
more pressure Park where eventually awarded a penalty try but Burnage responded with a score by scrum half James 

Hodder. Park had the final say in injury time when centre Ollie Jacques touched down after good work by Adam 
Wellington. 
 
Martin O’Keefe said “ we didn’t play badly but gave possession away too much and made too many errors. It was a 
disappointing end to the first half of the season but I feel we can still compete for promotion in the New Year.” 
 
Firwood Waterloo 35 - 12 Stockport 

Waterloo were on top from the 
start and scored three tries 
through Dan Gosling, Joe 
Bowmer and Jacob Allen for 21 - 
0 at half time.  Two more tries in 
the second half from Allen again 
and Daragh O’Brien were 
matched by two from Stockport, 
one from hooker Paul McGookin 
and the other from lock Matt 
Lawrowitch in the final quarter 

which Stockport dominated. 
 
With four of the sides above Waterloo in the table still to visit Blundellsands, there’s a bit of quiet confidence there that 
they’re still well in the hunt.  Stockport are next in the table behind Waterloo, not entirely out of it either.  
 
Northwich 21 - 20 Vale of Lune 
This game was just as close as the score line suggests.  Three converted tries in the first half from Richard Dale, Scott 
Davidson and Kiwi Gabriel Hakararai had the Blacks 21-5 to the good, against a reply from Vale centre Henry Higginson. 
In the second half, Vale gained the upper hand and added two further tries from Harry Fellows and Billy Swarbrick with 
five points from the boot of Alex Briggs. They were pressing hard for a winner when time was called.  Vale’s young side 
continues to grow in stature. 
 
Bowdon 12- 31 Penrith 
Penrith have depended a lot on colts this season but with many of them called up by the county, they had to dig deep into 
their resources for a side to travel to Bowdon.  Both their coaches were listed amongst their substitutes. 
 
Nevertheless, thanks to a dominant scrum, they worked their way to a 19 - 0 lead at half time before appearing to run out 
of gas.  At 12 - 24, it was still all to play for but the Cumbrians steadied and in the final play of the game on the Bowdon 
line, they got their fifth try of the afternoon. 

 



 
19th. October 3.00pm 

GLOUCESTER 
 

8th. November 7.45pm 
WASPS 

 
21st. January 3.00pm 

NORTHAMPTON SAINTS 
 

3 January 7.45pm 
HARLEQUINS 

 
22nd. February 3.00pm 

LEICESTER TIGERS 
 

7th. March 3.00pm 
LONDON IRISH 

 
28th. March 3.00pm 

EXETER CHIEFS 
 

18th. April 3.00pm 
BRISTOL SHOGUNS 

 
9th. May 3.00pm 

SARACENS 
 

16th. May 3.00pm 
BATH 

 
5th. June 3.00pm 

WORCESTER WARRIORS 
 

SIX NATIONS 2020 
After a probable excess of rich food 
and drink, it’s now time to revert to 
more mundane fare but it doesn’t have 
to be dull and uninteresting, especially 
if you’re coming in after playing or spectating on a typical January 
afternoon.  So, how about a flavoursome and filling Boeuf 
Bourguignon. 
 
Boeuf Bourguignon 
For four people you’ll need about 1.5 kg good casserole or stewing steak, preferably taken from the shoulder or shin, 
50g butter, 5 tbsp olive oil, 2 chopped carrots, 2 chopped onions, about 8 small round onions, 100g button 

mushrooms, 100g bacon, 20g flour, 2 chopped garlic cloves, 200ml beef stock, at least ½ bottle inexpensive red wine, 
1 tbsp. castor sugar, 1 bouquet garni, salt and pepper and a slug of brandy. 
 
Marinate the beef overnight, together with a 'garniture aromatique' (ie. mixed herbs, onions and carrots,) in the wine.   
The next day thoroughly brown the meat in oil in a hob and oven proof casserole or saute dish, then drain off the oil 
and coat the meat with flour.  Stir in the marinade, the beef stock, carrots and onions and cook on a low heat for two 
hours.   
 
Whilst that’s going on, soften in butter until changing colour some small, round onions, button mushrooms and bacon.  
Add the sugar and just enough water to cover everything and simmer until the water is all steamed off.  Now mix with 
the boeuf bourguignon, check the thickness of the sauce and, if necessary, add some beurre manié (butter and flour.)  
Add a slug of brandy to taste, cover the casserole and finish the cooking in the oven for up to an hour.   
 
Serve with Lyonnaise potatoes and either a green vegetable or red cabbage. 
 
Lyonnaise Potatoes 
Peel and parboil the potatoes, then drain, cool and cut them into slices.  Thinly slice an onion and gently sweat it in 
butter for 20 minutes, turn up the heat and add a tbsp. of sugar to lightly caramelise before finishing with aq good 
splash of vinegar and a tsp. of thyme.  In a separate pan, fry the potato slices in oil until evenly browned, drain off the 
oil, season and toss with the onion mixture.  
 
Red Cabbage with Apple 
Saute an onion in butter until softened, stir in the chopped cabbage and a sliced apple and cook for about 2 minutes.  
Add a tbsp. of sugar and a tbsp. of vinegar, bring to the boil, season and then turn down the heat and cook very gently 
for 2 hours. 
 
You’ll need a full red wine to go with this.  The Burgundians would obviously go for a decent Pinot Noir but just a bit 
further down the river, southern Rhone wines start to kick in so I’d go for a predominantly Syrah based Cote de 
Rhone.  If you can afford it, a Cote Rotie from Guigal will do just fine.     

Saturday 1st. February          Wales v Italy  Principality Stadium 2.15pm 

                                               Ireland v Scotland Aviva Stadium 4.45pm 

 

Sunday 2nd. February            France v England Stade de France 3.00pm                                                                         
 

Saturday 8th. February           Ireland v Wales Aviva Stadium 2.15pm 

                                               Scotland v England Murrayfield 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 9th. February             France v Italy Stade de France 3.00pm. 

 

Saturday 22nd. February        Italy v Scotland Stadio Olimpico 2.15pm. 

                                               Wales v France Principality Stadium 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 23rd. February           England v Ireland Twickenham 3.00pm 
 

Saturday 7th. March               Ireland v Italy Aviva Stadium 2.15pm. 

                                               England v Wales Twickenham 4.45pm. 

 

Sunday 8th. March                 Scotland v France Murrayfield 3.00pm 

 

Saturday 14th. March            Wales v Scotland Principality Stadium .15pm 

                                               Italy v England Stadio Olimpico 4.45pm 

                                               France v Ireland Stade de France 8.00pm 
 

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BLY-dDfEwVsfoMY2pbIyfroAPy5WNlwcAAAAQASDzzLMhOABY06SKjJECYLuOsIPQCrIBEnd3dy5zYWxlc2hhcmtzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBImh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FsZXNoYXJrcy5jb20vaG9tZS5waHCpAgz55oXbpLk-wAIC4AIA6gIZLzQxMDQ5NTIzL3Nr


NORTH 1 WEST  

2019-20 

League Fixtures & Results - 2019/2020 

HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Altrincham Kersal  31-17 49-3 28/3 11/1 27-10 29/2 44-24 17-25 29-24 14/3 18/4 8/2 1/2 

Birkenhead Park 4/1  18/1 44-7 4/4 14/3 31-21 8/2 35-20 29/2 36-3 43-22 50-7 22-24 

Bowdon 15/2 14-25  18/4 1/2 38-15 14/3 36-5 12-38 12-31 28/3 11/1 15-23 7/3 

Broughton Park 10-41 7/3 34-14  21-6 15/2 4/1 68-10 21/3 34-20 18/1 20-22 4/4 17-24 

Burnage 40-37 29-15 59-29 14/3  57-27 8/2 45-21 4/1 28-18 29/2 28/3 18/1 18/4 

Douglas 4/4 22-17 4/1 39-7 21/3  15-17 18/1 6-17 8/2 31-0 7/3 20-8 38-34 

Firwood Waterloo 16-12 1/2 63-10 61-15 37-27 11/1  28/3 15/2 18/4 35-12 20-14 7/3 21/3 

Keswick 7/3 5-36 21/3 11/1 15/2 0-36 8-25  12-52 10-39 18/4 1/2 12-6 4/4 

Northwich 18/1 18/4 8/2 23-15 24-20 28/3 16-12 29/2  14/3 7/3 21-20 27-3 11/1 

Penrith 21/3 37-30 4/4 1/2 7/3 17-27 43-22 4/1 29-39  31-29 15/2 29-10 32-27 

Stockport 27-26 15/2 33-17 34-12 23-43 1/2 4/4 69-3 31-21 11/1  38-29 21/3 22-29 

Vale of Lune 24-26 21/3 40-24 29/2 12-17 20-10 18/1 43-5 4/4 19-28 8/2  28-18 12-19 

Warrington 22-25 11/1 29/2 20-19 12-52 18/4 7-17 14/3 1/2 28/3 7-32 14/9  15/2 

Wilmslow 28-15 28/3 59-14 8/2 36-32 29/2 34-6 56-8 35-14 18/1 4/1 14/3 47-22  
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 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Wilmslow 13 11 0 2 452 254 198 58 14 0 

Burnage 13 9 0 4 455 312 143 48 12 0 

Northwich 13 10 0 3 337 247 90 45 5 0 

Altrincham Kersal 13 8 0 5 379 270 109 45 13 0 

Birkenhead Park 13 8 0 5 401 242 159 44 12 0 

Penrith 13 8 0 5 378 316 62 44 12 0 

Firwood Waterloo 13 9 0 4 352 244 108 42 6 0 

Stockport 13 7 0 6 353 320 33 38 10 0 

Douglas (I.O.M.) 13 7 0 6 296 259 37 35 7 0 

Vale of Lune 13 5 0 8 305 289 16 31 11 0 

Broughton Park 13 4 0 9 279 358 -79 22 6 0 

Bowdon 13 2 0 11 238 474 -236 12 4 0 

Warrington 13 2 0 11 165 373 -208 10 2 0 

Keswick 13 1 0 12 123 555 -432 5 1 0 

 

2019-20 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 

Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  

 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  

ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 

the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 

service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 

recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 

developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 

 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 

of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   

http://www.countryhomefurnishing.co.uk/curtains.html


 
 

 



We are rightfully proud of all our meat but particularly 
our prime beef, which is hung on the bone for at least 
28 days.  This method of ageing meat is known as dry 
ageing. Dry ageing beef is done by hanging meat in a 
controlled, closely watched, refrigerated environment. 
If you ever had a good, aged steak, you know it is 
more tender and flavourful than what you can 
typically buy in the supermarket. The reason for this is 
that ageing allows natural enzymes to breakdown the 
hard connective tissue in meats and for water to 
evaporate away, concentrating the flavour especially 
in the steaks 

Cherry  Tree  Farm  

Lees  Lane     

Mottram St .  Andrew 
 

Tue - Fri 8.00am - 5.30pm 

Sat         8.00am - 5.00pm 

Sun        10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, 

Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  

Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and 
Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

THE CHESHIRE BUTCHER AND FARM SHOP AT CHERRY TREE FARM 

We are a family run Tearoom in Alderley 
Edge, housed in a beautiful National Trust 

building and situated right next to The Edge 
- perfect for a stop after a country walk.  

 
We believe in keeping it fresh, local and 

homemade, and use produce from locally 
sourced suppliers and farms wherever 

possible, keeping our ingredients British, 
and our menu small - but tasty!. We are dog 
friendly (of course), and have a large outside 

seating area to compliment the seating 
inside.  

 
We are open all year round 7 days a week. 

 

My first game against 
Davenport (sorry, 
Stockport), was at the 
ground on Hanley Road 
in the late fifties. I 
remember nothing about 
the game, but I do 
remember winning the 
raffle. This was run by 
Roly Fenwick, who said 
we can’t have a Wilmslow man winning and drew 
another ticket. Luckily, it was also one of mine, so he 
handed the bottle over with bad grace. 
 
Shortly after, Hanley Road was compulsorily purchased 
by Stockport Council and the Club moved to where they 
are now upon Midlands Road in 1964. A year or so 
later, we beat them in a post- Christmas game and 
afterwards, I was asked by the captain, Stewart Carr I 
think, if I would like to play for them on the New Year’s 
game against Heaton Moor. As Wilmslow did not have a 
game, I did; played No.8 and in a rather dirty game, we 
drew 3-3. I still have friends from those days, Hugh 
Oldham, John Bolt (who still claims that I broke a tooth 
with a late tackle. As if!), David Coleman and others 
who have now gone to the clubhouse in the sky. 
 
Mentioning Heaton Moor Rugby Club, reminded me of a 
spat between them and us. Pre the Leagues, Club 
Fixture Secretaries had to contact other Clubs to 
arrange fixtures, normally a few years in advance. Since 
the war, Wilmslow had been playing teams from before 
the war and were doing well. In March 1952, our Fixture 
Secretary, Vaudrey Middleton, agreed fixtures with 
Heaton Moor for 1952/3 up to 1954/55. 
 
Early in November 1952, the Manchester Fixture 
Secretary offered us a game, for the first time, on the 
same date as Heaton Moor. Vaudrey accepted and the 
Club offered to send the second team to Heaton Moor, 
who were, understandingly, very upset, cancelled the 
match and all future arrangements between the Clubs.  
Their President, Reg Hall, complained to the Lancashire 
County Rugby Club and asked them for help. This 
backfired, as a letter from the Lancashire Secretary 

wrote. “I looked up the membership book Mr Hall, to 
check your subscription payment, but I am afraid you 
are no longer a member. As I see it, you last paid in 
season 1946/47, which makes you six payments in 
arrears. I can do nothing but return your 10/6d and 
leave things as they were.” 
 
By the way. Wilmslow beat Manchester 16-15. 
 
On a personal matter, I was delighted that the Boxing 
Day match, for the Sue Fisher Cup, took place up on the 
Jim Evison field. Despite the very wet pitch, both sides 
played remarkably well and a large crowd took the 
trouble to go up and watch. Our thanks go to Andy 
Whitham and Ashley Cowan for organising the game 
and all the players for turning up! 
 



Wolves Players and Personal Sponsors 2019-20 

Jordan Ayrey Grant McKechnie Bob MacCallum Brooks Ltd 

Chris Barber Nick Fiennes Ollie McCall Jonty Fallows 

Mark Bartlem Jonty Fallows Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Sam Beckett Bryn Lewis Conor McMurdock KNH Plumbing 

Tom Bull Barry Fisher James Nicholson Drew Donaldson 

James Coulthurst Curtaincraft Harry O’Loughlin Nick Fiennes 

Fraser Crawford Performance Acoustics Kieran O’Rourke Jon Hitch 

Ben Day Chris George Mike Parker Brooks Ltd 

Alex Donaldson Barry Fisher Harry Patch Run Creative 

Jonny Evans Mike Blackett Seb Pemberton Wizard Tea Rooms 

Gus Fiennes Brooks Ltd Andy Rimmer Norman Herring 

Charlie Gardiner KNH Plumbing Elliot Rowe Wizard Tea Rooms 

Ethan Harding Brooks Ltd Matt Shufflebottom T15 Consultancy 

Adam Hewitt Wilmslow U13s Loui Staples Drew Donaldson 

Rick Hughes David Barker Sean Street David Barker 

Mark Jennings Nick Jones Photography Jez Sumner Chris George 

Danny Kennedy Neubria Adam Taher Norman Herring 

Jonny Kennedy  Alex Taylor Iain Milne 

Jamie Kingdon CVSL Rob Taylor M2 Recruitment 

Sam Lawton Nigel Day Jack Walmsley Bryn Lewis 

Ollie Lee Jon Hitch Ollie Wilkinson T15 Consultancy 

Will Lees Performance Acoustics Tommy Wilkinson M2 Recruitment 

James Lewis Wilmslow U13s George Witham Brooks Ltd 

Rhodri Lewis Martin Cicnognani   Ollie Witham Brooks Ltd 

Jack Masters Run Creative   

PLAYERS AND  SPONSORS 
The players and coaches would like to thank those organisations and individuals who are supporting the cause of 

Wilmslow rugby by becoming their personal sponsors.  All the funds raised are directed towards funding coaching, kit, 
equipment, physios, team travel and other team expenses.  No payments are made whatsoever to any individual to 

play.  Our players are all amateurs, albeit at the serious end of amateurism.  They train regularly as a team and put in 
a lot of time and personal effort to ensure their fitness to play at what is a demanding level.. 

 

Founded out of Wilmslow Rugby Club in 2017, LooseHeadz is 
a rugby leisurewear brand working to tackle the stigma of 

mental health in sport.  
 

With every sale, we are able to donate funds to our 
foundation where 100% of the money raised will be used to 

support players mental health.  
 

With the support of ambassadors like Sam James, Denny 
Solomona, Gareth Anscombe and DTH van der Merwe we 

have already made huge strides in our mission to 
#TackleTheStigma but we still need your help.  

 
So visit LooseHeadz.co.uk to see how you can do your bit. 

 
Paddy Mulchrone 
Many of you will have known that Paddy Mulchrone, 
a stalwart of this club since the 1980s, was taken 
seriously ill at his home in Crookhaven during 
November and rushed to hospital in Cork, where for a 
while it was touch and go.   
 
Dave Partington, however, told me before Christmas 
that Paddy had eventually pulled through, had been 
discharged from hospital and was now convalescing 
back home.  On medical advice, we understand, he 
will be adopting a different lifestyle. 
 
On behalf of us all at this club, we wish him a full 
recovery and hope that we shall soon see his smiling 
Irish eyes here again. 
 
From the Daily Telegraph, 19th. December. 
Hull wing banned over use of steroids 

Stephen Hiheta, a 28 year old Londoner, received a 
four year ban from the RFU after being tested 
positive for three banned steroids.   
 
Hiheta was selected last season to play for Hull 
against Wilmslow in both matches but didn’t appear 
on the score sheet in either game, during which Hull 
scored fifty five points at their place and fifty last 
January here. 
 
Excessive Regulations 

And so they just go on and one.  Did you know that if 
we play matches at whatever level against clubs from 
a different union, then we have to report the fixture  
and to seek approval from Cheshire RFU.  That’s a 
diktat from World Rugby. 
 
Yeah, that includes junior matches against Welsh 
clubs, veteran matches against Scottish clubs and 
any match against an IRFU club.  You would have 
thought there would be a dispensation for the likes of 
the U11s heading off to Greystones and Blackrock for 

a weekend but apparently not. 
 
At least, it’s nothing to do with the EU! 
 
          
     

 

The Garner Cup will once 

again be held at 
Prestbury Golf Club on 

21st. May, reports David 
Barker. 

 
More details to follow. 

Jordan Ayrey 
Conor McMurdock 

 

The Annual Reunion Lunch 

will be held on 

Saturday 8th. February 

when Broughton Park are 

the Visitors. 

 

More details from  

Barry Fisher  



Saturday 14th. December                                                      North 1 West 
Wilmslow 56 - 8 Keswick 
The Wolves finished the first half of their N1W league campaign with a decisive win over Keswick, who look destined to 
go down a level at the end of the season.  There‘s now a three week break before the season is resumed at The 
Memorial Ground on 4th. January against their age old rivals from Stockport.  For the meantime though, the Wolves can 
enjoy their ten point lead at the top of the league and hope that some of their extensive casualty list will have recovered 
sufficiently by January to return to the fray. 
 
As is their want these days, the Wolves got themselves turned over in the first play of the game in their own half and 
when they were penalised for an offside offence, centre Lewis Bell kicked the goal to give the Cumbrians an early lead.  
It didn’t last for long as the Wolves soon stole the ball on a Keswick throw at the lineout to make ground and a few 
moments later a fine lineout catch by Jack Masters saw the ball released quickly along the line to Harry Patch on the 
right wing, who held off the defence for the Wolves opening score.  Three more tries quickly followed for the Wolves to 
pocket the bonus point and by the end of the first quarter, the game was effectively all over as a real contest.  Their 
second try was from a catch and drive finished off by No. 8 Alex Taylor, the third from a barnstorming charge by prop 
Adam Taher, who had been lurking in midfield when the ball came to him, and the next by Taylor again, this time from a 
set piece pushover.  The Wolves were now bossing the lineouts and scrums and their backs were threatening to run riot 
in the space given them by a loose Keswick defence.  No.10 Bob MacCallum saw so much space that he was spoilt for 
choice as he more than once spiralled accurate cross kicks directly into the hands of his midfield backs and wingers with 
no Keswick defender in sight.  The Wolves really should have had a hat full of tries during this period but they were 
repeatedly called back by referee Irvine for marginally forward passes and mishandling.  It wasn’t until half time 
approached that the fifth try in the form of another pushover from Taylor came along. 
 
They then added four more tries in the third quarter.  Full back Ben Day seemed to be involved in just about everything 
that was happening as he not only scored twice himself but also put scrum half Sean Street away.  The fourth try in this 
period emanated from MacCallum’s quickly taken tap penalty in the Keswick twenty two that finished with flanker 
Sammy Lawton crossing for the ninth try.  The Wolves then chucked out another forward pass as they ran out of 
defence from the restart and from the scrum the Keswick side scored a smart try when their right winger Ryan Weir got 
the ball in open space 25 metres out with no Wolves defence in sight at all.  It was all a bit academic at this stage as the 
Wolves were already over forty points ahead and five minutes later Day scored his third try when he was on the end of a 

short pass from 
MacCallum.   
 
President Chris 
George just 
muttered that he 
had lost count of the 
number of times 
over the years that 
he had seen 
MacCallum and Day 
combine to produce 
a try from this 
precise move.  
Day’s mother on the 

touchline was 
vocally thrilled, 
chanting loudly 

several times ‘that’s my beautiful baby’.  Whether that’s what a large hairy rugby player wants to hear from his mother at 
such a time is questionable but it didn’t seem to upset Ben Day. 
 
There was still nearly fifteen minutes on the clock.  The Wolves should really have added more to their tally but a 
combination of inaccuracy from them and to their credit, a Keswick side refusing to buckle when all was lost, albeit at the 
cost of successive penalty infringements, kept the Wolves at bay. 
 
Coach Chris Jones had mixed feelings over the performance afterwards. ‘On the one hand, he said, we got the five 
points we wanted and it’s hard to be too critical when your side has just scored ten tries but the performance was still a 
bit disappointing.  We weren’t as clinical in taking our chances as we should have been.  The intensity of our play in 
recent games was just missing.  It’s all very well raising the bar against the likes of Birkenhead Park and Sandbach but 
you can soon slip up against less fancied sides if you allow your standards to drop with careless sloppy play.  We got 
away with it on this occasion but we may not be so fortunate on another day.  Nevertheless, if we’d been offered a ten 
point lead by Christmas back in September, we would have grabbed it with both hands.  We’ve had to bring in a lot of 
players, already forty have worn the shirt this season, and it’s to the credit of all of them that the side has just kept 
producing the results.’ 
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Wolves Players, Appearances and Point 
Scorers 2019 - 20 

       

Jordan Ayrey 7 1    5 

Nick Barker 1      

James Coulthurst 12 8    40 

Sam Cutts 11 3    15 

Ben Day 10 4    20 

Alex Donaldson 1      

Charlie Gardiner 6      

Sammy Graham  1 1    5 

Ethan Harding 12 2   1 12 

Adam Hewitt 12 1    5 

Richard Hughes 3      

Mark Jennings 10 7   2 39 

Chris Jones 1 1    5 

Danny Kennedy 6      

Jonny Kennedy 5 3   3 21 

Jamie Kingdon 13 10    50 

Sam Lawton 12 1    5 

Ollie Lee 9      

Rhodri Lewis 4 1    5 

Bob MacCallum 14 2  2 44 104 

Conor McMurdock 6 1    5 

Jack Masters 11 1    5 

James Nicholson 3      

Matthew Norfolk-Clarke 3      

Kieran O’Rourke 8 1    5 

Harry Patch 2 1    5 

Rick Parker 1      

Mike Parker 6      

Seb Pemberton 9 2    10 

Andy Rimmer 4      

Toby Rowe 1      

Matt Shufflebottom 9      

Loui Staples 1      

Ollie Stockwin 6      

Sean Street 13 14    70 

Adam Taher 13 5    25 

Alex Taylor 11 6    30 

Robert Taylor 12 1    5 

Tommy Wilkinson 3 2    10 

George Witham 1      
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Nick Jones Photography 
Nick Jones Photography 

Mostyn’s Walks. 

 
Clwydians 
 
This walk is ideal for the shorter Winter days. A route of some 6.75 
miles, with an ascent of 1550 feet, it will be well within the 
capabilities of most. 

It takes in some great views, 
when on a clear day Snowdonia, 
the Vale of Clwyd and the 
Cheshire plain and across the 
Dee and Mersey estuaries to 
Liverpool and beyond may be 
enjoyed. A visit to the well 
known Jubilee Tower is a must 
as the path takes you to it. 
From the tower can be seen the 
towns of Ruthin and Denbigh 
in the Vale of Clwyd. 
 
The walk starts and finishes 

near the Village of Cilcain near Mold in Flintshire, access is via 
narrow lanes from Mold or via Star Crossing Rd from the A541 
between Mold and  Bodfari. Just over an hour drive from Wilmslow. 
 
Once in the village, there’s a small car park opposite the church 
where there are toilets and a small cafe. From the car park drive up 
the hill taking first left, turn up a narrow lane to reach lay-bys at grid 
SJ 170  652. Park here and walk back to the church, turn right down 
the hill, with the church on your left, until you reach a junction, SJ 
171 647. Take the gravel lane on the right and follow this for about 
1/4 mile take the next lane on your left uphill now until you reach 
another junction, SJ 168 643 where a right turn will take you to a 
gate and stile. From here the path is easy to follow,  though can be 
quite muddy, follow this, you’ll see a small reservoir on your left, the 
path continues to climb through a horse chestnut wooded area until 
it opens out below moorland. Continue following the path which 
steepens uphill winding through heather until reaching a wooden 
signpost at SJ 163 632 cross this, keeping the pine forest on your 
left, ascending for less than ½ mile where you will reach the Jubilee 
Tower. The main ascent of the walk is now complete; the remainder 
is varied with some fairly short up and down hill sections, one or 
two are a little steep on mainly gravel paths/tracks. 
 
You are now on the Offa’s Dyke Path, this runs from South Wales 
to Prestatyn .  Navigation is not a problem, stay on this path as it 
meander across open moorland until a steep downward path is 
reached at SJ 148 654 take care on this, there’s no exposure but the 
path is steep and can be slippery. On reaching the bottom, turn right 
along a tarmac road for about 300 yards, until you reach a gate at SJ 
148 659. Through this gate, on a gravel track, uphill for just over ½ 
mile. Through another gate and the track begins a slow descent 
eventually leading onto tarmac road and over a cross road, back to 
the parking area. 
 
A well-earned chocolate cake and cup of tea at the café, open until 
about 5pm., or well-earned pint in the White Horse. 
 
OS map sheet 265 will cover this area.  The Grid references are 
approximate and the author takes no responsibility for any error. 
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WHAT THEY SAID AT KESWICK 

 
Wilmslow were top the North One 
West League table by some 
margin and when Keswick played 
them away on Saturday their 
playing qualities were clear.  
 
On a sticky pitch that had survived 
an early inspection, Wilmslow 
kicked off and Keswick put in the 
first attack,  winning the game’s 
first penalty, which was converted 
by Lewis Bell for a 0-3 lead.  
 
Running the ball from the restart 
Keswick knocked on,  Wilmslow 
kicked through and from the 
subsequent line out took the lead 
with an unconverted try.  After ten 
minutes the first scrum went 
against the head to Wilmslow but 
the Wilmslow backs knocked on.  
Wilmslow attacked again through 
their backs and this lead to a line 
out from a penalty from which 
despite an overthrow, the ball was 
mauled across the line for a 
second unconverted try.  Wilmslow 
varied their attacks, sometimes 
releasing the ball to the backs, 
sometimes keeping it tight and 
shortly after the restart their prop 
was able to drive through Keswick 
tackling to score under the posts 
for a converted try to extend their 
lead to 17-3.  When Wilmslow 
opted for a running game they 
found that the Keswick defence 
was robust, Ryan Weir and 
Christian Sellars holding the ball 
up over the line, and the pack 
holding the first scrum drive but 
unable to stop the next, as the 
number 8 picked for 22-3 with only 
a quarter of the game gone.  
 
Keswick then knocked on and 
Wilmslow had a try disallowed for 

a forward pass.  Another try was denied only be an interception by Danny Price.  
Wilmslow then used their scrum supremacy to drive over for their fifth try. 
 
Keswick started the second half well, gained a man advantage and only 2 minutes 
in gained a man advantage when a Wilmslow player was yellow carded for 
deliberately slowing down the ball at the breakdown but then lost possession as the 
subsequent line out was not straight  Keswick attacked again but the ball was lost 
on the Wilmslow 10 metre line and on 48 minutes another unconverted try took the 
score to 32-3.  Again Keswick knocked on, the ball fell into a Wilmslow player’s 
hands.  Again Keswick attacked from the restart but an unfortunate knock on into 
the hands of a Wilmslow player gave them a good attacking opportunity which they 
took to run through Keswick tackles to go 37-3 up.  The interplay between the home 
side’s backs and forwards, particularly their ability to offload in the tackle, was 
impressive and it took some good clearing kicks from George Holme to clear 
Wilmslow from the Keswick 22..  Spending most of the second half in or close to the 
Keswick 22, it was only a matter of time before Wilmslow increased their score.     
 
On 67 minutes a clearing kick by Wilmslow was caught by Weir on the right and his 
speed outpaced the defence as he ran round to score for Keswick. 
.   
Wilmslow had given a good display of why they are at the top of the table but the 
final score does not give due credit to the effort, and refusal to give up, of the 
Keswick players. There were some excellent performances, especially in light of the 
injury list and the number of players stepping up as a result 

It was a bit wet on Boxing Day this year.  Bryn Lewis 
had the hardest job in making the ‘unplayable’ call to 
preserve the drenched turf on the club’s main pitch.  
Not to be thwarted, though, the annual game 
featuring Wilmslow HSOB and Wilmslow U23 still 
took place on the Jim Evison Field, from where 
excess water will drain away more quickly.  ‘Rain, 
reports Nick Jones, did not stop play.’ 
 
Nick Jones’s photography shows that nearly fifty 
past and present players with connections to the 
club turned up to play. 
 
With some confusion over kick off time, ranging from 
2.00pm, 2.15 to 2.300, it was hardly a surprise that 
many spectators, friends and relatives arrived late to 
suffer the torrential downpour on the exposed 
touchlines.   These were the people who make this a 
special annual event of inclusiveness and bringing 
together of old friends and familiar faces.  Some 
sensibly stayed in the club house, others 
trekked through the woods to  support the brave 
souls and stalwart's championing our noble sport by 
wearing ether the Dark Blue or Sky Blue Wolves 
shirt,  
 
Taking time off from studies, work and holiday, they 
gave a festive spectacle of the game in an 
atmosphere of camaraderie and competition.  
 
The man in the middle, John Pemberton, who 
commits so much to The Wooden Spoon Charity, 
controlled proceedings with his assistants to ensure 
fair play ensued in as free flowing a game as was 
possible in the horrible conditions, even though 
there was something of a let up in the rain  
 
The dark blues had the better of the first half, and 
the sky blues redressed the balance in the second 
half.  It was a win for WRUFC, the score was 
irrelevant, lthough the dark blues edged it.   
 
Friendship and auld acquaintance were renewed, 
beer in hand, in a full club house afterwards bursting 
with mirth and merriment.  It was a true sign that this 
fabulous annual event just seems to grow 
stronger year after year.  A word of thanks to to 
Ashley Cowan, Andy Whitham  and their team for 
their organisation of this year’s game and also to all 
the guys who turned up to participate, come rain or 
shine! 
 
WWIMH 
 

Report and photographs by Nick Jones 



Saturday 4th. January 2020 
North 1 West 

Wilmslow v Stockport 

15.  James Coulthurst                      
 
14.   Ben Day 
13.     Kieran O’Rourke 
12.   Ethan Harding 
11.     Jamie Kingdon 
 
10.   Bob MacCallum   
 9.       Sean Street 
 
1.   Ollie Stockwin 
2.   Conor McMurdock 
3.   Robert Taylor (capt.) 
4.   Adam Hewitt 
5.   Alex Taylor 
6.   Sammy Lawton 
7.   Seb Pemberton 
8.        Jack Masters 
 
Subs 
Adam Taher 
Danny Kennedy 
Sam Cutts 

   Wilmslow  Stockport  

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season 

15 Callum Owen 
  
14. Josh Schofield 
13.   Matt Blackman     
12.   Nick Coupland 
11.   Dudley Southern  .     
 
10.   Tom Eaton 
9.     Rory Austen 
       
1. Tom Mantell 
2. Tom Gardner 
3. Paul McGookin 
4. Matt Lawrawitsch 
5.     Callum Hibbs 
6.      Kieran Hibbs 
7.     Richard Sackville-West  
8.      Ryan Hanson 
 
Subs 
Andy Broadhurst 
Caelan Mallon 
Harry Rapley 

TODAY’S REFEREE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Taylor 

MDRURS 

NEXT MATCH AT THE MEMORIAL 
GROUND 

 
11th. January 

Vikings v Altrincham Kersal Cougars 

The Wolves are away on 11th. January at  
Northwich 

 

NORTHWICH RUFC 
‘Team of the Town’ 

MOSS FARM, FIRDALE RD., 
NORTHWICH CW8 4BH 

 
Exit the M56 at the Altrincham turn off and take 

the left turn at roundabout onto the A556 towards 
Chester.  Keep on the A556 until you cross the 
river Weaver and immediately afterwards turn 

right into School Lane.  At the end of School lane, 
turn right into Chester Rd. (A559) and continue 
until you turn left in to Moss Rd. (B5374).  The 

first turn left is Moss Lane, which you take, cross 
over Firdale Rd and into the Moss Farm leisure 

complex.   

Wolves Saturday afternoon kick off 
times at The Memorial Ground will be 

at 3.00pm. throughout the season 


