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Wolves  
Northern Premier 
League 

 Vikings 
Cotton Traders  
Championship 

 Hawks  
Halbro 4 East  

 

September  1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

KIRKBY LONSDALE 
Vale of Lune 
ALNWICK 
Hull 
LYMM 

L 
W 
L 
L 
L 

 Macclesfield 
 
Rochdale 
WIRRAL 
Blackburn 

W 
 
W 
W 
L 

 Ashton on Mersey 
ALDWINIANS 
Altrincham Kersal 
MARPLE 
Rochdale 

L 
W 
HWO 
 
 

October 6 
13 
20 
27 

 
Harrogate 
SANDAL 
Billingham 

 
L 
L 
L 

  
ROCHDALE 
Firwood Waterloo 
KENDAL 

 
L 
W 
D 

  
ASHTON UNDER LYNE 
Broughton Park 
HEATON MOOR 

 
HWO 
AWO 
HWO 

November 3 
10 
17 
24 

ROSSENDALE 
 
Wirral 
BLAYDON 

L 
 
L 
L 

 Stockport 
 
ROCHDALE 
Wirral 

W 
 
L 
L 

 The Hawks do not now play in 
any competitive league 
structure.  Games are ar-
ranged on an ad hoc basis. 

 

December 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

ILKLEY 
Kendal 
VALE OF LUNE 

L 
L 
D 

 BLACKBURN 
Rossendale 
FIRWOOD WATERLOO 
 
 

W 
HWO 
W 

   

January 5 
12 
19 
26 

Alnwick 
HULL 
Lymm 
HARROGATE 

L 
L 
L 
L 

 Kendal 
STOCKPORT 
MACCLESFIELD 

L 
W 
W 

   

February 2 
9 

16 
23 

 
Sandal 
BILLINGHAM 

 
L 
L 

  
ROCHDALE 
 
KENDAL 

 
W 
 
W 

   

March 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

Rossendale 
WIRRAL 
 
Blaydon 
Ilkley 

L 
W 
 
L 
L 

 Macclesfield W    

April 6 
13 
20 
27 

 

KENDAL 
Kirkby Lonsdale 

       

Raging Bull Senior U18 Colts : League C 
September 2 

9 
16 
23 
30 

Birkenhead Park 
MACCLESFIELD 
Caldy 
SANDBACH 
 

L 
L 

 February 3 
10 
17 
24 

 
BIRKENHEAD PARK 

 

October  7 
14 
21 
28 

 

Lymm 
SOUTHPORT 
Chester 

  March 3 
10 
17 
24 
31  

  

November 4 
11 
18 
25 

 
Macclesfield 
CALDY 
Sandbach 

  April 7 
14 
21 
28  

  

December 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

 
January 6 

13 
20 
27 

 
LYMM 
 
 
 
 
Southport 
 
CHESTER 

  May    

 

Welcome to Wilmslow RUFC for the last home game of the season against Kendal. 
 
Our visitors today are fighting to avoid relegation from the North Premier league whilst we are already down 
for next season.  Last week Kendal lost at home to Blaydon 21-57, they have two games left, against ourselves 
today and at home to Ilkley for the last match of the season.  They are lying 8 points behind Lymm with an 
inferior points difference so I calculate that our visitors today need two wins with bonus points and hope that 
Lymm lose their last two matches against Sandal (currently 5th) away and Billingham (4th) at home. 
 
Hull at the top of the league are already promoted and it looks like a bun fight between Blaydon and Harrogate 
for second place.  With one point between the two clubs it's going to be close.  If there are any “easier” 
fixtures in this league, Blaydon possibly have the easier run in against Kirkby Lonsdale (10th) at home and Vale 
of Lune (13th and relegated) away. Whilst Harrogate have two home games left they are against Ilkley (8th) 
and Sandal (5th). It’s going to be an exciting next two Saturdays!! 
 
It's been a great experience for us this year against some excellent clubs playing an attractive style of rugby. 
After gaining promotion last year in a well fought play-off against Driffield, we stepped into a league we had 
not seen for some 30 years. A league boasting professional and semi-professional players. Whilst we have only 
won two games up to now this season, and sit at the bottom of the league, our lads have played some great 
rugby throughout the season.  Most impressive has been their never say die attitude.  The silver lining about 
relegation means that we are likely to be renewing local rivalries with Stockport, Manchester, Altrincham 
Kersal, Bowdon, Broughton Park, Burnage, and Northwich so there will be local derbies throughout next 
season! 
 
Last time at home we beat Wirral 47-34 and the beer tasted very good that night.  Our 17 year old English 
Lamb, Gus Fiennes scoring a great try on his home league debut.  The following week away at Blaydon we 
went down 20-44 to a very slick Blaydon side. After being 0-26 down at half-time we won the second half 20-
18 controlling the game for much of that half. The game took its toll on the players with several injuries 
resulting in 7 changes to the side that travelled to Ilkley last week where we suffered one of our biggest defeats 
of the season losing 52-0.  We are hoping that those injured for last week are back for today’s game as the last 
time we played Kendal we lost a very close game 25-15.  
 
After the away game at Blaydon, coach Rick Jones announced to the team that he would be leaving us at the 
end of the season.  Macclesfield have asked him to go and coach there and as its his home club we all 
understand his decision.  On behalf of everyone at the club I would like to express our thanks to Rick for 
everything he has done during his time with us and to wish him well next season (and beyond) at Macclesfield. 
 
Another huge thank you goes out to former President Nigel Day for once again organising the Wilmslow Half 
Marathon on 24th March and to everyone who turned out to help. This is the biggest annual event at the club 
and generates a greatly needed financial contribution each year. 
 
Good luck tomorrow to all of our teams in the Junior section competing in their respective Cheshire Cup 
tournaments. We have experienced some fantastic results throughout the age groups all season - keep it going 
tomorrow guys. 
 
Lastly, a very big thank you to all of our sponsors and advertisers for their support throughout the year, 
especially our main sponsors Neubria, Shoosmiths, Jak Steel and Porsche Wilmslow. We hope the association 
with Wilmslow Rugby Club has been as good for you as it has for us and look forward to having you on board 
for next season.” 
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SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 2018-19 
 

Alan Lang :  
Artisan Meat Co :  Barry Fisher : Beauchamp Charles : 

Bengal Tiger Lily : Byrom  
Calder Peel FGP : Concept Group  

Country Home Furnishing : Curtaincraft 
CVSL : David Barker : Jonty Fallows : Gascoigne Halman  

gas-elec : Gusto Alderley Edge  
Hallams Property Consultants : Bryn Lewis 

Edge Fencing : Iain Milne  : Ian Stewart : Jon Hitch  
Kinsella Tax : M2 Recruitment : Ioniq Gobal : Neubria  

Norman Herring : Old Mutual Wealth : O’Neills  
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P J Design : Printerland : RHS Property Services  
Running Bear : S C & P Jones:  Shoosmiths : Stig  
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Tim Holloway : Waters : Wilmslow Preparatory School  

TSG Properties : TWP Wealth : Vision Express Wilmslow   
Waters : Wheatsheaf Press : Wilmslow Electrical : 

Wilmslow Glass : Wizard Tea Room 
 

Wilmslow RUFC is an 
open community 

based club, offering a 
game to anyone 

coming through the 
gates from the age of 
six upwards - with no 

upper age limit. 
 

Nevertheless, 
subscriptions and bar 
receipts are just not 
sufficient to maintain 
the wonderful sports 
field we have here. 

 
We, therefore, 

acknowledge and 
thank all those 
individuals and 

organisations, who 
have supported the 
club, the teams and 

the players this 
season either by 

sponsorship, 
advertising or 

donation.  Without 
them we just would 

not be here. 
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                                                        Jacuzzi® Hydromassage can form an essential part of Sports and 
                                                      Fitness programs, helping to relax the body after exercise and 

                                               repair itself to prepare for the following day. Only Jacuzzi® 
                                                      Hydromassage offers your body the total all over body massage 
                                                         that will treat your joints and muscles with the care that they 

need to ensure you are feeling great after exercise.  Train harder, recover faster with Jacuzzi 
Hydromassage available from Jones Bathrooms 

 

Bathroom Showroom Wilmslow 01625 445742 
91 Chapel Lane Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

Rick Jones 
Nothing lasts for ever and after six seasons as club coach, 
Rick Jones has decided to return to his home club of 
Macclesfield in a coaching role, probably to replace the 
present Macclesfield coach who was informed that his 
contract would not be renewed at the end of the season.  
Macc have now made a temporary appointment until the 
end of the season.   
 
This then is Jonah’s last home match at Wilmslow as club 
coach.     
 
We are sorry to see him leave.  He’s become well liked at 
our club and has fitted in well with the club’s values.  He 
has enjoyed, this season not withstanding, no little 
success, particularly last season, when the Wolves 
achieved their highest league standing in over 30 years..   
 
Six seasons though as coach at the same club is a good 
stint by anyone’s standards and if he has also come to the 
conclusion that he doesn’t feel that he can take our current 
players any further and that it’s time for a change, then, 
with the door ajar at Macc, we can fully understand why he 
is now making the move.  Jonah has always said that his 
ultimate coaching ambition would be to coach the club for 
which he made over 500 first team appearances. 
 
It will take some divine intervention for Macc to avoid the 
drop to Level 5 next season.  They face title chasing Hull 
Ionians at home this afternoon and if they don’t get a five 
point result, then relegation will become a certainty.  
They’re already 14 points behind 13th. Placed Sheffield 
Tigers with a vastly inferior points difference. 
 
We wish him well back at Macc.    
 
Will it be N1W next season or down to the 
Midlands 
With three North West sides due to be relegated from the 
Northern Premier League this season and at most only two 
coming up from N1W, Carlisle and Blackburn, depending 
on the play off result, you wonder how the league 
organising committee will sort out the conundrum.  Will 
two, three or four be relegated from N1W or will Penrith be 
moved back into N1E to get the numbers to balance.   
 
A straight swap between Anselmians and De La Salle 
going down from N1W with Bowden and Altrincham Kersal 
coming up from the Cheshire and Lancashire League 
looks certain but it would be tough on any one of the six 
clubs who already have at least 60 league points and close 
to a 50% record if any one or two of them had to go down 
as well.   
 
So does that mean that one of the three coming down from 
the Northern Premier would be hived off into Midlands 1 
West to play against the likes of Stoke on Trent and 
Whitchurch.  Lymm had a spell in the Midlands a few years 
back, so did Northwich and both Sandbach and Crewe 
have been in the Midlands set up for a few seasons now. If 
Lymm stay up, then the Wolves could well find themselves 
trekking off to Ludlow, Wolverhampton, Worcester,  
Hereford and the such like next season.  Regardless of 

how Lymm fare, they may still find themselves Midlands 
bound.   
 
Hold your breath on that one! 
 
It’s been a pretty rotten season for the club’s senior sides.  
The Wolves drummed out of the Northern Premier, the 
Vikings being expelled from the Cotton Traders 
Conference and the Hawks folding back in the autumn.  
Never since the very early days have there been so few 
players around. 
 
It has been the Wolves worst season since 2002/03, which 
was even worse.  That season they finished bottom of 
North 2 West with only two wins from the twenty two 
played.  But the first season of the leagues set up was the 
worst of all, when Wilmslow won only one game all 
season.  You only played fifteen league matches in those 
days.  It was nearly as bad the following season when the 
club was relegated once again from North West 1 down to 
North West 2.  That was Level 8 rugby, where the club 
mainly resided until the leagues were reorganised in 1998-
99 to flatten out the structure.   
 
The top half of NW2, including Wilmslow, went into SLC1 
at Level 7.  It wasn’t until ten years later, after at least two 
false dawns, that the club was able to hold down a place in 
Level 6 rugby. 
 
Tom Higginson 
Congratulations to Tom Higginson, who was impressive for 
Cheshire U20s against Yorkshire three weeks ago and on 
the strength of that was called up for a North U20 trial at 
Lymm.  On this occasion though, he didn’t make the cut 
despite playing well.  A Kings old boy, he’s well known to 
Rick Jones, who tried to persuade him to play senior 
section rugby here this season. Nick Jones is hopeful that 
he’ll be available for club rugby next season.  Let’s hope 
we see him soon on the Wolves. 
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the strength of that was called up for a North U20 trial at 
Lymm.  On this occasion though, he didn’t make the cut 
despite playing well.  A Kings old boy, he’s well known to 
Rick Jones, who tried to persuade him to play senior 
section rugby here this season. Nick Jones is hopeful that 
he’ll be available for club rugby next season.  Let’s hope 
we see him soon on the Wolves. 
 
 



Wolves Appearances and Point    
Scorers : 2018 - 19 

       

Jordan Ayrey 11 3    15 
Nick Barker 4 1    5 
Sam Beckett 6 3    15 
Tom Bull 1      

Lewis Bundy-Davis 2 2    10 
James Burgess 5      
Sam Cutts 11      
Mike Clifford 8 3    15 
Stuart Costello 2      

James Coulthurst 13 3    15 

Ben Day 19 6    30 

Alex Donaldson 14      

Jonny Evans 1      

Gus Fiennes 1 1    5 

Charlie Gardiner 3      

Sammy Graham 16      

Ethan Harding 21 4    20 
Adam Hewitt 20 1    5 
Richard Hughes 11      
Chris Jones 3      

Danny Kennedy 4 2    10 

Jonny Kennedy 5      

Jordan Kennedy 1      

Ollie Lee 9      

Rhodri Lewis 9      

Will Maslen 4 1    5 

Jack Masters 13 2    10 

Bob MacCallum 17 2  7 30 91 

Conor McMurdock 12    2 4 

Simeon Meek 14      

Kyle Mellor 13 3    15 

James Nicholson 15      

Harry O’Loughlin 7 1    5 

Mike Parker 9      

Harry Patch 6      

Seb Pemberton 2      

Elliot Rowe 12    3 6 

Matt Shufflebottom 5      

Sean Street 18 7    35 
Adam Taher 1      
Alex Taylor 22 8    40 

Robert Taylor 20 1    5 
Ollie Wilkinson 5      
George Witham 6      
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Specialist in Domestic  

Extension and  
Design  

 
Paul Sheridon  

Tel. 07969 790075 
psherid 

@btconnect.com 
 
 

Paul Sheridon wishes the 
Wolves every  

success in 2018-19 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday 27th. and Sunday 28th. April 
Junior and Mini Festival 

 
2nd. May 

Garner Cup at Prestbury Golf Club 
Contact : David Barker 

 
3rd. May 

Annual Players Dinner  
in the Clubhouse 

Contact : Barry Fisher  
 

19th. May 
Beating the Bounds  

in aid of East Cheshire Hospice 
Contact: Nedspencer@point-systems.co.uk 
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Saturday 30th. March 2019                                Northern Premier League 
Ilkley 52 - 0 Wilmslow 
It was a makeshift Wilmslow selection that made its way to the picturesque Ilkley ground, sandwiched between Ilkley 
Moor to the south and Wharfedale on its northern side.  Whether any of the players were in the mood to appreciate their 
surroundings is open to question.  MacCallum. Day and Coulthurst, usually automatic picks, were all on the touchlines 
nursing knocks from last week’s encounter at Blaydon.  Street was also missing so it was a chance for some others to 
show what they could do.  The Wilmslow cupboard may not be overloaded with promising young talent but nor is it 
entirely bare.  Elliott Rowe, in particular, has stood out at No. 10 in the club’s second string but whether he has yet 
developed the all round game to prosper at Level 5 or Level 6 rugby is yet to be proven.  Prop Mike Parker and 2nd. row 
Charlie Gardiner, both sons of distinguished rugby playing fathers, looked to be young tyros in the making.  Gardiner, in 
fact, made one of the few clean line breaks that his side managed all afternoon. 
 
There can be no doubting the effort and commitment on the field of play of this Wolves side, as has been the case all 
season, but you need more than that to win games at this level and  it was soon apparent that there was only going to 
be one winner and it wasn’t going to be Wilmslow.  Ilkley are a comfortably placed mid table side and they outplayed 
Wilmslow in every aspect of the game.  All round, they had more pace, power and skill in their ranks.  Man for man, 
every one of their backs had the pace to beat their Wolves opposite number.  When they put their mind to it, their 
execution was undertaken with an accuracy and speed that their Wilmslow opponents could only dream about.  All 
season long, the Wolves have coughed up the ball too often either in contact or through inaccurate kicking.  Today was 
no exception and as we have already found out, sides at this level will take full advantage. 
 
Ilkley dominated possession throughout.  The first of their eight tries came after ten minutes and three more followed 
before half time.  Wilmslow forced a few isolated moments close to the Ilkley line but couldn’t make much of them.  
When they were driven back from a lineout just five metres from the Ilkley line and then moments later lost another 
throw in a virtually identical position, you sensed that it was all up.   
 

The second half 
continued in a similar 
vein.  For a while, it 
looked as though the 
Wolves might get a 
token score for their 
efforts, Charlie 
Gardiner twice being 
prominent and their 
was a mazy run out of 
defence by stand in 
scrum half Conor 
McMurdock on about 
sixty minutes.  But 
when the ball was lost 
in contact that was the 
signal for Ilkley to run 
away with for their fifth 
try.  It was still only 31 
– 0 but the home side 
were building up a 
head of steam with 
aggressive and 
determined running 
and then with five 
minutes remaining 
the floodgates 
opened.  Full of 
confidence, the home 
side joyfully ran 
everything with width 
to score three tries in 
rapid succession 
against a punch 
drunk Wilmslow 
defence.  
 
It was a relief all 
round when the 
referee blew for no 
side after their eighth 
try. 

Saturday 30th. March 2019                                Northern Premier League 
Ilkley 52 - 0 Wilmslow 
It was a makeshift Wilmslow selection that made its way to the picturesque Ilkley ground, sandwiched between Ilkley 
Moor to the south and Wharfedale on its northern side.  Whether any of the players were in the mood to appreciate their 
surroundings is open to question.  MacCallum. Day and Coulthurst, usually automatic picks, were all on the touchlines 
nursing knocks from last week’s encounter at Blaydon.  Street was also missing so it was a chance for some others to 
show what they could do.  The Wilmslow cupboard may not be overloaded with promising young talent but nor is it 
entirely bare.  Elliott Rowe, in particular, has stood out at No. 10 in the club’s second string but whether he has yet 
developed the all round game to prosper at Level 5 or Level 6 rugby is yet to be proven.  Prop Mike Parker and 2nd. row 
Charlie Gardiner, both sons of distinguished rugby playing fathers, looked to be young tyros in the making.  Gardiner, in 
fact, made one of the few clean line breaks that his side managed all afternoon. 
 
There can be no doubting the effort and commitment on the field of play of this Wolves side, as has been the case all 
season, but you need more than that to win games at this level and  it was soon apparent that there was only going to 
be one winner and it wasn’t going to be Wilmslow.  Ilkley are a comfortably placed mid table side and they outplayed 
Wilmslow in every aspect of the game.  All round, they had more pace, power and skill in their ranks.  Man for man, 
every one of their backs had the pace to beat their Wolves opposite number.  When they put their mind to it, their 
execution was undertaken with an accuracy and speed that their Wilmslow opponents could only dream about.  All 
season long, the Wolves have coughed up the ball too often either in contact or through inaccurate kicking.  Today was 
no exception and as we have already found out, sides at this level will take full advantage. 
 
Ilkley dominated possession throughout.  The first of their eight tries came after ten minutes and three more followed 
before half time.  Wilmslow forced a few isolated moments close to the Ilkley line but couldn’t make much of them.  
When they were driven back from a lineout just five metres from the Ilkley line and then moments later lost another 
throw in a virtually identical position, you sensed that it was all up.   
 

The second half 
continued in a similar 
vein.  For a while, it 
looked as though the 
Wolves might get a 
token score for their 
efforts, Charlie 
Gardiner twice being 
prominent and their 
was a mazy run out of 
defence by stand in 
scrum half Conor 
McMurdock on about 
sixty minutes.  But 
when the ball was lost 
in contact that was the 
signal for Ilkley to run 
away with for their fifth 
try.  It was still only 31 
– 0 but the home side 
were building up a 
head of steam with 
aggressive and 
determined running 
and then with five 
minutes remaining 
the floodgates 
opened.  Full of 
confidence, the home 
side joyfully ran 
everything with width 
to score three tries in 
rapid succession 
against a punch 
drunk Wilmslow 
defence.  
 
It was a relief all 
round when the 
referee blew for no 
side after their eighth 
try. 



 
 
 

Senior Colts Conference League - B  2018/19 

Cotton Traders Championship 2018/19 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts  

Kendal 2nd XV 4 3 0 1 63 59 4 1 1 16 

Wirral 2nd XV 4 3 0 1 60 67 -7 2 0 16 

Wilmslow 2nd XV 4 3 0 1 103 56 47 3 0 15 

Stockport 2nd XV 4 2 0 2 118 55 63 2 2 14 

Rochdale 2nd XV 4 1 0 3 94 134 -40 3 0 10 

Macclesfield 3rd XV 4 0 0 4 24 91 -67 0 0 3 

 

Team P W D L For Agst Diff +/- Pts 

Altrincham Kersal  12 9 1 2 216 143 73 0 40 

Heaton Moor  11 6 1 4 267 175 92 2 32 

Vale of Lune  11 6 0 5 119 210 -91 1 30 

Kirkby Lonsdale  11 5 0 6 175 168 7 3 28 

Southport  11 5 0 6 260 223 37 1 26 

Liverpool Collegiate  11 5 0 6 258 269 -11 1 26 

Newcastle (Staffs)  11 2 0 9 207 314 -107 2 17 

Wilmslow  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cotton Traders Championship 
Conference C  
23rd. February 
Vikings 27- 22 Kendal 
2nd. March 
Macclesfield 5 - 31 Vikings 
 
Teams in Conference A : Caldy, 
Chester, Fylde, Macclesfield, 
Preston Grasshoppers, Sedgley 
Park.  
 
Conference B : Blackburn, Waterloo, 
Lymm, Sale, Rossendale, Vale of 
Lune 
 
Conference C : Kendal, Macclesfield 
3, Rochdale, Stockport, Wilmslow, 
Wirral 
 
Halbro NW Colts Conference B 
Sadly, the Colts have had to 
withdraw from Conference League B 
as they have had to concede more 
matches than the Halbro league 
rules allow.   
 
Their remaining matches will be 
played on a friendly basis. WHAT THEY SAID AT WIRRAL 

The first half of the match was a nightmare for Wirral, writes Andrew Broadbent.  One can look to the growing injury list, 
unavailability and positional changes but there was also I feel a touch of complacency.  Wirral were missin g their 
captain Craig Harvey, centre Chris Speed and Tom Parry. 
 
Wilmslow played with a strong wind behind them in the first half but it was Wirral who made the first move with a Dan 
Harvey break but no one was in support to carry on the move and a long clearance downfield gave Wilmslow territorial 
advantage and from a scrum 22m out, the ball was spun down the line and an overlap created for winger, James 
Coulthurst to touch down.    In the 14th and 18th minutes when Wirral were in the opposition half, passes were 
intercepted and Wilmslow’s Ethan Harding and James Coulhurst were both left with easy run ins from 55m out for 21-0.  
Another Harvey break ended when Joe Murray was bundled into touch   Wilmslow cleared their lines and from 
interception a grubber kick to a metre from the corner flag kept Wirral on the defensive. From a scrum 15m out the ball 
was swung left and Ben Day on the charge scored close to the posts, duly converted 28-0, at a point a minute at this 
stage. 
 
Wirral put in a long kick downfield into the wind enabling them to apply some pressure.  Controlled possession gave 
Mike Warren the opportunity to score his first try of the season, converted by James Annetts.  Now back in the game 
with the benefit of the wind to come in the second half, Wirral just needed either a second score or to avoid conceding 
again.  Alas that was not to be as a bout of good passing enabled Wilmslow scrum half Sean Street to score under the 
posts for 35-7 at half time. 
 
There were strong words from the Wirral coach at half time and with the benefit of the wind, it was made clear where 
the game was to be played in the second half. Wilmslow however had a spell of controlled possession in the Wirral half 
for a further try from Ben Day.  Two substitutions were made; Ben Brooks came on for Harvey and James Adams for 
Haydn Long.  Iin the next 10 minutes, two tries came through Warren and Brooks, the latter from a good Annetts break.    
However a further try from Wilmslow through Ben Day his third put the game beyond Wirral as Wilmslows lead was 
extended to 47-19. Adam Don then replaced Warren.  In the final 12 minutes of the game, Wirral scored tries through 
mark Williams, Chris Crowley and Sam Broadbent   With time running out, a quickly taken penalty was then interfered 
with by a Wilmslow player causing a knock on.and  the referee awarded Wilmslow a final scrum to finish the match.    
. 
This was poor performance by Wirral and work will have to be done to pick up the players.  Hopefully some of the 
others will also be returning.   

WHAT THEY SAID AT ILKLEY 
So no banana skin slip after all at Stacks Field for Ilkley’s last home match of the season - in March for goodness sake - as 
a game, but severely limited Wilmslow side were put to the sword by the rampant Dalesmen. 
 
A game of two halves for sure, but in this case, a perfect mirror image 26-0 at halftime and 52-0 at no side. And the 
forwards (actually one forward, No. 8 Max McKay) scoring all four tries before the break and the backs all four thereafter, 
two from Struan Connor and one each from Archie Elwood and. Chuckle Ramsay, who chipped in with six conversions, 
and yes, three in each half. 
 
Wilmslow retained possession quite well for the opening spell, but once Ilkley won it back, they kept it till they scored. 
Blake Morgan would have done better to have passed after a super break, but Ilkley kept the ball live until McKay went 
over for his 
first,  A  lovely break by Ramsay followed, the pass didn’t go to hand, but from a scrum on the Wilmslow 5m line  McKay 
went over again.  Wilmslow then had a period of possession which ended when their ball carrier was bundled into touch.  . 
Blake Morgan then broke out of defence and there was McKay again, popping up at inside centre for his hat trick. There 
was time for another counter from Wilmslow, easily rebuffed, before another patient build up through the phases led to 
McKay’s fourth try.  Wilmslow‘s plucky riposte was held up over the line and referee Mr Morrison blew for half time. 
 
The first quarter of an hour of the second half was a trifle dull, enlivened only by a lovely Ilkley move upfield winding up 
with an unfortunate knock on.  Dullness morphed into scrappiness and the terraces grew restless. Wilmslow were going 
nowhere, but neither were their hosts.  The stalemate was brief and ended by a great take in the line out by Peter Erskine 
followed by a full on sprint for the Wilmslow line from Connor.  More scrappy play ensued.. Wilmslow had their centre 
Hughes taking a ten minute break for a deliberate knock on before Ilkley’s backs took charge whilst their pack were 
exchanging telephone numbers with their counterparts. Ramsay took the pass to go under the posts, his kick making it 38-
0.  Wilmslow had effectively thrown in the towel now and with Ilkley’s fitness coming to the fore, another two tries were 
notched from broken play. 
 
So, a job well done, but the feeling was that it could have been better. Better than an eight try mauling? Moot point, but 
there’s no doubt that next week’s opposition will be considerably sterner.  Harrogate still have a play off place to consider 
and the game will have a particular edge, as all local derbies do.  Ilkley have now matched last season’s points tally and 
whilst it might prove difficult to improve on last year’s seventh place, there’s an opportunity with two games left to end with 
higher points. 
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KENDAL RUFC  
Kendal arrive here today with their fate for the season still unresolved.  They have to win both their last two matches, 
scoring at least four tries in one of them for a five point win and hope that Lymm get nothing from their games.  Both Lymm 
and Kendal enjoyed home wins against each other but Lymm’s points difference is far superior to Kendal’s.  Lymm may 
start out this afternoon 8 points clear of Kendal but it’s a struggle that looks as though it could go right to the wire. 
 
Wilmslow’s record against Kendal isn’t good.  A solitary home win back in 2013/14 by 26-20 has been their only success 
since relations were resumed after a near twenty year interlude.  Kendal were lying third in the league, thanks mainly to a 
big powerful pack and announced their arrival at The Memorial Ground by nearly demolishing the left hand gate corner 
post.  Wilmslow president, as he was then, Jon Hitch was not amused as his gleaming new Mercedes motor car only 
narrowly missed being showered by flying debris.  Kendal started with two scores to go 10 - 0 ahead before the Wolves got 
into gear with four tries either side of half time.   There was a master class that afternoon though from Ollie McCall, who 

scored two of the Wolves four tries.  If only he could have 
kept clear of injury, a glittering rugby career must have 
followed.  What a loss he has been.  Lawrence James, 
another forced prematurely out of the game through injury, 
and Sam Cutts scored the other two tries.  The Wolves then 
fell foul of the referee and Kendal got back into the game 
with two bulldozing scores from their forwards. 
 
Some of the other games have been settled by only a single 
score but our visitors have generally held the whip hand.   
 
Last December, the Wolves had put in a decent showing in 
the wet wintery gloom at the new Mintbridge before going 
down by 25 - 15.  You sensed their luck was out when Bob 
MacCallum had a perfectly good penalty kick at goal 
inexplicably ruled out at a critical time during the game and 
although Kyle Mellor scored soon after to reduce the deficit 
to a single score, Kendal controlled the ball in the final 
minutes, enabling winger Nick Carlton to score the third of 

his three tries to make the 
game safe for them.    
 
They then won away at Wirral 
a fortnight ago but 
unsurprisingly were well 
beaten by Blaydon last week, 
despite a gutsy performance 
from a new look side.   
 
They will see today’s match 
against an already relegated 
Wilmslow as eminently 
winnable and given the state 
of play between them and 
Lymm, there’s no doubt they 
will be up for this one, aiming 
for a five pointer to narrow the 
gap still further.  Anything 
less than a win and they’ll be 
joining Vale of Lune and 
Wilmslow in N1W next 
season.  That would cause a 
bit of sniggering just along the 
road  at Kirkby Lonsdale.  No 
love lost there! 
 
Wilmslow will be playing for a 
bit of pride and if they can put 
in a decent performance, this 
is a match which could be 
within their grasp.  We shall 
soon know.   
 Pictures from Wilmslow v Kendal : 5th. April 2014 
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REHAU NATIONAL INSTALLER OF THE YEAR  - 2015-16 

RESIDENCE 9 UPVC 

16th. March 
And then there were just two.  At least, that’s the way it looked until the results for 23rd. March were in.  Kirkby 
Lonsdale were no doubt feeling that they were a bit too close to the relegation zone for comfort when they eased their 
worries by beating Billingham three weeks ago by three tries to one on a day when you wonder whether Underley Park 
was really fit for play but we know from our own experience that they won’t let a storm or gale or bit of local flooding 
get in the way of a rugby match up there.  It was a result which completed the second bit of the season’s business by 
ensuring that Hull can’t now be caught by anyone.  It also put the Teesiders back into fourth place behind Blaydon and 
Harrogate, making them outsiders for the second place play off.  Billingham showed when they visited us a fortnight 
earlier that they could be very dangerous when they get into overdrive but their second half here did also suggest that 
maybe they could also lose their way especially away from home.  Playing in a stormy gale at Underley Park would 
have been very different from playing on their own G4 pitch.  Whether familiarity with that has had any impact on their 
unbeaten home record is another debating point. 
 
23rd. March 
Home wins for Blaydon, Billingham and Harrogate means that its still cheek by jowl for the second place play off 
position.   
 
It was a real thriller at Harrogate, where Hull were chasing a 22nd. Consecutive win, which would have been a new 
club record.  Harrogate had to win to stay in the hunt for second place.  A penalty try when Hull winger Adlard was 
nearly decapitated followed by a Humberstone penalty gave them a 10-0 half time advantage.  Harrogate though 
scored twice in the first 10 minutes of the second half and then in a hectic finish Hull regained the lead with a second 
penalty try and until the last move of the game when Harrogate second row Andy Boyde used all his substantial bulk 
to force himself over the line for the winner.   
 
Vale of Lune struggled all week to put a side together for their first ever visit to Billingham.  In the end only sixteen 
players were on the coach and it was every bit the nightmare that a 75-10 hiding would imply.  A true picture of 
Billingham’s worth will become apparent after today’s encounter with Hull. 
 
Nobody expected Wilmslow to derail Blaydon’s onward march but by all accounts the Wolves acquitted themselves 
with some honour, at times playing some good rugby, and scored three tries through Ayrey, Fiennes and R Taylor, 
despite arriving just before kick off and without their kit.  Blaydon though took full advantage when Wilmslow coughed 
up the ball to run in eight tries. 
    
At the nether end of the table, the third piece of end of season business was completed by Vale of Lune’s not 
unexpected annihilation at Billingham.  Vale had only sixteen players available to make the trip.  Both of last season’s 
promotes sides from N1W are now making a rapid return to back where they came from.  Kendal held on to prevail at 
Wirral, scoring four tries in the process,  By all accounts, Wirral dominated the game but it was a day when it went the 
way of a gritty Kendal performance.  Lymm lost out at home to Ilkley so Kendal’s chances of avoiding  the drop at 
Lymm’s expense were still alive.   
 
30th. March  
Blaydon and Harrogate both secured five more league points against relegation candidates Kendal and Lymm 
respectively, whilst Billingham’s challenge for a second place finish was probably dealt a mortal blow at Alnwick, 
where the home side prevailed by 22-15.  That leaves Blaydon on 90 points and Harrogate on 89.  Blaydon now have 
Kirkby Lonsdale visiting them today and then finish their season next week at Vale of Lune.  They look like the runners 
up to me. 
 
Blaydon scored nine tries at Mintbridge but a new look Kendal side with development players brought in still acquitted 
themselves with some distinction, scoring three tries. 
 
The only difficulty Harrogate had at Lymm was understanding the referee’s interpretation of the tackle laws.  Otherwise 
they were never really threatened by a Lymm side, which never stopped trying.  Four tries was enough to get 
Harrogate the 5 league points they needed to stay in touch with Blaydon. 
 
The contest for the third relegation spot between Kendal and Lymm is still wide open.  Wilmslow will have to be much 
sharper than they were last week at Ilkley to dent Kendal’s hopes.  Their last game is at home against Ilkley, which is 
just the sort of side you wouldn’t want calling on such a day.  Lymm meanwhile have a difficult assignment today at 
Sandal so it may all come down to their last home game against Billingham.  That I guess will depend on what side 
Billingham bring with them to Crouchley Lane and that will probably depend on the outcome of their match today 
against Hull.  Lose that one and it’ll be all over for the Teesiders for another season.    
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Saturday 9th. March 2019                              Northern Premier League 
Wilmslow 47 – 34 Wirral 
There was huge emotional relief in the Wolves changing room after this one.  The players all knew they had let 
themselves down the week before at Rossendale and all week they had been intent on producing a performance 
against Wirral.  ‘It was a good week’, said coach Rick Jones afterwards.  ‘Attendance at training on Tuesday and 
Thursday had been high, there was a full squad present on Thursday night, every one of the players had been asked 
in front of their team mates to say what they thought they could improve on, time keeping had been spot on and 
there’d been a good positive attitude all round.  Individually, these are all little things, added Jones, but taken together 
they had made all the difference.’ 
 
In scoring seven tries to their opponents’ six, it was Wilmslow’s first win since September, only their second of the 
season, their first league points of 2019 and their first win against Wirral since November 2012.  It didn’t, of course, 
change their league standing but it will have given them heart for the last four games of this campaign. 
 
It was also a milestone in the rugby career of Wolves full back Ben Day, who scored three tries to become the club’s 
leading all time try scorer, surpassing Mike Tinkler’s record which had stood for over forty years.  Day started his 
rugby at the club as a six year old boy and made his Wolves debut in 2005/06.  This was his 215th. game for the 
Wolves, during which he has now scored 110 tries.  Tinkler himself was present on the terraces to witness the passing 
of the guard, as it were, and was one of the first to congratulate him afterwards.   
 
Wirral had arrived on the back of a good season and were lying fifth in the league, the best of the North West sides, 
despite a couple of hiccoughs recently against Birkenhead Park in the Cheshire Vase and last week at home against 
Blaydon.  They were missing a few of their stand out players to injury but those playing had all been in the squad from 
the outset of the season.  They had cuffed Wilmslow at Clatterbridge back in November and would have expected to 
win today.  Maybe they were over confident and were made to pay for a series of handling and passing errors.  By the 
time, they got into full gear in the final quarter, it was just too late for them.  
 
Wirral started the game with a penetrating run from centre Danny Harvey and with support runners on either shoulder 
an opening try in the first minute looked a certainty until the scoring pass was somehow intercepted for the Wolves to 
clear.  Wirral were then judged to have thrown in squint at the lineout and from quick scrum ball a first phase passing 
move saw Ben Day intrude the line and to judge his pass to right winger James Coulthurst perfectly for the Wolves 
opening score, converted from wide out by Bob MacCallum.  Ten minutes later, Wirral were again looking dangerous 
in mid field when a flat pass was intercepted by Ethan Harding, who ran in from half way for 14 – 0.  Three minutes 
later, a further Wirral attack broke down in midfield when Coulthurst intercepted to race away for 21- 0.  The fourth try 
duly came on the half hour, when Harding poked a kick through for a lineout on the Wirral line.  The Wilmslow 
forwards eagerly contested the Wirral throw and knocked on but from the ensuing scrum Wirral were forced to carry 
over their own line.  From Wilmslow’s put in at the scrum, the ‘ould firm’ of MacCallum and Day combined to send the 
fullback bursting through under the posts. 
 
The visitors would have had good reason to feel aggrieved at the turn of events, as in possession they always caused 
the Wolves’ defensive problems and their troubles had all emanated from their own carelessness.  They then fielded a 
kick ahead by the Wolves and ran it back to earn a penalty and lineout from which their flanker Mike Warren got their 
opening try.  They then gave the ball away again deep in the Wilmslow half for Day to set off on a counter.  There was 
still a lot to do but the passes went to hand, Coulthurst came in off his wing and slipped a pass to scrum half Sean 
Street for try number five and a healthy half time 35 – 7 advantage. 
 
Wirral now had a not insubstantial wind in their favour but they obligingly spilt the ball in their first foray after the break.  
The Wolves countered and suddenly, there was Day striding away for his second score.  His hat trick and record 
breaking try followed fifteen minutes later after Wirral knocked on at a restart, giving Wilmslow an attacking scrum in a 
good position. 
 
By then though, the flow of the game had changed.  Wirral No. 10 James Annetts had put in a telling cross kick for 
flanker Warren out on the left wing to get the touchdown for their second score.  Annetts then quickly followed up with 
a smart break and scoring pass to Ben Brooks.  Wolves winger Sam Cutts was then Yellow Carded for an 
unintentional spear tackle and this was the cue for a further three tries in the last fifteen minutes from the dangerous 
Wirral backs as winger Mark Williams, full back Chris Crowley and centre Sam Broadbent all crossed.  Squeaky bum 
time for the Wolves was fast approaching but they then grabbed some possession in the final minutes and to the 
exhortation of their supporters and all round relief were able to play down the clock. 
 
For sixty minutes, they had raised their game to restore some pride and self confidence, caught a complacent Wirral 
napping and had emerged on the day as deserved winners.  True, the gloss came off their performance in the latter 
stages as the visitors started to play as we know they can but  Jones was overall delighted with all his players.  It’s 
been a difficult time to keep them together, interested and motivated and this result was as much his reward as 
anyone else’s. 
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At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Sunday 9 September 
WORCESTER 

 
Saturday 22nd. September 

WASPS 
 

Saturday 6th. Octobetr 
FALCONS 

 
Saturday 24th. November 

SAINTS 
 

Saturday 22nd. December 
BRISTOL 

 
Saturday 5th. January 

SARACENS 
 

Saturday 2nd. March 
CHIEFS 

 
Saturday 9th. March 

TIGERS 
 

Saturday 6th. April 
QUINS 

 
Saturday 27th. April 

BATH 
 

Saturday 18th. May 
GLOUCESTER 

RUGBY WORLD CUP 2019 

 
3rd. November        England v South Africa                Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Italy                               Chicago 
                               Wales v Scotland                          Principality Stadium 
 
10th. November      England v New Zealand               Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Argentina                       Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v Fiji                                Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Australia                          Principality Stadium 
 
17th. November      England v Japan                           Twickenham   
                               Ireland v New Zealand                  Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v South Africa                 Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Tonga                              Principality Stadium 
 
24th. November     Scotland v Argentina                     Murrayfield 
                              Wales v South Africa                     Prinpality Stadium 

What can be tastier in Spring than 
a pair or triplet of tender juicy 
lamb cutlets. 
 
LAMB CUTLETS AND KIDNEYS WITH 
MINTY GRAVY 
 
Start by making the minty gravy.  You’ll need a small chopped shallot, chopped celery stick, chopped carrot a few 
slices of leek, a lamb stock cube, a tbsp of plain flour, a tbsp. of redcurrant jelly and chopped mint leaves (or a 
tbsp. of mint sauce from a jar. 
 
Soften the vegetables in sunflower oil for two or three minutes then crumble in a lamb stock cube.  Next stir in the 
flour and then add 200ml of water.  Bring to the boil and allow to simmer for a few minutes.  Then add the 
redcurrant jelly and mint leaves.  Season to taste. 
 
For the cutlets and kidneys:  Scatter some chopped rosemary leaves into a frying pan, season the cutlets and then 
fry them for 3 minutes per side until nicely browned, longer if you want them well done.  Split the kidneys and 
pull out the white grizzly bit, then simply fry them on both sides for about 3 minutes as well.  Deglaze the pan with 
a splash of red wine and sherry or just port, add the gravy and mix everything together for a couple of minutes. 
 
Serve with mashed potato and a selection of simple steamed vegetables, such as green beans, carrots, celery, 
broccoli and a quarterd fennel bulb. 
 
A medium bodied Beaujolais will make the ideal drinking partner.  Beaujolais is a small appellation comprising 
six villages, adjacent to the main Burgundy growing area.  The villages are Brouilly, Chiroubles, Fleurie, Julienas, 
Morgon and Moulin a Vent.  Each of them produce their own cuvee and one or other of them are generally 
available in most suparmarkets.  Georges du Boeuf is a commonly seen negociant and you’re normally safe 
enough with one of his wines. 
 
DEVILLED LAMB KIDNEYS 
On their own, served with basmati rice, these make for a tasty starter or supper dish.   
 
Simply split the kidneys as above and fry in oil.  When browned, remove from the pan and set aside.  Now soften a 
chopped onion in the oil and then deglaze with 100ml of either cooking brandy or sherry.  Crumble in a lamb cube, 
add 200ml water, a tbsp. of Dijon mustard or Worcester sauce and a tbsp of redcurrant jelly.  Bring to the boil and 
simmer to reduce by about 1/3.  Season to taste and finish by stirring in 50-100ml of double cream and some 
chopped parsley.  Return the kidneys to the pan, stir around and when everything is warm and covered serve on a 
bed of boiled basmati rice.   .   

.Sunday   22nd. September           England v Tonga             11.15am.     Sapporo 
                                                       Ireland v Scotland           08.45am  .   Yokohama 
 
Monday   23rd. September             Wales v Georgia             11.15am.    Toyota 
 
Thursday 26th.  September           England v USA                11.45am.     Kobe 
 
Saturday  28th.  September          Japan v Ireland                08.15am.     Shizuoka 
 
Sunday    29th.  September          Australia v Wales             08.45am.    Tokyo 
 
Monday    30th. September           Scotland v Samoa           11.15am.     Kobe 
 
Thursday 3rd.    October               Ireland v Russia               11.15am.     Kobe 
 
Saturday  5th.    October               England v Argentina         09.00am.    Tokyo 
 
Wednesday 9th. October              Scotland v Russia             08.15am.    Shizuoka 
                                                      Wales v Fiji                       10.45am.    Oita 
 
Saturday 12th.   October               England v France             09.15am.    Yokohama 
                                                      Ireland v Samoa               11.45am.     Fukuoka 
 
Saturday 13th. October                Japan v Scotland              11.45am.     Yokohama 
                                                     Wales v Uruguay               09.15am.     Kumomoto 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the A J Bell Stadium 
 

Sunday 9 September 
WORCESTER 

 
Saturday 22nd. September 

WASPS 
 

Saturday 6th. Octobetr 
FALCONS 

 
Saturday 24th. November 

SAINTS 
 

Saturday 22nd. December 
BRISTOL 

 
Saturday 5th. January 

SARACENS 
 

Saturday 2nd. March 
CHIEFS 

 
Saturday 9th. March 

TIGERS 
 

Saturday 6th. April 
QUINS 

 
Saturday 27th. April 

BATH 
 

Saturday 18th. May 
GLOUCESTER 

RUGBY WORLD CUP 2019 

 
3rd. November        England v South Africa                Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Italy                               Chicago 
                               Wales v Scotland                          Principality Stadium 
 
10th. November      England v New Zealand               Twickenham 
                                Ireland v Argentina                       Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v Fiji                                Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Australia                          Principality Stadium 
 
17th. November      England v Japan                           Twickenham   
                               Ireland v New Zealand                  Aviva Stadium 
                               Scotland v South Africa                 Murrayfield 
                               Wales v Tonga                              Principality Stadium 
 
24th. November     Scotland v Argentina                     Murrayfield 
                              Wales v South Africa                     Prinpality Stadium 

What can be tastier in Spring than 
a pair or triplet of tender juicy 
lamb cutlets. 
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pull out the white grizzly bit, then simply fry them on both sides for about 3 minutes as well.  Deglaze the pan with 
a splash of red wine and sherry or just port, add the gravy and mix everything together for a couple of minutes. 
 
Serve with mashed potato and a selection of simple steamed vegetables, such as green beans, carrots, celery, 
broccoli and a quarterd fennel bulb. 
 
A medium bodied Beaujolais will make the ideal drinking partner.  Beaujolais is a small appellation comprising 
six villages, adjacent to the main Burgundy growing area.  The villages are Brouilly, Chiroubles, Fleurie, Julienas, 
Morgon and Moulin a Vent.  Each of them produce their own cuvee and one or other of them are generally 
available in most suparmarkets.  Georges du Boeuf is a commonly seen negociant and you’re normally safe 
enough with one of his wines. 
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                                                       Ireland v Scotland           08.45am  .   Yokohama 
 
Monday   23rd. September             Wales v Georgia             11.15am.    Toyota 
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                                                      Wales v Fiji                       10.45am.    Oita 
 
Saturday 12th.   October               England v France             09.15am.    Yokohama 
                                                      Ireland v Samoa               11.45am.     Fukuoka 
 
Saturday 13th. October                Japan v Scotland              11.45am.     Yokohama 
                                                     Wales v Uruguay               09.15am.     Kumomoto 
 



NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE 
2018-19 

League Fixtures & Results - 2018/2019 
HOME 
TEAMS 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Alnwick  22-15 13-28 7-24 8-26 23-12 36-5 21-3 24-3 7-15 20-13 22-7 52-19 13/4 

Billingham 50-8  24-22 44-24 6/4 34-19 55-10 48-26 26-10 37-16 33-32 75-10 55-21 47-20 

Blaydon 47-22 14-18  42-36 24-26 36-10 31-15 6/4 33-18 61-10 69-12 92-12 44-20 29-24 

Harrogate 10-13 14-16 24-13  21-17 6/4 38-0 26-38 19-7 36-25 13/4 69-14 50-12 33-29 

Hull 29-13 49-7 16-14 20-14  28-11 89-0 57-5 54-5 13/4 67-14 97-0 55-12 13-3 

Ilkley 8-32 29-7 15-21 17-24 8-23  33-15 43-5 20-18 20-3 22-5 29-5 52-0 15-16 

Kendal 10-19 3-24 21-57 3-25 7-24 13/4  13-11 11-10 10-32 29-36 19-12 25-15 8-3 

Kirkby Lonsdale 24-10 17-5 0-36 24-42 3-28 17-31 10-27  19-13 25-22 19-18 17-5 13/4 23-14 

Lymm 52-13 13/4 13-26 9-28 10-56 16-21 36-19 17-31  17-15 7-6 38-38 20-12 23-34 

Rossendale 6/4 26-23 27-19 13-31 29-28 38-22 24-5 30-7 15-15  10-27 26-0 36-17 8-14 

Sandal 17-7 18-23 43-35 18-22 3-31 23-16 44-24 52-7 6/4 49-48  50-24 43-12 28-31 

Vale of Lune 7-24 21-19 13/4 38-45 5-41 24-17 39-14 22-29 24-33 32-54 14-69  19-27 12-13 

Wilmslow 17-26 19-43 5-38 5-54 0-50 18-36 6/4 21-24 31-59 26-55 29-46 7-7  47-34 

Wirral 22-13 27-10 20-55 3-0 3-40 17-39 15-28 27-22 19-11 41-31 42-19 6/4 52-5  
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THIS WEEK’S  
OTHER  

MATCHES 
 

Billingham v Hull 
 

Blaydon v  
Kirkby Lonsdale 

 
Harrogate v Ilkley 

 
Rossendale v Alnwick 

 
Sandal v Lymm 

 
Wirral v  

Vale of Lune 

W
ilm

slo
w 

W
irr

al 

 P W D L PF PA PD Pts B Pts Adj 

Hull 24 22 0 2 964 219 745 109 21 0 

Billingham 21 16 0 5 643 428 215 79 15 0 

Blaydon 24 17 0 7 884 444 440 90 22 0 

Harrogate 24 17 0 7 707 427 280 89 21 0 

Billingham 24 17 0 7 738 477 261 85 17 0 

Sandal 24 12 0 12 685 639 46 68 20 0 

Rossendale 24 12 1 11 608 569 39 67 17 0 

Wirral 24 13 0 11 523 559 -36 64 12 0 

Ilkley 24 12 0 12 545 448 97 62 14 0 

Alnwick 24 13 0 11 455 463 -8 59 7 0 

Kirkby Lonsdale 24 11 0 13 406 628 -222 52 8 0 

Lymm 24 7 2 15 460 592 -132 41 9 0 

Kendal 24 7 0 17 321 718 -397 33 5 0 

Vale of Lune 24 3 2 19 391 926 -535 26 10 0 

Wilmslow 24 2 1 21 397 975 -578 15 5 0 

 

2018-19 

Country  Home Furnishing  

39 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5HW 
Tel 01625 527949 

www.countryhomefurnishings.co.uk  
 

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTING  
ALL WILMSLOW RUGBY CLUB TEAMS  

For over 40 years our family business has been giving 
the highest level of service, quality, design and 

furnishings. We pride ourselves on our customer 
service, having built up a very loyal customer base, 

nearly all our sales are generated from 
recommendations. With competitive prices to suit all 

needs, from studio apartments to prestigious 
developments we offer solutions for all your home 

furnishing needs. 
 

Our Chapel Lane showroom contains a large collection 
of classic and contemporary home furnishings.   
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We are a family run Tearoom in Alderley 
Edge, housed in a beautiful National Trust 

building and situated right next to The Edge 
- perfect for a stop after a country walk.  

 
We believe in keeping it fresh, local and 

homemade, and use produce from locally 
sourced suppliers and farms wherever 

possible, keeping our ingredients British, 
and our menu small - but tasty!. We are dog 
friendly (of course), and have a large outside 

seating area to compliment the seating 
inside.  

 
We are open all year round 7 days a week. 

As we approach our last two 
games, out of 27, of season 
2018-19, I have been looking 
at the records of previous 
seasons.  From 1969 to 1989, 
forty was the average number 
of games, with the record 
being forty-six games in 
1972/73, which were against 
all the top teams in the north 
of England.  The results were: 
P 46, W 38, D 2, PF 909 and PA 339. There were thirty 
regular players, with Chris Shingles and Clive Rodgers 
playing forty-four times. 
 
I write about this, because I am worried about the way 
rugby is going. In the above season, Wilmslow had six 
teams, as did all the local teams. I was sorry to see the 
third team leave the leagues some time ago and was 
horrified that the Vikings were not able to raise a team 
for the last two weeks. A club can’t be run on a first 
fifteen alone, unless you are Hull, who pay 25 players 
good money in order to go up the leagues.  
 
I hope we can get our act together again for the next 
season and stop players moving to other clubs to get a 
game.  
 
Having got that of my chest, I am noticed that Easter is 
upon us next week and was reminded of the highlight of 
many an Easter tour, with three games in four days and 
much fun.  We went to Dublin and Cornwall twice and I 
think it is time to mention one or two moments.  In 1967, 
our first Cornish trip, we went by coach to Penrhyn and 
played them under their new floodlights.  We were 
winning, 19-18, with minutes to go, when the referee let 
an obvious forward pass go and they scored a try under 
the posts.  We lost 19-24.  We found out later in the night 
that the referee had won the contract for the new 
floodlights.  We were in a fine hotel, which was full of 
reporters, who were there to report on the Torrey 
Canyon disaster, (an oil tanker smashed on the rocks), 
and a ladies hockey team from Kent.  One night, I, who 
had a single room, was woken by one of the team, who 
asked me if I would move into his shared room with Dick 
Lance, as he had seduced one of the hockey players.  
Apparently, he was doing all right, until Colin Smith 
knocked on the door and shouted, “When you’ve 
finished, pass her on to number three”. There was a 
rustle of clothing and the woman fled the room, followed 
by Paddy trying to get her back.  He was at the top of the 
stairs, stark naked, with most of the rest of the visitors 
clapping. 
 
I would like to finish by thanking those who played for 
the first team this season. Despite the odds being against 
them, with many of the opposition paying players, not to 
mention the loss of the season due to severe injuries to 
Tom Bull and Chris Jones, they have not let their heads 
go down and there has been some high-spirited fun on 
the coach trips coming home. 

 Out with the old and in with the new! 
 
After 35 years of tradition, 2019 saw the ever 
popular Waters Wilmslow Half Marathon evolve 
and become a festival of running…The Wilmslow 
Running Festival. 
 
This year saw the introduction  of a 10K sponsored 
by Stowe Family Law and a Fun Run sponsored by 
Running Bear…Fully inclusive and something for 
everyone…And so it was with entries over 4,000.  
The race organisers have been working hard to 
embrace the community and make the event a 
celebration of all things good in Wilmslow & The 
Community. 
 
The Race HQ was particularly busy as flags 
fluttered and stalls were busy as runners mingled 
pre-race. 
 
Physio Fit of Alderley Edge led the runners in a 
prerace warm up, but the only thing on runners 
minds was the gun sounding at 10.30am. Olympic 
starter David Brown CBE raised his pistol and the 
thousands of runners were off in perfect conditions. 
Both Half Marathon and 10K runners started 
together with the split occurring at  the 3.5 mile 
mark. Once the masses were wat, the Running 
Bear Fun Run started at 10.40…100 young stars, 
smiling and enjoying every moment! A distance of 
1.6 miles and made to look easy! First home was 
Harvey Davis, with Ella Davis third and first female. 
 
The leading 10k runners were the next to finish. 
First home was Gavin Tomlinson of Trafford AC, in 
a time of 34.24…First lady home in a time of 39.43 
and in 11th place was Nicola Whitfield Bird of 
Ellesmere Port AC. 
 
No sooner than the mass of 10k runners were 
finishing, the sight of the  Porsche lead vehicle 
came into sight with the leading Half Marathon 
runners close behind. 
 
Race winner of The Half Marathon was Nigel 
Martin of Sale Harriers in a time of 65.26…Martin 
had led from the gun winning by 47 seconds from 
Alistair Watson of Notts AC. 
First female home was previous winner and course 
record holder, Julie Briscoe of Wakefield Harriers in 
a time of 77.01. 
 
Many of the Wilmslow Running Club Runners were 
acting as pacers and many people enjoyed the 
chance to get round in a personal best…A big tick 
in the box for runners. 
Wilmslow ladies ran out Team Winners in the 10k 
race. 
 
Charity was the overall winner and in particular 
lead charity, North West Air Ambulance. 
 
The Race organisers are always grateful to all 
sponsors, runners, marshals and of course 
spectators.   
 
Entries for March 15th 2020 now being taken.   
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FINE BENGALI &  
INDIAN CUISINE 

Restaurant and  
Take Away Menus 

 
Congleton Rd. 

Nether Alderley 
SK10 4TD 

Tel 01625 890379/890560 
 

ALAN LANG 
4 LINDOW  
PARADE 

CHAPEL LANE 
 

100% British Produce from 
Cheshire,  

Cumbria and  
the Welsh Borders 

Cherry  Tree  
Farm 

Lees  Lane     
Mottram St .  

Andrew 
 
Tue - Fri  
8.00am - 5.30pm  
Sat  
8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sun  
10.00am - 4.00pm 

Matured Cheshire Ribs of Beef on the Bone, Fillets, Sirloins, Rumps : Hand Made Pork & Cracked Pepper Sausages :  
Herb Cured Pancetta : Cheshire Pork Loin Chops : Legs and Shoulders of Lamb, Free Range Poultry and lots more…………. 

We are rightfully proud of all our 
meat but particularly our prime beef, 
which is hung on the bone for at least 
28 days.  This method of ageing meat 
is known as dry ageing. Dry ageing 
beef is done by hanging meat in a 
controlled, closely watched, 
refrigerated environment. If you ever 
had a good, aged steak, you know it 
is more tender and flavourful than 
what you can typically buy in the 
supermarket. The reason for this is 
that ageing allows natural enzymes 
to breakdown the hard connective 
tissue in meats and for water to 
evaporate away, concentrating the 
flavour especially in the steaks 
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27th and 28th. April 
Junior and Mini Festival 
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145a Ashley Road
Hale

Altrincham
WA14 2UW

Tel: 0161 928 3276

Wishing the Wolves a Successful Season

Wilmslow and their Sponsors

ELLIOT
LEWIS

15. B Day   Concept Group

14. S Beckett   Bryn Lewis

13. J Coulthurst  Curtaincraft

12. S Cutts   

11. H Patch   

10. C McMurdock  KNH Plumbing

9. S Street   Norman Herring

1. M Parker   

2. A Donaldson  Konak Cafe and Sulfit

3. R Taylor (Captain) M2 Recruitment

4. A Hewitt   Robin Gregory

5. J Nicholson   Drew Donaldson

6. H O’Loughlin  

7. O Lee   

8. A Taylor   Iain Milne

Subs
J Ayrey    Nigel Day

J Masters    Ken Hutchins

W Maslen    


